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VOI^UMB    I. 


ALBANY: 

WEED,    PARSONS   AND   COMPANY,    PRINTERS. 
1886. 


Chaffer  341. 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  publication  of  the  session  laws  from 
seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-seven  to  eighteen  hundred  and  one, 
inclusive. 

Passbd  May  97,  1885;  three-fifths  being  present. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorky  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly, 
do  enact  as  follows : 

Section  i.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  directed  to  republish,  verbatim, 
preserving  the  original  spelling  and  punctuation,  the  session  laws  of  this 
State  from  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-seven  to  eighteen  hundred  and 
one,  both  inclusive.  References  showing  when  each  law  was  amended 
or  repealed,  may  be  added. 

f  2.  The  republication  shall  be  in  octavo  volumes  of  not  less  than  six 
hundred  or  more  than  seven  hundred  and  fifty  pages  each,  with  an  index 
to  each  volume,  and  of  a  material  equal  in  style  and  quality  to  the  session 
laws  of  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty- four. 

§  3.  The  edition  shall  consist  of  one  thousand  copies  and  shall  be  dis- 
tributed as  follows  ;  One  copy  to  each  judicial  district  library  ;  one  copy 
to  the  clerk's  office  of  each  county ;  one  copy  to  each  justice  of  tne 
supreme  court,  and  each  judge  of  the  court  of  appeals  ;  one  copy  to  each 
legislative  library,  and  each  State  department ;  two  hundred  copies  to  the 
trustees  of  the  State  library,  for  literary  and  scientific  exchanges.  The 
remainder  shall  be  deliverea  to  the  trustees  of  the  State  library,  and  such 
trustees  shall  reserve  sufficient  copies  for  the  future  use  of  the  State,  and 
in  their  discretion  sell  the  balance  at  a  price  to  be  fixed  by  them,  and  pay 
the  proceeds  into  the  treasury  of  the  State. 

§  4.  Six  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  is 
hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  to  carry  this  act  into  effect,  and  the  same  shall  be  paid  by 
the  Treasurer  on  the  warrant  of  the  Comptroller  in.such  sums  and  to  such 
persons  as  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  approve.  The  work  herein  author- 
ized shall  not  be  begun  unless  it  can  be  completed  for  the  sum  herein 
appropriated. 

15.  The  title  page  of  each  volume  shall  state  that  it  was  published 
pursuant  to  this  act,  and  the  same  may  be  cited  in  any  action  or  pro- 
ceedine  with  the  same  force  as  the  original  edition. 

§  6.  This  act  shall  take  eflfect  immediately. 


State  of  Nbw  York,         \       . 
Office  of  the  SecreUry  of  State,  f  "' ' 


1  have  compared  the  preceding  with  the  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  same  Is  a  correct  transcript  therefirom  and  of  the  whole  of  said  original  law. 

FREDERICK  COOK, 

Secretary  of  State. 


STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,  ) 

OFFlCli  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  StaTE,  j   '  ' 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  Laws,  contained  in  this  volume,  were  repub- 
lished by  me  pursuant  to  chapter  three  hundred  and  forty-one  of  the^ 
Laws  of  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-five. 

FREDERICK  COOK, 

Secretary  of  State, 
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FIBST    SESSION    OF   THE  SENATE  AND  ASSEMBLY  OP    THE    SAID 
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ENDING  WITH  THE  LAST  DAY  OP  JUNE,  1778. 


CHAP.  1. 

AN  ACT  of  accession  to,  and  approbation  of  certain  proposed 
articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  between  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  to  authorize  the  delegates,  of 
the  State  of  New- York,  to  ratify  the  same  on  the  part  and 
behalf  of  this  State,  in  the  congress  of  the  said  United  States. 

Passed  the  6th  of  February,  1778. 

Whereas  the  freedom,  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  said  Preamble. 
States  which  with  a  magnanimity  fortitude  constancy  and  love  of 
liberty  hitherto  unparaleled  they  have  asserted  and  maintained  against 
their  cruel  and  unrelenting  enemies  the  king  and  parliament  of  the 
realm  of  Great-Britain  will  for  their  lasting  and  unshaken  security 
in  a  great  measure  depend  under  God  on  a  wise  well  concerted  inti- 
mate and  equal  confederation  of  the  said  United  States.  And  whereas 
the  honorable  the  congress  of  the  said  United  States,  have  trans- 
mitted, for  the  consideration  of  the  legislature  of  this  State ;  and  for 
their  ratification  in  case  they  shall  approve  of  the  same,  the  following 
articles  of  confederation,  to- wit, 

"  Articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  between  the  States  of  Aiticiee  of 
"  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode-Island  and   Providence  Jion'®^®"" 
"  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New- York,  New- Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Dela- 
"  ware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  South-Carolina  and  Georgia. 

'*  Article  ist.  The  stile  of  this  confederacy  shall   be  "  The  United  Name. 
"States  of  America," 
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pover-  ^^ Article  2d.  Each  State  retains  its  sovereignty,  freedom  and  inde- 

■T»ty.  «  pgj^^jence  ;  and  every  power,  jurisdiction  and  right,  which  is  not  by 
**  this  confederation  expressly  delegated  to  the  United  States  in  con- 
"gress  assembled. 

1 '  Bffue  of       **  Article  3d.  The  said  States  hereby  severally  enter  into  a  firm  league 

1  lendship.  «Qf  friendship  with  each  other,  for  their  common  defence,  the  secu- 
"  rity  of  their  liberties,  and  their  mutual  and  general  welfare  ;  binding 
"  themselves  to  assist  each  other,  against  all  force  offered  to,  or  at- 
"  tacks  made  upon  them,  or  any  of  them,  on  account  of  religion, 
"  sovereignty,  trade,  or  any  other  pretence  whatever. 

iMviiegea,      ''^Article  4th.  The  better  to  secure  and  perpetuate  mutual  friendship 

•  izenl.'^  "  ^^^  intercourse   among  the  people  of  the  different   States  in   this 

"  union,  the  free  inhabitants  of  each  of  these  States,  paupers,  vaga- 
**  bonds  and  fugitives,  from  justice  excepted  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privi- 
"  leges  and  immunities  of  free  citizens  in  the  several  States  and  the 
**  people  of  each  State,  shall  have  free  ingress  and  i*egress,  to  and  from 
"any  other  State  and  shall  enjoy  therein  all  the  privileges  of  trade 
"  and  commerce,  subject  to  the  same  duties,  impositions  and  restric- 
"tions,  as  the  inhabitants  thereof  respectively,  provided  that  such 
"restrictions  shall  not  extend  so  far  as  to  prevent  the  removal  of 
"  property  imported  into  any  State,  to  any  other  State,  of  which  the 
"owner  is  an  inhabitant;  provided  —  also  that  no  imposition,  duties 
"or  restriction,  shall  be  laid  by  any  State  on  the  property  of  the 
"  United  States,  or  either  of  them.  If  any  person  guilty  of,  or  charged 
"with  treason,  felony,  or  other  high  misdemeanor  in  any  State,  shall 
"  flee  from  justice,  and  be  found  in  any  of  the  United  States,  he  shall 
"upon  demand  of  the  governor,  or  executive  power  of  the  State 
"  from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up  and  removed  to  the  State,  having 
"jurisdiction  of  his  offence. 
f-  ith  and  "  Full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each  of  these  States,  to  the 
"  '^*reo^  "records,  acts  and  judicial  proceedings  of  the  courts  and  magistrates 
«^  is,  etc.    *'  of  every  other  State. 

iMiegates  ^^  Article  ^i}[i.  For  the  more  convenient  management  of  the  general 
uj  oongress  "  interests  of  the  United  States,  delegates  shall  be  annually  appointed, 
"  in  such  manner  as  the  legislature  of  each  State  shall  direct,  to  meet 
"  in  congress,  on  the  first  Monday  in  November,  in  every  year,  with  a 
"  power  reserved  to  each  State,  to  recal  its  delegates,  or  any  of  them, 
"at  anytime  within  the  year;  and  to  send  others  in  their  stead,  for 
"  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

*  unberof.      "  No  State  shall  be  represented  in  congress  by  less  than  two,  nor  by 

"  more  than  seven  members ;  and  no  person  shall  be  capable  of  being 
"  a  delegate  for  more  than  three  years,  in  any  term  of  six  years ;  nor 
"  shall  any  person  being  a  delegate,  be  capable  of  holding  any  office 
*  under  the  United  States,  for  which  he,  or  another  for  his  benefit,  re- 
"  ceives  any  salary,  fees  or  emolument  of  any  kind, 
uinte-  "  Each.  State  shall  maintain  its  own  delegates  in  a  meeting  of  the 

-anceof.     "States,  and  while  they  act   as  members   of  the  committee  of   the 
"  States. 

"  In  determining  questions  in  the  United  States  in  congress  assem- 
"  bled,  each  State  shall  have  one  vote. 
"Freedom  "  Freedom  of  speech  and  debate  in  congress  shall  not  be  impeached 
o^^gpeeo  ,  « ^j.  questioned  in  any  court  or  place  out  of  congress ;  and  the 
"  members  of  congress  shall  be  protected  in  their  persons  from  arrests 
"  and  imprisonments,  during  the  time  of  their  going  to  and  from,  and 
"  attendance  on  congress  ;  except  for  treason,  felony,  or  breach  of  the 
"  peace. 
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"  Article  6th.  No  State,  without  the  consent  of  the  United  States  in  individuai 
"congress  assembled,  shall  send  any  embassy  to,  or  receive  any  em- tosend^or 
"  bassy    from,  or   enter  into   any   conference,  agreement,   alliance   or  JJJg^y 
"  treaty,  with  any  king,  prince  or  State  ;    nor  shall  any  person  hold- 
*'  ing  any  office  of  profit  or  trust,  under  the  United  States,  or  any  of 
"them,  accept  of  any  present,  emolument,  office  or  title,  of  any  kind 
"whatever,    from    any  king,  prince,  or    foreign    state;    nor  shall  the 
"  United  States  in  congress  assembled,  or  any  of  them,  grant  any  title 
"  of  nobility. 

"  No  two  or  more  States  shall  enter  into  any  treaty,  confederation  Not  to 
"or  alliance   whatever   between   them,    without   the   consent   of    the  JJJ;^® *'***' 
"  United  States  in  congress  assembled,  specifying  accurately  the  pur- 
"  poses  for  which  the  same  is  to  be  entered  into  ;  and  how  long  it  shall 
"continue. 

"  No  State  shall  lay  any  imposts  or  duties,^  which  may  interfere  with  Not  to  lay 
"  any  stipulations  in  treaties,  entered  into  by  the  United  States  in  con-  ^^p*****- 
*'  gress  assembled,  with  any  king,  prince  or  State,  in  pursuance  of  any 
"  treaties  already  proposed  by  congress,  to  the  courts  of  France  and 
"  Spain. 

'  No  vessels  of  war  shall  be  kept  up  in  time  of  peace  by  any  State  ;  Vessels  of 
"  except  such  number  only,  as  shall  be  deemed  necessary  by  the  United  ^med 
"  States  in  congress  assembled,  for  the  defence  of  such  State,  or  its  Jf^®*  J° 
"  trade.     Nor  shall  any  body  of  forces  be  kept  up  by  any  State  in  peace, 
"time  of  peace,  except  such  number  only,  as,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
"  United  States  in  congress  assembled,  shajl  be  deemed  requisite  to  gar- 
"  rison  the  forts,  necessary  for  the  defence  of  such  State.     But  every  Miiitia. 
**  State  shall  always  keep  up  a  well  regulated  and  disciplined  militia, 
"  sufficiently  armed  and  accoutred,  and  shall  provide,  and  constantly 
"  have  ready  for  use,  in  public  stores,  a  due  number  of  field  pieces, 
"and  tents,  and  a  proper  quantity  of   arms,  ammunition  and   camp 
"  equipage. 

"  No  State  shall  engage  in  any  war,  without  the  consent  of  the  United  individual 
"  States  in  congress  assembled,  unless  such  State  be  actually  invaded  ?,5^!SJi5^^ 
"  by  enemies ;    or  shall  have  received  certain    advice  of  a  resolution  *o  war 
"being  formed  by  some  nation  of  Indians,  to  invade  such  State,  and  "£(1^,610. 
"  the  danger  is  so  imminent,  as  not  to  admit  of  a  delay,  till  the  United 
"States  in  congress  assembled,  can  be  consulted:  nor  shall  any  State 
"grant    commissions   to   any   ships   or  vessels  of  war,  nor   letters  of 
"marque  or  reprisal,  except  it  be  after  a  declaration  of  war,  by  the 
"  United  States  in  congress  assembled,  and  then  only  against  the  king- 
"  dom  or  State,  and  the  subjects  thereof,  against  which  war  has  been 
"so  declared,  and  under  such  regulations  as  shall   be  established  by 
"the  United   States   in  congress  assembled,  unless  such  State  be  in- 
"fested    by  pirates,  in  which  case  vessels  of  war  may  be  fitted  out 
"for  that  occasion,  and  kept  so  long  as  the  danger  shall  continue,  or 
"  until  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled  shall  determine  other- 
"  wise. 

"  Article  7th.  When  land  forces  are  raised  by  any  State  for  the  com-  Military 
"  mon   defence,  all  officers  of,  or  under  the  rank  of  colonel  shall  be  2?poi1?t. 
"appointed   by  the  legislature  of   each  State   respectively,  by  whom  mentof. 
"such  forces  shall  be  raised,  or  in  such  manner  as  such  State  shall 
"direct,  and  all  vacancies  shall  be  filled  up  by  the  State  which  first 
"  made  the  appointment. 

*^  Article  Sth,  All  charges  of  war,  and  all  other  expences  that  shall  Expenses 
"be  incurred  for  the  common  defence  or  general  welfare,  and  allowed  how  to  be 
"by  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled,  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  defrayed. 
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"  a  common  treasury,  which  shall  be  supplied  by  the  several  States,  in 
"  proportion  to  the  value  of  all  land  within  each  State,  granted  to  or 
"  surveyed  for  any  person,  as  such  land  and  the  buildings  and  improve- 
"  ments  thereon  shall  be  estimated  according  to  such  mode  as  the  United 
"  States  in  congress  assembled  shall  from  time  to  time  direct  and  appoint. 
"  The  taxes  for  paying  that  proportion  shall  be  laid  and  levied  by  the 
"  authority  and  direction  of  the  legislatures  of  the  several  States  within 
"the  time  agreed  upon  by  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled. 

"  Article  9th.  The  United  States  in  congress  assembled,  shall  have 
"the  sole  and  exclusive  right  and  power  of  determining  on  peace  and 
"war,  except  in  the  cases  mentioned  in  the  sixth  article — of  sending 
"and  receiving  ambassadors  —  entering  into  treaties  and  alliances, 
^* provided  that  no  treaty  of  commerce  shall  be  made  whereby  the 
legislative  power  of  the  respective  States  shall  be  restrained  from 
"  imposing  such  imposts  and  duties  on  foreigners,  as  their  own  people 
"  are  subjected  to,  or  from  prohibiting  the  exportation  or  importation 
"of  any  species  of  goods  or  commodities  whatsoever  —  of  establishing 
"  rules  for  deciding  in  all  cases,  what  captures  on  land  or  water  shall  be 
"  legal,  and  in  what  manner  prizes  taken  by  land  or  naval  forces  in  the 
"  service  of  the  United  States  shall  be  divided  or  appropriated  —  of 
"  granting  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  in  times  of  peace  —  appoint- 
"  ing  courts  for  the  trial  of  piracies  and  felonies  committed  on  the  high 
"seas,  and  establishing  courts  for  receiving  and  determining  finally 
"  appeals  in  all  cases  of  captures;  providedy  that  no  member  of  congress 
"  shall  be  appointed  a  judge  pf  any  of  the  said  courts. 

"  The  United  States  in  congress  assembled  shall  also  be  the  last  resort 
"  on  appeal  in  all  disputes  and  differences  now  subsisting  or  that  may 
"  hereafter  arrive  between  two  or  more  States  concerning  boundary,  juris- 
"  diction  or  any  other  cause  whatsoever;  which  authority  shall  always  be 
"  exercised  in  the  manner  following.  Whenever  the  legislative  or  exec- 
"  utive  authority  or  lawful  agent  of  any  State  in  controversy  with 
"another  shall  present  a  petition  to  congress  stating  the  matter  in 
"  question  and  praying  for  a  hearing,  notice  thereof  shall  be  given  by 
"  order  of  congress  to  the  legislative  or  executive  authority  of  the  other 
"  State  in  controversy,  and  a  day  assigned  for  the  appearance  of  the 
"  parties  by  their  lawful  agents,  who  shall  then  be  directed  to  appoint 
"  by  joint  consent,  commissioners  or  judges  to  constitute  a  court  for 
"hearing  and  determining  the  matter  in  question;  but  if  they  cannot 
"  agree  congress  shall  name  three  persons  out  of  each  of  the  United 
"  States  and  from  the  list  of  such  persons  each  party  shall  alternately 
"strike  out  one,  the  petitioners  beginning,  until  the  number  shall  be 
"  reduced  to  thirteen  ;  and  from  that  number  not  less  than  seven,  nor 
"  more  than  nine  names  as  congress  shall  direct,  shall  in  the  presence  of 
"congress  be  drawn  out  by  lot,  and  the  persons  whose  names  shall  be 
"  so  drawn  or  any  five  of  them,  shall  be  commissioners  or  judges,  to  hear 
"  and  finally  determine  the  controversy,  so  always  as  a  major  part  of 
"  the  judges  who  shall  hear  the  cause  shall  agree  in  the  determination  : 
"  And  if  either  party  shall  neglect  to  attend  at  the  day  appointed  with- 
"  out  shewing  reasons,  which  congress  shall  judge  sufficient,  of  being 
"  present  shall  refuse  to  strike,  the  congress  shall  proceed  to  nominate 
"  three  persons  out  of  ea,ch  State,  and  the  secretary  of  congress  shall 
"  strike  in  behalf  of  such  party  absent  or  refusing,  and  the  judgment  and 
"  sentence  of  the  court  to  be  appointed  in  the  manner  before  prescribed 
"shall  be  final  and  conclusive;  and  if  any  of  the  parties  shall  refuse  to 
"  submit  to  the  authority  of  such  court,  or  to  appear  or  defend  their 
"claim,  or  cause,  the  court  shall  nevertheless  proceed  to  pronounce 
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** sentence,  or  judgment,  which  shMl  in  like  manner  be  final  and  decisive. 
"The  judgment  or  sentence  and  other  proceedings,  being  in  either  case 
"  transmitted  to  congress,  and  lodged  among  the  acts  of  congress  for  the 
"security  of  the  parties  concerned:  Prwided  that  every  commissioner, 
"before  he  sits  in  judgment  shall  take  an  oath  to  be  administered  by 
"one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  or  superior  court  of  the  State,  where 
"  the  cause  shall  be  tried  *  well  and  truly  to  hear  and  determine  the  matter 
*^m  question,  according  to  the  best  of  his  Judgment^  without  favour ,  affec- 
'^tion  or  hope  of  reward!  Provided  also,  that  no  State  shall  be  deprived 
"of  territory  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States. 

"  All  controversies  concerning  the  private  right  of  soil  claimed  under  Contro- 
"  different  grants  of   two  or  more  States,  whose  jurisdictions  as  they  cS^cero- 
"may  respect  such  lands,  and  the  States  which  passed  such  grants  are  ing  private 
"adjusted,  the  said  grants  or  dither  of  them  being  at  the  same  time  8(§i^ Vow 
"claimed  to  have  originated  antecedent  to  such  settlement  of  jurisdiction  J2  ^^^^ 
"shall  on  the  petition  of  either  party  to  the  congress  of  the  United 
"States,  be  finally  determined  as  near  as  may  be  in  the  same  manner 
"as  is  before  prescribed  for  deciding  disputes  respecting  territorial  juris- 
"  diction  between  different  States. 

"The  United  States  in  congress  assembled  shall  also  have  the  sole  Power  to 
"and  exclusive  right  and  power  of  regulating  the  alloy  and  value  of  J^I^^Ji^oy 
"coin,  struck  by  their  own  authority,  or  by  that  of  the  respective  States  and  value 
" — fixing  the  standard  of  weights  and  measures  throughout  the  United  weights 
"  States  —  regulating   the    trade   and    managing    all    affairs   with    the  Jjij^e^ 
"  Indians,  not  members  of  any  of  the  States  ;  provided  that  the  legis- 
"lative  right  of  any  State  within  its  own  limits  be  not  infringed  or 
"violated — establishing  and  regulating  post-offices,  from  one  State  to 
"another,  throughout  the  United  States,  and  exacting  such  postage  on 
"  the  papers  passing  thro  the  same,  as  maybe  requisite  to  defray  the 
**expences    of  the   said    office  —  appointing  all   officers    of   the   land 
"forces,    in    the   service  of  the   United  States,  excepting    regimental 
"officers  —  appointing  all  the  officers  of  the  naval  forces,  and  com- 
" missioning  all  officers  whatever  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
"  —  making  rules  for  the  government  and  regulation  of  the  said  land 
"and  naval  forces,  and  directing  their  operations. 

"The  United  States  in  congress  assembled  shall  have  authority  to  "commi- 
" appoint  a  committee,  to  sit  in  the  recess  of  congress,  to  be  denomi- ^®  of  the 
"nated  *a  committee  of  the  States^*  and  to  consist  of  one  delegate  from  and  other 
"  each  State ;  and  to  appoint  such  other  committees  and  civil  officers  as  teeS^e^. 
"  may  be  necessary  for  managing  the  general  affairs  of  the  United  States 
**  under  their  direction  —  to  appoint  one  of  their  number  to  preside, 
"provided  that  no  person  be  allowed  to  serve  in  the  office  of  president 
"more  than  one  year  in  any  term  of  three  years ;  to  ascertain  the  neces-  Power  to 
"  sary  sums  of  money  to  be  raised  for  the  service  of  the  United  States,  ^*^w  ^ 
"and  to  appropriate  and  to  apply  the  same  for  defraying  the  public  money, 
"expences  —  to  borrow  money  or  emitt  bills  on  the  credit  of  the  United  navy, 
"  States,  transmitting  every  half  year  to  the  respective  States  an  account  equfn^iand 
"of  the  sums  of  money  so  borrowed  or  emitted  —  to  build  and  equip  a  forces, etc. 
**navy, —  to  agree  upon  the  number  of  land  forces,  and  to  make  requi- 
"sitions  from  each  State  for  its  quota,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
"white  inhabitants  in  such  State;  which  requisitions  shall  be  binding 
"and  thereupon  the  legislature  of  each  State  shall  appoint  the  regi- 
"  mental   officers,  raise  the  men  and  cloath,  arm  and  equip  them  in  a 
**  soldier  like  manner,  at  the  expence  of  the  United  States,  and  the  offi- 
"cers  and  men  jo  cloathed,  armed  and  equiped,  shall  march  to  the 
"place  appointed,  and  within  the  time  agreed  on  by  the  United  States  in 
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"congress  assembled:  But  if  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled 
"  shall  on  consideration  of  circumstances  judge  proper  that  any  State 
"  should  not  raise  men,  or  should  raise  a  smaller  number  than  its  quota, 
"  and  that  any  other  State  should  raise  a  greater  number  of  men  than 
**  the  quota  thereof,  such  extra  number  shall  be  raised,  officered,  clothed 
"  armed  and  equiped  in  the  same  manner  as  the  quota  of  such  State, 
**  unless  the  legislature  of  such  State  shall  judge  that  such  extra  num- 
"  ber  cannot  be  safely  spared  out  of  the  same,  in  which  case  they  shall 
"  raise,  officer,  cloath,  arm  and  equip,  as  many  of  such  extra  number  as 
"they  judge  can  be  safely  spared.  And  the  officers  and  men  so 
"  cloathed,  armed  and  equiped,  shall  march  to  the  place  appointed,  and 
"  within  the  time  agreed  on  by  the  United  States  in  congress  assem- 
"bled. 

"  The  United  States  in  congress  assembled  shall  never  engage  in  a 
"  war  nor  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  in  time  of  peace,  nor 
"enter  into  any  treaties  or  alliances  nor  coin  money,  nor  regulate 
"  the  value  thereof,  nor  ascertain  the  sums  and  expences  necessary  for 
"  the  defence  and  welfare  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  nor 
"  emit  bills,  nor  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  nor 
"  appropriate  money,  nor  agree  upon  the  number  of  vessels  of  war  to 
"  be  built  or  purchased,  or  the  number  of  land  or  sea  forces  to  be  raised, 
"  nor  appoint  a  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  or  navy,  unless  nine. 
"  States  assent  to  the  same:  Nor  shall  a  question  on  any  other  point, 
"  except  for  adjourning  from  day  to  day  be  determined  ;  unless  by  the 
"  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled. 

"  The  congress  of  the  United  States  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  to 
"  any  time  within  the  year,  and  to  any  place  within  the  United  States, 
"so  that  no  period  of  adjournment  be  for  a  longer  duration  than  the 
"  space  of  six  months,  and  shall  publish  the  journal  of  their  proceed- 
"ings  monthly  except  such  parts  thereof  relating  to  treaties,  alliances 
"  or  military  operations,  as  in  their  judgment  require  secresy ;  and 
"  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  delegates  of  each  State  on  any  question, 
"  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal  when  it  is  desired  by  any  delegate ; 
"  and  the  delegates  of  a  State,  or  any  of  them  at  his  or  their  request, 
"  shall  be  furnished  with  a  transcript  of  the  said  journal,  except  such 
"  parts  as  are  above  excepted,  to  lay  before  the  legislatures  of  the  several 
"  States. 

"  Article  loth.  The  committee  of  the  States  or  any  nine  of  them  shall 
"  be  authorized  to  execute,  in  the  recess  of  congress,  such  of  the  powers 
"  of  congress,  as  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled,  by  the  con- 
"  sent  of  nine  States,  shall  from  time  to  time  think  expedient  to  vest 
"  them  with ;  provided  that  no  power  be  delegated  to  the  said  committee, 
"for  the  exercise  of  wTiich  by  the  articles  of  confederation,  the  voice 
"of  nine  States,  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States  assembled  is 
"  requisite. 

^Article  nth.  Canada  acceding  to  this  confederation,  and  joining  in 
"  the  measures  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  admitted  into,  and  entitled 
"  to  all  the  advantages  of  this  Union  but  no  other  colony  shall  be  ad- 
"  mitted  into  the  same,  unless  such  admission  be  agreed  to  by  nine 
"States. 

*^  Article  12th.  All  bills  of  credit  emitted,  monies  borrowed,  and 
"  debts  contracted  by,  or  under  the  authority  of  congress,  before  the 
"  assembling  of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of  the  present  con- 
"  federation,  shall  be  deemed  and  considered  as  a  charge  against  the 
"  United  States,  for  payment  and  satisfaction  whereof  the  said  United 
"  States,  and  the  public  faith,  are  hereby  solemnly  pledged. 
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"  Article  13th.  Every  State  shall  abide  by  the  determination  of  the  ^H®*jJ^ 
**  United  States  in  congress  assembled,  on  all  questions  which  by  this  determfna- 
"  confederation  are  submitted  to  them.     And  the  articles  of  this  con-  ^^^^^' 
"  federation  shall  be  inviolably  observed  by  every  State,  and  the  Union 
"shall  be  perpetual:  nor  shall  any  alteration  at  any  time  hereafter  be 
"  made  in  any  of  them  ;  unless  such  alteration  be  agreed  to  in  a  con- 
"  gress  of  the  United  States,  and  be  afterwards  confirmed  by  the  legis- 
"latures  of  every  State.     These  articles  shall  be  proposed  to  the  legis- 
**  latures  of  all  the  United  States,  to  be  considered,  and  if  approved 
"  of  by  them,  they  are  advised  to  authorise  their  delegates,  to  ratify  the 
"same  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States  ;  which  being  done,  the 
"same  shall  become  conclusive. 

By  Order  of  Congress^ 

HENRY  LAURENS  President." 

And  wlitreas  the  senate  and  assembly  of  this  State  of  New- York  in  R«oitai  as 
legislature  convened  have  separately  taken  the  said  several  articles  of  ^*pp"^^*^ 
confederation    into  their  respective  most  deliberate  and  mature  con- 
sideration and  by  their  several  and  respective  resolutions  deliberately 
made  and  entered  into  for  the  purpose  have  fully  and  entirely  approved 
of  the  same.  ^ 

In  order  therefore  that  such  approval  may  be  published  and  made  ibid,  as  to 
known  to  the  whole  world  with  all  the  solemnities  of  law  and  that  P"*****^******^ 
all  the  subjects  of  this  State  and  others  inhabiting  and  residing  therein 
from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times  thereafter  as  long  as  the  said  con- 
federation shall  subsist  and  endure  may  be  bound  by  and  held  to  the  due 
observance  of  the  said  articles  of  confederation  as  a  law  of  this  State 
if  the  same  shall  be  duly  ratified  by  all  the  said  United  States  in  con- 
gress assembled. 

Be  it  enacted  and  declared  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New-  York  repre- 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  declared  by  the  clause.***^ 
authority  of  the  same  That  the  said  several  above  recited  articles  o^  ™royed 
confederation  and  all  and  singular  the  clauses,  matters  and  things  in 
the  same  contained  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  fully  accepted,  received 
and  approved  of,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  this  State. 

And  to  the  end  that  the  same  may  with  all  due  form  and  solemnity 
be  ratified  and  confirmed  by  this  State  in  congress 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  tJie  authority  aforesaid  that  the  delegates  of  Delejratea 
this  State  in  the  said  congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  or  any  two  to  ratify^ 
of  the   said  delegates  shall  be   and  hereby  are  fully  authorized  im-  "><*  ^^^-ti- 
powered  and  required  wholly  entirely  and  absolutely  for  and  in  behalf  oies. 
of  the  people  of  this  State  and  in  such  manner  and  under  such  for- 
malities as  shall  be  determined  in  congress  to  ratify  and  confirm  all 
and  every  of  the  said  above  recited  articles  of  confederation  and  all 
and  singular  the  clauses  matters   and   things  in   the  same   contained 
and  that  on  exemplification  of  this  act  tested  by  his  excellency  the 
governor,  or  the  lieutenant  governor,  or  president  of  the  senate  of  this 
State  for  the  time  being  administring  the  government  and  authenticated 
with  the  great  seal  of  this  State  shall  be  full  and  conclusive  evidence  of 
this  act  provided  always  that   nothing  in  this  act  or  the  said  above 
recited  articles  of  confederation  contained  nor  any  act  matter  or  thing 
to  be  done  and  transacted  by  the  delegates  of  this  State  in  congress  in 
and  concerning  the  premises  or  any  part  thereof  shall  bind  or  oblige  or 
be  construed  deemed  or  esteemed  to  bind  or  oblige  the  government  leg- 
islature people  subjects  inhabitants  or  residents  of  this  State  until  the 
said  above  recited  articles  of  confederation  shall  have  been  duly  ratified 
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and  confirmed  by  or  in  behalf  of  all  the  said  United  States  in  congress 
assembled  any  thing  herein  or  in  the  said  above  recited  articles  of  con- 
federation contained  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  anywise  notwithstanding 


CHAP.  2. 

AN  ACT  to  impower  the  governor,  lieutenant  governor  or 
president  of  the  senate  administering  the  government  of  this 
State,  to  order  the  commissioner  and  commissaries  therein 
mentioned  to  issue  the  several  stores,  cloathing  and  neces- 
saries therein  specified  to  the  uses  and  purposes  therein 
directed. 

Passed  the  4th  of  February,  1778. 

Offloen  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York,  represented  in  Sen- 

uSue^lu-  ^^^  ^^^  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same; 
tary  stores.  That  the  commissioner  of  military  stores,  the  commissaries  of  cloath- 
ing, and  the  commissary,  for  procuring  necessaries  for  the  use  of  the 
continental  troops  raised  by  this  State  appointed  by  the  convention 
thereof  be  and  they  hereby  are  respectively  authorized  and  required 
from  time  to  time  to  deliver  such  and  so  many  of  the  said  stores, 
cloathing  and  necessaries,  as  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  from  time 
to  time  in  their  or  either  of  their,  care  custody  or  possession,  to  such 
person  or  persons,  and  in  such  manner  as  the  governor,  lieutenant 
governor,  or  president  of  the  senate  administring  the  government, 
for  the  time  being  shall  direct,  by  his  order  in  writing,  under  his  hand, 
specifying  to  whom  or  what  account  the  same  shall  be  charged  ;  and 
the  said  governor,  lieutenant  governor  or  president  shall  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  and  impowered  to  give  orders  to  the  said  com- 
missioner of  military  stores  to  issue  for  the  use  of  the  militia  of  this 
State  or  any  part  thereof,  such  quantities  of  the  said  military  stores 
as  he  shall  judge  necessary;  and  to  the  said  commissaries  respectively 
for  the  use  of  the  five  regiments  of  continental  troops,  raised  by  this 
State,  or  any  part  thereof,  such  quantities  of  the  ^aijd  cloathing  and  other 
necessaries,  as  he  shall  think  fit,  and  to  no  other  uses  or  purposes  what- 
soever ;  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  such  issues  shall  be  made  as 
aforesaid  rendering  himself  and  themselves,  by  his  or  their  receipt,  ac- 
countable for  the  same. 
Time  act  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  this  act  shall  continue 
inforo^"^  in  force  untill  the  first  day  of  January,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  and  no  longer. 


CHAP.  3. 

AN  ACT  appointing  commissioners  for  detecting  and  defeating 
conspiracies  and  declaring  their  powers. 

Passed  the  5th  of  February,  1778. 

Preamble.  Whereas  the  late  convention  did  appoint  a  board  of  commissioners 
for  the  purpose  of  enquiring  into  detecting  and  defeating  all  conspira- 
cies which  might  be  formed  in  this  State  against  the  liberties  oi  America 
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And  whereas^  by  reason  of  the  present  invasion  of  this  State  and  of 
the  disaffection  of  sundry  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  same,  it  will  be  ex- 
pedient to  continue  the  said  board  which  experience  hath  shewn  to  be 
of  great  use  and  importance.  To  the  end  therefore  that  the  State  and 
the  peace  of  the  same  may  be  efectuAlly  guarded  and  secured  against 
the  wicked  machinations  and  designs  of  the  foreign  and  domestic  foes 
thereof 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York  represented  in  officer 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same  ^^^^ 
That  the  governor,  lieutenant  governor,   or  president  of  the   senate  commia- 
who  for  the  time  being  shall  administer  the  government  of  this  State  ****'*®"* 
be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  empowered  from  time  to  time  to 
appoint   by  commission  by  and  with  the  advice   and  consent  of  the 
council  of  appointment  so  many  persons  not  exceeding  ten  as  he  shall 
think  proper  to  be  commissioners  for  the  Purposes  aforesaid  and  that 
the  said  commissioners  or  any  three  of  them  be  and  they  hereby  are 
authorized  and  empowered  to  do  and  perform  the  several  acts  matters 
and  things  herein  after  mentioned  viz  :  that  the  said  commissioners  or  Powers  of 
any  three  of  them  shall  be  and  they  hereby  are.  authorized  and  im-  gionSsT 
powered  to  send  for  persons  and  papers  and  administer  oaths  and  to 
apprehend  and  confine  or  cause  to  be  apprehended  and  confined  in  such 
mariner  and  under  such  restrictions  and  limitations  as  to  them  shall 
appear  necessary  for  the  public  safety  all  persons  whose  going  at  large 
shall  in  the  judgment  of  the  said  commissioners  or  any  three  of  them 
appear  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  this  State.      To  take  bonds  and  To  take 
recognizances  from  time  to  time  to  the  people  of   this  State  for  the  ^^^^^ 
good  behaviour  safe  custody  or  appearance  of  such  of  the  said  per- 
sons and  of  all  others  now  confined  for  the  like  cause  as  they  may 
think  proper  in  such  sums  and   upon  such  conditions  as  unto  them 
shall  appear  expedient;  and  the  said  bonds  and  recognizances  if  for- 
feited to  prosecute  or  to  cancel  and  release  upon  such  terms  and  con- 
ditions and   to  discharge  from  confinement  any  of  the  said   persons 
absolutely  and   without   any  terms  or  conditions   as   they  may  think 
proper  and  also  from  time  to  time  to  make  such  provision  for  the  custody 
safe  custody  and  comfortable  subsistence  of  all  persons  who  may  from  J^n^^J^ "f 
time  to  time  be  so  confined  as  aforesaid  in  such  manner  as  they  may  prisoners, 
think  proper  provided  always  that  by  reason  or  colour  of  any  thing 
herein  contained  the  said  commissioners  or  any  of  them  shall  not  be 
impowered  to  inflict  any  corporal  punishment  upon  any  or  either  of 
the  said  persons  confined  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  that  no  judge  persons 
or  magistrate  shall  bail  any  of  the  persons  who  may  be  confined  by  n^J^^^be 
authority  of   the  said  commissioners  and   that  no  court  shall   deliver  let  to  bail, 
any  of  the  gaols  within  this  State  of  any  person  or  persons  so  con-  ®'°* 
fined  as  aforesaid  unless  such  persons  shall  have  been  indicted  and 
tried  for  the  offence  or  offences  for  which  he  or  she  shall  have  been 
respectively  committed. 

And  be  it  further  enactea  oy  the  authority  aforesaid  that  each  and  every  Official 
of  the  said  commissioners  before  they  shall  respectively  take  upon  them  ®*^' 
the  exercise  of  the  said  office  do  before  one  or  more  of  the  said  commis- 
sioners who  are  hereby  impowered  to  administer  the  same  take  the  fol- 
lowing oath  (towit).  "  I,  A.  B.  one  of  the  commissioners  according  to 
the  form  and  effect  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  appointing  commis- 
sioners for  detecting  and  defeating  conspiracies,  and  declaring  their 
powers  appointed  do  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God  most  solemnly 
promise  and  swear  that  I  will  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  ability 
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faithfully  execute  and  perform  for  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State  of  New-  York  all  and  singular  the  powers  and  authorities 
by  force  and  virtue  of  the  said  act  unto  me  given.     So  help  me  God. 
Power  to        And  for  as  much  as  the  execution  of  the  said  several  trusts,  duties 
money       ^^^  powers,  will  be  attended  with  considerable  expence  be  it  further 
from  pub-  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  that  the  said  commissioners  be,  and  they 
liry^"**"    hereby  are  authorized  and  empowered  from  time  to  time  to  draw  from 
the  public  treasury  of  this  State  all  and  every  such  sum  and  sums  of 
Accouut     money  as  they  shall  thi^k  proper  provided  always^  That  the  said  com- 
rendered.   ^lissioners  shall  render  a  just  and  true  recount  of  the  expenditure  of 
the  several  sums  of  money  by  them  so  drawn  as  aforesaid ;  and  that  the 
said  several  sums  shall  not  in  the  whole  exceed  the  sum  of  five  thou- 
sand pounds. 
Minutes  of      And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  that  the  said 
PngB.**^      commissioners  shall  keep  regular  minutes  of  all  their  proceedings  in 
order  that  the  same  may  be  submitted  if  required  to  the  consideration 
of  the  senate  or  assembly  or  of  such  person  or  persons  as  shall   be 
for  that  purpose  appointed  ;  and  that  each  and  every  of  the  said  com- 
missioners do  receive  for  every  day  in  which  he  shall  be  actually 
employed  in  the  business  aforesaid   the  sum  of  twenty  shillings,  for 
his  trouble  and  expence,  in  attending  upon  the  same. 
Time  not         And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  that  this  act  shall 
In  fbrc?"*  continue  in  force,  until  the  first  day  of  November y  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  and  no  longer. 


CHAP.  4. 

AN  ACT  to  remove  doubts  concerning  the  corporation  of  the 

city  of  Albany. 

Passed  the  17th  of  February,  1778. 

Preamble.  WHEREAS  by  the  Constitution  of  this  State  it  is  ordained  that  none 
of  the  charters  within  the  same  shall  be  adjudged  to  be  void  by  reason 
of  any  non-user  or  mis-user  between  the  nineteenth  day  of  Aprils  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five 
and  the  publication  of  the  said  Constitution  and  whereas  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  city  at  the  last  anniversary  for  the  election  and  appoint- 
ment of  the  members  of  the  corporation  of  the  said  city  did  not,  in 
the  confusion  of  the  times  occasioned  by  the  calamities  of  the  present 
war  elect  their  aldermen  or  assistants  or  common  councilmen  in 
strict  conformity  with  the  charter  of  the  said  city  nor  did  the  said 
corporation  appoint  the  officers  required  by  the  said  charter  to  be 
appointed  by  them,  on  that  day  and  on  account  of  the  establishment 
of  independency  in  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  change  of 
government  in  this  State  in  consequence  thereof  the  members  of  the 
said  corporation  could  not  take  the  usual  oaths  required  by  the  said 
charter  by  reason  whereof  doubts  may  arise  as  well  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  estates  rights  liberties  privileges  franchises  and  immunities 
granted  and  confirmed  by  the  said  charter  to  the  said  corporation 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  city  as  concerning  the  validity  of  the 
election,  and  the  authority  of  the  several  magistrates  and  other  memr 
bers  of  the  said  city,  and  corporation  then  elected.  For  the  removal 
whereof  and  to  the  end  that  all  and  singular  the  said  estates  rights 
liberties  privileges  franchises  and   immunities  may  remain  as  good, 
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valid  and  unimpeached  in  the  law  as  the  same  were,  at  and  immedi- 
ately before  the  said  nineteenth  day  of  Aprils  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five;  and  that  the  said 
magistrates  and  other  members  may  exercise  their  several  offices  and 
functions  without  any  legal  or  other  let  hindrance  or  impediment 
whatsoever. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York,  represented  in  charter, 
Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  tj^nuedln 
That  the  said  charter  and  all  and  singular  the  estates,  rights,  powers,  force, 
authorities  liberties  privileges  franchises  preheminences  and  immuni- 
ties thereby  granted  and  confirmed,  and  which  the  said  corpora- 
tion and  the  members  thereof  did  actually  hold  exercise  and  enjoy 
on  the  nineteenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-five  shall  be,  continue  and  enure,  in  full 
force,  virtue  and  efficacy,  to  all  intents,  constructions  and  purposes, 
in  the  law  whatsoever  notwithstanding  any  non-user  or  mis-user 
thereof,  or  of  any  part  thereof  between  the  eighteenth  day  of  April  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five 
and  the  first  day  of  March  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight  or  the  day  of  qualification  herein 
after  mentioned  which  shall  first  happen  and  that  all  and  singular  the 
said  magistrates  and  members  of  the  said  corporation  shall  be  fully 
able  and  capable  in  the  law  to  exercise  all  and  singular  the  powers 
and  authorities  to  their  several  and  respective  offices  and  places 
belonging  as  well  as  their  joint  and  several  authorities  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  such  officers  as  ought  to  have  been  appointed  by  them  jointly 
or  by  any  one  or  more  of  them  separately  on  the  aforesaid  anniversary 
day  notwithstanding  any  want  of  conformity  to  the  said  charter  in 
the  said  election  or  appointments  or  either  of  them. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  that  as  soon  officers  to 
as  may  be  after  the  publication  hereof  the  mayor,  recorder  aldermen  ^^^^^•'{.•e 
and  assistants  or  common  council  men  of  the  said  city  and  all  other  oath  of 
the  officers  of  the  said  corporation  shall  convene  at  the  city-hall  of  Jo  stated 
the  said  city  or  some  other  place  in  the  said  city  convenient  for  the 
purpose  and  there  qualify  themselves  for  the  said    offices  and  places 
respectively   by  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  State   as  pre- 
scribed by  law  and  also  their  several  and  respective  oaths  of  office, 
as  directed  by  the  said  charter  before  they  shall  respectively  enter  on 
the  execution  of  their  several  and  respective  offices  and  places. 


CHAP.  5. 

AN  ACT  for  granting  to  the  governor  the  sum  of  ten  thousand 
pounds  for  paying  subsisting  and  defraying  the  contingent 
expences  of  the  militia  whenever  he  shall  call  them  into  actual 
service. 

Passed  21st  February,  1778. 

Whereas  notwithstanding  the  governor  of  this  State  is  by  the  con-  Preamble, 
stitution  thereof  general  and  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  militia 
yet  no  provision  is  made  for  the  payment  subsistance  or  the  contingent 
expences  of  such  parts  of  the  said  militia  as  he  may  from  time  to  time 
call  into  actual  service  and  whereas  this  State  is  still  invaded  by  for- 
eign enemies  and  infested  with  wicked  and  disaffected  persons  who 
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disturb  the  peace  of  the  same  by  reason  whereof  it  may  be  necessary 
frequently  to  order  detachments  of  the  said  militia  into  actual  service 
to  the  end  therefore  that  the  governor  may  be  the  better  enabled  to 
call  out  the  militia  whenever  he  shall  judge  it  requisite  for  the  defence 
and  security  of  the  State 
Officer  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York  represented  in 

ghlen         Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same 
Sraw'*°     that    the    governor,  lieutenant-governor  or    president   of   the    senate 
money  to    who  shall  administer  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being 
SBnoS*etoM  s^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^   hereby  authorized  and  empowered   from   time  to 
of  muitia. '  time  to   draw  from   the   treasury  of  this   State  by  warrant   all  and 
every  such  sum  and  sums  of  money  as  he  may  think  proper  not  exceed- 
ing in  the  whole  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds  to,  be  applied  to 
the  payment   subsistance   and    contingent    expences    of    such  of  the 
militia  as  he  may  from  time  to  time  call  into  actual  service. 
AooouDt  to      And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  that   the  gov- 
dereS        cmor,    lieutenant-govemor    or    president    of    the    senate    who    shall 
administer  the  government  for  the  time  being  shall  render  an  account 
to  the  legislature  of  this  State  of  all  such  sum  and  sums  of  money  as 
he  may  so  from  time  to  time  draw  out  of   the  treasury  for  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid. 


CHAP.  6. 

AN  ACT  for  the  distribution  of  sundry  charitable  donations  to 
certain  distressed  inhabitants  on  the  frontiers  of  this  State. 

Passed  the  2ist  of  February,  177S. 

Preamble.       WHEREAS  in    consequence    of   a   resolution   of   the  Jate  council  of 
safety  containing  a  recommendation  for  that  purpose,  sundry  charita- 
ble donations  have  been  and  probably  will  continue  to  be  made  for 
the  relief  of    the    ruined    inhabitants   on   the  frontiers   of  this  State 
and  whereas  by  the  tenor  of  the  said  resolution  such  donations  were 
to  be  applied  to  the  relief  of  such  inhabitants  in  such  manner  as  the 
said  council  or  the  legislature  of  this  State  should  direct.     To  the  end 
therefore  that  a  due  distribution  of  the  said  donations  may  be  made 
and  that  persons  may  be  properly  authorized  for  that  purpose. 
Commis-         Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New-York  represented  in 
collect  and  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 
doiluoM.  ^^^^  Volkert  Veeder  of    Tryon  county,  Cornelius  Van  Veghten  of  Sar- 
'  aghtogay  and  Andrew  Mitchell  of  BcUls-Town  in  the  county  of  Albany ^ 
and  John  Nesbitt  and    Samuel   Crossit  of    Charlotte   county  esquires 
shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  commissioners  to  collect  and 
distribute  such  donations  as  aforesaid  with  •  full  power  and  authority 
to  them  or  a  majority  of  them  to  receive  such  donations  as  aforesaid 
from  each  and  every  person  and  persons  in  whose  hands  the  same  are 
or  shall  be  deposited  and  the  same  to  distribute  to  and  among  the  dis- 
tressed inhabitants  on  the  frontiers  of  the   eastern  and  western  dis- 
tricts of  this  State,  who  during  the  late  campaign,  were  obliged   by 
reason  of  the  devastations  of  the  enemy  to  abandon  their  habitations, 
in  such  manner  and  in  such  proportions  to  each  respective  family  or 
person  as  to  the  said  commissioners  shall  seem  meet  and  proper. 
BzpeoBes        "^^^  ^^  ^^  further    encuted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  that  all  and 
tobede-     singular  the  charges  and    expences   that   shall   arise  in  or  about  the 
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premises   shall  be  defrayed  out  of  the    said   donations,  and  the  said  frayed  out 
commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  sell  and  dispose  of  such  part  tiona"*" 
of  the  said  donations  as  shall  be  necessary  for  that  purpose ;  provided 
neveriheUss  that  the  said  commissioners  shall  not  be  allowed  any  com- 
missions or  wages  for  their  services  or  loss  of  time. 

And  be  it  further  eruuted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  that  the  said  com-  Accounts 
missioners  shall  keep  just  and  regular  accounts  of  all  their  proceedings  ^  ^  ^^^^ 
in  or  about  the  premises ;  to  the  end,  that  the  same  may  if  required 
be  laid  before  the  legislature  of  this  State. 


CHAP.  7. 

AN  ACT  requiring  all  persons  holding  offices  or  places  under 
the  government  of  this  State  to  take  the  oaths  therein  pre- 
scribed and  directed. 

Passed  the  5th  of  March,  1778. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York  represented  in  officers  to 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  ^aUc^- 
That  every  member  of  the   present  senate  and  every  member  of  the  ance. 
present  assembly  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the  passing  of  this  act ;  and 
every  future  member  of   the  senate  and  every  future  member  of  the 
assembly,  before  he  take  his  seat;  and  all  officers  civil  and  military, 
before  they  enter  upon  the  execution  of  their  respective  trusts  places 
or  offices  shall  and  they  are  hereby  respectively  required  to  take  aAd 
subscribe  the  following  oath  of  allegiance;  to-wit. 

I,  A.  B.  do  solemnly  swear  and  declare  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  j.^,^  ^^ 
God,  that  I  will  bear  true  faith  and  allegiance  to  the  State  of  New- 
York  as  a  free  and  independent  State  ;  and  that  I  will  in  all  things  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  ability,  do  my  duty,  as  a  good  subject 
of  the  said  State  ought  to  do  ;  so  help  me  God. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  that  the  governor  officers 
and  lieutenant-governor  for  the  time  being  and  every  president  of  the  J^^^i? 
senate,  who  shall  at  any  time  administer  the  government  of  this  State,  oiai  oath, 
shall  respectively  take  the  following  oath  of  office  to-wit, 

I,  A.  B.  elected  and  appointed  (governor  lieutenant-governor  or  porm  of. 
president  of  the  senate  as  the  case  may  be)  do  here  solemnly  in  the 
presence  of  Almighty  God,  before  whom  I  expect  to  answer  for  my 
conduct  swear  and  declare,  that  I  will  in  all  things  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  and  ability,  faithfully  perform  the  trust  reposed  in  me  as 
(governor  lieutenant-governor  or  president  of  the  senate  as  the  case 
may  be)  by  executing  the  laws  and  maintaining  the  peace,  freedom 
and  independence  of  the  said  State,  in  conformity  unto  the  powers 
delegated  unto  me  by  the  Constitution  of  the  said  State ;  so  help  me 
God. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  judi-  Judicial 
cial  officers  of  this  State,  before  they  enter  on  the  execution  of  their  jS^Si^ 
respective  offices  shall  severally  take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath  ciai  oatb. 
to-wit, 

I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  swear  and  declare  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  form  of. 
God,  that  I  will  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  ability  execute  the 
office  of  (here  describe  the  office)  within  the  State  of  New-  York  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  the  said  State  in  defence  of 
the  freedom  and   independence  thereof  and  for  the  maintenance   of 
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of  State  to 
take  offi- 
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take  offi- 
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form  of. 
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take  offi- 
cial oath. 
Form  of. 


Ministerial 
officers  to 
take  offi- 
cial oath. 

Form  of. 


liberty  and  the  distribution  of  justice  among  the  subjects  of  the  said 
State  without  fear,  favour,  partiality,  affection  or  hope  of  reward; 
so  help  me  God. 

And  that  the  secretary  of  this  State  shall  in  like  manner  take  and 
subscribe  the  following  oath,  to-wit. 

"  I,  A.  B.,  secretary  of  the  State  of  New-  York^  do  solemnly  swear  and 
declare  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  that  I  will  in  all  things,  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  and  ability,  justly  and  honestly,  keep  the  records, 
deeds,  wills,  testaments,  parchments  and  instruments  of  writing  com- 
mitted, and  which  shall  be  from  time  to  time  hereafter  committed 
unto  me;  and  in  all  other  things  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and 
understanding  faithfully  perform  the  duty  of  my  said  office  of  secre- 
tary without  favour  or  partiality.     So  help  me  God." 

And  that  the  sheriffs  and  und^r-sheriffs  of  the  several  counties  in  this 
State  shall  in  like  manner  take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath,  to-wit. 

I,  A.  B.,  (sheriff,  or  under-sheriff  as  the  case  may  be)  of  the 
county  of  do  solemnly  swear  and  declare  in  the  presence 

of  Almighty  God;  that  I  will  well  and  truly  serve  the  people  of  the  State 
of  New-York,  in  the  office  of  (sheriff  or  under-sheriff,  as  the  case 
may  be)  during  my  continuance  therein;  and  will  duly,  faithfully  and 
truly  execute  or  cause  to  be  executed  (the  words  "  or  cause  to  be  exe- 
cuted "  to  be  omitted  when  the  oath  is  administered  to  an  under- 
sheriff)  all  writs  and  precepts  that  shall  be  delivered  to  me  or  come 
to  and  remain  in  my  hands  for  that  purpose;  and  will  faithfully  and 
truly  return  the  same  according  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  skill, 
and  judgment;  and  that  I  will  not  knowingly,  corruptly  or  unjustly, 
use  or  exercise  the  office  of  (sheriff  or  under-sheriff  as  the  case  may 
be)  during  the  time  that  I  shall  remain  therein  ;  neither  will  I  directly 
or  indirectly,  accept,  receive  or  take  by  any  colour  means  or  device 
whatsoever  or  consent  to  the  taking  of  any  manner  of  fee  or  reward, 
of  or  from  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  for  the  impanneling  or 
returning  of  any  inquest,  jury  or  tales  in  any  court  for  the  people 
of  this  State  or  between  party  and  party  or  for  the  serving  any  legal 
process  whatsoever  or  for  any  other  service  whatsoever,  in  my  said 
office  of  sheriff  (or  under-sheriff  as  the  case  may  be)  more  than 
such  fees  or  rewards,  as  now  are  or  hereafter  shall  be  appointed, 
allowed,  and  by  law  established  ;  but  will  demean  myself  truly  and 
impartially  in  all  things  that  shall  belong  to  the  duty  of  my  office  of 
(sheriff,  or  under-sheriff,  as  the  case  may  be)  according  to  the  best 
of  my  skill  and  ability.     So  help  me  God. 

And  also  that  the  clerks  of  the  several  counties  in  this  State  shall 
in  like  manner  respectively  take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath  to-wit. 

I,  A.  B.,  clerk  of  the  county  of  do  solemnly  swear  and 

declare  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God;  that  I  will  justly  and  honestly 
keep  the  records  and  papers  by  virtue  of  my  said  office  of  clerk 
committed  and  which  shall  be  from  time  to  time  hereafter  committed 
unto  me,  and  in  all  things  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  under- 
standing faithfully  perform  the  duty  of  my  said  office  of  clerk  without 
favour  or  partiality;  so  help  me  God. 

And  also  that  all  other  ministerial  officers  in  this  State  shall  take  the 
following  oath  to-wit. 

I,  A.  B.,  chosen  or  appointed  (as  the  case  may  be)  to  the  office  of 
(here  insert  the  officer's  title  of  office)  do  solemnly  in  the  presence  of 
Almighty  God,  before  whom  I  expect  to  answer  for  my  conduct 
promise  and  swear,  that  I  will  in  all  things  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
and  ability  faithfully  perform  the  trust  reposed  in  me.     So  help  me  God. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid ;  That  all  future  Future 
governors  and  lieutenant-governors  and  every  president  of  the  senate  ^k^JSid* 
who  shall  at  any  time  administer  the  government  of  this  State  and  the  ^^u®*™® 
present  and  all  future  members  of  the  senate  and  the  present  and 
all  future  members  of  the  assembly,  chancellors  judges  and  the  re- 
spective officers  of  their  several  courts,  and  justices,  secretaries  of  the 
state  sheriffs  under-sheriffs  and  clerks  of  counties  and  all  military 
officers  shall  take  and  subscribe  the  oaths  above  required  to  be  taken 
and  subscribed  by  them  respectively  before  some  person  or  persons 
who  shall  be  appointed  by  commission  in  nature  of  a  dedimus  potestatem 
for  that  purpose  ;  which  person  or  persons  shall  take  such  subscriptions 
on  a  roll  or  rolls  to  be  provided  for  the  purpose,  containing  a  proper 
caption  or  captions  with  the  said  oaths  wrote  at  length  thereon,  and 
subscribed  with  the  proper  names  and  handswriting  of  the  several  per- 
son and  persons  taking  such  respective  oaths  ;  which  rolls  shall  from 
time  to  time  be  disposed  of  as  follows  to  wit. 

TJiose   containing  the  oaths  and   subscriptions,  of   the   governors,  official 
lieutenant-governor,  members  of  senate,  members  of  assembly,  chan-  ^^^  ^ 
cellors,  judges  of  the  supream  court,  judges  of  the  court  of  admiralty,  be  kept, 
judges  of  the  court  of  probates   and   the  respective  officers  of  their 
several  courts  and  the  secretaries  of  the  state,  shall  be  deposited  and 
kept  in  the  secretary's  office  of  this  State ;  and  such  of  them  as  con- 
tain the  oaths  and  subscriptions  of  the  county  officers  both  civil  and 
miUtary,  shall  be  deposited  and  kept  in  the  offices  of  clerk  of  the 
respective  counties;  and  that  every  ministerial  officer  other  than  such 
as  are  herein  above  mentioned,  shall  take  the  oath  herein  above  directed 
to  be  taken  by  him  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  county  where 
such  officer  shall  reside.    Provided  always^  That  nothing  in  this  act  proviso  as 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  his  excellency  the  present  i^PfSfS?' 
governor,  who  is  already   qualified   on  oath   for  the  exercise  of  his 
office. 


CHAP.  8. 

AN  ACT  for  encreasing  the  number  of  assessors  throughout 

this  State. 

.     Passed  the  12th  of  March,  1778. 

Whereas  it  is  supposed  that  assessments  could  be  made  with  greater  preamble, 
certainty  if  the  number  of  assessors    throughout  this   State  were  in- 
creased 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York  repre-  Assessors 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  di«chaiiged. 
the  same  'That   the  several   assessors  within   this  State,  shall   be  and 
they  are  hereby  respectively  discharged  from  the  said  office  of  assessor. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  inhab-  Assessors 
itants  of  the  several  wards  in  the  several  cities  and  of  the  several  ^^^^ 
boroughs,  towns,  manors,  districts  and  precincts  within  this  State  shall 
assemble  themselves  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  April  next  in  the  several 
wards  in  the  several  cities  at  such  place  in  each  respective  ward  where 
the  elections  for  civil  officers  have  heretofore  been  usually  held  and  in 
the  several  boroughs,  towns,  manors,  districts  and  precincts  at  the 
leveral  usual  places  of  town-meeting  (except  in  the  Mohawks  dis- 
trict in  Tryon  county  wherein  the  election  shall  be  held  at  the  house 
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oi  Johannes  Veeder)  and  shall  then  and  there  by  plurality  of  voices 
elect  in  manner  heretofore  accustomed  so  many  assessors  to  be  per- 
sons resident  within  the  respective  wards,  boroughs,  towns,  manors, 
districts  and  precincts  as  the  plurality  of  the  inhabitants  then  and 
there  assembled  shall  determine  proper  and  necessary  so  as  the  number 
of  assessors  for  each  ward,  borough,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct 
shall  not  exceed  nine  nor  be  less  than  three. 
Term  of  -^^^  ^^  i^  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  asses- 

offlce.  assessors  so  to  be  elected  on  the  said  first  Tuesday  in  April  next  shall 
continue  in  office  in  the  several  wards  until  the  annual  day  of  election 
of  civil  officers  in  each  respective  city  and  in  the  several  boroughs, 
towns  manors,  districts  or  precincts  until  the  annual  day  of  town- 
meeting  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-nine, 
A  nual  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  inhabi- 

aMeslSSs?'^  tants  of  the  several  wards  shall  on  the  said  annual  day  of  election 
of  civil  officers  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  boroughs,  tbiyns, 
manors,  precincts  and  districts  shall  on  the  said  annual  day  of  town- 
meeting  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  and  on  every  annual  day  of  election  or  town- 
meeting  forever  thereafter  by  plurality  of  voices  elect  a  number  of 
assessors  not  less  than  three  nor  exceeding  nine,  in  the  said  wards, 
boroughs,  towns,  manors,  districts  and  precincts,  respectively. 
Powers  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  autJwrity  aforesaid  That  a  majority 

of  a»e^*^  of  the   assessors   to   be   elected   by  virtue   of   this   act  shall  be   and 
sore.  they   are   hereby   authorized  to   rate  and   assess   the  several  persons 

and  estates  within  the  respective  places  for  which  they  shall  be  so  elec- 
ted assessors  and  that  each  and  every  person  so  to  be  elected  an 
assessor  who  shall  refuse  to  take  upon  him  the  said  office  of  assessor 
shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  twenty-five  pounds  to  the  people  of  the  State 
to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  with  costs  of  suit  to  be  taxed,  by  the 
attorney  general  of  this  State  in  an  action  of  debt  by  bill  plaint  or 
information  in  any  court  of  record  within  this  State  wherein  the 
defendant  shall  be  held  to  bail  as  in  actions  of  debt  on  specialty 
and  wherein  also  no  essoin,  protection  or  wager  of  law  nor  more 
than  one  imparlance  shall  be  allowed  ;  and  on  recovery  of  the  said 
penalty  the  same  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  State. 
Official  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  each  and 

oath.  ^j^(j  every  person  to  be  elected  an  assessor  from  and  after  the  publi- 

cation of  this  act   shall   before 'he   proceed   in   the  execution  of  his 
office  take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath  before  a  justice  of  the 
peace  of  the  county  wherein  he  shall  reside,  viz. 
Form  of.         I,  A.  B.  an  assessor  elected  for  (here  insert  the  place  for  which  he 
shall  be  so  elected)  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear  and  declare  in  the 
presence  of  Almighty  God  that  I  will  honestly  and  impartially  assess  the 
several  persons  and  estates  within  the  (here  insert  the  place  for  which 
he  shall  be  so  elected)  and  that  in  making  such  assessments  I  will   to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  judgment  observe  the  directions  of  the 
several   laws   of   this   State   requiring  and   directing   each   respective 
assessment  to  be  made,  so  help  me  God. 
Penalty  for      And  that  each  and  every  person  who  shall  proceed  in  the  execution 
proceding  of  the  Said  office  of  assessor  before  he  shall  have  taken  and  subscribed 
before        such  oath  as  aforesaid  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  twenty-five  pounds  to 
oath!'^        the  people  of  this  State  to  be  sued  for,  recovered  and  applied  by -the 
person  and  in  the  manner  directed  with  respect  to  the  other  penalty 
above  mentioned. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  the  ^^^ 
laws  of  this  State  as  far  forth  as  the  same  shall  limit  and  appoint  the 
number  of  assessors  to  be  elected  in  and  for  the  different  parts  of  this 
State  shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  as  well  for  Settle- 
the  purpose  of  assessments,  as  all  military  purposes  whatsoever,   the  Sad?part 
settlements  of  Woodstock,  of  Great  and'  of  Little  Shandeken  in*  Ulster  ^^^' 
county,  be  and  they  are  hereby  severally  annexed  to  and  made  parts 
parts  of  the  township  of  Hurley,  and  that  the  settlement  of  Leghawegh, 
in  the  said  county  be  and  it  is  hereby  annexed  for  the  purposes  afore- 
said to  the  township  of  Rochester  in  the  said  county  of  Ulster, 


CEL4P.  9. 

AN  ACT  to  enable  his  excellency  the  governor  to  assist  the 
continental  commissary  of  prisoners  within  this  State  with 
means  to  secure  the  prisoners  of  war  under  his  direction. 

Passed  the  13th  of  March,  1778. 

Whereas  the  honorable  the  congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  Preamble, 
by  a  certain  resolution  of  the  twenty  first  day  of  January  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight  among  other 
things  therein  contained,  have  directed  that  the  commissary  general 
of  prisoners  of  the  United  States  do  call  in  all  the  officers  and  pri- 
vates belonging  to  the  enemy  being  prisoners,  and  confine  them  in 
such  places,  and  order  them. to  be  subsisted  and  treated  in  such  manner 
as  shall  render  their  situation  similar  in  all  respects  to  that  of  the 
officers  and  privates  who  are  prisoners  with  the  enemy ;  and  it  is  in 
*and  by  the  said  resolution  recommended  to  the  governments  of  the 
respective  States,  where  prisoners  of  war  are  confined  to  give  every 
assistance  in  their  power  to  the  commissary  general  of  prisoners  or 
his  deputy  by  putting  them  in  possession  of  gaols  or  other  proper 
buildings  and  by  furnishing  them  with  guards  in  order  to  enable  them 
to  execute  the  foregoing  resolution 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People   of  the    State    of  New- York  Officer 
represented  in  Setiate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  JSwered™ 
of  the   same    That    his   excellency  the    governor,  or    the   lieutenant-  to  f*^e 
governor  or  the  president  of  the  senate,  for  the  time  being  adminis-  SmlfieSB^ 
tering  the  government,  be  and  he  is  hereby  requested  authorized  and  {Sdemnify 
empowered  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  government  of  this  State  to  against  ex- 
do  execute  and  perform  all  such  acts  and  things  as  to  him  shall  from  p®**®®- 
time  to  time  appear  necessary  for  giving  all  such  assistance  as  aforesaid, 
as  he  shall  think  proper  to  the  said  commissary  general  or  his  deputy 
01  Deputies;  and  that  the  legislature  of  this  State  shall  and  will  by  some 
future  provision  to  be  made  for  the  purpose  indemnify  his  excellency 
tne  governor  or  the  lieutenant-governor,  or  the  president  of  the  senate 
lespectively  for  the  time  being  administering  the  government  for  the 
Expence  that  shall  or  may  from  time  to  time  accrue  in  and  by  giving 
such  assistance  as  aforesaid. 
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CHAP.  10. 

AN  ACT  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  flour  meal  and  grain 

out  of  this  State. 

Passed  the  14th  of  March,  1778. 

Preamble.  WHEREAS  the  council  of  safety  did  on  the  eleventh  day  of  November 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven  by  a  certain  resolution  then  made  and  published  lay  an  embargo 
against  the  exportation  of  all-  flour,  meal  and  grain  whatsoever  out  of 
this  State  and  did  thereby  strictly  forbid  all  persons  whatsoever  as 
well  inhabitants  of  this  State  as  others,  from  and  after  the  sixteenth 
day  of  the  said  month  of  November  under  any  colour  or  pretence 
whatsoever  either  directly  or  indirectly  to  export  or  attempt  to  export 
or  cause  or  procure  to  be  exported  or  attempted  to  be  exported  out  of 
this  State  any  flour  meal  or  grain  of  any  kind  or  quality  whatso- 
ever either  by  land  or  by  water  without  the  special  License  of  the  said 
council  of  saiety  or  the  convention  or  legislature  of  this  State  first  had 
and  obtained  for  the  purpose 
Ibid.  And  whereas  it  is  still  expedient  to  continue  the  said  embargo  as 

well  for   the  better  supplying  the   inhabitants   of  this  State  and  the 
troops  that  shall  from  time  to  time  be  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  of    America  with  bread  as  for  preventing  supplies  of  the  said 
necessary  articles  of  provision  to  the  enemy  subject  nevertheless  to  cer- 
tain alterations  and  regulations  which  are  now  become  necessary. 
Resolution      Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  tJu  State  of  New  York  rep- 
oonllrmed.  resented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority 
of  the  same  That  the  said  resolution  of  the  said  council  of  safety  and 
the  embargo  thereby  laid  except  such  parts  thereof  as  are  herein  after 
repealed  shall  stand  and  be  and  hereby  are  confirmed  and  continued 
from  the  time  of  the  making  and  publishing    of   the  said  resolution 
until  the  same  shall  hereafter  be  repealed  annulled  and  made  void  by 
some  future  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  State, 
aaoses  re-      And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  ThdX  all  and  singular 
pealed.       xht  lauses  and  provisions  in  the  said  ordinance  or  resolution  contained 
except  such  part  or  parts  of  the  same  as  is  or  are  herein  above  recited 
shall  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is  and  are  absolutely  repealed  annulled 
and  made  void  any  thing  in  the  same  or  any  or  either  of  them  con- 
tained to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 
Resolution      And  be  tt  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  a  certain  reso- 
inj^mor-  lotion  made  and  published  by  the  said  council  of  safety  on  the  twenty- 
totlon  of    first  day  of  November  in  the  year  of   our  Lord   one    thousand   seven 
repealed,    hundred  and  seventy-seven  for  licensing  the  exportation  of  flour  meal 
and  grain  out  of  this  State  under  certain  regulations  and  restrictions 
therein  mentioned  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  and  declared 
null  and  void. 
On  special      And  whereas  notwithstanding  the  said  embargo  it  may  be  necessary 
^poru^^   in  special  cases  to  license  the  exportation  of  flour  meal  and  grain  out 
tion  of  this  State. 

Ik^^sed.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor  or  the  president 
of  the  senate  administering  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time 
being  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  any  two  members  of  the 
legislature  upon  special  occasions  according  to  his  and  their  discre- 
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tion  from  time  to  time  until  further  provision  be  made  herein  by 
the  legislature  of  this  State  to  license  the  exportation  of  flour,meal  and 
grain  out  of  the  same,  under  such  limitations  restrictions  and  regulations 
as  to  them  shall  seem  proper. 

And  in  order   the   better   to   enforce   the    observance    of  the  said 
Embargo; 

Be  it  further   enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  whoever  shall  Penalty 
offend  against  the  tenor  true    intent  and   meaning  of  the  said  ordi-  Jufn^of**" 
nance  or  Resolution  of  the  said  council  first  above  mentioned  or  of  ordinance 
this  act   either  by  exporting  or  causing  or  procuring  to  be  exported  Sf^lSng 
out  of  this  State,  the  same  being  actually  exported  out  of  the  same  any  fl*^*"'*  o^- 
flour  meal  or  grain  without  such  special  license  as  the  governor,  lieu- 
tenant-governor or  president  of  the  senate  of  this  State  for  the  time 
being  administering  the  government  thereof  shall  and  may  by  and  with 
such  advice  and  consent  as  aforesaid  grant  by  virtue  hereof,  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  for  every  offence  treble  the  value  of  the  flour  meal  or  grain 
so  exported  to  be  recovered  in  an  action  of  debt  with  full  cost  of  suit 
either  by  bill  plaint  or  information  in  the  supreme  court  of  judicature  of 
this  State  or  in  the  county  court  of  the  county  wherein   the  offence 
shall  have  been  committed  ;  wherein  the  defendant  shall  be  held  to  bail 
as  in  actions  of  debt  upon  specialty  and  wherein  also  no  essoin  protec- 
tion or  wager  of  law  nor  any  more  than  one  imparlance  shall  be  allowed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidvfhtXiQWQX  any  mem-  when 
ber  of  any  county  committee  or  of  any  precinct  or  district  committee  or  2®me" 
any  justice,  sherif  or  other  peace  officer  within  this  State  shall  suspect  may  seize 
that  any  flour  meal  or  grain  passing  through  any  part  of  this  State  is  fi^^nde^** 
intended  or  will  be  attempted  to  be  exported  without  such  special  licence  to  *J90«- 
as  aforesaid  he  shall  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  seize  ^^^ 
and  detain  the  same  and'  also  the  vessels,  slaves;  cattle  and  carriages 
by  whom  and  where  with  or  whereby  the  same  shall  be  so  attempted 
to  be  exported  until  he  shall  have  caused  inquiry  to  be  made,  by  the  Enquiry 
oaths  of  twelve  good  and  lawful  men  of  the  neighbourhood  wherein  such  g^J^JJ  ^ 
seizures  shall  have  been  made  whether  the  flour  meal  or  grain  so  seized  seizure, 
was  attempted    to  be  so  exported  as  aforesaid  without  such  special 
licence  as  aforesaid  giving  to  the  person  or  persons  who  possessed  the 
same  when  the  same  was  seized  if  free  or  if  a  slave  or  slaves  then  to  the 
owner  or  owners  of  such  flour  meal  or  grain  if  he  or  they  be  known  eight 
days  previous  notice  in  writing  of  such  inquiry  before  the  same  shall 
be  made  and  in  case  the  jury  so  to  enquire  shall  find  that  the  said 
flour  meal  or  grain  was  attempted  to  be  exported  as  aforesaid  with- 
out such  special  license  as  aforesaid  the  same  and  the  vessels,  Slaves, 
cattle   and    carriages    by  whom   and  wherewith   or  whereby  the  said 
flour  meal  or  grain  shall  have  been  attempted  to  be  exported  shall 
be  and  hereby  are  declared  forfeited  and  shall  be  sold  at  public  ven- 
due by  the  Person  who  shall  have  seized  the  same  one  full  and  equal 
third   part  of   the   monies    arising  from  which    sale    after  deducting 
thereout  the  necjessary  costs  and  charges  shall  be  paid  to  the  informer 
and  the  other  two  equal  third  parts  thereof  into  the  treasury  of  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  and  it  is  hereby  Persons 
provided  That  no  person  shall  be  questioned  judicially  for  any  act  matter  g^estimfed 
or  thing  contrary  to  the  tenor  or  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  for  any  act 
embargo,  that  shall  have  been  done,  acted  or  transacted  by  him  or  her  ^he  dV 
before  the   passing  of  this  act  any  thing  in  the  said  embargo  or  in  any  ^^^ 
act  or  resolution  of  the  said  council  of  safety  or  in  this  act  to  the  con- 
trary hereof  notwithstanding. 
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CHAP.  11. 

AN  ACT  to  discharge  pardon  and  remit  all  offences  prosecu- 
tions convictions  penalties  and  forfeitures  by  virtue  of  an 
Act  entitled  "  An  Act  for  preventing  tumultuous  and  riotous 
assemblies  in  the  places  therein  mentioned,  and  for  the  more 
speedy  and  effectual  punishing  the  rioters. 

Passed  the  i6th  of  March,  1778. 

Preamble.  WHERE  AS  by  a  certain  act  of  the  governor  the  council  and  the  gen- 
eral assembly  of  the  late  colony  of  New-  York  entitled  "  An  act  for 
treventing  tumultuous  and  riotous  assemblies  in  the  places  therein  men- 
tioned and  for  the  more  speedy  and  effectual  punishing  the  rioters " 
passed  the  ninth  day  of  March  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-four,  certain  new  and  extraordinary  pro- 
visions were  made  for  the  prosecution  conviction  and  punishment  of 
certain  persons  therein  named  and  others  for  certain  offences  commit- 
ted within  the  counties  of  Albany  and  Charlotte^  which  provisions  be- 
ing confined  to  the  cases  of  offences  committed  within  the  said  two 
counties  and  of  those  persons  who  may  have  harboured  or  concealed 
the  offenders,  were  in  themselves  partial,  and  by  altering  the  law  of  the 
land  in  the  said  two  counties  and  enacting  extraordinary  and  severe 
penalties,  excluding  offenders  by  a  new  device  from  the  benefit  of  a 
trial  by  their  peers  before  conviction  are  not  only  inconsistent  with 
the  genius  and  spirit  of  a  free  government,  but  are  also  unjust,  founded 
in  ill  policy  and  have  been  the  cause  of  great  discontent  among  the 
subjects  of  this  State.  A?id  whereas  altho'  the  said  act  has  long  since 
expired  by  its  own  limitation  yet  doubts  have  arose  whether  persons 
may  not  be  questioned  thereon  in  a  course  of  law  for  offences  com- 
mitted against  the  same  before  the  expiration  thereof.  In  order  there- 
fore to  remove  such  doubts  and  to  exempt  from  prosecution  and 
punishment  and  to  ease  and  .quiet  in  their  minds  all  persons  who  may 
be  or  have  been  in  any  wise  affected  by  the  said  act 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 
That  all  crimes  and  offences  committed  against  the  said  act  and  all 
presentments  indictments  and  prosecutions  therebn,  now  depending 
and  undetermined,  and  all  convictions  thereon  against  the  persons 
named  in  the  said  act  or  any  or  either  of  them  or  against  any  other 
person  or  persons  whatsoever  for  any  or  either  of  the  crimes  or  offen- 
ces mentioned  in  the  said  act,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  fully 
absolutely  and  forever  discharged  pardoned  and  superceded,  and  that 
the  penalties  and  forfeitures  thereon  and  each  and  every  of  them  be 
and  the  same  are  hereby  fully  wholly  and  entirely  released  and  remit- 
ted, and  every  of  the  said  persons  in  the  said  act  named  and  all 
others  affected  thereby  are  hereby  severally  fully  restored  to  the  same 
estate  and  condition  respectively  in  which  they  severally  were  before 
the  passing  of  the  said  act,  any  thing  in  the  said  act  contained  to 
the  contrary  hereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 
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CHAP.  12. 

AN  ACT  further  to  organize  the  government  of  this  State. 

Passed  the  i6th  of  March,  1778. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  tJie  State  of  New- York  represented  ni  aii  bills 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  j^^ws  10  be 
That  whenever  and  as  often  as  a  bill  shall  have  been  revised  by  the  indorsed 
council  appointed  to  revise  all  bills  about  to  be  passed  into  laws  by  J°^d^^o  ^5,"^ 
the  legislature   (and  which  council  shall  forever  hereafter  be  known  secretary 
by  the  name  of  the  council  of   revision)  and  the  said  council  shall  Sod  m^ 
have  thereon  declared  that  it  did  not  appear  to  them  improper  that  the  corded, 
said  bill  should  become  a  law  of  this  State,  or  if  the  said  bill  shall  have 
been  before  the  said  council  by  the  space  of  ten  days,  and  shall  not  have 
been  returned  by  the  said  council  with  their  objections  thereto,  as  by 
the  Constitution  of  this  State  is  required,  whereby  the  same  shall  have 
become  a  law  of  this  State,  a  certificate  thereof  as  the  case  may  be,    ' 
to  be  subscribed  by  the  person  administering  the  government  of  this 
State  for  the  time  being  shall  be  endorsed  on  such  law;  whereupon  the 
said  person  administring    the  government  shall  with  his  own  proper 
hand  deliver  such  law  to  the  secretary  of  the  State  for  the  time  being 
or  his  sworn  deputy,  who  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  deposited  in  the 
secretary's  office,  and  recorded  in  a  book  or  books  to  be  kept  for  that 
purpose.     And  that  whenever  and  as  often  as  a  bill  returned  by  the 
said  council  of  revision  to  be  re-considered  shall  notwithstanding  be 
passed  into  a  law,  the  president  of  the  senate  or  speaker  of  the  assembly 
in  whichsoever  the  same  shall  upon  such  reconsideration  last  past,  shall 
deliver  such  law  with  his  own  proper  hand  to  the  secretary  of  the  State 
for  the  time  being  or  his  sworn  deputy,  to  be  deposited  and  recorded  as 
aforesaid  ;  and  the  secretary  of  the  State  for  the  time  being  or  his  sworn 
deputy  shall  attend  at  every  session  of  the  legislature  for  the  purpose 
of  receiving  laws  to  be  delivered  to  him  as  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  arms  have  been  devised  for  this  State,  and  two  several  Proviso  as 
seals  have  been  devised  and  made,  one  of  the  said  seals  as  and  for  the  and  seals, 
great  seal,  and  the  other  as  and  for  the  privy  seal  of  this  State  (and 
which  said  seals  are  now  in  the  custody  and  possession  of  his  excellency 
the  present  governor) 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  aut/iority  aforesaid  That  the  said  Declared 
arms  and  seals  shall  severally  be,  and  they  are  hereby  respectively  de-  seais^and 
clared  to  be  the  arms  the  great  seal,  and  the  privy  seal  of  this  State.  JJ^Itate 
That  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  custody 
being  shall  have  the  custody  and  possession  of  the  said  seals.     That  the  **''  ®^' 
said  seal  hereby  declared  to  be  the  privy  seal  shall  be  the  seal  for  mili- 
tary commissions  and  all  such  matters  and  things  as  heretofore,  while 
this  State  as  the  colony  of  New-  York  was  subject   to   the  crown  of 
Great-Britain  were  issued  under  the  seal  at  arms  of  the  governor  or 
commander  in  chief  of  the  colony  for  the  time  being  shall  issue  under 
the  said  seal  hereby  declared  to  be  the  privy  seal  of  this  State;  and  that 
all  such  matters  and  things  as  heretofore  while  this  State  as  the  colony 
of  New-  York  was  subject  to  the  crown  of  Great- Britain  were  issued 
under  the  great  seal  of  the  colony,  shall  in  future  (the  proceedings  in 
the  court  of  chancery  herein  after  mentioned  excepted)  issue  under  the 
said  seal  hereby  declared  to  be  the  great  seal  of  this  State;  and  shall  be 
made  out  and  entered  of  record  in  the  office  of  secretary  of  the  State, 
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in  the  same  manner  as  when  this  State  as  the  colony  of  New-  York  was 
subject  to  the  crown  of  Great-Britain  the  same  were  made  out  and 
entered  of  record  in  the  office  of  secretary  of  the  colony. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  judge  of 
the  court  of  probates  of  this  State  shall  be  vested  with  all  and  singular 
the  powers  and  authorities,  and  have  the  like  jurisdiction  in  testa- 
mentary matters,  which,  while  this  State  as  the  colony  of  New-  York  was 
subject  to  the  crown  of  Great- Br itain^  the  governor  or  commander  in 
chief  of  the  colony  for  the  time  being  had  and  exercised  as  judge  of  the 
prerogative  court  or  court  of  probates  of  the  said  colony,  except  as  to 
the  nomination  and  appointment  of  surrogates  in  the  several  counties, 
who  shall  be  nominated  and  appointed  by  the  council  of  appointment 
and  commissioned  under  the  great  seal:  And  that  all  letters  of  admin- 
istration to  be  granted  by  the  said  judge,  and  all  citations  and  other  pro- 
cesses issuing  out  of  the  said  court  shall  run  in  the  name  of  the  people 
of  this  State  and  be  tested  in  the  name  of  the  judge  of  the  said  court* 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  chan- 
cellor the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  the  judge  of  the  court  of* 
admiralty,  the  judge  of  the  court  of  probates,  and  the  judges  of  the 
inferior  courts  of  common  pleas  in  the  several  counties  within  this  State, 
respectively  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  respectively  authorized  and 
required,  forthwith  to  cause  seals  for  the  courts  in  which  tHey  respect- 
ively are  judges,  to  be  devised  and  made;  and  that  all  commissions 
writs  processes  and  other  proceedings  which  heretofore  by  the  course 
and  practice  of  the  court  of  chancery  while  this  State  as  the 
colony  of  Neiv-York  was  subject  to  the  crown  of  Great-Britain 
issued  under  the  great  seal,  shall  in  future  issue  under  the  said  seal 
so  to  be  devised  and  made  as  and  for  the  seal  of  the  said  court.  That 
all  proceedings  in  the  court  of  chancery,  and  all  proceedings  in  the 
supreme  court,  which  heretofore  while  this  State,  as  the  colony  of 
New-  York  was  subject  to  the  crown  of  Great-Britain  were  by  law, 
supposed  to  be  before  the  king  himself  shall  in  future  be  before  the 
people  of  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  per- 
son administering  the  government  of  this  State,  as  soon  as  conveniently 
may  be  after  the  publication  hereof  shall  deliver  to  the  secretary  of 
the  State  descriptions  in  writing  of  the  devices  of  the  said  arms  and 
seals,  hereby  declared  to  be  the  arms  great  seal  and  privy  seal  of 
this  State  ;  and  that  the  chancellor,  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court, 
the  judge  of  the  court  of  admiralty,  and  the  judges  of  the  court  of 
probates,  shall  severally  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  they 
shall  have  caused  seals  to  be  devised  and  made  for  the  courts  in  which 
they  respectively  are  judges  as  aforesaid,  deliver  to  the  secretary  of 
the  State  descriptions  in  writing  of  the  said  several  seals  which  said 
several  descriptions  in  writing  the  said  secretary  of  the  State  shall 
deposit  and  record  in  his  office  there  to  remain  as  public  records  of 
this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  commis- 
sions and  law  proceedings  shall  during  the  present  war,  and  for  and 
during  the  space  of  one  year  after  the  expiration  of  the  same,  be  as 
valid  legal  and  effectual  to  all  intents  and  purposes  on  paper  as  if  the 
same  were  on  parchment. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  su- 
preme court  of  judicature  of  this  State,  and  the  inferior  courts  of 
common  pleas,  and  the  courts  of  general  or  quarter  sessions  of  the 
peace  in  the  several  counties  within  this  State  shall  be  held  on  and 
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at  such  days  and  times  as  they  were  respectively  held  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-four.  That  the 
said  supreme  court  shall  for  one  year  next  to  come  be  held  at  such 
place  or  places  as  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this 
State  for  the  time  being  shall  by  proclamation  from  time  to  time 
appoint  and  direct  ;  and  that  all  processes  in  the  said  supreme  court, 
shall  be  returnable  wherever  the  said  court  shall  be  held  within  this 
State  ;  and  that  the  said  several  inferior  courts  of  common  pleas, 
and  courts  of  general  or  quarter  sessions  shall  be  held  at  the  usual 
places  in  the  respective  counties.  That  all  processes  returnable  in  the  Processea, 
supreme  court,  and  to  be  issued  between  the  passing  of  this  act  and  tested^re- 
the  next  ensuing  term  shall  be  tested  on  the  thirty  first  day  of  Janu-  ^^^xn  of. 
ary  last  past  and  that  all  processes  to  be  issued  in  the  several  Inferior 
courts  of  common  pleas  between  the  passing  of  this  act  and  the  next 
ensuing  term  of  each  respective  court,  shall  be  tested  on  the  day 
which  would  have  been  the  test  had  the  several  courts  been  held  un- 
interruptedly in  manner  heretofore  accustomed  Provided  nevertheless  Proyisoin 
That  where  by  reason  of  the  invasion  or  ravages  of  the  enemy,  the  {UJJston. 
inferior  courts  of  common  pleas,  and  courts  of  quarter  or  general 
sessions  of  the  peace  in  any  of  the  counties  of  this  State  cannot  be 
held  at  the  usual  places,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  per- 
son administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  by 
proclamation .  from  time  to  time  to  appoint  such  other  place  for 
holding  the  said  several  inferior  courts  of  common  pleas,  and  courts 
of  quarter  or  general  sessions  of  the  peace  as  he  shall  deem  most  con- 
venient in  the  respective  counties,  except  in  the  county  of  Charlotte 
and  that  in  the  said  county  the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  and 
the  court  of  qusirter  or  general  sessions  of  the  peace  in  the  said  county 
thall  be  held  at  New-Perth  in  the  said  county  for  three  years  next  to 
come,  or  until  the  legislature  shall  otherwise  provide,  which  shall  first 
happen. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  secretary  Secretary 
of  this  State  for  the  time  being  shall  ex  officio  be  clerk  of  the  council  of  ^xSffl^io 
appointment,  and  shall  exercise  the  said  office  in  person  or  by  his  sworn  clerk  to 
deputy-     That  on  all  nominations  and  appointment  to  offices  within  miDutes 
this  State  by  the  council  of  appointment,  the  order  or  orders  of  the  said  f™"2i^' 
council  thereupon  shall  be  fairly  written  and  entered  in  the  minutes  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  said  council  (which  are  hereby  declared  to  be 
public  records  of  this  State)  and  shall  be  subscribed  by  such  majority  of 
the  said  council  as  shall  agree  to  each  respective  order,  whereupon  the 
clerk  of  the  said  council  shall  forthwith  cause  commissions  to  be  made 
out  agreable  to  such  orders,  and  delivered  to    the  governor  for  the 
time  being  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  sealed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the    authority  aforesaid  That  when-  Copies  of 
ever,  and  as  often  as  any  delegate  or  delegates  shall  be  nominated  and  JJJSi^ap- 
appointed  to  represent  this  State  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States  pointing 
of  America^  the  president  of  the  senate  and  the  speaker  of  the  assem-  to  ^u-** 
bly  shall  severally  deliver  to  the  person  administring  the  government  Igff*^^^^® 
of  the   State,  for  the  time  being  copies  of  the  resolutions  of  the  sen-  to  gover- 
ate  and  assembly  respectively,  to  be  signed  by  the  said  president  of  comSili 
the  senate  and  speaker  of  the  assembly  respectively  relative  to  such  ap-  sions  to 
pointment;  and  that  the  person  administring  the  government  of  the  ^SSS'miS' 
State  for  the  time  being,  shall  thereupon  order  and  direct  the  secretary 
of  the  State  to  make  out  a  commission  agreable  to  such  proceedings 
and  shall  affix  the  great  seal  of  this  State  to  the  same ;  and  shall  cause 
such  original  commission  to  be  delivered  to  one  of  the  persons  named 
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therein  as  a  delegate,  and  an  exemplification  of  such  commission  under 
the  great  seal  of  the  State  delivered  to  each  and  every  person  named  in 
such  commission  as  a  delegate. 
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AN  ACT  to  procure  a  supply  of  shoes  and  stockings  for  the 
troops  raised  under  the  direction  of  this  State. 

.  Passed  the  19th  of  March,  1778. 

Whereas  a  number  of  shoes  and  stockings  are  wanted  for  the  use  of 
the  troops  already  raised  and  to  be  raised  under  the  direction  of  this 
State. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York  represented 
in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the 
same  That  the  supervisors  of  each  respective  county  within  this  State, 
hereinafter  mentioned  shall  cause  to  be  procured  within  their  said 
county  the  number  of  good  strong  shoes  made  of  neats  leather  and 
good  strong  woollen  stockings  annexed  to  each  respective  county  viz. 
The  county  of  Westchester  one  hundred  and  twenty- five  pair  of  stock- 
ings and  one  hundred  and  four  pair  of  shoes.  The  county  of  Dutchess 
four  hundred  and  fifty  pair  of  stockings  and  three  hundred  and  sev- 
enty five  pair  of  shoes.  The  county  of  Orange  two  hundred  and  fifty 
pair  of  stockings  and  two  hundred  and  eight  pair  of  shoes.  The 
county  of  Ulster  three  hundred  and  seventy  five  pair  of  stockings 
and  three  hundred  and  thirteen  pair  of  shoes.  The  county  of  Albany 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  pair  of  stockings  and  seven  hundred  and 
eight  pair  of  shoes,  and  the  county  of  Tryon  three  hundred  and  fifty 
pair  of  stockings,  and  two  hundred  and  ninety  two  pair  of  shoes, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  two  thousand  four  hundred  pair  of  stock- 
ings and  two  thousand  pair  of  shoes  to  be  collected  in  manner  fol- 
lowing viz.  That  the  supervisors  of  the  several  cities  towns  manors, 
districts  and  precincts  shall  meet  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  April 
next  at  the  usual  places  of  supervisors  meeting  in  the  respective  coun- 
ties (except  in  the  counties  of  Westchester  and  Ulster  in  the  former 
of  which  the  supervisors  shall  meet  at  the  house  of  John  Furman  in 
Bedfordy  and  in  the  latter  at  the  house  of  Ann  DuBois  at  the  New- 
Paliz)  and  there  apportion  the  quota  of  shoes  and  stockings  which 
the  several  cities  towns  boroughs,  manors  precincts  and  districts 
within  their  respective  counties  shall  furnish ;  and  for  the  more  equal 
and  convenient  collecting  the  same. 

//  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  said  sev- 
eral supervisors  in  their  respective  wards  towns  districts  and  pre- 
cincts shall  within  convenient  time  after  the  several  quotas  shall 
have  been  apportioned  as  aforesaid,  deliver  to  the  assessors  of  the  re- 
spective wards,  towns  manors  districts  or  precincts  an  account  of 
the  number  of  pair  of  shoes  and  stockings  at  which  the  quota  of  the 
said  ward  town  manor  district  or  precinct  shall  have  been  so  ap- 
portioned ;  and  the  assessors  thereupon  shall  determine  the  number 
of  pair  of  shoes  and  stockings  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  ward, 
town  manor  district  or  precinct  ought  respectively  to  furnish  and 
who  in  their  judgment  can  best  spare  or  procure  the  same  and  shall 
nominate  and   appoint  in   each  respective  city  town  borough  manor 
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precinct  and  district,  a  number  of  persons  not  less  than  three  as  col- 
lectors of  shoes  and  stockings  who  are  hereby  authorized  and  required 
to  collect  from  the  several  inhabitants  the  number  of  shoes  and  stock- 
ings which  by  the  assessors  shall  have  been  so  determined  on  as  afore- 
said and  the  said  inhabitants  shall  be  allowed  for  every  pair  of  good  auow- 
leather    shoes  with   which   they  shall  severally  furnish  the  collectors  ghSes'^'tc. 
the   sum  of    sixteen    shillings    and  for  every   pair   of   good    woollen 
stockings  the  sum  of  fourteen  shillings  ;  and  in  case  any  of  the  said  Penai^ 
inhabitants  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  furnish  the  said  collectors  with  to'furniSi' 
the  shoes  or  stockings  they  shall  be  directed  so  to  furnish  them  with,  shoes,  eto. 
within  thirty  days  after  such  shoes  or  stockings  shall  be  demanded  by 
the  collectors  appointed  as  aforesaid   the  delinquents  shall   for   such 
offence  forfeit    the  sum  of  ten  dollars   fot  every   pair  of  shoes   and 
ten  dollars  for  every  pair  of  stockings  he  she  or  they  shall  so  neglect 
or  refuse  to  furnish  as  aforesaid,  to  be  recovered  in  a  summary  way 
before  any  one  Justice  of  the  peace  within  the  said  county  with  costs 
of  suit  by  any  one  of  the  collectors  appointed  as  aforesaid  within  the 
city  town    borough   manor    precinct   or   district   where   the   said  of- 
fence shall    have  been  committed ;   which  said   fines  when  recovered 
shall  be  {applied  by  the  collectors  aforesaid  to  the  purchase  of  shoes 
and  stockings    for  the  use  of  the  troops   before  mentioned,  and   the  Shoes  to 
said  collectors  shall  deposit  the  shoes  and  stockings  so  to  be  collected  Itld  and** 
in  such  place  or  places  as  the  supervisor  of  the  ward  town  manor  delivered 
district  or   precinct  in  which  they  were  collected  shall  direct  to  be  mlS&ary. 
by  him  delivered  to  J^e/er  T,  CurteniuSy  Esq.  commissary  to  purchase 
cloathing  for  this  State  or  such  person  or  persons  as  he  shall  author- 
ize to  receive  the  same,  who  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  the  several  Pajmaent 
supervisors  for  so  many  pair  of  shoes  and  stockings  as  he  shall  receive  J^ade  for 
from  them  respectively  at  and  after  the  rates  and  prices  as  above  men-  same, 
tioned   together   with  one   shilling   for  every  pair  of   shoes  and   one 
shilling  for  every  pair  of  stockings  which  he  shall  receive  as  aforesaid     • 
which  said  monies  shall  be  paid  by  the  several  supervisors  to  the  sev- 
eral collectors  to  enable  them  to  pay  for  the  shoes  and  stockings  they 
shall  have  severally  collected  and  as  a  compensation  for  their  trouble. 


CHAP.  14. 

AN  ACT  to  ascertain  the  places  from  whence  the  mileage  fees 
of  the  respective  sheriffs  of  the  several  counties  in  this  State, 
shall  be  computed. 

Passed  the  19th  of  March,  1778. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York  represented  in  sheriffs' 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  t/ie  same;  J^^g^f®  ^^ 
That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  sheriffs  of  the  respect-  computed 
ive  counties  of  this  State  shall  compute  their  mileage  fees  for  the  ser-  piSSig 
vice  of   all   writts  and  process  hereafter  by  them  to  be  served  and  named, 
subject   to  the  payment  of  mileage   fees  from   the   respective  places 
hereinafter  mentioned  and  from  no  other  places  whatsoever ;  that  is  to 
say;  the  sheriff  of  the  city  and  county  of  New- York  from  the  city- 
hall  of  the  said  city.     The  sheriff  of  King's  county  from  the  court- 
bouse  in  the  said  county.     The  sheriff  of  Richmond  county  from  the 
court-house  in  the  said  county.     The  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Suffolk 
from  a  path  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  the  Wading  River  Path  # 


26 


LAWS  OF  NEW  YORK- 


[Chap.  15. 


Former 
regula- 
tions re- 
pealed. 


about  seven  miles  to  the  westward  of  the  county-hall  in  the  said 
county,  at  the  junction  of  the  said  path  with  the  country  road  which 
passes  through  Nassau-Island  about  the  middle  thereof  the  sheriff  of 
Queens  county  from  a  certain  pond,  commonly  called  Wind-Mill  pond 
near  the  north  side  of  Hempsted-Plains.  The  sheriff  of  Dutchess  county 
from  the  house  wherein  Myndert  Vielle  Esq  now  lives  in  Beekmans 
precinct.  The  sheriff  of  Westchester  county  from  the  house  of  William 
Ogden  in  North-Castle,  The  sheriff  of  Orange  county,  on  the  north  side 
of  the  Highlands  from  the  court-house  in  the  township  of  Goshen^ 
and  on  the  south  side  of  the  Highlands  from  the  court-house  in  the 
precinct  of  Haverstraw  in  the  said  county.  The  sheriff  of  the  county 
of  Ulster  from  the  house  of  Mrs.  Ann  Dubois  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Neui'PcUtz  in  the  said  county.  The  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Albany 
from  the  city-hall  in  the  city  of  Albany,  The  sheriff  of  the  county  of 
Try  on  from  the  pass  in  the  mountain  called  Anthony's  Nose  in  the  said 
county.  The  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Charlotte  from  the  meeting-house 
in  the  town  of  New-Perth  in  the  said  county.  The  sheriff  of  the 
county  of  Cumberland  from  the  court-house  in  the  said  county.  And 
the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Gloucester  from  the  meeting-house  in  the 
town  of  Newbury  in  the  said  county. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all. former 
regulations  respecting  the  places  from  which  the  sheriffs  respectively 
were  required  to  compute  their  mileage  on  the  service  of  writts  or 
processes  shall  be  and  they  hereby  are  repealed  annulled  and  made 
void  ;  any  thing  in  any  act  or  acts  of  the  legislature  of  the  colony  of 
New- York  contained  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  notwith- 
standing. 
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AN  ACT  exempting  persons  from  drafts  in  the  militia  who  shall 
procure  others  to  inlist  in  the  continental  regiments  raised 
under  the  direction  of  this  State  and  for  giving  relief  in  cases 
where  two  persons  have  jointly  procured  a  man  to  inlist. 

Passed  the  25  th  of  5farch,  1778. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same 
That  each  and  every  person  who  shall  procure  at  his  own  exp'ence  an 
able-bodied  man  to  inlist  in  either  of  the  continental  regiments  raised 
or  to  be  raised  under  the  direction  of  this  State  and  shall  deliver  such 
soldier  to  any  commissioned  officer  of  either  of  the  said  regiments 
or  other  person  properly  authorized  to  receive  recruits  for  the  said  regi- 
ments he  shall  on  producing  a  certificate  of  such  delivery  signed 
and  authenticated  as  herein  after  directed  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  regiment  of  militia  to  which  the  said  person  so  procuring 
such  soldier  shall  belong  be  exempted  from  all  drafts  in  the  militia 
for  the  term  of  time  for  which  the  person  so  procured  shall  inhst. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  every  soldier 
so  inlisted  (exclusive  of  what  he  shall  receive  from  the  person  by 
whom  he  was  so  procured  to  inlist)  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same 
bounty  and  such  other  privileges  as  are  allowed  to  soldiers  in  the  Con- 
tinental Army. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the   authority  aforesaid  That  every  ^j®**^®*^ 

soldier  so  procured  to  inlist  as  aforesaid  shall  be  delivered  by  the  per-  tute  to  be 

son  by  whom  he  was  so  procured  to  the  officer  or  other  person  author-  1°  p*"®^ 
1  .  !.,••,  i-         •       •  /•     t  ence  of 

ized  to  receive  such  soldier  m  the  presence  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  jusUce  of 

and  that  every  certificate  of  such  delivery  shall  contain  the  name  of  ^nd  certi-' 

the  said  soldier  and  the  time  of  the  delivery  and  shall  be  signed  by  fl«ate  • 

the  officer  or  other  person  authorized  to  recieve  such  soldier  to  whom  **^®"' 

the  said  soldier  shall  be  so  delivered  in  the  presence  of  the  said  justice 

of  the  peace  by  whom  the  usual  oath  shall  be  administered  to  such 

soldier  and   which   justice   shall   countersign  the  said   certificate  and 

in  case  the  said  justice  shall  suspect  any  fraud  or  collusion  between 

such  officer  and  the  person  demanding  such  certificate  he  is  hereby 

authorized  and  required   to  examine  the  said  person  and  officer  on 

oath  touching  the  said  fraud  or  collusion  and  if  they  shall  appear  to 

the  said  justice  to  have  been  guilty  thereof  the  said  justice  is  hereby 

authorized  and  required  to  commit  the  said  person  and  officer  to  the 

gaol  of    the  county  where  the  offence  shall    happen  and  in  case  the 

said  persons  shall  be  found  guilty  thereof  he  or  they  shall  be  punished 

by  fine  or  imprisonment  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  before  whom 

the  offence  shall  be  tried. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the   authority  aforesaid  That   every  PersoDs 
person  counterfeiting  or  fraudulently  procuring  such  certificate  with-  feitrn?'^' 
out  having  actually  procured  and  delivered  a  soldier  in  manner  afore-  certificate 
said   and   every   officer   signing   such   fraudulent   certificate   shall  on  forgeV*. 
conviction  be  subject  to  the  pains  and  penalties  heretofore  by  law  in- 
flicted on  persons  found  guilty  of  forgery. 

Whereas  the  congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  did  by  reso-  Proviso  as 
lution    recommend    that   where  two  persons  should   procure  an  able  where^two 
bodied  man  to  inlist  in  the  continental  service  that  such  two  persons  men  have 
should  be  exempted  from  drafts  in  the  militia.     And  whereas  many  per-  Sne'subati- 
sons  supposing  that  resolutions  would  have  been  passed  by  the  con-  *"^®- 
vention  of   this  State  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  contained  in 
the  said  resolution  of  congress  did  procure  men  to  inlist  persuant  to 
the   directions   of    the   said    resolution.     And  whereas   no   resolution 
having  ever  been  passed  by  the  convention  of  this  State,  for  exempting 
from  drafts  in  the  militia  upon  the  terms  mentioned  in  the  said  reso- 
lution of    congress  the  said   persons  who  have  so  procured  men  to 
inlist  as  aforesaid  cannot,  neither  can  either  of  them,  to  their  great  in- 
jury, have  any  benefit  of  exemption  by  reason  of  their  having  so  pro- 
cured  men   to   inlist   as   aforesaid   without   the    interposition    of   the 
legislature  in  their  behalf.      To  the  end  therefore   That  the  said   per- 
sons may  have  an  equal  benefit  of  exemption  with   those  who  have 
procured  men  to  inlist  persuant  to  the  directions  of  the  resolution  of 
the  convention  of  this  State  in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid   That   in  all  cases  May  ap- 
where  two  persons  have  heretofore  jointly  procured  a  man  to  inlist  in  f^ro  ]jf^ 
either  of  the  continental  regiments  raised  under  the  directions  of  this  tice  and 
State  and  shall  have  a  certificate  thereof  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  ?Jhfch 
to  and  for  the  said  two  persons  to  appear  before  any  justice  of  the  IxelnD?^^ 
peace  within  this  State,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  said  justice,  to  agree  tion. 
which  of  the  said  two  persons  shall  have  the  sole  benefit  of  exemption 
in  consequence  of  their  having  jointly  so  procured  a  man  to  inlist  as 
aforesaid  and  the  substance  of  such  agreement  shall  be  written  at  the 
foot  of  or  indorsed  on    such  certificate    and   subscribed  by  the  said 
justice  and  the  person  who  by  such  agreement  shall  have  been  agreed 
to  have  such  sole  benefit  of  exemption  as  aforesaid  shall  have  and  be 
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intitled  unto  the  benefit  of  an  exemption  from  drafts  in  the  militia  for 
the  time  the  man  so  procured  did  inlist  in  the  same  manner  and  as  fully 
as  if  he  had  procured  a  man  to  inlist  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the 
said  resolution  of  the  convention  of  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  no  per- 
son shall  be  intitled  to  an  exemption  by  virtue  of  this  act  unless  he 
shall  within  twenty  days  from  the  date  of  his  certificate  file  the  same 
with  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  of  militia  to  which  he 
shall  belong  and  the  commanding  officers  of  the  several  regiments  of 
militia  are  hereby  required  to  give  to  the  several  persons  filing  such 
certificates,  exemptions  (in  writing  under  their  respective  hands)  from 
crafts  in  the  militia  for  the  time  the  soldier  so  procured  by  the  said 
persons  respectively  did  inlist. 
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AN  ACT  to  regulate  elections  within  this  State. 

Passed  the  27th  of  March,  1778. 

Whereas  the  liberty  independence  and  sovereignty  of  the  people  of 
this  State  must  necessarily  be  exercised  by  their  legislative  and  executive 
representatives  and  whereas  the  purity  and  equal  freedom  of  all 
elections  are  essential  to  the  existence  and  continuance  of  such  lib- 
erty independence  and  sovereignty  and  whereas  by  the  Constitution 
of  this  State  it  is  provided  that  the  election  of  governor  and  lieuten- 
ant-governor thereof  shall  be  by  ballot:  And  that  the  elections  for 
senators  and  representatives  in  assembly  during  the  present  war  shall 
be  viva  voce  and  whereas  it  is  necessary  so  to  regulate  as  well  the  said 
elections  by  ballot  as  those  which  shall  be  held  viva  voce  as  that  every 
such  election  may  be  free  equal,  impartial  unbiassed  and  uncorrupt. 

And  whereas  altho  the  Constitution  of  this  State  has  in  the  cases 
of  the  elections  of  the  governor  lieutenant-governor  senators  and 
members  of  assembly  for  the  time  being  in  this  State  determined  that 
the  election  of  them  or  some  of  them  be  annual  and  has  distinguished 
which  of  the  said  elections  shall  be  by  ballot  and  which  viva  voce  yet 
it  has  neither  fixed  an  anniversary  day  for  such  elections  respectively 
nor  directed  the  particular  mode  in  which  the  same  shall  be  respect- 
ively conducted. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York  rep^ 
resented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority 
of  the  same  That  for  the  future  all  elections  for  governor,  and  lieu- 
tenant-governor senators  and  members  of  assembly  shall  be  held  not 
by  counties  but  by  boroughs  towns  manors  districts  and  precincts 
and  by  wards  in  the  several  cities  and  for  that  purpose  the  last 
Tuesday  in  April  in  every  year  for  ever  hereafter  until  otherwise  pro- 
vided for  by  the  legislature  of  this  State  shall  be  the  anniversary  day 
on  which  such  elections  shall  respectively  be  held  and  from  which  the 
same  shall  be  respectively  continued  by  necessary  ad.joumments  ac- 
cording to  the  tenor  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  Constitution. 
That  the  clerk  of  the  senante  shall  forthwith  in  the  present,  year  and 
between  the  first  day  of  February  and  the  first  day  of  April  in  every 
year  hereafter  inclose  and  send  in  writing  under  his  hand  to  the 
several  sherifs  of  the  different  counties  in  the  respective  districts 
within  this  State  a  notification  of  the  names  of  the  senators  for  each 
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respective  district  whose  Seats  are  to  become  vacant  at  the  expiration 
of  the  year  and  of  the  number  of  senators,  to  be  elected  in  each 
district  for  the  ensuing  year  and  also  that  a  choice  of  a  governor 
and  lieutenant-governor  or  a  lieutenant-governor  only  (as  the  case 
may  require)  will  be  necessary  to  be  made  at  the  then  next  election, 
if  any  such  choice  shall  be  necessary  a  copy  of  which  notification  shall 
be  transmitted  without  delay  by  each  sherif  to  some  one  inspector  in 
each  ward  borough  town  manor  district  and  precinct  respectively  and 
thereupon  each  set  of  inspectors  shall  without  delay  publickly  advertise 
the  same  in  writing,  in  so  many  different  places  as  may  give  the  electors 
sufficient  notice  thereof. 

And  be    it  further   enacted  by  the   authority    aforesaid^    That    the  inspeotorB 
several  and  respective  supervisors   and    assessors  and  town  clerks  of  tSwos^d 
the  several  cities  boroughs,  towns  manors  precincts  and  districts  or  the  boroughg. 
majority  of  them  or  the  survivors  of  them,  or  the  majority  of  such  sur- 
vivors shall  from  time  to  time,  be  the  inspectors  of  the  said  election 
in  each  city,  borough  town,  manor  district  and  precinct  respectively 
within   this    State,  except  that  in  the  city  of  Albany^  the  town  clerk 
shall  not  be  an  inspector,  and  except  also  the  city  of  Nem-  Yorky  wherein 
the  appointment  shall  be  as  follows,  that  is  to  say  :  That  the  mayor  re-  in  New 
corder  aldermen  assistants  or  common  council  men,  assessors  and  vestry  ^^^^  ^'^^^' 
men  of  the  said  city  shall  convene  together  at  the  city-hall  of  the  said 
city  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  April  in  every  year  and  then  and  there  shall 
by  plurality  of  voices  elect  from  among  the  substantial  freeholders  actu- 
ally resident  in  each  ward  in  the  said  city,  three  persons  for  inspectors 
of  the  then  next  ensuing  election  of  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  sen 
ator  or  senators  and  members  of  assembly  or  such  of  them  as  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  this  State  shall  be  to  be  chosen,  to  be  held  in  the  several 
wards  of  the  said  city.     That  the  said  several  and  respective  inspectors  inspeotore 
for  each  respective  ward  borough  town  manor  precinct  and  district  (or  ^^^^^i 
the  major  part  of  them,  shall  without  delay,  convene  together ;  and  by  election, 
writing,  under  their  several  and  respective  hands,  to  be  affixed  in  at  least 
three  of  the  most  public  places  of  such  ward  borough  town,  manor  pre- 
cinct and  district   respectively,)   give  eight  days  notice  of  the  place, 
(which  shall  be  most  public  and  convenient  for  the  purpose)  within  the 
same,  where  such  election  for  a  governor  lieutenant-governor  senator 
or  senators  and  members  of  assembly  or  such  of  them,  as  shall  then  be 
to  be  chosen,  then  next  shall  be  held  within  the  same  on  the  anniversary 
day  hereby  appointed  for  the  purpose  and  on  such  day  and  at  such 
place  the  several  inspectors  attending  which  shall  be  the  major  part  of 
them  shall   in  full  view  and  hearing  of  the  people  administer  to  each 
other  and  respectively  take  at  the  opening  of  the  election  the  following 
oath  or  affirmation,  viz. 

I,  A.  B.  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  and  swear  in  the  pres-  official 
ence  of  Almighty  God  (or  if  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  do  solemnly  ^^^  '°'^™ 
sincerely  and  truly  declare  and  affirm)  that  I  will  in  all  things  well, 
faithfully,    honestly   and    impartially,   and   according   to   the   best   of 
my  knowledge   and   abilities,   execute   the  office  of  inspector  of  this 
election. 

That  at  every  such  election  as  aforesaid  capable  and  sufficient  elerks.  Poll  clerks. 
not  less  than  two  for  each  ward  borough  town  manor  distnct  and  pre- 
cinct respectively,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  inspectors,  or  the  major 
part  of  them,  to  be  the  clerks  of  every  such  court  of  elections  as  afore- 
said respectively  each  of  whom  shall  keep  a  poll  list  at  every  such  elec- 
tion under  the  direction  and  view  of  the  said  inspectors  respectively  or 
the  major  part  of  them. 


30  LAWS  OF  NEW  YORK.  [Chap.  i6. 

inapectore      That  the  Said  inspectors  or  the  major    part  of  them  respectively 
electrons!*  shall  preside  at  every  such  election  and  conduct  and  direct  the  same, 
Ske'oaSi  3.ccording  to  the  regulations  herein  prescribed,  and  be  the  returning 
"  officers  thereof  respectively,  in  manner  hereafter  directed ;  and  before 
admitting  any  person  to  vote,  at  any  such  election,  shall  administer  to 
each  clerk,  who  is  hereby  required  to  take  the  same,  the  following  oath, 
viz. 
Form  of.         I,  A.  B.  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  and  swear  in  the  presence 
of  Almighty  God  that  I  will  faithfully  truly  honestly  and  impartially 
enter  and  keep  the  poll  lists  committed  to  me  by  law  at   this  elec- 
tion and  in  all  things  well  faithfully,  truly,  honestly  and  impartially, 
according  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  abilities  do  perform  and  fulfil, 
my  duty  as  a  clerk  thereof.     So  help  me  God. 
Prociama-       That  the  inspectors  and  clerks  being  thus  sworn,  the  said  inspectors 
tion.  shall  cause  proclamation  to  be  three  times  made  with  a  loud  voice,  as 

follows,  viz. 

Hear  ye,  hear  ye,  hear  ye,  the  poll  of  this  election  is  opened,  and 
all  manner  of  persons  attending  the  same,  are  strictly  charged  and 
commanded  by  the  authority,  and  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  this 
State,  to  keep  the  peace  thereof,  during  their  attendance  at  this  elec- 
tion, upon  pain  of  imprisonment.  Which  proclamation  shall  be  in 
like  manner  made  at  the  opening  of  the  poll  upon  every  adjournment 
thereof;  And  on  every  adjournment  of  the  poll,  and  on  the  closing 
thereof  proclamation  thereof  respectively  shall  be  made  with  a  loud 
voice  provided  always  that  the  proclamation  whereby  the  same  shall 
be  closed  shall  be  preceded  by  a  proclamation  to  be  made  three  hours 
before  the  closing  of  the  poll  that  the  same  will  be  closed  at  the  ex- 
piration of  three  hours.  That  the  poll  of  every  such  election  shall 
only  be  held  open  from  one  hour  after  sun-rise  to  sun-set. 
Election,  -^^  ^^  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  mode  of 
how  to  be  conducting  every  such  election  as  aforesaid  shall  be  as  follows  viz  : 
'  every  person  respectively  who  shall  be  qualified  according  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  this  State  and  this  law  to  vote  for  senators  and  members 
of  assembly  or  for  members  of  assembly  only  shall  deliver  his  vote  viva 
voce  and  with  an  audible  voice  in  the  hearing  of  the  said  inspectors,  one 
of  whom  shall  in  like  manner  repeat  the  said  vote  to  the  clerks  each  of 
whom  shall  respectively  and  fairly  enter  the  same  and  the  proper  name 
and  addition  of  the  elector  in  the  book  or  poll  list  to  be  by  him  regu- 
larly paged  and  kept  for  that  purpose. 
Persona  That  a  person  shall  not  vote  or  ballot  at  any  election  out  of  the 

vote^utof  district  wherein  he  shall  actually  reside  and  that  whenever  any  person 
<ii8fr{ct  In  shall  present  himself  to  give  his  vote  or  ballot  at  any  such  election  as 
they  re-  aforesaid  as  a  freeholder  qualified  by  the  Constitution  of  this  State  to 
side.  YQjg  £qj.  ^  governor  lieutenant-governor  and  senators,  and  either  of  the 

inspectors  shall  suspect  him  to   be  unqualified  for  the  purpose,  they 
shall  tender  and  administer  to  him  the  following  oath  or  affirmation 
towit: 
Oath  to  I  A.  B.  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear  and  declare  in  the  pres- 

suspected   ^nce  of  Almighty  God  (or  if  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  do  solemnly 
to  be  un-    truly  and  sincerely  declare  and  affirm)  that  I  am  possessed  of  a  f  ree- 
?o^no^'    hold  in  my  own  right  or  in  the  right  of  my  wife  as  the  case  may  be, 
of  the   value  of  one  hundred  pounds  within  the  county  of 
in  the  district  (as  designated  by  the  Constitution  of  this  State) 

over  and  above  all  debts  charged  thereon,  and  that  I  am  an  actual 
resident  of  the  ward,  borough,  town,  manor  district  or  precinct  of 
in  the  said  county  (as  the  case  may  be)  and  have  not  been  be- 
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fore  polled,  in  any  part  of  the  said  county,  at  this  election;  and  that 
whenever  any  person  shall  present  himself  to  give  his  vote  for  mem- 
bers of  assembly  only  and  either  of  the  said  inspectors  shall  suspect 
him  to  be  unqualified  for  the  purpose  they  shall  tender  and  administer 
to  him  the  following  oath  or  affirmation  to  wit. 

I  A.  B.  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear  and  declare  in  the  pres-  ibid^when 
ence  of  Almighty   God  (or  if   of  the  people  called  Quakers  do  sol-  votefcfr'^ 
emnly  sincerely  and  truly  declare  and   affirm)   that   I   have   been   a  member  of 
freeholder  and   possessed  of  a  freehold   in   my  own  right  or  in   my  SSy  °**  ^ 
wife's  right  (as  the  case  may  be)  of  the  value  of  twenty  pounds  in 
the  county  of  or  have  rented  a  tenement  of  the  value  of  forty 

shillings  within  the  county  of  (as  the  case  may  be)  for  six 

months  next,  and  immediately  preceding  this  election  and  that  I  now 
am  an  actual  resident  of  the  ward  borough  town  manor  district  or 
precinct  of  (as  the  case  may  be)  and  that   I  have  not  been 

polled  before  in  any  part  of  the  said  county  at  this  election. 

And  in  case  the  elector  shall  refuse  to  take  or  make  the  said  oath  Electors 
or  affirmation  when  so  tendered  to  him  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  lose  his  tSLe^oath* 
vote  at  the  said  election.      Provided  nevertheless  that  nothing  herein  not  to 
before  contained  shall  be  construed  to  deprive  the  persons  who  were  ^^m^" 
freemen  of  the  city  of  New-  York  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  October  ^^^^ 
in   the  year  of  our  Lord   one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-  York  and 
five,  or  freemen  of  the  city  of  Albany  on  the  twentieth  day  of  April  -^^^^y- 
last  past  and  who  may  refuse  to  take  the  oath  or  affirmation  last  above 
contained,  of   the  right  of   voting  for  representatives  in  assembly  in 
the  said   cities  reserved  to  them  by  the  seventh  article  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  this  State.     And  provided  also  ihsX  an  actual  residence  shall  As  to 
not  be  required  of  nor  thd  clauses  in  the  respective  oaths  above  men-  Sn^en* 
tioned   be  administred   to  any  person   who  has  been  drove  from  his  g"©™  »^*- 
place  of   actual  residence   by  the  war,  to  entitle  him  to  his  vote  in  war.*^^   ^ 
such  place  until  six  months  after  his  return  thereto. 

That  when  an  election  of  a  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  or  Ballots, 
either  of  them  shall  be  necessary  every  elector  who  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  this  State  or  by  this  law  shall  be  entitled  to  vote,  as  well  for  a 
governor  and  a  lieutenant-governor  as  for  senators  and  members  of 
assembly  shall  at  the  time  of  giving  his  vote  viva  voce  for  senators  and 
members  of  assembly,  openly  deliver  his  ballot  for  governor  and  lieu- 
tenant-governor or  lieutenant-governor  only  (as  the  case  may  require) 
to  one  of  the  inspectors  who  shall  receive  the  same  in  the  presence  of 
the  others;  which  ballot  shall  be  a  paper  ticket  containing  the  name  of 
a  person  for  governor  and  the  name  of  a  person  for  a  lieutenant-gov- 
ernor, or  one  of  them  (as  the  case  may  require)  severally  wrote  thereon 
which  said  paper  ticket  so  folded  rolled  up  tied  or  otherwise  closed,  as 
to  conceal  the  writing  shall  be  disposed  of  in  manner  herein  after  di- 
rected. And  if  either  of  the  inspectors  shall  suspect  such  person  to  be  Persons 
unable  to  read  writing  and  it  shall  so  be  found  on  tryal  the  elector  shall  re^  l®  1^ 
be  taken  a  part  and  privately  asked  by  one  of  the  inspectors  what  per-  Lated^eto 
sons  or  person  he  votes  for  as  governor  and  as  lieutenant-governor  re- 
spectively or  either  of  them,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  he  having  declared 
the  same  the  said  inspector  shall  destroy  the  ballot  or  ticket  delivered 
by  such  person  without  inspecting  the  same  and  shall  immediately 
make  a  ballot  or  ticket  to  be  according  to  such  declaration  which  he 
shall  never  divulge  and  fold  roll  tie  or  otherwise  close  it  up  in  manner 
aforesaid,  which  shall  be  the  ballot  of  such  person  to  be  disposed  of 
together  with  the  other  ballots  taken  at  the  election  in  the  manner 
herein  after  directed.     Provided  always  that  the  poll  lists  for  senators 


32 


LAWS  OF  NEW  YORK. 


[Chap.  i6 


Names  of 
electors  to 
be  entered 
Id  poll 
lists  and 
ballots 
deposited 
in  box. 


Proceed- 
iDfTSon 
adjourn- 
ment. 


Ibid,  on 
close  of 
poll. 


Poll  lists  to 
be  trans- 
cribed, 
certified 
and  de- 
livered 
to  sheriif. 


Orlerinals 
to  be  kept 
until 
called  for 
bv  senate 
and  assem- 
bly. 

Sheriff  to 
transcribe 
poll  lists 
and  cer- 
tify and 
malce  re- 
turn of 
senators 
and  mem- 
bers. 


and  members  of  assembly  shall  be  distinct  and  separate  from  those  for 
the  governor  and  lieutenant-governor. 

That  on  the  receipt  of  every  ballot  or  ticket  the  said  inspector  shall 
cause  the  name  of  the  elector  to  be  entered  in  the  aforesaid  books  or 
poll  lists  for  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  or  for  lieutenant-governor 
only  by  all  the  clerks  and  shall  cause  the  ballot  without  suffering  the 
same  to  be  inspected  to  be  put  into  a  box  to  be  provided  for  the  purpose 
of  receiving  the  ballots  with  a  sufficient  lock  thereto;  which  shall  be 
locked  and  the  key  thereof  be  kept  during  the  election  by  one  of  the 
inspectors  to  be  appointed  for  the  purpose  by  the  major  part  of  them 
and  a  small  hole  shall  be  made  in  the  lid  or  cover  of  the  box  sufficient 
only  to  receive  each  ballot  thro'  which  all  the  ballots  shall  be  put  into 
the  box,  which  shall  not  be  opened  except  at  the  times  herein  after 
mentioned. 

That  on  every  adjournment  of  the  poll  the  clerk's  books  or  poll  lists 
for  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  or  for  lieutenant-governor  only, 
shall  be  carefully  compared  in  the  presence  of  the  inspectors  and  any 
mistakes  that  may  have  crept  into  either  of  them  shall  be  corrected  ac- 
cording to  the  judgment  of  a  major  part  of  the  inspectors;  whereupon 
the  box  shall  be  opened  the  books  or  poll  lists  put  into  it;  the  box 
locked  with  the  books  or  poll  lists  therein,  the  key  delivered  to  such  one 
of  the  inspectors  as  the  majority  of  them  shall  appoint  and  the  box  de- 
livered to  such  other  one  of  them  as  such  majority  shall  direct,  who 
shall  carefully  keep  the  same  and  shall  without  having  suffered  the 
same  to  be  opened,  deliver  it  in  at  the  election-table  at  the  next  open- 
ing of  the  poll  in  the  presence  of  all  the  inspectors  attending  on  the 
said  election ;  which  course  shall  be  pursued  until  the  poll  be  closed. 

That  on  the  closing  of  the  poll  for  governor  and  lieutenant-gov- 
ernor or  for  lieutenant-governor  only,  the  box  shall  be  opened  and  the 
ballots  or  tickets  taken  thereout  and  without  inspecting  the  same  shall 
together  with  the  poll  books  or  lists  for  governor  and  lieutenant-gover- 
nor or  lieutenant-governor  only  immediately  be  put  up  under  cover  and 
inclosed  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  all  the  inspectors  wh  o  attended 
the  closing  of  the  poll,  nor  shall  any  poll  book  or  list  for  governor  and 
lieutenant-governor  or  for  lieutenant-governor  only  be  kept  by  any  per- 
son whatsoever  except  by  the  aforesaid  clerks  who  shall  keep  no  others 
than  those  which  are  to  be  sealed  up  as  aforesaid.  That  the  books  or 
poll  lists  for  senators  and  members  of  assembly  shall,  immediately  after 
closing  the  poll  and  due  examination  and  correction  thereof  respectively 
be  certified  by  the  respective  inspectors  under  their  respective  hands 
and  being  so  certified  shall  without  delay  be  fairly  transcribed  and 
being  so  transcribed  and , carefully  examined  by  them;  the  transcript 
thereof  shall  in  like  manner  be  certified  by  them  and  delivered  by  one 
of  the  inspectors  to  the  sherif  of  the  county.  The  originals  respectively 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  such  one  of  the  respective  inspectors  as  the 
major  part  of  them  shall  appoint  for  the  purpose  to  be  by  him  safely 
kept  untill  called  for  by  the  senate  and  house  of  assembly  respectively. 
And  that  thereupon  the  sherif  shall  without  delay  transcribe  the  books 
or  poll  lists  of  the  several  elections  for  senators  in  his  county  and 
certify  and  return  under  his  hand  such  transcripts  as  truly  made  into 
the  gecretary's  office  of  this  State  from  whence  due  notice  in  writing 
shall  without  delay  be  issued  and  transmitted  to  each  of  the  persons 
respectively  who  shall  appear  to  be  senators  elect  by  plurality  of 
voices  in  the  district  to  the  end  that  they  may  severally  give  punctual 
attendance  and  take  theii  respectives  seats  in  senate  on  the  first  mon- 
day  of  July  in  every  year  or  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature 
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thereafter.  And  that  the  several  and  respective  sherifs  shall  also  without 
delay  certify  under  their  several  and  respective  hands  to  the  several 
persons  elect  by  plurality  of  voices  for  members  of  assembly  for 
their  respective  counties  such  plurality;  to  the  end  that  such  mem- 
bers elect  may^  respectively  give  punctual  attendance  and  take  their 
respective  seat§  in  assembly  on  the  first  Monday  of  July  in  every 
year  or  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature  thereafter.  And  also  that 
the  said  sherifs  respectively  shall  certify  and  return  under  their  re- 
spective hands  into  the  senate  and  assembly  respectively  on  the  first 
monday  of  July  in  every  year  or  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  legisla- 
ture thereafter,  the  several  and  respective  transcripts  of  the  poll  books 
or  lists,  which  shall  have  been  so  certified  and  delivered  to  the  said 
sherifs  respectively ;  to  the  end,  that  the  senate  and  assembly  may  be 
able  respectively  to  recognize  their  several  Members  returned  as  elect, 
and  grant  such  scrutinies  as  they  shall  respectively  think  proper. 

T^at    the    poll  books  or  lists  for    governor    and    lieutenant-gov-  PoU  lists, 
emor  or  for  4ieutenant-governor  only  and  the  ballots  or  tickets  for  ™Jr2or 
the  same  so  sealed  up  and  inclosed  as  aforesaid  shall  be  delivered  to  to  be  d©- 
the  sherif  by  one  of  the  inspectors  who  shall  attend  at  the  closing  of  sherw  a^d 
the  poll  to  be  appointed  for  the  purpose  by  the  major  part  of  them,  ^y  ^*o»  t« 
And  the  sherifs  shall  without  opening  or  inspecting  the  same  or  any  of  siSiSJ 
or  either  of  them  put  the  said  inclosures  and  every  of  them  together 
into  one  box  which  shall  be  well  closed  and  sealed  up  by  him,  under 
his  hand  and  seal  with   the   name   of  his   county  wrote  on  the  box 
and  be  delivered  by  him  without  opening  the  same,  or  the  inclosures 
therein  into  the  secretary's  office  of  this  State,  on  the  last  Tuesday  of 
May  in  every  year  wherein  an  election  of  governor  and  lieutenant- 
governor   or   of  lieutenant-governor  only    shall   be  held,  where   the 
same  shall  be  safely  kept  unbroke  and  unopened  until  the  meeting  of 
the  joint  Cotnmittee  of  the  senate  and  assembly  herein  after  mentioned.  Joint oom- 
That  such  committee  shall  consist  of  twelve  members  that  is  to  say  Sl^^^lSj^ 
six  to  be  appointed  by  the  senate  out  of  their  body  and  six  to  be  ap-  votes, 
pointed  by  the  assembly  out  of  their  body.     That  such  committee  shall 
be  annually  appointed  by  resolutions  of  each  body  respectively  and 
shall  meet  at  the  secretary's  office  of  this  State  on  the  said  last  Tues- 
day in  May ;  at  which  meeting  the  said  joint  committee  or  the  major 
part  of  them  or  the  survivors  of  them  or  the  major  part  of  such  sur- 
vivors  shall  on  the  said  day  and  on  so  many  days  next  succeeding 
thereto  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  purpose   proceed  to  open  the 
aforesaid  boxes  one  after  the  other  and  the  inclosures  therein  respect- 
ively and  canvas  and  estimate  the  votes   therein  contained.     And   if 
more  than  one  ticket  or  ballot  shall  be  found  inclosed  together,  none 
of  the  ballots  or  tickets  so  inclosed  together  shall  be  estimated.     That  official 
the  said  committee  before  they  proceed  to  open  the  said  boxes  shall  ®**^- 
severally  take  and  subscribe  before  the  secretary  of  this  State  for  the 
time  being  or  his  sworn  deputy  one  of  whom  are  hereby  required  to 
attend  for-  the  purpose  of  administering  the  same,  the  following  oath, 
vis. 

I,  A.  B.,  appointed  by  the  senate  or  assembly,  as  the  case  may  be,  rorm  of. 
to  canvas  and  estimate  the  votes  for  governor  and  lieutenant-gov- 
ernor, or  lieutenant-governor,  only  as  the  case  may  be,  taken  on  the 
last  anniversary  day  of  election,  held  within  this  State,  do  solemnly 
and  sincerely  swear  and  declare,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  that 
I  will  faithfully  honestly  and  impartially  canvas  and  estimate  the  votes 
for  governor  and  lieutenant-governor,  or  lieutenant-governor  only, 
as  the  case  may  be,  contained  in  the  boxes  delivered  in  by  the  sherifs 
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of  the  several  counties  and  that  I  will  publish  and  declare  the  per- 
sons who   shall   have    a   plurality  of  votes  for  governor  or  lieuten- 
ant-governor to  be  severally  elected  to  the  said  offices  respectively  (or  if 
lieutenant-governor  only  then  "  the  person  who  shall  have  a  plurality 
of  votes  for  lieutenant-governor  ")  to  be  elected  to  the  said  office.    And 
if  I  shall  discover  any  of  the  other  persons  appointed  a  copimittee  with 
me  for  the  purpose  aforesaid   conducting  or   demeaning  himself    or 
themselves  partially  unduly  or  corruptly  in  the  premises,  that  I  will 
divulge  and  discover  the  same  to  the  end,  that  the  person  so  offend- 
ing may  be  brought  to  justice.     So  help  me  God. 
Corrupt         That  if  any  of  the  said  persons  so  to  be  appointed  a  committee  shall 
declared     ^^  guilty  of  any  partial  corrupt  or  undue  conduct  or  behavior  in  the 
to  be  liable  business  hereby  committed  to  them  and  be  thereof  convicted,  shall  suf- 
tiesfor  '    fer  the  same  pains  and  penalties  as  in  cases  of  willful  and  corrupt  per- 
perjury.^     jury,  and  shall  from  and  after  such  conviction  be  utterly  disabled  and 
disqualified  to  vote  at  any  election  or  to  hold  or  enjoy  any  place  or 
Certificate  office  within  this  State.     And  when  and  as  soon  as  they  shall  be  able 
be  made  ^  to   determine  upon   such  canvas  and   estimate,  who  by    plurality  of 
and^b-    votes  shall  have  been  chosen  for  governor  and  who  by  plurality  of 
'       votes  for  lieutenant-governor  and  within  fourteen  days  next  after  the 
said  last  Tuesday  in  May,  the  said  committee  or  the  major  part   of 
them   or  the   survivors  of  them  or  the  major  part  of  such  survivors 
•shall  determine  the  same  and  thereupon  shall   without    delay   make, 
and  subscribe  with  their  own  proper  names  and  hands  writing  a  cer- 
tificate of  such  determination   and  publish  the  same  in  all  the  public 
news  papers  of   this  State   subscribed  as  aforesaid  ;    and   deliver    or 
cause  to  be  delivered  a  true  copy  thereof  so  subscribed  to  the  gov- 
ernor and  lieutenant-governor   elect   respectively;    and    immediately 
upon  the  making  of  such  determination  as  aforesaid  all  the  books  or 
poll  lists   and   ballots  or  tickets    for    governor    and    lieutenant-gov- 
ernor or   lieutenant-governor   only    shall    be  destroyed    by    the    said 
gn^ai       joint    committee :    And  that   the    said  governor  and   lieutenant-gov- 
begin  first  emor  elect  having  severally  taken  their  respective  oaths  of  office  shall 
Monday  of  severally  enter  upon  the  execution  of  their  respective  offices  on  the 
Inspectors,  ^^st  Monday  of  /uly  then  next  ensuing.     That  if  any  inspector  sherif 
oferk**^'^  or  clerk  shall  at  any  time  be  convicted  of  corrupt  misbehavior   in  any 
guilty  of     matter  or  thing  in  or  relating  to  the  election  of  governor,  lieutenant- 
oonduct  to  governor  senators,  members  of  assembly  or  any  or  either  of  them  the 
suffer         person  so  convicted  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  guilty  of  wilful  and 
Forpejjury.  corrupt  perjury  and  suffer  the  pains  and  penalties  prescribed  by  law  for 
wilful  and  corrupt  perjury ;  and  on  such  conviction  shall  be  totally  and 
for  ever  thereafter  disqualified  and  disabled  to  vote  at  any  election  within 
this  State  and  also  to  hold  any  office  or  place  of  trust  or  profit  within 
.   the  same:    Any  pardon  that  may  be  issued  by  the  person  administering 
the  government  of  this  State  to  the  contrary  hereof  in  any  wise  notwith- 
Any  per-     Standing.  •  And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  without  the  consent  of 
prosSsute.  ^^®  attorney-general  to  file  and  prosecute  an  information  for  such  mis- 
behavior in  the  supreme  court  of  judicature  of  this  State  in  the  nature 
of  a  ^ui  tarn  suit ;  and  if  the  prosecutor  shall  prevail  he  shall  have  judg- 
ment and  execution  for  his  costs  of  suit  against  the  person  convicted. 
But  if  the  person  so  proceeded  against  shall  be  acquitted,  then  he  shall 
Proceasnot  have  judgment  and  execution  for  double  costs.     Nor  shall  process  issue 
tui'^nd    ^o  bring  in  the  party  accused  by  such  information,  until  bond  be  filed  in 
toflied for  the  clerk's  office  of  the  supream  court  in  the  penalty  of  two  hundred 
pounds,  with  two  sufficient  freeholders  as  sureties,  such  as  the  court 
shall  approve,  to  secure  the  defendant  double  costs  to  become  due  on 
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a  discontinuance^  withdrawing  of  the  suit,  or  an  acquittal  or  neglect 
to  bring   the   same  to  trial  within  five  terms  after  the  appearance  of 
the  defendant  to  answer  the  same.     That  if  any  person  other  than  the  inspectors 
sworn  clerks   shall  presume  to  make  or  take   any  poll   lists  at  such  SHforJis- 
elections  as  aforesaid  or  shall  be  guilty  of  any  disorderly  conduct  at  the  orderly 
same,  or  of  using  any  indirect  sinister  or  corrupt  means  to  influence  pSJu"^*  *' 
any  elector  or  electors  in  giving  in  his  or  their  ballots  or  voices,  the 
major  part  of  the  inspectors  at  such  election  are  hereby   authorized 
impowered  and  required  to  commit  the  offender  to  the  goal  of  the 
county,  there  to  remain  committed  for  a  space  not  exceeding  thirty 
days.      And  all    sherifs    under-sherifs    constables    and    goalers    are 
hereby  strictly  charged  commanded  and  required  to  aid  and  obey  the 
inspectors  herein. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  and  Persons 
every  person  and  persons  inhabitant  and  inhabitants  of  this  State  who  fli^Sy**" 
since  the  ninth  day  of  July  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  reason 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-six  before  any  congress  or  convention  JSe^on- 
or  committee  or  council  of  safety  of  this  State  or  other  committee  or  ****o*»  ^^^ 
commissioners  of  conspiracies  within  this  State  has  or  have  avowed 
or  voluntarily  recognized  or  acknowledged  any  allegiance  to  the  crown 
of  Great-Britain  or  the  sovereignty  or  supremacy  of  the  king  or  par- 
liament of  Great-Britain  or  either  of  them  over  this  State  and  the 
inhabitants  thereof,  or  either  of  them  or  disavowed  or  denied  the  au- 
thority of  the  present  government  and  legislature  of  this  State  or  of 
the  former  government  and  legislature  thereof  by  congresses  or  con- 
ventions, committees  or  councils  of  safety  and  other  committees  or 
the  independence  of  this  State  of  any  authority  vested  in,  or  derived 
from  the  king  or  parliament  of  Great-Britain  or  has  or  have  volun- 
tarily taken  up  arms  with  the  British  troops  against  this  State  or  any 
other  or  others  of  the  United  States  of  America^  or  has  or  have  volun- 
tarily borne  or  held  any  commission  office  or  place  of  trust  or  profit 
under  the  king  and  parliament  of  Great-Britain  or  imder  any  au- 
thority derived  from  or  under  them  or  any  or  either  of  them,  or  being 
out  of  the  power  of  the  British  troops  has  or  have  voluntarily  gone 
within  their  power  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  them  with  provisions  or 
other  necessaries  or  employed  other  person  or  persons  for  the  purpose 
or  being  so  out  of  their  power  have  voluntarily  gone  and  continued 
within  the  same  without  special  licence  or  permission  by  authority 
for  the  purpose  or  has  or  have  held  any  correspondence  with  them 
or  either  of  them  in  any  wise  prejudicial  to  the  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  of  America;  or  has  or  have  directly  or 
indirectly  counselled  aided  encouraged  or  abetted  or  shall  hereafter 
directly  or  indirectly  counsel  aid  encourage  or  abett  any  person  or 
persons  whatsoever  being  an  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  of  any  of  the 
United  States  of  America  to  acknowledge  or  avow  any  allegiance  to 
the  crown  of  Great-Britain  or  any  sovereignty  or  supremacy  of  the 
king  and  parliament  of  Great-Britain  or  either  of  them  over  this 
State  or  any  of  the  said  United  States  or  to  disavow  the  authority  of 
the  congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  or  of  the  provincial  con- 
gresses or  convention  or  legislature  of  this  State  or  to  disaffect  any 
person  or  persons  to  such  independence  or  to  the  government  and 
legislature  of  this  State  or  shall  hereafter  be  guilty  of  any  or  either  of 
the  said  offences  shall  be  and  hereby  is  and  are  ipso  facto  for  ever 
thereafter  respectively  declared  to  be  utterly  disabled  disqualified  and 
mcapacitated  to  vote  either  by  ballot  or  viva  voce  at  any  election  to  fill 
any  office  or  place  whatsoever  within  this  State,  and  to  hold  exercise 
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or  enjoy  any  office  or  place  within  this  State:  Provided  alwc^s  That 
nothing  in  this  clause  contained  shall  be  construed  to  affect  any  person 
who,  having  gone  over  to  or  joined  the  British  troops  has  returned  to 
his  allegiance  to  this  State  according  to  the  tenor,  true  intent  or  mean- 
ing of  any  proclamation  heretofore  issued  by  any  authority  vested  in  or 
derived  from  the  legislature  or  government  of  this  State  or  by  his 
excellency  General  Washington  as  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces 
of  the  United  States  of  America,   . 

That  whosoever  shall  by  bribery  menace  or  other  corrupt  means 
or  device  whatsoever  either  directly  or  indirectly  attempt  to  influence 
any  free  elector  of  this  State  in  giving  his  vote  either  viva  voce  or 
by  ballot  or  to  deter  him  from  giving  the  same  at  any  election 
within  this  State  and  shall  thereof  be  convicted,  such  person  so  offending 
and  convicted  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  offence  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  pounds  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  by  any  person  and 
in  the  manner  and  under  the  restrictions  above  prescribed  in  actions 
qui  tarn  to  be  brought  against  any  inspector  sherif  or  clerk  for  cor- 
rupt misbehavior  in  any  matter  or  thing  in  or  relating  to  the  election 
of  a  governor  or  a  lieutenant-governor  or  a  senator  or  senators  or 
a  member  or  members  of  assembly.  One  moiety  of  which  penalty 
shall  be  recovered  to  the  use  of  the  person  suing  and  prosecuting  for 
the  same  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  shall  be  paid  by  him  into  the 
treasury  of  this  State  for  the  use  of  the  people  of  this  State;  and  on 
such  conviction  the  person  convicted  shall  thenceforth  and  for  ever 
thereafter  stand  and  be  utterly  disabled  disqualified  and  incapacitated, 
to  vote  either  viva  voce  or  by  ballot  at  any  election  whatsoever  within 
this  State  ;  and  also  to  hold  exercise  and  enjoy  any  office  or  place  of 
trust  or  profit  whatsoever  within  the  same. 

That  in  order  to  remove  doubts  concerning  persons  qualified  to  vote 
as  freeholders  at  any  election  within  this  State  every  mortgager  and 
mortgagee  in  possession  and  every  person  possessed  of  a  freehold 
in  right  of  his  wife  shall  be  deemed  and  esteemed  as  a  freeholder  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid  as  well  as  all  other  freeholders  in  possession. 

Lastly  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all 
laws  heretofore  made  in  this  State  while  the  same  was  the  colony  of 
JN'eW'  York  relating  to  the  election  of  representatives  to  sit  in  general 
assembly  and  every  article  clause  matter  and  thing  in  the  same  or 
any  or  either  of  them  contained  shall  be  and  the  same  and  each  and 
every  of  them  is  and  are  hereby  absolutely  repealed  annulled  and  made 
void,  Provided  always  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  ope- 
rate to  preclude  such  freeholders  as  have  fled  from  the  southern  parts 
of  this  State  and  are  now  actually  resident  in  any  of  the  other  counties 
of  this  State  from  voting  within  such  counties  for  governor  and  lieu- 
tenant-governor or  lieutenant-governor  only,  as  the  case  may  be,  as 
if  they  had  actually  possessed  freeholds  within  the  same  nor  against 
the  last  resolution  providing  a  representation  in  senate  and  assembly 
for  the  southern  district  of  this  State  in  a  certain  ordinance  entitled 
an  ordinance  of  the  convention  of  the  State  of  New-  York  for  organ- 
izing and  establishing  the  government  agreed  to  by  the  said  convention 
any  thing  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  hereof  in  any  wise  notwith- 
standing. 
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CHAP.  17. 

AN  ACT  for  raising  monies  to  be  applied  towards  the  public 
exigencies  of  this  State. 

Passed  the  28th  March,  1778. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  in  order  to  defray  the  expence  of  the  pres-  preamble, 
cnt  war  to  discharge  the  debts  due  from  this  State  and  to  make  due 
provision  for  the  support  of  the  civil  government  thereof  that  monies 
should  be  raised  within  the  same  by  tax. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the   State  of  New- York  Tax  im- 
represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  ^^*^' 
of  the  same  That  a  tax  be  raised  upon  all  real  and  personal  estate 
within  this  State  in  manner  herein  after  particularly  prescribed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  a  tax  of  Amount, 
three  pence  in  the  pound  shall  be  raised  on   the  amount  of  all  im- 
proved lands    (including  wood-lands   kept   for  the   purposes  of  fuel 
and  timber  and  deemed  parts  or  parcels  of  an  improved  farm)  not 
subject  to  a  right  of  commonage  of  any    kind  whatsoever ;  and  that 
a  Tax  of  one  penny  half-penny  in  the  pound  shall  be  raised  on  the 
amount  of  all  personal  estates,  to  be  assessed  in  the  manner  following 
that   is   to   say  :  That  all  such  improved  lands  as   aforesaid  shall  be  Lands  to 
assessed  by  the  assessors  of  the  several  wards  in  the  several  cities  and  ^gjg- 
of  the    several    towns,  manors   precincts   and  districts  in  which  such 
lands  respectively  are,  and  each  several  and  distinct  possession  to  be 
assessed  separately  by  itself,  at  what,  with  the  houses,  mills,  stores  and 
other   buildings  and  improvements  thereon  at  the  time  of  making  the 
assessment,  and  right  of  commonage  appertaining  to  the  same,  would, 
were  the  same  free  and  discharged  of  rents  mortgages  or  other  incum- 
brances whatsoever  have  J^een  deemed  the  worth  or  value  thereof,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five. 
That  the  personal  estate  of  each  respective  person  shall  be  assessed  by  personal 
the  assessors  of  the   several  wards  in  the   several  cities  and    of   the  ^Jj^* 
several    towns   manors   precincts  and  districts   in   which   each  person 
shall  respectively  reside,  at  what  in  the  judgment  of  the  assessors  shall 
be  deemed  and  estimated  the  amount  (beyond  the  debts  due  from  each 
respective  person)  and  value  thereof  at  the  time  of  making  the  assess- 
ment thereof.     In  making  which  assessment  the  said  assessors  or  one  oath  to 
of  them  is  and  are  hereby  directed  and  required  to  tender  to  each  and  ^^^l^ 
every  person  within  their  respective  districts  whom  they  shall  know  or  trade,  etc. 
suspect  to  have  gained  by  trade,  merchandize,  traffic  or  manufactory 
one  thousand  pounds  or  upwards  since  the  twelfth  day  of  September 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six 
tiie  following  oath  or  affirmation,  viz. 

You  do  solemnly  swear  and  declare  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  porm  of. 
God  (or  if  of  the  people  called  Quakers)  do  solemnly  sincerely  and 
truly  declare  and  affirm  that  you  will  true  answer  make  to  such  ques- 
tions as  we  the  assessors  or  either  of  us  shall  ask  you  touching  the 
advantages  profits  or  gain  which  you  have  made  by  your  trade  mer- 
chandize traffic  or  manufactory  since  the  twelfth  day  of  September 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six 
$0  help  you  God." 

Which  oath  or  affirmation  being  administred  the  said  assessors  or  Questions 
one  of  them  shall  ask  each  such  person  if  he  has  gained  one  thou- to  be  asked 
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sand  pounds  by  his  trade  merchandize  traffic  or  manufactory  since 
the  twelfth  day  of  Septeint)er  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-six ;  and  if  he  shall  answer  in  the  affirm- 
ative then  the  said  assessor  or  assessors  shall  ask  such  person  how 
many  thousand  pounds  he  has  gained  in  manner  aforesaid;  and  for 
every  thousand  pounds  so  gained,  they  shall  assess  each  such  person 
the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  over  and  above  the  one  penny  half-penny 
to  be  assessed  upon  his  personal  astate  and  upon  his  refusing  to  take 
such  oath  or  affirmation  or  wilfully  keeping  out  of  the  way  of  the 
assessors  they  shall  in  such  case  make  an  estimate  of  his  gains  adding 
twenty  per  cent,  thereto  and  then  upon  every  thousand  pounds  so 
made  out  by  such  estimation  and  addition  of  twenty  per  cent,  the  said 
assessors  shall  assess  such  person  fifty  pounds  over  and  above  the 
one  penny  half-penny  to  be  assessed  upon  his  personal  estate  any  thing 
herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

That  the  assessors  shall  proceed  a?  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after 
the  second  Tuesday  in  April  next  to  make  the  said  several  assessments 
and  make  and  form  two  several  assessment  rolls,  the  one  to  contain 
the  assessments  of  such  improved  Lands  as  aforesaid  and  the  other  to 
contain  the  assessments  of  the  personal  estate  of  the  several  persons 
within  their  respective  wards  towns  manors  districts  and  precincts. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  as  soon 
as  the  assessors  shall  have  completed  the  assessments  of  their  respect- 
ive wards  towns  manors  districts  or  precincts  they  shall  agreeable 
to  such  assessments  form  two  several  tax  lists  the  one  to  be  denomi- 
nated the  land  tax  list  to  contain  the  names  of  the  persons  sever- 
ally possessing  such  improved  lands  as  aforesaid  within  their  respective 
wards  towns  manors  districts  or  precincts  and  opposite  to  the  names  of 
the  said  persons  respectively  the  sums  at  which  the  said  lands  so  pos- 
sessed by  the  said  persons  respectively  are  assessed  ;  and  opposite  to  the 
said  several  sums,  the  amount  of  the  tax  laid  on  the  said  lands  respect- 
ively to  be  computed  at  the  rate  of  three  penge  in  the  pound  for  each 
and  every  pound  at  which  the  said  lands  shall  be  respectively  assessed. 
And  the  other  to  be  denominated  the  personal  tax  list,  to  contain  the 
names  of  the  several  persons  residing  within  their  respective  wards  towns 
manors  districts  or  precincts  who  shall  have  been  assessed  for  their  per- 
sonal estate  and  opposite  to  the  names  of  the  said  persons  respectively 
the  sums  at  which  the  personal  estate  of  the  said  several  persons  are  as- 
sessed and  opposite  to  the  said  sums  respectively  the  amount  of  the  tiax 
laid  on  the  said  several  persons  for  their  respective  personal  estate  to  be 
computed  at  the  rate  of  one  penny  half -penny  in  the  pound  for  each  and 
every'pound  at  which  the  personal  estate  of  the  said  persons  respectively 
shall  have  been  assessed  and  shall  thereupon  deliver  the  said  tax  lists  to 
the  supervisors  or  some  or  one  of  them  signed  by  the  majority  of  the  said 
assessors,  when  the  supervisors  of  the  respective  counties,  to  avoid  ac- 
cidents shall  make  true  copies  thereof  respectively  and  thereon  issue 
their  warrant  to  the  said  collectors  respectively  to  collect  and  receive  the 
several  taxes  to  be  contained  in  the  said  lists  respectively. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  if  the 
persons  in  the  land  tax  list  mentioned,  shall  respectively  refuse  or 
neglect  to  pay  the  tax  laid  on  the  lands  by  them  possessed  respectively 
that  the  collectors  shall  and  they  are  hereby  severally  and  respectively 
authorized  and  required  in  such  case  to  levy  the  same  by  distress  and 
sale  of  such  goods  and  chattels  as  shall  be  found  on  the  land  by  the 
said  land  tax  list  supposed  to  be  possessed  by  the  said  person  so  re- 
fusing or  neglecting  rendering   the    overplus    (if   any  shall  be)  after 
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deducting  the  amount  of  the  tax  charged  on  such  land  and  the 
charges  of  such  distress  and  sale  to  the  said  person  so  refusing  or  neg- 
lecting. And  that  if  the  persons  in  the  personal  tax  list  mentioned, 
shall  respectively  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  the  tax  laid  on  them  respect- 
ively for  their  respective  personal  estate  that  the  collectors  shall  and 
they  are  hereby  severally  and  respectively  authorized  and  required  in 
such  case  to  levy  the  same  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and 
chattels  of  the  said  person  so  refusing  or  neglecting  rendering  the 
overplus  (if  any  there  shall  be)  after  deducting  the  tax  charged  on 
such  person  and  the  charges  of  such  distress  and  sale  to  the  said  per- 
son so  refusing  or  neglecting. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  autJiority  aforesaid  That  the  several  Collectors 
collectors  shall  and  they  are  hereby  respectively  authorized  and  required  Soi?eot«? 
to  pay  the  monies  to  be  by  them  severally  collected  and  received  as  and  J?  county 
for  the  tax  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act  into  the  hands  of  the  county 
treasurer  in  their  respective  counties.  And  the  several  county  treasurers 
are  hereby  authorized  and  required  from  time  to  time  to  pay  the  monies 
they  shall  so  receive  into  the  treasury  of  this  State  never  retaining  in 
their  possession  respectively  a  sum  exceeding  five  thousand  pounds. 

And  be   it  further   enacted  by    the    authority    aforesaid  That    the  Poundace 
several  collectors  shall  be  allowed  and  they  are  hereby  severally  au-  JSinedbF 
thorized  to  retain  the  same  in  their  hands  out  of  the  monies  they  shall  coUecton. 
respectively  collect  and  receive  as  and  for  the  tax  to  be  raised  by  virtue 
of  this  act  a  poundage  of  three  pence  in  the  pound  for  their  services 
in  collecting  the  said  tax  and  paying  the  same  into  the  hands  of  the 
respective  county  treasurers    and  the   said  several  county  treasurers  Treasurers 
shall  be  allowed  and  they  are  hereby  severally  authorized  to  retain  the  ^®^- 
same  in  their  hands  out  of  the  monies  they  shall  respectively  receive 
from  the  several  collectors  as  aforesaid  at  the  rate  of  one  half  per  cent, 
for  their  services  in  receiving  the  said  monies  and  paying  the  same 
mto  the  treasury  of  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  several  Payments 
collectors  shall  from  time  to  time  as  they  shall  receive  the  said  tax  to  treiSmre? 
be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act  pay  the  same  in  manner  herein  before 
directed  never  retaining  in  their  ossession  prespectively  a  sum  exceeding 
one  thousand  pounds. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  no  person  Officers 
serving  the  United  States  of  America  either  as  a  regimental  officer  or  vStes  ex- 
private  raised  within  this  State  to  serve  for  three  years  or  during  the  empt- 
war,  shall  be  assessed  or  taxed  for  his  personal  estate,  any  thing  herein 
contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  whereas  there  are  many  large  tracts  of  appropriated  and  unim-  Proviso  as 
proved  lands  in  this  State  from  which  taxes  in  the  usual  mode  cannot  ^ov^d^r 
be  collected  without  great  inconvenience  and  delays.  lands. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  a  tax  of  three  Tax  on 
pence  in  the  pound  be  raised  on  the  amount  of  all  appropriated  un-  "*™«' 
improved   lands    (except   wood   lands    kept    for  the  purposes  of  fuel 
and   timber   and  deemed  parts  and   parcels  of  improved  farms)    not 
subject  to  a  right  of  commonage  of  any  kind  whatsoever  to  be  as- 
sessed in  manner  hereafter  directed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  su-  commis- 
pervisors  in  the  respective  counties  of  Albany  Ulster  Dutchess  Orange  jJ^^sT  ^ 
Westchester  Tryon  and  Charlotte  or  any  three  of  them  respectively  in  same, 
each  county  named  to  that  service  by  the  supervisors  or  the  majority 
of  the  supervisors  of  each  county  respectively  shall  be  and  they  hereby 
are  appointed  commissioners  in   their  several  counties  to  assess   all 
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such  appropriated  and  unimproved  lands  as  aforesaid  in  their  several 
Counties  (not  in  possession  of  the  enemy)  at  what  shall  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  said  commissioners  respectively  be  deemed  to  have  been 
the  value  thereof  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five.  And  to  the  end  the  said  commissioners  may 
be  the  better  able  to  ascertain  the  contents  and  boundaries  of  the  afore- 
said tracts  of  land  and  the  owners  and  proprietors  thereof,  they  are 
hereby  authorised  as  often  as  they  shall  see  fit  to  examme  the  public 
records  of  this  State  for  that  purpose;  and  the  secretary  of  this  State 
is  hereby  required  from  time  to  time  without  fee  or  reward  (except 
such  allowance  as  may  be  allowed  therefor  by  the  legislature  of  this 
State  in  his  annual  account)  to  furnish  the  said  commissioners  with 
abstracts  of  such  grants,  patents  and  surveys  of  appropriated  and  un- 
improved lands  as  he  may  have  in  his  custody  and  they  may  require. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  said 
commissioners  in  their  several  counties  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the 
passing  this  act  shall  proceed  upon  the  business  of  assessing  the  afore- 
said appropriated  and  unimproved  lands  for  which  purpose  they  shall 
enter  in  a  book  by  them  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose  all  such 
lands  as  they  shall  assess  specifying  the  boundaries  number  of  acres 
and  owners  of  the  same  so  far  as  shall  come  to  their  knowledge  ;  dis- 
tinguishing between  the  lands  divided,  and  those  that  are  undivided  ; 
and  where  lands  have  been  divided  into  townships  precincts  or  dis- 
tricts and  where  the  division  of  such  township  precinct  or  district 
cannot  be  known,  the  assessment  shall  be  made  on  the  whole  of  such 
township  precinct  or  district,  but  if  the  numbers  of  the  allotments 
can  be  known  each  allotment  shall  be  separately  assessed;  and  as  soon 
as  the  said  assessments  shall  be  made  in  each  county  the  commission- 
ers of  each  county  shall  make  out  two  fair  lists  of  such  assessments 
under  their  hands  and  seals  one  of  which  they  shall  transmit  to  the 
secretary  of  the  State  to  be  filed  in  the  secretary's  office  and  the 
other  they  shall  deliver  to  the  sherifs  of  their  respective  counties. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  commissioners 
in  each  county  before  they  enter  upon  the  business  of  assessments,  as 
prescribed  in  this  act  shall  severally  take  the  following  oath  to  be 
administred  by  either  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  this 
State  or  either  of  the  iudges  of  the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  of 
the  County  where  such  commissioners  shall  reside,  in  the  words 
following,  towit. 

"  I  A.  B.  do  solemnly  swear  and  declare  in  the  presence  of  Almighty 
God,  that  I  will  according  to  the  best  of  my  understanding  true  as- 
sessments make  of  all  such  appropriated  unimproved  lands  as  I  shall 
assess  and  that  I  will  in  all  such  assessments  follow  the  directions 
of  a  law  of  this  State  intitled,  "  An  act  for  raising  monies  to  be  applied 
towards  the  public  exigencies  of  this  State.**  And  justly  honestly  faith- 
fully and  truly  according  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  abilities  do  per- 
form fulfil  and  execute  all  other  matters  and  things  required  of  me 
as  an  assessor  by  the  said  Law." 

Which  commissioners  severally  shall  be  allowed  the  sum  of  twenty 
shillings  per  day  for  their  services  and  expence  for  every  day  they 
shall  be  actually  employed,  in  the  business  of  assessing  as  prescribed  in 
this  act.  Provided  always  That  the  whole  amount  thereof  shall  not 
exceed  the  sum  of  three  pounds  per  day  for  the  actual  services  and 
expences  of  the  commissioners  in  any  one  county.  And  if  any  such 
commissioners  shall  neglect  to  act  and  take  the  oath  above  prescribed, 
each  commissioner,  so  neglecting  or  refusing,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of 
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forty  pounds^  to  the  people  of  this  State,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered 
with  costs  of  suit  to  be  taxed  (by  the  attorney-general  of  this  State),  in 
an  acrion  of  debt,  by  bill  plaint  or  information  in  any  court  of  Rec- 
ord within  this  State,  wherein  the  defendant  shall  be  held  to  bail  as  in 
actions  of  debt,  on  specialty,  and  wherein  also  no  essoign,  protection 
or  wager  of  law,  nor  more  than  one  imparlance,  shall  be  allowed ;  and 
on  recovery  of  the  said  penalty,  the  same  shall  be  paid  into  the  treas- 
ury of  this  State. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the    authority  aforesaid  That   the  sherif    of  sheriff  to 
each  county  where  such  assessment  shall  be  made  on   receipt  of  the  gl^^veJ^^ 
same  from  the  commissioners  of  his  said  county  shall,  by  advertise-  tisement 
ment  in  the  public  news  papers  of  this  State  for  the  space  of  three  Jj  ^ount 
months  notify  that  he  has  received  such  assessments  describing  the  o'  t««i  «to- 
patents    tracts  and  parcels  of  such    appropriated   unimproved  lands, 
and  the  owners  thereof  as  the  case  may  be,  and  that  the  same  are  as- 
sessed at  such  sum  as  the  assessment  specifies;   and  that  unless  the 
owner  or  owners  of  such  lands  or  some  other  person  or  persons  for 
them,  pay  the  tax  assessed  on  the  same  that  he  shall  within  six  months 
from  the  date  of  the  said  advertisement,  return  the  assessment  on  such 
lands  into  the  secretary's  office  of  this  State,  where  the  tax  assessed 
on  the  said  lands  will  be  charged  as  due  to  this  State  with  the  inter- 
est of  six  per  cent,  to  be  collected  by  sale  of  the  land  or  otherwise,  as 
by  the  legislature  of  this  State,  shall  thereafter  be  directed. 

And  be    it   enacted  by    the    authority    aforesaid   That    the    sherifs  sheriffs  to 
of  the  said  counties    respectively,   shall  within   thirty  days  after   the  ^on^yg' 
time  assigned  by  them   severally  in  the  said  advertisements   for  the  ooUected. 
payment  of  the  taxes  assessed  on  the  lands  as  aforesaid,  pay  into  the 
treasury  of  this  State,  all  such  monies  as  they  shall  have  received,  for 
the  taxes   aforesaid    except   the   sum    of  four  pence   on  the  pound,  Fees  for 
which  they  may  retain  in  their  hands,  for  receiving  and  paying .  the  o^Uection. 
same.      And  also  shall,  at  that  time,  return  to  the  treasurer  of  this  To  return 
State  the  lists  of  assessments,  which  they  shall  have  severally  received,  g*2e^ 
from  the  aforesaid  commissioners  of  their  respective  counties,  distinctly  treasurer, 
specifying  on  such  lists  of  assessment,  all  such  patents,  tracts  and  par- 
cels, of  appropriated  and  unimproved  lands,  on  which  the  tax  assessed 
is  refused  or  neglected  to  be  paid,  by  the  owners  or  proprietors  thereof. 
Which  lists  of  assessments,  being  so  returned  by  the  sherifs  the  said  Jf®i*}}'®' 
treasurer  shall  deliver  to  the  secretary  of  this  State  by  him  to  be  filed  to  secret 
in  the  secretary's  office  so  that  the  lands  therein  mentioned  may  be  ^JJ^J^n^ 
charged  with  the  taxes  thereon  assessed  and  unpaid,  as  due,  owing  and  tax  and  in- 
payable  to  this  State,  with  interest  thereon  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent;  oh'^^^ 
and  the  taxes  so  assessed  and  unpaid  on  the  appropriated  and  unim-  against 
proved  lands  in  this  State  after  the  same  is  advertised  and  a  return  collected 
thereof  made  and  filed  in  the  secretary's  office  of  this  State  as  above  Jji^.^  °' 
directed  are  hereby  declared  to  be  due  owing  and  payable  to  this  State 
together  with   the  interest   thereon  at  the  rate  of   six  per  cent,  per 
annum  to  be  collected  by  sale  of  such  lands  or  otherwise,  as  the  leg- 
islature of  this  State  shall  hereafter  direct. 

And  be  it   enacted  by   the  authority  aforesaid  That   no   person  or  Part  own- 
persons  who  shall  have  paid  their  respective  proportions  of  the  tax  JS  m>?to 
assessed  on  any  tract  or  tracts  of  undivided  land  of  which  they  shall  be  de- 
respectively  be  part  owners  shall  be  deprived  of  their  respective  pro-  theirre^ 
portions  or  any  part  thereof  upon  a  future  division  of  the  same,  not-  gJJJf^J,^ 
standing  any  part   of  the  said  tract  may  hereafter  be    sold  for  the 
payment  of  the  taxes  charged  on  the  same,  but  upon  such  division, 
Ail  have  their   respective  full  shares  and  proportions  of  such  lands 
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in  the  same  manner  as  they  would  respectively  have  had  if  no  such 
sale  had  been  made. 
Super-  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  in  case 

flii*vaci^-  o^  th^  death  or  removal  out  of  the  respective  counties  or  refusal  to 
ci©»  »n       act  of  any  of  the  commissioners  for  assessing  such  unimproved  lands 
sion  out  of  as  aforesaid  the   supervisors  of  the  several  counties  shall  out  of  the 
number!^  supervisors  of  such  county  nominate  other  and  others  in  the  stead  of 
the  commissioner  or  commissioners  so  dying  or  refusing  to  act  or  re- 
moving as  aforesaid  ;  and  that  a  majority  of  the  commissioners  in  their 
respective  counties  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  execute 
the  powers  and  authorities  vested  in  them  by  this  act. 


CHAP.  18. 

AN  ACT  appointing  commissioners  to  take  in  subscriptions  on 
loan-office  certificates. 

Passed  the  30th  of  March,  177S. 

Preamble.      WHEREAS  the  honorable  the  congress  of  the  United  Stages  did  by 
resolution  passed  the  twenty  second  day  of  November  last,  recommend 
to  the  legislatures  of  the  respective  States  to  cause  subscriptions  to 
be  opened  under  the  inspection  of  one  or  more  respectable  citizens 
within  each  town  or  district  for  monies  on  loan:  In  pursuance  of  the 
said  recommendation. 
Commis-        Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New-York  rep- 
r^efve  ^  resented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  Iiereby  encuted  by  the  authority 
subscrip-    of  the  same  That  in  the  county  of  West  Chester^  Zebediah  Mills  for  the 
ioan"oSn-  precincts  of  Bedford  Old  Pound- Ridge  North  Castle  and  Salem;  James 
tineotai     Lequoy,  for  the  precincts  of   Phillipsburgh^    White-Plains,  Harrison*s 
money.      Purchase  and  Rye;  and  Gilbert  Drake  for  the  manor  of  Cortlandt  and 
Ryckes  patent  that  in  the  county  of  Dutchess  Roeloff  Schenck  for  the 
precincts  of  Rumbout  Fredericksburgh  Philipse's  and  Beekmans,  Paul 
Schenck  for  Poughkeepsie  precinct  Matthias  B,  Miller  for  Charlotte 
precinct,  Everardus  Bogardus  for  Rhynbeck  precinct,  Rufus  Herricky 
for  Amenta  precinct,  Isaac  /.   Talman  for  Pawling's  and  South-East 
Precincts,  and  Lewis  Graham  for  North-East  precinct,  that  in  the 
county  of  Orange  John  Haring,  for  Orange  Town,  John  Coe  (son  of 
Daniel  Coe)  for  Haverstraw,   Thomas  Mojfat  for  Cornwall^  and  John 
Carpenter  for  Goshen  precincts;  that   in   the  county  of  Albany  Ja^ 
cobus  Teller  for  the  town  of  Schenectady,  Ezra  Murray  for  King  dis- 
trict,   Richard  Esselstyne  for  Claverack   Samuel  Ten  Broeck  for   the 
manor  of  Livingston  and  East  Camp,  Isaac  Goes  for  Kinderhook,  Har^ 
manus  Cuyler  for  Coxhackie  and   Groet  Embought,  Peter   Vroman  for 
Schoharie,  John  Younglove  for  Cambridge,  Elores  Bancker  for  the  EUist 
district   and    Volkert  Othoudt  for   the    West  district  of  the  manor  of 
Rensselaerwyck ;  that  in  the  county  of  Tryon  Michael  Etdick  for  Ger^ 
man  Elatts  and  Kingsland,   Martin  G,  Van  Alstyne  for   Canejoharie^ 
Jacob  G.  Klock  for  Palatine  and  Andrew    Wemple  for  Mohawk  dis- 
tricts; that  in  the  county  of   Ulster,  Joseph  Gersherie  for  the  town- 
ships of  Kingston  and  Hurly,  Cornelius  E,  Wynkoop  for  the  townships 
of  Marble  Town  and  Rochester  and  precinct  of  Mamacotting,  Darnel 
Graham  for  the  precincts  of  NewPaltz,  Shawangunk  zxid  New  Marlbor- 
ough, Patrick  Barber  for  the  precincts  of  Wallkill  and  Hanover,  and 
Abel  Bellknap  for  the  precincts  of  New  Windsor  and  New  Burgh;  and 
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that  in  the  county  of  Charlotte  EbcTiezer  Russell  and  John  Williams 
for  the  townships  of  Argyle  and  Kingsbury  and  the  district  of  New 
Perth  be  and  they  are  hereby  severally  appointed  commissioners 
within  the  respective  towns  districts  and  precincts  to  receive  sub- 
scriptions of  all  such  persons  as  shall  be  willing  to  deposit  upon  loan 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money  in  continental  currency  into  the  conti- 
nental loan  office  within  this  State,  provided,  that  no  subscription  subscrip- 
shall  be  taken  for  less  than  two  hundred  dollars.  JJf g|  J^^^^ 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^    That   when  than  two 
and  as  often  as  any  person  or  persons  shall  signify  to  any  of  them  the  Soiiare.^ 
said  commissioners  their  willingness  to  deposit  any  money  upon  loan  jjame  and 
as  aforesaid  that  each  respective  commissioner  shall  in  a  book  pro-  fubscrip 
vided  by  him  for  that  purpose,  msert  the  name  and  subscnption  of  entered 
such  person,  and  that  copies  of  such  subscriptions  shall  from  time  to  J^,?t*?jr*®" 
time  be  sent  by  the  said  commissioners  respectively  to  the  commis- commis- 
sioner of  the  continental  loan  office  within  this  State.  conttnen. 

tal  loan 
of&ce. 


CHAP.  19. 

AN  ACT  for  altering  the  judgments  heretofore  by  law  pre- 
scribed against  persons  found  guilty  of  high  treason  and 
petty  treason  ;  and  those  who  on  being  arraigned  for  treason 
or  felony  stand  mute  or  refuse  to  plead. 

Passed  the  30th  of  March,  1778. 

Whereas  the  judgments  directed  by  the  law  of  England,  now  in  Preamble, 
force  in  this  State,  in  all  cases  of  high  treason,  and  in  many  cases  of 
petty  treason,  are,  so  far  as  they  respect  the  manner  of  putting  the 
offenders  to  death,  marked  by  circumstances  of  savage  cruelty,  un- 
necessary for  the  purposes  of  public  justice,  and  manifestly  repugnant 
to  that  spirit  of  humanity,  which  should  ever  distinguish  a  free,  a  civ- 
ilized and  a  christian  people.     For  remedy  whereof. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York  represented  in  partg  of 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  ^^^^^y^ 
That  such  parts  of   the   said  judgment  in   high  treason   and  petty  inj?  man- 
treason  as  specify  and  prescribe  the  manner  of  putting  the  persons  pStt?nK 
found  guilty  thereof  to  death,  be  and  they  hereby  are  abrogated  and  g®"^"*^**^ 
abolished.     And  further  That  the  judgments  hereafter  to  be  given,  rojcated. 
against  persons  found  guilty  of  high  treason  or  petty  treason,   shall, 
so  far  as  the  same  shall  respect  the  manner  of  putting  the  said  persons 
to   death  invariably   be,   that   the  said  persons   so   found  guilty   be 
hanged  by  the  neck  until  he  she  or  they  shall  be  dead. 

And  whereas  the  manner  anciently  prescribed  by  the  said  law,  and  Further 
in  many  cases  still  in  force,  for  punishing  persons  indicted  for  treason  Pf®»™^*®- 
or  felony,  who  on  their  arraignment  obstinately  stand  mute,  or  refuse 
to  plead,  is  too  barbarous  to  be  either  just  or  politic. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  from  hence-  Pereous 
forth  no  person  or  persons  indicted  for   treason  or  felony,  who   on  JJtite  ami 
being  arraigned  shall  obstinately  stand  mute,  or  refuse  to  plead  and  '^'^^"f,.^ 
be  tryed  in  the  manner  by  law  directed,  shall  for  the  said  offence,  be  to^)e  put 
put  to  \}ci^  feine  forte  et  dure^  or  adjudged  guilty  of  the  crimes  charged  YfJnt^a 
in  the  indictment.     But  that  both  said  modes  of  punishing  the  said  dttre,  etc. 
offenders,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  abolished. 
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standing        And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  in  all  cases 

to^be'aS?*'  of  treason  or  felony  where  the  party  indicted  shall  on  being  arraigned 

ienfaf  of    ot>stinately  stand  mute,  or  refuse  to  plead  and  be  tried  in  due  course 

facts         of  law,  such  obstinately  standing  mute,  or  refusal  to  plead  and  be 

charged,     xxitdi.  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  adjudged  to  amount  to,  and  be  a  proper 

traverse  or  denial  of  the  facts,  charged  in  the  indictment,  and  the  trial 

shall  thereupon  proceed  in  like  manner,  and  the  same  judgment  shall 

be  given  against  the  said  party,  if  found  guilty,  as  if  he  she  or  they 

had  on  being  arraigned  duly  plead,  and  in  proper  form  respectively  put 

themselves  on  their  trial. 


CHAP.  20. 

AN  ACT  to  enable  his  excellency  the  governor  out  of  the 
monies  heretofore  granted  to  him  to  defray  the  expence  of 
paying  and  subsisting  such  of  the  militia  as  were  in  service 
previous  thereto. 

Passed  the  30th  of  March,  177S. 

Preamble.  WHEREAS  the  legislature  of  this  State  have  during  the  present  ses- 
sion passed  a  law  entitled,  "  An  act  for  granting  to  the  governor  the 
sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds  for  paying  subsisting  and  defraying  the 
contingent  expences  of  the  militia  whenever  he  shall  call  them  into  actual 
services  and  no  provision  being  made  in  the  said  law,  for  the  paying  and 
subsisting  such  of  the  militia  as  were  in  service  previous  to  the  pass- 
ing of  the  said  law ; 
Lawf tU  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York  repre- 

aS<Smnt8  ^^^t^d  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
for  sub-  the  same  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  his  excellency 
niliiua  in  the  govemor  out  of  the  monies  so  granted  to  him  as  aforesaid  to  pay 
pre^oua  ^^^  discharge  all  or  any  accounts  that  have  accrued  in  or  about  the 
to  passage  paying  and  subsisting  such  of  the  militia  as  were  in  service  previous, 
of  law.  -j^  ^^  %2ca\&  manner  as  if  the  same  had  been  in  service  subsequent  to 
the  passing  of  the  said  law. 


CHAP.  21. 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  commitment  of  persons  that  may  be 
apprehended  in  the  counties  of  West  Chester  or  Ulster  to  the 
gaols  of  the  counties  of  Dutchess  Orange  or  Albany. 

Passed  the  30th  of  March,  1778. 

Whereas  the  gaols  in  the  counties  of  West  Chester  and  Ulster  have 
in  the  course  of  the  present  war  been  destroyed. 
Until  goals  ^^  il  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York  repre- 
in  counties  sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  encuted  by  the  authority  of 
finished^  the  samCy  That  until  gaols  for  the  said  counties  of  West  Chester  and  Ulster 
Oran«e"  shall  be  erected  the  several  sherifs  oflftcers  and  ministers  of  justice 
Dutchess  in  and  for  the  said  two  counties  having  criminal  process  and  the  cus- 
may'i^^  tody  of  prisoners  thereon  shall  and  may  make  use  of  the  present 
used.         gaols  of  the  counties  of  Orange^  Dutchess  or  Albany  j  and  the  several 
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gaolers  of  the  same  gaols  in  the  said  counties  of  Albany  ^Dutchess  or 
Orange^  shall  severally  receive  the  prisoners  and  shall  be  answerable 
for  them  in  like  manner  as  if  they  had  been  delivered  to  their  care 
respectively  by  the  sherifs  or*  other  officers  of  the  said  three  several 
counties  last  mentioned  respectively. 


CHAP.  22. 

AN  ACT  for  raising  seven   hundred    men   to  be  employed   in 
the  defence  of  this  State. 

Passed  the  31st  March,  1778. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York  represented  in  Seven  hun- 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same  J^^J^ 
That  seven  hundred  men  including  officers  shall  be  raised  -by  drafts  by  drafts 
from  the  militia  for  the  defence  of  this  State  to  continue  in  service  Ji?.™  ^"*~ 
until  the  first  day  of  January  next  unless  sooner  discharged  and  to 
be  allowed  the  like  pay  and  rations  as  are  allowed  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States  of  America.     And  in  order  the  more  effectually  to  enable 
his  excellency  the  governor  to  compleat  the  levies  to  be  raised  by 
virtue  of  this  act 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  drafts  for  the  Drafts  how 
purpose  aforesaid  shall  be  made  from  the  regiments  of  militia  com-  J^^^to 
manded  by  colonels  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Joseph  Drake  and  Thomas  be  made. 
Thomas  in  Westchester  county  and  John  Field  and  Henry  Luddington 
in  Dutchess  county  and  from  such  other  regiments  of  the  militia  of 
this  State  as  his  excellency  the  governor  may  deem  necessary  and  in 
such  proportions  and  in  such  manner  as  by  orders  from  his  excellency 
the   governor  to  the   commanding  officers  of  the   several  regiments 
shall  be  directed;  and  the  several  commanding  officers  and  all  and 
every  other  officer  and  officers  belonging  to  the  several  regiments  or 
either  of  them  neglecting  or  refusing  to  execute  or  obey  the  orders  to 
be  issued  by  his  excellency  the  governor  in  this  behalf,  shall  suffer  and 
incur  such  penalties  pains  and  punishment  as  shall  be  adjudged  by  a 
court  martial  for  that  purpose  to  be  instituted  and  appointed  by  his  - 
excellency  the  governor  by  warrant  under  his  hand,  and  to  be  com- 
posed of  such  officers  belonging  to  the  militia  of  this  State  as  shall  by 
his  said  excellency  the  governor  be  nominated  and  appointed  for  that 
purpose.     And  to  the  end  That  a  proper  bounty  may  be  collected  for 
such  persons  as  shall  voluntarily  inlist  in  the  said  levies. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  certain  reso-  Resolu- 
lutions  of  the  council  of  safety  made  and  passed  on  the  thirty-first  n^med  re- 
day  of  Jtdy  last  for  assessing  persons  exempted  from  serving  in  the  vived  and 
militia  are   hereby  revived  and  extended   to  all  persons  upwards  of  ®*'«°^®^* 
the  age  of  sixty  years.     Provided  nevertheless   That  each  and   every  Proviso  as 
person  to  be  appointed  an  assessor  in  such  manner  as  is  prescribed  in  betaken^ 
the  said  resolutions  shall  before  he  proceed  to  assess  take  an  oath  by  asses- 
before  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  by  whom  he  shall  be  *°"' 
q)pointed,  and  who  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  administer  the 
same  faithfully  and  impartially  without   favour  or  affection  to  assess 
the  several  exempts  within  the  district  of  the  said  regiment. 

And  provided  also  That  where  assessments  have  not  as  yet  been  Levies  in 
made  in  either  of  the  said  five  regiments  above  particularly  mentioned,  which  as- 
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««8»™«n*    and  with  respect  to  the  assessments   to  be  made  in  such  other  regi- 
inade  by     ments  of  militia  as  by  his  excellency  the  governor  shall  be  assigned 
of*^wii"    ^^^  appointed  to  contribute  towards  the  levies  to  be  raised  by  virtue 
«tc.      *     of  this  act,  the  assessors  shall  not  be  appointed  by  the  field  officers 
of  the  regiment,  but  the  assessment  shall  be  made  by  the  assessors  of 
the   town   district   or   precinct   within   which    the   several   companies 
ot  militia  so  to  be  assessed . shall  be;  any  thing  in  the  said  resolution 
of  the  thirty-first  day  of  July  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Moneys  ^0       And  provided  further  That   the  monies   to  be  collected  in   conse- 
oommand-  quence  of  such  assessments  shall  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  com- 
ing officer,  manding  officer  of  each  respective  regiment,  to  be  by  him  distributed, 

to  and  among  the  drafts  from  the  said  regiment  in  equal  proportions. 
Proviso.  Whereas  the  council  of  safety  did   by  resolution  made  and  passed 

the  fourth  day  of  January  last  request  his  excellency  the  governor 
to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier  parts  of  this  State  by  lev- 
ies or  detachments  from  the  militia.  And  the  more  effectually  to  facili- 
tate the  raising  the  said  levies  or  detachments  the  said  council  of 
.  safety  did  in  and  by  the  said  resolution  revive  the  said  resolution  of 
the  council  of  safety  of  the  thirty-first  day  of  July  last,  in  conse- 
quence whereof  assessments  have  been  made  in  the  said  three  regi- 
ments of  militia  in  the  county  of  Westchester  and  of  the  sums  so 
assessed  a  considerable  part  hath  been  collected  and  paid  to  persons 
who  have  inlisted  in  the  said  levies  or  detachments  and  cattle  and 
other  chattels  of  persons  so  assessed  and  refusing  to  pay  the  sums  so 
Ibid.  assessed  upon  them,  have  been  distrained  and  sold.    And  whereas  Un- 

easiness and  complaints  having  arisen  by  reason  thereof;  and  it  having 
been  suggested  to  the  legislature  that  in  some  instances  the  said  as- 
sessments had  been  injudiciously  made  and  that  from  thence  had  arisen 
the  said  uneasiness  and  complaints  the  senate  and  assembly  did  by 
their  respective  resolutions  of  the  fourteenth  day  of  March  in  the 
present  year  recommend  to  the  field  officers  of  the  said  three  regi- 
ments forthwith  to  appoint  for  each  respective  regiment  five  other  and 
new  assessors  to  be  discreet  and  reputable  persons,  not  being  commis- 
sioned officers  belonging  to  either  of  the  said  three  regiments,  or  sub- 
ject to  an  assessment  by  the  terms  of  the  said  resolution  of  the 
council  of  safety  of  the  fourth  day  of  January  last,  that  the  said  as- 
sessors so  to  be  appointed,  should  immediately  review  the  assessments 
of  the  respective  regiments  and  should  apportion  the  whole  amount 
of  the  assessments  of  the  several  regiments  upon  the  several  persons 
in  each  respective  regiment  who  by  the  terms  of  the  said  last  men- 
tioned resolution  were  subject  to  be  assessed  in  such  manner  as  to 
the  said  assessors  should  appear  just  and  reasonable,  having  due  re- 
gard not  only  to  the  estate  and  ability  of  each  respective  person,  but 
also  to  the  services  they  have  respectively  rendered  to  their  country, 
during  the  present  war.  That  the  assessments  so  to  be  made  by  the 
assessors  last  appointed  should  be  deemed  the  true  and  proper  assess- 
ments within  the  said  regiments  respectively.  That  where  an  abatement 
should  be  made  in  the  former  assessment  of  any  persons,  such  persons 
should  respectively  be  repaid  the  whole  amount  of  such  abatement,  or 
such  part  thereof,  as  they  should  respectively  have  paid,  out  of  the  mon- 
ies to  be  collected  from  the  other  persons  subject  to  be  assessed.  And 
that  all  sales  of  goods  distrained  for  payment  of  assessments  made  in 
consequence  of  the  above  resolution  last  mentioned  should  stand  con- 
firmed and  that  no  future  sales  should  be  made  of  goods  then  already- 
taken  and  distrained  except  where  persons  should  refuse  to  pay  the 
sums  assessed  upon  them  by  the  assessors  last  appointed.     And  that 
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the  commanding  officers  of  the  said  several  regiments  should  cause 
the  sums  to  be  assessed  by  the  said  last  appointed  assessors,  to  be  col- 
lected by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  several  per- 
sons who  should  refuse  to  pay  the  sums  assessed  on  them  respectively. 
And  whereas  his  excellency  the  governor  did  on  the  sixth  day  of  K>W. 
January  last  issue  his  orders  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  said 
five  regiments  above  particularly  mentioned,  to  make  returns  immedi- 
ately of  their  respective  regiments;  that  five  companies  of  sixty  pri- 
vates were  to  be  raised  out  of  the  said  five  regiments  of  militia  and 
and  to  continue  in  service  for  the  space  of  one  year  on  continental 
pay  and  rations. 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That   all  Powere 
and  singular   the  powers  and  authorities  vested   in  the  assessors  ap-  ]lUJfJ)re 
pointed  by  virtue  of  the  resolution  of  the  council  of  safety  of  the  JgJ^  Ij 
thirty-first  day  of  July  last  revived  and  extended  as  aforesaid,  shall  acts oi^ 
henceforth  cease  determine   and   become  void   that  all  and  singular  f^  "offl^re 
the  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  said  commanding  officers  of  the  said  ratified  Md 
five  regiments,  and  of  each  and   every  person  and   persons  by   the  ^^ 
order  or  command  of  the  said  commanding  officers,  or  either  of  them, 
in  or  about  the  premises  in  consequence  of  such  orders  as  aforesaid 
from  his  excellency  the  governor,  or  in*  pursuance  and  in  consequence 
of  the  said  resolution  of  the  council  of  safety  of  the  fourth  of  Janu- 
ary^  or  of  the  said  resolution  of  the  senate  and  assembly,  shall  be  and 
the  same  are  hereby  ratified  and  confirmed,  and  declared  to  be  as  valid 
and  effectual  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if  the  same  had  been  made 
and  done  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  state  ;  and  the  Persons  in- 
several  persons  who  have  or  shall  be  inlisted  or  drafted  in  pursuance  "J^jf^'' 
of  the  said  orders  and  resolution,  shall  be  deemed  and  considered  as  deemed 
duly  and  properly  drafted  and  inlisted  in,  and  as  belonging  to  the  lev-  vi*^.*""^'' 
ies  to  be  raised   by  virtue  of  this  act.     Provided^  That   the   several  proviao. 
persons  in  the  said  three  regiments  in  the  county  of   Westchester^  who 
have  been  assessed  shall  be  compellable  only  to  pay  the  sums  at  which 
they  were  respectively  assessed  by  the  assessors  last  appointed  as  afore- 
said. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  autlwrity  aforesaid  That  the  levies  Levies  sub- 
to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  from  the  time  they  shall  be  Ju^^'Jnd 
inlisted  or  drafted,  be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations  as  are  articles  of 
contained  in  the  articles  of  war  made  by  the  congress  of  the  United  ^^' 
States  of  America  for  regulating  the  armies  of  the  said   States ;  and 
that  the  courts-martial  to  be  instituted  and  appointed  for  trial  of  any 
person  or  persons  belonging  to  the  said  levies  shall  and  may  consist 
of  officers  belonging  to  the  militia  of  this  State,  or  to  the  said  levies, 
^his  excellency  the  governor  shall  from  time  to  time  deem  proper. 


CHAP.  23. 

AN  ACT  to  empower  the  treasurer  of  this  State,  to  pay  into 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  sum  therein 
mentioned. 

Passed  the  ist  of  April,  1778. 

Whereas  the  honorable  the  congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  Preamble. 
by  a  certain  resolution  of  the  twenty-second  day  of  November  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand   seven   hundred   and   seventy-seven 
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among  other  things  therein  contained  recommended  to  the  respective 
States,  to  raise,  in  the  course  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight  commencing  on  the  first  day  of  January  in 
the  said  year  the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars  by  taxes  to  be  lev- 
ied on  the  inhabitants  of  the  respective  States;  and  therein  assessed 
the  State  of  New- York  at  two  hundred  thousand  dollars;  declaring 
in  and  by  the  said  resolution  that  the  sums  so  to  be  assessed  should 
not  be  considered  as  the  proportion  of  any  State  but  whenever  the 
same  is  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  of  America  should 
be  placed  to  their  respective  credit  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent, 
per  annum  from  the  time  of  payment  until  the  quotas  should  be 
finally  ascertained  and  adjusted  by  the  congress  of  the  said  United 
States  agreable  to  the  confederation  thereafter  to  be  adopted.  And 
ratified  by  the  several  States 
S^iSurer  ^^  '^  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New-York  repre- 
to  pay  into  stnted  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
ury BumM  ^^^  ^^^^  That  the  treasurer  of  this  State  is  hereby  empowered,  author- 
«3i(),ooo.  ised  and  required  to  transmit  and  pay  into  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States  of  America  the  said  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  out 
of  the  monies  to  be  raised  and  which  shall  come  to  his  hands  by  virtue 
of  a  certain  act  entitled  "An  act  for  raising  monies  to  be  applied 
towards  the  public  exigencies  of  this  State,"  made  and  passed  in  this 
present  session;  and  upon  payment  of  the  said  two  hundred  thous- 
and dollars  or  any  part  thereof  into  the  treasury  of  the  said  United 
States  to  procure  treasury  receipt  or  receipts  for  the  sum  or  sums  he 
shall  so  pay. 


Preamble. 


Legisla- 
ture to 
meet  at 
place 
named  tn 
proclama- 
tion of 
Ifoveroor. 
Act  not  to 
abridge 
right  to 
adjourn  to 
another 
place. 


CHAP.  24. 

AN  ACT  authorizing  the  person  administring  the  government* 
of  this  State  for  the  time  being  to  appoint   a  place  for  the 
meeting  of  the  legislature. 

Passed  the  ist  of  April,  1778. 

Whereas  in  and  by  a  certain  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  State 
made  and  passed  in  this  present  session  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate 
elections  within  this  State**  it  is  provided  that  the  senate  and  assembly 
shall  meet  on  the  first  Monday  in  July  in  every  year  but  no  place  is 
therein  assigned  where  the  senate  and  assembly  shall  so  meet. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York  repre^ 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same  That  the  legislature  of  this  State  shall  meet  (until  further 
provision  shall  be  made  by  a  future  legislature)  at  such  place  or  places 
as  by  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the 
time  being  shall  by  proclamation  to  be  issued  for  that  purpose  from 
time  to  time  be  assigned  and  appointed.  Provided  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  abridge  the  right  of  the  senate 
and  assembly  whenever  they  shall  be  convened  to  adjourn  by  their 
mutual  consent  to  such  other  place  or  places  as  they  shall  deem  most 
convenient. 
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CHAP.  25. 

AN  ACT  to  dispense  with  the  usual  mode  of  administring 
oaths  in  favour  of  persons  having  conscientious  scruples 
respecting  the  same. 

Passed  the  ist  of  April.  1778. 

Whereas  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  having  conscientious  Preamble, 
scruples  about  the  present  mode  of  administring  oaths  by  laying  the 
hand  on  and  kissing  the  gospels  for  the  relief  of  all  such  persons. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York  represented  in  Manner  of 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same  tSliJl?*"' 
That  all  and  every  person  or  persons  impowered  to  administer  oaths  oa'hs  to 
within  this  State,  shall  be  and  they  hereby  are  empowered,  authorized  named! 
and  required  to  tender  and  administer  .the  said  oaths  to  all  such  person 
or  persons  as  shall  declare  they  have  such  conscientious  scruples,  in 
the  form  following,  to  wit.     The  said  person  or  persons  shall  with  his 
her  or  their  hand  or  hands  uplifted  swear  by  the  everliving  God  and 
shall  not  be  compelled  to  lay  his  her  or  their  hand  or  hands  on  the 
Gospels  or    kiss  the  same :   And   that    all    oaths  to    be    administred 
agreeable  to  the  mode  prescribed  by  this  act  shall  be  and  the  same 
are  hereby  declared  to  be  as  good  valid  and  effectual  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  as  if  the  same  had  been  administered  by  laying  the  hand  on, 
and  kissing  the  Gospels.    And  all  persons  who  being  sworn  agreable 
to  the  said  mode  and  shall  be  guilty  of  false  swearing  or  wilful  and 
corrupt  perjury,  and  be  convicted  thereof  shall  incur  and  suffer  the 
same  pams  penalties  or  punishments,  as  if  they  had  been  respectively 
sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists. 


CHAP.  26. 

AN  ACT  to  appoint  a  treasurer  for  this  State. 

Passed  the  ist  of  April,  1778. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York   represented  {^^ns^ 
in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  ^°*'i^^ 
lame  That  Gerard  Bancker  Esq.  shall  be  and  he  hereby  is  constituted  treaSiSer. 
and  appointed  treasurer  of  this  State,  to  continue  in  office  until  sixty 
days  after   the  first  meeting  of  the  legislature  of  this  State  after  the 
first  day  of  July  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine  provided  he  shall  with  surety  enter 
into  such  bond  as  is  herein  after  mentioned. 

And   be    it  farther    enacted   by    the   authority    aforesaid    That    the  Speaker  of 
speaker  of  the  assembly  for  the  time  being  shall  take  a  bond  from  ^i^^^^e 
the  above  named  Gerard  Bancker  on  or  before  the  firSt  day  May  next  bond  in 
with  one  or  more  Sufficient  surety  or  sureties   to  the  people  of  this  Jf ^^ofooa 
State  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds  lawful  money  of  this  State, 
'rith  condition  that  he  the  said  Gerard  Bancker  shall  and  will  during 
Ms  continuance  in  the  same  well  faithfully  and  honestly  execute  and 
perform  the  office  of  treasurer  of  this    State,  —  which  bond  when  so 
taken,  shall  be  lodged  in  the  secretary's  office  of  this  State. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  said 
Gerard  Bancker^  Esquire  if  he  shall  take  upon  him  the  execution  of 
the  said  office,  shall  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  May  next  appear 
before  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  this  State  and  take 
the  following  oath  viz, 

I  Gerard  Bancker  appointed  treasurer  of  this  State  do  solemnly 
and  sincerely  swear  and  declare  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God  that 
I  will  during  my  continuance  therein  well  faithfully  and  honestly  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  ability  execute  the  office  of  treasurer 
of  this  State,  and  that  I  will  not  on  any  occasion  or  pretence  apply 
any  monies  which  shall  or  may  come,  to  my  hands  as  belonging  to 
this  State  to  any  private  uses  or  purposes  whatsoever.  So  help  me 
God. 


CHAP.  27. 


Preamble. 
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AN  ACT  to  enable  the  person  administring  the  government  of 
this  State  for  the  time  being  to  remove  certain  disaffected 
and  dangerous  persons  and  families. 

Passed  the  ist  of  April,  1778. 

Whereas  divers  disaffected  and  dangerous  persons  and  families 
reside  at  or  near  the  several  posts  and  passes  within  this  State  and 
there  is  great  reason  to  believe  that  they  communicate  intelligence  to 
the  enemy 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York  repre- 
sented in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  person  admin- 
istring the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  from  time  to 
time  as  occasion  may  require,  and  whenever  he  shall  judge  it  neces- 
sary for  the  public  safety,  to  cause  all  such  dangerous  disaffected 
persons  and  families  as  now  are  or  hereafter  shall  happen  to  be  resi- 
dent at  or  near  any  post  pass  or  encampment  within  this  State  to  be 
removed  to  such  other  place  or  places  within  the  same  as  he  shall  deem 
expedient. 

And  whereas  the  removal  of  the  persons  or  families  aforesaid 
may  prove  very  prejudicial  to  them  //  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid  ThzX,  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State 
for  the  time  being  shall  certify  the  names  of  such  persons  so  removed 
and  a  discription  of  the  houses  and  farms  from  which  they  shall  be 
removed  respectively  to  the  commissioners  of  sequestration  of  the 
county  to  which  such  persons  shall  be  removed  who  are  hereby 
required  to  put  them  in  possession  on  moderate  rents  of  such  seques- 
tered farms  or  houses  in  the  said  county  as  may  be  then  or  there- 
after vacant  having  respect  to  the  value  of  the  farms  or  houses, 
from  which  such  persons  may  have  been  removed  Provided  neverthe^ 
less  That  no  person  or  persons  that  shall  be  removed  by  virtue  of  this 
act  shall  by  such  removal  gain  a  settlement  in  thfe  district  he  she  or 
they  may  be  removed  to  so  as  to  charge  such  district  with  their  main* 
tenance. 
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CHAP.  28. 

AN  ACT  for  compleating  the  five  Continental  battalions  raised 
under  the  direction  of  this  State. 

Passed  the  ist  of  April,  1778. 

Whereas  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  several  battalions  in  the  preamble. 
service  of  the  United  States  of  America^  raised  under  the  direction  of 
iK\s  State  should  be  forthwith  compleated. 

And  whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  did  by 
resolution  passed  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  February  last  require  the 
several  States  to  fill  up  by  drafts  from  the  militia  or  in  any  other 
manner  that  should  be  most  effectual  their  respective  battalions  to 
serve  for  the  space  of  nine  months  from  the  time  they  should  respect- 
ively appear  at  the  places  of  rendezvous  unless  sooner  discharged; 
and  that  the  drafts  from  the  militia  of  this  State  should  rendezvous  at 
Easton,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York  repre-  Every 
unUdin  Senate  and  ^4^embly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  raac^?o  be 
ike  same,  That  drafts  shall  be  made  from  the  militia  of  this  State  of  drafted, 
every  fifteenth  man  to  serve  in  the  said  battalions  for  the  space  of  nine  renS^- 
months^as  aforesaid;    and    that   Easton  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  ^^^^*  ^^' 
shall  be  the    place   of   rendezvous    unless   otherwise   directed  by  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  continental  army. 

And  to  the  end  that  the  said  drafts  may  be  made  with  the  greater 
fairness  and  impartiality 

Be  tt  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That   the   captains  captains  to 
or  other   commandmg   officers   of    the    several   companies  of  militia  JJJurn^ists 
within  this  State  shall  cause  true  and  exact  lists  to  be  made  of  their  of  men. 
respective  companies  on  or  before  the  third  Monday  of  April  next, 
and  shall  immediately  return  (under  oath  to  be  administered  by  the 
said  colonel    or  commanding  officer   of  the   regiment)  such   lists   to 
the  colonel  or  other  commanding  officer  of  the  respective  regiments 
and  the  colonels  or  other  commanding  officers  of  the  regiments  shall  Colonels  to 
withiii  one  week  thereafter  meet  with  the  other  field  officers  and  the  S>w'offl-'' 
captains  or    other    commanding  officers    of    the    companies  of   their  ^^'^JJ^ 
Tespective  regiments  on  such  day  and  at  such  place  within  the  dis- 
tricts of  their  respective  regiments  as  by  the   said   colonels  or  com- 
inanding  officers  of  the  regiments  shall  for  that  purpose  be  appointed, 
and  at  this  meeting,  to  be  openly  and  publicly  held  the  said  colonels 
or  commanding  officers  of  the  regiments  shall  cause  the  several  com- 
panies belonging  to  their  respective  regiments  to  be  respectively  divided  Draft,  how 
by  lot  into  Classes,  each  class  to  consist  of  fifteen  men,  and  if  there  *^*^™*^®' 
should  be  a  surplus  or  remainder  of  names  in  the  several  companies 
afiei  they  shall  have  been  so  divided  into  classes,  the  colonel  or  com- 
nianding  officer  of  the  regiment  shall  from  the  surpluses  or  remain- 
ders of  adjoining  companies  into  a  class  or  classes  of  an  equal  num- 
ber of  men  with  the  classes  above  mentioned,  and  if  there  should  still 
he  a  surplus  or  remainder  the  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  the 
regiment  shall  add  the  persons  of  which  such  surplus  or  remainder 
2s  last  mentioned   shall  consist  to  such  class  or  classes  in  the  com- 
panies to  which  the  persons  composing  such  surplus  or  remainder  as 
'ist  aforesaid  may  severally  belong  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  think 
T»roper.    That  the  captains  or  commanding  officers  of  the  companies 
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shall  cause  to  be  delivered  to  at  least  two  persons  in  each  of  the 
classes   in  their  respective  companies  formed  upon  the  first  division^ 
and  the  colonel  or  commanding  officers  of  the  regiments  shall  cause 
to  be  delivered  to  at  least  two  persons  in  each  of  the  classes  formed  of 
such  surplusses  or  remainders  as  aforesaid  lists  of  the  persons  belong- 
ing to  their  respective  classes,  and  that  each  class  shall  within  nine 
days  after  such  lists  shall  have  been  delivered  to  them  respectively 
furnish   a  man  to  serve  in  the  said  battalions  for  the  space  of  nine 
months  as  aforesaid. 
Proceed-        And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That    if    any 
Jj^^*"/**®  of  the  classes  shall  omit  or  neglect  to  furnish  a  man  within  the  time 
shall  omit  above  limited  the  captain  or  commanding  officer  of  the  company  to 
to  fiS?niBh  which  such  class  shall  belong,  or  if  the  class  shall  have  been  composed 
a  man.        q£    %\xQ}ci  surplusses    as   aforesaid,    then   the   colonel    or   commanding 
officer  of  the  regiment  shall   notify  at  least  two  persons  in  the  class 
so  in  default   either  personally,  or  by  notice  at  their   usual  place   of 
abode  of  the  time  and  place  when  and  where  it  will  be  determined 
by  lott,  which  of  the  persons  in  the  said  class  so  in  default  shall  serve 
as   a   draft  as  aforesaid.     At  which   time   and   place   the   captain  or 
commanding  officer  of  the  company,  or  commanding  officer  of  the 
regiment   as  the  case  may  be,  shall  openly  and  publickly  proceed  to 
determine  which  of  the  persons  belonging  to  the  said  class  shall  serve 
as  a  draft  as  aforesaid,  and  shall   immediately  thereupon  either  per« 
sonally  or  by  notice   in  writing  notify  the  person  on  whom*  the  lot 
shall  so  have  fallen  thereof  and  the  said  person  shall  from  and  immedi- 
ately after  such  notice  be  deemed  and  considered  as  a  draft  to  serve 
in  the  said  battalions  for  the  space  of  nine  months  as  aforesaid,  and 
if  the  said  person  should  abscond  desert  or  refuse  to  march  he  shall 
and  may  be  apprehended  taken  and  treated  as  a  deserter  from  the  said 
battalions. 
One  class        And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  no  class 
cure  a  per-  shall  be  permitted  to  procure  a  person  from  another  class  unless  the  class 
snothe™     ^^oxti  which  the  person  so  attempted  to  be  procured  may  belong  shall 
class.         previously  have  furnished  a  man  for  the  said  drafts. 
Preamble        And  whereas  the  congress  of  the  United  States  did  also  in  and  by 
looksf^.  ^^  ^^^  resolution  resolve   that  each  of  the  said  drafts  who  should 
supply  himself  with   a   good    firelock   and   bayonet,  a  cartouch    box 
haversack  and  blanket,  and  should  at  the   expiration  of  his  service, 
produce  to  the  proper  pay  master  a   certificate  from  his  captain  or 
other  commanding  officer  of  his  company  that  he  hath  been  constantly 
provided  therewith,  shall  receive  for  the  use  of  his  firelock  bayonet 
and  cartouch   box   two  dollars   and   for   the   use  of  his  blanket   four 
dollars,  and  in  a  like  proportion  for  any  or  either  of  them  ;  and  in 
case  any  or  either  of  the  said  articles  shall  be  lost  or  rendered  useless 
in  the  service  without  the   negligence   or  fault   of   the  proprietor,  he 
shall  be  paid  the  value  thereof ;  and  did  also  in  and  by  the  said  reso- 
lution recommend  to  the  several  States  to  appoint  officers  to  superin- 
tend the  making  and  forwarding  such  drafts,  and  to  appoint  one  or 
more  persons  to    reside  at  the  places  of   rendezvous   to  receive  the 
drafts  from  the  respective  States,  and  deliver  them  over  to  the  conti- 
nental officers  appointed  to  receive  them,  and  also  to  make  provision 
for  their  respective  drafts  upon  their  march  to  the  said  places  of  ren- 
dezvous. 
Oommls^       Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid   That    it 
e^u'te      shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  person  administring  the  gov- 
*^*-  ernment  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  and  he  is  hereby  authorized 


Chap.  28.]  FIRST  SESSION,  53 

and  required  to  appoint   three  commissioners  for  executing  this  act,  Commi»- 
That  the  said  commissioners  or  the  major  part  of  them  shall  appoint  appoiSt^ 
such  and  so  many  persons  in  the  different  parts  of  this  State  to  be  such  fJPJ'^'V: 
superintendents   as  aforesaid  and  to .  appoint  such   and  so  many  per-  etc.        ' 
sons  to  receive  the  said  drafts  at  the  place  of  rendezvous  and  deliver 
them  over  to  the  continental  officers  appointed  to  receive  them,  as  by 
the  said  commissioners    or  the  major  part  of  them  shall  be  deemed 
proper.     That  the  said  commissioners  or  the  major  part  of  them  shall  Powers  of 
be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  take  such  ways  and  means  as  to  i^^ere^nd 
them  shall  appear  expedient  that  provision  be  made  for  the  said  drafts  auperia- 
on  their  march  to  the  place  of  rendezvous.     That  the  said  superintend-     °  ®"   * 
ents  and  each  and  every  of  them  shall  be  authorized  to  take  appre- 
hend and  confine  such  of  the  said  drafts  as  shall  desert  or  refuse  to 
march.     That  the  several  militia  officers  in  and  throughout  this  State  Miiitia  offi- 
shall  and  they  are  hereby  respectively  required  to  be  aiding  and  assist-  JS^^ifn^** 
ing  to  the  said  several  superintendents  with  such  of  the  militia  under  tendents. 
their  command    respectively  in   pursuing    apprehending    confining  or 
guarding  the  said  drafts  or  any  of  them,  when  and  as  often  as  the  said 
militia  officers  shall  be  severally  thereunto  required  by  the  said  super- 
intendents or  any  or  either  of  them.      That  if  any  of  the  commanding  Commis- 
officers  of  the  regiments  of  militia  shall  respectively  refuse  or  neglect  require^ 
to  make  drafts  from  their    respective  regiments  on  the  day  for  that  command- 
purpose  herein  before  specified,  that   the   said   commissioners  or  the  to^make^'* 
major  part  of  them  shall  in  such  case  require  such  commanding  offi-  draft, 
ccr  so  refusing  or  neglecting  forthwith  to  proceed  to  make  out  drafts 
on  such  day  as  by  the  said  commissioners  or  the  major  part  of  them 
shall  for  that  purpose  be  appointed. 

And  be   it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  said  Allowance 
commissioners  superintendents  and  the  person  to  be  appointed  to  re-  miSioners, 
ceive  such  drafts   at  the  place  of  rendezvous  shall  each   of  them  be  auperin- 
allowed  besides  their  expences  for  each  and  every  day  they  shall  be  |tS.^^°*** 
severally  actually  employed  in  the  business  hereby  committed  to  them 
the  sum  of  twenty  shillings  per  day. 

And  to  the  end  That  provision  may  be  made  for  the  payment  of  the  provision 
said  commissioners  superintendents  and  persons  to  be  appointed  to  re-  Jo^*^™.**** 
ceive  the  said  drafts  and  to  defray  the  expence  of  providing  for  such  ment  of 
drafts  on  their  march  and  for  the  payment  and  subsistence  of  such  of  |t^°*®** 
the  militia  as  may  be  called  out  for  the  purpose  of  apprehending  and 
guarding  such  of  the  said  drafts  as  shall  desert  or  refuse  to  march  as 
aforesaid  and  other  incidental  charges  that  shall  or  may  arise  in  and 
about  the  said  business  hereby  committed  to  the  said  commissioners. 

Be    it  further   enacted  by  the   authority   aforesaid    That    the   said  Commia- 
commissioners  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  roay^draw 
authorized  from  time  to  time  to  draw  from  the  treasury  of  this  State^  omreaa- 
(and  the  treasurer  of  this  State  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  state*for 
pay  the  same)  such  sum  and  sums  of  money  as  they  or  the  major  part  Jfoney*^ 
of  them  shall  deem  necessary  for  the  purpose,  so  as  the  monies  so  by 
them  to  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  shall  not  in  the  whole  exceed  the 
sum  of  two   thousand  fi\^   hundred   pounds.     And  the  said  commis- 
sioners  are    hereby    required   to  account  with  this  State   for  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  said  monies. 

And  be   it  further  enacted   by  the  authority  aforesaid   That   each  Penalty  for 
and  every  officer  of  the  militia  who  shall  omit  or  neglect  to  do  or  per-  ^^^^^ 
^orm  any  of  the  matters  or  duties  imposed  on  and  required  of  them  perform 
by  this  act  shall  be  subject  to  and  incur  such  penalties  and  punish-  ""^^* 
i&ents  as  shall  be  adjudged  against  him  by  a  court  martial  to  be  in- 
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stituted  and  appointed  by  warrant  from  the  person  administring  the 
government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  for  that  purpose,  and  to 
consist  of  officers  belonging  to  the  militia  of  this  State. 

And  whereas  certain  regiments  of  militia  have  already  furnished  men 
for  certain  services  during  the  course  of  the  present  year ; 
Governor        Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall 
draft^'di^  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  person  administring  the  government 
pensed       of  this  State  for  the  time  being  by  orders  to  the  several  colonels  or 
reiments    commanding  officers  of  the  regiments  to  dispense  with  this  act  with 
named.       respect  to  such  regiments  of  militia  as  have  at  any  time  since  the  first 
day  of  January  last  furnished,  or  have  been  or  shall  be  ordered  to  fur- 
nish men  for  any  service,  or  to  lessen  the  proportion  of  drafts  to  be 
furnished  by  the  said  regiments  respectively  for  the  said  battalions  in 
the   service   of  the   United  States   in  such   manner  as  he  shall  think 
proper,  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Persons  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  chan- 

from^raft.  cellor,  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  the  members  of  the  legislature, 
all  justices  of  the  peace,  who  previous  to  the  making  of  the  said  draft 
shall  have  qualified  on  oath  for  the  execution  of  their  office,  all  sherifs^ 
all  commissioned  officers  in  the  militia,  all  persons  who  have  at  any 
time  heretofore  borne  military  commissions,  under  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain,  or  under  the  United  States  of  America  or  under  any  provincial 
congress  or  convention  of  this  State,  all  ministers  of  the  gospel,  the 
people  called  Quakers,  all  persons  who  have  procured  or  shall  procure 
others  to  inlist  in  either  of  the  said  battalions  pursuant  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  convention  or  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  this   State  in 
such  case  made  and  provided,  the  attorney-general,  the  treasurer,  the 
auditor-general,  the  commissioner  of  military  stores,  and  commissary  of 
clothing  for  this  State,  the  secretary  of  the  State,  the  clerk  of  the  senate 
and  the  clerk  of  the  assembly  all  clerks  of  courts,  the  commissioners 
for  defeating  conspiracies  three  powder  makers  to  each  powder  mill 
five  men  to  each  furnace  and  two  men  to  each  fire  at  the  several  forges, 
to  be  elected  by  the  master  of  each  furnace  and  forge  three  persons  as 
journeymen  in  each  printing  office  to  be  elected  by  each  of  the  printers 
respectively  and  all  persons  above  fifty  years  of  age,  shall  be  and  hereby 
are  exempted  from  being  drafted  by  virtue  of  this  act  any  thing  herein 
contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Proviso  as      Provided  nevertheless  That  no  person  having  borne  a  military  com- 
hav?ng**°*  mission  under  the  King  of  Great-Britain  shall  by  reason  thereof   be 
borne  com-  exempted  from  the  draft  to  be  made  by  virtue  of  this  act  unless  such 
from  kinif.  person  shall  procure  a  certificate  under  the  hands  of  two  justices  of 
the  peace  of  the  county  that  such  person  is  well  affected  to  the  cause 
of  America,  and  hath  uniformly  behaved  and  conducted  as  such  during 
the  present  war. 
persons  to      "^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  however  That  the  said  persons  so  exempted  as  afore- 
contribute  Said  may  be  compelled  to  contribute  towards  the  expence  of  the  draft 
pense  of  ^"  ^^  ^^  made,  in  pursuance  of  this  act  and  that  a  bounty  may  hereby  be 
drafu.        raised  for  such  persons  as  shall  enter  into  the  said  service. 
List  of  ex-      And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  captains 
be  made     o^  commanding  officers  of  the  several  companies  at  the  time  of  making 
by  captains  jjsts  of  their  respective  companies  as  aforesaid  shall  also  cause  lists  to 
ments  by    be  made  of  the  several  persons  so  exempted  as  aforesaid  (ministers  of 
the  Gospel  and  persons  who  have  procured  or  shall  procure  others  to 
enlist  as  aforesaid  excepted)  resident  within  their  respective  beats,  and 
cause  such  lists  to  be  delivered  to  the  assessors  of  the  ward  town,  manor 
district  or  precinct  who  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  forthwith 
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to  assess  the  said  several  persons  at  such  sums  as  the  said  assessors  shall 
deem  a  proper  compensation  for  the  personal  service  of  each  respective 
person,  having  due  regard  not  only  to  the  estate  and  ability  of  the  said 
several  persons,  but  also  to  the  services  which  they  have  respectively 
rendered  to  their  country,  during  the  present  war. 

Provided  nevertheless  That   every   person    hereby   exempted   being  Exempt 
capable  of  bearing  arms,  and  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  fifty  Sf^fl  of 
years  and  who  shall  prefer  standing  his  draft  to  paying  the  sum  so  to  bearing 
be  assessed  against  him,  it  shall  be  at  his  option  so  to  do,  and  if  the  SfiStto*'^ 
company  previous  thereto  shall  have  been  divided  into  classes,  such  §JJ°^ 
exempt  so  choosing  to  stand  his  draft  shall  be  added  to  such  class  in 
the  company  as  the  captain  or  commanding  officer  thereof  shall  think 
proper.      And  provided  farther  That  no  person  shall  be  assessed  at 
more  than  twenty  dollars. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That   the   as-  - 


sessors  as  soon  as  they  shall   have  compleated  the   assessments   shall  JJ^Se  *r2* 
return  a  list  of  the  same  to  the  captain  of  each  company,  who  shall  turned  to, 
immediately  cause  the  sums  assessed  to  be  collected  by  one  or  more  of  tion  to  be 
the  sergeants  of  the  company,  and  in  case  any  person  or  persons  shall  S,^alM. . 
refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  the  sum  or  sums  at  which  they  shall  be  so 
assessed  to  cause  the  same  to  be  collected  from  the  several  persons  who 
shall  so  refuse  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the 
said  persons  so  refusing,  by  warrant  to  one  of  the  Serjeants  of  the  said 
company ;  and  the  said  monies,  when  so  collected  shall  be  paid  into  the 
hands  of  the  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  to  be  by 
him  divided  and  distributed  to  and  among  the  several  volunteers  and 
drafts  furnished  by  the  regiment  in  equal  shares  and  proportions  as 
near  as  may  be. 


CHAP.  29. 

AN  ACT  for  regulating  impresses  of  forage  and  carriages  and 
for  billeting  troops  within  this  State. 

Passed  2d  of  April,  1778. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York  represented  in  Impress 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  m^^of  * 
That  from  and  after  the  publication  of  this  act  no  impresses  of  forage  forage, 
(under  which    term   is   comprehended   hay,    straw,    barley,    rye,   oats 
mdian  corn  and  buckwheat)  shall  be  made  in  this  State  by  the  com- 
missary or  deputy  commissary  of  Forage,  or  by  any  forage  master  of 
the  United  States ;  but  whenever  a  sufficient  quantity  of  forage  can-  Proceed- 
notbe  purchased  therein  or  procured  from  the  neighbouring  States  by  imgincaae 
the  commissary  or   deputy  commissary  of    forage,   or   by  the  forage  forage^Sin- 
masters  for  the  use  of  the  army  in  this  State,  that  then  on  due  proof  Jhi^^"*^' 
thereof  on  oath,   and   application  made  to  any  justice   of   the  peace 
resident   in    the  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct  in  which  such  im- 
press is  required,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  justice,  and  he 
is  hereby  required  immediately  thereupon,  by  warrant  or  warrants  un- 
der his  hand,  to  appoint  such  and  so  many  discreet  and  prudent  inhabit- 
ants of  this  State,  actually  resident  in  the  said  town,  manor,  district 
or  precinct,  and  thereby  to  authorize  and  direct  him  or  them  to  distrain 
and  take  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town,  manor,  district  or  pre- 
cinct the  quantity  of  forage  to  be  specified  in  the  said  warrant.     Pro^ 
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vided  there  shall  be  so  much  forage  therein  over  and  above  what  shall 
on  inquiry  by  such  person  or  persons  be  found  in  his  or*  their  opin- 
ion necessary  for  the  subsistence  of  the  respective  families  and  stock 
bona  fide  kept  by  each  inhabitant  in  such  town,  manor,  district  or 
precinct,  and  to  deliver  to  the  commissary  or  deputy  commissary  of 
forage  or  to  the  forage-master  a  certificate  in  writing  of  the  quantity  of 
forage  specifying  each  article  thereof  which  shall  be  by  the  said  person 
or  persons  so  taken  and  distrained  and  the  name  of  the  inhabitants  re- 
spectively from  whom  taken,  together  with  the  current  price  thereof. 
But  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  commissary  or  deputy  commissary  of 
forage  or  forage  master  to  remove  the  forage  so  taken  from  any  inhabi- 
tant, until  such  time  as  a  copy  of  the  said  certificate  shall  be  by  him  or 
them  delivered  to  the  said  inhabitant  or  his  wife  or  one  of  his  children 
at  years  of  discretion;  and  to  the  end  That  the  said  impresses  may  be 
made  with  greater  justice  and  impartiality. 

//  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  forthwith  on  the 
receipt  and  before  the  execution  of  the  said  warrant  or  warrants  by  the 
persons  to  be  named  therein  the  said  person  or  persons  respectively 
shall  appear  before  the  said  justice  of  the  peace  by  whom  such  warrant 
was  granted,  and  holding  the  same  in  his  hand  shall  take  an  oath  or  if 
of  the  people  called  Quakers  an  afiirmation,  that  he  will  to  the  best  of 
his  ability  skill  and  judgment,  honestly,  diligently,  impartially,  without 
fear,  favour,  revenge  or  hope  of  reward,  execute  the  trust  and  duty  re- 
posed in  and  enjoined  on  him  by  the  said  warrant,  and  the  said  justice 
shall  thereupon  indorse  on  the  said  warrant,  a  certificate  under  his  hand 
of  the  said  person  or  persons  having  taken  the  said  oath  or  affirmation, 
and  the  time  and  place  when  and  where  the  same  was  so  taken. 

And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  autJwrity  aforesaid^  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  person  or  persons  in  the  said  warrants  to  be  named 
as  aforesaid,  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  demand  of  and  administer, 
to  each  inhabitant  of  the  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct  named  in 
the  said  warrant,  an  oath,  or  if  of  the  people  called  Quakers  an  affirma- 
tion, '*  truly  and  honestly  to  declare  the  number  of  the  cattle,  horses, 
sheep  and  swine  by  him  her  or  them  kept,  and  the  number  of  per- 
sons of  which  his  her  or  their  family  may  consist,  and  to  declare,  dis- 
cover and  shew  to  the  said  person  or  persons,  all  the  hay,  oats,  rye, 
barley,  Indian  corn,  buck-wheat  and  straw  which  he  or  she  may  then 
have."  And  further  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  per- 
son or  persons  at  his  or  their  discretion  to  examine  witnesses  by  him 
or  them  to  be  summoned,  sworn  or  affirmed,  to  declare  the  truth,  the 
whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  respecting  the  premises. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afgresaid^  That  whenever  and 
as  often  as  the  person  or  persons  to  be  named  in  the  warrants  aforesaid 
shall  distrain  forage  from  any  inhabitant,  it  shall  be  his  or  their  duty 
to  give  to  the  said  inhabitant,  or  leave  with  his  wife  or  one  of  his  children 
at  years  of  discretion,  a  certificate  under  his  or  their  hand  or  hands 
of  the  Quantity  and  species  of  forage  so  distrained  and  the  current  price 
thereof ;  to  the  end  that  the  said  inhabitant  by  comparing  the  said 
certificate  with  the  copy  thereof  to  be  received  from  the  commissary 
of  forage,  or  his  deputy,  or  the  forage  master,  may  be  the  better  en- 
abled to  detect  any  mistakes  or  frauds  which  may  happen  respecting 
the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  the  said 
person  or  persons  to  whom  such  warrants  shall  be  directed,  shall  not 
within  thirty  hours  after  receiving  the  same,  severally  take  the  oath  or 
affirmation  by  this  act  prescribed,  or  shall  proceed  to  execute  the  said 
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warrant,  without  having  previously  taken  the  same,  he  or  they  so  of- 
fending, shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  pounds  to  be  adjudged  by  the 
said  justice  who  shall  grant   such   warrant,  and   to  be  levied  of  the 
goods  and  chattels  of    the  offender  by  warrant  to  any  constable  of 
the  town,  manor,  precinct  or  district,  and  when  recovered  to  be  for  the 
use  of  the  poor  of  the  said  town,  manor,  precinct  or  district;  and  further  rbid,  for 
That  if  any  or  either  of  the  said  persons  to  be  named  in  the  said  war-  ^^^f^ 
rant  or  warrants  shall  corruptly  and  wickedly  execute  the  same,  he  or  same, 
they  so  offending,  shall  on  being  convicted  thereof,  suffer  all  the  pains 
and  penalties,  inflicted  in  cases  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^   That   if   any  Amount 
inhabitant  of  the  manor,  town,  district   or   precinct,   in   which   such  tratned^n 
warrant  or  warrants  shall  issue,  shall  on  being  required  by  the  person  j"f?,^'  "J®", 
or  persons  named  therein,  refuse  to  declare  on  oath,  or  if  of  the  people  habitant'*" 
called  Quakers  to  affirm  the  quantity  of  forage  they  respectively  pos-  i^otmt'* 
sess  or  the  number  of  persons  their  respective  families  do  consist  of,  on  oath, 
or  the  number  of  stock  they  severally  keep,  in  the  manner  before  pre- 
scribed in  this  act  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  person  or  persons  to 
take  and  distrain  from  such  inhabitant,  one  half  part  of  all  the  forage 
belonging  to  the  said  inhabitant  so  refusing,  which  can  be  found. 

And  further  That  if ,  any  of  the  said  inhabitants  shall  refuse  to  de-  ino^JJ  of 
liver  to  the  said  commissary   of  forage,   or  his  deputy  or  a  forage  deliver**^ 
master,  the  forage  so  distrained  from  such  inhabitant,  the  said  com-  J|™op™JL 
missary  of  forage  or  his  deputies  or  a  forage-master,  are  hereby  au-  taken, 
thorized  and  empowered  forcibly  to  take  such  forage  from  the  said 
inhabitant  so  refusing. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  person  Persons  re- 
or  persons  shall  refuse  to  appear  and  give  evidence  on  oath  or  affirma-  i^J^fr**^ 
tion  as  directed  by  this  act,  when  summoned  thereto  by  the  person  or  ano^tify 
persons  named  in  the  warrants  aforesaid,  he  she  or  they  so  offending  prisoned™' 
shall  by  warrant  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  said  person  or  persons, 
and  directed  to  the  sherif  or  any  one  or  more  of  the  constables  in  the 
county,  who  are  hereby  required  to  execute  the  same  be  committed  to 
the  common  gaol  of  the '  said  county  for  the  space  of  thirty  days  and 
no  longer;  and  the  keeper  of  said  gaol  is  hereby  commanded  to  receive 
and  detain  him  her  or  them  accordingly. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  after  the  Penalty  for 
passing  of  this  act,  any  commissary  of  forage  or  his  deputy,  or  deputies,  55^o^c^'^ 
or  any  forage-master,  or  any  other  officer,  soldier  or  person  belonging  py»  c^- 
to  the  army,  shall  presume  to  take  by  force  from  any  inhabitant  of  this  tSa^t, 
State,  without  his  or  her  consent,  any  forage  of  any  species  or  kind 
whatsoever,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  such 
person  or  persons  so  offending  shall  for  every  such  offence  pay  treble 
damages  and  treble  costs  of  suit  to  the  party  injured  to  be  recovered 
in  an  action  of  trespass  and  in  which  the  defendant  shall  be  held  to  bail 
in  any  court  of  record  within  this  State.     And  it  is  expressly  made  the 
duty  of  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the 
time  being,  on  due  proof  made  to  him  of  such  unlawful  taking  of  for- 
age, by  a  person  or  persons  belonging  to  the  amy,  and  that  process 
hath  been  issued  against  such  person  or  persons,  and  that  the  sheriff 
to  whom  the  said  process  was  directed  hath  been  deterred  from  ex- 
ecuting the  same   by  unlawful  resistance  thereto,  to  demand  of  the 
general  commanding  the  said  army  for  the  time  being,  that  the  said 
person  or  persons  be  delivered  to  the  said  sherif;  and  on  neglect  or 
refusal  to  deliver  him  or  them,  to  complain  thereof  to  the  commander  in 
chief,  or  to  the  congress  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
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If  verdict       And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^   That  if  on  the 
agSnst       tryal  of  the  said  action  of  trespass,  a  verdict  shall  pass  and  judgment 
bafuhau*  t^^^eupon  be  given  against  the  defendant  or  defendants  in  the  said  ac- 
be  re-         tion,  it  shall  be,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  the  duty  of  the  court 
good  be^'^  in  which  such  tryal  shall  be  had,  or  judgment  given,  forthwith  to  cause 
havior.       the  said  defendant  or  defendants  to  be  severally  bound  each  of  them 
with  one  sufficient  surety  resident  and  a  freeholder  in  this  State,  in  the 
sum  of  three  hundred  pounds,  to  keep  the  peace  and  be  of  good  be- 
haviour for  the  space  of  one  year  then  next  ensuing;  and  in  defect  of 
such  surety  to  commit  him  or  them  to  the  common  gaol  of  the  county 
in  which  such  tryal  shall  be  had,  'for  the  space  of  three  months,  without 
bail  or  mainprize. 
In  case  of       Provided  always  nevertheless^   That  in  cases  of  an  incursion  of  the 
coinraanX  enemy,  whereby  a  sudden  movement  of  the  American  army  or  armies 
inff  officer  within  this  State  may  be  necessary,  and  the  urgency  of  the  occasion 
prSs  °^"     shall  not  admit  of  the  delays  incident  to  the  due  execution  of  this  act^ 
necessary    \x  shall    and  may  be  lawful  for  the  general  or  commander  of  such 
Bupp  y.       2ixmY  or  armies  respectively,  by  warrant  under  his  or  their  hand  re- 
spectively, at  their  discretion,  to  impress  a  necessary  supply  of  forage 
pro  hac  vice  within  this  State  any  thing  in  this  act  to  the  contrary 
thereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 
Cora  pen-        And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  several 
pereons^    persons  named  in   the  warrants   aforesaid,  shall  for  so  long  time  as 
executing  they  shall  be  employed  in  the  execution  thereof,  be  allowed  the  like 
wages  as  are  allowed  to  the  forage-masters,  and  the  same  shall  be  paid 
by  the  commissary  of  forage  or  forage-master,  or  other  person  applying 
for  such  warrant.     And  further  That  no  second  impress  of  forage  shall 
be  made  in  any  town,  manor,  precinct  or  district,  until  the  said  wages 
due  to  the  said  person  or  persons  shall  have  been  first  paid.     And  the 
justices  of  the  peace  shall  not  severally  grant  warrants  for  such  second 
impress,  until  it  shall  appear  to  them  that  the  said  wages  due  to  the 
persons  by  them  respectively  appointed  have  been  duly  paid. 
Impress  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  no  impress 

S)  bemlie  ^^  teams,  horses  or  carriages,  or  drivers  for  the  same,  shall  be  here  after 
by  war-  made  within  this  State,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  without  warrant  from 
'**°^  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  that  purpose  first  had  and  obtained. 

Impress,  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  whenever 
how  made.  ^^  public  service  shall  require  a  greater  number  of  teams,  horses  and 
carriages,  with  drivers  for  the  same,  than  can  be  supplied  by  the  quarter 
master  of  any  part  of  the  army  within  this  State,  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  any  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace,  (on  proof  thereof,  and 
application  as  aforesaid)  resident  in  the  city,  town,  manor,  district  or 
precinct,  in  which  such  impress  is  required,  to  grant  his  warrant  under 
his  hand  and  seal,  directed  to  any  of  the  constables  within  the  said  city, 
manor,  town,  district  or  precinct,  for  the  impressing  of  such  number  of 
teams,  horses  and  carriages  with  drivers  for  the  same,  as  the  public  ser- 
vice shall  then  in  the  judgment  of  the  said  justice  actually  necessarily 
require,  to  be  furnished  by  the  said  city,  town,  manor,  district  or  pre- 
cinct,  in  addition  to  the  teams  horses  and  carriages  then  supplied  by  the 
said  quarter  master;  and  which  said  warrant  shall  contain  the  names  of 
the  several  persons  who  in  the  judgment  of  the  said  justice,  (having  due 
respect  to  the  estate  and  ability  of  each  respective  person,  and  the 
number  of  days  and  times  their  respective  teams,  horses  or  carriages 
shall  previous  thereto  have  been  impressed,  or  have  been  in  the  service) 
ought  to  furnish  teams  horses  or  carriages  with  drivers,  and  the  number 
of  teams,  horses  carriages  or  drivers,  to  be  furnished  by  each  respective 
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person,  and  the  number  of  days  for  which  the  same  shall  be  retained 
in  service,  or  the  distance  to  which  each  respective  team,  horse  or  carri- 
age shall  be  compelled  to  go.  And  the  said  constable  shall  be  allowed 
the  sum  of  two  shillings  for  each  team  he  shall  procure  in  consequence 
of  such  warrant,  for  his  fees  and  services,  to  be  paid  by  the  officer  or 
other  person  requiring  such  impress  to  be  made. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  on  perform-  Payment 
ance  of  the  service  or  services  so  to  be  performed  by  the  said  impressed  ^^e. 
teams,  horses,  carriages  and  drivers,  the  quarter  master  or  other  officer 
attending  and  requiring  the  said  service,  shall  either  immediately  pay 
to  the  owners  or  drivers  of  the  teams  horses  and  carriages  so  impressed, 
according  to  the  common  usual  and  then  acustomed  rate  and  fare 
allowed  for  the  like  services,  or  otherwise  satisfy  the  said  owners  or  dri- 
vers for  such  services,  so  performed. 

And   be    it  further  enacted   by  the  authority  aforesaid,    That    any  Penalty  in 
constable  receiving  such  warrant  or  warrants  to  impress  teams  horses  ^Siere- 
or  carriages   with   drivers,   who  shall  omit,  neglect   or  refuse,  imme-  fuses  to 
diately  to  execute  the  said   warrant  or   warrants,  he   shall  for  every  ^^rrant. 
offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  pounds,  to  be  adjudged  by  the  said  jus- 
tice by  whom  such  warrant  was  granted,  and  to  be  levied  by  distress 
and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  offender,  by  warrant  under 
the  hand   and   seal   of  the  said  justice,   to  be  issued   to   any   other 
constable  of  the  said  city,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct;  and  for 
want  of  such  goods  or  chattels  then  to  take  the  body  of  the  said  of- 
fender and   him  to  commit  to  the  common  gaol  of  the  county  for  a 
space  not   exceeding   twenty    days ;  and    in  case  any  of   the  teams,  ibid,  in 
horses,  carriages  or  drivers  shall  not  appear   or   be   brought  by   the  ftonts^r^^ 
several  inhabitants  who  by  the  said  warrant  were  required  to  furnish  fuse  to 
the  same,   at  the  time  and  place  of  rendezvous  in  the  said  warrant  t^mrat 
for  impressing  specified,  the  owners  of   such  teams   horses  or   carri-  "^^l^ 
ages,  shall  respectively  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  pounds,  to  be  adjudged  vouft. 
and  levied  as  aforesaid;  and  for  want  of  wherewithon  to  levy  the  same, 
then  to  be  committed  as  aforesaid  for  a  space  not  exceeding  twenty 
days  and  shall  notwithstanding  be  liable  to  have  the  horse   team  or 
carriage  so  withheld,  to  be  forcibly  taken  and  used  in  the  service  for 
which  they  were  impressed,  and  every  driver,  and  each  abettor,  solic- 
itor and  seducer  to  such  neglect,  or  delay,  shall  each  and  every  of 
them,  for  each  and  every  such  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  pounds 
to  be  raised  and  levied  as  aforesaid;  and  for  want  of  wherewithon  to 
levy  the  same,  then  they  and  each  of  them  to  be  committed  as  afore- 
said, for  a  space  not  exceeding  twenty  days,  which  several  fines,  shall 
on  recovery,  be  paid  to  the  county  treasurer  where  the  same  shall  arise. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in  case  of  in  case  of 
any  special  and  extraordinary  movement  or  emergency,  it  shall  and  may  cSmmanS- 
be  lawful  for  the  person  administering  the  government  of  this  State  for  inflr  officer 
the  time  being,  or  any  general  in  actual  service  in  this  State,  without  the  JJSL* ™" 
aid  of  a  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace,  to  issue  their  warrants,  to  make  teams, 
a  general  impress  of  all  such  teams,  carriages,  horses  and  drivers,  as 
they  may  think  necessary,  duly  providing  for  the  payment  for  such  ser- 
vices; any  thing  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  whenever,  cases  in 
and  as  often  as  it  shall  be^  necessary  that  quarters  should  be  provided  ^mg^  ^^^ 
within  this  State  for  any  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  of  quarters 
America  or  of  this  State  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  any  one  may  be  ^' 
justice  of  the  peace  resident  within  the  city,  town,  manor,  district  or  granted, 
precinct,  where  such   quarters  shall  be  required  by  the  commanding 
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officer  of  the  corps  or  party  of  troops  for  whom  such  quarters  shall  be 
required,  if  it  shall  appear  necessary  to  the  said  justice  that  such  quar- 
ters should  be  provided,  to  grant  billets  for  the  said  troops,  whereby  to 
billet  the  same  on  the  several  inhabitants  of  the  said  city,  town,  manor, 
district  or  precinct,  in  such  proportion  as  to  the  said  justice  shall  appear 
just  and  proper  having  due  regard  to  the  respective  estate  and  ability 
What         of  the  said  inhabitants.     That  each  billet  shall  contain  the  name  of  each 
contain!     inhabitant,  on  whom  such  troops  shall  be  quartered  and  the  number  of 
men  to  be  quartered  on  such  inhabitant,  and  the  number  of  days  they 
shall  be  so  quartered,  and  the  said  justice  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized   to  alter  and  change   the  quarters  and  billets  of  the  said 
troops  from  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  city,  town,  manor,  dis- 
trict or  precinct,  to  others  thereof,  by  new  billets  to  be  made  out  for  that 
purpose,  from  time  to  time,  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  deem  just  and 
equitable. 
When  Ju»-      And  be  it  further  enacted  fy  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  there  should 
neighbor-   be  any  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  in  which  there  shall  be  no 
*?fi~«*  justice  of  the  peace  resident,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  a 

may  grant  ■!.  ^.-^  .,'.  ..,'.  ,.. 

biUet.  justice  of  the  peace  resident  m  any  neighbounng  town,  manor,  district 
or  precinct,  to  grant  such  warrants  of  impress  and  billets  as  aforesaid, 
in  the  said  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  in  which  there  shall  be  no 
justice  of  the  peace  resident  as  fully  and  amply  as  if  he  had  been  ac- 
tually resident  therein. 


CHAP.  80. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  An  Act  to  remove  doubts 
concerning  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Albany. 

Passed  the  2d  of  April.  1778. 

Word   ^         Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New-York,  represented  in 
to*be  the  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 

^**nine^'  ^^  ^^^^  That  the  word  £ight  in  the  said  law  shall  be  deemed  and 
esteemed,  as  the  word  Nine  and  the  said  law  shall  to  all  intents  con- 
structions and  purposes  whatsoever  operate  as  tho'  the  word  Nine  instead 
of  the  word  Eight  had  been  contained  therein  at  the  time  of  passing 
thereof  any  thing  in  the  said  law  contained  to  the  contrary  hereof  in  any 
wise  notwithstanding. 


CHAP.  81. 

AN  ACT  for  encreasing  the  number  of  commissioners  for   de- 
tecting and  defeating  conspiracies  within  this  State. 

Passed  the  3d  of  April,  177S. 

Preamble.  .  WHEREAS  by  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  appointing  commissioners  for 
detecting  and  defeating  conspiracies  and  declaring  their  powers "  made 
and  passed  by  the  legislature  of  this  State,  the  fifth  day  of  February 
last  past;  it  is  enacted,  that  the  governor  lieutenant-governor  or 
president  of  the  senate  who  for  the  time  being  shall  administer  the 
government  of  this   State  be    and  he  is  thereby  authorized  and  im- 
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powered  from  time  to  time  to  appoint  by  commission  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council  of  appointment  so  many  per- 
sons, not  exceeding  ten  as  he  shall  think  proper  to  be  commissioners 
for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned;  And  further  That  the  said  com- 
missioners or  any  three  of  them  shall  be  and  thereby  are  impowered 
and  authorized  to  do  and  perform  the  several  acts,  matters  and  things 
therein  after  mentioned:  For  increasing  the  number  of  the  said  com- 
missioners. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York  repre-  Governor 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  JJSn  *not 
the  same  That  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  ?*°®®***^. 
for  the  time  being  be  and  he  is  hereby  farther  authorized  and  im-  dTttoma 
powered  from  time  to  time  to  appoint  in  the  manner  in  and  by  the  SJJSSlT 
said  act  mentioned  any  farther  or  greater  number  of  commissioners 
not  exceeding  twenty  to  be  commissioners  with  the  like  trust,  powers 
and  authorities,  and    under   the  same  restrictions  qualifications,  pro- 
visoes pay  and  continuance  as  are  mentioned  in  the  said  in  part  recited 
act 

And  be  it  farther  encuted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  said  Powers  of 
commissioners  or  any  three  of  them  shall  be   and   they    are  hereby  SuSSs. 
authorized  and  impowered  to  do  and  perform  the  several  acts,  matters 
and  things  mentioned  in  the  said  in  part  recited  act  any  thing  in  the 
said  act  contained  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

Provided  always  That  as  many  quorums  of  three   of  the  said  com-  Quorums 
missioners,  as  the  whole  number  of  thirty  will  admit  of  shall  and  may  ^^  ^i^®®* 
exercise  the  powers  and  authorities  so  reposed  in  them  as  aforesaid 
at  one  and  the  same  time  any  thing  in  this  or  the  above  recited  law 
to  the  contrary  hereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 


CHAP.  32. 

AN  ACT  to  permit  the  raising  a  sum  not  exceeding  two 
thousand  pounds  by  way  of  lottery  towards  re-building  the 
court-house  and  gaols  in  the  county  of  Ulster. 

Passed  3d  of  April,  1778. 

Whereas  the  court-house  and  gaols  in  the  county  of  Ulster  were 
destroyed  by  the  enemy  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  October  last;  to  the 
end  therefore  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  may  be  assisted 
with  monies  towards  re-building  the  same. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York  represented  in  offloere 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  m*™  raise 
That  the  judges  of  the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  and  the  super-  mooeyby 
visors  of  the  county  of  Ulster  may  by  way  of  lottery  raise  a  sum  not  I.ebuii&^ 
exceeding   two   thousand   pounds  to    be   applied  towards  re-building  court- 
the  court-house  and  gaols  of  the  said  county  any  law  of  this  State,  to  gSa£!*° 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
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CHAP.  33. 

AN  ACT  for  regulating  the  militia  of  the  State  of  New- York 

Passed  ihe  3d  of  April,  1778. 

Preamble.  WHEREAS  the  wisdom  and  experience  of  ages  point  out  a  well  regu- 
lated militia  as  the  only  secure  means  for  defending  a  State  against 
external  invasions  and  internal  commotions  and  insurrections ; 

And  whereas  this  and  the  other  United  States  of  America  are  now  in- 
vaded by  foreign  enemies  and  the  safety  of  this  State  may  be  indan- 
gered  by  intestine  commotions  and  insurrections  ; 

And  whereas  it  is  therefore  become  the  duty  of  the  legislature  of  the 
State  to  put  the  militia  thereof  on  such  an  establishment  as  will  most 
effectually  encourage  a  martial  spirit,  among  the  people ;  provide  for 
the  internal  and  external  security  of  the  State  and  enable  it  most  vig- 
orously to  co-operate  with  the  other  United  States  in  a  cause  no  less 
noble  and  exalted  than  the  defence  of  the  common  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  America  against  hostile  tyranny  and  oppression  ; 
Persons  to      Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York  repre^ 
i>eenroUed.  j^;^/^^  {fi  Senate  and  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That  every  able  bodied  male  person  Indians  and  slaves  ex- 
cepted  residing  within  this  State   from  sixteen  years   of   age  to  fifty 
(except  such  persons  as  are  herein  after  excepted)  shall  immediately 
after  the  passing  of  this  act  tender  himself  to  be  enrolled  as  of  the 
militia  to  the  captain  or  in  his  absence  the  next  commanding  officer 
of   the  beat  wherein  he  shall  reside  who  shall  inrol  him  accordingly 
and  in  case  of  delay,  or  neglect  to  make  such  tender  as  aforesaid  the 
said  captain  or  commanding  officer  shall  cause  such  person  to  be  en- 
Enrollment  rolled  and  to  be  duly  warned  thereof.     In  order  that  the  militia  may 
to  be  made  receive  augmentation  from  the  annual  increase  of  the  number  of  the 
tliDM?'       inhabitants   of   this   State  that   every   captain   or   other   commanding 
officer  of   a  company  shall  from  time  to  time  enter  on  the  said  roll 
every  male  person  able  bodied  and  free  (except  as  herein  before  and 
after  excepted)  who  shall  from  time  to   time  arrive  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen years  or  come  to  reside  or  sojourn  within  his  beat  and  without 
delay  notify  such  inroUment  to  each  person  so  inrolled  respectively, 
by  some  inferior  officer  of  the  company  who  on  oath  shall  be  a  com- 
Disputes.    petent  witness  to  prove  such  notice.     That  if  any  dispute  should  arise 
deSi^^  ^  ^^*^  respect  to  the  age  or  ability  to  bear  arms  of  any  person  it  shall 
mined.       be  determined  by  the  captain  or  commanding  officer  of  the  company, 
with  right  of  appeal  to  any  person  who  may  conceive  himself  aggrieved, 
to   the   colonel   or   commanding   officer   of    the   regiment   whose   de- 
Kquip-       termination  in  the  case  shall  be  final.     That  every  person  so  inrolled 
ments.       ^^^^  notified   shall  within  twenty  days   thereafter  respectively   furnish 
and  provide  himself  at  his  own  expence  with  a  good  musket  or  fire« 
lock  fit  for  service  a  sufficient  bayonet  with  a  good  belt,  a  pouch  or 
cartouch  box  containing  not  less  than  sixteen  cartridges  suited  to  the 
bore  of  the   musket   or  firelock  each  cartridge  containing   a  proper 
quantity  of  powder   and   ball  or  in   lieu  of   such  pouch  or  cartouch 
box  and  cartriges  with  a    quantity  of   powder  and  ball    respectively 
disposed  of  in  a  powder  horn  and  shot  bag  and  wadding  equivalent 
to   such   cartriges,  and  two   spare  flints   a  blanket   and  a   knapsack 
and  shall  appear,  so  armed  accoutred  and  provided  when  called  out  to 
exercise  or  duty  as  herein  after  directed  except  that  when  called  out 
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to  exercise  only  he  may  appear  without  blanket  or  knapsack.  And 
if  any  such  person  shall  appear  to  the  captain  or  commanding  officer 
to  be  too  poor  to  arm  accoutre  and  provide  himself  in  manner  afore- 
said he  shall  be  supplied  for  the  purpose  out  of  the  monies  to  arise 
from  the  fines  from  time  to  time  to  accrue  in  the  regiment  to  which 
he  shall  belong ;  and  in  case  of  deficiency  thereof  out  of  the  public 
magazines  of  stores  of  this  State  by  order  of  the  person  administring 
the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being. 

That  there  shall  be  one  brigadier  general  for  the  county  of  Tryon^  Brigadier 
one  for  the  county  of  Albany^  one  for  the  bounties  of  Gloucester  fi^^^^^^- 
and  Cumberland^  one  for  the  county  of  Charlotte  one  for  the  county 
of  Dutchess,  one  for  the  county  of  Ulster ^  one  for  the  county  of  Orange, 
one  for  the  county  of  Westchester,  one  for  the  city  and  county  of  JVew- 
York,  one  for  the  counties  of  Queens,  Kings  and  Richmond,  and  one 
for  the  county  of  Suffolk  each  of  whom  shall  respectively  have  rank 
authority  and  command  in  the  militia  of  this  State  like  as  a  brigadier 
general  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  of  America,  But  his  com- 
mand unless  in  the  field  shall  not  extend  beyond  his  proper  brigade. 

Provided  nevertheless  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  person  adminis-  Colonels 
tering  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  by  and  with  ^*intSi*^ 
the  consent    and   advice  of   the   council  of   appointment   to   appoint  command- 
colonels  commandant  instead  of  brigadiers  general  in  such  of  the  said  br&dee. 
brigades,  as  the  said  person  administring  the  government  and  coun- 
cil of  appointment  shall  deem  necessary  and   expedient.     And  that 
the  said  colonels  commandant  shall  have  the  like  command  in  their 
respective  brigades   with    brigadiers   general   and   when   in   the  field 
shall    take   rank  of  all   colonels  or  other  officers  commanding   regi- 
ments and  if  any  person  so  to  be  appointed   a  colonel  commandant 
should  be  a  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  militia  he  shall  still  continue  in 
the  command  of  the  said  regiment. 

That  the  present  division  of  the  State   into   regiments   and   com-  Division  of 
panies  shall  be   and  remain,  with  power   nevertheless   to  the  person  ^[^ente, 
administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  by  gen-  etc. 
eral  orders  to  be  issued  for  that  purpose  to  abridge  or  enlarge  the 
limits  of  the  present  regiments  or  companies,  or  to  form  new  regi- 
ments or  companies  as  he  from  time  to  time  shall  think  most  con- 
ducive to  the  public  service.     Copies   of  such  general  orders  to  be 
filed  in   the  clerks  office  of  the  county  where  the  regiment  or  com- 
pany shall  be. 

That  each  brigadier  general  shall  have  one  brigade  major  of   his  Brigade 
own  choice,  each  of  whom  shall  rank  as  major  in  the  militia.  major 

That  each  regiment  shall  have  and  be  commanded  by  one  colonel,  Rejrimen- 
one  lieutenant-colonel,  and  one  major  unless  in  cases  where  it  shall  ^\^paQy 
be  thought  necessary  to  appoint  two  majors  with  the  rank  authority  officers, 
and  command  to  them  respectively  belonging  as  field  officers.     That 
each  company  shall  be  officered  by  one  captain,  one  first  lieutenant, 
one  second  lieutenant  and  one  ensign  as  commissioned  officers  and 
by   four  Serjeants   four   corporals  one   drummer   and   one   fifer,  and 
the   staff  of   each   regiment   shall  be   one   adjutant   and  one  quarter 
master  who  shall  respectively  rank  as  first  lieutenants.     And  the  ser- 
geants, corporals,  drummers  and  fifers  shall  be  appointed  by  the  cap- 
tains or   other  commanding  officers  of   the  several   companies;    and 
if  any  person  so  to  be  appointed  a  sergeant  or  corporal  shall  refuse 
to  accept  the  said  office  he  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  pounds  to  be 
adjudged  levied  and  disposed  of  in  manner  as  is  herein  directed,  in 
cases  of  persons  neglecting  squad  duty. 
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That  each  regiment  shall  be  provided  with  a  standard  or  colours 
at  the  expence  of  the  field  officers,  and  each  company  with  a  drum 
and  a  fife,  at  the  expence  of  the  commissioned  officers  thereof. 

And  whereas  it  is  or  may  be  necessary  that  some  troops  of  horse 
and  companies  of  grenadiers  be  kept  up  within  this  State,  that 
therefore  in  each  county  there  may  be  troopers  not  exceeding  fifty 
officers  included  to  be  formed  into  one  or  two  troops  each  having 
one  captain  one  first  and  one  second  lieutenant,  and  one  cornet,  two 
Serjeants  and  two  corporals  to  be  composed  of  volunteers  from  the 
foot  militia  of  this  State,  or  others  already  in  the  horse  service,  and 
also  a  company  of  grenadiers  in  each  regiment  of  foot  which  may 
conveniently  furnish  the  same.  That  the  said  troops  of  horse  and 
companies  of  granadiers  shall  respectively  be  formed  and  composed 
of  volunteers  in  the  respective  beats  and  regiments  respectively  in- 
habiting at  such  convenient  distances  from  each  other  that  they  may 
with  ease  and  dispatch  be  called  out  for  training  and  discipline, 
or  for  service.  Frovidedj  That  no  grenadier  company  shall  be  estab- 
lished in  any  regiment,  except  with  the  consent  of  all  the  field  officers 
nor  exceed  sixty  men  officers  included. 

That  on  every  such  inlistment  of  a  volunteer  the  captain  of  such 
troop  of  horse  or  of  such  company  of  Grenadiers  do  immediately 
certify  to  the  captain  of  the  beat  from  which  such  volunteer  shall 
inlist,  the  inlistment  of  the  said  voluntier  into  the  troop  of  horse 
or  company  of  grenadiers. 

That  each  trooper  shall  be  equipt  furnished  and  provided  with  a 
good  serviceable  horse  at  least  fourteen  hands  high  with  a  good  sad- 
dle, housen,  holsters  breast-plate  and  crupper  a  case  of  good  pistoels, 
a  good  horseman's  sword,  a  pair  of  boots  and  a  pair  of  spurs  and  a 
carbine  well  fixed  with  a  good  belt  swivel  and  buckets  and  a  cartridge 
box  to  contain  twelve  cartridges  at  least.  That  each  grenadier  shall  be 
be  equipt  and  furnished  with  a  grenadier's  cap  a  good  musket  and 
bayonet  a  broad  sword  a  belt,  pouch  or  cartridge  box  and  so  equipt 
and  furnished,  they  the  troopers  and  grenadiers  shall  respectively  be 
called  out  in  squads  and  companies  as  often  (for  the  usesand  purposes 
intended  by  this  law)  and  under  the  direction  of  their  inferior  and 
principal  officers  as  is  hereby  required  with  respect  to  the  rest  of  the 
militia  of  this  State. 

That  each  non  commissioned  officer  and  private  shall  at  every  exer- 
cise by  squads  as  herein  after  mentioned,  and  at  every  company  or  regi- 
mental training  field  day  or  ;eview  herein  after  directed,  attend  at 
the  place  or  parade  alotted  for  the  squad,  company  or  regiment  to 
which  he  shall  belong  armed  accoutred  and  provided  as  above  directed. 

That  the  several  companies  of  militia,  horse  and  foot  shall  each  be 
divided  by  the  commissioned  officers  thereof  into  four  squads,  and  one 
squad  thereof  shall  be  exercised  and  trained  to  discipline  by  the  cap- 
tain and  the  other  three  squads,  by  the  other  three  commissioned 
officers  of  the  ompany  respectively,  on  each  of  which  squads  of  foot 
one  Serjeant  and  one  corporal  and  of  which  squads  of  horse  one  Serjeant 
or  one  corporal  shall  attend  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  in  exercising 
and  training  the  squad,  and  in  forming  the  squads,  attention  shall  be 
paid  to  the  respective  places  of  abode  of  the  several  officers  and  pri- 
vates of  the  company,  by  placing  the  privates  respectively  in  the  squad 
belonging  to  the  officer  nearest  to  whom  they  shall  respectively  reside. 
And  the  several  officers  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  call  out 
their  respective  squads  and  exercise  and  discipline  them  twice  a  month 
sufficiently  for  their  due  instruction  and  improvement.     That  in  order 


Chap.  33.]  FIRST  SESSION.  65 

to  the  same  purpose  and  for  compleating  proper  company  returns  every  ^2™5"^y 
captain   or   other   commanding  officer   of  every   company   of  militia  ^       ®** 
whether  horse  or  foot  shall  once  in  every  two  months  call  out  his  com- 
pany to  his  place  of  parade  which  shall  be  the  most  convenient  for  the 
purpose  where  he  shall  parade  his  company,  see  that  the  non  commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates  are  properly  armed  accoutred  equipped  and 
provided ;  note  the  several  defaulters  and  sufficiently  exercise  and  dis- 
cipline the  company  for  their  due  instruction  and  improvement.     And  Bxemp- 
if  upon  such  exercise  and   discipline  it   shall  appear   to  the  officers  plJUkd  "^^ 
of  the  said  company  or  the  majority  of  them  that  any  of  the  said  ^"^y- 
men  are  so  perfect  in  the  exercise  as  that  they  ought  to  be  excused 
from  squad  duty,  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  give  such  person  or 
persons  an  exemption  from  squad  duty  under  their  hands. 

That  each  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  a  regiment  shall  in  the  Regimen, 
first  or  second  week  in  April  and  in  the  first  or  second  week  in  November  ^^p"**^®** 
in  every  year  call  out  his  regiment  to  his  regimental  parade,  which  shall 
be  the  place  in  his  district  the  most  convenient  for  the  purpose  and 
having  paraded  the  same  shall  require  from  the  captain  or  commanding 
officer  of  every  beat  in  the  regiment  a  return  thereof  expressing  the  ex- 
empts, and  the  absentees  and  the  causes  of  the  respective  exemptions 
and  absences,  cause  the  said  regiment  except  the  excempts  thus 
paraded,  to  be  called  by  the  company  rolls  and  the  arms,  ammunition 
and  accoutrements  of  each  man  to  be  examined,  and  the  defaulters  to 
be  noted,  and  shall  cause  them  to  be  sufficiently  exercised  trained  and 
disciplined  for  their  instruction  and  improvement,  and  shall  within  two 
weeks  thereafter  respectively  make  or  cause  a  compleat  regimental  return 
(expressing  therein  by  name  the  exempts  or  absentees)  to  be  made  to  the 
governor  or  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being  until  a  brigadier- 
general  be  appointed  to  the  brigade  to  which  the  regiment  shall  belong. 

That  every  troop  of  horse,  shall  on  every  regimental  field  day  above  Troops  of 
mentioned  attend  and  parade  with  the  regiment  under  the  command  of  pJSd^ 
the  colonel,  or  other  field  officer  of  the  district  wherein  the  captain  of  with  regl- 
the  said  troop  shall  reside  and  the  captain  or  commanding  officer  of  the  ™®"*- 
troop,  shall  there  be  required  by  the  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of 
the  regiment  to  make  him  a  proper  return  of  the  troop  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  above  directed  to  be  required  of  the  captain  of  the  com- 
panies of  foot  belonging  to  the  regiment  cause  them  to  be  called  off  by 
the  return  and  proper  inspection  to  be  made  of  their  respective  horses 
arms,  ammunition  and  accoutrements  and  their  respective  defaults  to  be 
noted     And  shall  cause  the  captain  or  commanding  officer  of  the  troop 
to  train  exercise  and  discipline  the  same  sufficiently  for  their  instruction 
and  improvement,  and  shall  include  them  in  his  regimental  return  afore- 
said. 

That  every  commissioned  officer  of  the  militia  in  this  State  who  shall  Officers 
omit  or  neglect  to  perform  any  of  the  duties  by  this  act  injoined  on  him  dufyTo*be 
of  inrolling  training  exercising  and  disciplining  in  and  to  the  use  of  arms  PPf'^"™"^ 
the  militia  of  this  State  or  making  perfect  returns  of  the  militia  or  not 
calling  out  to  actual  service  the  militia  or  any  part  thereof  when  neces- 
sary; and  shall  if  under  the  rank  of  a  brigadier  be  thereof  convicted 
by  a  brigade  court  martial  from  the  brigade  to  which  he  shall  belong 
consisting  of  at  least  thirteen  members,  which  court  martial  the  briga- 
dier is  hereby  authorised  and  required  to  appoint  and  direct  to  sit,  and 
the  sentence  thereon  be  confirmed  in  manner  herein  after  mentioned  be 
ipsofacio  removed  from  his  office  and  reduced  to  do  duty  in  the  ranks, 
as  a  foot  soldier  any  exemption  from  duty  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise 
notwithstanding. 
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Meeting  of     And  be  if  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  brigadier  general 
and^d     ^nd  the  field  officers  of  each  brigade  shall  on  the  second  Tuesday  in 
oflflcers  to   January  and  the  second  Tuesday  in  June  yearly  arid  every  year  meet 
oourt^ar-  together  at  such  town  or  place  within  the  brigade  as  the  brigadier  gen- 
oee^tam,    eral  shall  appoint.     To  which  meeting  all  sentences  of  courts  martial 
in  such  tHrigades  not  before  confirmed  or  disallowed  shall  be  brought 
and  shall  by  the  said  brigadier  general  or  next  commanding  officer  and 
field  officers  or  the  majority  of  them  be  respectively  confirmed  or  disal- 
lowed upon  determining  ail  which  the  brigadier  general  or  next  com- 
manding officer  shall  sit  as  president  and  shall  immediately  thereafter 
particularly  report  under  his  hand  to  the  person  administering  the  gov- 
ernment of  this  State  all  such  sentences  as  shall  be  so  confirmed,  and 
all  brigadier  generals,  for  offences,  not  particularly  provided  for  in  this 
law,  shall  be  tried  by  a  general  court  martial  to  be  appointed  by  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  militia  of  this  State  and  if  on  conviction  the 
sentence  thereof  be  confirmed  by  such  commander  in  chief  of  the  militia 
for  the  time  being,  that  thereupon  such  brigadier  general  shall  be  re- 
moved from  his  office.    That  all  sentences  of  courts  martial  so  confirmed 
shall  be  by  the  person  administring  the  goyernment  of  this  State,  from 
time  to  time  laid  before  the  council  of  appointment  to  the  end  that  they 
may  appoint  others  instead  of  the  officers  so  found  guilty. 
Finee  for        That  every  foot  soldier  of  the  said  militia  who  shall  neglect  to  appear 
pewSnce    when  Called  out,  without  sufficient  excuse  shall  for  every  such  offence 
m**T       forfeit  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings  and  if  he  shall  appear  wanting  any  of 
sioned  offl-  the  arms  ammunition  or  accoutrements  prescribed  for  him  by  this  law 
oera,  etc.     without  sufficient  excuse  he  shall  for  every  deficiency  forfeit  the  sum  of 
eight  shillings ;  and  if  any  noncommissioned  officer  or  private  in  any 
troop  of  horse  shall  be  charged  with  either  of  the  said  offences  and  shall 
not  have  sufficient  excuse  he  shall  forfeit  for  the  offence  of  not  ap- 
pearing forty  shillings  and  for  every  other  of  the  said  offences  sixteen 
shillings.     That  all  fines  to  arise  from  offences  in  a  squad  or  company 
only  shall  be  adjudged  of  and  inflicted  by  the  commissioned  officers  of 
such  company  and  shall  be  levied  with  costs  by  warrant  under  the  hand 
and  seal  of  the  captain  or  the  commanding  officer  respectively  directed 
to  one  or  more  of  the  sergeants  of  the  said  company  by  distress  and  sale 
of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  offender  and  paid  by  the  sergeant  or 
sergeants  to  the  said  captain  of  the  company  or  commanding  officer. 
How  col-     And  that  all  fines  to  arise  from  the  like  offences  upon  the  calling  out  of 
lected.        ^  regiment  shall  be  adjudged  of  and  inflicted  by  the  field  officers  or  the 
major  part  of  tbem  of  the  regiment  and  shall  be  levied,  with  costs  by 
warrant  under  the  hand  and  seal  of    the  colonel  of  the  regiment  di- 
rected to  one  or  more  of  the  sergeants  of  the  said  regiment  by  distress 
and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  offenders  respectively  and  by 
him  paid  to  the  said  colonel  or  commanding  officer;  all  which  fines  shall 
by  them  respectively  be  paid  over  to  the  quarter-master  of  the  said 
regiment  to  be  by  him  laid  out  under  the  direction  of  the  field  officers 
of  the  said  regiment  for  arming  accoutring  and  furnishing  with  ammu- 
nition the  privates  thereof  in  manner  aforesaid;  and  where  in  any  case 
no  goods  or  chattels  shall  be  found,  then  on  such  warrant  such  sergeant 
or  sergeants  shall  take  the  body  of  the  offender  and  him  convey  to  the 
common  goal  of  the  county  there  to  be  kept  in  safe  custody  until  he  pay 
the  said  fine  with  costs  and  such  goaler  is  hereby  required  and  com- 
manded to  receive  such  offender  with  the  warrant  and  him  safely  to  keep 
until  he  shall  have  paid  the  said  fine  and  costs.     Which  goaler  shall  on 
demand  by  such  sergeant  or  sergeants  pay  the  same  to  him  or  them  and 
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thereupon  such  fines  shall  be  disposed  of  in  manner  herein  before  di- 
rected for  the  disposal  of  fines. 

That  a  captain  of  horse  shall  rank  as  eldest  captain  of  the  regiment  Bank, 
and  all  officers  in  the  militia  shall  take  rank  according  to  the  dates  of 
their  commissions  preference  nevertheless  being  given  to  him  who  was 
entitled  to  rank,  by  a  former  commission  before  any  other  person  in  the 
same  line  of  ofl&ce  with  him  to  whom  he  had  preference  in  rank  by  such 
former  commission. 

That  from  all  returns,  to  be  made  by  the  colonels  or  commanding  Returns  to 
officers  of  regiments  respectively  to  the  respective  brigadiers  general,  **®  ™***®' 
brigade  returns  shall  without  delay  be  made  to  the  commander  in  chief. 

That  one  brigade,  regiment,  troop  of  horse,  or  company  of  foot  (ex-  Position  iu 
cept  grenadiers  who  shall  form  on  the  right  of  the  regiment)  shall  not  be  '*°®'  ®^' 
considered  as  elder  than  or  having  rank  or  preference  of  the  other.    But 
each  brigade  regiment,  troop  of  horse  and  company  shall  be  posted  and 
disposed  of  in  the  line  on  command  as  the  commanding  officer  on  the 
spot,  shall  on  every  occasion  or  emergency  think  proper. 

That  on  every  emergency  of  a  sudden  invasion  by  the  enemy  or  insur-  Duty  of 
rection  within  this  State,  the  commanding  officer  of  any  brigade  regi-  Snu  0?°^ 
ment  or  company  as  the  case  may  require  shall  immediately  draw  out  the  **^**?®*» 
militia  under  his  command  and  with  them  oppose  the  enemy,  or  the  case'of  in- 
insurgents;  and  that  all  brigades,  regiments  and  troops  of  horse  and  l^]^^ 
foot  companies  of  the  militia  shall  from  time  to  time  be  subject  to  gen- 
eral brigade  regimental  and  company  orders  as  is  usual  according  to  the 
course  and  practice  of  war  for  suddenly  taking  the  field  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid.     And  all  such  orders  by  any  officer  under  the  rank  of  com- 
mander in  chief  shall  be  reported  in  writing  by  express  to  the  governor 
or  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being  and  also  to  the  colonel  or 
commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  if  given  by  one  under  his  command 
and  if  given  by  the. colonel  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment 
shall  be  reported  to  the  brigadier  general  and  if  given  by  the  brigadier 
general  to  the  commander  in  chief;  all  which  reports  shall  be  acted  upon 
by  the  respective  persons  to  whom  the  same  shall  respectively  be  made 
as  the  emergency  may  require,  and  by  such  persons  respectively  be  re- 
ported with  their  respective  doings  thereon  to  his  next  superior  officer 
and  so  on  in  succession  till  they  reach  the  commander  in  chief. 

That  every  person  in  the  militia  whether  officer  or  private,  when  called  Pay  and 
out  into  actual  service  either  to  act  separately  or  in  conjunction  with  ""<^»^*- 
the  troops  of  the  United  States  of  America  shall  from  the  time  of  his 
receiving  due  notice  thereof  from  his  commanding  officer  until  he  be 
properly  discharged  from  that  Service,  if  and  as  long  as  he  shall  perform 
the  same  and  until  properly  discharged  or  dismissed  be  allowed  pay  and 
rations,  according  to  the  continental  establishment ;  and  on  every  wilful  Liable  to 
neglect  or  refusal  to  march  after  such  notice  as  aforesaid  shall  be  dealt  ill/^i^of 
with  as  a  deserter,  or  having  marched  out  on  such  notice,  and  before  ™  'rom 
his  proper  discharge  or  dismission  shall  commit  any  offence  or  shall  be-  ceTvIng  no^ 
fore  such  discharge  or  dismission  desert  from  the  corps  to  which  he  shall  ***^®* 
belong,  or  from  his  post  shall  for  every  such  offence  be  subject  to  the 
rules  and  articles  established  by  the  continental  congress  for  the  better 
government  of  the  troops  raised  or  to  be  raised  and  kept  in  pay  by  and 
at  the  expence  of  the  United  States  of  ^^w^r/V^  which  shall  be  put  in  ex- 
ecution against  the  offender  by  the  militia  orders  and  authority  in  like 
manner  as  the  same  are  put  in  execution  in  the  continental  army,  against 
offenders  therein  by  proper  orders  and  authority  thereof,  and  that  in  all 
such  cases  the  governor  or  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being  and 
all  militia  officers  subordinate  to  him  shall  and  may  enjoy  and  exercise 
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all  the  powers  by  the  said  rules  and  articles  of  war  given  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  and  the  several  ofificers 
subordinate  to  him  in  the  said  army. 
Power  to        That  the  governor  or  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being  shall  have 
SJijiua?"'  power  and  authority  from  time  to  time  in  his  discretion  to  order  out  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  the  militia  of  this  State  into  actual  service  not 
only  for  the  defence  of  this  State  but  to  give  assistance  to  any  of  the 
other  United  States,  or  to  reinforce  the  army  of  the  United  States  or  any 
part  thereof  and  to  cause  them  to  march  out  of  this  State  for  either  of 
Service  out  the  said  purposes;  provided  always  ThsLt  none  of  the  militia  of  this  State 
limited?     ^^^^^  ^^  compelled  to  do  duty  out  of  the  same,  for  a  greater  space  of 

time  than  forty  days. 
Regular  That  for  the  several  purposes  aforesaid  regular  courts  martial  and  of 

marSalto  inquiry  shall  from  time  to  time  as  cases  may  require  be  instituted  and 
be  insutu-  formed,  and  general  brigade  and  regimental  orders  from  time  to  time 
given  upon  the  plan  directed  by  the  aforesaid  rules  and  articles  for  the 
better  government  of  the  troops  of  the  said  United  States,  and  by  the 
officers  in  rank  respectively  in  the  militia,  equal  with  those  respectively 
authorized  for  the  purpose  by  the  said  articles  of  war.      In   respect 
whereof  the  governor  or  commander  in  chief  and  all  militia  officers  re- 
spectively shall  be  considered  as  on  the  same  footing  as  the  general  and 
commander  in  chief  of  and  as  the  officers  in  their  respective  ranks  be- 
Proviso  as  longing  to  the  army  of  the  United  States  of  America,     Provided  always 
of  commi?  That  no  commissioned  military  officer  except  when  questioned  upon  the 
siooed        aforesaid  rules  and  articles  of  war,  shall  be  sentenced  or  adjudged  to  any 
°  .^^  "'      other  punishment  than  to  be  broke  and  rendered  incapable  of  any  mili- 
Provisoas  tary  office  whatsoever  within  this  State.     And  provided  also  That  it  shall 
stead  of  °    ^^^  ^^X  ^^  lawful  for  a  court  martial,  whenever  they  shall  conceive  it 
corporal     proper  to  fix  and  determine  a  fine  for  which  any  person  adjudged  to  re- 
meut.        ceive  corporal  punishment  may  commute  such  punishment,  and  if  the  said 
fine  shall  be  paid  within  the  time  by  the  court  martial  for  that  purpose 
limited,  the  said  person  shall  be  accordingly  acquitted  of  such  corporal 
punishment.     That  all  such  fines  shall  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the 
eldest  militia  officer  from  this  State  on  the  spot,  and  shall  by  him  be  paid 
into  the  treasury  of  this  State. 
Privates  to      That  a  roll  of  the  privates  of  each  company,  horse  and  foot  shall  be 
into*ora^  made  and  divided  by  the  captain  or  commanding  officer  of  the  company, 
and  per-     into  eight  classes,  as  nearly  equal  in  number  to  each  other  as  conveniently 
of^ty  ?n  niay  be  and  a  sergeant  or  a  corporal  shall  be  allotted  on  the  roll  by  the 
order'^*°**  captain  or  commanding  officer  to  each  class;  which  said  eight  classes  in 
each  company  shall,  on  detachments  or  drafts  in  pursuance  of  this  law 
Tours  of     perform  their  tour  of  duty  in  numerical  order ;  and  to  ascertain  which 
determin*^  class  shall  take  the  first,  which  the  second  which  the  third  and  which  the 
by  ballot,    fourth  tour  of  duty  on  detachment  and  so  on  to  the  eighth  class;  eight 
slips  of  paper  numbered  respectively  from  one  to  eight  inclusively  shall 
be  so  rolled  up  or  otherwise  closed  as  to  conceal  the  number,  and  being 
put  into  a  hat  box  or  vessel  and  well  shook  together  in  the  same  the 
sergeant  or  corporal  of  each  class  shall  in  the  order  to  be  directed  by  the 
captain  or  commanding  officer  in  behalf  of  his  class  take  out  one  of  the 
ballots,  and  the  numbers  drawn  by  the  sergeants  and  corporals  respect- 
ively, shall  determine  the  respective  tours  of    duty  of   their   several 
classes.     The  class  which  draws  number  one  to  have  the  first  tour  of 
duty,  and  so  on  the  numerical  order  throughout  all  the  eight  classes,  de- 
termining their  respective  tours  of  duty  and  in  the  same  numerical  order 
shall  the  eight  classes  continue  their  rotation  without  any  new  balloting 
until  the  numbers  respectively  contained  in  each  class  shall  by  the  events 
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of  war  or  other  accidents  become  very  unequal  when  there  shall  be  a 
new  balloting  as  above  directed. 

That  when  and  as  often  as  the  classes  shall  be  thus  fixed  each  captain  roii  of 
or  commanding  officer  of  each  company  shall  form  a  roll  consisting  of  o1*m««- 
the  eight  classes  and  containing  the  names  of  the  men  in  each  class  with 
the  names  of  the  sergeant  and  corporal  respectively  prefixed  to  each  class 
and  numbered  according  to  the  order  of  balloting  ;  which  he  shall  keep 
for  his  own  use  guidance  and  direction  and  shall  notify  each  sergeant 
corporal  and  private  to  what  class  he  shall  belong  and  shall  return  a 
copy  thereof  with  the  list  of  his  commissioned  officers  prefixed  thereto, 
without  delay  to  the  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  who 
shall  enter  all  such  and  every  other  company  return,  in  a  book  to  be 
kept  by  him  for  the  purpose. 

That  the  colonel  or  next  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  shall  on  Tours  of 
receipt  of  all  the  classed  returns  of  the  companies  in  his  regiment  con-  ^^  ^^ 
vene  together  all  the  conlmiskioned  officers  in  his  regiment  and  proceed  ballot, 
in  like  manner  to  fix  by  ballot  the  respective  tours  of  duty  of  all  the  com- 
missioned officers  under  the  rank  and  degree  of  a  field  officer  from  and 
including  number  one  to  and  including  such  number  as  shall  be  equal 
to  the  number  of  companies  in  the  regiment.     Which  balloting  shall  be 
made  separately  and  severally  in  the  four  several  lines  of  office  and  be 
entered  by  the  colonel  or  commanding  officer  in  his  said  book,  as  also 
the  quota  of  each  detachment  both  as  to  officers  and  privates  in  order 
thereby  from  time  to  time  to  ascertain  the  rotation  of  the  service  of 
both;  which  shall  ever  be  determined  by  such  quota's  respectively. 

That  if  there  be  two  majors  belonging  to  a  regiment  they  shall  decide 
by  lot  which  of  them  shall  take  the  first  tour  of  duty  and  the  order  or 
tour  of  duty  thereby  established  shall  ever  after  govern. 

That  to  establish  the  rotation  of  duty  on  detachments  among  the 
several  field  officers  in  the  regiments  composing  a  brigade,  the  colonels, 
lieutenant  colonels  and  majors  shall  without  delay  meet  together  and  de- 
cide the  same  by  several  and  separate  lots  in  numerical  order  as  afore- 
said in  the  several  lines  of  office;  which  being  done  a  roll  thereof  shall 
immediately  be  made,  and  subscribed  by  them  all  and  returned  to  the 
brigadier  general  of  the  brigade. 

That  to  a  brigadier  generals  command  of  detachments  the  person  ad-  Brigadier 
ministring  the  government  shall  appoint  such  brigadier  respectively  as  ^^/J,^^* 
shall  in  his  judgment  appear  most  proper  for  advancement  of  the  service,  goveroor. 

That  every  private  shall  be  allowed  to  substitute  on  detachments  an  substitutes 
able  bodied  private  in  his  stead  who  shall  nevertheless  take  his  own  tour  to  be  al- 
of  duty  in  the  order  wherein  it  shall  have  been  fixed  as  aforesaid ;  and  ^^ 
that  in  case  by  sickness  or  unavoidable  accident  an  officer  or  private 
shall  be  prevented  from  taking  his  tour  of  duty  on  any  detachment,  the 
next  to  him  on  the  respective  rolls   of  detachment  without  regard  to 
classes  with  respect  to  privates  shall  fill  his  place  and  the  person  so  pre- 
vented shall  in  return  take  the  proper  next  tour  of  duty  on  detachment, 
of  him  so  filling  his  place ;  and  all  classings  as  aforesaid  shall  go  on  in 
rotation  in  the  several  numerical  orders  abovementioned,  as  long  and  as 
often  as  the  public  service  shall  require  the  same.  Proinded  always  That  Governor 
the  governor  or  commander  in  chief  of  the  militia  for  the  time  being  ™u*^^h^fe 
shall  and  may  from  time  to  time  in  his  discretion  order  out  on  detach-  or  pan  of 
ment  as  great  a  part  of  any  brigade  or  regiment  or  troop  of  horse,  or  the  '°''*^' 
whole  militia  into  actual  service;  and  also  that  the  like  discretionary  Emer- 
power  may  on  sudden  emergencies  and  without  waiting  for  the  order  of  fj^e^power 
his  superior  officer,  be  exercised  by  the  commanding  officer  of  any  bri-  exercised 
gade,  or  regiment  or  troop  of  horse,  or  foot  company  respectively  over    ^  ^™' 
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each  such  brigade  regiment  troop  of  horse  or  foot  company  respectively 
giving  notice  thereof  in  writing  without  delay,  together  with  all  things 
relating  thereto  as  well  to  his  commanding  officer  as  to  the  governor  or 
commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being. 

That  all  persons  under  the  age  of  fifty  five  years,  who  have  held  civil 
•or  military  Commissions  and  are  not  or  shall  not  be  reappointed  to  their 
respective  proper  ranks  of  office  and  all  other  persons  between  the  ages 
of  fifty  and  fifty  five  years  who  have  not  associated  and  elected  their 
officers,  and  shall  associate  themselves  in  manner  herein  after  mentioned, 
shall  be  exempted  from  serving  as  part  of  the  enrolled  militia  and  within 
eight  weeks  after  the  passing  of  this  act  form  themselves  into  voluntary 
associated  regiments  or  companies  according  to  their  number  in  each  re- 
spective county  and  recommend  their  own  officers ;  and  that  all  such 
associated  regiments  or  companies  whether  already  associated  or  here- 
after to  associate  shall  make  returns  thereof  respectively  to  the  governor 
or  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  bein^  without  delay  after  the  said 
term  of  eight  weeks,  who  with  the  advice  of  the  council  of  appointment 
shall  issue  commissions  to  them  accordingly.  In  default  of  which  re- 
turns they  shall  respectively  do  duty  in  the  ranks  with  the  militia  of  the 
beat  within  which  they  shall  respectively  reside  until  they  shall  respect- 
ively associate  as  aforesaid.  That  the  substance  of  such  associations  shall 
be,  that  the  associators  will  severally  on  all  occasions  obey  the  orders  of 
their  respective  commanding  officers  and  will  in  cases  of  invasion  or 
incursions  of  the  enemy  or  insurrections  march  to  repel  the  enemy  or 
suppress  such  insurrection,  in  like  manner  as  the  enrolled  militia  are 
compelled  to  do:  So  as  that  they  shall  not  when  called  out  in  detach- 
ments be  annexed  to  any  other  regiment  or  company  or  be  under  the  im- 
mediate command  of  any  other  than  their  own  officers. 

That  the  lieutenant-governor,  members  of  the  senate  members  of  the 
assembly  and  their  several  clerks  and  all  judicial  officers,  the  secretary 
of  this  State,  and  two  of  his  deputies,  the  treasurer,  the  auditor-general, 
and  the  attorney-general  of  this  State,  the  commissioners  for  defeating 
conspiracies  the  clerks  and  registers  of  courts  and  the  county  clerks  and 
sherifs  and  their  respective  deputies  not  exceeding  one  and  the  coroners 
not  commissioned  in  the  militia  and  all  ministers  of  the  Gospel  and  all 
physicians  and  surgeons  except  in  their  several  and  respective  profes- 
sions and  callings  and  the  actual  occupant  of  every  grist  mill,  and  all 
ferrymen  licensed  by  the  governor  or  commander  in  chief  for  the  time 
being  shall  notwithstanding  their  being  respectively  able  bodied  above 
sixteen  and  under  sixty  years  of  age  and  all  such  persons  in  the  service 
or  employ  of  the  United  States  or  of  this  State  or  engaged  or  employed 
in  any  manufacture  or  business  so  that  it  it  would  be  for  the  good  of 
the  public  that  they  should  be  exempted,  who  shall  procure  special  ex- 
emptions from  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  militia  for  the  time  being 
under  his  hand  shall  respectively  be  exempted  from  training  and  doing 
duty  in  the  militia.  But  shall  nevertheless  be  armed  accoutred  and 
provided  as  above  mentioned. 

That  all  those  male  persons  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  fifty  dve 
years  who  in  judgment  of  law  are  or  shall  be  of  the  people  called 
Quakers  shall  be  exempted  from  all  personal  military  service  whatsoever 
to  which  they  would  respectively  be  subject  by  this  law  were  they  not 
respectively  of  the  people  called  Quakers.  And  for  such  exemption  shall 
yearly  and  every  year  severally  pay  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  in  lieu  of  all 
military  service  whatsoever  required  by  this  law  except  services  on  de- 
tachments and  calling  out  the  militia  for  actual  service  by  virtue  of  this 
law  in  which  cases  each  of  them  shall  annually  pay  the  sum  of  ten  pounds 
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and  for  the  purpose  of  levying  the  said  annual  sums  the  captain  of  every 
beat  shall  annually  return  to  the  supervisors  of  the  district  wherein  he 
shall  reside  a  list  of  such  Quakers  as  aforesaid  residing  within  his  beat. 
And  the  supervisors  of  the  county  at  either  of  their  meetings  shall  make  Tax  list 
out  a  separate  tax  list  thereon  with  a  warrant  to  be  issued  by  them  to  ?i^tTobe 
the  collectors  respectively  for  levying  the  same  in  the  manner  pre-  issued^ 
scribed  by  a  certain  law  passed  by  the  legislature  of  this  State  during  m^^ 
this  session  entitled  An  act  for  raising  monies  to  be  applied  towards  the 
public  exigencies  of  this  State  **  and  the  monies  to  be  levied  on  such  war- 
rant shall  be  paid  and  disposed  of  in  such  manner  and  subject  to  such 
deductions  as  by  the  said  law  is  directed  with  respect  to  the  monies  to 
be  levied  by  the  said  law  on  personal  estates  within  this  State,  and  in 
default  of  goods  and  chattels  of  any  Quaker  so  to  be  assessed  as  afore- 
said the  warrant  for  levying  the  same  shall  authorize  the  collector  to 
commit  him  to  the  county  gaol  and  the  keeper  of  the  said  gaol  is  hereby 
required  to  keep  him  in  safe  and  secure  custody  in  the  said  gaol  until 
he  shall  have  paid  the  sums  so  assessed  on  him  as  aforesaid,  to  the  said 
collector  who  is  hereby  required  to  dispose  of  the  same  in  manner  afore- 
said.   Proinded  always  That  this  law  or  any  thing  in  the  same  contained  PtovIbo  as 
shall  not  in  cases  of  drafts  or  detachments  of  the  militia  affect  any  per-  fUrSfsh?"* 
son  who  has  furnished  or  shall  furnish  a  sufl&cient  able  bodied  man  for  in«8ubsti- 
service  in  one  of  the  five  continental  regiments  of  this  State  pursuant 
to  law.     That  in  all  cases  where  notice  is  required  by  this  act  verbal 
notice  to  the  party  himself  or  left  at  his  usual  place  of  abode  with  a 
person  of  the  years  of  discretion  by  any  commissioned  or  non  commis- 
sioned oflScer  or  corporal  of  the  company,  shall  be  deemed  a  legal  and 
sufficient  notice. 

And  lastly  That  every  article,  clause,  provision,  matter  or  thing  in  any  inoonsut- 
law  or  resolution  of  the  legislature,  or  any  provincial  congress,  or  con-  JJ^JS^. 
vention  or  committee,  or  council  of  safety  of  this  State  for  the  regula- 
tion of  the  militia  thereof  which  is  repugnant  to,  or  in  any  wise  incon- 
sbtent  with  the  provisions  hereby  made,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  shall 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  declared  and  enacted  to  be  absolutely  re- 
pealed and  made  null  and  void  to  all  intents  constructions  and  purposes 
whatsoever.  And  this  act  shall  continue  in  force  for  the  space  of  two 
years  from  the  publication  thereof  and  no  longer. 


CHAP.  34. 

AN  ACT  to  regelate  the  wages  of  mechanicks  and  labourers, 
the  prices  of  goods  and  commodities  and  the  charges  of  inn- 
holders,  within  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned. 

Passed  the  3d  April,  177S. 

Whereas   the    honorable   the   congress  of    the   United   States   of  Preambia 
America  by  certain  resolutions  bearing  date  the  twenty  second  day  of  ' 

November  m  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy  seven,  did  among  other  things  therein  mentioned  recommend  to 
the  legislatures  of  the  respective  states  of  New-H amps  hire  ^  Massachu- 
settS'Bayy  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations  Connecticut^  New- 
York^  New-Jerseyy  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware  respectively  to  appoint 
commissioners  to  convene  at  New-Haven  in  Connecticut  on  the  fifteenth 
day  of  January  then  next  in  order  to  regulate  and  ascertain  the  price  of 
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labor  manufactures,  internal  produce  and  commodities  imported  from 
foreign  parts,  military  stores  excepted,  and  also  to  regulate  the  charges 
of  innholders  and  that  on  the  report  of  the  commissioners  each  of  the 
legislatures  should  enact  suitable  laws,  as  well  for  enforcing  the  observ- 
ance of  such  of  the  regulations  as  they  should  ratify  and  enabling  such 
innholders  to  obtain  the  necessary  supplies,  as  to  authorize  the  purchas- 
ing commissaries  of  the  army  or  any  other  person  whom  the  legislatures 
may  think  proper,  to  take  from  any  engrossers,  forestallers  or  any  other 
person,  possessed  of  a  larger  quantity  of  any  such  commodities  or  pro- 
visions than  shall  be  competent  for  the  private  annual  consumption  of 
their  families,  and  who  shall  refuse  to  sell  the  surplus  at  the  prices  to  be 
ascertained  as  aforesaid,  paying  only  such  price  for  the  same. 

And  Whereas  in  pursuance  of  the  said  resolutions,  commissioners  in 
behalf  of  the  several  States  of  New-Hampshire^  Massachusetts- Bay ^ 
Rhode-Island  and  Frovidence-PlantationSy  Connecticut^  New-  York^  New- 
Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  did  convene  at  New-Haven  in  Connecticut 
and  after  sundry  adjournments  did  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  the  said 
month  of  January^  resolve  and  agree  as  follows,  to  wit. 

Firsts  That  the  various  kinds  of  labor  of  farmers,  mechanics  and 
others  be  set  and  affixed,  at  rates  not  exceeding  seventy-five  per  cen- 
tum advance  from  what  the  prices  of  their  respective  labor  were  in 
the  same  places,  in  the  severed  States  aforesaid,  through  the  various 
seasons  of  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-four. 

Secondly^  That  the  price  of  teaming  and  all  land  transportation 
should  not  exceed  the  rate  of  five  twelfths  of  a  continental  dollar  for 
the  carriage  of  twenty  hundred  neat  weight  per  mile  including  all 
expences  attending  the  same. 

Thirdly^  That  all  kinds  of  American  manufactures,  and  internal 
produce  not  particularly  mentioned  and  regulated  by  the  said  conven- 
tion be  estimated  at  rates  not  exceeding  seventy-five  per  centum  ad- 
vance from  the  prices  they  were  usually  sold  at  m  the  several  parts  of 
the  respective  States  aforesaid  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-four. 

Fourthly^  That  the  price  of  hemp,  flax,  sheep's  wool,  all  kinds  of 
linnen  and  woolen  clothes  hosiery  of  all  kinds,  felt  hats,  wire  and  wool 
cards  manufactured  in  America  shall  not  exceed  the  rate  of  centum  per 
centum  advance  from  the  price  they  severally  were  at  in  the  several 
parts  of  the  States  aforesaid  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy  four. 

Fifthly^  That  the  prices  of  all  kinds  of  European  goods  wares  and 
merchandizes  imported  from  foreign  parts  or  brought  into  the  respect- 
ive States  by  capture  or  otherwise  shall  not  exceed  the  rate  of  one 
continental  dollar  for  each  shilling  sterling  of  prime  cost  of  the  same 
respectively  in  Europe,  exclusive  of  all  other  charges  when  sold  by 
the  importer  or  captor,  excepting  only  the  following  articles,  viz.  All 
kinds  of  woolen  and  linnen  goods  and  checks  suitable  for  the  army,  drugs 
and  medicines,  duck  of  all  kinds,  cordage,  tin  plates,  copperas,  files, 
alum,  brimstone,  felt  hats,  nails,  window-glass,  salt,  steel,  wire,  wool 
cards,  cotten  cards,  and  naval  and  military  stores. 

Sixthly^  That  all  woolen  clothes,  blankets,  linnen,  shoes,  stockings, 
hats  and  other  articles  of  cloathing  suitable  for  the  army  theretofore 
imported,  which  are  or  shall  be  seized  and  taken  by  lawful  authority 
of  the  respective  States,  for  the  use  of  the  army  shall  be  estimated  at 
the  above  rates  with  the  addition  of  the  stated  allowance  for  land 
carriage,  if  any  there  be,  to  the  place  where  taken. 
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Stventhlyy  That  the  price  of  the  following  articles  at  the  first  port  Bum, 
of  delivery  or  place  of  manufacture  within  the  respective  States  shall  •"**''  ^^' 
not  exceed  the  rates  to  them  afl&xed  respectively  viz.  Good  West- 
India  rum  three  dollars  per  gallon  by  wholesale,  good  merchantable 
New-England  rum  two  dollars  per  gallon,  by  wholesale,  best  Muscovado 
sugar,  thirty  three  dollars  and  one  third  of  a  dollar  per  hundred,  gross 
weight  and  all  other  sugars  in  usual  proportion  according  to  quality;  best 
molasses  one  dollar  and  an  half  per  gallon,  by  wholesale;  coffee  three 
fourths  of  a  dollar  per  pound  by  the  hundred  weight;  good  merchanta- 
ble geneva  two  dollars  per  gallon.  Good  merchantable  brandy  two  dol- 
lars per  gallon.  Good  merchantable  whisky,  one  dollar  and  one  sixth 
of  a  dollar  per  gallon.  All  other  distilled  spirits,  not  therein  enum- 
erated, not  to  exceed  two  dollars  per  gallon. 

Eighthly,  That  no  trader,  retailer  or  vendor  of  foreign  goods  wares  Traders 
or  merchandizes  shall  be  allowed  more  than  at  the  rate  of  twenty-iive  tll^nty.fl?e 
per  cent,  advance  upon  the  price  such  goods  wares  and  merchandizes  p«r  cent 
are  or  shall  be  sold  for  by  the  importer  or  captor  agreeable  to  the  regu-     '***^* 
lations  therein  prescribed  and  fixed  with  the  addition  only  of  the  cost 
and  charge  of  transportation  by  land  at  the  rate  of  five  twelfths  of  a 
dollar  per  mile  for  transporting  twenty  hundred  neat  weight  from  the 
first  port  of  delivery  to   the  place  where  the  same  shall  be  sold  and 
delivered  by  retail. 

Ninthly,  That  innholders  be  not  allowed  more  than  fifty  per  centum  innhoid- 
advance  on  the  wholesale  prices  of  all  liquors  or  other  foreign  articles  pS-^St^ 
therein  stated  and  by  them  sold  in  small  quantities  allowing  as  aforesaid  advance, 
for  charges  of  transportation,  and  for  all  other  articles  of  entertainment 
refreshment  and  forage  not  exceeding  seventy  five  per  centum  advance 
on  the  prices  which  the  same  were  sold  at  in  the  same  places  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  four. 

Tenthly,  That  the  following  enumerated  articles  shall  not  be  sold  at  Bnumer- 
higher  prices  within  the  respective  States  than  are  set  down  and  affixed  Si^^*io 
to  such  articles  respectively  with  the  addition  only  for  the  stated  allow-  ^  ^^^  a* 
ance  for  land  carriage  if  any  there  shall  be ;    the  said  sums  being  esti-  prfce^  than 
mated  at  six  shillings  lawful  money  per  dollar.  flledl." 

And  whereas  the  said  sums,  as  far  as  they  respect  this  State,  con- 
verted into  lawful  money  of  New-  York  are  as  follows ;  that  is  to  say. 

Good  merchantable  wheat,  pease  and  white  beans,  thirteen  shillings  wheat, 
per  bushel.  Good  merchantable  wheat  flour  one  pound  sixteen  shil-  ElSSai 
lings  per  hundred  gross  weight.  Good  merchantable  rye  or  rye  meal  flour,  pork, 
eight  shillings  and  eight  pence  per  bushel.  Good  merchantable  Indian 
com  or  Indian  meal  six  shillings  per  bushel.  Pork,  well  fatted,  and 
weighing  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  per  hog, 
seven  pence  one  farthing  per  pound.  Pork,  well  fatted  and  weighing 
from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  pounds  per  hog,  eight 
pence  per  pound.  Pork,  well  fatted  and  weighing  more  than  two  hun- 
dred pounds  per  hog,  eight  pence  three  farthings  per  pound.  Ameri- 
can cheese  of  the  best  quality  one  shilling  per  pound.  Merchantable 
oats,  four  shillings  per  bushel.  Best  grass  fed  beef  with  hide  and  tallow 
two  pounds  six  shillings  and  eight  pence  for  every  hundred  pounds 
weight  and  so  in  proportion  for  that  of  inferior  quality.  Best  stall 
fed  beef  with  the  hide  and  tallow  three  pounds  four  shillings  for  every 
hundred  pounds  weight  and  so  in  proportion  for  that  of  inferior  qual- 
ity. Good  butter  by  the  firkin  or  cask  one  shilling  and  eight  pence 
per  pound  and  by  the  single  pound  or  small  quantity  one  shilling  and 
nine  pence  half  penny.  Raw  hides  six  pence  per  pound  and  other 
skins  in  the  proportion  of  price  they  usually  bore  to  raw  hides.  Good 
10 


74 


LAWS  OF  NEW  YORK. 


[Chap.    34 


Sales  not 
to  be 
made  at 
higher 
prloeB 
than 
herein 
fixed. 


ProTisoaB 
to  barter 
between 
neighbors. 


Persons 
havinfc  sur- 
plus must 
not  refuse 
to  sell. 


Penalty  for 
▼lolatlDg 
this  seo  - 
tlon. 


well  tanned  soal  leather  two  shillings  and  eight  pence  per  pound  ;  and 
all  kinds  of  curried  leather  in  the  proportions  of  pnce  they  usually 
bore  to  well  tanned  soal  leather.  Common  sort  of  mens  shoes  made 
of  neat  leather  sixteen  shillings  per  pair.  Mens  calf  skin  shoes  of  the 
best  quality  twenty  shillings  per  pair  ;  and  womens  and  childrens  shoes 
in  due  proportion.  Bloomery  iron  at  the  place  of  manufacture  sixty 
four  pounds  per  ton  ;  and  in  that  proportion  for  a  lesser  quantity. 
Refined  iron  at  the  place  of  manufacture  seventy  four  pounds  thirteen 
shillings  and  four  pence  per  ton,  pig  iron  at  the  place  of  manufacture 
twenty  four  pounds  per  ton.  Best  manufactured  American  steel  fit  for 
edged  tools  two  shillings  and  eight  pence  per  pound ;  and  common 
American  manufactured  steel  one  shilling  and  nine  pence  half  penny 
per  pound. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  th^  State  of  New- York  rep^ 
resented  in  Senate  dnd  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority 
of  the  same  That  no  person  or  persons  whatsoever  shall  ask  demand, 
have  receive  take  offer  give  pay  or  allow,  either  in  money  or  in 
barter  or  exchange  either  directly  or  indirectly  for  any  of  the  articles 
of  labor  or  mechanical  work,  provisions,  produce,  manufactures,  goods, 
commodities,  wares  or  merchandizes,  salt  excepted  and  also  except  as 
is  above  excepted,  or  for  refreshments  or  other  supplies  for  man  horse 
or  cattle  at  any  inn  or  inns  within  this  State,  the  respective  rates  and 
prices  whereof  have  been  severally  fixed  and  ascertained  as  aforesaid, 
any  greater  sum  or  sums,  rate  or  rates,  price  or  prices  for  the  same 
respectively  than  those  at  which  the  same  have  been  severally  and  re- 
spectively fixed  and  ascertained  as  aforesaid.  Provided  always  that 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend  to  hinder  or  prevent  bartering  or 
exchanging  between  neighbours  according  to  the  several  usages  and 
customs  in  this  State  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy  four  for  their  own  and  families'  use  and  consumption  only. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  no  person  or 
persons  having  any  greater  quantity  or  number  of  the  above  men- 
tioned enumerated  or  non  enumerated  articles,  except  as  above  ex- 
cepted, than  shall  be  sufficient  for  the  necessary  use  and  consumption 
of  himself  or  themselves  or  his  or  their  family  or  families  respectively, 
being  demanded  to  sell,  shall  refuse  to  sell  the  surplus  thereof  respect- 
ively or  any  part  thereof,  and  in  case  of  such  refusal  any  one  of 
the  judges  of  the  county  court  of  common  pleas,  or  a  justice  of  the 
peace  of  the  county,  shall  at  the  request  of  the  party  to  whom  such 
refusal  shall  be  made  determine  whether  the  cause  of  such  re- 
fusal shall  have  been  sufficient  to  justify  such  refusal  consistently 
with  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  law.  And  if  any  per- 
son or  persons  whatsoever  shall  wittingly  or  knowingly  offend  in  any 
matter  or  thing  whatsoever  against  the  tenor  or  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  law  he  she  or  they  so  offending  shall  be  subject 
to  prosecution  by  information  or  indictment  for  the  offence  and 
moreover  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  offence  treble  the  value 
or  price  as  above  rated  and  ascertained  of  every  article  which  he 
she  or  they  shall  so  sell  barter  or  exchange  or  refuse  to  sell,  or  for 
which  he  she  or  they  shall  offer  give  pay  or  allow  or  ask  or  demand 
any  greater  price  than  is  above  ascertained,  to  be  recovered  with  costs 
of  suit,  in  a  summary  way  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county 
where  the  offence  shall  have  been  committed  if  such  treble  value  shall 
not  exceed  five  pounds,  and  if  it  shall  be  greater  than  five  pounds,  in 
any  court  of  record  within  this  State  having  cogniznace  thereof,  by 
any  person  who  shall  sue  and  prosecute  for  the  same  to  his  own  use. 
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in  an  action  of  debt  by  bill  plaint  or  information ;  in  which  suit  in 
a  court  of  record  the  defendant  shall  be  held  to  bail,  as  in  actions 
of  debt  on  specialty  and  have  no  essoin,  protection  or  wager  \){  law 
nor  more  than  one  imparlance.  And  if  the  plaintif  in  any  such  suit 
or  suits  as  aforesaid  shall  become  non  suit  or  discontinue  or  withdraw 
his  suit  or  if  judgment  therein  shall  be  rendered  for  the  defendant 
that  then  and  in  every  sudi  case  the  defendant  shall  have  execution 
for  his  costs  to  be  taxed.  Provided  always  That  no  such  determina- 
tion as  aforesaid  by  any  judge  or  justice  shall  be  given  in  evidence 
or  any  such  information  or  indictment  or  in  any  such  popular  action 
as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  autliority  aforesaid   That   in    case  Id  case  of 
any  person  or  persons  whatsoever  shall  refuse  to  sell  to  any  person  or  ^^^q  ^^ 
persons  appointed  to  the  commissary  or  quarter  masters  department  JJ™' euj 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States  of  America  or  of  any  other  forces  of  army  ** 
imployed  by  the  said  United  States  or  either  of  them,  for  the  use  of  Xn"to  be 
such  forces  only,  any  of  the  articles  herein  before  rated,  that  in  such  made  to 
case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  such  commissary  or  quarter  peace^nd 
master  to  apply  to  two  of  the  nearest  justices  of  the  peace  who  are  J!?J2i°^ 
hereby  authorized  and  required  immediately  to  inquire  into  the  cause 
of  such  refusal    and  to   issue   their  warrant    under  their  hands   and 
seals   without  delay   authorizing   such  commissary  or  quarter  master 
to  take  from  such  person  or  persons  so  refusing  such  articles  the  prices 
whereof  are  hereby  respectively  rated,  as  the  said  person  or  persons  so 
refusing  shall  in  their  judgment  be  able  reasonably  to  spare  to  such 
commissary   or  quarter   master,  he   paying  therefor   at   the   price   or 
prices  hereinbefore  regulated;  provided  always  That  no  person  shall 
be  deemed  or  esteemed  as  belonging  to  the  commissary's  or  quarter 
master's  department  for  the   purposes  above  mentioned   unless  regu- 
larly appointed   thereto   and   such  appointment   be  approved   by  the 
person  administring  the  government  by  writing  under  his  hand. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  this  law,  Law  to 
unless  sooner  repealed  by  the  legislature  of  this  State,  shall  be  and  con-  ©ffect^dur- 
tinue  in  full  force  and  effect  during  the  present  war  between  the  United  i°ff  war. 
States  of  America  and  Great-Britain  and  no  longer.     Provided  always  when  law 
That  this  law  shall  not  take  effect  in  the  county  of  Dutchess  until  six  |J^*j® 
days  after  the  passing  thereof,  nor  in  the  counties  of  Ulster  and  Orange 
or  either  of  them  until  ten  days  after  the  passing  thereof,  nor  in  the 
county  of  Albany  until  twelve  days  after  the  passing  thereof  nor  in 
the  county  of  Tryon  until  sixteen  days  after  the  passing  thereof,  nor 
in  the  county  of  Charlotte  until  twenty  days  after  the  passing  thereof, 
nor  in  the  counties  of  Cumberland  and  Gloucester  or  either  of  them 
until  twenty-five  days  after  the  passing  thereof,  nor  in  the  county  of 
Westchester  until  eight  days  after  the  passing  thereof. 


CHAP.  35. 

AN  ACT  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  several  officers 
of  government  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

ASSED  the  4th  of  April,  177S. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York  represented  in  AHowanoe 
Senate  atuf  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  tJie  authority  of  the  same^  Jfi!***" 
That  there  shall  be  paid  and  allowed  to  the  several  officers  and  per- 
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sons  herein  after  named,  the  several  salaries  and  sums  of  money  herein 
after  specified,  and  the  treasurer  of  this  State  is  hereby  authorized 
and  required  to  pay  the  said  salaries  and  sums,  to  the  said  several 
officers  and  persons  respectively,  that  is  to  say. 

To  his  excellency  the  governor,  for  administring  the  government 
of  this  State  from  the  thirtieth  day  of  July  last,  to  the  first  Monday  in 
July  next,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  two  thousand  pounds  per  annum. 

To  the  honorable  Philip  Livingston^  James  Duane,  Francis  LewiSy 
Philip  Schuyler^  William  Duer  and  Gouverneur  Morris  esquires,  dele- 
gates from  this  State  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States  of  America^ 
each  the  sum  of  two  pounds  and  sixteen  shillings  per  day  for  each  and 
every  day  they  shall  respectively  attend  in  congress,  or  in  a  committee 
of  congress,  and  including  a  reasonable  number  of  days  to  be  allowed  to 
each  for  travelling  from  his  place  of  abode  to  congress,  and  from  con- 
gress to  his  place  of  abode,  agreeable  to  such  accounts  as  he  shall  pro- 
duce thereof,  to  be  auditead  and  allowed  by  the  auditor-general  of  this 
State. 

To  the  Honorable  Robert  P,  Livingston  Esq  chancellor  of  this  State 
for  his  services  in  that  station  from  the  twenty  second  day  of  May  last, 
until  the  first  Monday  in  July  next,  exclusive  of  of  the  time  intervening 
between  the  twentieth  day  of  September  and  the  seventeenth  day  of  Octo- 
ber last,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  three  hundred  pounds  per  annum. 

To  the  Honorable  John  Jay  Esq,  chief  justice  of  this  State,  for  his 
services  in  that  station  from  the  twenty  second  day  of  May  last,  until 
the  first  Monday  in  July  next,  exclusive  of  such  time  as  aforesaid,  at 
and  after  the  rate  of  three  hundred  pounds  per  annum. 

To  the  Honorable  Robert  Yates  Esq  one  of  the  puisne  justices  of 
the  supreme  court  of  this  State,  for  his  services  in  that  station  from  the 
nineteenth  day  of  June  last  until  the  first  Monday  in  July  next  exclu- 
sive of  such  time  as  aforesaid,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  two  hundred 
pounds  per  annum. 

To  the  Honorable  John  Sloss  Hobart  Esq,  one  other  of  the  puisne 
justices  of  the  supreme  court  of  this  State,  for  his  services  in  that 
station  from  the  first  day  of  Jutu  last,  until  the  fifth  Monday  in  July 
next,  exclusive  of  such  time  as  aforesaid,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  two 
hundred  pounds  per  annum. 

To  said  John  Jay^  Robert  Yates  and  John  Sloss  Hobart  Esquires, 
exclusive  of  the  above  salaries  to  them  respectively,  for  each  and  every 
day  they  shall  severally  attend  on  the  execution  of  commissions  of 
oyer  and  terminer  and  general  gaol  delivery,  in  the  several  counties, 
and  for  each  and  every  day  they  shall  be  respectively  travelling  for 
that  purpose,  each  the  sum  of  forty  shillings,  agreeable  to  such  ac- 
counts as  they  shall  severally  produce  thereof,  to  be  audited  and  allowed 
by  the  auditor-general  of  this  State, 

To  the  Honorable  John  Morin  Scott  Esq,  secretary  of  this  State, 
for  attending  the  session  of  the  legislature  for  the  purpose  of  receiv- 
ing laws,  and  for  recording  the  same,  and  for  his  services  as  clerk  to 
the  council  of  appointment,  from  the  twenty  sixth  day  of  March  in- 
stant to  the  first  Monday  in  July  next,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  sixty 
pounds  per  annum. 

To  the  several  members  of  the  senate  and  assembly  for  each  and 
every  day  they  shall  severally  attend  in  senate  or  assembly,  each  the 
sum  of  sixteen  shillings  agreeable  to  such  accounts  thereof  as  they 
shall  severally  produce,  to  be  certified  by  the  president  of  the  senate 
or  speaker  of  the  assembly  as  the  case  may  be,  and  a  Reasonable 
number  of  days  to  be  allowed  to  each  member  for  the  time  he  shall 
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have  been  travelling  from  his  place  of  abode  to  the  place  of  the  meet- 
ing of  the  legislature  and  in  returning  from  the  said  place  of  the  meeting 
of  the  legislature  to  the  said  place  of  abode.  And  the  account  of  the 
president  of  the  senate,  of  such  attendance  to  be  certified  by  the  clerk 
of  the  senate.  And  the  account  of  the  speaker  of  the  assembly  of  such 
attendance  to  be  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the  assembly. 

To  Robert  Benson  Esq  clerk  of  the  senate  for  his  services  in  that  Clerk  of 
station,  twenty  shillings  per   day,  agreeable  to  such  account    thereof  *^®®®°**®- 
as  he  shall  produce  to  be  certified  by  the  president  of  the  senate.     To 
the  said  Robert  Benson  for  sundry  sums  advanced  by  him  for  the  use 
of  the  senate  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce 
to  be  certified  by  the  president  of  the  senate. 

To  John  McKesson  Esq  clerk  of  the  assembly  for  his  services  in  cierk  of 
that  station,  twenty  shillings  per  day  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof  theaasem- 
as  he  shall  produce  to  be  certified  by  the  speaker  of  the  assembly. 

To  the  said  John  Mc'Kesson  for  sundry  sums  advanced  by  him  for 
the  use  of  the  assembly,  agreeable  to  such  account  as  he  shall  produce 
thereof  to  be  certified  by  the  speaker  of  the  assembly. 

To  Victor  Bicker  door-keeper  of  the  senate,  for  his  services  in  that  Door- 
station,  sixteen  shillings  per  day  agreeable  to  such  account  as  he  shall  ^^^^^ 
produce  thereof  to  be  certified  by  the  president  of  the  senate. 

To  Richard  Ten  Eyck  door  keeper  of  the  assembly,  for  his  services  ibid,  of  as- 
in  that  station,  sixteen  shillings  per  day,  agreeable  to  such  account  as  he  8«nibiy. 
shall  produce  thereof  to  be  certified  by  the  speaker  of  the  assembly. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the   authority   aforesaid  That    there    shall  be  Treasurer, 
allowed  unto  Gerard  Bancker  Esq  treasurer  of  this  State  for  his  services 
m  that  station  from  the  first  day  of  April  instant  to  the  first  Monday  in 
July  next  at  and  after  the  rate  of  three  hundred  pounds  per  annum. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  there  shall  Auditor- 
be  allowed  to  Comfort  Sands  Esq,  auditor-general  of  this  State,  for  his  «®neraL 
services  in  that  station  from  the  day  of  the  last  payment  of  his  salary  to 
the  first  Monday  in  July  next,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  three  hundred 
pounds  per  annum.     And  the  treasurer  of  this  State  is  hereby  authorized 
and  required  to  pay  the  same  unto  the  said  Comfort  Sands, 

To  his  excellency  the  governor   for  the  expences   of    expresses  or  Governor 
messengers  and  other  incidental  charges  which  may  arise  in  or  about  J[^  n',jj^?** 
the  administring  the  government,  such  sum  or  sums  as  he  shall  from  charges, 
time  to  time  require,    in  the   whole   not   to  exceed   the  sum  of  one 
thousand  pounds ;  and  that  his  excellency  the  governor  account  with 
the  legislature  of  this  State  for  the  expenditure  thereof. 

And    to    William   Floyd,    Comfort  Sands,   Peter    T.    Curtenius  and  commiB- 
William  Denmng  Esquires   each   the  sum  of  thirty  pounds   to   reim-  fj}^^*"  *^ 
burse  them  for  their  expences  in  attending  the  convention  of  the  com-  Haven, 
missioners  at  New-Haven  in  the  State  of   Connecticut  in  the  months  of 
January  and  February  last ;  and  the  treasurer  of  this  State  is  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  pay  the  said  sums  to  the  said  William  Floyd, 
Comfort  Sands,  Peter  T.  Curtenius  and  William  Denning  respectively. 

And  whereas  Doubts  have  arisen  whether  the  treasurer  of  this  paymenta 
State  can  out  of  the  treasury  pay  off  and  discharge  accounts  audited  **y  treas- 
by  the  auditor  general  without  any  other  warrant  for  the  purpose  : 
For  the  removal  of  such  doubts,  and  to  the  end  that  the  treasurer 
may  not  only  be  indemnified  against  such  payments,  but  also  against 
all  sums  paid  by  him  in  consequence  of  the  joint  resolutions  of  the 
senate  and  assembly  therefore, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the   People  of  tJie   State   of  New- York  represented  "it^^AMxw 
in  Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by    the  autliority  of^^^^^^ 
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the  same^  That  the  treasurer  of  this  State  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  in- 
demnified against  all  such  sums  as  he  has  paid  or  shall  pay  in  discharge 
of  any  accounts  audited  or  to  be  audited  by  the  auditor  general  of 
this  State  without  any  farther  or  other  warrant  or  warrants  to  be 
issued  to  him  for  that  purpose,  and  also  against  all  such  sums  as  he 
hath  paid  or  shall  hereafter  pay  in  consequence  of  any  joint  order  or 
resolution  of  the  senate  and  assembly  at  any  time  heretofore  passed. 


CHAP.  36. 

AN  ACT  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  the  small-pox  within  this 

State. 

Passed  the  4th  of  April,  1778. 

Pest-  JBc  it  enacted  by  the  People  0/   tJie  State  of   New- York   represented 

^oiwee  to     ,^  Senate  and.  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the    authority    of 
Ju8tiTO8  ojf  ^^  ^^^^  That  any  one  or  more  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  resident  in 
the  peaoe.  the  several  towns,  manors,  districts  and   precincts   within   this    State 
shall  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  the  publication  of  this  act 
and   from   time   to   time  thereafter  as  occasion  shall  require  appoint 
one  or  more  house  or  houses  not  exceeding  three  in  each  respective 
town  manor  district  or  precinct  as  they  shall  deem  necessary  wherein 
persons  infected  or  diseased  with  the  small-pox  shall  and  may  reside 
and  be' kept  and  attended. 
Persons  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  no  physician, 

?i)oo^ia^d  surgeon  practitioner  in  physic,  or  other  person  shall  inoculate  any  per- 
for  small-  son  or  persons  for  the  small-pox  in  any  place  or  places  within  this  State; 
^^'  and  if  any  physician  surgeon  practitioner  in  physic  or  any  person  what- 

soever shall  inoculate  any  person  or  persons  for  the  small-pox  in  any 
place  or  places  within  this  State  he  or  she  so  offending  shall  for  each 
and  every  offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  twenty-five  pounds  to  be  recovered 
in  any  court  of  record  within  this  State  having  cognizance  thereof  by  any 
person  who  will  sue  for  the  same. 
Persons  in-      That  if  any  person  shall  be  casually  taken  with  the  small-pox  in  any 
bei^wed  ^^"^^   manor   district   or  precinct   within    the  State  it  shall  and  may 
to  pest-      be  lawful  for  any  justice  of  the  county  who  is  hereby   on  complaint 
^"*®*        and  information  required  by  warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal  to  any 
one  or  more  inhabitant  of  the  neighbourhood  having  had  the  small-pox 
and  who  is  and  are  hereby  required  to  execute  the  same  to  cause  such 
person  to  be  removed  to  one  of  the  said  houses  in  the  town  manor 
district  or  precinct  appointed   to   receive  persons  infected   with    the 
small-pox. 
Gases  In  That  if  by  reason  that  any  troops  shall  march  or  be  quartered  in  or 

tice^of^"^  through  that  neighbourhood  or  by  reason  of  any  other  cause  or  con- 
pewe  may  tingency   any  house  so  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid  should  become 
polntment  inconvenient  or  improper  for  the  purpose  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
peraons  ro-  ^^^  ^^Y  justice  of  the  peace  to  revoke  such  appointment  and  cause  the 
moved.       several  persons  (by  warrants  as  aforesaid  in  the  said  house  infected  or 
diseased  with  the  small-pox  to  be  removed  to  such  other  house  or  houses 
which  he  shall  thereupon  appoint  for  the  purpose  as  to  the  said  justice 
shall  appear  necessary  and  proper. 
Consent  of      Provided  nevertheless  That  no  house  shall  be  appointed  as  aforesaid, 
quired .*^^  without  the  consent  of  the  owner  thereof. 

And  this  act  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  December 
next  and  no  longer. 
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CHAP.  37. 

AN  ACT  to  remove  doubts  concerning  the  powers  of  the  last 
convention  and  council  of  safety  of  this  State  and  to  indem- 
niiy  those  who  have  acted  under  their  authority  respectively. 

Passed  the  9th  of  June,  1778. 

Whereas  the  legislature  of  this  State  at  their  late  sessions  at  Kings-  Preamble. 
tm  were  prevented  from  proceeding  on  business,  by  reason  that  many 
of  their  members  (officers  in  the  militia)  were  called  into  actual  ser- 
vice on  the  irruption  of  the  enemy  into  this  State,  in  which  conjunc- 
ture the  members  of  the  senate  and  assembly  then  present  did  form 
themselves  into  a  convention  and  appointed  a  council  of  safety  out  of 
their  number  with  like  powers  as  former  conventions  and  councils  of 
safety  of  this  State  did  heretofore  exercise,  and  to  continue  so  long  as 
the  necessities  of  the  State  should  require  ;  which  appointment  of  the 
said  convention  and  council  of  safety  at  that  time  was  absolutely 
necessary,  and  the  orders,  recommendations  and  resolutions  by  them 
from  time  to  time  made  have  been  found  greatly  beneficial  to  this 
State.  And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen  in  the  minds  of  some  of  the 
good  people  of  this  State,  concerning  the  powers  of  the  said  conven- 
tion and  council  of  safety  notwithstanding  the  absolute  necessity  of 
such  appointment,  there  being  no  provision  made  for  that  purpose  in 
the  constitution  of  this  State. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New-York  rep-  Orders 
resented  in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  resolu- 
the  samey  That  all  and  every  order  and  resolution  of  the  said  conven-  t«on«  oon- 
tion  or  council  of  safety,  except  such  of  their  said  orders  and  resolu- 
tions as  by  the  legislature  of  this  State  have  heretofore  been  confirmed 
or  repealed,  be  and  they  are  hereby  ratified  and  confirmed  and  declared 
to  be  good  and  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  several  members  Membere 
of  the  said  convention  or  council  of  safety,  and  that  all  and  every  person  2tc^^"°^*^ 
and  persons  whatsoever  having  acted  under  the  authority  of  the  said  Iii5®™°*" 
convention  or  council  of  safety,  or  who  hereafter  shall  act  in  pursuance 
of  such  of  their  said  orders  or  resolutions  which  have  not  as  yet  had 
their  full  operation  and  effect,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  indemnified  and 
saved  harmless  against  all  suits  actions  and  prosecutions  whatsoever,  for 
or  by  reason  of  the  premises. 


CHAP.  38. 

AN  ACT  to  appoint  a  commissioner  to  take  the  superintendence 
of  such  poor  as  were  removed  out  of  the  city  of  New  York 
into  Dutchess  county  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned. 

Passed  the  29th  of  June,  1778. 

Whereas  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  council  of  safety  of  Preamble, 
this  State  for  superintending  the  poor  removed  from  New-York  into 
Dutchess  county  decline  to  serve  any  longer. 
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Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York  rep- 
resented in  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  Dirck  Brinckerhojf  junr.  be  and  hereby  is  appointed 
commissioner  to  take  the  care  and  superintendence  of  such  poor  as 
were  removed  out  of  the  city  of  New-  York  into  Dutchess  county,  with 
full  power  and  authority  to  do  and  perform  every  act  matter  and 
fhing  required  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  a  resolution  p^^sed 
by  the  convention  of  this  State  on  the  eighth  day  of  May  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven. 

And  whereas  the  commissioners  for  superintending  the  poor  who 
were  removed  into  the  counties  of  Dutchess  Westchester  and  Ulstery 
may  have  expended  the  monies  by  them  respectively  drawn  from  the 
treasury  of  this  State  for  the  maintenance  and  support  of  the  said 
poor. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  on  application  of  the 
commissioners  for  superintending  the  said  poor,  in  either  of  the  said 
counties  of  Ulster  Dutchess  or  Westchester  for  that  purpose,  the  treasurer 
of  this  State  pay  to  the  commissioners  in  each  of  the  said  counties  re- 
spectively a  sum  not  exceeding  six  hundred  pounds  to  be  by  such  com- 
missioners in  each  of  the  said  counties  respectively  accounled  for  to 
this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  said  com- 
missioner herein  named  in  the  county  of  Dutchess  shall  be  allowed  and 
the  commissioners  in  the  counties  of  Ulster  and  West  Chester  shall  be 
also  allowed  for  such  services  as  they  shall  perform  after  the  passing  of 
this  act,  each  the  sum  of  sixteen  shillings  for  each  and  every  day  they 
shall  severally  be  actually  employed  in  the  execution  of  the  business 
hereby  committed  to  them. 


CHAP.  39. 

AN  ACT  for  enabling  the  inhabitants  in  the  eastern  district  of 
this  State  to  elect  a  senator  representatives  in  assembly,  super- 
visors assessors  and  other  town  officers,  notwithstanding  the 
several  annual  days  for  electing  these  officers  have  elapsed,  and 
providing  a  temporary  representation  for  the  southern  district 
of  this  State. 

Passed  29th  of  June,  1778. 

Preamble.  WHEREAS  the  inhabitants  in  the  eastern  district  of  this  State  did 
omit  to  elect  a  senator  for  the  said  district  representatives  in  assem- 
bly for  the  several  counties,  and  supervisors  assessors  and  other  town 
officers  for  the  several  towns  districts  and  precincts,  within  the  same,  on 
the  several  annual  days  for  that  purpose  by  law  appointed;  to  the  end 
therefore  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  eastern  district,  may  be  en- 
abled to  elect  a  senator  for  the  said  eastern  district,  in  the  stead  of  the 
senator  whose  seat  will  become  vacant  in  the  present  year  by  rotation, 
and  representatives  in  assembly  for  the  several  counties,  and  supervisors 
assessors  and  other  town  officers  for  the  several  towns,  districts  and  pre- 
cincts within  the  same,  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New-York  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  sev- 
eral towns  districts  and  precincts  in  the  eastern  district  of  this  State, 
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to  meet  in  the  respective  towns  precincts  and  districts  at  the  usual  jeero  of^ 
places  of  town  meeting  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  August  next,  and  then  *  ^^^' 
and  there  by  plurality  of  voices,  to  elect  supervisors  and  assessors,  for 
their  respective  towns  districts  and  precincts,  agreable  to  the  direction 
of  the  act  for  increasing  the  number  of  assessors  within  this  State;  and 
also  then  and  there  to  elect  overseers  of  the  poor  and  highways,  and 
other  town  officers. 

Andb€  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and  Eaootlon 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  eastern  district  to  and^repe^ 
hold  elections  in  the  several  towns  precincts  and  districts  on  the  second  sentatfvea 
tuesday  in  September  next  for  electing  a  senator  for  the  said  eastern  dis-  biy. 
trict,  and  representatives  in  assembly  for  the  several  counties  within  the 
same,  agreable  to  the  directions  of  the  act  for  regulating  elections  within 
this  State. 

And  whereas  it  is  possible  that  from  unforeseen  accidents,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  said  several  counties  may  not  proceed  to  elect  representa- 
tives in  assembly  on  the  day  for  that  purpose  herein  before  assigned. 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  in  case  in  case 
elections  for  representatives  in  assembly  should  not  be  held  in  the  several  n^*?id' 
counties  in   the  said  eastern  district  on  the  said  second  Tuesday  in  on  day  ap- 
SepUmber  that  in  such  case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  re-  Shi?itoto 
spective  sherifs  of  the  said  counties  by  notice  under  their  hands  respect-  appoint 

•1  i/vt«  t  t  •  1  •!    day  and 

ively,  to  be  affixed  m  at  least  ten  places  m  each  county,  to  assign  such  jfive  no- 
other  day  for  holding  elections  for  representatives  in  assembly,  for  such  '*^- 
of  the  said  counties  wherein  elections  for  that  purpose  shall  not  have 
been  held  on  the  said  second  Tuesday  in  September^  as  the  said  sherifs 
shall  severally  deem  most  convenient. 

And  be  itfurtJier  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  if  any  of  the  Ibid. 
towns  districts  or  precincts  within  the  said  eastern  district  shall  omit  to 
elect  supervisors  and  assessors  on  the  said  last  Tuesday  in  Augusty  that 
then  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  sherif  of  the  county  by 
writing  under  his  hand  to  nominate  and  appoint  in  such  town  district 
or  precinct  so  omitting  to  elect  supervisors  and  assessors  not  not  more 
than  five  nor  less  than  three  persons  to  be  inspectors  of  the  elections  to 
be  held  in  consequence  of  this  act,  in  such  town  district  or  precinct  for 
a  senator  for  the  said  district,  and  representatives  in  assembly,  or  repre- 
sentatives in  assembly  only,  as  the  case  may  be. 

And  whereas  the  law  has  made  no  provision  for  electing  senators 
and  members  of  assembly  for  the  southern  district  but  on  the  anni- 
versary day  appointed  for  the  purpose  throughout  this  State,  and  that 
district  may  be  abandoned  by  the  enemy  before  the  next  anniversary 
day  of  election,  in  which  case  the  electors  of  that  district  will  not  be  able 
to  have  a  representation  in  the  legislature  in  conformity  to  the  Consti- 
tntion  of  this  State  ; 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  in  case  the  said  Inoaaeter- 
event  shall  take  place  elections  shall  be  held  throughout  the  said  dis-  ?iSIed  is 
trict  in  the  manner  following  to  wit ;  the  person  administring  the  gov-  abandoned 
emment  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  shall  within  thirty  days  there-  governor 
after  issue  his  warrants  to    the   several  sherifs   in  the  said  southern  ^amnu 
district  commanding  them  severally  and  respectively  to  hold  elections  to  J^eriffs 
for  the  purposes  aioresaid,  who    shall  after  fifteen  days  notification  election, 
thereof  in  the  manner  accustomed  before  the  establishment  of  the  said 
Constitution  hold  courts  of  elections  for  representatives  in  senate  and 
assembly  in  manner  heretofore  and  before  this  State  became  an  inde- 
pendent State,  accustomed,  for  the  elections  of  representatives  in  gen- 
eral assembly,  and  make  returns  thereof  to  the  senate  and  assembly 
II 
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ProviBo      respectively  in  the  then  next  session  of  the  legislature.     Provided  also 
ohMter      That  nothing  herein  contained   shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  the 
county,      county  of  Westchester  as  far  as  respects   the  election  of  representa- 
tives in  assembly. 


CHAP.  40. 

AN  ACT  to  expedite  the  payment  of  debts  due  to  this  State* 

Passed  the  29th  of  June,  1778. 

Preamble.      WHEREAS  great  sums  of  money  have  at  different  times  been  paid 
out  of  the  treasury  of  this  State  to  divers  persons  for  various  purposes, 
a  very  considerable  part  of  which  still  remains  unaccounted  for,  and 
large  sums  of  money  otherwise  due  to  the  same  have  long  remained 
unpaid. 
PenoDflin-      Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the   State  of   New- York   represented 
iSSe  to^   /«  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by   the  authority  of 
have  ao-     the  samCy  That  all  persons  who  have  received  money  from  the  treasury 
aminSi**"  of  the  State  for  public  uses  or  who  now  stand  indebted  to  the  same  on 
"lie^Day-  ^"^  account  whatever  do  within  six  months,  to  be  computed  from  the 
mente        day  of  the  passing  of  this  act,  cause  their  accounts  to  be  examined  and 
months!*^  liquidated  by  the  auditor-general  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  and 
pay  whatever  ballances  or  sums  of  money  they  now  respectively  owe 
to  this  State  into  the  treasury  of  the  same.- 
Interest  to      And   be    it  further   enacted  by  the   authority   aforesaid    That     all 
if^paySSS  Sums  of  money  whatever  now  due  to  this  State  from  any  person  or 
is  not  made  persons  whatsoever  (the  congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  only 
Sne  taed.  excepted)  and  which  shall  not  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  same 
within  six  months  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  and  hereby  are  charged  with 
the  payment  of  interest    at  the  rate  of    fifteen    pounds   a  year   for 
every  hundred  pounds  now  due  and  then  unpaid ;  which  interest  shall 
be  computed  from  the  expiration  of  the  said  six  months  to  the  day  on 
which  the  principal  sums  respectively  shall  be  thereafter  paid.     Pro- 
Act  not  to  vided  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend  to  debts  due   on 
foM^mort-  loa^  o^  monies  from  the  colony  of  New-  York^  and  secured  by  mort- 
gages,       gages  on  lands  to  the  loan  officers  of  any  of  the  cities  and  counties 
within  this  State. 


CHAP.  41. 

AN  ACT  for  providing  the  continental  battalions  raised  under 
the  direction  of  this  State,  with  accoutrements. 

Passed  the  29th  of  June»  1778. 

In  compliance  with  a  recommendation  contained  in  a  resolution  of 

the  honorable  the  congress   of  the  United  States  of  America  for  that 

purpose 

Commis-        Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the   State  of  New-York   represented 

procfure*^    ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  Assembly,    and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 

accoutre-    the  same  That  Peter  T,  Curtenius  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  appointed 

ments.eto.  ^  commissioner  to  get  made  with  all  possible  dispatch  one  thousand 

compleat  setts  of  accoutrements,  and  one  thousand  bayonet  sheaths 
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for  the  use  of  the  five  continental  battalions  raised  under  the  direction 
of  this  State;  the  cartouch  boxes  to  be  made  to  hold  twenty  nine 
rounds  of  cartridges  when  made  up  with  ounce  balls,  and  the  cover 
of  good  substantial  leather,  with  a  small  cover  or  flap  under  it,  that 
the  ammunition  may  be  most  effectually  guarded  against  rain.  But  in 
case  the  said  commissioner  can  with  more  ease  procure  tin  than 
leather,  instead  of  cartouch  boxes  he  may  get  made  an  equal  number 
ol  tin  cartouch  cannisters,  agreable  to  a  pattern  or  discription  to  be 
sent  by  the  continental  board  of  war.  But  if  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
leather  or  tin  cannot  be  procured  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  the  said 
commissioner  instead  of  leather  may  cause  .the  said  cartouch  boxes 
to  be  covered  with  painted  canvas,  or  other  cloth  sufficient  to  guard 
the  ammunition  against  rain. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^   That  the  said  Same  to  be 
commissioner  shall  transport  the  said  accoutrements  and  bayonet  sheaths  ^^^^ 
to  the  said  troops  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  colonel  or  commanding  troops. 
officer  of  each  of  the  said  battalions  in  equal  proportions,  taking  receipts 
for  the  same. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall  and  may  Commis- 
be  lawful  for  the  said  commissioner  from  time  to  time  to  draw  from  dniw'on*^ 
the  treasury  of  this  State  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  treaaury 
for  the  providing  and  transporting  the  said  accoutrements  and  bayonet  necesBaiy 
sheaths  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  the  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds,      nioooy- 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  said  commissioner  AUowaDoe 
shall  be  allowed  by  the  legislature  of  this  State  such  sum  of  money  as  ^\^S^ 
may  be  adequate  for  his  services  in  procuring  and  sending  forward  to 
the  said  troops  the  said  accoutrements  and  bayonet  sheaths. 


CHAP.  42. 

AN  ACT  for  suspending  an  act  to  regulate  the  wages  of 
mechanicks  and  labourers,  the  prices  of  goods  and  commodi- 
ties and  the  charges  of  innholders  within  this  State,  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  29th  of  June,  1778. 

Whereas  the  honorable  thf  congress  of  the  United  %X,zX.^%oi  America  Preamble, 
did  by  resolution  passed  the  fourth  day  of  fune  in  this  present  year, 
reciting  that  by  a  change  of  circumstances  in  the  commerce  of  these 
States  the  regulation  of  prices  by  them  lately  recommended  might  be 
unnecessary,  and  the  measure  not  being  yet  adopted  by  all  the  States, 
did  recommend  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  States  that  had  adopted 
it,  to  suspend  or  repeal  their  laws  for  that  purpose.  In  compliance 
therefore  with  the  said  recommendation, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York  represented  in  Act  to  reg- 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same  ^^Ji^ 
That  a  certain  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  State  entitled  *  An  Act  to  etc..  bub- 
re^ulate  the  wages  of  mechanicks  and  labourers^  the  prices  of  goods  and  P*°**®"* 
(ommoditieSy  and  the  charges  of  innholders  within  this   State^  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  sus- 
pended until  twenty  days  after  the  first  meeting  of  the  legislature  of 
thb  State  after  the  first  Monday  in  fuly  next. 
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CHAP.  43. 

AN  ACT  to  exempt  and  disqualify  all  deserters  from  the  enemy, 
not  subjects  of  any  of  the  United  States,  from  serving  in  the 
militia  of  this  State. 

Passed  the  29th  of  June,  1778. 

In  compliance  with  the  recommendation  contained  in  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  honorable  the  congress  of  the  United  States  of  America 
passed  for  that  purpose 
Deserters  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York  represented  in 
enemy  dls^  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 
auaiifled  ^  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  all  persons  not  subjects  of 
inff  In  mil-  any  of  the  Upited  States  who  having  during  the  present  war  deserted,  or 
*'**•  shall  hereafter  desert  from  the  British  army  or  navy  shall  be  and  are 

hereby  declared  to  be  exempted  and  disqualified  during  the  present 
war,  from  serving  in  the  militia  of  this  State,  or  in  any  drafts  or  de- 
tachments from  the  same,  either  personally  for  themselves  or  as  substi- 
tutes for  others. 
Contracts        -^^^  ^^  ^^  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  con- 
with  de-     tracts  and  agreements  made  or  to  be  made  with  any  such  deserter  as 
serve"  ^    aforesaid,  or  with  any  prisoner  of  war  to  serve  as  a  substitute  in  the 
Glared  void,  militia  of  this  State,  or  in  any  draft  or  detachment  from  the  same, 

shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  declared  to  be  null  and  void. 

Deserter         Provided  nevertheless  That  every  such  deserter  and  prisoner  of  war 

money  re^  shall  and  may  retain  and  appropriate  to  his  own  use  all  monies  by  him 


money  re-   snail  ana  may  rciam  a.nu  appropriate  10  ni 
ceived.       received  upon  such  contract  or  agreement. 


CHAP.  44. 

AN  ACT  for  advancing  to  the  several  persons  the  several  sums 
therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  30th  of  June,  1778. 

Treasurer        Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York  represented  in 
^^^ce  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
Peter  T.      That  the  treasurer  of  this  State  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized 
Curtenius.  ^^^  required  out  of  the  monies  which  shall  then  be  in  the  Treasury  to 
pay  unto  Peter  T,  Curtenius  esquire  commissary  to  purchase  clothing 
for  this  State,  when  he  shall  demand  the  same  the  sum  of  five  thou- 
sand pounds,  to  be  expended  and  applied  by  him  in  the  execution,  of 
the  business  committed  to  him  as  commissary  as  aforesaid. 
To  pay  ^^^   ^^   ^^  further  enacted   by    the   authority   aforesaid    That    the 

Davw^r-  treasurer  of  this  State  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
®  '  quired  out  of  the  monies  which  shall  then  be  in  the  treasury  to  pay  to 
David  Currie  esquire  commissary  for  supplying  the  troops  of  this 
State  with  such  articles  as  are  not  allowed  to  tiiera  by  the  commissary- 
general,  when  he  shall  demand  the  same,  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
pounds  to  be  expended  and  applied  by  him  in  the  execution  of  the 
business  committed  to  him  as  commissary  as  aforesaid. 


Chap.  45.]  FIRST  SESSION.  85 

And  be  it  further   enacted   by  the  authority    aforesaid   That    the  To  pay 
treasurer  of  this  State  pay  out  of  any  of  the  monies  in  the   treasury  ^n°8um®"" 
thereof  unto  Mr.  Henry  Benson  the  sum  of  twenty  two  pounds  thir-  named, 
teen  shillings  and  six  pence  for  public  services  done  by  him  and  take 
Ms  receipt  for  the  same  on  his  account  thereof. 


CHAP.  45. 

AN  ACT  for  supplying  the  families  of  the  persons  belonging  to 
the  five  Battalions  of  continental  troops  raised  under  the 
direction  of  this  State  and  who  have  engaged  in  the  same  for 
three  years  or  during  the  war  with  the  necessaries  of  life  at 
moderate  prices. 

Passed  the  30th  of  June,  1778. 

Whereas  the  increase  of  the  prices  of  all  kinds  of  provisions  renders  Preamble^ 
it  diflftcult  for  the  persons  belonging  to  the  said  battalions  to  maintain 
their  families  on  the  present  establishment  of  their  pay. 

And  whereas  those  who  have  been  detached  from  the  militia  of  this 
State  to  fill  up  the  said  battalions  have  received  large  bounties,  whereby 
they  have  been  enabled  to  make  comfortable  provision  for  their  families 
during  their  short  services;  and  justice  and  sound  policy  requires  that 
some  adequate  supply  be  furnished  to  the  families  of  those  who  have 
engaged  or  shall  engage  in  the  public  service  in  the  said  five  conti- 
nental battalions  for  three  years  or  during  the  war. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New-York  repre-  Necessaries 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  ^  ^^^mt- 
the  same^  That  the  justices  of  the  peace  or  the  major  part  of  them  nished 
within    every    city  borough   town,   precinct    district   and   manor   re-  p©reon^in' 
spectively  within  this  State  be  and   they  are  hereby  authorized  and  service  at 
required  to  supply  the  families  of  those  persons  who  are  or  shall  be  Sa^i.  • 
engaged  in  the  said  five  battalions  respectively  for  three  years  or  dur- 
fflg  the   war   with  such  quantities  of  the  necessaries   of   life  herein 
after  mentioned  and  at  the  prices  herein  after  specified,  as  the  said  justices 
of  the  peace  shall  judge  sufficient  for  their  support  respectively,  that 
is  to  say,  wheat  at  seven  shillings  per  bushel,  fresh  beef  at  three  pence 
per  pound,  fresh  pork  at  four  pence  per  pound,  salt  beef  at  four  pence 
per  pound,  salt  pork  at  six  pence  per  pound,  and  smaller  meats  in  the  like 
proportion  of  price  ;  the  said  justices  of  the  peace  receiving  pay  for 
such  supplies  at  the  aforesaid  rates  at  the  respective  times  of  delivery 
of  the  same,  and  taking  receipts  for  the  said  supplies ;  and  that  the  said  Accounts 
justices  of  the  peace  shall  transmit  their  accounts  respectively  on  oath  ^.^®-J**^®* 
with  the  said  receipts  to  the  auditor-general  to  be  audited  by  him ;  and  auditor-^ 
upon  such  audit  the  treasurer  of  this  State  is  hereby  authorized  and  k«°«'**- 
required  to  pay  the  same ;  deducting  thereout  the  amount  of  the  sev- 
eral supplies  specified  in  such  accounts  at  the  several  rates  at  which 
they  are  herein  above  respectively  rated. 
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CHAP.  40. 


Preamble. 
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maybe 
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AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  regulating  the 
militia  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Passed  the  30th  of  June,  1778. 

Whereas  by  the  said  act  it  is  enacted  that  there  shall  be  one  briga- 
dier general  for  the  county  of  Tryon,  one  for  'the  county  of  Albany 
one  for  the  counties  of  Gloucester  and  Cumberland^  one  for  the  county 
of  Charlotte^  one  for  the  county  of  Dutchess^  one  for  the  county  of  Ulster y 
one  for  the  county  of  Orange^  one  for  the  county  of  Westchester^  one 
for  the  city  and  county  of  New-  Yorky  one  for  the  counties  of  KingSy 
Queens  and  Richmondy  and  one  for  the  county  of  Suffolk  —  and  that  the 
person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being 
by  and  with  the  consent  and  advice  of  the  council  of  appointment  may 
appoint  colonels  commandant  instead  of  brigadiers  general  in  such  of 
the  said  brigades  as  the  said  person  administring  the  government  and 
council  of  appointment  shall  deem  necessary  and  expedient.  And 
whereas  the  militia  of  the  respective  brigades  or  of  some  of  them  may 
become  or  be  too  numerous  for  one  brigade. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York  represented 
in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  encuted  by  the  authority  of  the  samCy 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  person  administring  the  govern- 
ment of  this  State  for  the  time  being  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  council  of  appointment,  when  and  as  often  as  such  case 
shall  happen  to  divide  such  brigade  and  appoint  a  colonel  comman- 
dant to  the  command  of  one  division  thereof ;  which  colonel  comman- 
dant shall  have  the  like  command  in  his  division  with  brigadiers  general 
in  their  brigades,  and  when  in  the  field  shall  take  rank  of  all  colonels 
or  other  officers  commanding  regiments;  And  if  any  person  so  to  be 
appointed  a  colonel  commandant  shquld  be  a  colonel  of  the  militia  he 
shall  still  continue  in  the  command  of  his  regiment. 

That  each  colonel  commandant  so  to  be  appointed  shall  have  one 
major  brigade  of  his  own  choice  who  shall  rank  as  major  in  the  militia. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  com- 
missioner of  military  stores  of  this  State  do  on  application  of  any  or 
either  of  the  colonels  or  commanding  officers  of  regiments  of  the  militia 
of  this  State  by  a  draft  in'  writing  on  the  said  commissioner  in  favor  of 
the  quarter-master  of  the  regiment,  •  backed  with  a  warrant  from  the 
person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being, 
furnish  su9h  quarter-master  or  quarter-masters  with  such  quantities  of 
ammunition  made  up  in  cartridges  for  the  said  regiment  as  shall  be 
directed  by  the  said  warrant;  the  said  quarter-master  paying  for  the 
same  the  first  cost  thereof  and  the  expence  of  making  up  the  same; 
which  monies  the  said  commissioners  shall  from  time  to  time  lay  out 
again  in  the  purchase  of  ammunition. 
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CHAP.  4T. 

AN  ACT  more  effectually  to  prevent  the  mischiefs  arising  from 
the  example  and  influence  of  persons  of  equivocal  and  sus- 
pected characters  in  this  State. 

Passed  the  30th  of  June,  1778. 

Whereas  certain  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  have  during  the  preamble, 
course  of  the  present  cruel  war,  waged  by  the  king  and  parliament  of 
Great-Britain  against  the  people  of  these  States,  affected  to  maintain  a 
neutrality  which  there  is  reason  to  suspect  was  in  many  instances  dic- 
tated by  a  poverty  of  spirit  and  an  undue  attachment  to  property.  And 
whereas  divers  of  the  said  persons,  some  of  whom  advocated  the  Ameri- 
can cause  till  it  became  serious,  have  notwithstanding  the  forbearance 
of  their  countr3nnaen  and  contrary  to  the  faith  pledged  by  their  paroles, 
ungratefully  and  insiduously  from  time  to  time  by  artful  misrepresenta- 
tions and  a  subtle  dissemination  of  doctrines  fears  and  apprehensions 
false  in  themselves  and  injurious  to  the  American  cause,  seduced  certain 
weak  minded  persons  from  the  duties  they  owed  their  country.  And 
whereas  the  welfare  of  this  State  loudly  demands  that  some  decisive 
measures  be  taken  with  respect  to  the  said  persons,  and  it  being  repug- 
nant to  justice  as  well  as  good  policy  that  men  should  be  permitted  to 
shelter  themselves  under  a  government  which  they  not  only  refused  to 
assist  in  rearing,  but  which  some  of  them  daily  endeavour  to  under- 
mine and  subvert  And  whereas  such  few  of  the  said  persons  as  may 
have  been  led  to  take  a  neutral  part  by  conscientious  doubts  and  scruples, 
have  had  more  than  sufficient  time  to  consider  and  det-ermine  the  same 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  oommls- 
Senate  and  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same  ^^n^^^ 
That  the  commissioners  appointed  for  inquiring  into  detecting  and  de-  into  con- 
feating  all  conspiracies  which  may  be  formed  in  this  State  against  the  a8*Sn*irtOT 
liberties  of  America  or  any  three  of  them  be  and  they  hereby  are  author-  oaths  to 
ized  and   strictly  charged  and  required  to  cause  all  such  persons  of  SaSed! 
neutral  and  equivocal  characters  in  this  State  whom  they  shall  think 
have  influence  sufficient  to  do  mischief  in  it,  to  come  before  them  and 
to  administer  t6  the  said  persons  respectively  the  following  oath  (or  if  of 
the  people  called  Quakers)  affirmation  viz 

"  I A  B  do  solemnly  and  without  any  mental  reservation  or  equivo-  porm  of 
cation  whatever,  swear  and  call  God  to  witness  (or  if  of  the  people  <^***** 
called  Quakers)  affirm  that  I  do  believe  and  acknowledge  the  State  of 
New  York  to  be  of  right  a  free  and  independent  State.  And  that  no 
authority  or  power  can  of  right  be  exercised  in  or  over  the  said  State, 
but  what  is  or  shall  be  granted  by  or  derived  from  the  people  thereof. 
And  further  that  as  a  good  subject  of  the  said  free  and  independent 
State  of  New  York,  I  will  to  the  best  of ^  my  knowledge  and  ability 
faithfully  do  my  duty.  And  as  I  shall  keep  or  disregard  this  oath,  so  help 
anddeal  with  me  Almighty  God." 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  on  the  Persons 
said  oath  or  affirmation  being  so  tendered,  the  said  person  or  persons  SkflSfh*^ 
shall  refuse  to  take  the  same,  the  said  commissioners  do  forthwith  re-  to  be  re- 
move the   said  person  or  persons  so  refusing  to  any  place  within  the  "p®^®^- 
enemy's  lines,  and  by  writing  under  their  hands  and  seals  certify  the 
names  of  such  person  or  persons  to  the  secretary  of  this  State,  who  is 
hereby  required  to  record  and  file  the  said  certificates. 
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^**°Sdf        ^^  ^^  ^^  further   enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  if  any 
pereops  %o  of  the  said  neutrals  shall  abscond  or  absent  himself  with  an  apparent 


pub- 


lished. 


view  to  avoid  the  force  of  this  act,  the  said  commissioners  shall  by  no- 
tice published  in  one  or  more  of  the  news  papers  of  this  State,  de- 
mand of  the  said  person  or  persons  so  absconding  or^bsenting,  to  appear 
before  them  at  such  place  in  this  State  and  at  such  time  not  exceeding 
twenty-one  days  from  the  time  of  such  publication,  as  they  shall  as- 
sign. And  further  that  default  in  such  appearance  shall  be  adjudged 
to  amount  to,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  refusal  to  take  the  said 
oath  or  affirmation. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  -by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  if  any 
of  the  persons  removed  to  places  within  the  enemys  lines  by  the  said 
commissioners  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  or  who  having  as  aforesaid 
absconded  or  absented  shall  not  on  notice  as  aforesaid  appear  before 
the  said  commissioners  and  take  the  oath  or  affirmation  aforesaid,  shall 
thereafter  be  found  in  any  part  of  this  State,  such  person  or  persons  so 
found  shall  on  conviction  thereof  be  adjudged  guilty  of  misprision  of 
treason. 

And  to  the  end  that  this  State  may  be  in  some  measure  compensated 
for  the  injuries  it  has  sustained  by  the  evil  example  or  practices  of  the 
said  neutrals,  and  that  others  may  be  deterred  on  similar  occasions  from 
acting  a  part  so  unmanly  and  ignominious, 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  lands  held 
sons  (S^be  i^  this  State  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  June  instant  in  fee  simple  or 
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fee  tail,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  acquired  by  or  devised  granted  or 
descend  to  any  of  the  persons  who  shall  refuse  to  take  the  aforesaid 
oath  or  affirmation  when  called  upon  by  the  said  commissioners,  shall 
forever  thereafter  be  charged  with  double  taxes  in  whosesoever  hands 
the  said  lands  may  hereafter  be. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the 
said  commissioners  previous  to  the  removal  of  the  said  several  persons 
within  the  enemys  lines  shall  from  time  to  time  notify  the  person  ad- 
ministring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  of  the  sev- 
eral persons  so  to  be  removed  who  is  hereby  authorized  to  detain  and 
confine  such  of  the  said  persons  as  he  shall  thnk  proper  for  the  pur- 
pose of  exchanging  them  for  any  of  the  subjects  of  this  State  in  the 
power  of  the  enemy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidylYizX  the  per- 

thi8*a^to  son  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  be 

^speemiy  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  do  his  best  endeavours  that  this  act  be 

fully  and  speedily  carried  into  execution  and;  all  magistrates   sherifs 

and  constables  are  required  to  be  aiding  therein. 
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PASSED  IN  THS 


SECOND  SESSION    OF    THE  SENATE  AND  ASSEMBLY  OF  THE  SAID 

STATE,    BEGINNING     THE     FIBST     DAT     OF     OCTOBER, 

1778,  Airo  CONTINUED    BY  ADJOnRNMENT& 


CHAP.  1. 

AN  ACT  to  enable  the  mayor  aldermen  and  commonalty  of  the 
city  of  Albany  to  order  the  raising  of  a  sum  not  exceeding 
four  hundred  pounds  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  17th  of  October,  1778. 

Whereas  the  establiishing  of  a  regular  well  constituted  night  watch  preamble, 
within  the  city  of  Albany  has  been  found  necessary  for  the  safety  of  its 
inhabitants  and  others. 

Bf  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  rep-  Mayor, 
resented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  f^*F^^ 
the  same  That  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  commonalty  of  the  city  of  ^^ 
Albany  shall  have  full  power  and  authority,  at  such  time  as  they  shall 
think  convenient,  to  order  a  tax  not  exceeding  four  hundred  pounds 
upon  all  the  estates,  real  and  personal,  of  all  the  freeholders  inhabitants 
and  residents  living  in  that  part  of  the  said  city  which  lies  within  half  a 
mile  of  Hudson's  river  and  to  the  north  of  a  west  line  drawn  from  the 
old  fort,  for  the  pajnment  of  so  many  watchmen,  not  exceeding  forty,  as 
the  mayor,  aldermen  and  commonalty  of   the  said  city   in  common 
council    convened  shall  think  necessary  for   guarding  the  said  city; 
which  tax  shall  be  rated  and  assessed  by  the  assessors  of  the  said  city; 
they  having  regarji  to  the  estate  and  ability  of  the  said  several  persons, 
to  be  taxed. 

And  be  it  further  encuted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the   as-  Doty  of 
sessors,  as  soon  as  they  shall  have  compleated  the  assessments,  shall  JS^Stum 
return  a  list  of  the  same  to  the  mayor  aldermen  and  commonalty  of  the  iiatand 
12 
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mayor,  said  City,  who  shall  annex  thereto  a  warrant  or  warrants,  under  the  seal 
uwie  tax  of  the  said  city,  to  be  directed  to  the  collector  or  collectors  of  the  said  city 
oouScUon.  coJ^™aiiding  him  or  them  without  delay  to  collect  the  sums  so  assessed  and 
etc.  in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal  of  any  person  or  persons  to  pay  the  sum  or 

sums  at  which  he,  she  or  they  shall  be  so  assessed  as  aforesaid  to  levy 
the  same  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  person  or 
persons  so  neglecting  or  refusing,  and  to  pay  the  monies  so  to  be  col- 
lected into  the  hands  of  the  chamberlain  of  the  said  city  (retaining 
three  pence  in  the  pound  for  their  trouble  in  collecting  the -same)  to  be 
by  themf  the  said  mayor,  aldermen  and  commonalty  from  time  to  time 
applied  to  the  purposes  aforesaid. 
Watchman      And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  such 
cSde?of     persons  as  shall  be  employed  to  watch  and  guard  the  said  city  shall  be 
mayor,       under  the  direction  of  and  obey  such  orders  as  they  shall  from  time  to 
®^'  time  receive  respecting  the  premises,  from  the  mayor,  aldermen  and 

commonalty  of  the  said  city. 


CHAP.  2. 

AN  ACT  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  wages 
of  mechanicks  and  labourers,  the  prices  of  goods  and  commodi- 
ties, and  the  charges  of  inholders  within  this  State;  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned.** 

Passed  the  2Sth  of  October,  1778. 

Preamble.  INASMUCH  as  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  wages  of  me- 
chanicks and  labourers,  the  prices  of  goods  and  commodities  and  the 
charges  of  innholders  within  this  State;  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned,"  passed  on  the  third  day  of  April  last,  has  not  answered  the 
salutary  purposes  for  which  it  was  intended  by  reason  of  the  neglect  or 
refusal  of  some  of  the  other  United  States  to  pass  similar  laws. 
Act  to  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre- 

wSJes.^  j^«/^^  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
etoMjre-  the  same,  That  the  said  act,  entitled  **  An  act  to  regulate  the  wages  of 
mechanicks  and  labourers,  the  prices  of  goods  and  commodities  and 
the  charges  of  innholders  within  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned; "  and  every  clause,  article  and  thing  therein  con- 
tained, shall  be,  and  is  hereby  repealed  and  made  void,  to  all  intents, 
constructions  and  purposes  whatever. 


pealed. 


CHAP.  3. 

AN  ACT  for  continuing  the  powers  of  the  commissioners  for 
detecting  and  defeating  conspiracies. 

Passed  the  29th  of  October,  1778. 

Preamble.  WHEREAS  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  State  for  appointing  com- 
missioners for  detecting  and  defeating  conspiracies  and  declaring  their 
powers,  and  the  act  for  encreasing  the  number  of  commissioners  for  de- 
tecting and  defeating  conspiracies  within  this  State  will  expire  on  the 
first  day  of  November  next. 
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Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  Act  named 
inSenaUand  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  ^°"°»®<*- 
That  the  said  two  several  acts  and  the   powers   and  authorities  by 
them  or  either  of  them  granted  to  the  said  commissioners  or  any  and 
every  three  of  them,  and  a  power  to  the  said  commissioners  or  any 
three  of  them  to  remove  within  the  enemy's  lines  all  such  persons  who 
in  pursuance  of  the  "  Act  more  effectually  to  prevent  the  mischiefs  aris- 
ing from  the  influence  and  example  of  persons  of  equivocal  and  sus- 
pected characters  in  this  State,"  have  already  appeared  before  the  said 
commissioners  or  any  three  of  them  and  have  not  taken  the  path  in  the 
said  act  contained  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  continued  until  twenty  days 
after  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature  and  a  quorum  of  both  houses 
shall  be  convened  to  proceed  on  business.     And  the  treasurer  of  this  Payments 
State,  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  pay  to  the  tooomm?^ 
said  commissioners  or  any  three  of  them  such  farther  sum  or  sums  as  aionere. 
they  shall  from  time  to  time  require  to  defray  the  expence  of  the  busi- 
ness committed  to  them  so  as  the  amount  of  such  farther  s\im  or  sums 
shall  not  in  the  whole  exceed  the  sum  of  three  thousand  pounds. 


CHAP.  4. 

AN  ACT  for  procuring  a  further  supply  of  cloathing  for  the  five 
Continental  battalions  raised  under  the  direction  of  this  State. 

Passed  the  30th  of  October,  1778. 

Whereas  the  act  for  procuring  a  supply  of  shoes  and  stockings,  for  Preamble. 
the  use  of  the  troops  raised  under  the  direction  of  this  State,  hath  not  in 
certain  places  been  carried  into  execution 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  repre-  Supervia- 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  ^ Jj 
the  samcy  That  the  supervisors  of  those  counties,  which  have  not  already  i**'^1?.  ^ 
furnished  their  quota's,  of  shoes  and  stockings,  agreable  to  the  said  act  c^^taa  of 
shall,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  cause  "*'>««•  «««• 
the  several  towns  precincts  and  districts  within  their  respective  counties, 
which  have  not  already  furnished  the  same  to  furnish  their  quota's  of 
shoes  and  stockings  agreeable  to  the  said  act,  and  the  clerks  of  the 
several  counties  shall  with  all  convenient  speed  by  circular  letters  call 
a  meeting  of  the  supervisors  for  that  purpose. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  Peter  T.  Cur-  Peter  T. 
tenius  Esquire,  commissary  of  cloathing  for  this  State,  shall  be  and  he  is  t"pur-"" 
hereby  authorized  with  the  monies  herein  after  directed  to  be  paid  to*  ^jlj^nff. 
him  for  that  purpose,  to  purchase  and  cause  to  be  made,  such  further  etc. 
quantities  of  cloathing  and  accoutrements,  as  he  shall  deem  necessary, 
suitable  and  proper,  not  only  for  the  privates,  but  also  for  the  officers,  of 
the  said  troops,  That  the  said  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  shall  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  purchase  either  for  cash,  or  upon  the  credit  of  this 
State,  from  the  commissary  general  of  hides  in  the  American  army,  such 
numbes  of  raw  hides  as  he  shall  from  time  to  time  deem  proper,  and 
the  same  to  cause  to  be  tanned  and  curried,  or  exchanged  for  leather 
in  such  manner  as  he  shall  conceive  most  beneficial  for  this  State,  and 
hest  calculated  to  answer  the  purpose  of  providing  the  said  troops  with 
Aoes  and  accoutrements.  That  the  said  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  Esquire  shall 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  deliver  leather  to  the  respective  com- 
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manding  officers  of  the  said  battalions  or  their  respective  orders,  in  such 
quantities  as  he  shall  think  proper,  for  the  purpose  of  mending  the  shoes 
of  the  said  troops 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  treasurer 
of  this  State,  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  out  of 
the  monies,  which  shall  be  in  the  treasury,  to  pay  to  the  said  Peter  T. 
Curtenius,  a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  pounds,  to  be  applied 
and  expended  by  him  in  purchasing  and  procuring  cloathing  and  accou- 
trements for  the  said  troops 

And  be  it,  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  said  Peter 
T.  Curtenius  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  de- 
mand and  receive  from  the  persons  who  shall  severally  be  possessed  of 
the  same  any  hides,  leather  or  other  materials  proper  for  cloathing  or 
accoutrements  belonging  to  this  State. 
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AN  ACT  more  effectually  to  provide  supplies  of  flour,  meal  and 
wheat  for  the  army. 

Passed  the  31st  of  October,  1778. 

Whereas  on  suggestion  of  congress,  and  other  due  information  it  ap- 
pears that  by  the  wicked  arts  of  speculators,  forestallers  and  engrossers, 
in  this  and  others  of  the  United  States,  it  is  rendered  difficult  to  obtain 
timely  and  sufficient  supplies  for  the  operations  of  the  army  and  navy 
unless  the  most  vigorous  measures  are  without  delay  adopted  to  re- 
strain practices  so  destructive  to  the  publick  weal.     Therefore 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Vorhy  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
That  all  flour,  meal  or  wheat  purchased  or  which  may  be  purchased  with 
intent  to  be  sold  again,  or  to  be  exchanged  or  bartered  for  any  goods, 
wares  or  merchandize  or  to  be  exported  out  of  this  State,  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  be  seized  and  taken  by  the  commissary  general  of  purchases  for 
the  American  army,  or  any  of  his  deputies  or  agents,  to  and  for  the  use 
of  the  said  army,  the  person  seizing  and  taking  the  same  paying  for 
such  flour  meal  and  wheat,  at  and  after  the  rate  following  to  wit, 
For  wheat  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per  bushel,  for  flour  at  the  rate  of 
fifteen  dollars  per  hundred  weight  and  a  proportional  price  for  meal. 

And  to  the  end  that  such  seizures  may  be  conducted  with  the  greater 
order  and  to  prevent  abuses  in  the  same 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  tJie  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  person  either 
as  deputy  or  agent  to  the  said  commissary  general,  shall  be  authorized 
to  seize  or  take  any  such  flour,  meal  or  wheat  unless  he  shall  be  properly 
appointed  by  writing  under  the  hand  of  the  said  commissary  general  or 
under  the  hand  of  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  said  army,  for  the  time 
being,  or  under  the  hand  of  a  commandant  of  a  department  being  a  gen- 
eral officer,  or  under  the  hand  of  a  deputy  commissary  general  of  pur- 
chases, in  a  department,  and  which  said  appointment  shall  be  confirmed 
by  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time 
being —  That  where  any  deputy  or  agent  so  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall 
suspect  that  any  flour,  meal  or  wheat  purchased  with  such  intent  as 
aforesaid  is  in  the  possession  of  any  person  or  persons,  he  shall  there- 
upon apply  to  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  where  such  flour. 
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meal  or  wheat  shall  be,  who  is  hereby  upon  such  application  authorized  JJ^j^^J^ 
and  required,  forthwith  to  make  enquiry  respecting  the  same,  by  exam-  ix«d. 
ining  any  witness  or  witnesses  on  oath  touching  the  said  fiour,  meal  or 
wheat,  whether  the  same  was  purchased  and  if  purchased,  whether  it 
was  purchased  with  such  intent  as  aforesaid,  and  if  upon  such  enquiry 
and  examination  it  shall  either  from  the  quantity  purchased  by  any 
individual  or  from  other  circumstances  in  evidence  appear  probable  to 
the  said  justice,  that  the  said  flour,  meal  or  wheat  was  purchased  with 
such  intent  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  thereupon  by  writing  under  his  hand 
authorise  the  said  deputy  or  agent,  to  seize  the  said  flour  meal  or  wheat, 
specifying  the  quantity,  as  near  as  can  be  discovered,  for  the  use  afore- 
said, The  said  deputy  or  agent  paying  for  the  same  at  the  rate  afore- 
said, but  if  on  such  enquiry  as  aforesaid  such  intent  as  aforesaid  shall 
remain  doubtful  and  if  any  person  or  persons  in  whose  possession  such 
flour,  meal  or  wheat  shall  be,  shall  not  upon  being  summoned  to  appear, 
before  the  said  justice  to  be  examined  on  oath  as  aforesaid,  appear  upon 
such  summons,  and  due  proof  made  of  the  service  of  such  summons,  by 
leaving  a  copy  thereof  at  the  usual  place  of  his,  her  or  their  abode,  and 
no  sufficient  excuse  appearing  to  the  said  justice  for  such  non  appear- 
ance or  appearing  shall  refuse  to*  answer  to  interrogatories  upon  oath 
aforesaid,  or  on  such  oath,  shall  not  declare  himself  ignorant  of  the  in- 
tent, for  which  the  said  flour,  meal  or  wheat  was  purchased,  or  shall 
declare,  that  the  same  was  purchased  with  such  intent  as  aforesaid,  the 
said  justice,  shall  in  either  of  the  cases  above  mentioned  adjudge  the  said 
flour,  meal  or  wheat  to  be  purchased  with  such  intent  as  aforesaid,  and 
the  same  shall  be  subject  to  be  seized  in  like  manner,  as  it  would  have 
been,  had  the  person,  in  whose  possession  the  same  shall  be,  appeared  be- 
fore the  said  justice,  and  Confessed  that  the  same  was  purchased,  with 
such  intent  as  aforesaid. 

And  whereaS'  many  farmers  within  this  State,  with  various  intentions  Farmere 
injurous  to  the  common  cause  of  America,  have  with  held  their  wheat  ^^Sit^to* 
of  the  crops  of  the  last  and  preceeding  years  To  the  end  therefore  injury  of 
that  such  farmers,  may  be  compelled  to  part  with  such  wheat  for  the  use  SaS?.^° 
of  the  army. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  where  any  per-  wheat  of 
son  or  persons  shall  be  possessed  of  any  wheat  of  their  own  raising,  either  Jf^i^L 
threshed  or  in  straw  of  the  crop,  of  the  of  the  year,  one  thousand  seven  be  seized, 
hundred  and  seventy  seven,  or  any  preceeding  year,  such  wheat  shall  be, 
and  is  hereby  made  subject  to  seizure  by  virtue  of  this  act,  in  like 
manner  as  wheat  purchased  with  such  intent  as  aforesaid,  and  the  same 
powers  and  authorities  are  hereby  granted  to  the  commissary  general, 
his  deputy  or  agent,  with  respect  to  such  wheat,  and  the  same  proceed- 
ings, shall  be  had  respecting  the  same,  as  in  cases  of  wheat  purchased  with 
intent  to  be  sold,  bartered,  exchanged  or  exported  as  aforesaid.     Pro- 
vided always  That  in  every  such  case,  a  sufficient  quantity  of  wheat,  shall 
he  left  for  the  necessary  support  of  the  family  of  every  such  farmer. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  person  Wheat, 
shall  attempt  to  remove  any  flour,  meal  or  wheat*  suspected  to  be  pur-  J^^'^'^ 
chased  with  such  intent  as  aforesaid,  the  justice  shall  upon  such  appli-  tained 
cation  as  aforesaid,  cause  such  flour,  meal  or  wheat  to  be  seized  and  de-  eoquir?. 
tained,  until  such  enquiry  as  aforesaid,  respecting  the  same  can  be  made. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  when  any  Unmei- 
wheat  hereby  made  subject  to  seizure  shall  be  unmerchantable,  that  the  ^h^J^^^^ 
justice  shall  in  such  case,  cause  the  same  to  be  appraised  by  three  free-  be  ap- 
holders  upon  oath,  who  shall  have  regard  in  such  appraisement,  to  the  etc.*    ' 
price  hereby  fixed  for  good  and  merchantable  wheat,  and  the  person 
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seizing  such  unmerchantable  wheat,  shall  pay  for  the  same,  only  such 
price,  as  the  same  shall  be  appraised  at,  by  any  two,  of  the  three  free- 
holders, any  thing  herein  contained,  notwithstanding,  and  where  any 
wheat  subject  to  seizure  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  in  the  straw,  that 
the  person  seizing  the  same,  shall  be  permitted  to  retain,  out  of  the  price 
hereby  allowed  for  the  same,  the  expence  of  threshing  and  cleaning  the 
same,  and  may  enter  into  the  bam  of  the  person  possessing  such  wheat, 
and  use  the  same  together  with  the  flails  or  other  implements,  for  the 
purpose  of  threshing  and  cleaning  such  wheat 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  justice 
of  the  peace  upon  such  application  as  aforesaid  shall  refuse  to  perform 
the  duties  required  of  him  by  this  act,  he  shall  for  every  oflFence  forfeit 
the  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  to  be  recovered  in  an  action  of  debt,  with  costs 
by  any  person,  who  will  sue  for  the  same,  and  every  justice  shall,  for  his 
services  in  making  such  enquiry  in  each  distinct  case  be  entitled  to  de- 
mand and  receive,  from  the  person  requiring  such  enquiry  to  be  made, 
the  sum  of  three  dollars  per  day,  for  every  day  he  shall.be  actually  em- 
ployed therein,  and  every  constable  serving  a  summons  or  subpoena  in 
the  execution  of  this  act,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  by  the  person  re- 
questing such  service  mileage  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling  per  mile,  going 
and  the  like  for  returning. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  flour,  meal 
or  wheat  which  shall  after  thfe  twentieth  day  of  November  next  be  pur- 
chased with  intent  to  be  sold  again,  bartered  or  exchanged  as  aforesaid, 
such  intent  to  be  enquired  into  and  adjudged  in  manner  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  taken  and  seized  by  virtue  of  such  authority  as  aforesaid  the 
person  so  taking  and  seizing  the  same,  applying  the  same  to  the  use  of 
the  army  and  paying  to  such  justice,  authorizing  the  seizure,  for  the 
same  at  and  after  the  price  above  fixed,  and  tjie  said  justice  is  hereby 
required  to  pay  the  monies  thence  arising  into  the  treasury  of  and  for 
the  use  of  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  commissary  general  and  his  deputies  or  agents,  and  every 
person  who  shall  be  aiding  them  therein,  to  break  and  enter  any  house, 
mill,  bam,  store  or  other  place,  where  any  flour,  meal  or  wheat  so  ad- 
judged liable  to  seizure,  shall  be  deposited,  in  order  to  seize  and  take  the 
same,  and  it  shall  in  like  manner  be  lawful,  for  any  justice  of  the  peace 
to  break  and  enter  into  any  place  where  any  such  flour,  meal  or  wheat, 
subject  to  seizure  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  suggested  to  be.  in  order 
to  view  or  ascertain  the  quantity  of  the  same 


CHAP.  6. 


AN  ACT  to  establish  a  night  watch  in  the  counties  of  Ulster 
Tryon  Charlotte  Dutchess  and  Albany. 

Passed  the  2d  of  November,  1778. 

Preamble.  Whereas  the  militia  law  has  not  provided  in  a  particular  manner  for 
a  night  watch,  and  as  it  may  be  necessary  for  the  safety  and  preservation 
of  many  of  the  good  people  of  this  State  that  a  night  watch  should  be 
kept  in  some  parts  thereof  by  the  militia ;  for  the  obtaining  of  which. 
Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre- 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority 
of  the  samcy  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act  it  shall  and  may 
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be  lawful  for  every  officer  commanding  a  regiment  of  militia  in  the  said 
counties,  to  order  a  night  watch  or  watches,  if  it  be  judged  necessary  by 
the  majority  of  the  field  officers  of  the  said  regiment,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose every  able  bodied  male  inhabitant,  Indians  and  slaves  excepted,  PenoDs 
residing  within  the  limits  and  bounds  of  such  regiment  from  sixteen  enroTicS*** 
years  of  age  till  sixty,  excepting  such  as  are  hereih  after  excepted,  shall  'or  tbat 
immediately  after  being  thereunto  required  by  order  of  the  captain  or  ^'^'p*^* 
in  his  absence  the  next  commanding  officer  of  such  company,  beat  or 
district,  wherein  he  or  they  shall  reside,  tender  himself  or  themselves  to 
be  enrolled,  and  in  case  of  delay  or  neglect  to  make  such  tender  as  afore- 
said, the  captain  or  in  his  absence  the  next  commanding  officer  shall 
cause  such  person  or  persons  to  be  enrolled,  after  which,  he  shall  divide 
the  whole  into  watches  each  watch  to  consist  of  not  less  than  eight  men; 
and  in  each  watch  the  captain  or  in  his  absence  the  next  commanding 
officer  shall  appoint  one  of  such  watch  to  be  the  officer  of  the  same 
and  after  the  whole,  or  such  part  of  the  regiment  as  the  said  field  officers 
may  think  fit,  shall  be  divided  as  aforesaid,  each  captain   or  in  his 
absence  the  next  commanding  officer  shall  and  is  hereby  required  to 
make  a  full  and  perfect  return  of  the  same  to  the  colonel  or  in  his 
absence  the  next  commanding  officer. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it   shall  OommAnd- 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  colonel  and  in  his  absence  the  next  lSI^?^er 
commanding  officer  to  order  one  or  more  night  watch  or  watches  in  his  night 
regiment,  and  to  make  establish  and  ordain  such  rules  orders  and  regu-  JSd  mSe 
lations  for  the  government  duty  and  behavior  of  the  said  watch  or  "*^^  *'*'• 
watches  and  watchmen  as  to  the  said  colonel  or  in  his  absence  the  next 
commanding  officer  shall  from  time  to  time  seem  meet  and  necessary. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That    every  offloen 
commissioned  officer  who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  perform  the  duty,  by  SJj^rm'^ 
this  act  enjoined  on  him  and  be  thereof  convicted  by  a  regimental  duty  to  be 
court-martial  shall  be  ipso  facto,  removed  from  his  office  and  reduced  ***®™**'***- 
to  do  duty  in  the  ranks  as  a  private  soldier;  any  exemption  from  duty 
to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the   authority  aforesaid  That    every  perBons 
person,  not  being  a  commissioned  officer  who  shall  refuse  neglect  or  S?daty*to^ 
delay  to  do  the  duty  required  of  him,  by  this  act  shall  for  every  such  be  fined, 
offence  forfeit,  without  a  sufficient  excuse  can  be  given,  the  sum  of 
forty  shillings,  which  shall  be  levied  with  costs  by ^ warrant  under  the 
hand  and  seal  of  the  captain  or  in  his  absence  of  the  next  command- 
ing officer,  directed  to  one  of  the  Serjeants  of  the  company  by  distress 
and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  offender  (the  overplus  if  any 
there  be  to  be  returned  to  the  owner)  and  paid  by  the  serjeant  to  the 
captain  or  in  his  absence  the  next  commanding  officer,  to  and  for  the 
use  of  such   watch  to  which  such  offender  shall  belong :   provided, 
nevertheless  that  every  person  who  shall  by  virtue  of  this  act  be  obliged 
to  watch  shall  be  allowed  to  substitute,  on  such  watch  a  sufficient  person 
in  his  stead.    And  provided  also  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  Not  to 
be  taken  adjudged  or  construed  to  exempt  any  person  from  doing  the  ^JiSSs 
duty  required  of  him  by  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  regulating  the  rro'n 
militia  of  the  State  of  New  York  passed  the  third  day  of  April,  one  Sity.* 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight. 

And  be    it  further  enacted  by    the    authority  aforesaid    That    the  Bxempt 
lieutenant-governor,  the  members  of  the  senate  and  the  members  of  p®'"*^"®- 
assembly  and  their  several  clerks,  the  chancellor,  the  judges  of  the 
supreme  court,  the  secretary  of  the  State,  the  treasurer,  auditor-general, 
the  attorney- general  of  the  State,  the  commissioners  for  defeating  con- 
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spiracies,  sherifs  all  ministers  of  the  gospel  and  all  phisicians  and 
surgeons  shall  be  and  hereby  are  exempted  from  all  duty  required  by 
this  act;  except  that  in  the  city  of  Albany  and  town  of  Schenectady  the 
ministers  of  the  gospel  be  only  excepted. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  this  act 

tuu™of  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  until  the  end  of  the  present  war  and  no 

war.  longer. 
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AN  ACT  for  the  payment  of  the  several  sums,  and  for  other 
purposes,  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  4th  of  November,  1778. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  -the  same^ 
That  the  treasurer  of  this  State,  shall  out  of  the  monies  which  now  are 
or  shall  be  in  the  treasury  pay  the  following  several  sums  of  money  to 
the  following  persons  respectively,  that  is  to  say. 

To  his  excellency  the  governor  the  further  sum  of  twenty  thousand 
pounds,  for  paying,  subsisting  and  defraying  the  contingent  expences  of 
such  of  the  militia,  as  he  hath  or  shall  call  into  service  for  the  defence 
of  this  State. 

To  his  said  excellency  the  governor  the  further  sum  of  one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  ninety-two  pounds  eleven  shillings  and  nine  pence,  to 
reimburse  him  the  like  sum  advanced  by  him  in  discharge  of  the  balance 
due  on  the  account  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  against  this  State 
accrued  in  subsisting  and  other  incidental  expences  relative  to  the 
prisoners  removed  to  that  State  by  the  committee  of  convention  for 
detecting  conspiracies,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy  six. 

To  the  delegates  from  this  State  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  for  their  services  from  the  fourth  day  of*  July  last,  to  the 
fourth  day  of  October  last,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  seven  dollars  per 
day  heretofore  allowed  to  them,  the  further  sum  each  of  three  dollars 
per  day. 

To  the  several  persons  who  attended  as  members  of  the  legislature, 
tur^*'*"  *  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  convention  or  council  of  safety,  for  each  day  they  respect- 
ively attended,  agreeable  to  such  accounts  as  they  shall  respectively 
produce  thereof,  to  be  certified  by  either  of  the  secretaries  of  the  said 
convention,  each  day  the  sum  of  sixteen  shillings  per  day. 

To  Dirck  Brinkerhoff  Junior  Esquire  commissioner  appointed  to  have 
the  care  and  superintendence  of  such  poor  as  were  removed  from  the 
city  of  New  York  to  the  county  of  Dutchess  the  sum  of  twelve  hun- 
dred pounds  for  the  support  of  the  said  poor. 

To  Abraham  Bevier  Esquire  commissioner  appointed  to  take  the  care 
and  superintendence  of  such  of  the  said  poor  as  were  removed  to  the 
county  of  Ulster  the  sum  of  six  hundred  pounds  for  the  support  of  the 
said  poor. 

To  George  Andries  of  the  county  of  Ulster  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
pounds  as  a  gratuity  for  his  valour  and  resolute  conduct  in  effecting  the 
escape  of  Jacob  Oosterhout  and  himself  when  captivated  by  the  Indians. 
ToSmsend  To  Micah  Townsend  and  Samuel  Knight  Esquires,  the  sum  of  sixty 
uefKnight.  po^^^s  each  respectively  to  reimburse  them  their  expences  in  attend- 
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ing  upon  the  legislature,  on  the  business  of  quieting  the  disorders  pre- 
vailing in  the  north-eastern  parts  of  this  State. 

To  David  Currie   Esquire   commissary  to   provide  the  Continental  David 
troops  raised  under  the  direction  of  this  State  with  such  necessaries  as  ^^""**- 
they  are  not  supplied  with  by  the  commissary  general  the  sum  of  six 
thousand  pounds  to  be  expended  by  him  for  the  use  of  the  said  troops 
in  like  manner  as  the  monies  last  granted  by  the  legislature  for  the  like 
purpose. 

To  Victor  Bicker  door  keeper,  to  the  senate,  and  Richard  Ten  Eyck  victor 
door  keeper  to  the  assembly  for  their  services  in  their  respective  sta-  Sd^Eich- 
tions  during  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature   each  the  sum  of  ^  Ten 
three  dollars  per  day  agreeable  to  such  accounts  as  they  shall  respect- 
ively  produce  thereof,  to  be  certified  by  the  president  of  the  senate,  and 
the  speaker  of  the  assembly  respectively 

To  the  said  Richard  Ten  Eyck,  the  sum  of  six  pounds  eight  shillings, 
for  his  services  as  door  keeper  to  the  late  convention. 

To  the  several  delegates  from  the  State  in  congress  appointed  in  the  Delegates 
present  session  of  the  legislature  each  a  sum  not  exceeding  four  hun-  ^^?' 
dred  pounds,  in  advance  on  their  respective  salaries  at  a  rate  not  exceed- 
ing ten  dollars  per  day 

To  each  person  drafted  to  serve  either  personally  for  himself  or  as  a  Drafted 
substitute  for  another  for  the  space  of  nine  months  in  either  of  the  Con-  p«'^'*»- 
tinental  battalions  raised  under  the  direction  of  this  State,  who  shall 
previous  to  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  he  was  drafted  to  serve, 
inlist  in  either  of  the  said  battalions  for  the  further  time  of  three  years 
or  during  the  war  a  bounty  of  fifty  dollars  to  be  paid  upon  the  certifi- 
cate of  any  two  of  the  field  officers  of  the  regiment  in  which  such  per- 
son shall  so  inlist. 

Whereas  the  congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  have  advanced  Preamble, 
to  this  State  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  his  Governor 
excellency  the  governor  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  send  for  the  monlf^f^' 
said  monies  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  think  most  proper  and  to  cause 
the  same  to  be  deposited  into  the  treasury  of  this  State  and  that  the 
legislature  will  provide  for  the  expence  attending  the  same. 

Whereas  several  persons  in  this  and  the  neighboring  States  are  pos-  Preamble 
sessed  of  considerable  sums  belonging  to  certain  of  the  subjects  of  and  JStJ^eys 
deemed  forfeited  to  this  State,  and  of  considerable  sums  which  have  have  S®^°\?ii 
arisen  upon  the  sales  of  vessels,  cattle  and  other  effects  belonging  at  the 
time  of  the  sale,- to  subjects  of  this  State,  and  for  which  or  for  the  monies 
arising  from  the  sales  thereof  no  claimants  have  appeared. 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  Payments 
several  persons  possessing  any  such  monies  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  and  they  state™**^* 
are  hereby  severally  authorized  and  required,  to  pay  the  monies,  they  treasurer, 
shall  so  respectively  posses,  sto  the  treasurer  of  this  State  or  his  order 
and  the  treasurer  is  hereby  authorized  to  demand  and  receive  the  same, 
or  to  depute  other  person  or  persons  for  the  purpose,  and  the  said  treas- 
urer is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  deposit  the  said  monies  in  the 
treasury  of  this  State  to  keep  a  particular  account  thereof  and  to  col- 
lect all  the  accounts  papers  and  vouchers  relative  to  the  same. 

13 
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AN  ACT,  for  ascertaining  the  mode  of  appointing  the  officers  in 
the  Continental  forces  rciised  under  the  direction  of  this  State. 

Passed  the  17th  of  February,  1779. 

Whereas  there  are  now  several  vacancies  among  the  commissioned 
officers  in  the  Continental  forces  raised  under  the  direction  of  this 
State. 

Be  U  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre- 
sented in  Senate  and  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same  That  the  council  of  appointment  of  this  State  shall  appoint 
persons  to  all  such  vacancies  as  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  among  the 
officers  in  the  said  forces,  and  the  person  administring  the  government 
of  this  State  for  the  time  being  shall  by  and  with  the  advice,  and  con- 
sent of  the  said  council  accordingly  appoint  all  officers  in  the  Conti- 
nental forces  raised  or  to  be  raised  under  the  direction  of  this  State* 
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AN  ACT  for  pardoning  Amy  Auger,  for  the  felony  therein  men- 
tioned. 

Passed  the  17th  of  February,  1779. 

Whereas  Amy  Auger,  now  the  wife  of  James  Auger,  and  at  present 
of  the  precinct  of  Goshen  in  the  county  of  Orange  but  late  Amy 
Jones,  of  the  borough  of  Elizabeth  in  Essex  county  in  the  State  of 
New  Jersey  spinster  at  a  late  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general 
goal  delivery  held  in  and  for  the  said  county  of  Orange  was  indicted 
tried  and  convicted  of  the  murder  of  her  bastard  child  charged  to  have 
been  committed  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  February  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven  at  the  precinct  of 
Cornwall  in  the  county  aforesaid  And  whereas  on  suggestion  that 
the  said  conviction  was  occasioned  by  the  non  attendance  of  a  material 
witness  on  the  trial  of  the  said  Amy  Auger  for  the  ielony  aforesaid 
she  hath  been  represented  to  the  legislature  of  this  State  as  a  proper 
object  of  mercy. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre- 
sented in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  oj 
the  samcy  That  the  said  Amy  Auger  be  and  she  is  hereby  fully  and  ab- 
solutely discharged  and  pardoned  of  and  from  the  felony  aforesaid  and 
the  conviction  aforesaid  and  all  execution  and  forfeitures  thereon  ;  and 
also  that  the  said  Amy  shall  be  and  she  hereby  is  fully  and  wholly  re- 
stored in  person  and  estate  to  the  same  state  and  condition  wherein 
she  was  at  any  time  before  the  said  fifteenth  day  of  February  in  the 
year  aforesaid,  the  said  conviction  for  the  felony  aforesaid  in  any  wise 
notwithstanding. 
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CHAP.  10. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  An  act  more  effectually  to 
prevent  the  mischiefs  arising  from  the  influence  and  example 
of  persons  of  equivocal  and  suspected  characters  in  this  State 
and  for  continuing  the  powers  of  the  commissioners  for  de- 
tecting and  defeating  conspiracies. 

Passed  the  17th  of  February,  1779. 

Whereas  by  the  terms  of  the  said  law  the  commissioners  therein  Preamble 
mentioned  are  required  on  refusal  of  any  person  or  persons  to  take  the 
oath  or  affirmation  therein  prescribed  forthwith  to  remove  the  said  per- 
son or  persons  so  refusing  to  any  place  within  the  enemy's  lines. 

And  whereas  sound  policy  and  common  charity  require  that  every 
person  so  refusing  should  be  admitted  to  take  the  said  oath  or  affirma- 
tion if  he  or  she  shall  notwithstanding  such  refusal,  voluntarily  ofifer  to 
take  the  same  before  the  commencement  of  his  or  her  actual  removal 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre^  penons 
unted  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  re/ufj^** 
the  same^  That  every  person  who  has  already  refused  or  shall  hereafter  to  take 
refuse  to  take  the  said  oath  or  affirmation  and  shall  before  the  actual  22  ad™*^ 
commencement  of  his  or  her  removal  as  aforesaid  voluntarily  offer  to  mjtted  to 
take  the  said  oath  or  affirmation  before  any  three  of  the  said  commis-  etc.*  **™*' 
sioners  shall  be  admitted  to  take  the  sameT  and  on  taking  thereof  shall 
be  and  hereby  is  declared  to  be  fully  and  wholly  absolved  from  all  the 
penalties  of  the  said  law,  such  former  refusal  or  any  thing  in  the  said 
law  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding.      Provided  always 
that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend  or  apply  to  the  cases  of 
those  who  by  virtue  of  the  said  law  now  are  or  shall  hereafter  be  de- 
tained and  confined  by  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this 
State  for  the  time  being  for  the  purpose  of  exchanging  them  for  any  of 
the  subjects  of  this  State  in  the;  power  of  the  enemy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the   authority  aforesaid  That  all   and  Power 
singular  the  powers  and  authorities  vested  in  the  said  commissioners  JSmn^is-" 
are  hereby  continued  until  twenty  days  after  the  next  meeting  of  the  aionere 
I^slature  and  a  quorum  of  both  houses  shall  be  convened  on  business  °^"' "" 
in  like  manner  as  the  same  are  continued  in  and  by  "  An  act  entitled  "  An 
act  for  continuing  the  powers  of  the  commissioners  for  detecting  and  de- 
feating conspiracies  "  passed  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  October  last;  and 
the  treasurer  of  this  State  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  pay  to  the  said  commissioners  or  any  three  of  them  such  further 
sum  or  sums  as  they  shall  from  time  to  time  require  to  defray  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  business  committed  to  them  so  as  the  amount  of  such  fur- 
ther sum  or  sums  shall  not  in  the  whole  exceed  the  sum  of  three 
thousand  pounds. 
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CHAP.  11. 

* 

AN  ACT,  to  authorize  the  person  administring  the  government 
of  this  State,  for  the  time  being  to  transmit  copies  of  the  laws 
of  this  State,  to  the  honorable  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  the  executive  authority  of  each  of  the  said 
United  States. 

Passed  the  17th  of  February,  1779. 

Preamble.       Whereas  an  interchange  of  the  laws  passed  and  to  be  passed,  from 
time  to  time,  in  the  several  United  States,  may  be  of  public  utility. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 
That  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State,  for  the  time 
being,  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  transmit, 
from  time  to  time  three  copies  of  all  the  laws  passed,  and  to  be  passed, 
by  the  legislature  of  this  State  to  the  honorable  the  congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  the  executive  authority  of  each  of  the  said  United 
States,  and  to  request  a  reciprocal  interchange  from  each  of  the  said 
States. 


Copies  of 
laws  to 
be  trans- 
mitted to 
Congress 
and  other 
States. 


CHAP.  12. 


Preamble. 


Times  and 

K laces  of 
oldinff 
courts  in 
Charlotte 
oouDty. 


AN  ACT,  for  holding  courts  of  common  pleas  and  of  general  ses- 
sions of  the  peace  in  the  county  of  Charlotte. 

Passed  the  17th  of  February,  1779. 

Whereas  in  and  by  the  act  further  to  organize  the  government  of 
this  State,  it  is  enacted,  that  the  inferior  courts  of  common  pleas,  and 
the  courts  of  general  or  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  in  the  several 
counties  within  this  State,  should  be  held  on  and  at  such  days  and  times, 
as  they  were  respectively  held  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-four. 

And  whereas,  notwithstanding  the  aforesaid  provision,  no  inferior 
court  of  common  pleas  or  general  or  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  have 
from  various  impediments  since  the  passing  of  the  said  act,  been  held  in 
the  said  county,  and  the  day  on  which  the  same  ought  in  pursuance  of 
the  said  act  to  have  been  held,  hath  elapsed,  by  reason  where  of,  it  hath 
become  necessary,  farther  to  provide  for  the  holding  of  the  said  courts 
in  the  said  county. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  PeopU  of  the  State  of  New  York,  rep- 
resented in  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority 
of  the  same.  That  inferior  courts  of  common  pleas,  and  courts  of  gen- 
eral sessions  of  the  peace,  in  and  for  the  said  county  of  Charlotte,  shall 
be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  April,  and  on  the  second  Tuesday  in 
October,  in  every  year,  at  New  Perth  in  the  said  county  ;  and  that  the 
said  inferior  courts  of  common  pleas,  and  courts  of  general  sessions  of 
the  peace,  shall  be  vested  with,  and  exercise,  similar  powers  and  authori- 
ties, with  the  inferior  courts  of  common  pleas,  and*courts  of  general  ses- 
sions of  the  peace,  held  in  and  for  the  other  counties  within  this  State. 
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CHAP.  13. 

AN  ACT,  to  revive  an  act,  authorizing  the  person  administring 
the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  to  direct  the 
issuing  of  the  several  stores,  clothing  and  necessaries  therein 
specified. 

Passed  the  17th  of  February,  1779. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York .  represetited  in  Act 
Senate  and  AsseTnbly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  ^^^i^ 
That  a  certain  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  State,  entitled,  "  An  act,  to  continued 
impower  the  governor,  lieutenant  governor,  or  president  of  the  senate  during* 
administring  the  government  of  this  State,  to  order  the  commissioner  present 
and  commissaries  therein  mentioned,  to  issue  the  several  stores  clothing 
and  necessaries  therein  specified  to  the  uses  and  purposes  therein  di- 
rected," passed  the  fourth  day  of  February  last,  and  which  expired  by 
its  own  limitation  on  the  first  day  of  January  last,  shall  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby  revived  and  continued,  during  the  present  war. 


CHAP.  14. 

AN  ACT,  to  continue  to  the  person  administring  the  govern- 
ment of  this  State,  the  power  of  appointing  the  place  for  hold- 
ing the  supreme  court. 

Passed  the  26th  of  February,  1779. 

Whereas  by  the  act  farther  to  organize  the  government  of  this  preamble. 
State,  passed  the  sixteenth  day  of  March  last,  it  is  declared  that  the 
supreme  court  of  judicature  of  this  State,  should,  for  one  year  then  next 
to  come,  be  held  at  such  place  or  places  as  the  person  administring  the 
government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  shall  by  proclamation, 
from  time  to  time,  appoint  and  direct. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People   of  the    State  of  New  York^  power  to 
represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  appoint 
of  the  same y  That*  that  the  power  granted  as  above  mentioned,  to  the  per-  puce*° 
son  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  to  ^o^^^I'^k 

■%     f  y  -%  \  ^y  iii-i      P  -,  <•    court  oon> 

appomt  and  direct  the  place  where  the  supreme  court  shall  be  held,  tinued. 
shall  be,  and  is  hereby  farther  continued,  until  the  first  day  of  April,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty.     And  process, 
that  all  processes  in  the  said  supreme  court,  shall  accordingly,  until  the  T^^'^wf®" 
said  first  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
^\^tYy  and  until  twenty  days  after  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature, 

and  a  quorum  of  both  houses  shall  have  met,  be  returnable,  wherever 

the  said  court  shall  be  held,  in  this  State. 

*  So  in  originaL 
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CHAP.  15. 

AN  ACT,  to  cancel  certain  bills  of  credit  of  this  State. 

Passed  the  26th  of  February,  1779. 

Preamble.      WHEREAS  it  is  expedient  that  the  bills  of  credit  issued  by  the  author- 
ity of  the  provincial  congresses  or  conventions  of  the  late   colony  of 
New  York,  or  of  this  State,  of  the  denomination  of  one  dollar  and  under, 
should  as  they  from  time  to  time  come  into  the  treasury,  be  cancelled. 
Bills  of  I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Vorh,  repre- 

hcfw  U)  be  ^^^^^^  ^^  Seriate  and  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
caDoeiiecU  the  same.  That  any  and  every  two  members  of  the  legislature  for  the 
time  being,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  superintend  the 
cancelling  of  such  of  the  said  bills  of  credit,  as  now  are,  or  hereafter 
shall  from  time  to  time,  be  received  into  the  treasury  of  this  State. 
That  any  two  members  of  the  legislature,  may  upon  the  request  of  the 
treasurer,  attend  for  the  purpose  at  such  place  where  the  treasury 
of  this  State  shall  be.  That  the  treasurer  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby- 
authorized  and  required,  in  the  presence  of  the  said  two  members, 
who  shall  so  at  any  time  attend,  by  burning  and  reducing  to  ashes,  to 
cancel  all  such  of  the  said  bills,  as  shall  be  then  in  the  treasury  ; 
and  previous  thereto,  shall  make  a  true  and  exact  list  of  the  number  of 
bills  of  the  several  denominations,  so  to  be  cancelled;  and  the  said 
two  members  attending,  having  examined  the  said  bills,  previous  to  the 
cancelling  there  of,  and  having  found  the  said  list  to  be  true  and  exact, 
shall  give  to  the  treasurer,  a  certificate  of  the  amount  of  the  bills  so 
cancelled.  That  the  two  members  attending,  shall  each  of  them  be 
allowed,  the  sum  of  three  dollars  per  day,  for  the  time  they  shall  sev- 
erally be  actually  employed  in  the  business,  hereby  committed  to  them; 
and  the  treasurer  is  hereby  authorized  to  pay  the  same  accordingly. 
Account  II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  two 
oath  to  be  niembers  so  attending,  shall  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature,  after 
PiSi  ^  ^^^  ^^  respectively  have  superintended  the  cancelling  of  any  of  the 
ture.*"  said  bills,  lay  before  the  legislature  an  account  on  oath,  of  the  number 
and  amount  of  the  bills  cancelled,  under  their  superintendence,  respect- 
ively. 


CHAP.  16. 

AN  ACT  for  raising  monies  by  tax  to  be  applied  towards  the 
public  exigencies  of  this  State. 

Passed  the  2d  of  March,  1779. 

Preamble.       Whereas  it  is  necessary  in  order  to  defray  the  expence  of  the  pres- 
ent war,  to  discharge  the  debts  due  from  this  State,  and  to  make  provision 
for  the  support  of  the  civil  government  thereof,  that  monies  should  be 
raised  within  the  same  by  tax. 
Tax  on     ,      Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 
iMiSs^and    ^nate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby,  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  samcy 
peraonai     That  a  tax  of  one  shilling  in  the  pound  on  the  amount  of  all  improved 
*®  lands  (including  wood  lands,  kept  for  the  purposes  of  fuel  and  timber 

and  deemed  parts  and  parcel  of  an  improved  farm)  not  subject  to  a. 
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right  of  commonage  of  any  kind  whatsoever,  and  of  six  pence  in  the 
pound,  on  the  amount  of  all  personal  estate,  within  this  State,  shall  be 
raised  within  the  time  herein  after  limited.  That  all  such  improved  How  to  be 
lands  shall  be  assessed  by  the  assessors  of  the  several  wards,  in  the  several  "»•"•<*• 
cities  and  of  the  severed  towns,  manors,  districts  or  precincts,  in  which 
such  lands  respectively  are;  and  each  several  and  distinct  possession 
to  be  assessed  separately  by  itself,  at  what,  with  the  houses,  mills,  stores 
or  other  buildings,  or  improvements  on  the  same,  at  the  time  of  assess- 
ing, and  right  of  commonage  appertaining  to  the  same,  would  have  been 
deemed  the  value  thereof  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-five,  without  having  regard  to  any  rents,  mortgages  or  other 
incumbrances  to  or  with  which  the  same  may  be  charged  or  subject: 
That  the  personal  estate  of  each  respective  person  shall  be  assessed  by 
the  assessors  of  the  several  wards  in  the  several  cities,  and  of  the  several 
towns,  manors,  districts  or  precincts,  in  which  such  persons  shall  respect- 
ively reside,  at  what  in  the  judgment  of  the  assessors  shall  be  deemed 
the  amount,  beyond  the  debts  due  from  each  respective  person,  or  value 
thereof,  at  the  time  of  assessing:  That  the  assessors  shall  form  an  assess-  Assess- 
ment roll  for  their  respective  wards,  towns,  manors,  districts  and  pre-  ™*'*'  "^"* 
cincts  to  contain  the  assessments  of  such  improved  lands,  and  the  names 
of  the  several  persons  possessing  such  lands  respectively,  and  the  assess- 
ments of  the  personal  estate  of  each  respective  person  within  the  re- 
spective wards,  towns,  manors,  districts  or  precincts  —  That  the  said  Tax,  how 
tax  shall  be  levied  and  collected  by  the  collectors  of  the  respective  ^oUeoted. 
wards,  towns,  manors,  districts  or  precincts,  in  manner  following  viz. 
If  any  person  or  persons  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  the  tax  laid 
on  the  lands  by  them  possessed  respectively,  that  the  collectors  shall 
and  they  are  hereby  severally  authorized  and  required  in  such  case 
to  levy  the  same  by  distress  and  sale  of  such  goods  and  chattels  as 
shall  be  found  on  the  lands  which  by  the  tax  list  shall  be  supposed  to 
be  possessed  by  the  said  persons  so  refusing  or  neglecting,  rendering  the 
overplus,  after  deducting  the  amount  of  the  tax  charged  on  such  lands, 
and  the  charges  of  such  distress  and  sale,  to  the  said  person  so  refusing 
or  neglecting;  And  that  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  refuse  or  neg- 
lect, to  pay  the  tax  laid  on  them  for  their  respective  personal  estates, 
that  the  collectors  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  severally  authorized  and 
required  in  such  case,  to  levy  the  same  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  the  said  person  so  refusing  or  neglecting,  rendering  the 
overplus,  after  deducting  the  tax  charged  on  such  person,  and  the 
charges  of  such  distress  and  sale,  to  the  said  person  so  refusing  or  neg- 
lecting; And  for  want  of  goods  and  chattels  whereon  to  levy  the  tax  m 
either  of  the  cases  aforesaid  that  the  collector  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  recover  the  same  with  costs  of  suit  from 
the  person  so  refusing  or  neglecting  by  action  to  be  commenced  in  his 
own  name  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  (where  at  the 
time  of  the  commencement  of  such  action  the  defendant  shall  happen 
to  be)  the  authority  and  jurisdiction  of  which  justice  is  hereby  extended 
to  all  such  actions  notwithstanding  the  sum  to  be  sued  for,  shall  exceed 
the  sum  of  five  pounds.  That  the  several  collectors  shall,  and  they  are  c!oiiecton 
Hereby  respectively  authorized  and  required  to  pay  the  monies,  to  be  by  Moneys  to 
them  severally  collected  and  received,  as  and  for  the  tax,  to  be  raised  county 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  into  the  hands  of  the  county  treasurer  in  their  ^  **»^"* 
respective  counties;  and  the  said  county  treasurers  are  hereby  author- 
iwd  and  required,  from  time  to  time,  to  pay  the  monies,  they  shall  so 
receive  into  the  treasury  of  this  State,  never  retaining  in  their  posses- 
ion respectively,  a  sum  exceeding  twenty  thousand  pounds —  That  the 
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Poundage  several  collectors  shall  be  allowed,  and  they  are  hereby  severally  author- 
^lo&T  ized  to  retain  the  same  in  their  hands,  out  of  the  monies,  they  shall 
respectively  collect  and  receive  as  and  for  the  tax  to  be  raised,  by  vir- 
tue of  this  act,  a  poundage  of  four  pence  in  the  pound  for  their  services 
in  collecting  the  said  tax  and  paying  the  same  into  the  hands  of  the 
respective  county  treasurers;  and  the  several  county  treasurers  shall  be 
allowed,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  retain  in  their  hands  out  of 
the  monies,  they  shall  respectively  receive  from  the  several  collectors 
as  aforesaid,  at  the  rate  of  one  half  per  cent  for  their  services,  in  receiv- 
ing the  said  monies,  and  paying  the  same  into  the  treasury  of  this  State. 
And,  that  the  several  collectors,  shall  from  time  to  time,  as  they  shall 
receive  the  said  tax  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act,  pay  the  same  in 
manner  herein  before  directed  never  retaining  in  their  possession 
respectively  a  sum  exceeding  two  thousand  pounds. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  assessors, 
shall  proceed  to  make  the  assessments,  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  as  soon 
as  conveniently  may  be,  so  that  the  same  may  be  compleated  on  or  before 
the  first  Tuesday  in  April  next,  and  the  collectors  shall  collect  the  tax 
to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act,  within  thirty  days,  after  the  tax  lists 
shall  be  delivered  to  them  respectively.     And  the  supervisor  or  in  his 
absence  the  town  clerk  in  each  respective  ward,  town,  manor,  district  or 
precinct  shall   forthwith,  upon  the   passing  of   this  act  convene  the 
assessors,  in  order  that  they  may  enter  upon  the  business  of  making  the 
assessments. 
And  whereas  Assessments  in  consequence  of  the  act,  for  raising  mon- 
_    _   ies  to  be  applied  towards  the  public  exigencies  of  the  State,  passed  the 
sessments.  twenty  eighth  day  of  March  last,  have  in  many  places  been  unequally 
made,  and  in  many  places  the  tax  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  the  said  act, 
hath  not  been  duly  collected;  in  order  therefore  the  more  effectually 
to  provide  against  unequal  assessments,  and  for  the  more  orderly  collect- 
ing of  taxes  in  future. 
Supervis-        Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  supervisors  of  the 
and^p!"*^*  several  counties  shall  meet  together,  in  their  respective  counties  at  such 
point  three  time  and  in  such  place  as  shall  be  notified  by  the  clerks  of  the  respect- 
ive counties  (who  are  hereby  severally  authorized  and  required  forth- " 
with  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  by  circular  letters,  to  call  a  meeting  of 
the  said  supervisors  in  their  respective  counties  for  the  purpose)  That 
the  supervisors  of  the  county,  or  the  major  part  of  them  at  such  meet- 
ing shall  appoint,  three  persons  out  of  their  body,  to  superintend  the 
raising  of  the  tax  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act,  in  their  respective 
counties. — That  the  said  three  supervisors  so  to  be  appointed  for  each 
o?8u*er-^  county,  or  the  majority  of  them,  shall  within  the  respective  counties  for 
visors  so     which  they  shall  be  so  appointed,  be  vested  with  the  following  powers 
appointed.  ^^^  authorities,  (to  wit)  From  time  to  time  whenever  they  shall  deem  it 
expedient,  to  summon  the  assessors  and  collectors  of  the  several  wards, 
towns,  manors,  districts  and  precincts  within  their  respective  counties, 
to  appear  before  them,  at  such  time,  and  in  such  place,  in  each  respec- 
tive ward,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  as  they  shall  appoint  —  To 
cause  the  assessors  to  lay  the  assessment-rolls  before  them,  for  their  in- 
spection, and  where  they  shall  suspect  that  any  lands  or  the  personal  es- 
tate of  any  person  shall  be  assessed  either  at  an  higher  or  lower  rate  than 
the  same  ought  to  be  assessed  at,  agreeable  to  the  mode  of  assessing 
prescribed,  by  this  act,  to  recommit  such  improper  assessments,  to  the 
assessors,  to  be  reviewed  and  reconsidered  by  them  —  In  cases  where 
the  assessoss  shall  not  have  made  the  assessments  within  the  time,  for 
that  purpose  herein  before  limitted,  to  assign  a   further   time  within 
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which  such  assessments  shall  be  made,  and  if  the  several  collectors 
shall  not  have  collected  the  tax,  to  be  raised  in  pursuance  of  this  act, 
within  the  time  herein  before  limited,  to  assign  a  further  time  not  ex- 
ceeding thirty  days,  except  in  the  cases  of  appropriated  unimproved 
lands,  within  which  they  shall  respectively  collect  the  same  —  To  note 
the  defaults  or  misconducts  of  the  assessors  and  collectors,  and  report 
them  to  the  attorney-general  for  prosecution  —  In  cases  where  the 
inhabitants  of  any  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct  shall  not  have 
elected  assessors  or  collectors  or  either  of  them,  or  where  by  the  death, 
removal,  refusal  to  accept,  or  inability  to  serve,  there  shall  not  be  a  ma- 
jority of  assessors,  or  collector,  in  any  ward,  town,  manor,  district  or 
precinct,  to  issue  their  warrant  to  the  town  clerk,  for  calling  a  town 
meeting,  on  such  day,  as  they  shall  appoint,  (or  where  there  shall  be  no 
town  clerk,  then  to  call  a  town  meeting  themselves)  for  electing  asses- 
sors and  collector,  where  none  shall  have  been  elected,  or  for  electing  an 
assessor  or  assessors  or  collector  in  the  stead  of  the  assessor  or  asses- 
sors or  collector,  so  dying,  removing,  refusing  to  accept  or  becoming  un- 
able to  serve,  as  the  case  may  be  —  To  cause  the  assessment  rolls  and  Tax  lists 
tax  lists  to  be  fairly  made  out,  and  when  so  made  out,  to  sign  the  tax  warrant  to 
lists  (and  which  tax  lists  so  signed,  by  any  two  of  the  said  supervisors,  JJ^^oJjJJ^ 
shall  be  sufficient  warrants  to  the  collectors,  for  levying  and  collecting  log  tax, 
the  taxes  contained  in  them,  without  any  other  or  further  warrant)  and 
cause  them  to  be  delivered  to  the  collectors,  and  to  cause  copies  of  the 
assessment  rolls  to  be  filed  with  the  treasurer  of  the  county,  and  the 
treasurer  of  the  State;  to  cause  the  several  collectors  when  they  shall 
so  appear  before  them  to  render  an  account  of  the  monies  which  they 
have  severally  collected,  and  of  the  taxes,  which  shall  remain  unpaid, 
and  if  they  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  direct  the  several  collectors  to 
pay  the  monies  which  they  shall  severally  have  in  hand  into  the  hands 
of  the  treasurer  of  the  county.  Provided  always  that  no  monies  of  Proviso  as 
the  Continental  emissions  of  the  twentieth  of  May  one  thousand  seven  ^Saf  ^*' 
hundred  and  seventy-seven,  and  the  eleventh  of  April  one  thousand  money, 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  shall  be  paid  to  or  received  by  the 
several  collectors,  in  payment  or  discharges  of  taxes,  after  the  first  day 
of  May  next;  nor  to  or  by  any  county  treasurer,  for  the  use  aforesaid, 
after  the  eighth  day  of  May  next;  nor  to  or  by  the  treasurer  of  this 
State,  for  the  use  aforesaid,  after  the  twentieth  day  of  May  next. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  three  Tax  list, 
supervisors  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  as  soon  as  the  assessments  ^JlJuin. 
shall  be  compleated  in  any  ward,  town,  manor,  district,  or  precinct  within 
the  counties  for  which  they  shall  be  so  respectively  appointed,  form 
agreable  to  such  assessments,  a  tax  list  for  such  ward,  town,  manor,  dis- 
trict or  precinct  to  contain  the  names  of  the  persons  severally  possessing 
such  improved  lands  as  aforesaid,  within  such  town,  ward,  manor,  dis- 
trict or  precinct  and  opposite  to  the  names  of  the  said  persons  respect- 
ively the  amount  of  the  tax  laid  on  the  said  lands  respectively  to  be 
computed  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling  in  the  pound  for  every  pound  at 
which  the  said  lands  shall  be,respectively  assessed.  And  the  names  of  the 
several  persons  residing  within  such  ward,  town,  manor,  district  or  pre- 
cinct who  shall  have  been  assessed  for  their  personal  estate  and  oppo- 
site to  the  names  of  the  said  persons  respectively  the  amount  of  the  tax 
laid  on  such  persons  respectively,  for  their  personal  estate,  to  be  com- 
puted at  the  rate  of  six  pence  in  the  pound  for  every  pound  at  which 
the  personal  estate  of  the  said  persons  respectively  shall  be  assessed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  assessors.  Assessors 
before  they  make  the  assessments,  shall  divide  their  respective  wards,  ^  divide 
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towD8,etc.,  towns,  manors,  districts  and  precincts  into  neighbourhoods,  and  divide 
iwrtioo<S  themselves  into  classes,  and  assign  to  each  class  a  neighbourhood,  and 
etc.  that  each  class  shall  within  the  neighbourhood  to  be  assigned  to  them, 

make  due  and  diligent  enquiry  with  respect  to  the  value  of  the  lands, 
and  with  respect  to  the  amount  of  the  personal  estate  of  each  respective 
person. 
P«n*ity  for     And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid;  That  if  any  assessor 
perform^  or  collector  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  appear  before  the  said  three  super- 
dufa^*.**       visors  oj  a  majority  of  them,  when  duly  notified  by  writing  under  their 
hands,  or  if  the  assessors  shall  refuse  to  lay  the  assessment  rolls  before 
them,  when  thereunto  required,  or  if  the  assessors  shall  refuse  to  review 
or  reconsider  such  assessments,  as  shall  be  recommitted  to  them  for  that 
purpose,  or  if  the  collectors  shall  refuse  to  render  an  account,  to  the 
said  three  supervisors,  or  a  majority  of  them  in  manner  herein  before 
directed,  when  thereunto  required  by  the  said  three  supervisors,  or  a 
majbrity  of  them,  or  if  the  assessors  shall   neglect   to  compleat  the 
assessments,  within  the  time  by  the  said  three  supervisors,  or  a  majority 
of  them,  from  time  to  time  to  be  assigned,  the  person  or.  persons  so 
offending  shall  for  each  and  every  such  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  pounds  to  the  people  of  this  State  to  be  recovered  by  action 
of  debt,  in  the  name  of  the  treasurer  of  this  State  in  the  supreme 
court  of  this  State,  with  costs  of  suit,  and  when  recovered,  shall  be 
paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  State;  and  it  is  hereby  expressly  made  the 
duty  of  the  said  three  supervisors,  or  the  majority  of  them,  to  report 
every  such  offender,  to  the  attorney  general,  and  it  is  hereby  also, 
expressly  made  his  duty  to  sue  and  prosecute  for  the  recovery  of  every 
such  penalty,  and  to  pay  the  same  when  recovered  into  the  treasury  of 
this  State. 
Oolieotora       And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  if  upon  ren- 
top^over  dering  such  account  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  three  super- 
mooeysiia-  yisors  or  a  majority  of  them,  that  any  collector  shall  be  possessed  of 
for  arrears  any  monies  which  he  ought  to  have  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  county 
?DterMt?^^  treasurer,  or  that  any  of  the  tax  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall 
be  in  arrear,  and  which  such  collector  could  have  levied  and  collected, 
.  such  collector  shall  be  liable  to  pay  all  such  monies  which  he  shall  be 
then  possessed  of,  and  which  he  ought  to  have  paid  into  the  hands  of 
the  county  treasurer,  and  all  such  arrears  of  tax  with  interest  for  the 
same  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  per  cent  per  annum,  from  the  time  when  such 
monies  ought  to  have  been  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  county  treasurer, 
or  when  such  arrears  of  tax  could  have  been  levied  and  collected,  to  be 
recovered  with  costs,  by  action  of  debt  and  to  which  suit  the  defendant 
Treasurer  may  plead  the  general  issue  and  give  any  special  matter  in  evidence.  And 
cute'i^    it  is  hereby  expressly  made  the  duty  of  the  three  supervisors,  or  the  ma- 
same,        jority  of  them,  to  report  every  such  case  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county 
for  the  time  being,  who  is  hereby  expressly  required  to  sue  and  prosecute 
for  the  same,  in  the  manner  herein  directed;  and  on  recovery  thereof,  to 
pay  the  same,  into  the  treasury  of  this  State.     And  to  the  end  that  the 
assessors  may  be  enabled  to  obtain  evidence  with  respect  to  the  value  or 
amount  of  any  personal  estate,  the  value  whereof  shall  in  the  judgment 
of  the  assessors  be  doubtful. 
Assessors        Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  assessors 
inepe^ns  or  a  majority  of  them,  may  by  writing  under  their  hands,  summon  any 
tovafueofP^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^i"*^»  ^^^  at  such  place  within  their  respective  wards, 
persooai     towns,  manors,  districts  and  precincts,  as  they  shall  think  proper,  to  be 
©state.        examined  on  oath,  or  if  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  on  affirmation, 
which  oath   or  affirmation,  the  assessors  or   a  majority  of  them  are 
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hereby  authorized  to  administer  touching  the  value  or  amount  of  any 
personal  estate  ;  and  if  any  person  so  to  be  summoned  shall  not  upon 
being  served  with  such  summons  appear  before  the  said  assessors,  or 
appearing  shall  refuse  to  answer  to  interrogatories  upon  oath,  or  if  of 
the  people  called  Quakers,  on  affirmation,  touching  the  value  or  amount 
of  the  personal  estate,  of  any  person  within  such  ward,  town,  manor,  dis- 
trict or  precinct,  shall  for  every  offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
pounds  to  be  recovered  and  when  recovered  paid  in  like  manner  as  is 
herein  before  directed  in  the  sixth  clause  of  this  act,  so  as  the  person  to 
be  summoned  shall  not  be  compelled  to  answer  to  any  interrogatories 
touching  the  value  or  amount  of  his  or  her  property;  provided  always, 
that  no  such  evidence  shall  be  conclusive  for  forming  any  assessment, 
but  that  the  assessors  shall  be  at  liberty  to  determine  the  actual  value  of 
such  personal  property  as  aforesaid,  by  such  evidence  as  aforesaid,  or 
any  other  means  which  in  their  judgment  may  be  deemed  most  proper 
for  estimating  such  actual  value. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  fees,  Fees,  etc., 
salaries,  perquisites,  profits  or  earnings  of  any  office  place  or  con^n^is-' pj,5j|{f^' 
sion  under  the  United  States  or  this  State  (not  being  an  office  or  com-  estate, 
mission  in  the  line  of  the  army  of  the  United  States)  or  if  any  traffic, 
trade  or  profession  shall  be  deemed  part  of  the  personal  estate  of  the 
person    holding    using  or  exercising   such    office    place  commission 
traffic  trade  or  profession,  and  exclusive  of  and  be  added  to  his  or  her 
other  personal  estate ;    And  the  same  shall  be  assessed  at  what  in  the  to  be  a»- 
judgment  of  the  assessors,  shall  be  deemed  the  amount  thereof,  for  the  »«»»«<*• 
space  of  nine  months  next  preceeding  the  time  of  making  the  assess- 
ments to  be  made  in  pursuance  of  this  act.     So  as  this  clause  shall 
not  be  construed  to  subject  a  person  holding  any  office  or  place  under 
this  State,  to  be  taxed  for  any  salary  which  may  be  granted  to  such  per- 
son by  the  legislature,  or  the  ministers  of  the  gospel,  to  be  taxed  for  their 
respective  salaries. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^   That  each  and  Powers  of 
every  of  the  said  three  supervisors,  so  to  be  appointed  in  each  county  to  peJ^fgore 
superintend  the  raising  of  the  tax,  to  be  raised  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  to  superin- 
shall  with  respect  to  the  said  tax  be  vested  with  and  exercise  the  pow-  [ng  of^tax, 
ers  and  authorities  hereby  granted,  notwithstanding  the  time  for  which  ^^<'- 
they  were  respectively  elected  supervisors  may  expire  before  the  tax  to 
be  raised  in  pursuance  of  this  act  shall  be  collected,  and  paid  into  the 
hands  of  the  county  treasurers;  and  that  in  case  of  the  death,  removal 
or  inability  to  serve  of  any  of  the  three  supervisors,  to  be  appointed  as 
aforesaid,  to  superintend  the  execution  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  supervisors  in  the  respective  counties  to  appoint  other,  or  others 
of  their   body,  in   the   stead   of   the   person   so   dying,   removing  or 
becoming  unable  to  serve,  as  the  case  may  be ;  and  the  clerks  of  the 
several  counties,  shall  upon  information  of  such  vacancy,  by  circular 
letters,  from  time  to  time  call  meetings  of  the  supervisors  for  the  pur- 
pose of  filling  up  any  vacancies  that  may  happen  in  either  of  the  cases 
aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  Compensa- 
three  supervisors  so  to  be  appointed  in  each  county  shall  be  allowed  ^^^^  *^'* 
such  sum  for  their  services  and  subsistence  for  each  day  they  shall  be 
respectively  actually  employed  in  the  business,  hereby  committed  to  them, 
(besides  the  expences  of  messengers,  clerks,  paper  and  other  inciden- 
tal matters)  as  the  supervisors  of  the  respective  counties  shall  deem 
reasonable  and  adequate;  and  which  sums  and  incidental  expences,  shall 
be  allowed  and  paid  in  like  manner  as  the  contingent  charges  of  the 
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county  are  allowed  and  paid  and  that  each  assessor  shall  be  allowed 
for  each  day  he  shall  be  actually  employed  in  making  the  assessments 
in  pursuance  of  this  act,  the  sum  of  sixteen  shillings  for  his  subsistence, 
to  be  allowed,  and  paid,  in  like  manner  as  last  aforesaid. 
Persons  ex.      And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  no  person 
tSation*™  serving  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  of  America,  as  a  regimental 
under  this  Continental  officer,  or  as  a  private  engaged  to  serve  for  the  space  of 
*°**  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  and  no  person  having  a  family  whose 

personal  estate  shall  not  be  assessed  at  upwards  of  three  hundred 
pounds,  shall  be  subject  to  be  taxed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  for  their  per- 
sonal estate,  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 
T«  on^  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  a  further  tax 
latSs!^  of  one  shilling  on  the  pound  shall  by  virtue  of  this  act,  be  raised  on  the 
amount  of  all  unimproved  appropriated  lands  (except  wood  lands, 
kept  for  the  purposes  of  fuel  and  timber,  and  deemed  parts  of  an  im- 
proved farm)  not  subject  to  a  right  of  commonage  of  any  kind  what- 
•soever 
Howto  be  That  such  unimproved  lands,  shall  be  assessed  by  the  assessors,  of  the 
town,  manor,  district  or  precinct  in  which  such  lands  shall  respectively 
be,  and  if  any  such  unimproved  lands  shall  not  be  comprehended 
within  the  limits  of  any  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct  the  supervis- 
ors of  the  county  shall  at  the  meeting,  to  be  held  in  pursuance  of  this 
act,  for  electing  three  supervisors  to  superintend  the  execution  of  this 
act  in  the  county,  or  at  some  subsequent  meeting,  annex  such  unim- 
proved lands  as  last  aforesaid  to  the  adjacent  towns,  manors,  districts 
or  precincts  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  deem  most  expedient,  in  order 
that  the  same  may  be  assessed  by  the  assessors  of  the  town,  manor,  dis- 
trict or  precinct  to  which  they  shall  be  so  respectively  annexed  —  That 
all  such  unimproved  appropriated  lands,  shall  be  assessed,  at  what  in  the 
judgment  of  the  assessors  would  have  been  deemed  the  value  thereof  in 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  five  —  And  the  asses- 
sors shall  return  the  assessments  of  such  unimproved  appropriated  lands 
to  the  commissioners  in  the  said  act,  for  raising  monies  to  be  applied 
towards  the  public  exigencies  of  the  State,  mentioned,  which  comnais- 
sioners  shall  with  respect  to  such  unimproved  appropriated  lands  enjoy 
and  exercise  in  all  things  similar  powers  and  authorities,  and  be  subject 
to  similar  duties,  as  by  this  law  is  given  and  prescribed  to  the  supervis- 
ors to  be  appointed  by  virtue  hereof  with  respect  to  appropriated  im- 
proved lands,  and  the  said  tax  hereby  laid  on  such  unimproved  appro- 
priated lands,  shall  in  every  other  respect  be  raised  in  like  manner  as 
the  tax  on  unimproved  appropriated  lands  is  directed  to  be  raised  in  and 
by  the  said  act. 
Proviso  as  And  whereas  by  the  destruction  of  the  estates  and  property  of  divers 
impover?*  ^^  ^^^  Subjects  of  this  State,  by  the  calamities  of  war  and  the  want  of 
ished  by  means  by  their  honest  industry  to  repair  their  respective  losses  occa- 
^"*  sioned  in  manner  aforesaid,  some  of  them  are  rendered  totally  unable  at 

present  to  pay  any  taxes,  and  others  of  them  are  so  far  impoverished, 
that  a  tax  on  their  remaining  property  in  the  manner  hereby  above 
established  would  be  an  intolerable  burden. 
Assessors       Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  assessors,  shall 
sucL  per-  ^^^  ^re  hereby  authorized  at  their  discretion  either  totally  to  omit  such 
sons.         persons  respectively  out  of  their  assessments,  or  to  assess  their  remain- 
ing estates  respectively,  without  having  regard  to  the  real  value  of  the 
said  estates  respectively,  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary 
hereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 
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And  to  the  end  that  justice  may  be  done  to  such  parts  of  the  State 
where  assessments  shall  be  properly  made.  And  that  the  legislature  of 
this  State  may  he  enabled  to  correct  inequalities  in  assessments. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  several  county  treasu-  oounty 
rers  in  this  State  shall  transmit  without  delay  to  the  treasurer  of  this  JJf^Jot" 
State,  certified  under  their  respective  hands,  copies  of  the  amount  of  the  mitto  leg- 
several  sums  paid  into  the  respective  county  treasuries,  as  well  between  ^Ju^t 
the  years  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  and  one  thousand  J^""?^ 
seven  hundred  and  seventy,  as  on  the  last  tax  law  of  this  State  for  gov-     ** 
erament  taxes,  by  each  respective  city,  town,  borough,  manor,  district  and 
precinct,  within  the  several  counties  respectively.     And  also  that  the  snpeiriB- 
several  and  respective  supervisors,  shall  without  delay  transmit  to  the  Jmnwnit 
treasurer  of  this  State  certified  copies  of  the  special  assessments  of  fifty  copies  of 
pounds  per  thousand  in  the  last  mentioned  tax  laid  on  those  who  have  SSSmentsT 
gained  by  trade,  merchandize,  trafic  or  manufactory,  since  the  twelfth 
day  of  December  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six,  with  an 
arrangement  of  the  names  of  the  persons  taxed,  in  their  several  places 
of  abode  ;  and  that  the  treasurer  of  this  State,  shall  lay  the  said  certi- 
fied copies,  before  the  legislature  at  their  next  meeting. 

And  be  it  futrher  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  public  Pabllo 
faith  of  this  State,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  pledged,  to  the  inhabitants  of  SJS^red  to 
such  parts  of  the  State,  who  shall  bear  and  pay  their  equal  and  due  pro-  "*^*'*^ 
portion  of  the  tax  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act.  That  the  legislature  p*^°* 
will  at  a  future  day,  devise  ways  and  means  for  discovering  where  the 
lands  or  personal  estates  within  any  ward,  town,  manor,  district  or  pre- 
cinct, have  not  been  assessed  at  the  full  amount  or  value  thereof,  agree- 
able to  the  rate  of  assessing  hereby  prescribed,  and  for  compelling  such 
wards,  tOMrns,  manors,  districts  or  precincts,  where  it  shall  appear  that 
the  assessments  were  made  at  an  under  rate,  to  pay  their  deficiencies 
with  interest  for  the  same  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum  from 
the  time  when  the  same  ought  to  have  been  paid. 


CHAP,  IT. 

AN  ACT,  to  lay  a  duty  of  excise  on  strong  liquors,  to  appropri- 
ate the  monies  arising  therefrom,  and  for  the  better  regulation 
of  inns  and  taverns  within  this  State. 

Passed  the  2d  of  March,  1779. 

I.  Be  it  encuted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  commia- 
in  Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  **°"j®P  ^^ 
same.   That  the  following  several  persons  shall  be  commissioners  of 
excise  for  the  several  cities,  towns,  manors,  districts  and  precincts 
within  this  State,  that  is  to  say,  for  the  city  of  Albany,  the  mayor  of  the 
said  city  for  the  time  being,  and  for  each  town,  manor,  district  or  pre- 
cinct within  this  State,  the  supervisor  or  supervisors  thereof,  for  the 
time  being.     That  the  said  commissioners  shadl  by  writing  under  their  To  grant 
respective  hands,  grant  to  the  several  persons  within  the  respective  Uo*"^- 
places  for  which  they  are  severally  hereby  appointed  commissioners, 
who  shall  apply  for  the  same,  licences  to   retail  strong  or  spiritous, 
liquors  under  five  gallons;  And  which  licences  shall  continue  in  force  from 
the  time  of  granting  the  same,  until  the  first  day  of  March  which  will  be 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  no  longer. 
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That  the  said  commissioners  shall,  within  the  respective  places,  for  which 
they  are  hereby  appointed  commissioners,  determine  and  ascertain,  what 
each  respective  person  applying  for  such  licence  as  aforesaid,  shall  pay 
for  the  same,  as  a  duty  of  excise;  and  which  sum  so  to  be  determined 
and  ascertained,  together  with  the  sum  of  sixteen  shillings  as  a  fee  to 
the  said  commissioner  for  granting  such  licence,  shall  be  paid  by  the 
person  applying  for  such  licence,  before  such  person  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  same. 

Provided  nevertheless,  That  the  said  commissioners  shall  not  respec- 
tively grant  a  licence  to  any  person,  applying  for  the  same  as  an  inn 
keeper  or  tavern  keeper,  to  retail  strong  and  spiritous  liquors,  to  be 
drank  and  consumed  within  their  own  houses,  unless  such  person  shall 
previously  produce  to,  and  lodge  with  such  commissioner  a  certificate 
subscribed  by  two  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county  residing  nearest  to 
the  place  of  abode  of  such  person  and  six  substantial  freeholders  of  the 
city,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  in  which  such  person  so  ap- 
plying shall  reside,  certifying  that  such  person  is  of  good  and  honest 
fame  and  reputation,  and  well  attached  to  the  freedom  and  independ- 
ence of  the  United  States;  and  unless  also  such  person  shall  produce 
and  lodge  with  the  commissioner  a  certificate  signed  by  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  in  the  city,  borough,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  wherein,  or 
nearest  to  that  wherein  the  commissioner  shall  reside  that  the  said  per- 
son has  taken  before  him  the  following  oath  of  allegiance  towit. 

I.  A  B.  do  solemnly  swear  and  declare  in  the  presence  of  Almighty- 
God,  (or  if  of  the  people  called  Quakers  declare  and  aflSrm)  that  I 
will  bear  true  faith  and  allegiance  to  the  State  of  New  York,  as  a  free 
and  independent  State;  and  that  I  will  in  all  things  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  and  ability,  do  my  duty  as  a  good  subject  of  the  said  State 
ought  to  do;  so  help  me  God;  and  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  conven- 
ience and  accomodation  of  travellers  that  such  persons  should  be  per- 
mitted to  retail  strong  or  spiritous  liquors.  And  provided  farther  that 
the  sum  so  to  be  determined  and  ascertained  by  the  commissioner,  for 
the  licence  aforesaid,  shall  be  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  strong  or 
spiritous  liquors  deemed  to  be  retailed  by  each  respective  person,  and 
shall  not  be  less  than  two  dollars,  nor  more  than  four  dollars,  for  each 
month  for  which  the  said  licence  shall  be  granted. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  com- 
missioners shall  from  time  to  time  pay  the  monies  they  shall  respec- 
tively receive,  as  and  for  the  duty  of  excise,  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this 
act,  into  their  respective  county  treasuries,  to  be  applied  towards  defray- 
ing the  contingent  charges  of  the  counties  where  the  same  shall  be 
raised. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  any  and 
every  person  who  shall  after  the  first  day  of  April  next,  retail  strong 
liquors,  without  such  licence  first  had  and  obtained  the  person  so  oflfend- 
ing,  shall  for  every  offence  forfiet  the  sum  of  ten  pounds,  with  costs  of  suit, 
to  be  recovered  in  an  action  of  debt  in  the  name  of  the  commissioner 
of  the  city,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  where  the  offence  shall  arise, 
before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county.  And  when  recovered  paid 
and  applied  in  like  manner  as  aforesaid.  And  it  is  hereby  expressly 
made  the  duty  of  the  several  commissioners,  from  time  to  time,  as  such 
offences  shall  arise,  to  prosecute  for  the  penalty  above  inflicted. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  encuted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any 
commissioner  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  into  the  county  treasury,  the 
monies  which  he  shall  from  time  to  time  receive  as  and  for  the  duty  of 
excise  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act,  or  for  the  above  penalties,  aU 
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such  monies  which  he  shall  so  from  time  to  time  detain,  shall  be  recov-  J^®g°^' 
crable  from  him,  by  suit  to  be  commenced  in  the  name  of  the  treas-  suit.   ^ 
urer  of  the  county,  on  assumpsit  for  monies  received  to  his  use,  in  which 
action  the  defendant  shall  be  held  to  bail,  and  the  plaintiff  shall  be 
entitled  to  costs,  as  in  other  actions  on  assumpsit 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  mayor,  Offloere 
aldermen  and  commonalty  of  the  city  of  Albany  in  conmion  council  SJSrmine 
convened,  and  the  supervisors  and  assessors  of  each  respective  town,  ^^^}^  ^^ 
manor,  district  or  precinct,  within  this  State,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  ^Situate, 
every  three  months  assize  and  determine  the  price  of  victuals,  forage,  "^"copies 
lodging  and  liquors,  to  be  taken  by  the  several  tavemkeepers  and  inn-  to  i>e 
holders  within  their  respective  jurisdictions,  and  shall  forthwith  cause  p^SiSy 
copies  of  such  assize  to  be  left  at  the  usual  place  of  abode  of  each  tavern-  Jor  receiv- 
keeper  or  innholder,  within  their  respective  jurisdictions;  and  each  and  pjfo^^^.*^ 
every  tavemkeeper  or  innholder  shall  place  a  copy  of  the  said  assize  in 
the  most  public  part  of  his  house  and  if  any  such  tavemkeeper  or  inn- 
holder, shall  aiter  being  served  with  such  assize  in  manner  aforesaid, 
either  directly  or  indirectly  demand  or  receive  from  any  passenger  or 
traveller,  any  greater  price  for  victuals  lodging,  forage  or  liquors,  than 
shall  be  specified  and  prescribed  by  such  assize  ;  or  refuse  to  shew  such 
copy  of  the  assize  to  any  person  who  shall  require  the  same  ;  such  tav- 
emkeeper or  innholder  shall  forfeit  for  every  such  offence  the  sum  of 
five  pounds,  to  be  recovered  in  a  summary  way  before  any  justice  of  the 
peace  within  the  county  where  such  tavemkeeper  or  innholder  shall 
reside,  in  an  action  of  debt,  by  any  person  that  will  sue  for  the  same  ; 
And  to  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the 
offender,  by  warrant  to  be  directed  to  any  constable  of  the  city,  town, 
manor,  district  or  precinct  where  the  offence  shall  arise. 

VL  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  each  and  pavmenta 
every  person  who  now  is  possessed  of  any  monies  which  he  may  have  ^2^^^^^ 
heretofore  received  as  a  commissioner  of  excise,  for  a  duty  of  excise,  made  to 
shall  forthwith  pay  the  same  into  the  hands  of  the  respective  county  t^^urer. 
treasurers,  to  be  applied  in  like  manner  as  the  duty  to  be  raised  by 
virtue  of  this  act;  and  if  any  person  so  possessed  of  such  monies,  shall 
refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  the  same  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county,  the  same 
shall  be  recoverable  from  him,  in  like  manner  as  is  directed  in  the  fourth 
clause  of  this  act. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  and  it  is  hereby  Act  not  to 
pravidedy  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  Ju?ie*re  nor 
any  sutler  in  the  army,  from  retailing  strong  liquors  without  such  licence  to  abridge 
as  aforesaid,  or  to  make  void,  abridge  or  any  way  lessen  the  several  (r4n^  in 
rights,  or  privileges  granted  unto  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Albany  q,J^|^^ 
and  the  borough  of  Westchester  by  their  respective  charters,  any  thing 
contained  in  this  act,  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^   That  all  Licenses 
licences  or  permits  for  retailing  strong  or  spiritous  liquors,  granted,  or  to  fSuJoy*©^/ 
be  granted,  in  pursuance  of  any  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  late  colony  New  York, 
of  New  York,  are  hereby  declared  null  and  void.    And  that  all  acts  of  ^*^   *  * 
the  legislature  of  the  said  colony  for  laying  a  duty  of  excise  on  strong 
liquors,  shall  be  suspended  during  the  continuance  of  this  act;  and  that 

^  act  shall  remain  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  March,  which  will  be 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  no 
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AN  ACT  to   prohibit    the  distilling  of  spiritous  liquors  from 

grain. 

Passed  the  2d  of  March,  1779. 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorh,  represented 
in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  That  no  person  or  persons,  within  this  State,  do  presume  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  April  next  to  distill,  or  cause  to  be  distilled,  within 
this  State  any  spiritous  liquors  from  grain. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any 
person,  or  persons,  shall  at  any  time  after  the  said  first  day  of  April  next, 
distill,or  cause  to  be  distilled,  any  spiritous  liquors,  from  grain,  contrary  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  the  person  so  offending  shall 
forfeit  for  each  offence,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds,  to  the  people  of 
this  State,  to  be  recovered  by  suit  in  the  name  of  the  treasurer  of  this 
State,  and  when  recovered,  paid  into  the  treasury  thereof,  in  which  suit, 
the  defendant  shall  be  held  to  bail  as  in  actions  of  debt  on  specialty, 
and  the  plaintiff,  or  plaintiffs,  shall  be  entitled  to  costs. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  spirit- 
ous liquors,  distilled  within  this  State,  from  grain,  after  the  time  afore- 
said, shall  be  liable  to  be  seized  and  sold,  and  the  monies  arising  there- 
from, after  deducting  the  expence  of  such  seizure,  and  sale,  be  paid  into 
the  hands  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  city,  town,  manor,  district 
or  precinct,  where  such  seizure  shall  be  made,  and  for  the  use  of  the 
poor  thereof. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for,  and  it  is  hereby  expressly  made  the  duty  of  each,  and  every 
justice  of  the  peace,  within  the  respective  cities  and  counties,  by  war- 
rant under  their  hands  respectively,  to  be  directed  to  any  constable  of 
the  city,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  where  such  spiritous  liquors 
shall  be  found,  to  cause  all  spiritous  liquors,  which  by  examining  any 
witnesses  on  oath  or  affirmation,  shall  appear  to  the  said  justices  respect- 
ively to  have  been  distilled  from  grain,  within  this  State,  after  the  time 
herein  above  limited,  to  be  seized  and  sold,  and  the  monies  arising  from 
the  sale  thereof,  after  deducting  such  expences,  as  aforesaid,  to  be  paid 
into  the  hands  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  for  the  use  aforesaid. 


CHAP.  19. 


AN  ACT,  to  allow  to  sherifs  and  constables,  an  increase  of  fees. 

Passed  the  2d  of  March,  1779. 

Preamble.  WHEREAS  the  fees  allowed  to  sherifs  and  constables,  are  at  present 
very  inadequate  to  the  expence  attending  the  execution  of  their  respect- 
ive offices. 

I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  repre- 
sented in  Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  the  fees  heretofore  allowed  to  sherifs  and  constables,  in 
civil  suits,  shall  be  increased  in  a  four  fold  proportion;  and  that   all 
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sherifs  and  constables,  shall  be  authorized  to  take  and  receive  all  fees 
in  the  execution  of  their  respective  offices,  in  such  proportion.  Pro- 
vided, that  nothing  herein  contained,  shall  be  construed  to  allow  any  far- 
ther or  greater  poundage  on  executions,  than  the  poundage  heretofore 
allowed. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  this  act  shall  Time  act 
continue  in  force,  until  the  first  day  of  November  next,  and  no  longer,  unu^'hi 

foroe. 


CHAP.  20. 

AN  ACT  to  prevent  certain  inconveniencies  which  may  result  to 
this  State,  by  reason  that  the  emissions  of  Continental  currency 
of  May  twentieth  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy  seven  and 
April  eleventh  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  are  called 
out  of  circulation. 

Passed  the  4th  of  March,  1779. 

Whereas  the  congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  did,  by  res-  Preamble 
olution  passed  on  the  second  day  of  January  last  declare,  that  all  bills  SIiiut«d  by 
emitted  by  the  authority  of  the  said  congress  of  the  emissions  of  May  ^^9^^ 
twentieth  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy  seven,  and  of  April  eleventh,  5Jlt  of 
seventeen  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  should  be  taken  out  of  circulation,  ^*J^****' 
and  only  be  received  for  debts  and  taxes  into  the  Continental  treasury, 
and  the  State  treasuries  for  Continental  taxes,  until  the  first  day  of  June, 
next,  and  not  afterwards  be  redeemable. 

And  whereas  by  the  mode  of  taxation  observed  in  this  State,  there  is 
no  distinction  between  the  Continental  and  the  State  tax,  by  reason 
whereof  it  will  become  necessary  for  the  greater  security,  and  to  prevent 
any  of  the  said  bills  from  remaining  irredeemable  in  the  treasury  of  this 
State,  that  all  the  said  bills  which  shall  be  received  in  the  treasury  ot 
thb  State  should  be  paid  into  the  Continental  loan  office,  to  be  exchanged 
for  other  bills,  to  be  provided  for  the  purpose  in  pursuance  of  the  said 
resolution 

I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre-  Tieaaurer 
^nted  in  Senate  and  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  *^p*^^"*" 
the  same,  That  the  treasurer  of  this  State  shall  after  the  twentieth  day  of  "ifto  Con- 
May  next,  and  before  the  said  first  day  of  June  next,  pay  into  the  Con-  fi^'^^oe. 
tinental  loan  office  within  this  State,  all  such  of  the  said  bills  as  shall 

be  then  in  the  treasury  of  this  State,  to  the  end,  that  they  may  be  ex- 
changed in  manner  above  mentioned. 

And  whereas  divers  sums  of  money  consisting  in  part  or  in  the  whole  ptotIso  as 
of  such  bills  as  aforesaid,  have  been  advanced  from  the  treasury  of  this  ^Jf^JlJ^^ 
State  to  several  persons  for  public  uses,  prior  to  the  publication  of  the  pubUo  use. 
said  resolution  within  this  State,  and  which  sums  may  still  remain  unex- 
pended in  the  hands  of  the  several  persons  to  whom  they  have  been  so 
advanced 

II.  Be  it  therefore  encuted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  persons  to  Repay- 
whom  monies  have  been  so  aidvanced,  may  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  ^^^  gfug 
May  next,  repay  such  of  the  said  monies  as  may  consist  of  the  said  into  state 
bills  mto  the  treasury,  and  the  treasurer  is  hereby  authorized  and  re-  ^"*®"^' 
quired  to  receive  the  same,  and  to  pay  to  the  several  persons  repaying 

5ach  bills,  other  bills  emitted  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  or 
of  this  State,  and  not  taken  out  of  circulation,  in  lieu  of  the  bills  so  re- 
paid. 
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And  whereas  the  commissioners  of  sequestration  in  the  several  coun- 
ties may,  also  in  the  execution  of  their  office  have  received  sums  con- 
sisting of  the  said  bills. 
TreaBuper       III.  ^^  //  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the 
wiialSom*  treasurer  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  to  receive  from  the  several 
commis-     commissioners  of  sequestration,  until  the  said  first  day  of  May  next,  all 
named.       such  of  the  said  bills  as  they  may  respectively  have  received  in  the  exe- 
cution of  their  office,  the  said  resolution  of  congress  taking  the  said  *bills 
out  of  circulation,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 


CHAP.  21. 

AN  .ACT,  for  procuring  an  immediate  supply  of  flour  for  the 

army. 

Passed  the  5th  of  March,  1779. 

ProTiso.         Whereas  notwithstanding  the  provisions  in  the  act  more  effectually 
to  provide  supplies  of  flour,  meal  and  wheat  for  the  army,  passed  the 
thirty  first  day  of  October  last,  and  the  extraordinary  powers  thereby 
granted  to  the  commissary  general  of  purchases.  His  deputies  and  assist- 
ants for  the  purpose,  competent  supplies  of  flour  have  not  been  provided 
for  the  use  of  the  army. 
Governor        I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Vorky  represented  in 
SSnt^er-  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 
Bona  to       That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  person  administring  the   government  of 
Sour"for     this  State  for  the  time  being,  by  writing  under  his  hand,  from  time  to 
^*™y-        time  to  appoint,  such  and  so  many  deligent  honest  inhabitants  of  this 
State,  to  procure  flour  for  the  army,  as  he  shall  think  proper,  and  from 
time  to  time  to  time,  in  his  discretion  to  supersede  such  appointments. 
Power  and  that  the  said  persons  so  to  be  appointed,  shall  be  vested  with  all  the 
pereoM  BO  powers  and  authorities  granted  by  the  said  act  to  the  commissary  gene- 
appointed,  pal  of  purchases,  his  deputies  or  assistants ;   that  the  said  two  persons 
so  to  be  appointed,  shall  severally,  from  time  to  time,  cause  the  flour, 
meal  or  wheat,  which  they  shall  procure  by  virtue  of  this  or  the  before 
mentioned  act,  to  be  transported  to  such  convenient  places  as  they  shall 
think  proper,  and  deliver  such  flour  meal  or  wheat,  and  the  bran  of  such 
of  the  said  wheat  as  they  shall  cause  to  be  manufactored  into  flour,   to 
the  said  commissary  general,  or  any  of  his  deputies  or  agents,  the  said 
commissary  general,  his  deputy  or  agent,  to  whom  such  flour,  meal,  wheat 
or  bran,  shall  be  delivered,  paying  for  the  same,  all  the  the  monies   ad- 
vanced in  procuring  and  transporting  the  same,  and  incidental  charges  re- 
lating thereto,  (except  the  private  expences  of  the  person  who  shall  have 
procured  such  flour  meal  or  wheat,)  together  with  four  shillings  for  every 
hundred  weight  of  flour  or  meal,  and  two  shillings  for  every  bushel   of 
wheat,  in  full  satisfaction  for  all  his  services. 

And  whereas  it  may  become  necessary  for  the  public  safety,  that   be- 
sides the  flour  meal  and  wheat,  subjected  to  seizure  by  the  said  act,  for 
the  use  of  the  army,  that  other  flour  meal  and  wheat  should  be  talceii 
for  the  like  purpose. 
Authority       ^I-  ^^  '^  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^    That 
Sditi'^'i  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  lawfull  for  the  person  administring  the  government  of   this 
seisure  in  State  for  the  time  being,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  six 
^jj^      members  of  the  legislature,  whenever  he  shall  conceive  the  emergency 
'  to  require  it,  to  authorize  the  several  persons,  whom  he  shall  so   from 
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time  to  time  appoint,  to  seize  all  or  any  part  of  the  flour,  meal  and 
wheat  in  this  State,  for  the  use  of  the  army,  beyond  what  shall  be  neces- 
sary for  the  subsistance  of  the  respective  families  or  the  proprietors 
thereof,  to  be  estimated  at  the  rate  of  two  bushels  of  wheat,  or  a  pro- 
portional quantity  of  flour,  for  the  subsistance  of  each  person,  of  which 
such  families  may  respectively  consist,  for  each  month  from  the  time  of 
the  making  such  seizure,  until  the  first  day  of  September  next.  That  the  prfoe  to  be 
said  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  ^^^h 
being,  by  and  with  such  advice  and  consent  as  aforesaid,  be  authorized 
to  ascertain  and  determine  the  price,  which  shall  be  given  for  the  flour, 
meal  or  wheat  so  to  be  taken  as  last  aforesaid,  to  be  estimated  as  near  as 
may  be  at  the  average  of  the  prices  in  the   States  of  New  Jersey  and 
Connecticut,  that  it  shall  in  like  manner  be  lawful  for  each  person  so  Lawful  to 
to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  to  break,  enter  and  use,  any  house,  mill,  barn,  mfi^e£>'** 
store  or  other  place,  where  such  flour,  meal  or  wheat,  as  last  aforesaid, 
shall  be  deposited,  and  any  flails?  or  other  implements  for  the  purpose  of 
threshing  and  cleaning  such  of  the  said  wheat,  as  may  be  in  the  straw; 
and  to  deduct  from  the  price  of  such  wheat,  the  expence  of  threshing 
and  cleaning  the  same. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  in  case  of  Seizure  to 
such  extraordinary  emergency  as  aforesaid,  if  any  person  shall,  when  fj^m'^r- 
thereunto  required  by  either  of  the  said  persons,  so  to  be  appointed,  re-  aons  refu»- 
fuseto  declare  on  oath  or  if  of  the  people  called  Quakers  on  affirmation  owh?  '^^^ 
(and  which  oath  or  affirmation  each  of  the  said  persons  so  to  be  ap- 
pointed, is  hereby  authorized  to  administer)  that  he  or  she  hath  no  flour, 

meal  or  grain  whatsoever,  other  than  the  quantities  by  them  shewn  and 
disignated  to  the  persons  so  to  be  appointed,  and  the  number  of  persons 
of  which  the  family  of  the  said  person  doth  consist,  the  person  to  whom 
such  refusal  shall  be  made,  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  in  such 
case  to  seize  and  take  from  the  person  so  refusing,  such  quantities  of 
flour,  meal  or  wheat,  as  he  may  in  his  discretion  think  proper. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  Returns  to 
persons,  so  to  be  appointed  shall  severally,  at  least  once  in  every  month,  ^^JfJfoJ' 
make  returns  to  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  seized  etc. 
for  the  time  being,  of  the  quantities  of  flour,  meal  or  wheat,  by  them  re- 
spectively seized  or  purchased,  and  the  price  paid  for  the  same,  upon 

such  seizure  or  purchase,  and  of  the  quantities  delivered  to  the  said 
commissary  general,  or  his  deputies  or  assistants,  specifying  the  names  of 
the  persons  to  whom  the  same  were  respectively  delivered,  at  which  the 
same  were  delivered,  and  of  the  place  or  places  where  such  of  the  said 
flour,  meal  or  wheat  so  procured,  and  which  at  the  time  of  making  such 
return  shall  not  be  so  delivered,  is  stored  or  deposited:  And  further, 
that  the  said  persons,  so  to  be  appointed,  shall  be  severally  indemnified 
against  any  losses,  they  may  respectively  sustain,  by  reason  that  any 
flour,  meal  or  wheat,  which  they  may  procure  for  the  use  of  the  army, 
may  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  or  be  lost  by  theft  or  casualty,  be- 
fore the  same  shall  be  delivered  to  the  said  commissary  general,  or  one 
of  his  deputies  or  agents. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  flour.  Flour,  etc 
meal  and  wheat,  to  be  seized  or  purchased  by  either  of  the  said  persons  Jx^if®^ 
so  to  be  appointed,  shall  be  exempt  from  seizure,  by  the  said  commissary 
general,  his  deputies  or  agents. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  Drafts  au- 
persons  so  to  be  appointed,  shall  be  severally  authorized  to  draw  from  on^state 
the  treasury  of  this  State,  each  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  thousand  treasury, 
pounds,  (and  the  treasurer  is  hereby  required  to  pay  the  same  accord- 
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ingly)  to  be  expended  in  procuring  flour,  meal  and  wheat,  for  the  use  of 
the  army,  and  to  be  repaid  into  the  treasury,  with  the  monies  they  shall 
so  respectively  receive  from  the  said  commissary  general,  his  deputies  or 
agents. 

And  whereas  it  is  necessary  that  proper  magazines  of  flour  should  be 
provided  for  the  militia,  or  such  other  troops,  as  may  be  raised  or  called 
out  by  this  State,  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers. 

VII.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the 
time  being,  to  direct  the  several  persons  So  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid^ 
instead  of  delivering  the  whole  of  the  flour,  meal  and  wheat,  to  be  by 
them  respectively  procured,  to  the  commissary  general,  his  deputies  or 
agents,  to  convey  and  deposit,  such  quantity  or  quantities  thereof,  as  he 
shall  think  necessary,  in  such  place  or  places,  as  he  may  think  proper, 
(in  tlie  whole  not  tP  exceed  the  quantity  of  eight  thousand  bushels  of 
wheat,  or  a  proportional  quantity  of  flour,)  for  the  use  of  the  militia,  or 
such  other  forces,  as  may  be  raised  or  called  out  by  the  authority  of  this 
State,  for  the  defence  thereof,  and  not  serving  with  Continental  troops, 
That  the  several  persons  who  shall  be  so  directed  to  detain  for  such  use  any 
flour,  meal  or  wheat,  which  they  may  have  respectively  procured,  shall  be 
and  are  hereby  severally  authorized  to  draw  from  the  treasury  of  this 
State,  such  sum  or  sums,  as  may  be  necessary,  for  the  payment  of  the 
flour  meal  or  wheat  so  detained  together  with  the  satisfaction  for  their 
services  above  allowed,  and  the  incidental  charges  attending  the  sanae^ 
and  the  treasurer  is  hereby  required  to*pay  the  same,  to  the  said  persons 
respectively,  upon  their  respectively  producing  their  accounts  thereof,  to 
be  audited  by  the  auditor  general  of  this  State  ;  That  the  said  flour, 
meal  and  wheat,  so  to  be  detained,  shall  be  subject  to  the  order  and  di- 
rection of  the  said  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for 
the  time  being,  and  shall  be  applied  either  to  the  use  of  the  militia,   or 
such  other  forces  as  may  be  raised  or  called  out  by  the  authority  of  this 
State,  for  the  defence  thereof,  and  not  serving  with  Continental  troops, 
or  for  the  use  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  as  he  shall  think  most 
expedient,  any  think  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Provided  that  no  part  of  the  said  flour,  meal  or  wheat  so  detained,  shall 
be  delivered  for  the  use  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  unless  the 
commissary  general,  his  deputy  or  agent,  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  de- 
livered, shall  previous  to  the  delivery  thereof,  pay  to  the  person  deliver- 
ing the  same  such  price,  satisfaction  for  services,  and  incidental  charges, 
as  aforesaid,  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  State. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  and  it  is  hereby 
provided.  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  subject 
any  wheat,  of  the  ensuing  harvest,  to  seizure  for  the  use  of  the  army,  any 
thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  t/ie  authority  aforesaid,  and  it  is  hereby 
provided  That  no  person  shall  be  authorized  to  seize  any  flour,  meal  or 
wheat,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  after  fourteen  days  after  the  next  meeting  of 
the  legislature,  and  a  quorum  of  both  houses  convened  to  proceed  on 
business. 
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CHAP.  22. 

AN  ACT  to  enable  the  recovery  of  the  Continental  demands  and 
for  punishing  the  misbehaviour  of  persons  in  Continental 
employ. 

Passed  the  5th  of  March,  1779. 

Whereas  many  and  great  mischiefs  to  the  general  interest  of  the  Preamble. 
United  States  of  America,  have  already  arisen  and  daily  do  arise  from 
the  want  of  an  established  mode  in  this  State  for  the  recovery  of  their 
just  demands,  and  for  punishing  by  a  due  course  of  law,  such  persons  as 
being  subjects  of  or  temporary  residents  within  this  State,  are  guilty  of 
frauds  or  other  abuses  and  misdemeanors  in  the  service  or  employ  of 
the  said  United  States;  to  remedy  those  evils. 

Be  it  enacttd  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in  United 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same  ^JlntiSn^ 
That  the  congress  of  the  said  United  States  shall  be  and  they  are  actions 
hereby  authorized  from   henceforth  and  forever  hereafter  by  their  at-  JSrJte 
tomey  or  procurator  to  be  appointed  by  their  resolution  or  act  and  by  g^®"** 
and  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  sue  implead  and 
prosecute  to  final  judgment  decree  and  recovery  with  and  subject  to 
costs  of  suit  in  cases  wherein  by  law  costs  are  allowed  to  or  against 
private  persons  and  all  manner  of  suits  and  actions  personal  in  any 
coun  of  law  or  equity  within  this  State  against  any  person  or  persons 
whatsoever;  and  the  same  to  compound  discontinue  withdraw  or  re- 
lease as  they  shall  think  fit;  and  that  in  every  such  action  or  suit  at  law 
the  defendant  or  defendants  may  either  in  his  her  or  their  own  right  or 
as  executor  or  administrator  or  executors  or  administrators  to  other  or 
others  plead  the  general  issue  and  give  the  special  matter  of  his  her  or 
their  defence  in  evidence,  on  giving  due  notice  thereof  in  writing  with 
the  plea;   and  shall  also  on  such  plea  and  notice  be  allowed  to  discount 
and  set  off  against  the  plaintiff's  demand  dll  such  matters  and  things  as 
are  now  by  law  allowed  to  be  discounted  and  set  off  in  cases  wherein 
private  persons  are  both  plaintiff  and  defendant  in  the  suit. 

And  for  preventing  all  frauds  abuses  and  misdemeanors  from  being 
committed  and  for  punishing  for  such  as  have  already  been  committed 
in  their  service  by  persons  in  their  employ 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  such  frauds  abuses  Misde- 
and  misdemeanors  shall  be  deemed  construed  and  esteemed  in  law  to  ^J****^"' 
have  been  and  to  be  committed  against  the  United  States  of  America  deemed 
and  the  offender  or  offenders  shall  for  his  or  their  offences  respectively  J^Xst '^^ 
be  liable  to  be  prosecuted  by  information  or  indictment  and  convicted  United 
for  the  same  as  done  and  perpetrated  against  the  said  United  States  in    ^^^' 
like  manner  as  persons  may  by  law  be  criminally  prosecuted  and  con- 
victed for  frauds,  abuses  and  misdemeanors  in  any  public  office  in  this 
State  as  done  and  committed  against  the  people  of  this  State. 

And  whereas  there  is  great  reason  to  believe  that  many  persons  em-  Preamble 
ployed  in  the  Continental  service  have  made  it  a  practice  to  apply  the  JSpronria- 
public  monies,  intrusted  to  them  for  public  use,  in  their  own  private  tion  of 
trafic  and  commerce  and  for  their  own  private  profit  and  emolument,  SUfj,"  y. 
whereby  the  troops  of  the  United  States  have  been  and  are  daily  reduced 
to  great  extremities  for  the  want  of  necessaries  and  the  military  opera- 
^ns  of  the  United  States  are  thereby  greatly  obstructed  and  impeded. 

Be  it  therefore  encuted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  if  any  person  Penalty 
^  persons  in    the   service  of  the  said  United   States  and  intrusted  **'**™*- 
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with  the  public  monies  thereof  shall  after  the  fifteenth  day  of  April 
next  apply  the  same  to  any  other  use  or  uses  than  such  for  which  the 
same  shall  be  or  has  been  put  into  his  or  their  hands  or  being  thus 
intrusted,  shall  by  himself  or  themselves  or  by  other  or  others  directly 
or  indirectly  carry  on  any  trafic  or  commerce  for  his  or  their  own 
private  emolument  he  or  they  so  offending  shall  for  every  offence  for- 
feit the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  to  be  recovered  with  costs  of 
suit  in  any  court  of  record  within  this  State  by  any  person  who  will 
sue  for  the  same  in  his  own  name  and  the  name  of  the  United  States 
of  America  the  one  moiety  of  the  said  penalty  to  his  own  use  and  the 
other  moiety  thereof  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  State  for  the 
use  of  the  said  United  States.  And  the  defendant  may  plead  not  guilty 
thereon  and  give  the  special  matter  of  his  defence  in  evidence;  and 
have  no  essoin,  nor  any  more  than  one  imparlance;  and  being  convicted 
in  such  popular  action  shall  thenceforth  and  forever  thereafter  be  dis- 
abled to  hold  any  oflSce  or  place  of  trust  or  profit  under  this  State. 
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CHAP.  23. 

AN  ACT  to  divide  the  district  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck 
in  the  county  of  Albany,  into  two  districts. 

Passed  the  5th  of  March,  1779. 

Whereas  in  and  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  colony  of  New- 
York,  passed  the  twenty  fourth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy  two,  for  dividing  the  counties  of  Albany  and  Tryoir 
into  districts,  it  is  declared  and  enacted,  that  all  that  part  of  the  said 
county  of  Albany,  which  is  comprehended  within  the  limits  and  bounds 
of  that  part  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck,  which  lays  to  the  north- 
ward of  an  east  and  west  line  from  Bearen  island,  together  with  all  that 
part  of  said  county,  which  lays  to  the  northward  of  the  said  east  line 
from  Bearen  island,  continued  to  the  east  bounds  of  the  said  colony, 
and  to  the  southward  of  the  south  bounds  of  the  county  of  Cumberland, 
continued  to  the  east  bounds  of  the  said  manor,  excepting  thereout  the 
city  of  Albany,  should  be  one  separate  and  distinct  district,  and  thence- 
forth be  called  and  known  by  the  district  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaer- 
wyck. 

And  whereas  it  is  conceived  that  the  said  district  is  too  extensive,  and 
that  many  inconveniencies  arise  therefrom. 

I.  £e  it  therefore  eriacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority 
of  the  same.  That  all  that  part  of  the  said  district,  which  is  on  the  east 
side  of  Hudsons  river,  and  such  islands  comprehended  within  the  said 
district,  as  lay  nearer  to  the  east  shore  of  the  said  river,  shall  be  a  separate 
and  distinct  district,  and  be  henceforth  called  and  known  by  the  name 
of  the  east  district  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck;  and  that  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  said  district  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck,  shall 
be  another  separate  and  distinct  district,  and  be  henceforth  called  and 
known,  by  the  name  of  the  west  district  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaer- 
wyck. 

II.  And  be  it  furtfur  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  inhabit- 
ants and  freeholders  of  each  of  the  said  two  districts  are  hereby  authorized 
and  required,  yearly  and  every  year,  upon  the  first  Tuesday  in  May^ 
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to  elect  and  appoint  one  freeholder  to  be  a  supervisor,  any  number  of 
freeholders,  not  more  than  nine  nor  less  than  three,  to  be  assessors,  two 
freeholders  to  be  collectors,  two  freeholders  to  be  overseers  of  the  poor, 
six  constables,  four  fence  viewers,  and  one  clerk,  respectively  to  per- 
form, execute  and  serve,  and  to  be  liable  to  the  same  penalties,  as  the 
supervisors,  assessors,  collectors,  overseers  of  the  poor,  constables,  fence 
viewers  and  town  clerk,  in  and  for  the  other  districts  in  the  said  county, 
by  law  have,  or  are  intended  to  have,  or  ought  to  do,  or  be  liable  to. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  annual  Places  of 
town  meetings'  for  the  said  west  district  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaer-  ^^^^ 
wyck,  shall  be  held  at  the  house  of  Rebecca  Dox;  and  that  the  annual  meetings, 
town  meetings  for  the  east  district  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaer  wyck, 
shall  be  held  at  Cralo,  at  the  house  of  Rebecca  Loomis.     Provided  always  Proviso  as 
That  the  said  district  of  the  Manor  of  Rensselaerwyck,  shall  remain  an  JJx®^*^* 
entire  district  for  the  purpose  of  assessing  levying  and  collecting  the 
ax  laid  upon  the  said  district  by  the  act  passed  this  present  session, 
entitled  An  act  for  raising  monies  by  tax  to  be  applied  towards  the 
public  exigencies  of  this  State,"  any  thing  herein  contained,  to  the  con- 
trary thereof  notwithstanding. 


CHAP.  24. 

AN  ACT,  to  amend  an  act  for  the  better  laying  out  regulating 
and  keeping  in  repair,  the  public  roads  and  highways,  in  the  city 
and  county  of  Albany,  and  county  of  Tryon. 

Passed  the  5  th  of  March,  1779. 

Whereas  the  fines  imposed  by  the  said  act,  are  at  present  inade-  Preamble, 
quate. 

I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New   Yorky  nnee,  etc., 
represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  *'i<5'««««l- 
of  the  sanuy  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  and  until  a 
future  legislature  shall  otherwise  direct,  all  fines  and  penalties  imposed 
by  the  said  act,  shall  be  increased  in  a  six  fold  proportion. 

And  whereas  in  and  by  the  said  act,  it  is  enacted  that  the  nine  several  Preamble 
persons  for  that  purpose  in  the  said  act  named,  should  be  commissioners  Siasioners 
of  highways  for  the  district  of   the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck;   andofhUch- 
whereas  the  said  district  hath  since  been  divided  into  two  districts  ^^y^- 

"II.  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  tJie  authority  aforesaid^  That  Killan  Names  of. 
Van  Rensselear,  John  H.  Beekman,  Stephen  J.  Schuyler,  Volckert  P. 
Douw,  and  George  White  Esquires,  shall  be  commissioners  of  highways 
for  the  east  district  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck;  and  Abraham 
Ten  Broeck,  Anthony  Van  Schaick,  Stephen  Schuyler,  Luycus  Van 
Vechten,  and  Francis  Nicoll,  shall  be  commissioners  of  highways  for 
the  west  district  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck. 
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CHAP.  25. 

AN  ACT  making  it  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy,  to  counter- 
feit, or  to  pass  knowing  the  same  to  be  counterfeit,  any  bills  of 
credit  emitted  by  the  authority  of  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  or  by  the  authority  of  this,  or  any  other  of  the  United 
States. 

Passed  the  8th  of^  March,  1779. 

Felony  to  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented  in 
felt  wita  of  ^^^^^  ^^  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
credit  That  if  any  person  shall  hereafter  counterfeit  any  true  bill  of  credit, 
o^DKresi  heretofore  emitted  or  issued,  or  hereafter  to  be  emitted  or  issued  by 
«^-  the  authority  of  the  congress  of  the  United  Colonies  or  by  the  authority 

of  the  congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  or  by  the  authority  of 
any  provincial  congress,  or  of  any  convention  of  this  State,  before  or 
since  the  declaration  of  the  independence  thereof,  or  by  the  authority  of 
the  legislature  of  any  other  of  the  United  States  since  the  fourth  day  of 
July  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy 
six;  or  shall  alter  any  such  true  bill  of  credit,  so  that  the  same  shall 
appear  to  be  of  greater  value,  than  the  same  was  intended  to  pass  for, 
by  the  law,  resolution  or  act,  in  pursuance  of  which  the  same  was 
n)id,  to  emitted,  or  issued;  or  shall  pass,  or  shall  give  in  payment,  or  procure  to  be 
PJ^  **"*••  passed,  or  to  be  given  in  payment,  or  shall  bring  from  any  part  of  this 
State  within  the  power  of  the  enemy,  any  such  counterfeit  or  altered 
bill,  knowing  the  same  to  be  counterfeit,  or  altered,  the  person  so  ofifend- 
ing,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  shall  on  conviction,  suffer  the 
pams,  penalties  and  forfeitures,  prescribed  by  law  in  cases  of  felony, 
without  benefit  of  clergy, 
"^ore  II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  where  any 

deemed  to  person  shall  be  guilty  of  bringing  any  such  counterfeit  bills  as  afore- 
ha^  been  g^id,  knowing  the  same  to  be  counterfeit,  from  any  part  of  this  State, 
mitted.  within  the  power  of  the  enemy,  and  shall  be  apprehended  for  the  same, 
such  offence  shall  be  deemed  to  have  been  committed  in  the  county 
where  the  person  committing  the  same  shall  be  so  apprehendeded,  and 
it  shall  be  sufficient  in  the  indictment  for  such  offence,  to  charge  gener- 
ally, that  the  person  or  persons  therein  charged,  did  bring  the  counter- 
feit bill  or  bills  in  the  said  indictment  specified,  from  some  part  of  this 
State  within  the  power  of  the  enemy,  to  the  county  where  the  said  per- 
son or  persons  shall  be  so  appprehended. 


CHAP.  26. 

AN  ACT  to  repeal  an  act,  entitled,  "An  act  for  exempting  persons 
from  drafts  in  the  militia,  who  shall  procure  others  to  inlist  in 
the  Continental  regiments  raised  under  the  direction  of  this 
State,  and  for  giving  relief  in  cases  where  two  persons  have 
jointly  procured  a  man  to  inlist.** 

Passed  the  8th  of  March,  1779. 

Whereas  great  abuses  have  been  committed  under  the  said  act 
Ac*  re|-  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York, 

represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly,  andtt  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority 


pealed. 
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of  the  samcy  That  the  said  act  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  repealed.   Provided  5^*™P; 
Aat  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  avoid  or  disannul  disani° 
any  exemption  legally  and  properly  obtained  in  pursuance  of  the  said  ^^^^^ 
act,  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day  of  March  instant. 


CHAP.  27. 

AN  ACT  to  procure  a  further  supply  of  shoes  and  stockings,  for 
the  troops  raised  under  the  direction  of  this  State. 

Passed  the  8th  of  March,  1779. 

Whereas  it  has  again  become  necessary  to  levy  and  collect  a  number  Preamble. 
of  shoes  and  stockings,  from  the  inhabitants  of  this  State,  for  the  use  of 
the  five  Continental  battalions  raised  under  the  direction  of  the  same. 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in  Supervls- 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  cSe^ef  oes 
That  the  supervisors  of  each  respective  county  within  this  State,  herein  «nd  stock- 
aftermentioned,  shall  cause   to   be    procured  within   their   respective  '***' 
counties  the  number  of  good  strong  shoes  made  of  neats  leather,  and 
of  good  strong  woolen  yam   stockings,  annexed  to   each   respective 
county,  viz:     The  county  of  Westchester,  one  hundred  pair  of  stock-  ^"™^ 
ings,  and  one  hundred  pair  of  shoes,  the  county  of  Dutchess,  seven  S'om 
hundred  pair  of  stockings,  and  six  hundred  pair  of  shoes,  the  county  5^°^^?* 
of  Orange,  two  hundred  and  fifty  pair  of  stockings,  and  two  hundred  and 
forty  pair  of  shoes,  the  county  of  Ulster,  four  hundred  and  thirty  five 
pair  of  stockings,  and  three  hundred  and  fifty  three  pair  of  shoes,  the 
county  of  Albany,  eight  hundred  and  ninety  pair  of  stockings,  and  seven 
hundred  and  twenty  eight  pair  of  shoes,  the  county  of  Tryon  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pair  of  stockings,  and  one  hundred  pair  of  shoes; 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty  five 
pair  of  stockings,  and  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  one  pair 
of  shoes,  to  be  collected  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  and  by  an  act  for  ^*}7^^ 
the  like  purpose  passed  the  nineteenth  day  of  March  last,  allowing  tQ  ^  ®°  ®  • 
the  respective  inhabitants  the  sum  of  eight  dollars  for  every  pair  of 
good  leather  shoes,  and  the  sum  of  seven  dollars  for  every  pair  of  good 
woolen  stockings;  and  in  case  of  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  any  of  the  said  Forfeiture 
inhabitants,  to  furnish,  their  quota,  as  assessed,  as  in  and  by  the  said  act  iSfSIS.^' 
is  prescribed;  that  every  delinquent  shall  for  every  such  offense  forfeit 
the  sum  of  five  pounds  for  every  pair  of  shoes,^  and  the  like  sum  of  five 
pounds  for  every  pair  of  stockings,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  of  suit, 
and  applied  as  directed  in  and  by  the  said  act.     And  that  the  several  AUowrfnoe 
collectors,  as  a  compensation  for  their  trouble,  shall  each  be  allowed  and  Jore^^^**' 
paid  by  the  commissary  of  clothing,  the  sum  of  two  shillings  for  each 
pair  of  shoes,  and  the  sum  of  two  shillings  for  each  pair  of  stockings, 
they  shall  severally   have  collected,  and   delivered  to   him   the   said 
commissary. 

II.  And  be  it  further  encuted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  super-  SSttomeet 
visors  in  the  respective  counties,  shall  meet  for  the  purpose  of  assessing  and  *» 
the  quotas  of  shoes  and  stockings  to  be  furnished  by  the  several  wards,  **"** 
towns,  manors,  districts  or  precincts,  on  such  day  and  at  such  place,  as 
shall  be  notified  by  the  clerks  of  the  several  counties  for  the  purpose, 
and  it  is  hereby  expressly  made  the  duty  of  said  clerks  respectively  by 
circular  letters  to  notify  such  meeting  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be, 

16 


J  22  LAWS  OF  NEW  YORK,  [Chap.  28. 

AsseBsors  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  That  the  assessors  shall  within  one  week 
detemina-  lifter  the  account  of  the  quota  of  their  ward,  town,  manor,  district  or 
tioD.  precinct,  shall  be  delivered  to  one  of  them,  meet  and  determine  the 

number  of  pair  of  shoes,  and  stockings,  which  the  inhabitants  of  such, 
ward,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  ought  respectively  to  furnish, 
having  at  the  same  time  regard  to  the  persons  who  furnished  shoes  and 
stockings  the  last  year,  so  as  that  upon  the  whole  the  inhabitants,  as 
near  as  may  be  bear  an  equal  proportion  according  to  their  respective 
To  appoint  abilities  and  nominate  and  appoint  the  collector  or  collectors,  to  collect 
CO  ectow.  ^j^^  same,  and  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  each  respective  supervisor 
to  convene  the  assessors  for  the  purpose,  and  the  collectors  shall  re- 
spectively collect  the  shoes  and  stockings,  to  be  specified  in  the  lists  ta 
be  delivered  to  them  within  four  months  after  the  delivery  of  such  list. 
Penalties,  or  in  default  thereof  shall  be  subject  to  a  penalty  of  five  pounds  for 
ooTered.  ^^^^  P^^^  ^^  shoes,  and  the  like  penalty  for  each  pair  of  stockings  which 
the  collectors  shall  respectively  neglect  or  refuse  to  collect  within  the 
time  above  limited.  And  that  the  said  penalties  shall  be  recovered  by 
the  supervisor,  of  the  ward,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  where  the 
ofience  shall  arise,  in  his  own  name,  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of 
the  county,  and  it  is  expressly  made  the  duty  of  the  said  supervisor  to 
prosecute  for  such  penalty,  and  to  pay  the  same  when  recovered,  into 
the  hands  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the 
poor,  of  the  said  ward,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct. 


CHAP.  28. 

AN  ACT  to  prevent  abuses  in  flags  of  truce,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  8th  of  March,  1779. 

Preamble       WHEREAS  great  abuses  have  been  committed  by  pers9ns  coming  from 
of  flags  o5^  the  enemy  with  flags  of  truce,  and  bringing  considerable  quantities  of 
truce.         merchandize  intended  for  sale,  or  without  permission  for  that  purpose 
first  had  and  obtained,  from  any  person  properly  authorized  to  grant 
such  permission.    And  whereas  the  introduction  of  merchandize  from 
the  enemy  into  the  other  parts  of  the  State,  is  productive  of  great  uneasi- 
ness in  the  minds  of  the  well  affected  subjects  thereof,  and  is  in  other 
respects  highly  injurious. 
Goods  I.  B€  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  repre- 

seiztire^     settted  in  Senate  and  Assembly  arid  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the 
*'ith?"^^  x^/w^.  That  all  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  which  shall  be  brought  from 
State  with-  any  place,  within  the  power  of  the  enemy,  to  any  place  within  this  State, 
nSssfonof  without  permission  from  the   person  administring  the  government  of 
jiovernor.   this  State,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  liable  to  be  seized  and  taken,  as 
the  goods  of  an   enemy,  and  shall  be  adjudged  lawful  prize,  and  to 
belong  to  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  seize  and  take  the  same ;  and 
the  property  thereof,  shall  on  such  adjudication  attach  to,  and  vest  in, 
the  person  or  persons  seizing  and  takmg  the  same,  as  immediately  upon, 
and  by  virtue  of  such  seizure,  and  captuie  provided  always  that  such 
goods  so  to  be  seized   shall  until   such   adjudication  be   lodged  with 
the  justice  of  the  peace,  residing  nearest  to  the  place  of  the  seizure,  who 
is  hereby  required  to  give  an  inventory  and  receipt  for  the  same  to  the 
person  or  persons  who  shall  so  lodge  the  same  with  him.   Provided  also. 
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that  nothing  herein  contained,  shall  be  construed  to  deprive  any  person  JJ^[*|J^^^ 
of  the  right  of  action,  for  the  recovery  of  any  goods  wares  or  merchan-  acuoli. 
dize,  to  be  seized  or  taken,  and  not  made  liable  to  be  seized  and  taken, 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  or  for  the  recovery  of  any  damages,  relating  thereto, 
or  to  subject  the  wearing  apparel  of  any  person  coming  from  any  place 
within  the  power  of  the  enemy,  to  be  seized  and  taken,  anything  herein 
contained  notwithstanding. 

And  whereas  divers   goods   and  merchandize  brought   from   places  JJ^g®-  ^ 
within  the  power  of  the  enemy,  have  been  clandestinely  introduced  for  chandise 
sale  within  this  State.     And  whereas  it  is  unreasonable  that  the  persons  t/neiyln- 
who  have  thus  fraudulently  and  unduly  introduced  the  said  goods  and  troduood. 
merchandize  should  be  permitted  to  take  advantage  of  their  own  wrong 
and  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  sale  thereof.    And  whereas  certain  goods 
and  merchandize  which   by  the  confession   of   the  parties  interested 
therein  appear  to  have  been  introduced  as  last  aforesaid,  have  been 
seized  and  detained  until  the  legislature  could  make  provision  respect- 
ing the  same 

II.  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  such  Selzur^ 
seizure  and  detention  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  have  been  legal,  dared 
and  that  all  sales,  and  contracts  for  the  sale,  of  the  goods  last  aforesaid,  *®«^**' 
and  all  payments  for  the  same,  and  all  notes  or  bonds  given  in  such 
payment,  by,  with,  or  to,  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  such  goods  at     * 

the  time  of  the  landing  thereof  did  belong,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby 
de<ilared  to  be,  as  from  the  beginning,  null  and  void.  / 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  Peter  Persons 
Tappen  of  Dutchess  county  Esquire  and  John  Ferris  Esquire  of  J^^ke'® 
Westchester  county,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  re-  J^J^j|®il 
quired,  to  take  the  said  goods,  from  the  several  persons  in  whose  pos-  proceeds 
session  the  same  now  are,  and  to  sell  the  same  at  public  vendue,  in  goJ^^o'  ^^ 
patterns  and  small  quantities  at  Poughkeepsie  in  the  county  of  Dutch-  disposed 
CSS  on  the  first  day  of  April  next  and  from  day  to  day,  until  the  whole  ^  ' 

shall  be  sold,  and  that  the  monies  arising  from  the  sale  thereof,  after 
deducting  thereout  the  expense  of  such  seizure,  detention,  and  other 
incidental  charges,  and  a  commission  of  two  per  cent  on  such  sale,  (to 
be  allowed  by  the  auditor  general  of  this  State)  shall  be  divided  among 
the  non  commissioned  officers  and  privates,  of  the  five  Continental 
battalions,  raised  under  the  direction  of  this  State,  in  equal  proportions 
in  such  manner,  as  his  excellency  the  governor,  shall  direct.  And  that 
the  day  of  such  sale  shall  be  previously  advertised  for  at  least  two  weeks 
in  one  or  more  of  the  public  newspapers  within  this  State. 


CHAP.  29. 

AN  ACT  impowering  the  assessors  in  the  county  of  Charlotte, 
to  make  the  assessments  directed  by  an  act  entitled  An  act 
for  raising  seven  hundred  men  to  be  employed  in  the  defence 
of  this  State. 

Passed  the  9th  of  March,  1779. 

Whereas  by  virtue  of  the  said  act  his  excellency  the  governor  did  Proviso  a» 
direct  that  part  of  the  said  seven  hundred  men  should  be  raised  from  i2i8ed  h* 
the  militia  of  the  county  of  Charlotte  :  but  by  reason  that  the  said  act  J^^jjf 
was  not  transmitted  to  the  said  county  until  after  the  men,  directed  to 
be  raised  in  the  said  county  as  aforesaid,  were  raised,  the  assessments 
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Assessors 
to  make 


meat,  etc. 


directed  by  the  bounty  in  the  said  act  have  not  been  made;  and  the 
persons,  intitled  to  the  same,  have  not  been  paid  the  bounty  in  the  said 
act  mentioned.    For  remedy  whereof. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same 
That  the  assessors  of  the  several  districts  or  precincts  in  the  said  county 
do  without  delay,  assess  the  several  persons,  subject  thereto  by  the  said 
act;  which  assessments  shall  be  made  collected  and  paid  in  like  man- 
ner as  if  the  same  had  been  made  and  collected,  agreeable  to  the  direc- 
tions of  the  said  act,  previous  to  the  raising  of  the  said  men  in  the  said 
county  as  aforesaid 


CHAP.  30. 

AN  ACT  to  carry  into  execution,  certain  resolutions  of  congress, 
making  provision  for  persons  who  may  become  disabled,  while 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Passed  the  loth  of  March,  1779. 

Preamble.  WHEREAS  the  honorable  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  did  on 
the  twenty-sixth  day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-six,  pass  a  certain  resolution  in  the  words  following  towit 

"In  Congress,  August  26,  1776." 

"  Whereas,  in  the  course  of  the  present  war,  some  commissioned  and 
**  non  commissioned  officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  as  also  private 
"  soldiers,  marines  and  seamen,  may  lose  a  limb,  or  be  otherwise  so 
"  disabled  as  to  prevent  their  serving  in  the  army  and  navy,  or  getting 
**  their  livelihood,  and  may  stand  in  need  of  relief." 

^^Resolvedy  That  every  commissioned  officer,  non  commissioned  officer 
"  and  private  soldier,  who  shall  lose  a  limb  in  any  engagement,  or  be  so 
"  disabled  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  of  America,  as  to  render 
"  him  incapable  afterwards  of  getting  a  livelihood,  shall  receive  during 
"his  life,  or  the  continuance  of  such  disability,  the  one  half  of  his 
"  monthly  pay,  from  and  after  the  time  that  his  pay  as  an  officer  or 
"  soldier  ceases;  to  be  paid  by  the  co.mmittee  'as  hereafter  mentioned." 

"  That  every  commander  of  any  ship  of  war  or  armed  vessel,  com- 
"  missioned  officer,  warrant  officer,  marine  or  seaman  belonging  to  the 
"  United  States  of  America,  who  shall  lose  a  limb  in  any  engagement  in 
"  which  no  prize  shall  be  taken,  or  be  therein  otherwise  so  disabled  as  to 
"  be  rendered  incapable  of  getting  a  livelihood,  shall  receive,  during  his 
"  life,  or  the  continuance  of  such  disability,  the  one  half  of  his  monthly 
"  pay  from  and  after  the  time  that  his  pay  as  an  officer,  or  marine,  or 
"  seaman,  ceases;  to  be  paid  as  hereafter  mentioned.  But  in  case  a 
"prize  shall  be  taken  at  the  time  such  loss  of  limb  or  other  disability 
"  shall  happen,  then  such  sum,  as  he  may  receive  out  of  the  net  profits 
**  of  such  prize,  before  a  dividend  is  made  of  the  same,  agreeable  to 
"  former  orders  of  congress,  shall  be  considered  as  part  of  his  half  pay, 
"  and  computed  accordingly." 

*'That  every  commissioned  officer,  noncommissioned  officer,  and 
"private  soldier  in  the  army,  and  every  commander,  commissioned 
"  officer,  warrant  officer,  marine  or  seaman  of  any  of  the  ships  of  war,  or 
"  armed  vessels  belonging  to  the  United  States  of  America,  who  shall 
. "  be  wounded  in  any  engagement  so  as  to  be  rendered  incapable  of 
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**  serving  in  the  army  or  navy,  though  not  totally  disabled  from  getting 
"  a  livelihood,  shall  receive  such  monthly  sum  as  shall  be  judged  ade 
"quate  by  the  assembly  or  other  representative  body  of  the  State  where 
"he  belongs  or  resides,  upon  application  to  them   for  that  purpose, 
"provided  the  same  doth  not  exceed  his  half  pay." 

**  Provided,  That  no  commissioned  officer,  non-commissioned  officer  Certiiicat© 
"  and  private  soldier  in  the  army,  commander,  commission  officer,  war-  duoeif  as 
"  rant  officer,  marine  or  seaman,  of  any  of  the  ships  of  war  or  armed  to  nature 
"  vessels  belonging  to  the   United  States  of  America,   who  shall  be  2n  J  where 
"  wounded  or  disabled  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  his  half  pay  or  received, 
"or  other  allowance,  unless  he  produce  to  the  committee  or  officer 
"  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  in  the  State  where  he  resides  or  belongs, 
"  or  to  the  assembly  or  legislative  body  of  such  State,  a  certificate  from 
"  the  commanding  officer,  who  was  in  the  same  engagement  in  which  he 
"was  so  wounded,  or  in  case  of  his  death,  from  some  other  officer  of  the 
'*  same  corps,  and  the  surgeon  that  attended  him,  or  a  certificate  from 
"  the  commander  of  the  ship  of  war,  or  armed  vessel  engaged  in  the 
"  action,  in  which  any  officer,  marine  or  seaman  received  his  wound,  and 
"  from  the  surgeon  who  attended  him,  of  the  name  of  the  person  so 
"wounded,  his  office,  rank,  department,  regiment,  company,  ship  of 
"  war,  or  armed  vessel  ito  which  he  belonged,  his  office  or  rank  therein, 
"the  nature   of  his   wound,    and   in  what  action   or   engagement   he 
"received  it;" 

"That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  assemblies  or  legislative  Persons 
"bodies  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  appoint  some  person  or  *^i{ftef  to 
"  persons  in  their  respective  States,  who  shall  receive  and  examine  all  ezatnine 
"  such  certificates  as  may  be  presented  to  them,  and  register  the  same  SSd  re^Ss^* 
"  in  a  book,  and  also  what  support  is  adjudged  by  the  assembly  or  legis-  ter  same. 
"  lative  body  of  their  State  to  those,  whose  case  requires  but  a  partial 
"support,   and   also   the  payment  from   time  to  time  of  every  half 
"  pay  and  other  allowance,  and  of  the  death  of  such  disabled  person,  or 
"  ceasing  of  such  allowance,  and  shall  make  a  fair  and  regular  report  of 
"  the  same  quarterly,  to  the  secretary  of  congress  or  board  of  war,  where 
"  a  separate  record  shall  be  kept  of  the  same  :  " 

"  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  assemblies  or  legislative  bodies  of  states  to 
"  the  several  States,  to  cause  payment  to  be  made,  of  all  such  half  pay  ment  o^*^* 
"  or  other  allowances  as  shall  be  adjudged  due  to  the  persons  afore-  5?**.^?'  ^^ 
"named,  on  account  of  the  United  States.**  states. 

"  Provided,  That  all  such  officers  and  soldiers  that  may  be  entitled  to  Provigo  as 
"  the  aforesaid  pension,  and  are  found  to  be  capable  of  doing  guard  or  oorpsT*"** 
"  garrison  duty,  shall  be  formed  into  a  corps  of  invalids,  and  subject  to 
"  the  said  duty ;  and  all  officers,  marines  and  seamen  of  the  navy  who 
"  shall  be  entitled  to  the  pension  aforesaid,  and  shall  be  found  capable 
"*  of  doing  any  duty  on  board  the  navy,  or  any  department  thereof,  shal 
"  be  liable  to  be  so  employed.** 

And  whereas  the  said  congress  did  on  the  twenty  fifth  day  of  Sep-  Further 
tember  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  pass  a  farther  resolution, 
resolution,  in  the  words  following,  towit 

"  In  Congress,  September  25,  1778. 

"Whereas  congress  by  a  resolve  passed  on   the  twenty-sixth  of  Preamble. 
"August,  one   thousand  seven  hundred    and  seventy  six  made   pro- 
**  vision    for    commissioned    and    non-commissioned    officers    of   the 
"  army  and  navy,  as  also  for  private  soldiers,  marines  and  seamen  who 
"  should  thereafter  lose  a  limb  in  any  engagement,  or  be  otherwise  so 
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"  disabled  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  of  America,  as  to  render 

"  them  incapable  afterwards  of  getting  a  livelihood :  And  whereas  divers 

"  officers  and  others  have  lost  limbs,  or  been  otherwise  disabled  as  afore- 

"  said,  before  the  said  twenty  sixth  of  August,  to  whom  the  like  relief 

"  ougbt  equitably  to  be  extended;" 

Resolution      "  Resolved  That  all  provisions  and  regulations  contained  in  the  said 

to^wJn*  "  resolve,  of  the  twenty  sixth  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 

named.       "  and  seventy  six,  shall  extend  to  all  persons  who  lost  a  limb,  or  were 

"  otherwise  disabled  as  aforesaid,  in  the  service  of   the  United  Colo- 

"  nies  or  States  of  America,  before  the  said  twenty  sixth  of  August, 

"  and  since  the  commencement  of   hostilities   on   the   nineteenth  of 

"  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  five." 

"  And  whereas,  doubts  may  arise  in  some  cases,  whether  certain  per- 
"  sons  maimed  or  disabled  and  claiming  pensions,  were  at  the  time  in  the 
"  service  of  the  said  colonies  or  States;  for  removing  the  same," 
JereoM  "  Resolved,  That  every  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officer 

entitled      "  and  private  man,  who,  since  the  commencement  of  hostilities  as  afore- 
B?onfl?"        *  ^^^^»  ^^^  been,  or  hereafter  shall  be  drawn  forth  for  the  common  de- 
".  fence,  (and  not  for  the  service  of  any  particular  State)  or  who  has 
"  turned  out,  or  shall  hereafter  turn  out  voluntarily  to  oppose  the  enemies 
**  of  the  said  United  Colonies  or  States,  upon  any  sudden  attack  or  in- 
"  vasion,  or  upon  any  enterprise  carried  on  under  their  authority,  and 
"  in  such  service,  has  lost,  or  shall  lose  a  limb,  or  has  been  or  shall  be 
"  otherwise   disabled   as  aforesaid,    shall  be  entitled   to  the  pension 
"  allowed  in  the  said  resolve  of  the  twenty  sixth  August,  one  tliousand 
"  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six." 
Subject  to       "  Provided  That  any  such  commissioned  or  non-commissioned  officer 
?nJa?id"      "  or  private  man,  being  found  capable  of  doing  guard  or  garrison  duty, 
corps.        "  shall  be  subject  thereto,  and  serve  in  the  corps  of  invalids  when  re- 
"  quired,  or  on  refusing  so  to  do,  shall  be  struck  off  the  list  of  pensioners, 
**  unless  the  persons  so  refusing  have  a  family,  or  be  otherwise  peculiarly 
"  circumstanced,  and  the  governor  or  president  and  council  of  the  State 
"  he  belongs  to,  or  in  which  he  resides,  are  of  opinion  an  exception 
"  should  be  made  in  his  favour,  and  an  exemption  granted  him  from  such 
"  service;  a  certificate  of  which  opinion  he  shall  produce  previous  to 
"  his  receiving  his  pension." 
As  to  "  And  whereas  it  may  happen  that  many  persons  maimed  or  disabled 

wo"nd^d  "  as  aforesaid,  by  reason  of  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  the 
hands  of^  "  deaths  of  their  officers  and  surgeons,  or  other  accidents  may  not  have 
enemy.       "  it  in  their  power  to  procure  the  certificates  required  by  the  aforemen- 

"  tioned  resolve,  to  entitle  them  to  their  pensions:" 
AppHca-         "  Resolved,  That  in  such  cases,  application  be  made  to  the  governor 
trovernor    **  or  president  and  council  of  the  State,  to  which  any  person  maimed  or 
ca^°^       "  disabled  as  aforesaid  belongs,  or  in  which  he  resides,  and  upon  shew- 
"  ing  to  him  or  them  satisfactory  proof,  that  he  was  maimed  or  disabled 
"  in  the  manner  before  mentioned,  and  producing  his  or  their  certificate 
"  thereof,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  and  receive  a  pension   in  like  manner 
*'  as  if  he  produced  the  certificates  required  by  the  said  resolve." 
In  order  therefore  to  carry  the  said  resolutions  into  execution. 
Auditor  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented  in 

recei^i  ^  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 
cate8%to  ^^^^  ^^  auditor  general  of  this  State,  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  author- 
ized and  required,  to  examine  and  receive  all  certificates  from  all  per- 
sons resident  within  this  State,  who  may  claim  the  benefit  intended  by 
the  said  resolutions,  and  to  register  the  same  in  a  book,  and  also  what 
support  shall  be  adjudged  by  the  legislature  to  those  whose  case  requires 


Chap.  31.]  SECOND  SESSION.  127 

but  a  partial  support,  and  also  of  the  payment  from  time  to  time,  of  every 
half  pay  and  other  allowance,  and  of  the  death  of  such  disabled  person, 
or  ceasing  of  such  allowance;  and  to  make  a  fair  and  regular  report  of 
the  same  quarterly  to  the  secretary  of  congress,  or  board  of  war. 

II.  Andbeitfurther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  treasurer  Treasurer 
of  this  State,  shall  from  time  to  time,  out  of  the  monies  which  shall  be  pa™m©nu 
then  in  the  treasury,  upon  the  certificate  of  the  auditor  general,  pay  to  on  cenm- 
the  person  to  whom  by  such  certificate,  the  same  shall  be  certified  to  be  auditor 
due,  such  half-pay  or  other  allowance,  as  shall  in  such  certificate  be  ««nerai. 
specified ;  and  the  monies  which  he  shall  so  from  time  to  time  pay, 

charge  to  the  account  of  the  United  States. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  Names  of 
auditor  general  shall  from  time  to  time  transmit  to  the  legislature,  the  SuSSPng 
names  of  the  several  persons  v^o  in  pursuance  of  the  said  resolutions  £J£j|*rt 
may  claim  a  partial  support,  to  the  end,  that  the  senate  and  assembly  to  be  trans- 
may  by  concurrent  resolutions,  adjudge  a  support  to  such  persons  re-  ™**'®**' 
spectively;  and  shall  alsp  from  time  to  time,  lay  before  the  legislature  an 
account  of  the  incidental  expences  in  the  performing  the  duties  required 

of  him  by  this  act,  to  the  end  that  the  legislature  may  provide  for  the 
payment  thereof.     Provided  always  that  nothing  in  this  act,  or  in  the  Proviso  as 
resolutions  therein  recited  shall  be  considered  or  construed  to  require  ^^ re*' 
from  any  invalid  or  invalids  of  this  State  any  other  certificate  than  a  quired, 
certificate  from  the  governor  lieutenant  governor,  or  president  of  the 
senate,  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being; 
any  thing  in  any  of  the  said  recited  resolutions  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 


CHAP.  31. 

AN  ACT  for  the  better  laying  out,  regulating  and  keeping  in  re- 
pair, all  common  and  public  highways,  and  private  roads,  in  the 
counties  of  Ulster,  Orange,  Dutchess  Charlotte  and  West- 
chester. 

Passed  the  nth  of  March,  1779. 

Whereas  the  keeping  in  good  repair  public  roads  and  highways,  con-  Election  of 
tribute  greatly  to  the  ease  and  advantage  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  country.  Jrewoom- 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  missioners 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  roads.^"' 
That  from  and  after  the  publication  of  this  act,  the  freeholders  and 
inhabitants  of  the  townships  manors  districts  and  precincts  within  the 
counties  of  Ulster  Orange,  Dutchess  Charlotte  and  Westchester,  shall  ^ 
be  and  are  hereby  authorized  at  their  annual  town  meetings  for  elect- 
ing town  officers,  to  choose  ind  elect  at  the  same  time,  not  less  than 
three,  nor  more  than  five  freeholders,  as  shall  be  determined  by  the 
majority  of  the  inhabitants  at  each  annual  town  meeting  in  each  re- 
spective town  manor  district  or  precinct,  for  commissioners  to  lay  out 
and  regulate  the  highways,  m  the  town  manor  district  or  precinct  for 
which  they  shall  be  so  respectively  chosen  and  also  as  many  overseers 
of  the  highways,  in  each  town  manor,  district  or  precinct,  as  there  shall 
be  road  districts  in  the  said  town  manor  district  or  precinct,  who  are 
to  oversee,  repair  and  keep  in  order,  the  several  highways  within  the 
respective  districts  for  which  they  shall  be  elected  and  chosen  over- 
seers as  aforesaid,  and  the  persons  so  to  be  chosen  commissioners  or 


128  LAWS  OF  NEW  YORK.  [Chap.  31. 

overseers,  are  hereby  required  to  take  their  several  offices  respectively 
upon  them. 
Power  of        II.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  commission- 
Skmera!'     crs  or  the  major  part  of  them,  in  their  respective  towns  manors,  districts  or 
precincts,  for  which  they  shall  be  chosen  commissioners,  are  hereby  im- 
powered  and  authorized  to  regulate  the  roads  already  laid  out,  and  if 
any  of  them  shall  appear  inconvenient,  and  an  alteration  necessary,  and 
the  same  be  certified  upon  oath  by  twelve  principal  freeholders  of  such 
of  the  said  counties,  wherein  the  alteration  may  be  required,  to  alter  the 
same  in  such  manner  as  a  majority  of   commissioners  in  such  town 
manor  district  or  precinct  shall  judge  meet  and  convenient;  and  also 
to  lay  out  such  other  public  highways  and  roads,  as  they  or  the  major 
part  of  them,  shall  judge  necessary,  as  well  for  travellers  as  for  the  in- 
habitants of  each  town  manor  district  or  precinct. 
Provteo  as       Provided  nevertheless.  That  where  any  roads  shall  be  laid  out  through 
mente  of     inclosed  or  improved  lands,  the  owner  or  owners  shall  be  paid  the  true 
damages,    value  .of  the  land,  so  to  be  laid  out  into  an  high  way  or  road,  with  such 
damages,  as  he  she  or  they  may  sustain  by  reason  thereof,  in  manner 
following  viz. 
Vaiue.how      The  value  of  the  said  land,  and  the  amount  of  the  damages  the  owner 
ternoined.   or  owners  thereof  may  sustain  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  determined,  and  the 
true  value  set  and  appraised  by  two  justices  of  the  peace,  and  by  the 
oaths  of  twelve  principal  freeholders,  not  having  an  interest  in  the  land 
so  to  be  laid  out  into  an  highway  or  road,  and  the  said  freeholders  shall 
be  summoned  .by  any  constable  of  the  town  manor  district  or  precinct 
in  which  such  road  or  high  way  shall  be  laid  out  as  aforesaid,  by  virtue 
of  a  warrant  to  be  issued  by  the  said  two  justices  of  the  peace  for  that 
purpose;  and  if  any  road  within  any  town  manor,  district  or  precinct  so 
laid  out,  be  a  common  public  highway,  and  the  same  be  laid  out  at  the 
request  of  twelve  principal  freeholders  of  such  county,  then  the  whole 
value  of  the  said  lands  and  damages,  together  with  the  charges  of  the 
commissioners,  and  of  summoning  the  jury,  and  the  whole  proceedings 
thereon  had,  shall  be  paid  as  the  other  contingent  charges  of  said  coun- 
ties are  paid;  but  if  the  road  so  to  be  laid  out  shall  be  a  private  road, 
and  for  the  particular  convenience  of  one  or  more  townships,  manors 
districts    precincts   or  neighbourhoods,  then  such   townships,  manors 
districts  precincts  or  neighbourhoods,  requiring  the  same,  shall  pay  and 
defray  the  whole  of  such  value,  damages  and  charges. 
Proviso  as      Provided  always.  That  no  road  or  highway  shall  be  laid  through  any 
throuiSi      orchard  or  garden,  without  the  consent  of  the  owner  or  owners  thereof, 
orchards,    any  thing  herein  contained,  notwithstanding. 

Penalty  for  III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any 
fn^!^eto!!"  person  or  persons  within  the  said  townships  manors  districts  or  pre- 
on  high-  cincts,  do,  or  hereafter  shall,  alter,  obstruct  or  encroach  on,  any  highway 
^''^  or  road,  such  person  so  offending  shall  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit 

the  sum  of  five  pounds,  to  be  recovered  before  any  justice  of  the  peace 
of  the  county,  where  the  offence  shall  happen,  upon  the  oath  of  any  one 
or  more  credible  witness  or  witnesses,  and  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of 
the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  offender,  by  warrant  from  such  justice,  to 
be  directed  to  any  constable  of  the  town  manor  district  or  precinct, 
where  such  offender  shall  reside ;  and  the  said  constable  is  hereby  re- 
quired to  pay  such  penalty  into  the  hands  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
high  ways,  for  the  town  manor  district  or  precinct  wherein  the  offence 
was  committed,  to  be  by  the  commissioners  thereof  applied  for  and  to- 
wards repairing  the  public  roads  and  bridges,  within  the  town  manor, 
district  or  precinct  where  such  forfeiture  shall  arise. 


way. 
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nil.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  public  width. 
roads,  to  be  altered  or  laid  out  by  the  commissioners,  shall  be  of  the 
breadth  of  not  more  than  four  rods,  nor  less  than  two  rods.  And  in 
order  that  the  burthen  of  keeping  the  highways  in  said  counties  in  re- 
pair, and  making  other  highways,  for  the  ease  benefit  and  safety  of  the 
inhabitants  thereof,  may  be  borne  as  equally  as  the  nature  of  the  case 
will  admit. 

IV.  Be  itfurtlur  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  commission-  Ltete  of  hi- 
ers  for  each  town  manor,  district  or  precinct  respectively,  shall,  and  are  to  work  on 
hereby  required,  to  meet  annually  between  the  second  Tuesday  in  April,  J^J^*  ^J^ 
and  the  first  Tuesday  in  May,  at  the  place  of  town  meeting,  on  such  day  oommia- 
as  they  shall  agree  upon,  and  as  often  thereafter,  as  need  shall  be,  at  such  s*^"*®"' 
times  and  places  as  they  shall  think  meet,  and  at  their  first  meeting  they 
shall  proceed  to  make  a  list  of  all  the  inhabitants  in  their  respective 
towns  manors  districts  or  precincts,  liable  by  this  act  to  work  on  the 
highways,  and  shall  proceed  either  on  that  day,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as 
the  said  list  shall  be  compleated,  to  affix  to  the  name  of  each  person,  the 
number  of  days  that  such  persons  shall  respectively  be  liable  to  work  on  Number  of 
the  highways,  for  the  year  ensuing,  to  be  determined  by  the  commission-  ^J^aed!* 
ers,  in  proportion  to  the  estate  and  ability  of  each  respective  person,  and 
also  the  road  district  wherein  the  said  persons  are  respectively  to  work, 
to  be  determined  by  the  commissioners,  copies  of  which  list  so  com- 
pleated and  signed  by  the  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  be 
put  up  at  the  place  of  town  meeting,  and  two  other  of  the  most  public 
places  within  such  town  manor  district  or  precinct,  to  the  intent,  that 
all  the  inhabitants  may  know  at  how  many  days  labour  they  are  respect- 
ively rated. 

ft-ovided  always,  That  if  the  name  of  any  person  should  be  left  out  Name*  may 
of  such  lists,  or  the  district  encrease  by  the  accession  of  new  inhabitants,  ^  '"*^®^' 
such  omission  and  encrease,  shall  from  time  to  time  be  added  to  the  said 
list,  and  the  persons  be  rated  by  the  said  commissioners,  to  work  on  the 
highways.  Provided  also.  That  it  shall  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  com- 
missioners, to  rate  any  one  person  rateable  by  this  act,  at  more  than 
twenty  days  annually.  And  in  order  the  more  clearly  to  ascertain  what 
persons  shall  be  compellable  to  work  on  the  highways. 

V.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  every  freeholder.  Persona 
housekeeper,  and  other  person  exercising  any  trade,  business  or  labour,  wwk.'^ 
for  themselves,  and  on  their  own  account,  or  receiving  wages  for  such 
labour,  within  the  said  counties,  shall  be  liable  to  work  on  the  public 
roads  and  highways. 

VL  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  the  To  attend 
inhabitants  of  the  respective  towns  manors  districts  or  precincts,  who  JSliotice 
shall  be  rated  to  work  on  the  highways,  shall  as  often  as  they  or  any  of  '""om  ovep- 
them  shall  receive  notice  from  the  overseer  of    the  highways  for  the 
time  being  to  work  on  the  highways,  punctually  attend  the  said  service, 
either  by  themselves  or  by  an  able  sufficient  man  in  their  stead  respect- 
ively, with  proper  tools,  and  faithfully  work  all  the  number  of  days  at 
*hich  they  are  rated,  if  required;  and  in  case  any  person  or  persons  Penaitvfor 
duly  warned,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  appear,  or  being  come  to  work  ''®'"^- 
on  the  highways,  shall  remain  idle  or  not  work  faithfully,  or  hinder  or 
i^er  others  from  doing  their  duty,  such  offender,  shall  for  each  and 
fvery  such  offense,  forfeit  the  sum  of  twenty  four  shillings,  to  be  ad- 
judged by  the  overseer  of  the  highways  in  the  district  where  the  offence 
sbll  happen,  and  to  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and 
chattels  of  the  offender,  by  warrant  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  such 
overseer,  and  to  be  directed  to  any  constable  within  the  town  manor 
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district  or  precinct,  where  the  off ender  shall  reside;  and  the  said  forfeit- 
ures, to  be  paid  to  the  said  overseer,  and  to  be  by  him  well  and  faithfully 
laid  out  within  his  district,  for  and  towards  repairing  the  public  roads, 
and  bridges  within  the  same. 
Allowance  VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  the  over- 
wa^n?  *^'  seers  of  the  highways  and  roads  shall  think  fit,  and  have  occasion  for  any 
team,  cart  or  waggon,  and  a  man  to  manage  the  same,  the  said  team 
cart  or  waggon  and  man  to  manage  the  same,  shall  be  esteemed  to  be 
for,  in  lieu,  and  in  stead  of  three  days  work  of  one  man,  and  the  fine  to 
be  proportionable,  that  is  to  say,  treble  to  the  fine  to  be  imposed  for  the 
neglect  of  one  person;  and  every  working  man  shall  b^  obliged  to  bring 
such  tools  as  spades,  hoes,  axes  crow  bars,  pick  axes  or  other  utensils, 
as  shall  be  directed  by  the  overseer  of  the  highway  in  the  respective 
districts. 
Trees  in  VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  thrauthority  aforesaid^  That  all  trees 

may  be^     Standing  or  laying  on  or  in  any  land,  through  which  any  common  pub- 
taken  to     lie  highway  or  road,  is  or  shall  be  laid  out,  shall  be  for  the  proper  use  of 
SSie.'^        the  owner  or  owners  of  such  land,  so  as  the  overseer  or  overseers  of  the 
highways,  shall  be  authorized  to  take  and  use  so  much  timber,  standing 
or  laying  on  such  road,  as  may  be  necessary  to  repair  the  highway,  or 
bridges  leading  through  such  land. 
Owners  to      IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any 
trees  fall-    tree  shall  fall  out  of  any  inclosed  lands,  into  or  across  any  of  the  public 
hlShSw     liighways,  that  the  owner  of  such  inclosure,  shall  within  twelve  hours 
after  the  same  be  so  fallen,  remove  the  same,  or  be  liable  to  a  fine  of 
eight  shillings  for  neglect  of  every  day  in  the  non  removal  thereof,  after 
notice  given  by  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  to  be  recovered,  and 
applied  iii  the  same  manner,  as  the  other  fines  and  forfeitures,  are  before 
directed  to  be  recovered  and  applied  by  this  act. 
Appoint-        X.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in  case  it 
be*m«ie*in  should  not  be  necessary  in  any  one  or  more  of  the  said  districts,  to  have 
named        ^  ^^  ^^X^  wrought  by  the  inhabitants  that  this  act  requires,  that  then 
the  commissioners  shall  direct  the  overseers,  to  let  the  several  persons 
work  in  their  just  proportion,  to  the  days  such  persons  are  respectively 
rated  at,  and  no  more,  or  to  pay  an  equivalent,  at  the  rate  of  sixteen 
shillings  per  day. 

XI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  com- 
Sid^out^o  missioners  of  the  respective  towns  manors,  districts  or  precincts,  or  the 
{>•  ©ntjr®**  major  part  of  them,  shall  from  time  to  time,  during  the  continuance  of 
anJre-"*  this  act,  enter  in  writing  all  the  highways,  so  by  them  laid  out  or  altered 
corded.      ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^jg  ^^  ^zxsiQ  with  the  clerks  of  the  respective  counties, 
who  are  hereby  directed  and  required  to  record  the  same,  and  whatso- 
ever the  said  commissioners  shall  do  in  laying  out,  altering  or  other- 
wise regulating  highways,  according  to  the  power  given  them  in  this  act, 
they  shall  also  cause  to  be  entered  of  record,  with  the  clerks  of  the 
respective  towns  manors  districts  or  precincts. 
Proceeding      XII.  And  be  it  furtlur  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  upon  ap- 
^vate"'    plication  to  the  commissioners  of  any  town  manor,  district  or  precinct, 
road.         for  a  private  road,  the  commissioners  for  the  town  manor  district  or 
precinct  where  such  private  road  is  desired  to  be  laid  out,  shall  view 
the  same,  and  if  they  are  of  opinion  that  such  road  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary, and  twelve  principal  freeholders  under  oath,  shall  be  of  the  same 
opinion,  the  said  commissioners  are  hereby  impowered  to  lay  out  such 
road,  observing  the  same  steps  in  ascertaining  what  shall  be  paid  for 
the  land,  as  before  directed  to  be  taken  in  laying  out  public  roads;   and 
the  value  of  the  land  over  which  such  road  shall  be  laid,  and  all  the 
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€xpences  and  charges  attending  the  laying  out  and  valuing  the  same, 
shall  be  paid  by  the  person  or  persons  applying  for  the  same,  and  the 
said  road  when  so  laid  out,  shall  be  for  the  only  use  of  the  person  or 
persons  who  shall  pay  for  the  same,  his  and  their  heirs  and  assigns,  but 
not  to  be  converted  to  any  other  use  or  purpose,  than  that  of  a  road.  Pro- 
vided always,  that  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  land  through  which  such 
private  road  may  be  laid,  shall  not  be  prevented  from  making  use  of  such 
road,  if  he  shall  signify  his  intention  of  making  use  of  the  same,  at  the 
time  when  the  jury  are  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  land,  and  the  dam- 
ages, by  means  of  laying  out  such  road. 

Andwhfreas  there  are  many  creeks  or  rivers  which  run  through  sev- 
eral townships  and  precincts  in  the  county  of  Ulster,  which  the  common 
public  highways  are  laid  through  or  across. 

XIII    Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid y  That  the  free-  Fords  to  be 
holders  and  inhabitants  of  such  town  or  precinct  where  any  such  creek  or  re£ur" 
river  runs  through,  which  might  be  forded,  shall  be  obliged  to  fill  up  and 
level  the  ford  or  fords,  and  shall  keep  the  said  ford  or  fords  in  repair,  as 
well  as  any  other  part  of  the  highways,  in  any  of  the  towns  manors,  dis- 
tricts or  precincts. 

XIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  Gates  in 
and  may  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons,  to  hang  good  easy  swinging  ^'^**^*^ 
gates  in  the  said  counties,  on  such  high  roads  and  private  ways,  as  the 
commissioners  or  the  major  part  of  them  shall  deem  proper,  such  person 

or  persons  keeping  the  same  in  good  and  sufficient  repair,  at  their  own 
costs  and  charges. 

XV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in  case  Penalty  for 
any  person  or  persons  shall  stake  or  shore  open  any  gate  or  gates,  that  JpiSgStes, 
shall  be  allowed  in  the  said  counties  by  the  commissioners,  or  wilfully  and  «^- 
unnecessarily  ride  over  or  through  any  lands,  meadow  grounds  or  corn- 
fields to  the  damage  of   the  owners  thereof,  such   person  or  persons 

shall  for  every  such  offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  forty  shillings,  to  be  ad- 
judged by  any  one  of  the  commissioners  for  the  town  manor,  district 
or  precinct  where  such  offence  shall  be  committed,  and  be  levied  by 
and  applied  in  like  manner,  as  the  forfeitures  mentioned  in  the  third 
clause  of  this  act.  Provided  that  such  penalty  shall  not  be  deemed  a 
satisfaction  for  such  damage  but  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  meadow 
grounds  or  cornfields  shall  be  entitled  to  a  right  of  action  for  the  recov- 
ery of  damages,  the  payment  of  such  penalty  notwithstanding. 

XVI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  every  Bight 
person  compellable  to  work  on  the  highways  in  either  of  the  said  coun-  Say"* 
ties,  shall  actually  work  for  each  day  he  is  obliged  to  work,  eight  hours,  y***'^v 
and  shall  be  liable  to  pay  a  fine  of  three  shillings  for  every  hour  such  per-  not  wo^rk-*^ 
son  shall  be  in  default,  to  be  recovered  and  applied  in  like  manner,  as  *"*• 

thi  forfeitures  mentioned  in  the  eighth  clause  of  this  act.  Oommuta- 

XVII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it  tion  rate, 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  person  compellable  to  work  on  the  public 

roads  or  highways  as  aforesaid,  to  commute  for  and  pay  money,  at  the  rate 
of  two  dollars  per  day,  instead  of  working,  which  money  shall  be  paid  to 
the  overseer  of  the  highway  of  the  district,  in  which  the  person  or  per- 
sons paying  the  same  do  reside,  to  be  by  the  said  overseer  applyed,  and 
expended  in  the  improvement  of  the  said  roads  and  highways,  in  such 
district,  and  towards  purchasing  materials  and  other  necessaries  for,  and 
in  erecting  and  building  the  most  public  and  useful  bridges,  in  the  same 
district. 

XVIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  Road  dls^ 
commissioners  for  the  time  being,  of  the  respective  towns  manors,  dis-  ^^^'^ 
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tricts  and  precincts,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall,  if  needful,  at  least 
ten  days  before  their  next  annual  town  manor,  district  or  precinct  meeting, 
and  so  annually  if  they  shall  judge  the  same  necessary,  by  writing  under 
their  hands  to  be  lodged  with  the  town  manor  district  or  precinct 
clerk,  and  by  him  to  be  entered  in  the  town  manor  district  or  precinct 
book,  divide  their  respective  towns  and  precincts,  into  as  many  road 
districts,  as  they  shall  judge  most  convenient,  and  for  which  of  each 
districts,  there  shall  annually  be  elected  and  chosen  by  the  freeholders 
and  inhabitants  of  such  towns,  manors,  districts  or  precincts,  in  the  said 
counties  respectively,  an  overseer  of  the  highways. 

XIX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  every 
overseer  of  the  highways,  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  do  or  perform  any 
of  the  duties  and  services  required  of  him  by  this  act,  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  three  pounds  for  every  such  neglect  or  refusal,  to  be 
adjudged  and  levied  and  applied,  in  like  manner  as  the  forfeiture  men- 
tioned in  the  third  clause  of  this  act;  and  if  an  overseer  shall  happen 
to  die,  or  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  serve  in  his  office,  in  either  such  case, 
the  commissioners  of  the  said  town  manor,  district  or  precinct  respect- 
ively, or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  and  are  hereby  empowered,  to  ap- 
point some  other  fit  person  in  the  room  and  stead  of  such  overseer  so 
dying,  refusing,  or  neglecting  to  serve,  who  shall  have  the  same  powers, 
and  be  subject  to  the  same  fines,  forfeitures  and  penalties,  as  overseers 
chosen  by  virtue  of  this  act,  have  or  are  liable  and  subject  to. 

XX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  t/ie  authority  aforesaid.  That  any  one 
justice  of  the  peace  for  either  of  the  said  counties,  or  any  one  commis- 
sioner for  the  time  being,  may  at  any  time  or  times,  order  any  overseer  to 
work  upon,  and  repair  any  road  or  highway,  that  such  justice  or  commis- 
sioner shall  think  necessary,  within  the  district  of  such  overseer ;  and 
such  overseer  shall  within  eight  days  thereafter,  work  and  set  to  work, 
the  persons  of  his  district  who  are  oblidged  to  work  on  highways,  upon 
that  part  of  the  road  and  highway,  which  he  shall  be  so  ordered  to  work 
upon  and  repair. 

XXI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  over- 
seer of  each  district  shall  keep  a  just  and  true  account  in  writing,  wherein 
he  shall  distinctly  set  down  or  mention  all  such  persons  as  have  com- 
muted for  and  paid  in  lieu  of  working  as  aforesaid,  and  such  as  have 
been  fined,  and  the  sums  in  which  they  were  so  respectively  fined,  and 
also  those  who  shall  have  actually  worked  on  the  public  roads  or  high- 
ways, with  the  number  of  days  they  have  so  worked,  which  said  ac- 
count, together  with  the  said  list,  the  said  overseer  shall  on  or  before 
the  determination  of  his  office,  deliver  to  one  of  the  commissioners  of 
the  town  manor,  district  or  precinct  to  which  he  doth  belong;  which 
account,  so  delivered,  the  said  commissioner  shall  file  with  the  town 
manor,  district  or  precinct  clerk,  and  the  said  overseer,  shall  pay  4he 
balance  mentioned  in  the  said  account,  (if  any)  to  his  successor  in  office, 
to  be  expended  in  the  course  of  the  next  year;  and  if  any  of  the  said 
overseers  shall  refuse  to  pay  such  balance,  the  succeeding  overseer,  shall, 
and  may  sue  for  the  same,  in  like  manner  as  he  might  have  done  if 
such  balance  had  been  due  to  him  in,  his  own  right. 

XXII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the 
commissioners  for  the  highways,  to  be  chosen  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall 
before  they  execute  any  of  the  powers  herein  mentioned,  take  an  oath 
or  if  of  the  people  called  Quakers  an  affirmation  before  any  justice  of 
the  peace  for  the  county  in  which  they  shall  be  chosen  commissioners, 
in  the  words  following  (towit) 

I,  A  B.  do  solemnly  swear,  (or  if  of  the  people  called  Quakers  affirm 
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and  declare)  that  I  will  to  the  best  of  my  knowlege,  fairly  and  impar- 
tially execute  the  powers  to  me  given  and  granted,  by  an  act  entided, 
An  act  for  the  better  laying  out  regulating  and  keeping  in  repair  all 
common  and  public  highways  and  private  roads,  in  the  counties  of  Ulster, 
Orange  Dutchess  Charlotte  and  Westchester,  so  help  me  God. 

And  whereas  the  monies  that  may  arise  by  fines,  and  from  persons  Pinas,  etc., 
commuting  for  and  paying  money  in  lieu  of  working,  may  not  be  suffi-  Jjent"?" 
cient  for  purchasing  materials  and  other  necessaries,  for  erecting  and  purohaBe 
building  bridges,  and  in  making  such  other  improvements  on  the  public  Sc^*^***' 
roads,  as  are  absolutely  necessary,  and  yet  cannot  be  well  accomplished 
in  the  ordinary  way  of  working  thereon. 

XXIII.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  the  Oommis- 
major  part  of  the  commissioners  of  any  town  manor,  district  or  precinct,  in  ^gi^'SJiJn 
either  of  the  said  counties,  shall  judge  it  necessary  to  raise  a  further  annual  amount 
sum  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  they  shall  in  that  case  meet  together  an-  SnS^make 
nually  and  agree  upon  the  sum  necessary  to  be  raised  for  that  year,  and  ^®55?°,f^ 
shall  deliver  a  certificate  of  such  sum  so  agreed  upon  in  writing,  sub-  toauper^*'^ 
scribed  with  their  names,  to  the  supervisor  of  such  town,  manor,  district  ^^<^^»  ^^' 
or  precinct,  which  supervisor  shall  lay  the  same  before  the  supervisors  of 

the  county,  at  their  next  annual  meeting,  for  raising  the  contingent 
charges  of  the  said  county,  who  shall,  and  are  hereby  required  to  order 
the  raising  and  collecting  of  that  sum,  of  and  from  the  freeholders  and 
inhabitants  of  such  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  after  the  same  rate,  that  the  contingent  charges  of  the  county 
are  raised;  which  sum,  as  soon  as  the  collector  shall  have  collected  the 
same,  he  shall  and  is  hereby  required  to  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  clerk 
of  the  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  in  which  it  was  levied,  to  be  by 
him  paid  to  the  overseer  and  overseers  of  the  public  roads  or  highways 
for  the  said  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  on  an  order  or  orders 
under  the  hands  of  the  major  part  of  the  commissioners,  being  pro- 
duced and  delivered  to  him  for  that  purpose.  Provided  always,  that  the 
annual  sum  so  agreed  upon  to  be  raised,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  pounds  for  any  town,  manor,  district  or  .precinct,  which 
sum  or  sums  shall  be  laid  out  and  expended  in  the  said  town,  manor, 
district  or  precinct,  in  the  same  manner,  and  for  the  like  purposes,  that 
fines  are  directed  to  be  applied  by  virtue  of  this  act;  And  provided  also 
that  nothing  in  the  clause  contained  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  the 
precincts  of  Goshen  and  Cornwall  in  Orange  county. 

XXIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  Bridges, 
bridges  and  causways  hereinafter  mentioned  in  the  precincts  of  Goshen  niSiiedto 
and  Cornwall  in  the  county  of  Orange  shall  be  made  and  kept  in  le-  ^'^^JJp^*'* 
pair  by  a  public  tax  on  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  in  the  said  two  pUbuo  tax. 
precincts;    and   are   as   follows  viz.     One   bridge    and   causway  near 

the  house  of  Zachariah  Dubois,  one  other  bridge  and  causway  near 
Richard  Goldsmiths,  one  other  bridge  and  causway  near  Stephen 
Gilberts,  one  other  bridge  and  causway  near  Benjamin  Tustens,  one 
other  bridge  and  causway  across  Pochuck  creek  where  the  old  bridge 
now  stands,  one  other  bridge  and  causway  near  Warwick  meeting 
house,  one  other  bridge  and  causway  near  Grey  Court,  one  other 
bridge  and  causway  near  Curtis  Colemans,  one  other  bridge  and  caus- 
way, across  the  Murderers  creek  near  Cornwall,  one  other  bridge  and 
causway,  across  Schonnemunck  creek  near  Smiths  mill,  one  other 
bridge  and  causway,  over  the  said  creek,  called  Coal  House  bridge,  one 
other  bridge  and  causway  near  the  widow  Tuthills,  one  other  bridge 
and  causway  near  Thorn's  mill,  one  other  bridge  and  causway  near 
Daniel  Denton's,  one  other  bridge  and   causway  near  the  house  of 
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Jeremiah  Curtis,  one  other  bridge  and  causway  near  the  house  of  John 
McClean  deceased,  one  other  bridge  and  causway  across  the  Walkill 
at  the  outlet  of  the  drowned  lands,  one  other  bridge  and  causway 
across  Warwick  creek  near  where  Israel  Wood's  mill  formerly  stood, 
one  other  bridge  and  causway  across  the  Trout  brook:  And  the  com- 
missioners of  the  highways,  for  the  time  being,  for  the  said  precincts  of 
Goshen  and  Cornwall  are  hereby  directed  and  required,  to  cause  .the 
afore  mentioned  bridges  and  causways  to  be  well  and  sufficiently  made 
and  kept  in  repair,  and  an  account  of  the  expences  attending  the 
same  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Orange 
at  their  annual  meetings;  who  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  di- 
vide the  whole  amount  of  such  expences  between  the  said  precincts  of 
Goshen  and  Cornwall  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  other  contingent 
charges  of  the  said  county  of  Orange  are  usually  divided  between  the 
said  two  precincts;  and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  levied  and  collected 
from  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  two  precincts,  and  paid 
to  the  county  treasurer  in  like  manner  as  the  other  contingent  charges 
of  the  said  county  are  raised  and  paid;  and  the  said  treasurer  is  hereby 
directed  and  required  from  time  to  time  to  pay  the  said  monies  to  the 
said  commissioners  on  a  warrant  or  warrants  from  the  said  supervisors 
as  is  usual  in  other  cases  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

XXV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all 
laws  of  the  legislature  of  the  late  colony  of  New  York  relative  to  the 
public  highways  or  private  roads  in  the  counties  of  Ulster,  Orange,, 
Dutchess,  Charlotte  or  Westchester  shall  be,  and  hereby  are  repealed. 


CHAP.  32. 
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AN  ACT,  to  amend  an  act  for  regulating  impresses  of  forage 
and  carriages  and  for  billeting  troops  within  this  State. 

Passed  the  12th  of  March,  1779. 

Whereas  no  effectual  provision  is  made  in  the  said  act  in  cases 
where  persons  shall  suffer  their  teams  or  carriages  to  be  out  of  repair 
with  intent  to  prevent  them  from  being  impressed  in  the  public  service. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  sam^^ 
That  where  any  of  the  carriages  to  be  impressed,  the  tackling  and 
necessaries  thereto  shall  be  defective  through  the  negligence  or  default 
of  the  owner  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  person  upon  whose  ap- 
plication the  impress  shall  be  made  immediately  to  have  the  same  re- 
paired,'  in  the  best  manner  he  can,  and  to  sue  such  owner  before  any 
justice  of  the  peace,  within  the  town  manor  district  or  precinct  wherein, 
such  owner  shall  reside,  and  if  there  shall  be  no  justice  of  the  peace  in 
such  town  manor  precinct  or  district  then  before  the  nearest 
justice  of  the  peace  for  the  amount  of  the  expence  thereof,  and  the  said 
justice  is  hereby  directed  to  give  judgment  for  the  said  person  for  such 
sum  as  he  shall  prove  to  have  expended  to  compleat  the  said  carriage 
and  team  with  costs  of  suit  and  a  reasonable  allowance  to  the  said  per- 
son for  his  trouble  in  procuring  the  same. 

And  whereas  it  is  often  necessary  for  want  of  forage  at  the  several 
posts,  that  the  several  persons  whose  teams  may  be  impressed  should 
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provide  forage  for  the  horses  or  oxen  to  be  used  with  their  respective  tortm- 
teams.  gSr* 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  be  Justices  of 
lawful  for  the  several  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  warrants  for  impress-  fequfre™*^ 
ing  teams  to  require  the  several  persons  whose  teams  shall  by  virtue  owners  to 
of  such  warrants  be  impressed,  to  provide  forage  for  the  horses  or  oxen  Sime?^ 
to  be  used  with  their  respective  teams,  for  the  time  such  teams  shall  be 
impressed,  upon  the  like  penalty  as  is  imposed  for  not  appearing  or  at- 
tending with  a  team  when  so  impressed,  And  the  several  persons  so 
providing  themselves  with  forage  shall  in  consideration  thereof  be  al- 
lowed additional  pay  and  wages  for  their  respective  teams.     Provided 
nevertheless  that  if  any  person  so  to  be  required  to  provide  forage, 
shall  make  it  appear  to  the  said  justice,  that  he  or  she  hath  not  sufficient 
spare  forage  for  the  purpose,  that  it  shall  in  such  case  be  lawful  for  the 
said  justice  in  such  case,  in  his  discretion  to  remit  the  said  penalty. 

And  whereas  in  and  by  the  said  act  the  justices  of  the  peace  are  not  Proviso  as 
authorized  to  grant  a  warrant  for  impressing  teams  unless  proof  shall  be  that'pubiio 
previously  made,  that  the  public  service  requires  a  greater  number  of  8«»jv**'®  "^ 
teams,  horses  and  carriages,  with  drivers  for  the  same,  than  can  be  sup-  greater 
plied  by  the  quarter  master  of  any  part  of  the  army  within  this  State,  num^o*'' 
And  whereas  the  obtaining  such  proof  is  frequently  atttended  with  de- 
lay injurious  to  the  public  service. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^    That  it   shall  be  Proof  may 
lawful  for  the  justices  of  the  peace  respectively,  to  dispense  with  such  ^^^^ 
proof  and  in    their  discretion  to  grant  warrants  for  impressing  teams,  with, 
carriages,  horses  and  drivers,  whenever  upon  application  they  shall  re- 
spectively conceive  the  public  service  to  require  the  same,  any  thing  in 
the  said  act  to  the  contrar>'  notwithstanding. 

And  whereas  the  fine  of  five  pounds  imposed  by  the  said  act,  for  not  Penalty 
attending  with  a  team  when  impressed  hath  been  found  inadequate*         JSe!****" 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  fine  of  five  increased 
pounds  imposed  by  the  said  act  upon  the  respective  owners  of  such  pQ^^'J^g, 
teams,  horses  or  carriages  as  being  impressed  shall  not  appear,  or  be 
brought  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  shall  be  encreased  to  ten  pounds ; 
and  the  said  fine  of  ten  pounds  shall  be  adjudged  by  the  justice  of  the 
peace  granting  the  warrant,  by  virtue  of  which  such  team,  horses  or 
carriages  so  not  appearing  or  not  brought  was  impressed,  and  recov-  ^<^^^ 
cred  with  costs  by  the  person  upon  whose  application  such  impress  shall  ^^^* 
be  made,  in  his  own  name,  and  when  recovered  and  levied  the  one 
half  thereof  to  be  retained  by  the  said  person  prosecuting  for  the  same, 
for  his  own  use,  and  the  other  half  be  paid  to  the  said  justice  to  be  by 
him  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  county 

And  whereas  disputes  have  arisen  with  respect  to  the  pay  allowed  for 
teams  and  carriages  impressed  in  public  service. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  first  judges  First 
of  the  counties  of  Albany,  Ulster,  Dutchess,  Orange  and  Westchester,  ietfSiiSe 
or  any  three  of  them  shall  every  two  months  ascertain  and  determine  J^^^^f'j^j^? 
the  pay  and  wages  to  be  allowed  and  paid  for  teams  carriages,  horses  teams,  eu?! 
and  drivers  impressed  within  this  State,  and  shall  cause  an  assize  or 
assessment  of  such  pay  and  wages  to  be  published  in  one  or  more  of 
the  public  newspapers  within  this  State,  and  to  be  delivered  to  the 
<iq)uty  quarter  master  in  the  several  departments  within  this  State,  And 
the  said  judges  shall  meet  at  Poughkeepsie,  in  the  county  of  Dutchess 
OQ  the  first  Tuesdays  in  April,  June,  August,  October,  December  and 
Febniary,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  such  pay  and  wages  as  afore- 
said. 
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Provided  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  oblige 
the  said  judges  to  meet  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  unless  the  quarter 
master  or  quarter  masters  within  this  State  shall  previously  engage  for 
the  payment  of  the  expence  which  the  said  judges  may  respectively 
be  put  to,  in  attending  such  meeting. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  this  act 
shall  continue  in  force  until  twenty  days  after  the  next  meeting  of  the 
legislature  and  a  quorum  of  both  houses  convened  and  no  longer. 


One  thou- 
sand men 
to  be 
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Governor 
to  appoint 
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CHAP.  33. 

AN  ACT  for  raising  one  thousand  men  for  the  defence  of  the 
frontiers  of  this  State. 

Passed  the  13th  of  March,  1779. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented 
in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same^  That  one  thousand  men,  including  officers  shall  be  raised 
for  the  defence  of  the  western  and  northern  frontiers  of  this  State  and 
for  such  other  military  services  as  the  person  administring  the  govern- 
ment of  this  State  for  the  time  being  shall  from  time  to  time  think 
necessary  for  the  safety  and  defence  of  this  State  to  continue  in  ser- 
vice until  the  first  day  of  January  next  unless  sooner  discharged  and 
shall  be  allowed  the  like  pay  and  rations  as  are  alldwed  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

And  in  order  to  expedite  the  raising  of  the  said  men 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  person  adminis- 
tring the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  do  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  council  of  appointment  appoint  the  officers  of 
and  arrange  the  said  body  of  troops  into  two  distinct  corps  of  ^v^  hun- 
dred men  each,  officers  included,  each  of  them  to  have  and  be  com- 
manded by  one  lieutenanant  colonel,  one  major,  five  captains,  five  first 
lieutenants  and  five  second  lieutenants,  and  to  have  one  surgeon  one 
adjutant  and  one  quarter  master.  That,  the  captains  and  lieutenants 
shall  immediately  on  receipt  of  their  commissions  do  their  utmost  en- 
deavors to  raise  the  said  men. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  levies  to  be  so 
raised  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  raised  by  drafts  from  the  militia  of . 
this  State;  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  the  passing  of  this  act 
That  drafts  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  shall  be  made  from  the  militia 
aforesaid  of  such  of  the  counties  or  parts  thereof,  as  the  person  ad- 
ministring the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  shall  direct 
and  in  such  proportions  and  in  such  manner  as  by  orders  from  him  to 
the  several  and  respective  commanding  officers  of  the  several  regiments 
or  companies  shall  be  directed;  and  the  several  commanding  officers 
and  air  and  every  other  officer  or  officers  belonging  to  the  several  regi- 
ments and  companies  in  any  of  the  counties  aforesaid  who  shall  neglect 
or  refuse  to  execute  or  obey  the  orders  to  be  issued  by  the  person  ad- 
ministring the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  in  this  behalf 
shall  suffer  and  incur  such  penalties  pains  and  punishments  as  shall  be 
adjudged  by  a  court  martial  for  that  purpose  to  be  instituted  and  ap- 
pointed by  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the 
time  being,  to  be  composed  of  such  officers  belonging  to  the  militia  of 
this  State  as  shall  by  him  be  nominated  and  appointed  for  that  purpose. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  such  Persons 
persons  as  were  by  the  act  for  compleating  the^ve  Continental  battalions  ^^^^ 
raised  under  the  direction  of  this  State,  exempted  from  being  drafted,  ^^^^  «<«• 
shall  also  be  exempted  from  being  drafted  into  the  levies  to  be  raised 
by  virtue  of  this  act;  and  that  all  persons  so  exempted  (ministers  of  the 
gospel,  and  persons  who  have  procured  others  to  enlist  in  either  of  the 
said  five  battalions  according  to  law  excepted)  and  that;,  all  other  male 
persons  who  though  incapable  from  bodily  infirmity  to  bear  arms,  may 
in  the  judgment  of  the  assessors  be  able  to  contribute  towards  a  bounty 
for  the  said  levies  shall  be  assessed,  and  the  sums  to  be  assessed  upon 
such  persons  respectively  shall  be  collected  in  like  manner  as  is  directed 
by  the  said  act  and  when  collected  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  colonel 
or  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  to  be  by  him  distributed  and 
divided  to  and  among  the  drafts  to  be  furnished  by  the  said  regiment 
for  the  levies  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act;  and  that  every  such  ex- 
empt shall  be  subject  to  be  assessed  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  dol- 
lars.     Provided  that  if  any    person  so    exempted    being  capable   of  Exempt 
bearing  arms,  and  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  sixty  years  who  pre-  SSSed" 
vious  to  his  being  assessed  shall  prefer  standing  his  draft  shall  be  at  f°*y  «i®?* 

V-  P  .1  111*1  It/-  to  staod 

ius  option  so  to  do  and  such  person  shall  with  respect  to  the  draft  to  draft, 
be  made  in  pursuance  of  this  act  be  deemed  as  belonging  to  the  militia 
company,  in  the  beat  whereof  such  person  shall  reside. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  person  ad-  Ports  to  be 
ministring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  shall  be  and  **"*^^ 
he  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  order  and  direct  the  erecting 
oi  small  forts  or  posts  of  security  at  such  places  on  the  said  frontiers  as 
he  shall  think  proper. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That   if    any  Persons 
soldier  or  non  commissioned  officer  shall  refuse  to  march  after  being  aSd'i^fu». 
drafted  and  notified  of  the  same  by  writing  subscribed  by  his  command-  ing  to 
ing  officer  and  left  at  his  usual  place  of  abode  he  shall  be  deemed  and  Seemed 
considered  as  a  deserter  and  treated  in  the  same  manner  as  if  belonging  deserters, 
to  any  regiment  or  company  of  either  of  the  ^^^  Continental  regiments 
raised  under  the  direction  of  this  State ;    and  that  the  levies  to  be 
raised  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  from  the  time  they  shall  be  enlisted  or 
drafted  be. subject   in  all  respects   to  the  rules  and  regulations  con- 
tained in  the  articles  of  war  made  by  the  congress  of  the  United  States 
oi  America  for  regulating  the  army  of  the  said  States. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  autJiority  aforesaid  That  every  man  accou- 
to  be  voluntarily  inlisted  or  drafted  into  either  of  the  said  corps  shall  twments. 
be  provided  with  a  good  musket  or  firelock,  cartouch  box  or  pouch 
capable  of  containing  not  less  than  seventeen  charges  of  ammunition  a 
napsack  or  haversack  and  a  good  blanket  on  pain  of  being  dealt  with 
by  a  court  martial  in  such  way  as  he  ought  to  be  dealt  with  by  a  court 
martial  in  case  the  said  articles  had  been  provided  for  him  at  the  pub- 
lic expence  and  he  had  divested  himself  of  them  severally  and  respect- 
ively by  his  own  will  or  neglect. 

And   be  it  further  enacted  by   the  authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall  Governor 
be  lawful  for  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  to  make* 
the  time  being,  in  case  of  a  requisition  to  this  State,  before  the  tenth  ^'^'• 
day  of  April  next  to  compleat  the  ^s^  Continental  battalions  raised 
UDder  the  direction  thereof  to  draft  all  or  any  number  of  the  privates 
in  the  levies  to  be  raised  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  into  the  said  five 
battalions,  and  such  number  to  each  battalion  as  he  shall  think  proper 
to  serve  until  the  first  day  of  January  next;  and  in  such  case  to  reduce 
and  dismiss  a  proportional  number  of  the  officers  in  the  said  levies. 
18 
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district  or  precinct,  where  the  off ender  shall  reside;  and  the  said  forfeit- 
ures, to  be  paid  to  the  said  overseer,  and  to  be  by  him  well  and  faithfully 
laid  out  within  his  district,  for  and  towards  repairing  the  public  roads, 
and  bridges  within  the  same. 
Allowance  VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy  That  if  the  over- 
wa^ns!  **'  seers  of  the  highways  and  roads  shall  think  fit,  and  have  occasion  for  any 
team,  cart  or  waggon,  and  a  man  to  manage  the  same,  the  said  team 
cart  or  waggon  and  man  to  manage  the  same,  shall  be  esteemed  to  be 
for,  in  lieu,  and  in  stead  of  three  days  work  of  one  man,  and  the  fine  to 
be  proporti6nable,  that  is  to  say,  treble  to  the  fine  to  be  imposed  for  the 
neglect  of  one  person ;  and  every  working  man  shall  b^  obliged  to  bring 
such  tools  as  spades,  hoes,  axes  crow  bars,  pick  axes  or  other  utensils, 
as  shall  be  directed  by  the  overseer  of  the  highway  in  the  respective 
districts. 
Trees  in  VIII.  Andbeit further  enacted  by  thrauthority  aforesaid^  That  all  trees 

may  be^     Standing  or  laying  on  or  in  any  land,  through  which  any  common  pub- 
taken  to     lie  highway  or  road,  is  or  shall  be  laid  out,  shall  be  for  the  proper  use  of 
aame.*^        the  owner  or  owners  of  such  land,  so  as  the  overseer  or  overseers  of  the 
highways,  shall  be  authorized  to  take  and  use  so  much  timber,  standing 
or  laying  on  such  road,  as  may  be  necessary  to  repair  the  highway,  or 
bridges  leading  through  such  land. 
Owners  to      IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any 
trees  fall-    tree  shall  fall  out  of  any  inclosed  lands,  into  or  across  any  of  the  public 
hiShway     highways,  that  the  owner  of  such  inclosure,  shall  within  twelve  hours 
after  the  same  be  so  fallen,  remove  the  same,  or  be  liable  to  a  fine  of 
eight  shillings  for  neglect  of  every  day  in  the  non  removal  thereof,  after 
notice  given  by  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  to  be  recovered,  and 
applied  in  the  same  manner,  as  the  other  fines  and  forfeitures,  are  before 
directed  to  be  recovered  and  applied  by  this  act. 
Appoint-        X.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in  case  it 
be^m«ie\n  should  not  be  necessary  in  any  one  or  more  of  the  said  districts,  to  have 
^amed        ^  ^^  ^^^^  wrought  by  the  inhabitants  that  this  act  requires,  that  then 
the  commissioners  shall  direct  the  overseers,  to  let  the  several  persons 
work  in  their  just  proportion,  to  the  days  such  persons  are  respectively 
rated  at,  and  no  more,  or  to  pay  an  equivalent,  at  the  rate  of  sixteen 
shillings  per  day. 

XI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  com- 
Sid*ou?to  missioners  of  the  respective  towns  manors,  districts  or  precincts,  or  the 
i**  ®riti'*^  major  part  of  them,  shall  from  time  to  time,  during  the  continuance  of 
MdTre-"*  this  act,  enter  in  writing  all  the  highways,  so  by  them  laid  out  or  altered 
corded.      ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  f^lg  ^^  g^nie  with  the  clerks  of  the  respective  counties, 
who  are  hereby  directed  and  required  to  record  the  same,  and  whatso- 
ever the  said  commissioners  shall  do  in  laying  out,  altering  or  other- 
wise regulating  highways,  according  to  the  power  given  them  in  this  act, 
they  shall  also  cause  to  be  entered  of  record,  with  the  clerks  of  the 
respective  towns  manors  districts  or  precincts. 
Proceeding      XII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  upon  ap- 
^^vate"'    plication  to  the  commissioners  of  any  town  manor,  district  or  precinct, 
road.         for  a  private  road,  the  commissioners  for  the  town  manor  district  or 
precinct  where  such  private  road  is  desired  to  be  laid  out,  shall  view 
the  same,  and  if  they  are  of  opinion  that  such  road  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary, and  twelve  principal  freeholders  under  oath,  shall  be  of  the  same 
opinion,  the  said  commissioners  are  hereby  impowered  to  lay  out  such 
road,  observing  the  same  steps  in  ascertaining  what  shall  be  paid  for 
the  land,  as  before  directed  to  be  taken  in  laying  out  public  roads;  and 
the  value  of  the  land  over  which  such  road  shall  be  laid,  and  all  the 
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€xpences  and  charges  attending  the  laying  out  and  valuing  the  same, 
shall  be  paid  by  the  person  or  persons  applying  for  the  same,  and  the 
said  road  when  so  laid  out,  shall  be  for  the  only  use  of  the  person  or 
persons  who  shall  pay  for  the  same,  his  and  their  heirs  and  assigns,  but 
not  to  be  converted  to  any  other  use  or  purpose,  than  that  of  a  road.  Pro- 
vided always,  that  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  land  through  which  such 
private  road  may  be  laid,  shall  not  be  prevented  from  making  use  of  such 
Toad,  if  he  shall  signify  his  intention  of  making  use  of  the  same,  at  the 
time  when  the  jury  are  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  land,  and  the  dam- 
ages, by  means  of  laying  out  such  road. 

And  whereas  there  are  many  creeks  or  rivers  which  run  through  sev- 
eral townships  and  precincts  in  the  county  of  Ulster,  which  the  common 
public  highways  are  laid  through  or  across. 

XIII    Be  it  further  e?uuted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  free-  Fordgtobe 
holders  and  inhabitants  of  such  town  or  precinct  where  any  such  creek  or  repair" 
river  runs  through,  which  might  be  forded,  shall  be  obliged  to  fill  up  and 
level  the  ford  or  fords,  and  shall  keep  the  said  ford  or  fords  in  repair,  as 
well  as  any  other  part  of  the  highways,  in  any  of  the  towns  manors,  dis- 
tricts or  precincts. 

XIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  Gates  in 
and  may  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons,  to  hang  good  easy  swinging  ^*^^'^*'^'* 
gates  in  the  said  counties,  on  such  high  roads  and  private  ways,  as  the 
commissioners  or  the  major  part  of  them  shall  deem  proper,  such  person 

or  persons  keeping  the  same  in  good  and  sufficient  repair,  at  their  own 
costs  and  charges. 

XV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in  case  Penalty  for 
any  person  or  persons  shall  stake  or  shore  open  any  gate  or  gates,  that  J^ill^tes, 
shall  be  allowed  in  the  said  counties  by  the  commissioners,  or  wilfully  and  «<»• 
unnecessarily  ride  over  or  through  any  lands,  meadow  grounds  or  corn- 
fields to  the  damage  of   the  owners  thereof,  such   person  or  persons 

shall  for  every  such  offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  forty  shillings,  to  be  ad- 
judged by  any  one  of  the  commissioners  for  the  town  manor,  district 
or  precinct  where  such  offence  shall  be  committed,  and  be  levied  by 
and  applied  in  like  manner,  as  the  forfeitures  mentioned  in  the  third 
clause  of  this  act.  Provided  that  such  penalty  shall  not  be  deemed  a 
satisfaction  for  such  damage  but  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  meadow 
grounds  or  cornfields  shall  be  entitled  to  a  right  of  action  for  the  recov- 
ery of  damages,  the  payment  of  such  penalty  notwithstanding. 

XVI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  every  Eight 
person  compellable  to  work  on  the  highways  in  either  of  the  said  coun-  Jay"  * 
ties,  shall  actually  work  for  each  day  he  is  obliged  to  work,  eight  hours,  york. 
and  shall  be  liable  to  pay  a  fine  of  three  shillings  for  every  hour  such  per-  not  wcfrS*^ 
son  shall  be  in  default,  to  be  recovered  and  applied  in  like  manner,  as  *"*• 

thi  forfeitures  mentioned  in  the  eighth  clause  of  this  act.  ^        .  _ 

XVII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  tion  rate." 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  person  compellable  to  work  on  the  public 

roads  or  highways  as  aforesaid,  to  commute  for  and  pay  money,  at  the  rate 
of  two  dollars  per  day,  instead  of  working,  which  money  shall  be  paid  to 
the  overseer  of  the  highway  of  the  district,  in  which  the  person  or  per- 
sons paying  the  same  do  reside,  to  be  by  the  said  overseer  applyed,  and 
expended  in  the  improvement  of  the  said  roads  and  highways,  in  such 
district,  and  towards  purchasing  materials  and  other  necessaries  for,  and 
in  erecting  and  building  the  most  public  and  useful  bridges,  in  the  same 
district. 

XVIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  Road  dis- 
commissioners  for  the  time  being,  of  the  respective  towns  manors,  dis-  ^^^'^ 
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tricts  and  precincts,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall,  if  needful,  at  least 
ten  days  before  their  next  annual  town  manor,  district  or  precinct  meeting, 
and  so  annually  if  they  shall  judge  the  same  necessary,  by  writing  under 
their  hands  to  be  lodged  with  the  town  manor  district  or  precinct 
clerk,  and  by  him  to  be  entered  in  the  town  manor  district  or  precinct 
book,  divide  their  respective  towns  and  precincts,  into  as  many  road 
districts,  as  they  shall  judge  most  convenient,  and  for  which  of  each 
districts,  there  shall  annually  be  elected  and  chosen  by  the  freeholders 
and  inhabitants  of  such  towns,  manors,  districts  or  precincts,  in  the  said 
counties  respectively,  an  overseer  of  the  highways. 

XIX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  every 
overseer  of  the  highways,  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  do  or  perform  any 
of  the  duties  and  services  required  of  him  by  this  act,  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  three  pounds  for  every  such  neglect  or  refusal,  to  be 
adjudged  and  levied  and  applied,  in  like  manner  as  the  forfeiture  men- 
tioned in  the  third  clause  of  this  act;  and  if  an  overseer  shall  happen 
to  die,  or  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  serve  in  his  office,  in  either  such  case, 
the  commissioners  of  the  said  town  manor,  district  or  precinct  respect- 
ively, or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  and  are  hereby  empowered,  to  ap- 
point some  other  fit  person  in  the  room  and  stead  of  such  overseer  so 
dying,  refusing,  or  neglecting  to  serve,  who  shall  have  the  same  powers, 
and  be  subject  to  the  same  fines,  forfeitures  and  penalties,  as  overseers 
chosen  by  virtue  of  this  act,  have  or  are  liable  and  subject  to. 

XX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  any  one 
justice  of  the  peace  for  either  of  the  said  counties,  or  any  one  commis- 
sioner for  the  time  being,  may  at  any  time  or  times,  order  any  overseer  to 
work  upon,  and  repair  any  road  or  highway,  that  such  justice  or  commis- 
sioner shall  think  necessary,  within  the  district  of  such  overseer ;  and 
such  overseer  shall  within  eight  days  thereafter,  work  and  set  to  work, 
the  persons  of  his  district  who  are  oblidged  to  work  on  highways,  upon 
that  part  of  the  road  and  highway,  which  he  shall  be  so  ordered  to  work 
upon  and  repair. 

XXI.  Afidbe  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  over- 
seer of  each  district  shall  keep  a  just  and  true  account  in  writing,  wherein 
he  shall  distinctly  set  down  or  mention  all  such  persons  as  have  com- 
muted for  and  paid  in  lieu  of  working  as  aforesaid,  and  such  as  have 
been  fined,  and  the  suras  in  which  they  were  so  respectively  fined,  and 
also  those  who  shall  have  actually  worked  on  the  public  roads  or  high- 
ways, with  the  number  of  days  they  have  so  worked,  which  said  ac- 
count, together  with  the  said  list,  the  said  overseer  shall  on  or  before 
the  determination  of  his  office,  deliver  to  one  of  the  commissioners  of 
the  town  manor,  district  or  precinct  to  which  he  doth  belong;  which 
account,  so  delivered,  the  said  commissioner  sljall  file  with  the  town 
manor,  district  or  precinct  clerk,  and  the  said  overseer,  shall  pay  <he 
balance  mentioned  in  the  said  account,  (if  any)  to  his  successor  in  office, 
to  be  expended  in  the  course  of  the  next  year;  and  if  any  of  the  said 
overseers  shall  refuse  to  pay  such  balance,  the  succeeding  overseer,  shall, 
and  may  sue  for  the  same,  in  like  manner  as  he  might  have  done  if 
such  balance  had  been  due  to  him  in,  his  own  right. 

XXII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the 
commissioners  for  the  highways,  to  be  chosen  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall 
before  they  execute  any  of  the  powers  herein  mentioned,  take  an  oath 
or  if  of  the  people  called  Quakers  an  affirmation  before  any  justice  of 
the  peace  for  the  county  in  which  they  shall  be  chosen  commissioners, 
in  the  words  following  (towit) 

I,  A  B.  do  solemnly  swear,  (or  if  of  the  people  called  Quakers  affirm 
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and  declare)  that  I  will  to  the  best  of  my  knowlege,  fairly  and  impar- 
tially execute  the  powers  to  me  given  and  granted,  by  an  act  entitled, 
An  act  for  the  better  laying  out  regulating  and  keeping  in  repair  all 
common  and  public  highways  and  private  roads,  in  the  counties  of  Ulster, 
Orange  Dutchess  Charlotte  and  Westchester,  so  help  me  God. 

And  whereas  the  monies  that  may  arise  by  fines,  and  from  persons  Fines,  etc.. 
commuting  for  and  paying  money  in  lieu  of  working,  may  not  be  suffi-  cienti?' 
cient  for  purchasing  materials  and  other  necessaries,  for  erecting  and  purohaae 
building  bridges,  and  in  making  such  other  improvements  on  the  public  Sc^*^**' 
roads,  as  are  absolutely  necessary,  and  yet  cannot  be  well  accomplished 
in  the  ordinary  way  of  working  thereon. 

XXIII.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  the  Commis- 
major  part  of  the  commissioners  of  any  town  manor,  district  or  precinct,  in  Ig,^"™ 
either  of  the  said  counties,  shall  judge  it  necessary  to  raise  a  further  annual  amount 
sum  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  they  shall  in  that  case  meet  together  an-  SSS^K 
nually  and  agree  upon  the  sum  necessary  to  be  raised  for  that  year,  and  ^'^JJ?®.?^ 
shall  deliver  a  certificate  of  such  sum  so  agreed  upon  in  writing,  sub-  tosupei^^'^ 
scribed  with  their  names,  to  the  supervisor  of  such  town,  manor,  district  ^'®®''  ®'°- 
or  precinct,  which  supervisor  shall  lay  the  same  before  the  supervisors  of 

the  county,  at  their  next  annual  meeting,  for  raising  the  contingent 
charges  of  the  said  county,  who  shall,  and  are  hereby  required  to  order 
the  raising  and  collecting  of  that  sum,  of  and  from  the  freeholders  and 
inhabitants  of  such  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  after  the  same  rate,  that  the  contingent  charges  of  the  county 
are  raised;  which  sum,  as  soon  as  the  collector  shall  have  collected  the 
same,  he  shall  and  is  hereby  required  to  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  clerk 
of  the  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  in  which  it  was  levied,  to  be  by 
him  paid  to  the  overseer  and  overseers  of  the  public  roads  or  highways 
for  the  said  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  on  an  order  or  orders 
under  the  hands  of  the  major  part  of  the  commissioners,  being  pro- 
duced and  delivered  to  him  for  that  purpose.  Provided  always,  that  the 
annual  sum  so  agreed  upon  to  be  raised,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  pounds  for  any  town,  manor,  district  or  .precinct,  which 
sum  or  sums  shall  be  laid  out  and  expended  in  the  said  town,  manor, 
district  or  precinct,  in  the  same  manner,  and  for  the  like  purposes,  that 
fines  are  directed  to  be  applied  by  virtue  of  this  act;  And  provided  also 
that  nothing  in  the  clause  contained  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  the 
precincts  of  Goshen  and  Cornwall  in  Orange  county. 

XXIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  Bridges, 
bridges  and  causways  hereinafter  mentioned  in  the  precincts  of  Goshen  niSned  to 
and  Cornwall  in  the  county  of  Orange  shall  be  made  and  kept  in  le-  **®J^®p^*" 
pair  by  a  public  tax  on  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  in  the  said  two  public  tax. 
precincts;    and   are   as   follows  viz.     One   bridge   and   causway  near 

the  house  of  Zachariah  Dubois,  one  other  bridge  and  causway  near 
Richard  Goldsmiths,  one  other  bridge  and  causway  near  Stephen 
Gilberts,  one  other  bridge  and  causway  near  Benjamin  Tustens,  one 
other  bridge  and  causway  across  Pochuck  creek  where  the  old  bridge 
now  stands,  one  other  bridge  and  causway  near  Warwick  meeting 
house,  one  other  bridge  and  causway  near  Grey  Court,  one  other 
bridge  and  causway  near  Curtis  Colemans.  one  other  bridge  and  caus- 
way, across  the  Murderers  creek  near  Cornwall,  one  other  bridge  and 
causway,  across  Schonnemunck  creek  near  Smiths  mill,  one  other 
bridge  and  causway,  over  the  said  creek,  called  Coal  House  bridge,  one 
other  bridge  and  causway  near  the  widow  Tuthills,  one  other  bridge 
and  causway  near  Thorn's  mill,  one  other  bridge  and  causway  near 
Daniel  Denton's,  one  other  bridge  and   causway  near  the  house  of 
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Provided  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  oblige 
the  said  judges  to  meet  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  unless  the  quarter 
master  or  quarter  masters  within  this  State  shall  previously  engage  for 
the  payment  of  the  expence  which  the  said  judges  may  respectively 
be  put  to,  in  attending  such  meeting. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  this  act 
shall  continue  in  force  until  twenty  days  after  the  next  meeting  of  the 
legislature  and  a  quorum  of  both  houses  convened  and  no  longer. 
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CHAP.  33. 

AN  ACT  for  raising  one  thousand  men  for  the  defence  of  the 
frontiers  of  this  State, 

Passed  the  13th  of  March,  1779. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented 
in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same^  That  one  thousand  men,  including  officers  shall  be  raised 
for  the  defence  of  the  western  and  northern  frontiers  of  this  State  and 
for  such  other  military  services  as  the  person  administring  the  govern- 
ment of  this  State  for  the  time  being  shall  from  time  to  time  think 
necessary  for  the  safety  and  defence  of  this  State  to  continue  in  ser- 
vice until  the  first  day  of  January  next  unless  sooner  discharged  and 
shall  be  allowed  the  like  pay  and  rations  as  are  alldwed  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

And  in  order  to  expedite  the  raising  of  the  said  men 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  person  adminis- 
tring the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  do  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  council  of  appointment  appoint  the  officers  of 
and  arrange  the  said  body  of  troops  into  two  distinct  corps  of  five  hun- 
dred men  each,  officers  included,  each  of  them  to  have  and  be  com- 
manded by  one  lieutenanant  colonel,  one  major,  five  captains,  five  first 
lieutenants  and  five  second  lieutenants,  and  to  have  one  surgeon  one 
adjutant  and  one  quarter  master.  That,  the  captains  and  lieutenants 
shall  immediately  on  receipt  of  their  commissions  do  their  utmost  en- 
deavors to  raise  the  said  men. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  levies  to  be  so 
raised  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  raised  by  drafts  from  the  militia  of  , 
this  State;  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  the  passing  of  this  act 
That  drafts  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  shall  be  made  from  the  militia 
aforesaid  of  such  of  the  counties  or  parts  thereof,  as  the  person  ad- 
ministring the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  shall  direct 
and  in  such  proportions  and  in  such  manner  as  by  orders  from  him  to 
the  several  and  respective  commanding  officers  of  the  several  regiments 
or  companies  shall  be  directed;  and  the  several  commanding  officers 
and  all'  and  every  other  officer  or  officers  belonging  to  the  several  regi- 
ments and  companies  in  any  of  the  counties  aforesaid  who  shall  neglect 
or  refuse  to  execute  or  obey  the  orders  to  be  issued  bjr  the  person  ad- 
ministring the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  bemg  in  this  behalf 
shall  suffer  and  incur  such  penalties  pains  and  punishments  as  shall  be 
adjudged  by  a  court  martial  for  that  purpose  to  be  instituted  and  ap- 
pointed by  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the 
time  being,  to  be  composed  of  such  officers  belonging  to  the  militia  of 
this  State  as  shall  by  him  be  nominated  and  appointed  for  that  purpose. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  such  Persons 
persons  as  were  by  the  act  for  compleating  the-five  Continental  battalions  Stfm**^ 
raised  under  the  direction  of  this  State,  exempted  from  being  drafted,  ^^^%  ©to- 
shall  also  be  exempted  from  being  drafted  into  the  levies  to  be  raised 
by  virtue  of  this  act;  and  that  all  persons  so  exempted  (ministers  of  the 
gospel,  and  persons  who  have  procured  others  to  enlist  in  either  of  the 
said  five  battalions  according  to  law  excepted)   and  that;,  all  other  male 
persons  who  though  incapable  from  bodily  infirmity  to  bear  arms,  may 
in  the  judgment  of  the  assessors  be  able  to  contribute  towards  a  bounty 
for  the  said  levies  shall  be  assessed,  and  the  sums  to  be  assessed  upon 
such  persons  respectively  shall  be  collected  in  like  manner  as  is  directed 
by  the  said  act  and  when  collected  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  colonel 
or  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  to  be  by  him  distributed  and 
divided  to  and  among  the  drafts  to  be  furnished  by  the  said  regiment 
for  the  levies  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act;  and  that  every  such  ex- 
empt shall  be  subject  to  be  assessed  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  dol- 
lars.     Provided  that  if   any    person  so    exempted    being  capable   of  Bxempt 
bearing  arms,  and  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  sixty  years  who  pre-  SSSeS' 
vious  to  his  being  assessed  shall  prefer  standing  his  draft  shall  be  at  ™*y  o*®?* 
his  option  so  to  do  and  such  person  shall  with  respect  to  the  draft  to  draft, 
be  made  in  pursuance  of  this  act  be  deemed  as  belonging  to  the  militia 
company,  in  the  beat  whereof  such  person  shall  reside. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  person  ad-  Forts  to  be 
ministring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  shall  be  and  *'®*'*®^- 
he  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  order  and  direct  the  erecting 
of  small  forts  or  posts  of  security  at  such  places  on  the  said  frontiers  as 
he  shall  think  proper. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That   if    any  Persous 
soldier  or  non  commissioned  officer  shall  refuse  to  march  after  being  aJS^fus- 
drafted  and  notified  of  the  same  by  writing  subscribed  by  his  command-  ingto 
ing  officer  and  left  at  his  usual  place  of  abode  he  shall  be  deemed  and  Seemed 
considered  as  a  deserter  and  treated  in  the  same  manner  as  if  belonging  deserters. 
to  any  regiment  or  company  of  either  of  the  five  Continental  regiments 
raised  under  the  direction  of  this  State ;    and  that  the  levies  to  be 
raised  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  from  the  time  they  shall  be  enlisted  or 
drafted  be. subject  in  all  respects   to  the  rules  and  regulations  con- 
tained in  the  articles  of  war  made  by  the  congress  of  the  United  States 
of  America  for  regulating  the  army  of  the  said  States. 

^  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  every  man  aooou- 
to  be  voluntarily  inlisted  or  drafted  into  either  of  the  said  corps  shall  trements. 
be  provided  with  a  good  musket  or  firelock,  cartouch  box  or  pouch 
capable  of  containing  not  less  than  seventeen  charges  of  ammunition  a 
napsack  or  haversack  and  a  good  blanket  on  pain  of  being  dealt  with 
by  a  court  martial  in  such  way  as  he  ought  to  be  dealt  with  by  a  court 
martial  in  case  the  said  articles  had  been  provided  for  him  at  the  pub- 
lic expence  and  he  had  divested  himself  of  them  severally  and  respect- 
ively by  his  own  will  or  neglect. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by   the  authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall  Governor 
be  lawful  for  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  to  make* 
the  time  being,  in  case  of  a  requisition  to  this  State,  before  the  tenth  draft, 
day  of  April  next  to  compleat  the  five  Continental  battalions  raised 
under  the  direction  thereof  to  draft  all  or  any  number  of  the  privates 
in  the  levies  to  be  raised  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  into  the  said  five 
battalions,  and  such  number  to  each  battalion  as  he  shall  think  proper 
to  serve  until  the  first  day  of  January  next;  and  in  such  case  to  reduce 
and  dismiss  a  proportional  number  of  the  officers  in  the  said  levies. 
18 
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CHAP.  34. 

AN  ACT  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  several  officers  of 
government,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  13th  of  March,  1779. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorky  represented  in 
the  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  That  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  several  officers  and 
persons  herein  after  named  the  several  salaries  and  sums  of  money 
herein  after  specified,  and  the  treasurer  of  this  State,  is  hereby  author- 
ized and  required,  out  of  the  monies  which  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be, 
in  the  treasury,  to  pay  the  said  salaries  and  sums,  to  the  said  several 
officers  and  persons  accordingly.  That  is  to  say. 

To  his  excellency  the  governor  or  the  person  administring  the  gov- 
ernment of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  for  administring  the  govern- 
ment from  the  fifth  day  of  July  last,  to  the  first  Monday  in  July  next,  at 
and  after  the  rate  of  two  thousand  pounds  per  annum. 

To  his  said  excellency  the  governor,  or  person  administring  the  gov* 
ernment  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  in  consideration  of  the  present 
advanced  price  of  provisions,  and  the  other  necessaries  of  life,  at  and 
after  the  rate  of  the  further  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds,  per  annum, 
from  and  to  the  time  aforesaid. 

To  his  said  excellency  the  governor  the  further  sum  of  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  four  pounds,  ten  shillings  and  six  pence,  (including 
sixteen  pounds  advanced  by  him  in  specie  for  the  purpose  of  making 
the  great  and  privy  seals  of  this  State)  in  discharge  of  the  balance  due 
on  his  account  against  this  State  for  contingencies,  from  the  first  day  of 
August  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  seven,  to  the  first  day 
of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine  both  days  in- 
cluded. 

To  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time 
being,  such  sum  or  sums  as  he  may  from  time  to  time  think  necessary, 
(in  the  whole,  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  pounds)  for 
paying,  subsisting  and  defraying,  the  contingent  expences  of  such  of  the 
militia,  or  other  troops  as  he  hath,  or  may  call  into  service,  for  the  de- 
fence of  this  State. 

To  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time 
being,  for  the  expence  of  expresses  and  messengers,  and  other  incidental 
charges,  which  may  arise  in  or  about  the  administring  the  government, 
such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  he  shall  from  time  to  time  require,  in  the 
whole  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds. 

To  this  excellency  the  governor  the  sum  of  three  thousand  pounds 
to  be  applied  as  he  shall  direct,  in  supplying  with  provisions  such  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  western  frontiers  of  this  State,  whose  possessions 
have  been  laid  waste,  and  desolated  by  the  enemy,  and  who  by  reason 
thereof  may  be  unable  to  support  themselves. 

To  the  honorable  the  delegates  from  this  State  in  the  congress  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  each  the  sum  of  twelve  dollars  per  day,  for 
each  and  every  day  they  shall  respectively  attend,  from  the  third  day  of 
October  last,  to  the  first  Monday  in  July  next,  in  congress,  or  in  a  com- 
mittee of  congress,  and  including 'a  reasonable  number  of  days  for  trav- 
elling from  their  respective  places  of  abode  to  congress,  and  for  returning, 
agreeable  to  such  accounts  thereof,  as  they  shall  respectively  produce, 
audited  by  the  audit  jr  general  of  this  State. 
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To  the  Honorable  Robert  R.  Livingston  Esquire  chancellor  of  this  Chancei- 
State,  for  his  services  in  that  station,  from  the  fifth  day  of  July  last,  to  ^^^' 
the  first  Monday  in  July  next,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  four  hundred 
pounds  per  annum. 

To  the  Honorable  John  Jay  Esquire  chief  justice  of  this  State  for  chief 
his  services  in  that  station,  from  and  to  the  time  last  aforesaid,  at  and  J"*^*<^®- 
after  the  rate  of  four  hundred  pounds  per  annum. 

To  the  Honorable  Robert  Yates  Esquire,'  one  of  the  puisne  justices  of  Puisn© 
the  supreme  court  of  this  State,  for  his  services  in  that  station,  from  and  J"»^*®*'»- 
to  the  time  last  aforesaid,  at  and  and  after  the  rate  of  three  hundred 
pounds  per  annum 

To  the  Honorable  John  Sloss  Hobart  Esquire,  one  other  of  the  puisne 
justices  of  the  supreme  court  of  this  State,  for  his  services  in  that  sta- 
tion, from  and  to  the  time  last  aforesaid,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  three 
hundred  pounds  per  annum. 

To  the  said  John  Jay,  Robert  Yates  and  John  Sloss  Hobart  Esquires, 
exclusive  of  the  above  salaries,  for  each  and  every  day  they  shall  attend 
respectively  from  and  to  the  time  last  aforesaid,  on  the  execution  of 
commissions  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  gaol  delivery  in  the  sev- 
eral counties,  and  be  travelling  for  that  purpose,  each  the  sum  of  ten 
dollars,  agreeable  to  such  accounts  thereof,  as  they  shall  produce,  audited 
by  the  auditor  general  of  this  State. 

To  the  several  members  of  the  senate  and  assembly,  for  each  and  Senators 
every  day  they  shall  severally  from  and  to  the  time  last  aforesaid,  attend  Sere  of™' 
in   senate  or  assembly,  each   the  sum  of  thirty  two  shillings,  and  for  assembly, 
each  and  every  day  they  shall  be  severally  travelling  from  their  respec- 
tive places  of  abode,  to  the  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  legislature,  and 
returning  each  the  sum  of  forty  shillings,  agreeable  to  such  accounts 
thereof,  as  they  shall  severally  produce,  certified  by  the  president  of  the 
senate,  or  speaker  of  the  assembly,  as  the  case  may  be,  the  account  of 
the  president  of  the  senate,  to  be  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the  senate,  and 
the  account  of  the  speaker  of  the  assembly,  to  be  certified  by  the  clerk 
of  the  assembly. 

To  John  Morin  Scott  Esquire,  secretary  of  this  State,  for  attending  Secretary 
the  sessions  of  the  legislature,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  laws,  and  for  o^8**to. 
recording  the  same,  and  for  his  services  as  clerk  to  the  council  of  ap- 
pointment, from  and  to  the  time  last  aforesaid,  at  and  after  the  rate  of 
sixty  pounds  per  annum. 

To  the  said  John  Morin  Scott  in  consideration  of  the  present  extra- 
ordinary expence  in  attending  upon  the  legislature  and  council  of  ap- 
pointment, and  for  his  extraordinary  services  in,  copying  the  laws  for 
the  press,  superintending  the  printing  of  the  laws,  making  out  such 
civil  commissions  for  which  no  fees  are  allowed,  and  recording  such 
commissions,  and  for  other  extraordinary  services  and  expences  in  the 
execution  of  his  office,  from  and  to  the  time  last  aforesaid,  at  and  after 
the  rate  of  the  further  sum  of  two  hundred  and  forty  pounds  per  annum. 

To  Comfort  Sands  Esquire,  auditor  general  of  this  State,  for  his  ser-  Auditor 
vices  in  that  station,  to  and  from  the  time  last  aforesaid,  at  and  after  the  *®°®^  * 
rate  of  three  hundred  pounds  per  annum. 

To  the  said  Comfort  Sands  for  his  extraordinary  services  during  the  Aids-de- 
time  aforesaid  at  and  after  the  rate  of  two  hundred  pounds  per  annum.  ®*™p- 

To  Stephen  Lush  Esquire,  one  of  the  aids  de  camp  to  his  excellency 
the  governor,  the  amount  of  Continental  pay  a^jci  rations  as  a  Heutenant 
colonel,  from  the  time  of  his  appointment,  until  the  first  Monday  in 
July  next,  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce,  audited 
by  the  auditor  general  of  this  State. 
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To  the  said  Stephen  Lush  for  public  services  prior  to  the  sixth  day 
of  October  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  seven,  the  farther 
sum  of  sixty  seven  pounds  nine  shillings  and  four  pence. 

To  Robert  Benson  Esquire,  the  other  aid  de  camp  to  his  excellency 
the  governor,  the  amount  of  Continental  pay  and  rations  as  a  lieutenant 
colonel,  from  the  time  of  his  appointment  until  the  first  Monday  in  July 
next,  (and  exclusive  of  the  time  he  shall  be  employed  as  clerk  to  the 
senate)  agreable  to  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce,  audited 
by  the  auditor  general  of  this  State. 
JJork  of  To  Robert  Benson  Esquire,  clei^k  of  the  senate,  for  his  services  in 
that  station  from  and  to  the  time  aforesaid,  two  pounds  eight  shillings 
per  day,  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce,  certified 
by  the  president  of  the  senate. 

To  the  said  Robert  Benson,  for  sundry  sums  advanced  by  him  for  the 
use  of  the  senate,  the  amount  of  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce, 
certified  by  the  president  of  the  senate. 
Clerk  of  To  John  McKesson  Esquire,  clerk  of  the  assembly,  for  his  services  in 

*®*®'°  ^*  that  station  from  and  to  the  time  aforesaid,  two  pounds  eight  shillings 
per  day,  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce,  certified 
by  the  speaker  of  the  assembly. 

To  the  said  John  McKesson,  for  sundry  sums  by  him  advanced  for 

the  use  of  the  assembly,  the  amount  of  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall 

produce,  certified  by  the  speaker  of  the  assembly. 

Boop-  To  Victor  Bicker,  doorkeeper  to  the  senate,  for  his  services  in  that 

aenSvd.  ^'   Station,  during  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  forty  shillings  per 

day,  agreeable  to  such  account  as  he  shall  produce  thereof,  certified  by 

the  president  of  the  senate. 

Ibid,  of  as-      To  Daniel  Lawrence  doorkeeper  to  the  assembly  for  his  services  in 

sembly.      ^j^^^  station,  forty  shillings  per  day,  agreeable  to  such  account  as  he 

shall  produce  thereof,  certified  by  the  speaker  of  the  assembly. 
Printing         To  Zephaniah  Piatt  and  Robert  Harpur  Esquires,  respectively  ap- 
and  asMm-  pointed  by  the  senate  and  assembly,  to  superintend  the  printing  of  the 
'^'y-  laws,  and  the  journals  of  both  houses  of  the  legislature,  the  sum  of  six 

hundred  and  eighty  three  pounds  four  shillings  and  four  pence,  for  the 
like  sum  by  them  advanced  and  paid  for  paper  for  printing  the  said 
laws  and  journals,  and  other  uses  of  the  legislature. 
Military  To  each  of  the  colonels,  lieutenant  colonels,  majors,  captains,  lieuten- 

ants, ensigns,  surgeons  and  surgeons  mates,  serving  in  the  five  Continen- 
tal battalions  raised  under  the  direction  of  this  State,  according  to  the 
late  arrangement  and  establishment  of  the  army,    And  to  the  Reverend 
John  Gano,    serving  as   chaplain  to  the  said   battalions,  each  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  as  a  gratuity  to  provide  themselves 
with  clothing;     And  the  further  gratuity  of  thirty  pounds  each  in  lieu 
of  the  necessaries  heretofore  provided  for  them  by  this  State.     Provided 
nevertheless,  that  in  as  much  as  the  legislature  is  not  sufficiently  informed 
of  the  condition  of  the  officers  in  captivity,  with  respect  to  clothing  and 
subsistance,  that  the  above  gratuities  shall  not  be  extended  to  any  officer 
now  a  prisoner  with  the  enemy. 
Non-com-       To  each  of  the  non  commissioned  officers  and  privates  serving  in  the 
Sfloereiuttd  said  battalions,  the  sum  of  five  pounds,  as  a  gratuity  in  lieu  of  such 
privates,     necessaries  as  aforesaid. 

For  pur;-         To  Peter  T.  Curtenius  Esquire,  commissary  to  purchase  clothing  for 
oio^ng;     this  State,  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  pounds,  to  be  expended  in  pur- 
chasing clothing  for  the  said  battalions. 

To  John  Henry  director  of  the  clothing  store  of  this  State,  beyond  the 
sum  of  ten  shillings  per  day  heretofore  allowed  to  him,  the  further  sum  of 
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two  hundred  pounds,  as  a  gratuity  for  his  services,  and  also  the  further  sum 
of  fourteen  pounds  nineteen  shilling  and  five  pence,  incidental  charges, 
which  have  accrued  in  removing  the  said  store.  And  in  as  much  as  it 
appears  to  the  legislature,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  employ  a  person  to 
have  the  direction  of  the  clothing  of  this  State,  besides  the  commissary 
to  purchase  clothing,  the  said  John  Henry  is  hereby  discharged  from 
his  said  office,  and  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  deliver  over 
such  clothing  belonging  to  this  State  as  he  may  have  in  his  possession, 
to  the  said  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  who  is  hereby  authorized  and  required 
to  receive  and  issue  the  same,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  person 
administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being. 

To  Jesse  Brush  for  the  expenses  of  guards  and  horses  in  conveying  Expenses 
the  late  Claudius  Smith  from  Norwalk  in  the  State  of  Connecticut  to  2jf  Morels 
Poughkeepsie  the  sum  of  eighty  pounds. 

To  Sir  James  Jay  for  sundry  expenses  in  the  prosecution  of   the  Bxpenses 
business  of  a  committee  appointed  by  the  senate  for  enquiring  into  the  jJ^mK? 
infractions  of  the  law  for  preventing  the  exportation  of  flour  meal  and  tee. 
grain  out  of  this  State  the  sum  of  foi:ty  pounds. 

To  Zephaniah  Piatt  Esquire  the  sum  of  twelve  pounds  for  the  like  Foryin- 
sum  by  him  advanced  for  gun-powder  for  the  use  of  this  State.  powder. 

To  Andrew  Billings,  in  discharge  of  the  ballance  of  his  account  for  Puwic 
making  public  seals,  and  other  matters  for  the  use  of  this  State,  the  sum  *®^- 
of  eighty  two  pounds  two  shillings  and  ten  pence. 

To  Philip  Jacobs,  for  his  moiety  of  the  hire  of  the  sloop  Cambden,  Hire  of 
while  in  the  service  of  this  State,  the  sum  of  seventy  pounds.  sloop. 

To  John  Rowan  Esquire,  the    sum  of  two  hundred  and  forty  six  Expenses 
pounds  sixteen  shillings  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  several  persons  Sesaesi 
who  attended  as  witnesses  before  the  honorable  the  senate,  against  John 
Williams. 

To  Samuel  Dodge  Esquire,  hereby  appointed  commissioner  to  have  Oommis- 
the  care  and  superintendence  of  such  poor  as  were  removed  from  the  pooi^"to. 
city  of  New  York  to  the  county  of  Dutchess,  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
pounds,  for  the  support  of  the  said  poor;  And  the  said  Samuel  Dodge 
is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  to  receive  from  •  Dirck  Brinckerhofif 
Junior,  who  hath  declined  to  have  the  farther  care  and  superintendance 
of  the  said  poor,  such  provisions  as  he  may  have  on  hand,  purchased 
for  the  use  of  the  said  poor.  And  the  auditor  general  of  this  State  is 
hereby  authorized  and  required  to  audit  and  allow  the  account  of  the 
said  Dirck  Brinckerhoff,  for  such  sum  as  he  may  by  proper  vouchers 
appear  to  have  expended,  (including  the  monies  advanced  by  him  for 
such  provisions  as  last  aforesaid)  for  the  use  of  the  said  poor,  notwith- 
standing such  sum  may  exceed  the  amount  of  the  sums  heretofore 
granted  by  the  legislature  for  the  purpose. 

To  Zebediah  Mills  Esquire,  commissioner  appointed  to  have  the  care 
and  superintendence  of  such  poor  as  were  removed  from  the  city  of  New 
York  to  the  county  of  Westchester,  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  pounds, 
for  the  support  of  the  said  poor. 

To  Abraham  Bevier,  commissioner  appointed  to  have  the  care  and 
superintendance  of  such  poor  as  were  removed  from  the  city  of  New 
York  to  the  county  of  Ulster,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds,  for  the 
support  of  the  said  poor. 

To  Nathaniel  Hammill  one  of  the  suffering  inhabitants  of  Cherry  Inhabi- 
Valley  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  as  a  gratuity.  ^oSerry 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That   Gerard  Valley. 
Bancker  Esquire,  treasurer  of  this  State,  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  author-  iSJtetreL- 
ized,  out  of  such  monies  as  now  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be  in  the  treasury  urer. 
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of  this  State,  to  retain  in  his  hands  as  a  salary  for  his  services  in  that 
station,  from  the  fifth  day  of  July  last,  until  the  first  Monday  in  July 
next,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  three  hundred  pounds  per  annum.  And 
also  for  his  extraordinary  services,  during  the  time  aforesaid  at  and 
after  the  rate  of  three  hundred  pounds  per  annum. 
Parts  of  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  such  parts 

repeafS?    oi  the   act   for   procuring  a   further  supply   pf  clothing  for  the  said 
five   battalions  raised   under   the   direction   of   this  State,  passed  the 
thirtieth  day  of  October  last,  as  direct  the  said  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  to 
procure  clothing  for  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  said  battalions, 
shall  be,  and  hereby  are  repealed. 
Returns  of      And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  colo- 
be^made.    nels  or  commanding  officers  of  the  said  five  battalions,  shall  as  soon 
as  conveniently  may  be,  make  returns  to  the  person  administring  the 
government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  of  the  commissioned  officers, 
surgeons  and  surgeoi)s  mates,  in  their  respective   battalions,  actually 
serving  agreeable  to  the  late  arrangement  and  establishment  of  the  army, 
and  not  prisoners  with  the  enemy,  ^nd  of  the  non  commissioned  officers 
and   privates   in   their  respective   battalions,  which  returns  being  ex- 
amined and  approved  by  the  said  person  administring  the  government, 
shall  be  by  him  certified  and  transmitted  to  the  treasurer  of  this  State, 
toS™^^  who  shall  thereupon  pay  to  the  several  commissioned  officers,  surgeons 
to  same,     and  surgeons  mates  named  in  such  returns,  or  their  respective  orders, 
the  several  gratuities  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  and  thirty  pounds, 
herein  before  mentioned;  And  to  the  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of 
each  battalion,  or  his  order,  the  amount  of  the  gratuity  of  five  pounds, 
herein  before  mentioned  for  each  non  commissioned  officer  and  private, 
named  in  such  return  to  be  by  such  colonel,   or  commanding  officer, 
paid  to  the  several  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  in  the  bat- 
talion under  his  command.     And  if  any  non-commissioned  officer  or 
private  shall  die,  desert  or  be  dismissed  from  the  service,  before  he 
shall  have  received  his  gratuity,  the  gratuity  intended  for  such  person 
so  dying,  deserting  or  dismissed,  shall  be  by  the  said  colonel  or  com- 
manding officer,  repaid  into  the  treasury  of  this  State. 
Amount  of      And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  justices 
be^fP^f  **  of  the  peace  in  the  several  cities,  boroughs,  towns,  manors,   districts 
nished  by   or  precincts,  shall  not  supply  the  families  of  any  person   serving  in  the 
limited*,      said  battalions  with  necessaries,  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  and  until 
the  legislature  shall  make  further  provision,  beyond  the  amount  of  thirty- 
pounds,  (exclusive  of  the  prices  such  families  may  pay  for  the  necessaries 
with  which  they  shall  be  respectively  supplied)  to  each  family. 

And  whereas  in  certain  instances,  the  justices  of  the  peace,  conceiving 

the  families  of  the  commissioned  officers,  surgeons  and  surgeons  mates, 

to  have  been  by  law  entitled  to  the  same,  have  supplied  such  families 

with  necessaries. 

Accrued         Be  it  therefore,  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the 

to  be"au?    auditor  general  of  this  State,  shall  audit  and  allow  the  accounts  which 

dtted  and    have  accrued  or  shall  accrue  for  necessaries  furnished  to  the  families 

*  "^    '     of  commissioned  officers,  surgeons  and  surgeons  mates,  in  like  manner 

as  if  such  families  had  been  expressly  included  with  the  families  of  the 

non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  in  the  "Act  for  supplying  the 

"  families  of  the  persons  belonging  to  the  five  battalions  of  Continental 

**  troops  raised  under  the  direction  of  this  State,  and  who  have  engaged 

"  in  the  same  for  three  years  or  during  the  war  with  the  necessaries  of 

"  life  at  moderate  prices,"  passed  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  last. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  Compensa^ 
Samuel   Dodge,   Abraham  Bevier  and  Zebediah  Mills  Esquires,  shall  peHnSndi 
be  severally  allowed  for  their  respective  services  in  having  the  care  ^J®' 
and  superin  ten  dance  of  the  several  poor  herein  before  mentioned,  the 
sum  of  thirty  two  shillings  per  day,  for  each  day  they  shall  respectively 
be  actually  employed  in  the  said  business,  from  and  after  the  passing 
of  this  act 
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STATE    OF    :N"BW   YORK 

PAflBBD  IN  THS 

THIRD   SESSION   OF   THE   SENATE  AND  ASSEMBLY  OF  THE   SAID 
STATE,  BEGINNING  THE  NINTH  DAY  OF  AUGUST,  1779,  AND 
CONTINUED  BY  ADJOURNMENTS. 


CHAP.  1. 

AN  ACT  for  procuring  an  immediate  supply  of  flour  and  peas 
for  the  use  of  the  army. 

Passed  the  4th  of  September,  1779. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New   York  represented  in  Prioe  of 
Senate  and  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  Jg^l^®^' 
That  the  price  of  all  flour  meal  or  wheat  to  be  hereafter  taken  and  iiahed. 
seized  in  pursuance  of  An  act  entitled,  **An  act  more  effectually  to 
provide  supplies  of  flour  meal  and  wheat  for  the  army,"  passed  the 
thirty  first   day  of   October  last,  shall  be  increased  to  sixteen  dollars 
per  bushel  for  wheat,  sixteen  pounds  per  hundred  for  flour,  and  in  a 
like  proportion  for  meal.     And  the  said  act  shall  be  and  is  hereby  ex-  Act  named 
tended  to  peas  and  that  all  peas  which  at  any  time  before  the  first  JJ^^f* 
day  of  October  next  may  have  been  purchased  with  intent  to  be  sold 
again,  bartered   exchanged  or  exported,  shall  accordingly  be  in  like 
manner  subject  to  seizure   as  flour   meal  and  wheat   is  subjected  to 
seizure  by  the  several  sections  of  the  said  act,  except  the  eighth  section  ; 
and  that  all  peas  which  shall  after  the  first  day  of  October  next  be  pur- 
chased with  such  intent  to  be  sold  again,  bartered,  or  exchanged  shall 
be  subject  to  seizure  in  like  manner  as  flour  meal  and  wheat  is  sub- 
jected to  seizure  by  the  said  eighth  section  of  the  said  act ;  and  the 
price  of  peas  to  be  seized  in  pursuance  of  this  act  is  hereby  fixed  at  fif- 
teen dollars  per  bushel. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^    That  the    act  Act  named 
enritled  "  An  act  for  procuring  an  immediate  supply  of  flour  for  the  continued, 
army,"  passed  the  fifth  day  of  March  last,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  con- 
tinued until  fourteen  days  after  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature,  and 
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extended  to  all  the  wheat  of  every  crop  preceeding  the  last ;  ^and  that 
the  several  persons  appointed  or  to  be  appointed  in  pursuance  thereof, 
shall  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  without  any  other  or  farther  authority, 
take  and  seize  all  su^  wheat  for  the  use  of  the  army,  paying  for  the  same 
the  price  above  mentioned  and  allowed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  several 
supervisors,  shall  forthwith  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  convene  the 
assessors  of  the  respective  towns,  manors,  districts  or  precincts ;  that 
the  assessors  being  so  convened  shall  without  delay  assess  and  deter- 
mine the  quantity  of  wheat  and  peas  to  be  furnished  by  the  several 
inhabitants  for  the  present  support  of  the  army,  to  be  computed  as 
near  as  may  be  at  an  eighth  of  the  wheat  or  jJeas  supposed  to  be  in 
their  possession  respectively  beyond  what  may  be  deemed  necessary 
for  the  use  of  their  respective  families  until  the  first  day  of  September 
next : —  That  the  assessors  shall  as  soon  as  they  shall  have  made  such 
assessment  deliver  a  copy  thereof  to  the  commissary  general  of  pur- 
chases, or  to  one  of  his  deputies,  assistants  or  agents: — That  the  said 
commissary  general,  or  one  of  his  deputies,  assistants  or  agents,  shall 
thereupon  notify  the  several  inhabitants  of  the  quantity  of  wheat  or 
peas  they  shall  be  so  respectively  assessed  to  furnish,  and  of  the  place, 
not  exceeding  twelve  miles  from  their  respective  habitations,  where  the 
same  is  to  be  delivered.  That  the  said  inhabitants  shall  respectively 
deliver  one  moiety  of  such  quantity  within  eight  days,  and  the  other 
moiety  thereof  within  twenty  days  after  such  notification,  and  shall 
upon  the  delivery  be  paid  and  allowed  for  the  same,  by  the  commissary 
general,  his  deputies,  assistants  or  agents,  the  price  herein  before  men- 
tioned, and  the  current  price  for  transportation. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  person 
being  so  assessed  and  notified  as  aforesaid,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
deliver  the  quantity  of  wheat  or  peas  which  he  or  she  shall  be  assessed 
to  furnish,  in  the  manner  and  within  the  time  above  limited,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  and  he  is 
hereby  required  upon  the  application  of  the  said  commissary  general, 
or  one  of  his  deputies,  assistants  or  agents,  to  enquire  in  a  summary 
way,  into  such  neglect  or  refusal,  and  if  upon  such  enquiry  it  shall 
appear  to  him  that  such  neglect  or  refusal  was  wilful,  he  shall  in  such 
case,  issue  his  warrant,  to  any  person  or  persons,  who  will  voluntarily 
execute  the  same,  and  to  be  approved  of  by  the  said  justice,  authorizing 
the  said  person  or  persons  to  take  and  seize  of  and  from  the  person  so 
neglecting  or  refusing,  the  whole  quantity  of  wheat  or  peas,  which  he 
or  she  shall  have  been  assessed  to  furnish;  and  the  said  person  or  per- 
sons shall,  by  virtue  of  such  warrant,  be  authorized  to  make  such 
seizure,  and  to  break  and  enter  into  the  bam  or  other  place  where  such 
wheat  or  peas  may  be  deposited,  and  to  use  such  barn  or  other  place, 
together  with  the  flails  or  other  implements  therein,  for  threshing  and 
cleaning  the  wheat  or  peas  so  to  be  seized,  and  shall  transport  the  said 
wheat  or  peas  to  the  place  where  the  same  shall  have  been  notified  to 
be  delivered  —  That  the  said  person  or  persons  shall  retain  out  of  the 
monies  which  he  or  they  shall  receive  for  the  said  wheat  or  peas,  the 
expence  of  threshing,  cleaning  and  transporting  the  same  —  And  also 
such  further  sum,  as  shall  by  the  justice  granting  the  warrant,  be  deemed 
an  adequate  compensation  for  the  service  and  execution  of  the  said 
warrant,  not  exceeding  the  rate  of  four  shillings  for  each  bushel  of 
wheat  or  peas,  seized  by  virtue  of  such  warrant,  and  delivered  at  the 
place  of  delivery;  and  the  residue  of  the  said  monies  shall  be  paid  into 
the  hands  of  the  said  justice,  and  by  him  paid  over  to  the  overseer  of 
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the  poor,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct 
where  the  offence  shall  arise. 

Provided  nevertheless  that  such  enquiry  shall  not  be  had,  unless  the  Proviso  as 
person  charged  with  such  neglect  or  refusal,  shall  be  previously  sum-  JSi^'^S- 
moned  to  answer  to  such  charge,  and  due  proof  made  of  the  service  of  viou«iy 
*..«u  ««^^^««  sum- 

such  summons.  m  Qed. 

And  provided  further  that  such  summons  shall  not  be  granted,  un- 
less due  proof  shall  be  previously  made,  that  the  person  against  whom 
such  summons  is  required,  was  duly  notified  of  the  assessment. 


CHAP.  2. 

AN  ACT  for  the  appointment  of  a  State  clothier  for  this  State. 

Passed  the  23d  of  September,  1779. 

In  complyance  with  a  recommendation  contained  in  an  ordinance  of 
congress  for  regulating  the  clothing  department  for  the  armies  of  the 
United  States,  passed  the  twenty  third  day  of  March,  last. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in  State 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same;  u>be  ap- 
That  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  Mn^^ 
being  shall  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council  of  ap- 
pointment, appoint  and  commission  under  the  seal  for  military  com- 
missions, a  State  clothier  for  this  State — That  the  said  State  clothier  DuUeaof. 
shall   in  the  execution  of  his  office,  be  subject  and  demean  himself 
agreeable  to  the  said  ordinance,  and  such  other  ordinances,  rules  and 
regulations,  as  shall  hereafter  be  made  and  passed  by  congress,  respecting 
the  said  office. 

And  also  in  complyance  with  a  recommendation  contained  in  a  reso- 
lution of  congress,  passed  the  fifth  day  of  April  last,  respecting  the  pay 
and  allowance  to  the  said  State  clothier. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That    there  shall  Compen- 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  such  State  clothier,  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  **'**^°- 
State,  as  and  for  a  salary,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  sixty  five  pounds  per 
month,  agreeable  to  such  account  of  the  time  he  shall  serve  in  the  said 
office,  as  he  shall  from  time  to  time  produce  audited  by  the  auditor 
general  of  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,    That  the  per-  Official 
son  who  shall  from  time  to  time  be  appointed  to  the  said  office,  shall  *^'^* 
before  he  enter  upon  the  execution  thereof  appear  before  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  supreme  court,  or  one  of  the  judges  of  either  of  the 
counties  of  this  State,  and  take  the  following  oath  of  office,  which  oath 
any  such  judge,  is  hereby  authorized  to  administer,  to  wit, 

I,  appointed  State  clothier  for  the  State  of  New  York,  do  Form  of. 

solemnly  swear  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  that  I  will  in  all  things, 
well,  truly  and  honestly,  execute  the  said  office  of  State  clothier  of  the 
said  State,  according  to  the  best  of  my  abilities  and  understanding,  so 
help  me  God. 
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CHAP.  3. 

AN   ACT  to  suspend  the  execution   of  Jonah  Wood,  for  the 
felony  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  23d  September,  1779. 

Preamble.  WHEREAS  Jonah  Wood  late  of  Mamacotting  precinct  in  the  county 
of  Ulster  farmer,  at  a  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  gaol 
delivery  lately  held  at  Kingston  in  the  county  aforesaid  was  indicted 
tried  and  convicted  of  the  murder  of  Philip  Swartwout  Junior  at  the 
precinct  of  Mamacotting  in  the  county  aforesaid  and  sentenced  to  be 
executed  accordingly 

And  whereas  the  legislature  from  certain  special  circumstances  think 
it  proper  that  the  execution  of  the  said  Jonah  Wood  should  be  sus- 
pended. 
Execution  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre- 
suspended.  ^^^^^  ^^  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same  That  the  execution  of  the  said  Jonah  Wood  be  suspended, 
until  twenty  days  after  the  "  next  meeting  of  the  legislature  and  a 
quorum  of  both  houses  shall  be  convened." 


CHAP.  4. 

AN  ACT  to  revive  and  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend 
an  act  for  regulating  impresses  of  forage  and  carriages  and 
billeting  troops  within  this  State  '*  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned. 

Passed  the  ist  of  October,  1779. 

Act  named      Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 
revived.      Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  samCy 
That  the  first  abovementioned  act  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  revived 
and  it  shall  continue  in  full  force  until  the  thirty  days  after  the  first  day 
of  the  next  meeting  of  a  quorum  of  the  legislature,  any  thing  in  the 
said  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Fine  In-         And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  fine 
tw^S^flve  of  five  pounds,  mentioned  in  the  fifth  section  of  the  second  abovemen- 
pounA.      tioned  act  shall  be  and  is  hereby  encreased  to  twenty  five  pounds  ;  and 
also  that  the  several  and  respective  fines  of  five  pounds  mentioned  in 
the  fourteenth  section  of  the  same  act  shall  each  of  them  be  and  each 
of  them  is  hereby  encreased  to  twenty  pounds,  except  the  penalty  thereby 
imposed  on  the  constable,  which  shall  be  ten  pounds. 
Reward  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  sum 

Increased.  ^^  ^^^  shillings  allowed  as  a  reward  to  the  constable  for  each  teana 
he  shall  procure  as  mentioned  in  the  twelfth  section  of  the  same  act 
shall  be  and  is  hereby  encreased  to  sixteen  shillings.  And  that  the  con- 
stable shall  be  entitled  to  the  said  sum  of  sixteen  shillings  for  each 
team  he  shall  impress  notwithstanding  every  such  team  when  so  im- 
pressed may  not  in  consequence  thereof  be  at  the  time  and  place  of 
rendesvouz,  and  actually  serve. 

And  whereas  by  the  first  abovementioned  act  the  first  judges  of  the 
counties  of  Albany   Ulster  Dutchess  Orange  and  Westchester  or  any 


Chap.  4.J  THIRD  SESSION-  149 

three  of  them  are  authorized  to  ascertain  and  assize  the  prices  of  team- 
age  in  the  public  service  within  this  State,  and  failure  has  been  made 
in  the  attendance  of  a  sufficient  quorum  for  that  purpose. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  in  addition  Judge  to 
to  the  first  judge  of  each  of  the  said  counties,  one  other  judge  in  each  *^'*^^**®<^ 
oi  the  said  counties  to  be  duly  notified  in  writing  by  the  quarter  master 
general  or  his  deputy  shall  be  added  to  the  said  first  judge,  and  all  the 
said-  judges  or  any  three  of  them  shall  enjoy  the  same  powers  and  Powers, 
authorities  and  be  entitled  to  the  same  reward  for  their  attendance  and  fSdge^' 
service  as  the  said  first  judges  are  by  the  said  act  vested  with  and  entitled 
to  any  thing  in  the  said  act  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  not- 
withstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  said  To  deter- 
judges  or  any  three  of  them  when  they  shall  meet,  to  ascertain  and  de-  S'forSge!^ 
termine  the  pay  and  wages  to  be  allowed  and  paid  for  teams,  carrages, 
horses  and  drivers,  impressed  within  this  State,  shall  at  the  same  time 
ascertain  and  determine  the  price  that  shall  be  given  for  forage. 

And  whereas  there  is  the  most  pressing  necessity  for  an  immediate 
supply  of  forage  for  the  army. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall  and  Amount  of 
may  be  lawful  from  and  after  the  tenth  day  of  October  next  for  all  ^^\^.  ^ 
those  persons  to  whom  warrants  shall  be  directed  by  virtue  of  the  pressed.  ' 
aforesaid  acts  to  impress  forage,  to  impress  the  eighth  part  of  all  such  rye 
and  the  eighth  part  of  all  such  oats  as  shall  be  in  the  straw  in  the  pos- 
session of  any  person  or  persons  within  this  State,  over  and  above  what 
shall  be  necessary  for  the  use  of  his  her  or  their  families  and  stocks, 
and  the  owner  or  owners  thereof  shall  within  fifteen  days  after  such  im- 
press, thresh  out  and  deliver  the  same  at  such  place  as  the  commissary 
general  of  forage  his  deputy  or  assistant  shall  appoint  not  exceeding 
ten  miles,  the  said  commissary  general  of  forage  his  deputy  or  assist- 
ant paying  for  the  same  and  the  transportation  thereof,  the  prices  to  be 
ascertained  and  determined  by  the  said  three  judges  as  abovementioned 
or  in  case  any  prices  shall  not  be  so  ascertained  and  determined  then  the 
public  current  price ;  and  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  without  suffi- 
cient cause  given  in  evidence  on  the  trial  neglect  or  refuse  to  thresh  out 
and  deliver  the  forage  as  above  directed,  he  she  or  they  so  offending 
shall  forfeit  the  value  thereof,  to  be  recovered  by  the  said  commissary 
his  deputy  or  assistant  in  a  summary  way  with  costs  before  any  justice 
of  the  peace  within  the  county  where  the  same  shall  happen,  one  moiety 
thereof  to  the  prosecutor,  the  other  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  town 
manor  precinct  or  district  where  the  same  shall  happen. 

And  whereas  there  is  great  necessity  that  the  army  should  be  immedi- 
ately supplied  with  boards  plank  timber  and  firewood. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall  and   may  be  Warrant 
lawful  for  any  justice  of  the  peace  within  this  State  upon  application  of  the  ^^^inv^**^ 
quarter  master  general  his  deputy  or  assistant  to  issue  his  warrant  for  the  P'"^*^*^ 
impressing  of  such  boards  and  plank  as  shall  be  found  in  the  possession  pumk?*^^ 
of  any  person  or  persons  and  which  are  not  wanted  for  his  or  their  own  pri- 
vate use  the  said  quarter  master  his  deputy  or  assistant  paying  to  the 
proprietor  the  current  price  for  the  same. 

And  be    it  further   enacted  by   the   authority  aforesaid    That   upon  sundlng 
application   made  to  any  justice  of  the  peace  by  the  quarter  master  Saybeim 
general   his  deputy  or  assistant  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  justice,  pressed, 
taking  to  his  assistance  two  reputable  freeholders  of  the  town  manor 
precinct  or  district,  one  of  the  said  freeholders  to  be  chosen  by  the  said 
quarter  master,  his  deputy  or  assistant,  and  the  other  by  the  said  justice; 
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and  the  said  justice  and  the  said  freeholders  are  by  this  act  impowered 
to  impress  standing  timber  and  firewood  Trom  such  person  or  persons 
as  in  their  judgment  can  conveniently  spare  the  same  ascertaining  at  the 
same  time  the  price  that  shall  be  given  by  the  said  quarter  master  his 
deputy  or  assistant  for  the  same  to  the  proprietors  thereof : 
Proviso  as  Provided  always  that  no  such  timber  or  firewood  shall  be  impressed 
to  ocHtion.  ^jgyQjj^  ji^g  distance  of  half  a  mile  from  the  banks  of  Hudsons  river 
without  the  express  request  of  the  said  quarter  master  his  depufy  or 
assistant  for  that  purpose. 

And  whereas  great  abuses  have  been  committed  by  the  deceitful  mak- 
ing of  flour  casks. 
Flour  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid    That   all    flour 

^"  '  casks  which  shall  be  made  within  this  State  shall  be  made  tight  and  of 
good  timber,  and  well  hooped  with  at  least  ten  good  hoops  three  of 
which  shall  be  at  each  head  and  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  offend 
in  the  premises,  such  person  or  persons  so  offending  shall  forfeit  for  each 
cask  the  sum  of  sixteen  shillings  to  be  recovered  in  a  summary  way 
before  any  justice  of  the  peace  within  the  county  where  the  same  shall 
happen  with  costs  by  any  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  the  one 
moiety  to  his  own  use  and  the  other  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  place  where  the  same  shall  happen  for  the 
use  of  the  poor  thereof. 
g««8oy"»-  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  justices 
peace!  of  the  peace  shall  jespectively  be  allowed  for  each  warrant  they  shall 
respectively  grant  or  issue  for  making  an  impress  in  pursuance  of  this 
act  or  either  of  the  abovementioned  acts,  the  sum  of  sixteen  shillings 
to  be  paid  by  the  quarter  master  general  or  forage  master  general  or 
their  respective  deputies  or  agents  applying  for  such  warrant. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  this  act 
shall  continue  in  force  until  thirty  days  after  the  first  day  of  the  next 
meeting  of  a  quorum  of  the  legislature. 


CHAP«  5. 

AN  ACT  to  enable  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  Rochester 
and  Marble  Town,  to  elect  constables. 

Passed  the  isi  of  October,  1779. 

Preamble.       WHEREAS  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  townships  of  Roches- 
ter and  Marble  Town  in  the  county  of  Ulster  by  their  town  patents  or 
charters  are  not  enjoined  or  required  to  chuse  or  elect  a  constable  or 
constables  :  For  remedy  whereof. 
Eiectlooof     Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 
constables.  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  tlu  same^ 
^  ^*  That  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  townships  of  Rochester 

and  Marble  Town  respectively,  for  the  future,  shall  at  their  annual 
meetings  for  electing  town  officers,  chuse  and  elect  by  plurality  of 
voices  not  more  than  three  nor  less  than  two  constables  for  each  of  the 
said  townships  respectively  and  such  persons  so  elected  as  aforesaid 
shall  serve  as  constables  for  the  ensuing  year  and  until  others  be  chosen 
and  qualified  in  their  room  and  stead  respectively  and  every  such  per- 
son or  persons  so  elected  and  chosen  as  aforesaid  who  shall  refuse  to 
serve  or  neglect  to  qualify  within  six  days  after  being  so  elected  or 
chosen  and  duly  notified  by  the  town  clerk  shall  forfeit  for  every  such 
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offence  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  to  be  recovered  before  any  one  justice 
of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  said  county  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of 
the  townships  where  such  refusal  or  neglect  may  happen ;  to  be  applied 
to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  township  where  such  forfeiture  may  arise ; 
and  in  which  case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  town  clerk  and  he 
is  hereby  required  to  notify  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  to  elect  so 
many  others  in  the  stead  and  place  of  such  and  so  many  as  may  refuse 
or  neglect  as  aforesaid ;  and  every  constable  so  elected  as  aforesaid  shall 
have  the  same  power  and  be  subject  to  the  same  fines  and  forfeitures 
as  the  other  constables  are  invested  with  and  liable  to. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  laws  ^'^b 
heretofore  made  respecting  the  electing  or  appointing  of  constables  in  SSSed."" 
either  of  the  said  townships  shall  be  and  hereby  are  repealed  and  made 
null  and  void  to  all  intents  construction  and  purposes  whatsoever. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  this  act 
and  every  matter  and  thing  therein  contained  shall  be  in  force  until  the 
first  day  of  September  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty  two. 


CHAP.  6. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  and  more  effectually  to  cany  into  execution 
"  An  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  better  laying  out  regulating 
and  keeping  in  repair  all  common  and  public  highways  and  pri- 
vate roads  in  the  counties  of  Ulster  Orange  Dutchess  Charlotte 
and  Westchester. 

Passed  the  ist  of  October,  1779. 

Whereas  the  inhabitants  in  several  towns  manors  precincts  and  dis-  Preamble, 
tricts  in  the  said  counties  through  want  of  knowlege  of  the  said  act 
were  unable  at  their  last  annual  meeting  to  choose  commissioners  to  lay 
out  and  regulate  the  highways  as  directed  in  the  said  act 

And  whereas  the  fines  and  forfeitures  in  the  said  act  are  inadequate 
fully  to  answer  the  purposes  therein  designed. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in  commia- 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same  f^y"^  ^ 
That  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  such  respective  towns  manors  precincts  roads, 
and  districts  as  at  their  last  annual  meeting  omitted  to  choose  commis-  ®'*^- 
sioners  to  lay  out  and  regulate  the  highways  are  hereby  appointed  com- 
missioners to  lay  out  and  regulate  the  highways  and  they  or  the  major 
part  of  them  are  by  virtue  of  this  act  enabled  to  exercise  all  the  powers 
and  authority  which  commissioners  by  virtue  of  the  above  said  act 
might  or  could  do  until  the  next  annual  meeting;  and  in  such  town 
manor  precinct  or  district  where  there  is  no  justice  of  the  peace,  the 
supervisor  of  the  same  is  hereby  impowered  to  exercise  all  the  powers 
and  authority  given  to  the  justices  in  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  fines  P°^^^ 
forfeitures  and  commutation  money  in  the  abovesaid  act  shall  be  and  ^^ 
they  are  by  this  act  increased  to  a  five  fold  proportion. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  if  any  Penalty 
commissioner  or  commissioners  mentioned  in  the  aforesaid  act  or  to'perfom 
any  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace  or  supervisor  mentioned  in  this  act  ^JJJ|J|J°" 
shall  neglect  omit  or  refuse  to  perform  what  is  enjoined  on  him  or  them  SSia  actT 
by  this  and  the  aforesaid  act  each  of  them  so  offending  shall,  for  every 
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offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  twenty  five  pounds,  to  be  recovered  with 
costs  in  a  summary  way  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  county 
where  the  same  shall  happen  by  any  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same, 
the  one  half  to  his  own  use  and  the  other  half  to  be  paid  into  the  hands 
of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  town  manor  precinct  or  district 
where  such  offence  shall  happen  for  the  use  of  the  poor. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  this  act 
shall  be  and  continue  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  January  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  one. 


CHAP.  r. 


Preamble. 


Powers, 
etc., 
granted 
revived. 


Proviso  as 
to  acts 
performed 
after  ex- 

{>!  ration  of 
aws. 


Same  leg- 
alized. 


Proviso  as 
to  power 
of  removal 
fKmi  office. 


AN  ACT  for  reviving  the  pov^rers  of  the  commissioners  for  de- 
tecting and  defeating  conspiracies,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  ist  of  October,  1779. 

Whereas  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  State  entitled  "  An  act  for 
appointing  commissioners  for  detecting  and  defeating  conspiracies  and 
declaring  their  powers  "  and  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  encreasing  the 
number  of  commissioners  for  detecting  and  defeating  conspiracies 
within  the  State'*  did  expire  in  twenty  days  after  the  present  meeting  of 
the  legislature  and  a  quorum  of  both  houses  convened  to  proceed  on 
business. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same 
That  the  said  two  acts  and  the  powers  and  authorities  by  them  or  either 
of  them  granted  to  the  said  commissioners  or  any  and  every  three  of 
them  shall  be  and  are  hereby  revived  and  shall  continue  and  be  in  full 
force  until  twenty  days  after  the  first  day  of  the  next  meeting  of  a  quo- 
rum of  the  legislature;  and  the  treasurer  of  this  State  is  hereby  author- 
ized and  required,  out  of  such  monies  as  may  be  in  the  treasury,  to  pay 
to  the  said  commissioners  or  any  three  of  them  such  further  sum  or 
sums  as  they  shall  from  time  to  time  require  to  defray  the  expence  of 
the  business  committed  to  them;  so  as  the  amount  of  such  sum  or  sums 
shall  not  in  the  whole  exceed  the  sum  of  four  thousand  pounds. 

And  whereaSy  the  said  commissioners  or  some  quorum  or  quorums  of 
them,  may  have  done  and  performed  divers  acts  matters  and  things  in 
and  respecting  their  several  and  respective  offices  and  places  since  the 
expiration  of  the  said  laws,  and  by  reason  thereof  the  legality  and 
validity  of  the  said  acts  matters  and  things  may  be  drawn  into  ques- 
tion 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  and  singu- 
lar the  said  acts  matters  and  things  shall  be  as  good  valid  and 
effectual  in  the  law  to  all  intents  constructions  and  purposes  whatso- 
ever as  if  the  said  laws  had  not  expired  by  their  own  respective  limita- 
tions but  had  been  in  full  force  and  effect  at  and  immediately  before 
the  passing  of  this  law;  any  thing  in  the  said  laws  or  either  of  them  to 
the  contrary  hereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

And  whereas  in  and  by  the  said  two  recited  acts  no  provision  is  made 
to  enable  the  council  of  appointment  from  time  to  time  to  remove  any 
one  or  more  of  the  said  commissioners  and  appoint  other  or  others  in 
his  or  their  stead. 
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Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  said  power  and  Power  of 
authority  of  removal  and  appointment  is  and  are  hereby  fully  vested  in  S?!°^  * 
the  said  council  to  be  exercised  by  them  from  time  to  time  in  their  dis- 
cretion to  all  intents  constructions  and  purposes  in  the  law  whatsoever. 


CHAP.  8. 

AN  ACT  for  the  appointment  of  a  commissioner  of  the  Conti- 
nental loan  office  within  this  State. 

Passed  the  8th  of  October,  1779. 

Be  it  ^enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in  commlB- 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  {Jj^°®'^' 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  person  administring  the  appoints  * 
government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  ™®°^  **'• 
consent  of  the  council  of  appointment,  to  nominate  and  appoint  during 
the  pleasure  of  the  said  council,  and  commissionate  under  the  great  seal 
of  this  State,  a  commissioner  of  the  loan  office  of  the  United  States,  held 
within  this  State  —  That  the  said  commissioner  so  to  be  appointed  shall 
in  the  execution  of  his  said  office,  be  subject  and  demean  himself  agree- 
able to  such  resolutions,  orders  and  regulations,  as  have  or  shall  here- 
after be  made  or  passed  by  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  respecting 
the  said  office:  That  the  person  from  time  to  time,  to  be  appointed  to  the  offlolal 
said  office,  before  he  shall  enter  upon  the  execution  thereof,  do  before  ^*^^- 
the  chancellor  or  one  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court,  take  the  fol- 
lowing oath  of  office,  to  wit, 

I  appointed  commissioner  of  the   Continental  loan  office  Form  of. 

within  this  State,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear  and  declare  in  the 
presence  of  Almighty  God,  that  I  will  during  my  continuance  in  the 
said  office,  well  faithfully  and  honestly  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
and  ability,  execute  the  said  office  of  commissioner  of  the  Continental 
loan  office,  and  that  I  will  not  on  any  occasion  or  pretence,  apply,  or 
willingly  or  knowingly  suffer  to  be  applied,  any  monies  which  shall  or 
may  come  into  the  said  office  for  public  use  or  as  belonging  thereto,  to 
any  private  uses  or  purposes  whatsoever,  so  help  me  God. 

And  that  the  person  from  time  to  time  to  be  appointed  to  the  said  Official 
office,  before  he  enter  upon  the  execution  thereof,  do  with  not  less  **°^' 
than  four  sufficient  sureties  enter  into  recognizance  jointly  and  severally 
before  the  chancellor  or  one  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court  of 
this  State  to  the  people  of  this  State,  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  lawful  money  of  this  State  with  condition,  that  he  will  during 
his  continuance  in  the  said  office,  duly  and  faithfully  execute  the  same; 
and  that  the  chancellor  or  justice  taking  such  recognizance,  shall  as  soon 
as  conveniently  may  be  after  the  taking  thereof,  file  the  same  in  the  office 
of  the  secretary  of  this  State. 

20 
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CHAP.  9. 

AN  ACT  further  to  continue  the  present  treasurer  of  this  State 

in  office. 

Passed  the  Sth  of  October,  1779. 

Whereas  by  the  act  appointing  Gerard  Bancker  Esquire  treasurer  of 
this  State,  the  time  of  his  continuance  in  the  said  office  was  limited  to 
sixty  days  after  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature, 
state  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  rep- 

cmiSnir^  r^j^«/^</  in  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
in  office,  the  samcy  That  the  said  Gerard  Bancker  Esquire  shall  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  farther  continued  in  office  as  treasurer  of  this  State,  ufttil  sixty 
days  after  the  day,  on  which  a  quorum  of  both  houses  shall  be  con- 
vened at  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature  of  this  State,  which  shall 
be  after  the  first  Monday  in  July,  whidi  shall  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  one. 
Official  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said 

bonda°*  Gerard  Bancker  Esquire  shall  on  or  before  &e  twenty  third  day  of  this 
instant  month  of  October,  give  such  security,  and  take  such  oath  as 
were  directed  and  required  by  the  second  and  third  clauses  of  the  said 
act  appointing  the  said  Gerard  Bancker  treasurer  of  this  State. 


CHAP.  10. 

AN  ACT  to  pardon  Thomas  Cummings,  convicted  of  treason. 

Passed  the  Sth  of  October,  1779. 

Preamble       Whereas  at  a  late  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  goal  deliv- 
viction**of   ^T*  held  in  and  for  the  county  of  Ulster,  Thomas  Cummings  late  of 
Thomaa      Pawpakunk,  in  the  said  county   farmer  was  convicted  of  treason    in 
umm  Dg8  adhering  to  the  enemies  of  the  people  of  this  State,  and  sentenced  to 
be  executed  accordingly  on  the  twenty  ninth  day  of  October  instant. 
And  whereas  for  certain  special  reasons,  the  legislature  hjtth  deemed  it 
proper  that  the  said  Thomas  Cummings  should  be  pardoned. 
Pardon  of.      Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  rep- 
resented in  Senate  and  Assembly ^  ana  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  the  said  Thomas  Cummings  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby 
fully  and  absolutely  discharged  and  pardoned  of  and  from  the  treason 
aforesaid,  and  the  conviction  aforesaid  and  attainder  in  consequence 
thereof   and  all  execution  and  forfeitures  thereon,  and  that  the  said 
Thomas  Cummings  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  fully  and  wholly  restored 
in  person  and  estate,  to  the  same  state  and  condition  wherein  he  would 
have  been  on  the  day  of  the  passing  of  this  act  if  he  had  not  been  so 
convicted  and  attainted  of  the  treason  aforesaid 
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CHAP.  1 1. 

AN  ACT  more  effectually  to  carry  into  execution  An  act  enti- 
tled An  act  to  revive  and  amend  An  act  entitled  An  act  to 
amend  An  act  for  regulating  impresses  of  forage  and  carriages 
and  for  billeting  troops  within  this  State  and  for  other  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  8th  of  October,  1779. 

Whereas  there  was  a  failure,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  this  instant  Preamble, 
month  of  October,  of  a  meeting  of  a  quorum  of  the  judges  in  the  said 
laws  mentioned;  and  there  being  the  most  urgent  necessity  that  the  pay 
and  wages  to  be  allowed  and  paid  for  teams  carriages  horses  and 
drivers  and  likewise  the  prices  of  forage  to  be  impressed  within  this 
State,  should  be  ascertained  and  determmed. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  rep-  Lawful  for 
resented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  ^^^^^ 
the  same.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  judges  or  any  time  and 
three  of  them  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  meet  at  Kingston  in  the  Sj^l^. 
county  of  Ulster  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  this  instant  month  of  Octo- 
ber for  the  purposes  in  the  said  laws  mentioned  any  thing  in  the  said 
laws  or  either  of  them  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Provided  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  understood  or  construed  Putiwe 
to  prevent  the  said  judges  from  meeting  at  such  future  times  and  at  ™**  "**' 
such  place  as  are  mentioned  in  the  aforesaid  laws  or  one  of  them. 


CHAP.  12. 

AN  ACT  making  it  necessary  for  the  attornies,  solicitors  and 
counsellors  at  law,  who  have  been  licensed  to  plead  or  practice 
in  any  of  the  courts  of  law  or  equity  within  the  late  colony  of 
New  York,  to  produce  certificates  of  their  attachment  to  the 
liberties  and  independence  of  America. 

Passed  the  9th  of  October,  1779. 

Whereas  many  persons  who  have  heretofore  been  authorized  and  Preamble, 
licenced  to  plead  or  practise  as  attornies  solicitors  and  counsellors  at 
law,  in  the  several  courts  of  law  and  equity  within  this  State,  whilst  the 
same  was  under  the  government  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  as  the 
colony  of  New- York,  regardless  of  the  duty  which  they  owed  to  their 
oppressed  country,  have  some  of  them  gone  over  to  and  put  themselves 
under  the  protection  of  the  armies  of  the  said  king,  and  others  have 
conducted  themselves  in  such  a  neutral  or  equivocal  manner,  as  has 
justly  rendered  them  suspected  of  disaffection  to  the  freedom  and  inde- 
pendency of  this  State. 

And  whereas  it  will  be  inconsistent  with  the  welfare  of  this  State 
that  such  persons  should  be  allowed  to  plead  or  practice  again  in  any  of 
the  courts  within  the  same.  And  the  Constitution  of  this  State  having 
subjected  to  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  said  courts  such  attornies, 
solicitors  and  counsellors  at  law  only  as  shall  hereafter  be  appointed, 
it  is  thereby  become  necessary  for  the  legislature  to  make  provision  in 
the  premises. 
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Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre^ 
senied  in  Seriate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  all  licences  granted  to  any  person  or  persons  to  plead 
or  practise  as  counsellors  solicitors  or  attornies  at  law  in  any  of  the 
said  courts  before  the  twenty  first  day  of  April  in  the  first  year  of  the 
independence  of  this  State,  shall  be  and  they  hereby  are  declared  to  be 
suspended  from  and  after  the.  first  day  of  the  term  or  session  of  any  of 
the  said  courts  respectively  which  shall  happen  next  after  the  passing 
of  this  act. 

And  be  it  enacted  ty  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  any  counsellor  solicitor  or  attorney  at  law,  whose  licence 
shall  be  so  suspended,  to  apply  to  the  supreme  court  of  judicature  of 
this  State  to  have  the  suspension  of  his  licence  taken  off  which  said 
court  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  upon  such  application  to  grant 
a  writ  of  inquiry  under  the  seal  of  the  said  court,  directed  to  the  sheriff 
of  the  county  where  such  person  shall  reside,  commanding  him  to  sum- 
mon the  freeholders  of  the  said  county  and  in  the  said  writ  named, 
consisting  of  not  more  than  sixteen  nor  less  than  eight  persons  of  estab- 
lished reputation,  and  of  known  attachment  to  the  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence of  America,  and  to  be  nominated  and  appointed  by  the  said 
court,  to  meet  at  such  time  and  place  as  in  the  said  writ  shall  be  speci- 
fied, to  inquire  whether  the  person  so  applying  has  conducted  himself 
as  a  good  and  zealous  friend  to  the  American  cause,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities  by  the  king  of  Great  Britain  against  these 
United  States;  at  which  time  and  place,  the  said  sherif  shall  administer 
to  each  freeholder  in  the  said  writ  named  the  following  oath,  to  wit. 

You  shall  well  and  truly  inquire  whether  has  since  the  com- 

mencement of  hostilities  by  the  king  of  Great  Britain  against  these 
United  States,  voluntarily  put  himself  under  the  protection  of  any  or 
either  of  the  fleets  or  armies  of  the  said  king,  and  whether  the  said 
has  conducted  himself  in  such  a  neutral  and  equivocal  manner, 
as  to  raise  just  suspicions  of  his  being  disaffected  to  the  freedom  and 
independence  of  these  States,  And  whether  the  said  has  uniformly 

and  steadily  conducted  himself  as  a  good  and  zealous  friend  to  the 
American  cause,  so  help  you  God. 

And  the-  inquisition  being  taken  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  said 
sherif  and  freeholders  shall  be  returned  into  the  court  from  whence  the 
writ  issued;  and  if  from  the  inquisition  taken  as  aforesaid  it  shall  ap- 
pear to  the  said  court,  that  the  person  at  whose  request  the  said  inquisi- 
tion shall  be  taken  has  not  voluntarily  put  himself  under  the  protection  of 
the  enemy  since  the  commencement  of  hostilities  by  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  against  these  States,  and  that  he  has  not  behaved  himself  in 
such  a  neutral  and  equivocal  manner  as  to  raise  just  suspicions  of  his 
being  disaffected  to  the  freedom  and  independence  of  these  United 
States,  and  that  he  has  uniformly  and  steadily  conducted  himself  as  a 
good  and  zealous  friend  to  the  American  cause  since  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  be  restored  to  his  full  privi- 
ledge  of  an  attorney  solicitor  or  counsellor  at  law,  as  the  case  may  be, 
of  which  the  judges  of  the  said  supreme  court  or  one  of  them  shall 
give  him  a  certificate. 

Provided  always  nevertheless,  that  if  any  attorney  solicitor  or  coun- 
sellor at  law,  shall  since  the  ninth  day  of  July  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six  have  served  as  a  member 
of  the  convention  or  legislature  of  this  or  any  other  of  the  United 
States,  or  served  as  a  delegate  in  congress,  or  shall  have  served  under 
any  commission  either  civil  or  military  from  the  congress  of  the  United 
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States  or  from  this  or  any  other  of  the  United  States,  on  affidavit  of 
such  service  to  be  read  and  filed  in  court,  such  counsellor,  solicitor  or 
attorney  shall  be  restored  to  his  full  priviledges  any  thing  in  this  act 
contained  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 


CHAP.  13. 

AN  ACT  further  to  amend  an  act  entitled  An  act  for  regulat- 
ing the  militia  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  9th  of  October,  1779. 

Whereas  experience  and  the  present  exigences  have  shewn  the  said  Preamble, 
law  to  be  defective  in  many  instances  which  require  a  remedy. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  rep- 
resented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows,  that  is  to  say. 

F'irst  That  an   adjutant  general  be   appointed  by  the  council  of  Adjutant 
appointment  of  this  State,  and   commissioned  as  by  the  constitution  f™fStl 
thereof  is  directed  with  respect  to  militia  officers,  that  he  shall  do  and  ment  and 
perform  in  and  relating  to  the  militia  of  this  State  all  the  duties  and  ^^^^^  **'• 
services  appertaining  to  the  office  of  adjutant  general,  and  shall  from 
time  to  time  obey  and  execute  the  orders  of  the  commander  in  chief  of 
the  militia  for  the  time  being  respecting  the  said  militia,  be  entitled  to 
such  rank  as  he  might  have  been  entitled  to  in  consequence  'of  any 
commission  which  he  may  have  held  under  the  United  States  or  this 
State  and  as  such  may  be  employed  on  command.     And  for  his  ser-  Pay  and 
vices  in  the  said  office  shall  have  and  receive   Continental  pay  and  ^^'*>°"* 
•  rations  as  a  colonel,  which  allowance  shall  be  made  to  him  only  for  the 
time  he  shall  be  in  actual  service  in  his  said  office  to  be  certified  by  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  militia  for  the  time  being  and  on  such  cer- 
tificate the  same  shall  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  of  this  State  out  of  any 
money  in  the  treasury 

Secoftdly,  —  That  as  soon  as  an  adjutant  general  shall  be  appointed  Returns  to 
returns  every  three  months  shall  be  made  of  the  men,  arms,  ammuni- ^  ™**^® 
tion,  accoutrements  and  other  equipments  required  by  the  said  law 
from  every  brigade  and  unbrigaded  regiment,  to  the  adjutant  general, 
that  is  to  say  from  every  brigade  by  the  major  of  brigade,  and  from 
every  unbrigaded  regiment  by  the  adjutant  of  the  regiment.  All  which 
returns  shall  first  respectively  be  certified  by  the  several  commanding 
officers  of  brigades  and  unbrigaded  regiments,  to  be  just  and  true 
returns  of  the  several  corps  by  them  respectively  commanded;  And  each 
of  the  said  returning  officers  shall  from  time  to  time  be  paid  his  neces- 
sary travelling  expences  in  going  to  the  adjutant  general  with  his  returns 
and  in  returning  home.  And  to  enable  the  making  of  brigade  returns 
each  adjutant  of  the  regiment  and  captain  of  exempts  shall  make  the 
Hke  returns  to  the  brigadier  general  or  colonel  commandant  and  the 
returns  of  brigaded  regiments  shall  first  be  certified  in  manner  afore- 
said by  their  several  and  respective  commanding  officers. 

Provided  always  that  such  returns  hereby  required  of  companies  of  proTiso  as 
exempts  shall  not  deprive  them  except  in  the  instance  of  returns  of  *^  returns 
any  exemptions  given  them  by  the  said  law;  nor  be  construed  in  other  empts. 
respects  to  subject  them  to  the  command  of  the  brigadier  general  or 
colonel  commandant  within  the  compass  of  whose  brigade  they  may 
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reside;  and  for  liquidating  the  amount  of  such  necessary  expenses  as 
abovesaid  from  time  to  time  particular  accounts  thereof  shall  respect- 
ively be  made  and  attested  on  oath  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  and 
being  delivered  to  the  treasurer  with  a  receipt  of  the  respective  officers 
entitled  to  payment  thereof  shall  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  out  of  any 
monies  in  the  treasury. 

Thirdly. — That  all  fines  for  neglect  ornon  performance  of  any  duties 
required  by  the  said  law,  be  and  are  hereby  increased  in  a  five  fold  pro- 
portion, and  all  fines  imposed  by  the  said  law  on  the  people  called 
Quakers  in  nature  of  compositions  for  exemptions  from  duty  or  ser- 
vice in  the  militia  be  and  are  hereby  increased  in  a  five  fold  proportion. 

Fourthly  Whereas  the  militia  officers  are  frequently  put  to  great  ex- 
pence  in  attending  general  courts  of  inquiry  and  courts  martial;  the  same 
shall  respectively  be  ascertained  from  time  to  time  by  the  president  of 
such  courts  respectively  and  be  paid  from  time  to  time  out  of  the  fines 
arising  from  each  regiment  or  corps  of  exempts  and  which  are  by  the 
said  law  required  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  State  and  such 
certificates  shall  respectively  be  delivered  from  time  to  time  by  the  re- 
spective officers  entitled  to  receive  the  several  fines  imposed  by  the  said 
law  into  the  treasury  of  this  State  together  with  the  remaining  ballance 
of  such  fines.  That  every  such  officer  so  receiving  such  fines  respect- 
ively as  by  the  said  law  are  made  payable  into  the  treasury  of  this 
State,  shall  from  time  to  time,  as  the  same  shall  accrue  and  be  received, 
account  for,  and  pay  the  same  to  the  said  treasurer  in  manner  aforesaid 
at  the  expiration  of  every  three  months  to  commence  at  and  from  the 
thirtieth  day  after  the  passing  of  this  law.  And  in  default  of  any  such 
payment  whether  of  fines  which  have  heretofore  accrued  or  shall  here- 
after accrue  the  said  treasurer  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to 
commence  and  prosecute  to  effect  in  his  name  and  to  the  use  of  the 
people  of  this  State  against  every  such  defaulter  an  action  on  the  case 
at  law,  or  a  suit  in  equity  for  recovery  of  the  same  respectively  and 
shall  on  every  judgment  or  decree  in  his  favor  recover  thereby  double 
the  amount  of  such  fines  respectively  with  full  costs  to  be  taxed. 

Fifthly  And  whereas  sums  have  been  assessed  in  cases  of  detach- 
ments or  drafts  upon  exempts,  and  the  whole  of  the  monies  so  assessed 
have  not  been  paid  to  the  men  detached  or  drafted,  but  the  residue  un- 
paid, to  a  considerable  amount,  still  remains  in  the  hands  of  many  of 
the  officers  of  the  militia.  That  every  officer  possessed  or  who  shall 
hereafter  be  possessed  of  such  residue  shall  pay  the  same  into  the 
treasury  of  this  State  and  upon  neglect  or  refusal  shall  be  compellable 
to  pay  the  same  in  like  manner  as  is  herein  directed  with  respect  to  the 
fines  they  may  receive. 

Sixthly  Whereas  the  commanding  officers  of  brigades  and  regiments 
are  frequently  on  extraordinary  emergencies  obliged  to  disburse  of 
their  own  monies  for  paying  expresses.  For  reimbursement  thereof  the 
said  treasurer  shall  and  is  hereby  required  from  time  to  time  to  repay 
the  same  out  of  any  monies  in  the  treasury.  Provided  that  the  accounts 
thereof  respectively  shall  be  first  sworn  to  before  a  justice  of  the  peace 
of  this  State. 

That  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  militia  of  this  State  for  the  time 
being  who  is  by  the  said  law  authorized  to  call  out  the  militia  of  this 
State  for  actual  service  by  classes,  is  whenever  it  shall  in  his  opinion  be 
necessary  to  reinforce  the  Continental  army  hereby  authorized  and  im- 
powered  to  call  them  out  without  regard  had  to  such  classes  and  in 
such  numbers  as  he  shall  think  proper,  form  them  into  brigades  and 
regiments  and  assign  to  them  such  officers  for  their  conimand  out  of 
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the  whole  body  of  officers  of  the  militia  as  he  shall  judge  fit  in  their 
respective  ranks  of  office  and  without  any  regard  had  to  the  particular 
corps  of  officers  respectively  belonging  to  each  brigade  or  regiment  of 
militia  from  whence  the  men  shall  be  detached  for  such  service;  The 
commanding  officer  in  each  regiment,  paying  due  regard  in  forming  their 
respective  detachments,  of  non  commissioned  officers  and  privates  for 
such  service  to  the  rotation  establishd  by  such  classes,  any  thing  in  the 
said  law  to  the  contrary  hereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

Seventhly,  Whereas  by  the  above  mentioned  law  it  is  provided  that  Duty  out 
none  of  the  militia  of  this  State  shall  be  compelled  to  do  duty  out  of  the  **'  ®****' 
same  for  a  greater  space  of  time  than  forty  days;  and  on  special  emer- 
gencies such  time  may  prove  too  short,  the  said  commander  in  chief  is 
hereby  authorized  and  impowered  to  require  any  number  of  the  militia 
not  exceeding  the  third  part  of  the  militia  of  this  State,  for  either  of  the 
purposes  in  the  said  law  mentioned  to  do  duty  out  of  this  State  for  any 
space  of  time  not  exceeding  three  months  together,  all  of  whom  so  to  be 
required  shall  respectively  be  subject  to  the  respective  pains  and  pen- 
alties prescribed  by  the  said  law  for  any  refusal  or  neglect  of  duty,  de- 
sertion and  other  offences  respectively  which  shall  be  committed  dur- 
ing such  space  of  time  any  thing  therein  contained  to  the  contrary 
hereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

Eighthly  Whereas  the  said  commander  in  chief  may  soon  judge  itFiouptobe 
proper  to  order  a  great  part  of  the  militia  to  take  the  field  for  actual  fif^Jaslr* 
service  and  in  such  case  it  will  be  necessary  that  each  man,  be  supplied  miiitia  ts 
towards  his  subsistence  with  forty  pounds  weight  of  flour  thereby  to  hito  aSual 
prevent  as  much  as  possible*  any  diminution  of  the  magazines  belong-  wrvioe. 
ing  to  the  United  States  of  America  the  captains  and  subalterns  of  each 
beat  out  of  which  the  men  shall  respectively  be  taken  shall  and  are 
hereby  required  on  receipt  of  the  orders  of  the  said  commander  in  chief 
for  the  purpose  by  purchase  within  the  beat,  to  provide  for  each  man 
the  above  mentioned  quantity  of  flour  and  to  put  the  same  into  casks 
sufficient  for  transportation,  for  which  flour  they  shall  pay  the  persons 
who  shall  respectively  supply  the  same  at  and  after  the  rate  of  the 
highest  price  for  which  flour  shall  then  be  sold  in  this  State:     And  if 
the  commissary  general  of  purchases  of  the  army  of  the  United  States 
shall  not  on  producing  the  receipts  of  the  quarter  masters  of  the  regi- 
ments respectively  provide  means  for  paying  for  the  said  flour  and 
casks  the  treasurer,  on  the  audit  of  their  respective  accounts  on  oath 
by  the  auditor  general  of  this  State  shall  in  such  case  pay  the  same  out 
of  any  monies  in  the  treasury  and  charge  the  same  to  the  account  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

Ninthly  —  That  in  such  case  as  last  aforesaid  the  said  commander  in  Associated 
chief  shall  be  authorized  to  call  into  actual  service  such  proportion  of  ma  ™^ 
the  corps  of  associated  exempts  as  he  deem  necessary.  caUed  luto 

Tenthly.  Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  the  military  magazine  of  this  ^^^     ^^ 
State  should  always  be  well  supplied  with  ammunition,  Colonel  John  der  to  be 
Lasher  commissioner  of  the  military  stores  of  this  State  shall  and  is  P'"^***^ 
hereby  required  without  delay  in  addition  to  the  said  military  stores 
to  purchase  one  ton  of  gun  powder  and  to  apply  and  dispose  of  the 
same  from  time  to  time  in  manner  as  is  directed  by  law  concerning  the 
other  military  stores  of  this  State,  and  to  draw  for  the  purchase  money 
thereof  on  the  treasurer  of  this  State  who  is  is  hereby  required  to  pay 
and  discharge  such  draft  to  the  person  in  whose  favor  the  same  shall 
be  drawn  our  of  any  monies  in  the  treasury. 

Eleventhly  That  the  tenth  and  eleventh  clauses  of  the  aforesaid  law  ^^'^JJJg^ 
be  and  are  hereby  absolutely  repealed  annulled  and  made  void.  repeal 
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CHAP.  14. 

AN  ACT  for  removing  or  destroying  the  grain  and  other  vegi- 
table  food  that  may  be  left  on  any  of  the  deserted  farms  on 
the  western  frontiers  of  the  counties  of  Ulster  and  Orange. 

Passed  the  13th  of  October,  1779. 

Preamble.  Whereas  the  late  inhabitants  on  the  said  frontiers  have  removed  into 
the  interior  parts  of  the  country,  and  having  left  on  the  said  farms  large 
Quantities  of  Indian  corn  and  other  grain  and  vegitable  food.  To  pre- 
vent the  same  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Indian  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 

toS  dM^  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 

troyed.  That  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the 
time  being  be  and  is  hereby  impowered  to  order  all  such  Indian  com 
and  other  grain  and  vegitables  *  as  aforesaid  to  be  removed  or  destroyed 
in  such  manner  as  he  may  direct. 

Owners  Provided  nevertheless  that  the  owners  thereof  respectively  shall  have 

move*^      liberty  immediately  to  remove'the  same  to  some  place  not  exposed  to 

•ame.        imiptions  of  the  enemy. 


CHAP.  15. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  the  act  for  procuring  an  immediate  supply 
of  flour  and  peas  for  the  use  of  the  army. 

Passed  the  13th  of  October,  1779. 

Preamble.       Whereas  the  prices  of  produce  to  be  taken  and  seized  within  this 
State  for  the  use  of  the  army  as  limited  by  the  said  act,  are  less  than 
the  current  prices  whereby  much  dissatisfaction  and  uneasiness  hath 
been  produced  among  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State. 
Fiour.eto.,      Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre- 
b^*p^d*for  sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
at  current  f^e  same.  That  the  limitations  of  prices  of  flour  meal,  wheat  and  peas 
price.         ^^  ^^  taken  or  seized  for  the  use  of  the  army  by  virtue  of  any  law  of 
this  State  shall  be  and  hereby  are  severally  taken  off,  and    that   all 
flour  meal  wheat  or  peas  to  be  so  taken    and  seized   for  the  use  of 
the  army  shall  be  paid  for  at  the  current  price  at  the  time  of  the  seiz- 
ure. And  further,  that  each  person  from  whom  any  wheat  or  peas  may 
have  been  taken  or  seized  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act  above  mentioned 
shall  and  mky  demand  and  receive  for  the  same  from  the  commissary 
general  of  purchases  his  several  agents  or  deputies  who  shall '  have 
taken  and  seized  the  same  respectively,  instead  of  the  price  of  sixteen 
dollars  per  bushel  for  wheat  and  fifteen  dollars  per  bushel  for  peas,  the 
current  prices  at  the  time  of  the  seizure. 

And  whereas  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  a  further  quantity  of  flour 
should  be  provided  for  the  army. 
Further  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,   That  in  addition  to 

*Mt  ma      ^^^  quantity  of  wheat  made  liable  to  be  seized  and  taken  for  the  use  of 
BeseSeJ.   the  army  in  pursuance  of  the  said  acta  further  eighth  part  of  the 
wheat  in  the  possession  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  respectively,  be- 
yond what  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  *  use  of  their  respective 
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families,  shall  be  taken  and  seized  for  the  use  of  the  army  in  like  man- 
ner as  is  directed  by  the  said  act  with  respect  to  the  wheat  to  be  taken 
in  pursuance  thereof,  and  shall  be  paid  for  at  the  current  price. 

That  where  any  rents  shall  be  reserved  in  wheat,  one  half  of  such  rents  Rents 
shall  in  like  manner  be  taken  and  seized,  and  the  tenant  shall  pay  to  the  J^StSt?^*" 
land-lord  in  6tead  of  the  whet  so  taken  the  monies  to  be  received  in  hai'  may 
payment  for  the  same,  and  the  assessors  shall  in  the  assesssment  specify  etc. 
particularly  whether  the  wheat  so  assessed  to  be  furnished  by  the  ten- 
ant is  considered  as  such  proportion  of  rent,  or  such  proportion  of  the 
wheat  which  the  tenant  may  be  possessed  of  beyond   what  may  be 
deemed  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  family  of  such  tenant. 


CHAP.  16. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  a  night 
watch  in  the  counties  of  Ulster  Tryon  Charlotte  Dutchess 
and  Albany ;"  and  for  extending  the  same  to  the  counties  of 
Westchester  afid  Orange. 

Passed  the  13th  of  October,  1779. 

Whereas  the  fines  and  forfeitures  in  the  said  act,  are  insufficient. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  rep-  Pines.etc., 
resented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  *'^cre«86d. 
of  the  same  That  the  fines  and  forfeitures  in  the  said  act  shall  be  and 
they  are  hereby  encreased  in  a  three  fold  proportion;  and  that  the  said 
act  as  hereby  amended  shall  be  and  is  hereby  extended  to  the  counties 
of  Westchester  and  Orange. 

And  whereas  there  are  apprentices  and  servants  and  others  who  are 
under  the  age  of  twenty  one  years  who  have  no  goods  and  chattels 
whereon  to  levy  the  said  fines  and  forfeitures  by  reason  whereof  the 
design  of 'the  said  act  is  in  a  great  measure  eluded. 

JBedt  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  with  respect  to  On  faUore 
every  person  and  persons  whatsoever  who  shall  incur  any  fine  or  for-  ^5?B%to., 
feiture  by  virtue  of  the  said   act  and  who  shall  not  have  sufficient  offender  to 
goods  and  chattels  whereon  to  levy  the  same  it  shall  and  may  be  law-  mitSd." 
ful  for  each  captain  or  in  his  absence  the  next  commanding  officer  of 
the  respective  beats  or  districts  wherein  the  offenders  shall  respectively 
reside  by  warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal  to  commit  such  offender  or 
offenders  to  the  common  goal  of  the  county  wherein  the  same  shall 
happen,   there   to   remain  without  bail   or   mainprise   not   exceeding 
twenty  nor  less  than  three  days 

And  whereas  there  is  no  common  goals  in  the  counties  of  Ulster  and 
Westchester. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall  and  To  what 
may  be  lawful  for  the  said  captains  and  next  commanding  officers  re-  SSJmitt^. 
spectively  in  the  eaid  counties  of  Ulster  and  Westchester  respectively 
to  commit  to  the  common  goals  of  the  counties  of  Albany  Orange  and 
Dutchess  all  those  persons  who  shall  in  the  said  counties  of  Ulster  and 
Westchester  respectively  incur  any  of  the  fines  forfeitures  or  penalties' 
mentioned  in  the  said  act  in  the  same  manner  as  they  might  respect- 
ively be  committed  to  the  comjnon  goal  of  the  said  counties  of  Ulster 
and  Westchester  respectively  were  there  any  such  goal  in  the  said  two 
counties  respectively  any  thing  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing 
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CHAP.  17. 

AN  ACT  to  continue  and  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  allow 
to  sherifs  and  constables  an  increase   of  fees. 

Passed  the  13th  of  October,  1779. 

Whereas  the  fees  allowed  in  the  said  act  are  insufficient 
BwBjD-  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre- 

"~"""''  sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same  That  the  fees  mentioned  in  the  said  act  shall  be  and  they  are 
hereby  encreased  in  a  four  fold  proportion  on  the  rates  established  by 
the  aforesaid  law  and  the  said  act  is  hereby  continued  and  shall  be 
and  remain  in  full  force  until  the  first  day  of  May  next  and  from  thence 
to  the  end  of  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature. 


creased. 


CHAP.  18. 

AN  ACT  to  remove  doubts  respecting  the  council  of  appoint- 
ment, nominated  and  appointed  by  the  present  assembly. 

Passed  the  13th  of  October,  1779. 

Preamble        Whereas  the  late  assembly  of  this  State,  did  on  the  seventeenth  day 
pofntment  ^f  October  last,  nominate  and  appoint  a  council  of  appointment.    And 
of  council,  whereas  the  present  assembly  did  on  the  eleventh  day  of  September 
last,  nominate  and  appoint  a  council  of  appointment,  to  succeed  the 
council  so  nominated  and  appointed  on  the  said  seventeenth  day  of 
October  last.     And  doubts  having  arisen  whether  the  said  council  so 
nominated  and  appointed  by  the  present  assembly  were  duly  nominated 
and  appointed,  by  reason  that  they  were  nominated  and  appointed  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  a  year  from  the  seventeenth  day  of  October  last. 
For  the  removal  of  such  doubts  therefore, 
Appoint-        Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorky  represented  in 
n^nt  lega-  ^^^^^^  ^^^  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 
That  the  said  council  of  appointment  so  nominated  and  appointed  on 
the  said  eleventh  day  of  September  last,  shall  be  and  hereby  are  de- 
clared to  be  duly  nominated  and  appointed,  and  authorized  to  act  and 
to  exercise  all  and  singular  the  powers  and  authorities  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  this  State  vested  in  the  council  of  appointment,  from  and  after 
the  seventeenth  day  of  October  instant,  until  the  eighteenth  day  of  Oc- 
tober next  ensuing. 


CHAP.  19. 

.  AN  ACT  more  effectually  to  prevent  robberies  within  this  State. 

Passed  the  15th  of  October,  1779. 

Preamble.  Whereas  robberies  are  become  very  frequent  in  this  State,  and  are 
generally  perpetrated  by  persons  unfriendly  to  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  of  Amenca. 
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And  whereas  those  robbers  are  encouraged,  abetted,  harbored,  secreted 
and  comforted  by  the  disaffected  people  in  this  State,  so  as  that  it  is 
frequently  impracticable  to  apprehend  and  bring  them  to  justice.  The 
more  effectually  therefore  to  prevent  the  committing  of  such  enormous 
crimes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented  in  informa- 
SencLte  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same  oath^tll  be 
That  if  any  person  or  persons  within  this  State  shall  be  robbed  either  given  «f 
from  his  her  or  their  person  or  persons  house  or  houses  or  in  any  other  '^**^®^®*- 
manner  whatsoever  either  in  the  night  or  in  the  day,  that  such  person 
or  persons  shall  with  all  convenient  speed  give  information  upon  oath 
before  some  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  town  manor  precinct  or  dis- 
trict where  the  same  shall  happen,  and  in  case  there  shall  be  no  justice 
of  the  peace  in  the  said  town  manor  precinct  or  district,  then  to  some 
justice  of  the  peace  in  some  neighboring  town  manor  precinct  or  district, 
of  the  said  robbery,  and  the  circumstances  thereof  as  to  the  time  and 
place,  the  number  and  names  and  the  description  of  the  person  or  persons 
of  the  robber  or  robbers  together  with  an  account  of  the  goods  and 
chattels  and  their  value,  of  which  the  person  or  persons  shall  have  been 
robbed,  as  far  as  he  she  or  they  shall  then  be  able;  and  the  said  justice 
is  required  forthwith  to  cause  hue  and  cry  and  command  fresh  pursuit  Hue  and 
to  be  made  after  the  said  robber  or  robbers,  and  all  able  bodied  men  in  ^ade.*^ 
the  said  town   manor  precinct  or  district  are  required  to  arm  them- 
selves forth  with  and  be  assisting  in  pursuing  and  taking  the  said  rob- 
ber or  robbers  and  bringing  him  or  them  to  justice  and  recovering  the 
said  goods  and  chattels;  and  any  able  bodied  man  who  shall  have  notice  Abie 
of  such  hue  and  cry  and  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  arm  and  assist  as  is  ^J^*®^ 
above  required,  except  he  shall  have  some  reasonable  excuse,  shall  for  awist. 
each  offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  to  be  recovered 
in  an  action  of  debt  in  any  court  of  record  within    this  State  with 
costs  by  any  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same  in  which  action  the 
defendant  shall  be  held  to  bail  and  be  allowed  no  essoin  or  protection 
and  but  one  imparlance. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority   aforesaid    That   if   the  If  robbers 
robber  or  robbers  shall  not  be  taken  out  and  brought  to  justice  nor  the  takeifor 
goods  and  chattels  found  and  recovered  then  the  party  robbed  may  f^S^Jerod 
make  application  to  the  justice  before  whom  the  first  information  of  the  tax  to  be 
robbery  was  given,  or  in  case  of  his  death  or  absence  or  inability  to  upi?\,er- 
serve,  to  some  other  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  same  place,  if  any  there  sons  not 
be  who  is  able  to  serve,  but  in  case  there  shall  be  none,  then  to  some  iSSepen- 
justice  of  the  peace  in  some  neighbouring  town  manor  precinct  or  dis-  imeri^to 
trict  and  inform  upon  oath  whether  the  whole  or  part  of  the  goods  and  pav  party 
chattels  of  which  he  she  or  they  shall  have  been  robbed,  remains  un-  ~^*>«*^ 
recovered  and  likewise  the  value  thereof,  and  shall  likewise  at  the  same 
time  declare  upon  oath  that  he  she  or  they  had  no  knowlege  that  the  • 

robber  or  robbers  is  or  are  taken  and  secured  and  shall  also  at  the  same 
time  procure  two  reputable  freeholders  of  the  town  manor  precinct  or 
district  where  the  robbery  was  committed  to  declare  upon  oath  that 
they  do  really  and  sincerely  believe  that  the  party  robbed  has  declared 
the  truth  with  respect  to  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  goods  and  chat- 
tels whereof  he  she  or  they  has  or  have  declared  himself  herself  or 
themselves  to  have  been  robbed  and  not  yet  recovered  :  then  the  said 
justice  (except  it  shall  appear  to  him  that  the  said  robbery  was  com- 
mitted by  those  that  are  not  disaffected  to  the  liberty  and  independence 
of  the  United  States  of  America)  shall  without  delay  issue  his  summons 
requiring  the  justices  of  the  peace,  if  any  there  be,  of  the  town  manor 
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precinct  or  district  where  the  said  robbery  was  committed,'  and  likewise 
the  supervisor  and  assessors  of  the  same  to  appear  at  such  reasonable  time 
and  place  in  the  said  town  manor  precinct  or  district  as  the  said  justice 
in  the  said  summons  shall  appoint;  and  the  said  justice  shall  likewise 
summon  the  collector  of  the  same  to  appear  at  the  same  time  and  place 
and  bring  with  him  the  last  State  tax  list;  and  being  so  met  together  the 
said  justices  if  any  there  be  and  the  said  supervisor  and  assessors  or  the 
major  part  of  them  shall  make  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  the  persons  in 
the  said  town  manor  precinct  or  district  who  have  not  manifested 
themselves  attached  to  the  liberty  and  independence  of  America:  pre- 
vious to  the  making  of  which  list,  they  shall  mutually  and  severally  ad- 
minister to  each  other  and  take  the  following  oath  viz.  "  I,  A  B,  do  sol- 
emnly swear  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  that  I  will  to  the  best  of 
my  ability,  without  fear  favor  affection  or  hope  of  reward,  contribute 
all  in  my  power  to  make  a  just  and  true  list  as  directed  by  a  certain  law 
of  the  legislature  of  this  State  entitled  "  An  act  more  effectually  to  pre- 
vent robberies  within  this  State"  and  the  said  justices  if  there  be  any 
and  the  said  supervisor  and  assessors  or  the  major  part  of  them  shall 
assess  and  lay  the  value  of  the  said  goods  and  chattels  so  robbed  and 
not  recovered  together  with  nine  pence  in  the  pound  over  and  above, 
upon  those  persons  whose  names  are  in  the  last  above  mentioned  list  in 
proportion  as  each  of  those  persons  shall  have  been  taxed  in  the  said  State 
tax  list  and  the  said  justice,  if  any  there  be  and  the  said  supervisor  and 
assessors  or  the  major  part  of  them  shall  in  writing  under  their  hands 
(keeping  a  duplicate  thereof)  command  the  said  collector  with  all  con 
venient  speed  to  collect  the  same  and  pay  it  to  the  said  party  robbed, 
retaining  in  his  hands  for  his  trouble  nine  pence  in  the  pound ;  and  the 
said  collector  is  by  this  act  invested  with  the  same  power  and  authority 
in  collecting  the  same  as  he  is  in  collecting  the  State  tax. 
Action  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  if  the  said 

ooUeotor     coH^ctor  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  and  execute  what  is  enjoined 
for  refusal  on  him  by  this  act  he  shall  be  subject  to  an  action  upon  the  case  at 
tocoiieot    ^^  gy-^  q£  ^^  party  aggrieved;  in  which  action  the  defendant  shall  be 
held  to  bail  and  shall  be  allowed  no  essoin  or  protection  and  but  one 
imparlance  and  if  the  plaintif  or  plaintifs  recover  he  she  or  they  shall 
recover  treble  damages  with  costs. 
Misde  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority   aforesaid  That  if  any  or 

Sroflft-*^      either  of  the  said  justices  of  the  peace,  supervisor  or  assessors   shall 
cere  Darned  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  and  do  what  is  enjoined  upon  them  or  any 
to  act?**     or  either  of  them  by  this  act,  be  or  they  so  offending   shall  be  liable  to 
be  indicted  for  a  misdemeanor  besides  being  subject  to  an  action  at  the 
suit  of  the  party  aggrieved  in  the  same  manner  as  the  collector,  who 
shall  not  perform  the  duties  enjoined  upon  him  by  this  act  is  made 
liable. 
If  cDods         And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  if  any  of  the 
efed  after  g^o^s  and  chattels  of  which  any  person  or  persons  shall  have  been 
payroenta,  robbed  and  for  which  the  party  robbed  shall  have  received  satisfaction 
^°Boid!      by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  at  any  time  afterwards  be  discovered  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  any  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  county  where  such 
goods  and  chattels  are  discovered,  to  seize  and  sell  the  same  at  public 
vendue,  paying  the   amount   thereof,  after  deducting  the  reasonable 
charges,  into  the  treasury  of  this  State. 
Time  act        And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  this  act  shall 
JJJie°n**      continue  in  force  until  forty  days  after  the  first  day  of  the  next  meeting 
force.         of  a  quorum  of  the  legislature. 
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CHAP.  20. 

AN  ACT  further  to  adjourn  the  supreme  court  of  this  State. 

Passed  the  15th  of  October,  1779. 

Whereas  the  supreme  court  of  this  State  stands  adjourned  until  the  Preamble, 
third  Tuesday  in  this  instant  month  of  October.  And  whereas  it  is  nec- 
essary in  order  to  prevent  the  inconveniencies  which  would  result  from 
a  failure  of  the  attendance  of  a  quorum  of  the  council  of  revision  at 
this  present  session  of  the  legislature  that  an  adjournment  be  made  of 
the  next  ensuing  term. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  repre-  Supreme 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  J?^ed  ' 
the  same,  That  the  said  supreme  court  shall  be  and  is  accordingly  hereby  Ji[{jJJ]J® 
farther  adjourned  until  the  first  Tuesday  in  November  next ;  and  all  pro- 
cesses returnable  in  the  said  court  are  hereby  accordingly  further  con- 
tinued until  the  said  first  Tuesday  in  November  next;  and  all  persons 
bound  by  recognizance  to  appear  in  the  said  court  shall  by  virture  of  sugh 
recognizances  respectively  be  bound  to  appear  in  the  said  supreme  court 
on  the  said  first  Tuesday  in  November  next.     And  that  the  continuance 
of  the  said  term  according  to  the  said  adjournment  to  begin  on  the  said 
first  Tuesday  in  November  next  shall  be  of  the  same  duration  from  the 
said  first  Tuesday  in  November  as  the  continuance  of  the  term  would 
have  been  from  the  third  Tuesday  of  October  instant  had  not  the  said 
adjournment  hereby  been  made. 


CHAP.  21. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  an  act,  to  prevent  the  ex- 
portation of  flour  meal  and  grain  out  of  this  State. 

Passed  the  20th  of  October,  1779. 

For  authorizing  the  exportation  of  flour  and  wheat  out  of  this  State, 
in  order  to  procure  salt  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  thereof. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  S^ate  of  New  York,  represented  in  Loyal 
Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  Jj^^^JJ 
That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful,  flour,  etc. 
for  any  inhabitant  of  this  State,  of  good  repute  and  known  attachment 
to  the  liberties  and  independence  of  these  United  States,  and  to  be  ap- 
proved of  by  the  supervisor  of  the  ward,  town,  manor,  district  or  pre- 
cinct, wherein  such  inhabitant  shall  actually  reside,  to  export  flour  and 
wheat  out  of  the  State,  to  be  bartered  or  exchanged  for,  or  sold  for  the 
purchase  of  salt,  for  the  necessary  use  and  consumption  of  his  own  fam- 
ily, and  any  other  families,  inhabiting  in  the  ward,  town,  manor  district 
or  precinc^  wherein  he  shall  reside; 

Provided  always  that  before  such  exportation  such  inhabitant  shall  Account 
render  an  account  of  the  quantity  of  flour  or  wheat  intended  to  be  ex-  de^^**" 
ported  by  him,  of  the  several  persons  to  whom  the  same  shall  belong, 
and  of  the  quantity  of  salt,  which  he  doth  conceive  necessary  for  the 
consumption  of  the  respective  families  of  the  said  several  persons ;  and  Oath  to  be 
shall  by  affidavit  on  oath,  or  if  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  by  affirma-      *"' 
tion,  in  writing,  to  be  subscribed  by  the  party  making  the  same,  swear  or 
affirm,  as  follows  towit 
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Form  of         I  do  Solemnly  and  sincerely  swear  in  the  presence  of 

Almighty  God,  (or  declare  and  affirm,  as  the  case  may  be),  that  I  will  not 
directly,  or  indirectly,  under  colour  or  by  pretext  of  the  license  to  be 
granted  to  me  this  day,  export,  or  cause  to  be  exported,  any  greater  quan- 
tity of  flour  or  wheat  out  of  this  State,  than  shall  be  expressed  in  such 
license;  and  that  I  will  not  barter  the  said  flour  or  wheat  or  any  part 
thereof,  for  any  other  articles  or  commodities  than  salt,  or  dispose  of,  or 
apply  the  monies  arising  by  the  sale  thereof,  to  any  use  or  purpose  what- 
soever, other  than  the  procuring  of  salt;  and  that  I  will  not  import  any 
of  the  salt  to  be  procured  by  me  either  in  exchange  for  the  said  flour 
or  wheat,  or  with  the  monies  arising  from  the  sale  thereof  into  this  State 
for  barter  or  sale,  but  only  for  the  private  consumption  of  the  several 
families  mentioned  in  the  account  now  rendered  by  me,  which  oath  or 
Supervisor  affirmation  the  said  supervisor  is  hereby  empowered  and  required  to 
later  oath   administer,  and  also  safely  to  keep  the  said  account  and  affidavit  or 
UceiSe!"*    affirmation;  and  upon  the  taking  of  the  said  affidavit  or  affirmation,  shall 
grant  a  written  license  under  his  hand  to  such  person  for  exporting 
the  quantity  of  flour  or  wheat  in  the  said  account  contained,  or  such 
part  thereof,  as  the  said  supervisor  may  deem  requisite  for  the  purpose 
of  procuring  such  quantity  of  salt  as  he  may  deem  necessary  for  the  use 
of  the  families  in  the  said  account  mentioned:   Which  license  shall  pro- 
tect the  quantity  of  flour  or  wheat  therein  mentioned,  and  the  person 
licensed  thereby,  to  export  the  same,  from  all  seizures,  penalties  and  for- 
feitures, mentioned  and  directed  in  and  by  the  said  above  mentioned 
law,  any  thing  therein  contained  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  not- 
withstanding. 
SuperviBor      And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^   That  every 
oat?.  *       supervisor  before  he  shall  grant  any  such  license  as  afopesaid,  shall  take 
the  following  oath,  before  some  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  county,  towit 
Form  of.        I  do  solemnly  swear,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  well, 

faithfully  and  truly,  to  perform  fulfil  and  execute  the  powers  and  authori- 
ties vested  in  me  by  a  law  entitled  An  act,  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
An  act,  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  flour  meal  and  grain  out  of  this 
State,  so  help  me  God.  Which  oath,  shall  also  be  reduced  to  writing 
signed  by  the  party  making,  and  carefully  kept  by  the  justice  adminis- 
tring  the  same. 
S[ih°pe?-^  ^^  ^^  '^  f^^^^^r  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any 
Jury.  person  shall  be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  either  of  the  above  mentioned  oaths, 

or  affirmation  he  shall  incur  the  pains  and  penalties  to  be  inflicted  by 
law  in  cases  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury. 

And  whereas  in  and  by  the  fifth  enacting  clause  of  the  said  law,  it  is 
not  declared  by  whom  the  forfeitures  and  penalties  mentioned  therein^ 
shall  be  sued  for  or  recovered,  nor  how  applied. 
P^aitlea,  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  the  said 
to  iicoTer.  forfeitures  and  penalties,  heretofore  accrued  or  hereafter  to  accrue,  shall 
severally  and  respectively  be  sued  for,  and  recovered  by  any  person  or 
persons,  who  will  sue  and  prosecute  for  the  same  respectively ;  and  when 
recovered,  shall  severally  and  respectively  be  applied  as  follows,  that 
is  to  say,  one  moiety  thereof,  severally  and  respectively  to  the  use  of  the 
person  or  persons  suing  for  the  same,  respectively,  and  the  other  moiety 
thereof,  shall  by  him  or  them  be  respectively  paid  into  the  treasury  of 
this  State. 
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CHAP.  22. 

AN  ACT  for  allowing  certain  gratuities  to  the  families  of  the 
Continental  troops  raised  within  this  State. 

Passed  the  20th  of  October,  1779. 

In  order  as  far  as  the  present  ability  of  the  State  will  permit  to  pro- 
vide for  the  families  of  the  Continental  troops  raised  within  this  State. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  tJie  State  of  New  York^  represented  in  Commlasa^ 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  J^^fJ^ 
That  Elbert  Willet  gf  the  county  of  Albany  gentleman,  Daniel  Graham  moneys 
of  the  county  of  Ulster  Esquire,  Samuel  Haight  of  the  county  of  West  fiegoYcon- 
Chester  Esquire,  William  Holly  of  the  county  of  Orange  gentleman,  tinentai 
Samuel  Dodge  of  the  county  of  Dutchess  Esquire,  Peter  S  Deygart    ^^' 
of  the  county  of  Tryon  Esquire  and  John  Rowan  of  the  county  of 
Charlotte  Esquire,  be  and  they  are  hereby  severally  appointed  commis- 
saries for  the  several  counties  in  which  they  respectively  reside,  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  the  monies  herein  after  mentioned  out  of  the  treas- 
ury of  this  State,  and  paying  the  same  to  the  families  aforesaid. 

That  the  said  commissaries  shall  severally  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  Account 
be  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  obtain  and  make  out  an  account  of  the  ^^^ 
number  of  the  families  of  the  Continental  troops  raised  within  this  State, 
(including  not  only  the  five  battalions  raised  under  the  direction  of  this 
State,  but  also  the  dragoons,  artillery  and  other  corps  credited  to  this 
State)  and  of  the  number  of  persons  in  each  respective  family  actually 
resident  within  the  county  for  which  such  commissary  is  appointed, 
and  who  shall  obtain  a  certificate  from  the  supervisor  of,  or  a  justice  of 
the  peace  residing  within  the  ward  town  manor  district  or  precinct  within 
which  such  families  shall  be  respectively  resident,  certifying  that  such 
families  respectively  are  necessitous  and  stand  in  need  of  relief.     That  After 
as  soon  as  such  account  shall  be  so  made  out  and  inspected  and  approved  fiJ^j^^JJ^^ 
by  two  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  it  shall  by  the  commissary  etc.  state 
making  out  the  same  be  transmitted  to  the  treasurer  of  this  State,  who  to^maki?^ 
shall  thereupon  pay  to  the  said  commissary  or  his  order,  out  of  any  monies  £f  JJJ^^g, 
which  may  then  be,  or  afterwards  come  into  the  treasury,  at  and  after  saries. 
the  rate  of  thirty  dollars  for  each  and  every  person  mentioned  in  such 
account ;  and  that  the  said  commissary  shall  immediately  after  he  shall 
have  received  the  said  monies  pay  or  cause  the  same  to  be  paid  to  the 
said  several  persons  mentioned  in  such  account,  or  to  some  other  person 
or  persons  in  their  behalf  respectively,  at  and  after  the  rate  aforesaid; 
and  that  the  said  commissaries  shall  respectively  be  allowed  and  paid 
such  sum  for  their  respective  services  and  expences  in  executing  the 
business  hereby  committed  to  them,  as  by  the  supervisors  of  the  county, 
shall  be  deemed  reasonable  and  adequate;  and  the  same  shall  be  allowed 
and  paid  as  the  contingent  charges  of  the  county  are  allowed  and  paid. 
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CHAP.  23. 


Preamble 
as  to  com- 
mittees to 
Inquire 
into  con- 
duct of 
commis- 
sioners 
named. 


Powers 
▼eetedin 
com- 
mittees. 


Penalty 
for  ref  us- 
Inijrto 
appear 


AN  ACT  granting  certain  powers  to  the  joint  committees  of  both 
houses  of  the  legislature  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  conduct 
of  the  commissioners  of  sequestration  within  this  State,  and 
for  staying  all  proceedings  at  law  against  the  said  commis- 
sioners. 

Passed  the  21st  of  October  1779. 

Whereas  both  houses  of  the  legislature  have  by  concurrent  resolu- 
tions passed  at  this  present  meeting  appointed  two  several  joint  com- 
mittees consisting  each  of  one  member  of  the  senate  and  two  members 
of  the  assembly  to  enquire,  during  the  recess  of  the  legislature,  the  one 
committee  into  the  conduct  of  the  commissioners  of  sequestration  in 
the  counties  of  Albany,  Charlotte  and  Tryon  respectively,  and  the  other 
into  the  conduct  of  the  commissioners  of  sequestration  in  the  pounties 
of  Ulster  Orange  Dutchess  and  Westchester  respectively,  and  to  re- 
port to  the  legislature  at  their  next  meeting,  as  by  the  said  resolutions 
on  the  journals  of  the  senate  and  assembly  may  more  fully  appear  re- 
lation being  thereunto  had. 

To  the  end  therefore  that  the  said  committee  may  be  the  better 
enabled  to  make  such  enquiries. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  S^ate  of  New  York^  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  th^  authority  of  the  same, 
That  the  said  several  committees,  and  a  majority  of  each  respectively, 
shall  within  the  several  counties  wherein  they  are  respectively  appointed 
to  make  enquiry  as  aforesaid,  be  vested  with  the  following  powers  and 
authorities,  that  is  to  say, 

By  writing  under  their  h£uids  to  summon  the  said  commissioners  or 
any  or  either  of  them  to  appear  before  them,  at  such  time  and  at  such 
place  within  the  limits  for  which  the  said  commissioners  shall  have  been 
appointed  as  the  said  committee  shall  from  time  to  time  think  proper — 
To  cause  the  said  commissioners,  and  each  of  them,  to  produce  and  lay 
his  or  their  accounts,  vouchers  and  proceedings  before  them,  for  their 
inspection  or  examination  —  To  summon  in  like  manner  any  person  or 
persons  to  appear  before  them  at  such  time  and  place  as  they  shall 
appoint  and  when  so  appearing  to  declare  on  oath,  or  if  of  the  people 
called  Quakers  on  affirmation,  (and  which  oath  or  affirmation  the  said 
committees  and  a  majority  of  each  respectively  are  hereby  authorized 
to  administer)  whatever  such  persons  may  respectively  know  touching 
or  concerning  the  conduct  or  proceedings  of  the  said  commissioners,  or 
any  or  either  of  them,  and  to  produce  and  lay  before  the  said  commit- 
tees respectively  all  papers,  in  the  custody  or  possession  of  the  said  per- 
sons respectively,  relative  to  the  conduct  or  proceedings  of  the  said  com- 
missioners, or  any  or  either  of  them.  And  that  the  powers  and  authori- 
ties hereby  granted  to  the  said  several  committees  shall  be  exercised  by 
them  respectively  until  they  shall  respectively  report  to  the  legislature, 
notwithstanding  they  may  not  respectively  report  to  the  legislature  at 
their  next  meeting,  and  notwithstanding  any  other  person  or  persons 
may  be  appointed  of  the  said  committees  respectively,  in  the  stead  of 
any  or  either  of  the  persons  so  appointed  as  above  recited. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  each  and 
every  person  being  a  commissioner  as  aforesaid,  and  each  and  every 
other  person  not  being  such  commissioner,  who  shall  upon  being  so 
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summoned  neglect  or  refuse  to  appear  before  the  said  committees  re-  gnd  pro- 
pectively,  or  appearing  shall  refuse  to  produce  and  lay  before  the  said  papin, 
committees  respectively  such  accounts  papers  and  proceedings  as  are  ®^ 
above  mentioned,  or  if  such  other  person  or  persons  so  appearing  shall 
person  so  declare  upon  oath  or  affirmation  as  aforesaid,  each  and  every 
hundred  oflfending,  shall  for  every  such  offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  four 
refuse  to  pounds,  to  the  people  of  this  State,  to  be  recovered  with  costs, 
in  an  action  of  debt,  in  the  name  of  the  treasurer  of  this  State. 

And  whereas  until  the  said  several  committees  shall  have  made  report  Proviso  ns 
to  the  legislature,  and  a  proper  mode  of  relief  can  be  devised  for  per-  uoSs?*^" 
sons  who  may  have  sustained  damage  by  reason  of  such  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of   the   said  commissioners   as   may  not   have  been  strictly 
conformable  to  law,  it  is  necessary  for  the  peace  of  the  State,  that  all 
prosecutions  against  the  said  commissioners  should  be  stayed. 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^    That  no  Suits  not 
suit  or  action  shall  before  the  first  day  of  January  which  will  be  in  the  bro^ht. 
year  of   our   Lord  one  thousand   seven  hundred   and  eighty  one  be 
commenced  or  prosecuted  against  any  person  appointed  a  commissioner 
as  aforesaid  for,  by  reason  or  upon  account  of,  any  act  matter  or  thing 
heretofore  done  or  committed  by  such  person,  in  his  capacity  of  com- 
missioner as  aforesaid ;  and  that  the  person  or  persons  against  whom  Plead  in 
such  suit  or  action  shall  be  commenced  or  prosecuted,  may  plead  this  J^^ 
act  in  abatement  of  the  same. 


CHAP.  24. 

AN  ACT  to  empower  the  congress  of  the  United  States  of 
America  to  determine  all  controversies  relative  to  certain 
lands  in  the  counties  of  Cumberland  Gloucester,  Charlotte  and 
Albany,  commonly  called  the  New  Hampshire 'Grants. 

Passed  the  21st  of  October,  1779. 

Whereas  controversies  have  heretofore  subsisted  respecting  a  certain  Preamble, 
district  of  country  on  both  sides  of  Connecticut  river,  commonly  called 
the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  involving  in  some  instances  the  right  of 
soil,  and  in  others  both  the  right  of  soil  and  jurisdiction. 

And  whereas  this  State  comprehends  within  its  just  and  ancient  limits, 
all  that  part  of  the  said  district  which  lies  on  the  west  side  of  the  said 
river,  and  its  rightful  jurisdiction  over  the  same,  was  fully  confirmed  by 
the  authority  of  the  king  and  privy  council  of  Great  Britain,  then  having  the 
sole  cognizance  in  such  cases,  in  the  dernier  resort,  by  two  certain 
adjudications  the  one  in  a  controversy  between  the  governments  of 
New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts  Bay  respecting  the  northern  boun- 
dary of  the  latter,  on  an  appeal  by  both  parties  from  a  decision  of  com- 
missioners appointed  to  hear  and  determine  the  said  controversy,  in 
virtue  of  a  commission  under  the  great  seal  of  Great  Britain,  bearing 
date  on  or  about  the  third  day  of  April  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty  seven;  And  the  other  in  a  con- 
troversy between  the  governments  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York, 
respecting  the  western  boundary  of  the  former,  and  the  eastern  boun- 
dary of  the  latter,  which  came  judicially  before  the  said  king  and  privy 
council,  by  the  authoritative  acts  of  the  governor  and  council  of  each, 
22 
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and  by  their  mutual  agreement  and  consent,  the  said  last  mentioned 
adjudication  having  been  pronounced  on  the  twentieth  day  of  July  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  four,  and 
afterwards  duly  published. 

Ibid.  And  whereas  the  former  government  of  this  State  in  the  rightful  exer- 

cise of  their  jurisdiction  established  the  said  district  last  described  into 
counties  by  the  names  of  Cumberland  Gloucester  Charlotte  and  Albany, 
and  granted  to  its  inhabitants  and  others  considerable  tracts  thereof. 

And  whereas  the  animosities  occasioned  by  the  said  controversies  have 
notwithstanding  the  said  final  adjudications  again  revived,  and  have 
lately  proceeded  so  far,  and  risen  so  high,  as  to  endanger  the  internal 
peace  of  the  United  States,  which  renders  it  indispensible  for  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States  of  America  to  interpose  for  the  restoration 
of  quiet  and  good  order;  and  divers  applications  have  been  made  to 
them  as  well  on  the  part  of  this  State,  as  of  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire for  that  salutary  purpose. 

Ibid,  And  whereas  congress  have  accordingly  made  and  published  a  certain 

act  bearing  date  on  the  twenty  fourth  day  of  September  last,  among 
other  things  seting  forth,  that  one  of  the  great  objects  of  the  Union  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  is  the  mutual  protection  and  security  of 
their  respective  rights.  That  it  is  of  the  last  importance  to  the  said 
Union  that  all  causes  of  jealousy  and  discontent  between  the  said 
States  should  be  removed,  and  therefore  that  their  several  boundaries 
and  jurisdictions  should  be  ascertained  and  settled;  That  disputes  at 
present  subsist  between  the  States  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  New  Hamp- 
shire and  New  York  on  the  one  part,  and  the  people  of  the  said  dis- 
trict called  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  on  the  other  which  people  deny 
the  jurisdiction  of  each  of  the  said  States  over  the  said  district, 
and  each  of  the  said  States  claim  the  said  district  against  each  other,  as 
well  as  against  the  said  people,  as  appertaining  in  the  whole  or  in  part  to 
them  respectively;  It  is  therefore  in  and  by  the  said  act,  among  other 
things,  resolved  unanimously  that  it  be  and  it  hereby  is  most  earnestly  re- 
commended to  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay  and 
New  York,  forthwith  to  pass  laws  expressly  authorizing  congress,  to  hear 
and  determine  all  differences  between  them  relative  to  their  respective 
boundaries,  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  articles  of  confederation,  so 
that  congress  may  proceed  thereon  by  the  first  day  of  February  next  at 
farthest:  And  further  that  the  said  States  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  New 
Hampshire  and  New  York  do  by  express  laws  for  that  purpose  refer  to 
the  decision  of  congress  all  differences  or  disputes  relative  to  jurisdic- 
tion, which  they  may  respectively  have  with  the  people  of  the  district 
aforesaid,  so  that  congress  may  proceed  thereon  on  the  said  first  day  of 
February  next;  and  also  to  authorize  congress  to  proceed  to  hear  and 
determine  all  disputes  subsisting  between  the  grantees  of  the  several 
States  aforesaid  with  each  other  or  with  either  of  the  said  States  re- 
specting title  to  lands  lying  in  the  said  district  to  be  heard  and  de- 
termined in  the  mode  prescribed  for  such  cases  by  the  articles  of  con- 
federation aforesaid ;  and  further  to  provide  that  no  advantage  be  taken 
of  the  non  performance  of  the  conditions  of  any  of  the  grants  of  the 
said  lands,  but  that  further  reasonable  time  be  allowed  for  fulfilling 
such  conditions:  And  it  is  thereby  further  unanimously  resolved,  that 
congress  will  and  thereby  do  pledge  their  faith  to  carry  into  execution 
and  support  their  decisions  and  determinations  in  the  premises  in  favour 
of  which  soever  of  the  parties  the  same  may  be,  to  the  end,  that  perma- 
nent concord  and  harmony  may  be  established  between  them,  and  all 
cause  of  uneasiness  be  removed.     And  *  that  congress  will  on  the  said 
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first  day  of  February  next,  proceed  without  delay  to  hear  and  examine 
into  the  disputes  and  differences  relative  to  jurisdiction  aforesaid  be- 
tween the  said  three  States  respectively,  or  such  of  them  as  shall  pass  the 
laws  before  mentioned  on  the  one  part  and  the  people  of  the  district 
aforesaid  who  claim  to  be  a  separate  jurisdiction  on  the  other;  and 
after  a  full  and  fair  hearing,  will  decide  and  determine  the  same  accord- 
ing to  equity;  and  that  neither  of  the  said  States  shall  vote  on  any  ques- 
tion relative  to  the  decision  thereof.  And  congress  do  thereby  pledge 
their  faith  to  execute  and  support  their  decisions  and  determinations  in 
the  premises  (as  by  the  said  act  remaining  among  the  records  of  con- 
gress will  more  fully  appear  reference  thereunto  being  had) 

To  the  end  therefore  that  the  said  controversies  may  be  finally  extin- 
guished and  the  tranquility  of  the  said  district  be  thereby  restored,  and 
harmony  between  this  State  and  the  States  claiming  the  said  district  be 
established  on  a  permanent  foundation,  agreeable  to  the  provisions  of 
congress  in  the  premises. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in  Coogress 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  £*,f^^®'®''" 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  congress  of  the  United  differences 
States  of  America,  and  the  said  congress  are  hereby  fully  authorized  and  stliSSf'* 
empowered  to  hear  and  determine  all  differences  and  disputes  between 
this  State  on  the  one  part,  and  the  States  of  Massachusetts  Bay  and  New 
Hampshire  respectively  on  the  other  part,  relative  to  their  respective 
boundaries,  so  in  controversy,  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  articles  of 
confederation  of  the  United  States  of  Ajnerica.  And  that  such  determin- 
ation being  duly  made  and  published  agreeable  to  the  purport  of  the  said 
act  of  congress,  and  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  articles  of 
confederation  shall  forever  thereafter  be  final  and  conclusive  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and  To  settle 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  2? jurist 
and  they  are  hereby  fully  authorized  and  empowered,  either  by  them-  diction, 
selves  or  by  a  court  to  be  instituted  according  to  the  mode  prescribed 
by  the  articles  of  confederation  of  the  United  States,  (in  cases  of  dis- 
puted jurisdictions  between  different  States)  to  examine  into,  hear  and 
finally  determine  all  differences  or  disputes  relative   to  jurisdiction, 
between  this  State,  and  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  said 
district  which  lies  on  the  west  side  of  Connecticut  river,  as  deny  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  State  over  tlie  same.     And  the  said  determination 
being  duly  made  and  published  according  to  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  the  said  act  of  congress,  shall  be  and  remain  final  and  conclusive 
against  this  State  forever. 

And  be   it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  To  deter, 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  congress  of  the  said  United  States  of  disputes 
America,  and  they  are  hereby    authorized  and  empowered  either  by  betw^n 
themselves  or  by  commissioners  or  judges  to  be  appointed  in  the  mode  oUhe** 
prescribed  by  the  ninth  article  of  the  confederation  aforesaid  to  exam-  nJjJSd. 
me  into  hear  and  finally  determine  all  disputes  and  controversies  de- 
pending between  the  grantees  of  this  State,  and  the  grantees  of  the 
States  of  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts  Bay  respectively,  or  be- 
tween this  State  and  the  grantees  of  the  said  States  of  New  Hampshire 
and  Massachusetts  Bay  respectively,  concerning  title  to  lands  within  the 
said  district:   And  the  said  determinations  being  accordingly  duly  made, 
and  published,  shall  be  final  and  conclusive  against  this  State,  and  all 
persons  claiming  under  the  same  or  the  former  government  thereof 
forever. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  no  advantage 
shall  be  taken  in  law  or  equity,  against  any  of  the  grantees  of  land 
within  the  said  district  or  their  heirs  or  assigns  for  the  nonperformance 
of  any  of  the  conditions  of  their  respective  grants;  But  all  such  grantees 
respectively  and  their  heirs  and  assigns  shall  be  allowed  ten  years  after 
the  determination  of  the  said  controversy,  for  fulfilling  such  conditions^ 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  delegates 
of  this  State  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  for  the 
time  being,  or  any  two  of  them,  be  and  they  are  hereby  nominated  and 
appointed  lawful  agents  to  represent  and  act  for  this  State  in  all  mat- 
ters and  things  required  to  be  done  by  the  articles  of  confederation 
aforesaid  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States  or  elsewhere,  in  cases 
where  two  or  more  States  are  in  controversy  concerning  boundary 
jurisdiction  or  other  cause,  with  full  power  and  authority  to  conduct 
and  manage  the  said  controversies  in  behalf  of  this  State.  And  they  are 
hereby  further  authorized  to  pledge  the  faith  of  this  State  for  the  pay- 
ment of  all  such  expences  as  they  shall  judge  to  be  necessary  for -bring- 
ing the  said  controversies  to  a  final  determination. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  Honorable 
James  Duane  and  John  Morin  Scott  Esquires  and  Egbert  Benson  • 
Esquire,  be  and  they  are  hereby  nominated  and  appointed  commis- 
sioners to  collect  and  procure  evidence  vouchers  and  materials  for 
manifesting  and  maintaining  the  boundaries  and  jurisdiction  of  this  State, 
and  the  rights  of  the  grantees  under  the  same  which  are  drawn  into 
question  in  the  manner  aforesaid.  And  the  treasurer  of  this  State  is 
hereby  authorized  to  advance  to  the  said  commissioners  or  any  two  of 
them  on  their  receipt  such  sums  as  they  shall  require  to  defray  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  trust  hereby  reposed  in  them,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  pounds,  for  which  they  shall  be  accountable  to  the  legislature. 
And  for  their  services  provision  shall  be  made  by  some  future  act  or 
acts  of  the  legislature  to  be  passed  in  this  behalf.  Provided  that  the 
compliance  on  the  part  of  this  State  with  the  above  recommendations 
of  congress  in  passing  this  act,  or  the  submission  hereby  made  to  con- 
gress finally  to  decide  and  determine  in  manner  herein  before  particu- 
larly specified,  shall  not  be  construed  to  imply  that  the  boundaries  and 
jurisdiction  between  this  State  and  the  States  of  Massachusetts  Bay  and 
New  Hampshire  respectively,  have  not  been  heretofore  finally  settled 
determined  and  established  by  legal  and  competent  authority;  and  that 
the  agents  of  this  State  may  on  the  hearing  of  the  said  controversies,  or 
either  of  them,  insist  upon  such  final  settlement  establishment  and  de- 
termination, as  evidence  of  the  right  of  this  State,  both  as  to  jurisdiction 
and  right  of  soil. 

Provided  always  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained,  shall  be  construed 
to  operate  in  any  manner  to  render  the  said  articles  of  confederation 
more  obligatory  on  this  State,  that  the  same  are  made  by  a  certain  law 
of  this  State  entitled,  "  An  act  of  accession  to  and  approbation  of  cer- 
tain proposed  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  between  the 
United  States  of  America  and  to  authorize  the  delegates  of  the  State  of 
New  York  to  ratify  the  same  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  this  State  in  the 
congress  of  the  said  United  States. 
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CHAP.  25. 

AN  ACT,  for  the  forfeiture  and  sale  of  the  estates  of  persons 
who  have  adhered  to  the  enemies  of  this  State,  and  for  declar- 
ing the  sovereignty  of  the  people  of  this  State  in  respect  to  all 
property  within  the  same. 

Passed  the  221I  of  October,  1779. 

Whereas  during  the  present  unjust  and  cruel  war  waged  by  the  Preamble, 
king  of  Great  Britain  against  this  State,  and  the  other  United  States  of 
America,  divers  persons  holding  or  claiming  property  within  this  State 
have  voluntarily  been  adherent  to  the  said  king  his  fleets  and  armies, 
enemies  to  this  State  and  the  said  other  United  States,  with  intent  to 
subvert  the  government  and  liberties  of  this  State  and  the  said  other 
United  States,  and  to  bring  the  same  in  subjection  to  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain  by  reason  whereof  the  said  persons  have  severallly  justly 
forfeited  all  right  to  the  protection  of  this  State  and  to  the  benefit  of 
the  laws  under  which  said  property  is  held  or  claimed 

And  whereas  the  public  justice  and  safety  of  this  State  absolutely 
require  that  the  most  notorious  offenders  should.be  immediately  hereby 
convicted  and  attainted  of  the  oflfence  aforesaid  in  order  to  work  a  for- 
feiture of  their  respective  estates  and  vest  the  same  in  the  people  of 
this  State-  And  whereas  the  Constitution  of  this  State  hath  authorized 
the  legislature  to  pass  acts  of  attainder,  for  crimes  committed  before 
the  termination  of  the  present  war. 

I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre-  Persons 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  tJie  authority  of  S? treason. 
the  same.  That,  John  Murray  earl  of  Dunmore  formerly  governor  of  the 
colony  of  New  York,  William  Tryon  Esquire  late  governor  of  the  said 
colony,  John  Watts,  Oliver  DeLancey,  Hugh  Wallace,  Henry  White, 
John  Harris  Cruger,  William  Axtell  and  Roger  Morris  Esquires  late 
members  of  the  council  of  the  said  colony;  George  Duncan  Ludlow  and 
Thomas  Jones,  late  justices  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  said  colony,  John 
Tabor  Kiempe,  late  attorney  general  of  the  said  colony,  William  Bay- 
ard Robert  Bayard  and  James  DeLancey  now  or  late  of  the  city  of 
New  York  Esquires  David  Matthews,  late  mayor  of  the  said  city,  James 
Jauncey,  George  Foliot,  Thomas  White,  William  McAdam,  Isaac  Low, 
Miles  Sherbrooke,  Alexander  Wallace  and  John  Wetherhead,  now  or 
late  of  the  said  city  merchants,  Charles  Inglis  of  the  said  city,  clerk 
and  Margaret  his  wife ;  Sir  John  Johnson  late  of  the  county  of  Tryon, 
knight  and  baronet,  Guy  Johnson,  Daniel  Glaus  and  John  Butler  now 
or  late  of  the  said  county,  Esquires  and  John  Joost  Herkemer,  now  or 
late  of  the  said  county  yeoman,  Frederick  Philipse  and  James  DeLan- 
cey now  or  late  of  the  county  of  Westchester  Esquires,  Frederick  Phil- 
ipse (son  of  Frederick)  now  or  late  of  the  said  county  gentleman,  Da- 
vid Golden  Daniel  Kissam  the  elder,  and  Gabriel  Ludlow  now  or  late 
of  Queens  county  Esquires,  Philip  Skeene,  now  or  late  of  the  county 
of  Charlotte  Esquire;  and  Andrew  P.  Skeene  son  of  the  said  Philip  Skeene 
and  late  of  Charlotte  county  Benjamin  Seaman  and  Christopher  Billop, 
now  or  late  of  the  county  of  Richmond  Esquires,  Beverly  Robinson, 
Beverly  Robinson  the  younger  and  Malcom  Morrison  now  or  late  of  the 
county  of  Dutchess  Esquires,  John  Kane  now  or  late  of  the  said  county, 
gentleman,  Abraham  C.  Cuyler  now  or  late  of  the  county  of  Albany 
Esquire,  Robert  Leake,  Edward  Jessup  and  Ebenezer  Jessup  now  or  late 
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of  the  said  county  gentlemen,  and  Peter  Dubois  and  Thomas  H.  Bar- 
clay now  or  late  of  the  county  of  Ulster  Esquires,  Susannah  Robin- 
son, wife  to  the  said  Beverly  Robinson  and  Mary  Morris  wife  to  the 
said  Roger  Morris,  John  Rapalje  of  Kings  county  Esquire;  George 
Muirson,  Richard  Floyd  and  Parker  Wickham  of  Suffolk  county  Es- 
quires, Henry  Lloyd  the  elder  late  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay 
merchant  and  Sir  Henry  Clinton  knight  be  and  each  of  them  are 
hereby  severally  declared  to  be  ipso  facto  convicted  and  attainted  of 
the  offence  aforesaid,  and  that  all  and  singular  the  estate  both  real  and 
personal  held  or  claimed  by  them  the  said  persons  severally  and  re- 
spectively, whether  in  possession,  reversion  or  remainder,  within  this 
State,  on  the  day  of  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  be  and  hereby  is  de- 
clared to  be  forfeited  to,  and  vested  in  the  people  of  this  State. 

n.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said 
several  persons  hereinbefore  particularly  named  shall  be  and  hereby  are 
declared  to  be  forever  banished  from  this  State,  and  each  and  every  of 
them  who  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  be  found  in  any  part  of  this 
State,  shall  be  and  are  hereby  adjudged  and  declared  guilty  of  felony, 
and  shall  suffer  death  as  in  cases  of  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy. 

And  to  the  end  That  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  convictions  and  attain- 
der for  the  offence  aforesaid  may  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  be  had 
against  other  offenders  than  those  hereinbefore  particularly  named, 

III.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  grand  jurors  at  any  supreme  court  of  judicature 
to  be  held  for  this  State,  or  at  any  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  gen- 
eral gaol  delivery  or  general  or  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  to  be 
held  in  and  for  any  county  of  this  State,  whenever  it  shall  appear  to 
such  grind  jurors  by  the  oath  of  one  or  more  credible  witness  or  wit- 
nesses, that  any  person  or  persons,  whether  in  full  life  or  deceased,  gen- 
erally reputed,  if  in  full  life  to  hold  or  claim,  or  if  deceased,  to  have 
held  or  claimed  at  the  time  of  their  death  respectively,  real  or  personal 
estate  within  this  State,  hath  or  have  been  guilty  of^  the  offence  afore- 
said, to  prefer  bills  of  indictment  against  such  persons  as  shall  then  be 
in  full  life  for  such  offence,  and  in  relation  to  the  offence  committed  by 
such  persons  in  their  lives  time  as  shall  then  be  deceased  severally  and 
respectively,  notwithstanding  that  such  offence  may  have  been  com- 
mitted elsewhere  than  in  the  county  for  which  such  grand  jurors  shall 
be  summoned.  That  in  every  indictment  to  be  taken  in  pursuance  of 
this  act,  the  offence  or  offences  shall  be  charged  to  have  been  committed 
in  the  county  where  the  indictment  shall  be  taken,  notwithstanding  such 
offence  or  offences  may  have  been  committed  elsewhere  and  it  shall 
not  be  necessary  to  set  forth  specially  whether  the  several  persons 
charged  in  such  indictment  were  respectively  deceased  or  in  full  life  or 
were  reputed  to  hold  or  claim  real  or  personal  estate  within  this  State. 
And  on  every  such  indictment  shall  be  indorsed  that  the  same  was 
taken  in  pursuance  of  this  act  and  the  day  when  the  same  was  pre- 
ferred into  court. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  th^  authority  aforesaid^  That  when- 
ever and  as  often  as  any  such  indictment  shall  be  taken  against  any 
person  or  persons,  the  sherifs  of  the  respective  counties  where  such 
indictments  shall  be  taken  shall  forthwith  cause  notices  thereof  agree- 
able to  such  form  as  is  herein  after  mentioned  to  be  published  in  one 
or  more  of  the  public  news  papers  within  this  State,  for  at  least  four 
weeks, 

V.  And  be  it  further  encuted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in  every 
case  of  a  neglect  to  appear  and  traverse  agreeable  to  the  sherifs  no- 
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tice,  the  several  persons  charged  in  such  indictment  whether  in  full  life  to  apoeag 
or  deceased  shsdl  respectively  be  and  hereby  are  declared  to  be  and  S?  be* 
shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  the  offences  charged  against  them  respec-  ^"^fg 
tively.  And  the  several  persons  who  shall  in  pursuance  of  this  act 
either  by  reason  of  such  default  in  not  appearing  and  traversing  as 
aforesaid  or  upon  trial  be  convicted  of  the  offence  aforesaid  shall  for- 
feit all  and  singular  the  estate  both  real  and  personal,  whether  in  pos- 
session reversion  or  remainder,  held  or  claimed  by  them  respectively 
within  this  State  to  the  people  of  this  State;  and  judgment  shall  accord- 
ingly be  awarded  in  the  supreme  court  of  this  State  against  the  said 
persons  respectively ;  and  such  forfeitures,  as  well  of  the  estates,  which 
were  at  the  time  of  their  death  respectively  of  persons  deceased,  as  of 
persons  in  full  life,  at  the  time  of  conviction,  shall  be  deemed  to  have 
accrued  and  the  estates  accordingly  attached  to  and  vested  in  the  peo- 
ple of  this  State  as  and  from  the  day  charged  in  each  respective  indict- 
ment most  distant  from  the  day  of  the  taking  thereof, 

Provided  nevertheless  that  where  a  trial  shall  be  had  upon  any  such  Proviso  as 
indictment  the  forfeiture  shall  in  such  case  be  deemed  to  have  accrued,  forfeiture 
from  the  day  to  be  found  by  the  verdict  of  the  jury,  by  which  such  2|®™®^  ^ 
persons  shall  be  respectively  convicted,  most  distant  from  the  day  of  the  accrued, 
taking  of  the  indictment  any  other  day  to  be  charged  in  the  indictment 
notwithstanding.  And  provided  farther  that  the  several  persons  who 
shall  have  been  pardoned  in  pursuance  of  a  declaration  or  ordinance  of 
the  convention  of  this  State,  passed  the  tenth  day  of  May  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  seven  "  offering 
"  free  pardon  to  Such  of  the  subjects  of  the  said  State,  as,  having  com- 
"  mitted  treasonable  acts  against  the  same,  should  return  to  their  allegi- 
"  ance/'  or  inconsequence  of  any  proclamation  or  proclamations  hereto- 
fore issued  by  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  may  respectively  plead  their  pardons  to  indictments  taken 
in  pursuance  of  this  act  in  like  manner  as  they  might  or  could  do,  to 
indictments  for  high  treason  taken  in  the  ordinary  course  of  law.  And 
provided  farther  that  each  and  every  person  who  shall  at  any  time  be- 
fore the  fourth  day  of  April  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  have  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
this  State,  before  the  convention  or  councils  of  safety  of  this  State  or 
before  the  committee  of  the  said  convention  appointed  for  enquiring 
into  detecting  and  defeating  all  conspiracies  which  may  be  formed  in 
this  State  against  the  liberties  of  America,  or  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed for  the  like  purpose,  or  a  county,  district  or  precinct  commit- 
tee shall  and  may  plead  such  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  in  bar  to  any 
indictment  to  be  taken  in  pursuance  of  this  act  for  offences  committed 
before  the  day  on  which  they  respectively  took  such  oath. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  indict-  ^"^^^^^ 
men ts  to  be  from  time  to  time  taken  in  pursuance  of  this  act  at  any  be  returned 
court  of  oyer  and  terminer  or  general  gaol  delivery  or  general  or  quar-  gu^^e 
ter  sessions  of  the  peace  shall  by  the  clerks  of  the  said  courts  respect-  court  for 
ively  be  returned  under  their  respective  hands  and  seals  into  the  su-  ^^^' 
preme  court  of  this  State,  and  shall  be  tried  at  the  bar  of  the  said  court, 

and  upon  the  trial  of  any  such  indictment,  no  greater  number  of  wit- 
nesses shall  be  required  than  are  required  by  law  in  cases  of  felony 
without  benefit  of  clergy. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  sev-  sherifte  to 
eral   sherifs   shall  from  time  to  time  respectively  return  under  their  J^'^ 
hands  and  seals  into  the  supreme  court  of  this  State,  the  several  num-  papers  into 
bers  of  the  news  papers  containing  the  notices  published  by  them  respect-  ^^^*  ^^' 
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ively  there  to  remain  as  records  of  such  notices  until  judgments  shall 
be  had  against  the  several  persons  named  in  such  notices  respectively. 

And  to  the  end  that  in  prosecutions  for  the  offence  aforesaid  in  pur- 
suance of  this  act,  no  advantage  may  be  taken  of  mere  matters  of  form, 
and  that  the  defendants  may  notwithstanding  be  fully  apprized  of  the 
several  matters  charged  against  them  in  order  to  their  defence. 

VIII.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  be 
sufficient  in  all  indictments  to  be  taken  for  the  offence  aforesaid  in  pur- 
suance of  this  act,  to  charge  generally,  that  the  several  persons  therein 
charged  did  on  the  several  days  and  at  the  several  places  therein  men- 
tioned adhere  to  the  enemies  of  this  State,  and  the  grand  jurors  shall 
at  the  time  they  deliver  any  such  indictment  into  court  deliver  into 
court  the  examinations  or  depositions  of  the  witness  or  witnesses,  upon 
whose  testimony  such  indictment  was  found  to  be  filed  in  court  to- 
gether with  the  indictment,  and  the  defendants  shall  respectively  upon 
application  be  entitled  to  copies  of  the  indictments  against  them  re- 
spectively and  of  such  examinations  or  depositions;  and  the  prosecutor 
on  the  part  of  the  State  shall  not  upon  the  trial  be  permitted  to  give 
evidence  of  any  overt  acts  other  than  such  as  shall  be  charged  in  such 
examinations  or  depositions;  and  the  clerks  of  the  several  courts  of 
oyer  and  terminer  and  general  goal  delivery  and  general  or  quarter  ses- 
sions of  the  peace  shall  return  such  examinations  or  depositions  into 
the  supreme  court  in  like  manner  as  is  hereinbefore  directed  with  re- 
spect to  indictments  taken  at  the  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  gen- 
eral goal  delivery,  or  general  or  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace. 
Evidence.  IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  besides  the 
several  matters  by  the  law  of  England  declared  to  be  evidence  and 
overt  acts  of  high  treason  in  adhering  to  the  king's  enemies,  and  which 
are  hereby  declared  to  be  evidence  and  overt  acts  of  high  treason  in 
adhering  to  the  enemies  of  the  people  of  this  State  as  sovereign  thereof, 
the  following  matters  shall  be  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be  evidence 
and  overt  acts  of  adhering  to  the  enemies  of  the  people  of  this  State, 
whereon  and  for  which  persons  may  in  pursuance  of  this  act  be  in- 
dicted and  convicted  for  the  offence  aforesaid,  that  is  to  say,  being  at 
any  time  since  the  ninth  day  of  July  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy  six  (the  day  of  the  declaration  of  the 
independence  of  this  State  within  the  same)  in  any  part  of  the  United 
States,  not  in  the  power  or  possession  of  the  fleets  or  armies  of  the 
king  of  Great  Britain,  and  afterwards  voluntarily  withdrawing  to  any- 
place within  the  power  or  possession  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  his 
fleets  or  armies;  or  being  apprehended  by  order  of  or  authority  from 
the  commander  in  chief  of  the  armies  of  the  said  United  States,  or  of 
or  from  the  provincial  congress,  or  conventions  or  committees  thereof, 
or  councils  of  safety,  of  this  State,  or  the  commissioners  above  men- 
tioned appointed  for  enquiring  into  detecting  and  defeating  all  con- 
spiracies which  may  be  formed  in  this  State  against  the  liberties  of 
America,  or  county,  district  or  precinct  committees  within  this  State,  or 
by  the  supreme  executive  authority  of  this  State,  and  confined  within 
certain  limits  upon  engagements  by  parole  or  otherwise,  not  to  go  be- 
yond such  limits,  and  breaking  such  engagements,  and  voluntarily  escap- 
ing to  any  place  in  the  power  of  the  fleets  or  armies  of  Great  Britain,  or 
being  so  confined  as  aforesaid,  and  afterwards  permitted  by  proper  au- 
thority to  go  to  any  place  in  the  power  of  the  fleets  or  armies  of  Great 
Britain  upon  engagement  to  return  within  a  certain  given  time,  and  not 
returning  within  such  time  but  afterwards  remaining  at  any  place  within 
the  power  or  possession  of  the  fleets  or  armies  of  Great  Britain 
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And  whereas  divers  persons  inhabitants  and  well  affected  subjects  ^J*^  ■• 
of  this  State  at  the  time  of  the  declaration  of  the  independence  thereof,  pemns 
who  had  their  fixed  residence  in  the  southern  district  of  this  State  were  obiSred^to 
obliged  on  the  invasion  of  the  said  district  by  the  enemy  to  fly  before  abandon 
their  superior  force  into  parts  of  this  or  some  other  or  others  of  the  Sto.^*''^* 
said  United  States,  and  some  of  them  having  thereby  abandoned  all  or 
the  greatest  part  of  their  property  were  so  reduced  as  to  have  been  re- 
spectively obliged  through  absolute  necessity  and  the  want  of  sufficient 
habitations  and  the  necessary  means  of  support  and  subsistence  to  re- 
turn to  their  respective  places  of  abode,  and  others  of  them  for  the  same 
cause  having  deserted  their  habitations  and  fled  in  manner  aforesaid 
have  for  particular  reasons  been  permitted  either  by  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  armies  of  the  said  United  States,  or  other  lawful  authority 
in  the  places  to  which  they  respectively  fled  so  returned  within  the  power 
of  the  enemy  where  they  also  severally  still  do  reside. 

X.  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  and  it  is  Thte  aot 
hereby  provided^  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  ^^saoh 
extend  to  or  affect  the  said  persons  severally  and  respectively,  or  any  or  p««oii8. 
either  of  them  except  such  of  them  as  since  his  her  or  their  return  to  any 

place  or  places  within  the  power  of  the  enemy  has  or  have  done  any  act 
or  thing  which  in  judgment  of  law  would  be  construed,  deemed  and  ad- 
judged an  adherence  to  the  enemies  of  this  State  and  high  treason 
against  the  people  thereof,  had  such  person  or  persons  respectively  .vol- 
untarily and  freely  and  without  any  such  cause  as  aforesaid  returned 
within  the  power  of  the  enemy.  In  which  case  such  return  within  the 
power  of  the  enemy  and  such  act  or  thing  as  aforesaid  shall  in  judg- 
ment of  law  be  construed  deemed  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  ad- 
judged an  adherence  to  the  enemies  of  the  people  of  this  State. 

XI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by   the   authority  aforesaid^  and  it  is  Oonviotion 
hereby  provided  Thdit  no  conviction  or  attainder  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  J^t^^Jffeo? 
shall  be  construed  to  exempt  any  person  or  persons  from  being  appre-  of. 
hended  tried  convicted  attainted  and  executed  for  high  treason  accord- 
ing to  the  ordinary  course  of  law. 

XII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the   authority  aforesaid  That  all  Oonvey- 
conveyances  and  assignments  of  any  real  or  personal  estate  made  or  S2med 
executed  since  the  ninth  day  of  July  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou-  ^®|^""®** 
sand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six  by  any  or  either  of  the  persons  fraudulent 
who  are  immediately  convicted  and  attainted  by  this  act  or  any  or  either 

of  the  persons  who  shall  be  convicted  or  attainted  in  persuance  of  this  act 
or  any  or  either  of  the  persons  who  shall  be  convicted  or  attainted  of  high 
treason  in  the  ordinary  course  of  law  for  offences  committed  during 
the  present  war,  shall  be  presumed  to  be  fraudulent  and  to  to  have  been 
made  with  intent  to  prevent  a  forfeiture  of  the  estates  by  such  convey- 
ances or  assignments  respectively  intended  to  be  conveyed  or  assigned, 
and  upon  every  trial,  wherein  any  such  conveyance  or  assignment  shall 
come  in  question,  the  burthen  of  the  proof  shall  lay  upon  the  person  or  Burthen  of 
persons  claiming  under  such  conveyance  or  assignment,  that  the  same  P*^*^'- 
was  made  and  executed  bona  fide^  for  a  valuable  consideration,  and  not 
with  intent  to  prevent  a  forfeiture  as  aforesaid. 

XIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  TYioX  all  Bstatesin 
titles  estates  and  interests,  by  executory  devise  or  contingent  remainder,  fSS^^®' 
claimed  by  any  person  hereby,  or  by  virtue  of  this  law,  to  be  convicted, 

shall  on  conviction  be  as  fully  forfeited  to  all  intents,  constructions  and 
purposes  in  the  law  whatsoever  to  the  people  of  this  State  as  any  other 
titles  claims  estates  or  interests  whatsoever. 
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Property        XIIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the 
▼«B^^   absolute  property  of  all  messuages  lands  tenements  and  hereditaments 
State.         and  of  all  rents  royalties,  franchises,  prerogatives,  p'riviledges,  escheats, 
forfeitures,  debts,  dues  duties  and  services  by  whatsoever  names  re- 
spectively the  same  are  called  and  known  in  the  law,  and  all  right  and 
title  to  the  same,  which  next  and  immediately  before  the  ninth,  day  of 
July  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy 
six,  did  vest  in,  or  belong,  or  was,  or  were  due  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain 
be,  and  the  same  and  each  and  every  of  them  hereby  are  declared  to  be, 
and  ever  since  the  said  ninth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six,  to  have  been,  and  for  ever 
after  shall  be  vested  in  the  people  of  this  State,  in  whom  the  sovereignty 
and  seignory  thereof,  are  and  were  united  and  vested,  on  and  from  the 
said  ninth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy  six. 
GoTonior        XV.  And  be^  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the 
oomSiifrJ"*  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being 
Bionere  of    shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  by  and  with  the  ad- 
forfeiture.  ^j^^-  ^^^  consent  of  the  council  of  appointment  to  appoint,  during  the 
pleasure  of  the  said  council,  and  commission  under  the  great  seal  of 
Powers       this  State,  three  commissioners  of  forfeitures  for  each  of  the  great  dis- 
an     u  es  ^^^^^^  q£  ^.j^jg  State.     That  the  said  commissioners  or  a  majority  of  them 
shajl  be,  and  hereby  are  authorized  and  required  from  time  to  time,  to 
sell  and  dispose  of  all  real  estate   within  their  respective  districts,  for- 
feited or  to  be  forfeited  to  the  people  of  this  State,  at  public  vendue  to 
the  highest  bidder  or  bidders,  and  in  such  parcels  as  they  shall  from 
time  to  time  think  proper  first  giving  eight  weeks  notice  of  each  sale  in 
one  or  more  of  the  public  news  papers  in  this  State  containing  a  de- 
scription as  to  the  quantity  by  estimation  of  the  lands  or  tenements  to 
be  sold,  the  situation  thereof  and  the  name  or  names  of  the  person  or  ' 
persons  by  the  conviction  and  attainder  of  whom  the  said  lands  or  tene- 
ments are  deemed  to  have  become  forfeited,  and  to  make  seal  and  de- 
liver to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  respectively  good  and  sufficient 
deeds  and  conveyances  in  the  law,  to  vest  the  same  in  them  respectively 
and  their  respective  heirs  and  assigns  upon  such  purchaser  or  purchas- 
ers  respectively  producing    such     receipt    from    the    treasurer  as    is 
herein  after  mentioned.     That  every  such  purchaser  and  purchasers 
shall  by  virtue  of  such  deeds  and  conveyances  respectively  be  so  vested 
in  title  seizin  and  possession  of  the  lands  and  tenements  so  purchased 
as  to  have  and  maintain  in  his,  her  or  their  name  or  names  any  action 
for  recovery  thereof  or  damages  relating  thereto  any  actual  seizin  or 
possession  thereof  in  any  other  person  or  persons  notwithstanding.  That 
every  such  deed  and  conveyance  shall  be  deemed  to  operate  as  a  war- 
ranty from  the  people  of  this  State,  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  re- 
spectively and  their  respective  heirs  and  assigns  for  the  lands  or  tene- 
ments thereby  respectively  granted  and  conveyed  against  all  claims  ti- 
tles and  incumbrances  whatsoever  and  such  purchaser  or  purchasers 
respectively  and  their  respective  heirs  or  assigns  shall  in  case  of  evic- 
tion have  such  remedy  and  relief  upon  such  warranty  in  such  manner  as 
shall  be  more  particularly  provided  for  in  such  future  act  or  acts  of  the 
legislature  as  are  herein  after  mentioned 
Acreaflre  of      Provided  that  the  said  commissioners  shall  not  be  authorized  to  sell 
parcels.      ^^^  lands  in  larger  parcels  than  the  quantity  of  five  hundred  acres  in 
each  parcel,  that  no  more  than  one  farm  shall  be  included  in  one  and 
the  same  sale,  and  that  the  sales  shall  be  made  in  the  county  where  the 
lands  or  tenements  to  be  sold  respectively  lie. 
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And  provided  further  that  nothing  iii  this  law  contained  shall  be  con-  Sales  not 
strued  deemed  esteemed  or  adjudged  to  authorize  the  commissioners  to  tni^flret*^^ 
be  appointed  by  virtue  hereof  to  make  sale  of  any  of  the  lands  messuages  **'  ^55°^®^ 
tenements  or  hereditaments  hereby  forfeited  or  by  virtue  hereof  to  be- 
come forfeited  before  or  until  the  first  day  of  October  next,  and  that  all 
such  sales  shall  be  and  the  same  hereby  are  wholly  prohibited  until  that 
day. 

And  whereas  it  is  impossible  at  present  to  form  an  estimate  of  what  Proviso  as 
will  be  a  proper  compensation  to  the  said  commissioners,  for  their  ser-  pension 
vices  and  expences,  in  executing  the  business  hereby  committed  to  them.  etc. 

XVI.  Beit  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
the  publick  faith  of  this  State  shall  be  and  hereby  is  pledged  to  the  said 
commissioners,  for  such  allowance  and  compensation  to  them  for  their 
services  and  expences  besides  the  expences  of  surveyors,  clerks  and 
other  incidental  charges,  as  shall  hereafter  by  the  legislature  be  deemed 
just  and  reasonable. 

XVII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  Advances 
treasurer  of  this  State  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  out  of  the  ^* 
monies  which  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be  in  the  treasury,  to  advance 

to  the  said  commissioners  for  each  district,  a  sum  not  exceeding  two 
thousand  pounds  to  defray  the  expence  of  the  business  hereby  commit-' 
ted  to  them. 

And  whereas  in  many  instances,  lands,  the  reversion  or  remainder  Proviso  as 
whereof  is  or  may  become  forfeited  to  this  State,  are  possessed  by  ten-  ^  tenants, 
ants  who  have  at  considerable  expence  made  or  purchased  the  im- 
provements on  the  same,  and  which  tenants  have  constantly,  uni- 
formly and  zealously,  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  war,  en- 
deavored to  defend  and  maintain  the  freedom  and  independence  of  these 
United  States. 

XVIII.  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  Loyal 
where  lands  the  reversion  or  remainder  whereof  is  hereby  or  may  be-  may  con- 
come  forfeited  to  the  people  of  this  State,  shall  be  possessed  by  any  ^i""©  >» 
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tenant  of  the  character  above  described,  and  who,  or  whose  ancestor,  and  trans- 
testator  or  intestate,  shall  have  made  or  purchased  the  improvements  on  JemSits? 
the  same,  they  shall  continue  in  possession  at  their  former  rents  and  be  etc. 
at  liberty  as  heretofore  to  transfer  the  irimprovements  untill  the  fee  sim- 
ple of   the  said  lands  shall  be  sold,  they  paying  their  respective  rents 
and  the  present  arearages  thereof  in  money  equal  to  the  current  prices 
of  the  articles  of  produce  in  which  their  rents  were  heretofore  paid,  into 
the  treasury  of  this  State,  if  such  rents  were  reserved  in  produce,  or  if 
reserved  in  money  then  in  so  much  money  as  will  be  equivalent  to  the 
price  of  wheat  at  seven  shillings  per  bushel.  And  that  when  the  fee  sim-  Lands  to 
pie  of  the  said  lands  shall  be  sold  by  the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  pJatsed. 
in  pursuance  of  this  act,  they  shall  cause  such  lands  to  be  appraised  by  Appraisers 
three  appraisers,  at  what  shall  be  deemed  the  then  present  value  thereof,  elected.  * 
exclusive  of  the  improvements  thereon,  at  the  time  of  appraising;  That  q®^'*' 
one  of  the  said  appraisers  shall  be  elected  by  the  commissioners,  another 
by  the  tenant  claiming  the  benefit  intended  by  this  clause,  and  the  third 
by  the  said  other  two  appraisers;    That  the  said  appraisers  previous  to 
the  making  of  such  appraisements,  shall  each  of  them  take  an  oath,  and 
which  oath  the  said  commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  administer 
well  and  truly  to  appraise  the  lands  held  by  such  tenant  at  what  shall  be 
deemed  the  then  value  thereof,  exclusive  of  the  improvements  thereon; 
and  upon  payment  into  the  treasury  by  such,  tenant  of  the  sum  at  which 
such  lands  shall  be  so  appraised,  within  three  months  after  the  making 
of  such  appraisement,  together  with  all  arrearages  of  rents,  then  due 
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thereon,  the  commissioners  shall  convey  the  lands  so  appraised  to  such 
tenant,  in  like  manner  as  if  such  lands  had  been  sold  at  publick  vendue,, 
and  such  tenant  had  appeared  and  been  the  highest  bidder  for  the 
same  Provided  that  no  person  being  a  tenant  himself  or  of  affinity  or 
consanguinity  to  the  tenant  requiring  such  appraisement  to  be  made, 
shall  be  an  appraiser. 

And  in  order  that  the  commissioners  may  be  enabled  to  determine 
who  are  the  proper  objects  of  the  benefit  intended  by  the  aforegoing 
clause. 

XIX.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  no  ten- 
ant shall  be  entitled  to  such  benefit,  unless  he  or  she  shall  within  one 
month  after  the  same  shall  be  required  of  him  or  her  by  the  said  com- 
missioners, produce  to  them  a  certificate  to  be  subscribed  by  at  least 
twelve  reputable  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  known  and  undoubted 
attachment  to  the  American  cause,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  commis- 
sioners, and  which  inha'bitants  shall  severally  declare  upon  oath  the 
truth  of  the  matter  by  them  certified,  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the 
county,  who  is  hereby  authorized  to  administer  such  oath,  certifying 
that  such  tenant  had  constantly  and  uniformly  since  the  said  ninth  day 
of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six,  demeaned  him* 
self,  or  herself,  as  a  friend  to  the  freedom  and  independence  of  the 
United  States,  and  hath,  as  far  forth  as  his  or  her  circumstances  would 
admit,  taken  an  active  and  decisive  part,  to  maintain  and  promote  the 
same. 

XX.  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  when- 
ever, the  said  commissioners  shall  within  their  respective  districts,  make 
sale  of  any  lands  either  at  publick  vendue,  or  upon  such  appraisment  as 
aforesaid,  and  the  commissioners  and  the  person  or  persons  to  whom 
such  sale  shall  be  made,  having  reciprocally  subscribed  a  memorandom 
or  note  in  writing  of  such  sale,  the  commissioners  shall  immediately 
thereupon  give  to  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  such  sale  shall  be 
made,  a  certificate  thereof,  to  contain  the  sum  for  which  the  lands  pur- 
chased by  such  person  or  persons,  were  sold  and  if  such  sale  was  made 
upon  such  appraisement,  then  also  of  the  arrearages  of  rent  due  on 
such  lands.  That  the  said  person  or  persons  to  whom  such  certificates 
shall  be  given,  shall  within  three  months  from  the  date  thereof  pay,  into 
the  treasury  of  the  State  the  sums  in  such  certificates  respectively 
specified,  and  the  treasurer  is  hereby  required  and  authorized,  to  receive 
the  same  and  to  give  to  the  said  person  or  persons,  paying,  duplicate 
receipts  for  the  monies  by  them  respectively  paid,  and  the  several  per- 
sons to  whom  such  receipts  shall  be  given,  shall  upon  their  respectively 
producing  and  lodging  with  the  said  commissioners  one  of  the  said 
receipts,  be  entitled  to  deeds  and  conveyances  for  the  the  lands  by  them 
respectively  purchased. 

XXI.  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the 
commissioners  for  the  respective  districts  shall  and  may  in  their  own 
names  commence  and  prosecute  any  suit  upon  a  contract  for  the  sale 
of  any  estate  against  any  person  or  persons,  who  shall  have  subscribed 
such  note  or  memorandom  in  writing  thereof  as  aforesaid,  and  all 
damages  which  shall  be  recovered  by  the  said  commissioners  in  such 
suits,  shall  he  by  them  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  State. 

XXII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all 
purchases  made  at  such  vendues  by  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  or 
either  of  them,  or  any  other  person  to  or  for  the  use  of  them,  or  any  or 
either  of  them,  shall  be  null  and  void;  and  that  each  commissioner  before 
he  enter  upon  the  execution  of  his  office  shall  appear  before  one  of  the 
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judges  of  any  of  the  counties  within  the  district  for  which  such  com-  Official 
missioner  shall  be  appointed,  and  take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath  *^  ' 
which  such  judge  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  administer  viz. 

"  I  A  B.  appointed  a  commissioner  of  forfeitures,  for  the 
district,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear  and  declare  in  the  presence  of  Ponn  or. 
Almighty  God,  that  I  will  faithfully  and  honestly  execute  the  said  office 
in  such  manner  as  I  shall  conceive  most  for  the  benefit  and  advantage 
of  the  people  of  this  State,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
an  act  entitled  An  act  for  the  forfeiture  and  sale  of  the  estates  of 
persons  who  have  adhered  to  the  enemies  of  this  State,  and  for  declar- 
ing the  sovereignty  of  the  people  of  this  State  in  respect  of  all  property 
within  the  same.'* 

XXIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy  and  it  is  Laodt  in 
hereby  provided^  That  the  said  commissioners  shall  not  be  authorized  to  eSemy*not 
sell  any  lands  which  at  the  time  of  the  sale  thereof,  shall  be  within  the  to  b6  sold, 
power  of  the  enemy,  any  thing  herein  before  mentioned  notwithstanding. 

XXII 11.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  Treasurer, 
treasurer  of  this  State  shall  in  his  accounts  of  the  monies  arising  by  the  Sekept by! 
sales  of  forfeited  estates  specify  the  names  of  the  several  persons  to 
whom  the  several  estates  immediately  before  the  forfeiture  thereof  were 
deemed  to  belong  as  the  same  shall  appear  from  the  certificate  of  the 
commissioners  :  To  the  end  that  when  the  legislature  shall  by  future 
act  or  acts  to  be  passed  for  the  purpose,  provide  for  the  payment  of  the 
debts  due  from  the  said  persons  respectively  the  amount  of  the  monies 
arising  from  the  sales  of  their  respective  estates  may  with  the  greater 
ease  be  ascertained. 

XXV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  Forms  to 
forms  of  the  several  proceedings  to  be  had  in  pursuance  of  this  act  and  ^  "■^* 
of  the  deeds  or  conveyances  to  be  executed  by  the  commissioners  to  be 
appointed  in  pursuanee  of  this  act,  shall  be  as  follows,  that  is  to  say 

Form  of  the  Notices  by  the  Sherif 
*  State  of  New  York  ss  :  ^  Form  of 

By  Esquire  Sherif  of  the  county  of  sheriff. 

Whereas  at  a  supreme  court  of  judicature"  or  "  court  of  oyer  and 
terminer  and  general  gaol  delivery  "  or  "  court  of  general  sessions  of  the 
peace,"  or  "  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  '*  (as  the  case  may  be) 
— (here  insert  the  name  or  names  of  the  person  or  persons  indicted  with 
their  respective  additions)  "was"  or  "were  severally"  (as  the  case  may  be) 
indicted  for  adhering  to  the  enemies  of  the  people  of  this  State.  *  These 
are  therefor  to  notify  the  said  (here  insert  the  name  of  the  person  in- 
dicted) \I "  he"  or  "she"  (as  the  case  may  be)  shall  at  the  expiration  of  the 
time  for  that  purpose  hereinafter  limited  be  in  full  life  and  all  persons 
claiming  any  estate  or  interest  under  "  him"  or  "  her'*  (as  the  case  may  be) 
if  "  he  "  or  "  she  "  (as  the  case  may  be)  shall  at  the  expiration  of  the  Said 
time  be  deceased  that  unless  "  he  "  or  *  she  "  (as  the  case  may  be)  if  in  full 
life  as  aforesaid  do  personally  appear  in  the  supreme  court  of  judica- 
ture of  this  State,  within  the  tirbe  hereinafter  limited,  and  traverse  the 
said  "  indictment  "  or  "  indictments  "(as  the  case  may  be)  or  if  the  said 
(here  insert  the  name  of  the  person  indicted)  shall  be  deceased  that  unless 
some  or  one  of  the  said  several  persons  so  claiming  an  estate  or  interest 
as  aforesaid,  do  personally  or  if  feme  covert^  insane  or  within  age 
respectively  do  by  their  several  and  respective  barons,  guardians  or 
next  friends  respectively,  appear  in  the  said  supreme  court  on  or  before 
the  fourth  day  after  the  first  day  of  the  second  term  ncfkt  succeeding 
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Witnesseth  that  the  said  commissioners  by  virtue  of  the  power  and 
authority  to  them  in  and  by  the  said  act  granted  and  for  and  in  con- 
sideration of  the  sum  of  by  the  said 

paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  said  State  have  granted  bargained,  sold 
enfeoffed  and  confirmed  and  by  these  presents  do  grant  bargain  sell 
enfeoff  and  confirm  unto  the  said  and  heirs 

and  assigns  all  (here  describe  the  lands  or  tenements  to  be  conveyed) 
and  all  and  singular  the  estate  right  title  and  interest  whether  in 
possession,  reversion  or  remainder  of  in  or  to  the  said  premises  which 
m  consequence  of  any  conviction  or  attainder  is  become  forfeited 
attached  or  vested  in  or  to  the  people  of  the  said  State.  To  have  and 
to  hold  all  and  singular  the  said  premises  hereby  granted  bargained 
sold,  enfeoffed  and  confirmed  with  the  appurtenances  unto  the  said 
and  heirs  and  assigns  to  the  only 

proper  use  and  behoof  of  the  said  and 

heirs  and  assigns  forever.     In  witness  whereof  the  said  parties  to  these 
presents  have  hereunto  interchangeably  set  their  hands  and  seals  the 
day  and  year  first  above  written. 
ot  other         And  that  all  the  forms  of  proceedings  in  prosecutions  for  the  offence 
GSb.     '     aforesaid,  to  be  had  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  other  than  such  as  are 
hereby  otherwise  specially  directed,  shall  be  as  nearly  as  may  be  similar 
to  the  forms  of  the  proceedings  in  cases  of  felony  without  benefit  of 
clergy,  except,  that  the  word  or  words  "  offence  "  or  "  offences  "  (as  the 
case  may  be)  shall  be  used  instead  of  the  word  or  words  "  felony  *'  or 
"  felonies  "  and  that  where  a  traverse  shall  be  put  in  by  any  person  or 
persons  claiming  any  estate  or  interest  under  a  person  deceased  as 
aforesaid  all  and  singular  the  proceedings  and  processes,  shall,  notwith- 
ing  be  of  the  same  form  as  if  the  respective  persons  charged  in  the 
several  indictments  had  been  severally  in  full  life  and  had  in  their  own 
respective  proper  persons  appeared  and  traversed,  and  for  want  of  such 
traverse  as  if  such  person  had  made  default  in  full  life. 
ClalmantB       XXVI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  each 
oewedlSr-  ^.nd  every  person  or  persons  claiming  an  estate  or  interest  under  any  per- 
^8  may    son  deceased  shall  and  may  upon  affidavit  of  such  claim  and  of  the  death 
indict-       of  the  person  under  whom  such  claim  shall  be  made  to  be  read  and 
™*°*'         filed  in  court,  be  admitted  to  traverse  the  indictments  against  the  per- 
sons under  whom  they  so  respectively  claim.     That  in  every  case  of  such 
traverse  as  last  aforesaid  no  trial  shall  be  had  thereon  until  after  the 
expiration  of  the  time  herein  before  limited  for  putting  in  such  traverse. 
Adverse     That  where  two  or  more  persons  shall  appear  at  one  and  the  same  time 
may"be°*"   ^^^  produce  such  affidavit  and  thereupon  apply  to  be  admitted  to  tra- 
to^?n*i*^  verse,  the  court  may  compel  such  persons  to  join  in  the  traverse  and 
traverse,     that  where  any  person  or  persons  so  claiming  as  aforesaid  shall  have 
been  admitted  to  traverse  and  shall  have  traversed  accordingly,  and 
any  other  person  or  persons  shall  afterwards  apply  to  be  admitted  to 
traverse,  the   person   or  persons  so   afterwards   applying  having  re- 
spectively produced  such  affidavit  of  a  claim  as  aforesaid  shall  upon 
the  trial  of  such  traverse  be  permitted  to  employ  council,  produce  wit- 
nesses, sue  for  subpona's  for  the  attendance  of  witnesses,  cross  examine 
the  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  State,  and  do  every  other  act  and  thing 
in  and  about  a  defence  in  like  manner  and  as  fully  as  the  person  or  per- 
sons by  whom  the  traverse  shall  have  been  put  in. 
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CHAP.  26. 

AN  ACT  for  the  appointment  of  a  commissary  of  prisoners  for 

this  State. 

Passed  the  22d  of  October,  1778. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  commls- 
Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  t/ie  juthority  of  the  same,  *"T  ®' p^^' 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  person  administring  the  be  ap- 
govemment  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  p***^'®^* 
consent  of  the  council  of  appointment,  to  nominate  and  appoint  during 
the  pleasure  of  the  said  council  and  to  commissionate  under  the  seal 
for  military  commissions  a  commissary  of  prisoners  for  this  State.  That 
the  said  commissary  of  prisoners,  so  to  be  appointed,  shall  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  office  be  subject  and  demean  himself  agreable   to    such 
orders  as  he  shall  from  time  to  time  receive  from  the  person  adminis- 
tring the  government  of  this  State,  for  the  time  being. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  person  so  compensa- 
to  be  appointed  a  commissary  of  prisoners  for  this  State,  shall  be  al-  ^*^«i- 
lowed,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  fifty  pounds  per  month  for  his  services 
and  subsistence,  during  his  continuance  in  the  said  office. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,   That  it  shall  and  May  draw 
may  be  lawful  for  the  commissary  of  prisoners  so  to  be  appointed,  to  JJ^^Yreaa- 
draw  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  State  from  time  to  time  by  warrant  or  ury  for 
warrants  from  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  SanSadf* 
the  time  being,  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  as  well 
for  paying  the  salary  of  the  said  commissary,  as  for  the  securing  sub- 
sisting and  exchanging  such  prisoners  of  war,  as  shall  belong  to  this 
State;  in  the  whole  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  three  thousand  pounds. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  several  sheriffs, 
sherifs  and  gaolers,  shall  receive  into  their  respective  gaols,  all  such  «'J-»  ^oj[®- 
prisoners  as  shall  be  delivered  to  them,  or  either  of  them,  by  the  said  onersin^ 
commissary  of  prisoners  for  that  purpose,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  *^*^^* 
orders  of  the  said  commissary  from  time  to  time  respecting  the  confine- 
ment and  discharge  of  the  said  prisoners. 


CHAP.  27. 

AN  ACT  for  raising  the  sum  of  two  million  five  hundred  thous- 
and dollars  by  tax  within  this  State. 

Passed  the  23d  of  October,  1779. 

Whereas  in  and  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  State  passsed  the  Preamble.^ 
second  day  of  March,  last,  and  entitled, "  An  act  for  raising  monies  by  tax 
be  applied  towards  the  public  exigencies  of  this  State,"  the  public  faith 
of  this  State  is  thereby  pledged  to  the  inhabitants  of  such  parts  of  the 
State,  who  should  bear  and  pay  their  equal  and  due  proportion  of  the 
tax  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  the  said  act,  that  the  legislature  would  at 
a  future  day  devise  ways  and  means  for  discovering  where  the  lands  or 
personal  estates  within  any  ward  town  manor  district  or  precinct  had 
not  been  assessed  at  the  full  amount  or  value  thereof,  agreeable  to  the 
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rate  of  assessing  thereby  prescribed;  and  for  compelling  such  ward 
towns  manors  districts  or  precincts,  where  it  should  appear  that  the 
assessments  were  made  at  an  under  rate,  to  pay  their  deficiencies,  with 
interest  for  the  same  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  from  the 
time  when  the  same  ought  to  have  been  paid. 

And  whereas  it  is  suggested  that  the  assessments  have  been  very  par- 
tially and  unequally  made,  and  that  by  reason  thereof  the  burthen  of 
the  tax  intended  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  the  said  act  hath  not  been 
equally  borne  throughout  the  several  parts  of  the  State. 

And  whereas  the  respective  county  treasurers  have  neglected  to  trans- 
mit to  the  treasurer  of  this  State  copies  of  the  amount  of  the  several 
sums  paid  into  the  respective  county  treasuries  for  government  taxes 
according  to  the  direction  of  the  last  tax  law  of  this  State. 

And  whereas  many  of  the  supervisors  have  likewise  neglected  to  make 
such  returns  of  the  assessment  rolls  as  were  by  the  said  law  required 
and  therefore  the  legislature  cannot  at  present  enter  upon  and  complete 
the  business  of  correcting  such  partialities  and  inequalities  as  aforesaid. 
And  whereas  di  rtqmsixxon  hath  been  made  upon  this  State  for  the  sum 
of  two  millions  and  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  into  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next, 
towards  defraying  the  general  expences. 
Ibid.  And  whereas  it  is  conceived  both  equitable  and  expedient,  until  a 

more  seasonable  opportunity  shall  be  afforded  to  the  legislature,  for  de- 
vising means  to  relieve  against  former  and  prevent  future  frauds  and 
errors  in  taxing,  to  adopt  a  mode  of  taxation  similar  to  the  mode  hith- 
erto pursued  by  congress,  by  assigning  quota's  to  the  several  parts  of  the 
State,  agreeable  to  an  estimate  to  be  formed  from  a  general  knowledge 
of  their  present  respective  circumstances  and  abilities,  and  allowing  to 
such  county  as  shall  hereafter  appear  to  have  raised  more  than  their  due 
proportion,  interest  for  the  excess,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum, 
from  the  time  when  the  same  shall  have  been  paid  into  the  treasury  of 
this  State,  and  compelling  such  of  them  as  shall  hereafter  appear  to 
have  raised  less  than  their  due  proportion  of  the  tax  to  be  raised  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  to  pay  in  the  deficiency,  with  interest  for  the  same  at 
the  above  rate,  from  the  time  when  the  same  ought  to  have  been  paid 
into  the  treasury  of  this  State; 
Tax  leyied.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre- 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  samCy  That  there  shall  be  raised  by  tax  within  the  county  of  Albany 
the  sum  of  nine  hundred  and  ninety  nine  thousand  five  hundred  and 
ninety  three  dollars,  within  the  county  of  Dutchess  the  sum  of  seven 
hundred  and  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty  nine  dollars, 
within  the  county  of  Ulster  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  ninety  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  one  dollars,  within  the  county  of 
Orange  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  two  thousand,  two  hundred 
and  ninety  nine  dollars,  within  the  county  of  Westchester  the  sum  of 
thirty  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty  one  dollars,  within  the  county  of 
Tryon  the  sum  of  eighty  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  six 
dollars,  and  within  the  county  of  Charlotte  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand, 
six  hundred  and  sixty  one  dollars. 
Ouotaas-  That  the  quota's  hereby  assigned  to  the  several  counties,  shall  by  the 
courfty  to  supervisors  of  the  respective  counties,  be  apportioned  to  and  among  the 
tionei**by  ^^^^^^^  wards  towns  manors  districts  and  precincts  in  the  said  counties 
snpervi-  respectively — according  to  what  may  be  deemed  their  present  respective 
*®"*  circumstances  and  abilities  —  That  the  clerks  of  the  several  counties 

shall  forthwith  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  by  circular  letters  to  be  dis- 
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patched  by  special  messengers  (the  expence  whereof  to  be  allowed  and 
paid  as  the  other  contingent  charges  of  the  county)  call  a  meeting 
of  the  supervisors  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  —  That  the  supervisor's 
clerk  in  each  respective  county  as  soon  as  the  supervisor  shall  have 
made  such  apportionment,  shall  by  persons  to  be  specially  employed  for 
the  purpose  (the  expence  whereof  to  be  also  allowed  and  paid  as  the 
contingent  charges  of  the  county)  cause  the  several  supervisors  who 
shall  not  be  present  at  such  meeting  to  be  notified  in  writing  of  the 
suras  at  which  the  quota's  of  their  respective  wards  towns  manors  dis- 
tricts or  precincts  shall  have  been  so  apportioned; 

That  the  several  supervisors  shall  forthwith,  after  the  quota's  shall  be  Assessors 
so  assigned  to  their  respective  wards  towns  manors  districts  and  pre-  comrened 
cincts,  convene  the  assessors  within  the  same  in  order  that  they  may  and  make 
enter  upon  the  business  of  making  the  assessments  to  be  made  in  pur-  ^nul 
suance  of  this  act  —  That  the  assessors  shall  thereupon  forthwith  make 
assessments  on  the  several  inhabitants  residents  and  persons  holding  or 
possessing  real  or  personal  estate  within  such  ward  town  manor  dis- 
trict or  precinct,  according  to  the  estate  and  other  circumstances  and 
ability  of  each  respective  person  to  pay  taxes  collectively  considered 
—  That   as   soon   as  the  assessors   shall   have  compleated  the  assess-  Tax  list, 
ment  roll,  and  the  same  shall  have  been  inspected  by  the  supervisor  or 
supervisors  of  the  ward  town  manor  district  or  precinct,  or  in  case  of 
his  or  their  death  or  absence  out  of  the  county  by  any  justice  of  the 
peace  of  the  county  whom  the  assessors  or  the  major  part  of  them  shall 
notify  for  the  purpose  he  or  they  respectively  shall  fonn  a  tax  list 
agreeable  thereto  to  contain  the  names  of  the  several  persons  holding 
real   estate  within  the  ward  town  manor  district  or  precinct,  and  the 
names  of  the  several  persons  resident  within  the  ward  town  manor'dis- 
trict  or  precinct,  who  shall  have  been  assessed  for  their  respective  per- 
sonal estates,  and  the  sums  at  which  they  shall  be  severally  assessed  for 
their  respective  real  and  personal  estates,  according  to  the  value  of 
each  respective  estate,  and  the  circumstances  and  ability  of  each  respec- 
tive person  as  aforesaid,  and  opposite  thereto,  the  several  sums  at  which 
the  said  persons  shall  be  respectively  taxed,  and  which  sums  shall  bear 
such  proportion  to  the  respective  sums  at  which  the  said  persons  shall 
have  been  respectively  assessed  as  the  whole  quota  of  the  tax  of  the 
ward  town  manor  district  or  precinct   doth  bear   the    whole    amount 
of  the  assessments  thereof  —  That  forthwith  after  the  tax  list  shall  be  so  Tax  list, 
compleated  and  the  same  shall  be  signed  by  the  supervisor  or  supervisors  ^^©d, 
of  the  ward  town  manor  district  or  precinct  or  a  justice  of  the  peace  as  sufl^ent 
aforesaid  (and  which  shall  be  a  sufficient  warrant  to  the  collector  to  f^rcof- 
collect  the  taxes  contained  in  such  tax  list,  without  any  other  or  further  iectJ<»i- 
warrant)  the  same  shall  be  delivered  to  the  collector  or  collectors  of  the 
town  manor  district  or  precinct,  who  thereupon  shall  forthwith  collect 
the  said  taxes  —  That  if  any  of  the  persons  taxed  for  their  respective  real  Collection 
estates,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  tax  for  the  same  respectively  forced! 
within  the  time  herein  after  mentioned,  the  collector  shall  levy  the  same 
by  distress  and  sale  of  such  goods  and  chattels  as  shall  be  found  upon 
the  premises,  and  if  any  of  the  persons  taxed  for  their  respective  per- 
sonal estates,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  tax  for  the  same  respec- 
tively within  the  said  time,  the  collector  shall  levy  the  same  by  distress 
and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  person  so  refusing  or  neglect- 
ing —  That  where  distress  and  sale  shall  be  made  in  either  of  the  cases 
above  mentioned,  the  overplus  after  deducting  the  charges  of  such  dis- 
tress and  sale,  shall  be  returned  to  the  person  by  reason  of  the  neglect 
or  refusal  of  whom  such  distress  and  sale  shall  be  made  —  That  for  want 
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port  every  such  case  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county  for  the  time  being, 
who  is  hereby  expressly  required  and  authorized  to  sue  and  prosecute 
for  the  same  in  his  own  name,  and  on  recovery  thereof  to  pay  the 
same  into  the  treasur}'  of  this  State. 
Persons  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  assesors, 

fiiiminoned  ^^  ^  majority  of  them,  may  by  writing  under  their  hands,  summon  any 
to  appear    person  actually  resident  within  .the  ward,  town  manor  district  or  pre- 
aMessora     cinct  to  appear  before  them  at  such  time  and  at  such  place  within  their 
asto^ihef/  respective  wards  towns   manors  districts  and  precincts,  as  they  may 
property,    think  proper,  to  be  examined  on  oath,  or  if  of  the  people  called  Quak- 
ers, on  affirmation,  which  oath  or  affirmation  the  assessors  or  a  majority 
of  them  are  hereby  authorized  to  administer,  touching  the  value  or 
amount  of  any  personal  estate;  and  if  the  person  so  to  be  summoned, 
shall  not  upon  being  served  with  such  summons  appear  before  the  said  as- 
sessors, or  appearing  shall  refuse  to  answer  to  interrogatories  upon  oath, 
or  if  of  the  people  called  Quakers  on  affirmation,  touching  the  value 
or  amount  of   the  personal  estate,  of    any  person  within  such  ward 
town  manor  district  or  precinct,  shall  for  every  offence  forfeit  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  pounds,  to  be  recovered  and  when  recovered  paid  in 
like  manner  as  is  herein  before  directed  in  the  fifth  clause  of  this  act,  so 
as  the  person  to  be  summoned,  shall  not  be  compelled  to  answer  to  any 
interrogatories  touching  the  value  or  amount  of  his  or  her  property; 
Evidenw         Provided  always  that  no  evidence  shall  be  conclusive  for  forming 
elusive  as    any  assessment,  but  that  the  assessors  shall  be  at  liberty  to  determine 
to  value,     the  actual  value  of  such  personal  property  as  aforesaid,  by  such  evidence 
as  aforesaid,  or  any  other  means  which  in  their  judgment  may  be  deemed 
most  proper  for  estimating  such  actual  value. 
Persons  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  and  it  is  hereby 

fromtox.  provided^  That  no  person  serving  in  the  line  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  that  no  person  who  having  removed  from  his  or 
her  usual  place  of  abode  by  reason  of  the  invasion  of  the  enemy  shall 
not  in  the  judgment  of  the  assessors  be  acquiring  property  beyond 
what  may  be  necessary  for  the  subsistence  of  his  or  her  respective  fanoi- 
lies,  shall  be  subject  to  be  taxed  by  virtue  of  this  act  for  his  or  her  per- 
sonal estate,  and  that  no  minister  of  the  Gospel  of  any  denomination  what- 
soever, shall  be  subject  to  be  taxed  for  their  respective  salaries,  any 
thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Persons  to  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  per- 
rwidents.^  son  shall  be  residing  in  any  ward  town  manor  district  or  precinct  by 
the  space  of  ten  days  before  the  assessors  shall  enter  upon'the  business 
of  making  the  assessments  required  by  this  act,  such  person  shall  be 
deemed  an  actual  resident  within  such  ward  town  manor  district  or 
precinct,  and  liable  to  be  taxed  within  the  same  accordingly;  and  if  any 
person  shall  come  to  reside  by  the  space  of  ten  days  in  any  ward  town 
manor  district  or  precinct  after  the  assessments  shall  be  compleated,  and 
before  the  said  first  day  of  January  next,  and  shall  not  when  thereunto 
required  by  the  assessors  or  either  of  them  declare  upon  oath,  and 
which  oath  the  assessors  or  either  of  them  are  hereby  authorized  to 
administer,  that  he  or  she  hath  been  assessed  and  taxed  in  pursuance  of 
this  act,  such  person  shall  be  liable  to  be  taxed  in  such  ward  town 
manor  district  or  precinct,  and  his  or  her  name  together  with  the  sum  at 
which  he  or  she  shall  be  taxed,  shall  be  added  to  the  tax  list  by  the  asses- 
sors accordingly. 
Account  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  treasurer 
^state^^  of  this  State,  shall  in  his  accounts  of  the  taxes  raised  by  virtue  of  this 
treasurer,   act,  credit  each  respective  county  with  the  sums  collected  within  the 
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same  respectively,  and  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  State ;  and  if  upon 
a  future  enquiry  (and  the  public  faith  is  hereby  pledged  that  such  en- 
quiry shall  be  made,  as  soon  as  a  seasonable  opportunity  shall  be  afforded 
to  the  legislature  for  the  purpose,  and  that  the  other  matters  in  this 
clause  specified  shall  be  duly  performed),  it  shall  appear  that  any  county,  interest  to 
hath  raised  more  than  their  respective  due  proportion  of  the  tax  to  be  S^a^nstm^ 
raised  by  virtue  of  this  act,  with  the  other  counties  in  any  part  of  this  cnwiited  to 
State,  due  regard  being  had  to  the  value  of  the  estates  within  such  county  countiSk* 
and  to  the  circumstances  and  ability  thereof  at  the  time  when  the  said 
tax  shall  have  been  collected,  such  county  shall  be  allowed  interest  for 
such  excess  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  from  the  time  when 
the  same  shall  have  been  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  State,  and  if 
any  county  shall*  in  like  manner  appear  to  have  raised  less  than  their 
like  due  proportion  thereof,  such  county  shall  be  compelled  to  raise  the 
deficiency,  with  interest  at  the  rate  aforesaid,  from  the  time  when  the 
same  ought  to  have  been  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  State. 

And  whereas  considerable  sums  of  the  tax  intended  to  be  raised  by  Proviso  as 
virtue  of  the  said  Act,  for  raising  monies  by  tax  to  be  applied  towards  coiieoUng'^ 
the  public  exigencies  of  this  State,  passed  the  second  day  of  March  tax  in 
last,  are  still  in  arrear,  by  reason  that  in  many  instances  the  time  for  *"®^- 
which  the  collector  who  began  the  collecting  of  the  said  tax  was  elected, 
did  expire  before  the  collecting  of  the  said  tax  was  compleated;  and 
doubts  have  arisen  whether  the  collector  whose  time  did  so  expire,  or 
the  succeeding  collector  should  collect  such  of  the  said  tax  as  remained 
at  the  expiration  of  the  said  time  uncollected. 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That   the  superin- 
three  superintending  supervisors,  or  a  majority  of  them,  in  each  county,  Jjnerv&ors 
appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act,  shall  and  may  authorize  and  di-  may 
rect  the  collector  who  began  the  collecting  of  the  said  tax,  or  the  sue-  ti^?^ 
ceeding  collector,  to  collect  such  arrearages  in  each  respective  ward 
town  manor  district  or  precinct,  as  they  shall  in  each  respective  in- 
stance deem  most  expedient;  and  that  such  arrearages  shall  and  may 
be  collected  notwithstanding  the  time  within  which  the  tax  intended 
to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  the  said  act  was  directed  to  be  collected  is  ex- 
pired.    And  in  order  to  remove  doubts  respecting  the  same, 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  and  it  is  hereby  declared^  Lands  of 
That  until  the  legislature  shall  make  special  provision  for  collecting  the  SISed* 
double  taxes  charged  on  the  lands  of  persons  who  have  been  removed  assessed 
within  the  enemy's  lines  in  pursuance  of  the  Act  more  effectually  to  ^te  onfy 
prevent  the  mischiefs,  arising  from  the  influence  and  example  of  persons  subject  to 
of  equivocal  and  suspected  characters  in  this  State  passed  the  thir-  *  ^^ 
tieth  day  of  June  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  such 
lands  as  shall  be  assessed  at  an  higher  than  the  usual  rate,  by  reason 
that  such  lands  may  be  deemed  to  belong  to  persons  so  removed  within 
the  enemies  lines  as  aforesaid,  shall  only  be  subject  to  the  collection  of 
the  single  tax,  until  such  future  legislative  provision  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
made 

And  whereas   in  and  by  the  Act  for  preventing  certain  inconven-  Proviso  as 
iencies  which  may  result  to  this  State  by  reason  that  the  emissions  of  ror*^pa.yiSg 
Continental  currency  of  May  twentieth,  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy  biUs  into 
seven,  and  April  eleventh,  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  are  Stoan^"*" 
called  out  of    circulation  passed  the  fourth  day  of    March  last,  the  office, 
treasurer  of  this  State  was  required  after  the  twentieth  day  of  May  and 
before  the  first  day  of  June  then  next,  to  pay  into  the  Continental  loan, 
office  within  this  State  all  such  of  the  said  bills  as  should  be  then  in 
the  treasury  of    this  State,  to  the  end  that  they  might  be  exchanged 
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of  goods  and  chattels  whereon  to  levy  the  tax  in  either  of  the  cases 
aforesaid,  the  collector  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required 
to  recover  the  same  with  costs  of  suit  from  the  person  or  persons  so  re- 
fusing or  neglecting,  by  action  to  be  commenced  in  his  own  name  before 
any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  (where  at  the  time  of  the  com- 
mencement of  such  action  the  defendant  shall  happen  to  be)  the  au- 
thority and  jurisdiction  of  which  justice  is  hereby  extended  to  all  such 
actions  notwithstanding  the  sum  to  be  sued  for  shall  exceed  the  sum  of 
Moneroto  five  pounds;  That  the  collectors  shall  respectively  pay  into  the  county 
Into  treasury  the  monies  they  shall  from  time  to  time  collect  as  and  for  the 

treaSSy.     ^^^  *^  ^^  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act,  never  retaining  in  their  possession 
respectively  a  sum  exceeding  the  sum  of  three  thousand  pounds;  That 
the  several  county  treasurers  shall  from  time  to  time  pay  the  monies 
they  shall  respectively  receive'  from  the  collectors  into  the  treasury  of 
this  State,  never  retaining  in  their  possession  respectively  a  sum  exceed- 
ing the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  pounds. 
AUowance      That  the  collectors  shall  severally  be  allowed,  and  hereby  are  author- 
to^coUect-   -^^^  ^^  retain  the  same  in  their  hands  out  of  taxes  they  shall  respectively 
^Murers  ^^  collect,  a  poundage  of  four  pence  in  the  pound,  for  their  services  in 
*  collecting  the  said  tax,  and  paying  the  same  into  the  county  treasury  — 
That  the  several  county  treasurers  shall  be  allowed,  and  hereby  are 
authorized  to  retain  the  same  in  their  hands  out  of  the  monies  they  shall 
respectively  receive  from  the  collectors,  a  commission  of  one  quarter  per 
cent  for  their  services  in  receiving  the  said  monies  and  paying  the  same 
into  the  treasury  of  this  State;  And  that  the  collectors  shall  respectively 
collect  the  said  tax,  and  pay  the  same  into  the  respective  county  treas- 
uries, on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next. 
Power  and      And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  super- 
ofsuper^    visor  or  supervisors  within  the  respective  wards  towns  manors  districts 
▼tsora.eto.,  and  precincts  for  which  they  shall  be  severally  elected,  or  such  justice  as 
sessmenu.  aforesaid  shall  be  vested  with  the  following  powers  and  authorities,  towit. 
From  time  to  time,  whenever  they  shall  severally  deem  it  expedient  to 
summon  the  assessors  and  collectors  to  appear  before  him  or  them  at  such 
time  and  at  such  place  within  the  ward  town  manor  district  or  precinct  as 
they  shall  respectively  appoint;  To  assign  a  time  within  which  the  assessors 
shall  compleat  the  assessments;  —  To  cause  the  assessors  to  lay  the  as- 
sessment rolls  before  them  for  their  inspection,  and  where  they  shall  sus- 
pect that  any  persons  shall  be  assessed  at  an  higher  or  lower  rate  for 
their  respective  real  estates  within  the  ward,  town,  manor  district  or 
precinct,  or  for  their  respective  personal  estates  than  they  ought  to  be 
*      assessed  at,  due  regard  being  had  to  the  value  of  their  respective  es- 
tates and  to  their  respective  circumstances  and  abilities,  to  recommit 
such  improper  assessments  to  the  assessors  to  be  reconsidered  by  them; 
in  cases  where  the  collectors  shall  not  have  collected  the  tax  to  be  raised 
in  pursuance  of  this  act  within  the  time  herein  before  limited,  from  time 
to  time  to  assign  a  further  time  within  which  the  same  shall  be  col- 
lected. In  case  of  the  death,  removal,   refusal  to  accept,  or  inability 
to  serve,  of  any  assessor  or  assessors,  or  collector,  to  call  a  special  town 
meeting  for  electing  an  assessor  or  assessors,  or  collector,  in  the  stead 
of  the  persons  so  dying,  removing,  refusing  to  accept,  or  becoming  un- 
able to  serve,  as  the  case  may  be — To  cause  the  assessment  rolls  and  tax 
list  to  be  fairly  made  out,  and  when  so  made  out  to  sign  the  tax  list,  and 
cause  the  same  to  be  delivered  to  the  collector,  and  to  cause  copies  of 
the  assessment  rolls  and  tax  list  to  be  filed  with  the  treasurer  of  the 
county  and  likewise  with  the  treasurer  of  this  State ;  to  cause  the  col- 
lectors when  they  shall  so  appear  before  them,  to  render  an  account  of 
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the  monies  they  shall  have  respectively  collected,  and  of  the  taxes  which 
shall  remain  unpaid,  and  if  they  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  direct  the 
collectors  to  pay  the  monies  which  they  shall  severally  have  in  hand, 
into  the  county  treasury. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  supervis-  Allowance 
ors  or  such  justice  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid  shall  be  severally  allowed  v?8oreand 
for  their  respective  services  and  expences  for  every  day  they  shall  be  justices  of 
actually  severally  employed  in  executing  the  business  by  this  act  com-  ^  •p«*oo« 
mitted  to  them,  each  the  sum  of  five  dollars,  besides  the  expences  of 
clerks  messengers  papers  and  other  incidental  matters;  and  the  asses- 
sors shall  each  be  allowed  and  paid  for  each  day  they  shall  be  respec- 
tively  actually  employed  in  making  the  assessments  in  pursuance  of 
this  act,  the  sum  of  five  dollars,  which  wages  and  expences  of  the  su- 
pervisors and  assessors  or  such  justice  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid  shall 
be  allowed  and  paid  as  the  contingent  charges  of  the  county  are  allowed 
and  paid. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  asses-  penalty  for 
sor  or  collector,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  appear  before  the  supervisors  J^|*^/o*5J 
or  super\'isor  of  the  ward  town  manor  district  or  precinct,  or  such  orassesa- 
justice  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid,  when  duly  notified  by  writing  under  i^  ^^^ 
his  or  their  hand  or  hands,  or  if  the  assessors  shall  refuse  to  lay  the  as-  ?"jjj?_^ 
sessment  rolls  before  the  said  supervisor  or  supervisors  or  such  justice  by  thia 
of  the  peace  as  aforesaid  when  thereunto  required,  or  if  the  assessors  ^^* 
shall    refuse   to  review  or  reconsider  such  assessments  as  shall  be  re- 
committed to  them  for  that  purpose,  or  if  the  collector  shall  refuse  to 
render  an  account  to  the  said  supervisor  or  supervisors  or  such  justice 
of  the  peace  as  aforesaid  in   manner  hereinbefore  directed  when  there- 
unto required  by  the  said  supervisor  or  supervisors,  or  such  justice  of 
the  peace  as  aforesaid  or  if  the  assessors  shall  neglect  to  compleate  the 
assessments  within  the  time  by  the  said  supervisor  or  supervisors  or 
such  justice  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid  from  time  to  time  to  bo  assigned; 
the  person  or  persons  so  offending,  shall  for  each  and  every  such  offence 
forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  to  the  people  of  this  State,  to 
be  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  in  the  name  of  the  treasurer  of  this 
State,  in  the  supreme  court  of  this  State,  with  costs  of  suit;  and  when  re- 
covered, shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  State ;  ani  it  is  hereby 
expressly  made  the  duty  of  the  said  supervisor  or  supervisors  or  such 
justice  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid  to  report  every  such  offender  to  the 
attorney  general ;  and  it  is  hereby  also  expressly  made  his  duty  to  sue 
and  prosecute  for  the  recovery  of  every  such  penalty,  and  to  pay  the 
same  when  recovered  into  the  treasury  of  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.^  That  if  upon  ren-  Collector 
dering  such  account  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  supervisor  "^i^^of 
or  supervisors  or  such  justice  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid  that  any  col-  tax,  etc. 
lector  shall  be  possessed  of  any  monies  which  he  ought  to  have  paid 
into  the  hands  of  the  county  treasurer,  or  that  any  of  the  tax  to  be  raised 
by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  in  arrear,  and  which  such  collector  could 
have  levied  and  collected;  such  collector  shall  be  liable  to  pay  all  such 
monies  which  he  shall  then  be  possessed  of  and  which  he  ought  to  have 
paid  into  the  hands  of  the  county  treasurer,  and  all  such  arrears  of  tax, 
with  interest  for  the  same  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  per  cent  per  annum, 
Irom  the  time  when  such  arrears  of  tax  could  have  been  levied  and  col- 
lected, to  be  recovered  with  costs  by  action  of  debt,  and  to  which  suit 
the  defendant  may  plead  the  general  issue  and  give  any  special  matter 
in  evidence :    And  it  is  hereby  expressly  made  the  duty  of  the  said  su- 
pervisor or  supervisors  or  such  justice  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid  to  re- 
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port  every  such  case  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county  for  the  time  being, 
who  is  hereby  expressly  required  and  autliorized  to  sue  and  prosecute 
for  the  same  in  his  own  name,  and  on  recovery  thereof  to  pay  the 
same  into  the  treasury  of  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  assesors, 
or  a  majority  of  them,  may  by  writing  under  their  hands,  summon  any 
person  actually  resident  within  jthe  ward,  town  manor  district  or  pre- 
cinct to  appear  before  them  at  such  time  and  at  such  place  within  their 
respective  wards  towns  manors  districts  and  precincts,  as  they  may 
think  proper,  to  be  examined  on  oath,  or  if  of  the  people  called  Quak- 
ers, on  affirmation,  which  oath  or  affirmation  the  assessors  or  a  majority 
of  them  are  hereby  authorized  to  administer,  touching  the  value  or 
amount  of  any  personal  estate;  and  if  the  person  so  to  be  summoned, 
shall  not  upon  being  served  with  such  summons  appear  before  the  said  as- 
sessors, or  appearing  shall  refuse  to  answer  to  interrogatories  upon  oath, 
or  if  of  the  people  called  Quakers  on  affirmation,  touching  the  value 
or  amount  of  the  personal  estate,  of  any  person  within  such  ward 
town  manor  district  or  precinct,  shall  for  every  offence  forfeit  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  pounds,  to  be  recovered  and  when  recovered  paid  in 
like  manner  as  is  herein  before  directed  in  the  fifth  clause  of  this  act,  so 
as  the  person  to  be  summoned,  shall  not  be  compelled  to  answer  to  any 
interrogatories  touching  the  value  or  amount  of  his  or  her  property; 

Provided  always  that  no  evidence  shall  be  conclusive  for  forming 
any  assessment,  but  that  the  assessors  shall  be  at  liberty  to  determine 
the  actual  value  of  such  personal  property  as  aforesaid,  by  such  evidence 
as  aforesaid,  or  any  other  means  which  in  their  judgment  may  be  deemed 
most  proper  for  estimating  such  actual  value. 

And  be  it  furtlier  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  and  it  is  hereby 
provided^  That  no  person  serving  in  the  line  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  that  no  person  who  having  removed  from  his  or 
her  usual  place  of  abode  by  reason  of  the  invasion  of  the  enemy  shall 
not  in  the  judgment  of  the  assessors  be  acquiring  property  beyond 
what  may  be  necessary  for  the  subsistence  of  his  or  her  respective  fami- 
lies, shall  be  subject  to  be  taxed  by  virtue  of  this  act  for  his  or  her  per- 
sonal estate,  and  that  no  minister  of  the  Gospel  of  any  denomination  what- 
soever, shall  be  subject  to  be  taxed  for  their  respective  salaries,  any 
thing  her.ein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  encuied  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  per- 
son shall  be  residing  in  any  ward  town  manor  district  or  precinct  by 
the  space  of  ten  days  before  the  assessors  shall  enter  upon  'the  business 
of  making  the  assessments  required  by  this  act,  such  person  shall  be 
deemed  an  actual  resident  within  such  ward  town  manor  district  or 
precinct,  and  liable  to  be  taxed  within  the  same  accordingly;  and  if  any 
person  shall  come  to  reside  by  the  space  of  ten  days  in  any  ward  town 
manor  district  or  precinct  after  the  assessments  shall  be  compleated,  and 
before  the  said  first  day  of  January  next,  and  shall  not  when  thereunto 
required  by  the  assessors  or  either  of  them  declare  upon  oath,  and 
which  oath  the  assessors  or  either  of  them  are  hereby  authorized  to 
administer,  that  he  or  she  hath  been  assessed  and  taxed  in  pursuance  of 
this  act,  such  person  shall  be  liable  to  be  taxed  in  such  ward  town 
manor  district  or  precinct,  and  his  or  her  name  together  with  the  sum  at 
which  he  or  she  shall  be  taxed,  shall  be  added  to  the  tax  list  by  the  asses- 
sors accordingly. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  treasurer 
of  this  State,  shall  in  his  accounts  of  the  taxes  raised  by  virtue  of  this 
act,  credit  each  respective  county  with  the  sums  collected  within  the 
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same  respectively,  and  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  State ;  and  if  upon 
a  future  enquiry  (and  the  public  faith  is  hereby  pledged  that  such  en- 
quiry shall  be  made,  as  soon  as  a  seasonable  opportunity  shall  be  afforded 
to  the  legislature  for  the  purpose,  and  that  the  other  matters  in  this 
clause  specified  shall  be  duly  performed),  it  shall  appear  that  any  county,  interest  to 
hath  raised  more  than  their  respective  due  proportion  of  the  tax  to  be  Sga^nsiTol-** 
raised  by  virtue  of  this  act,  with  the  other  counties  in  any  part  of  this  credited  to 
State,  due  regard  being  had  to  the  value  of  the  estates  within  such  county  countSk 
and  to  the  circumstances  and  ability  thereof  at  the  time  when  the  said 
tax  shall  have  been  collected,  such  county  shall  be  allowed  interest  for 
such  excess  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  from  the  time  when 
the  same  shall  have  been  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  State,  and  if 
any  county  shall  in  like  manner  appear  to  have  raised  less  than  their 
like  due  proportion  thereof,  such  county  shall  be  compelled  to  raise  the 
deficiency,  with  interest  at  the  rate  aforesaid,  from  the  time  when  the 
same  ought  to  have  been  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  State. 

And  whereas  considerable  sums  of  the  tax  intended  to  be  raised  by  Proviso  as 
virtue  of  the  said  Act,  for  raising  monies  by  tax  to  be  applied  towards  cou^tlng'^ 
the  public  exigencies  of  this  State,  passed  the  second  day  of  March  tax  in 
last,  are  still  in  arrear,  by  reason  that  in  many  instances  the  time  for  *"®"- 
which  the  collector  who  began  the  collecting  of  the  said  tax  was  elected, 
did  expire  before  the  collecting  of  the  said  tax  was  compleated;  and 
doubts  have  arisen  whether  the  collector  whose  time  did  so  expire,  or 
the  succeeding  collector  should  collect  such  of  the  said  tax  as  remained 
at  the  expiration  of  the  said  time  uncollected. 

JBe  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That   the  superin- 
three  superintending  supervisors,  or  a  majority  of  them,  in  each  county,  J®p2I^J£or8 
apj)ointed  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act,  shall  and  may  authorize  and  di-  may 
rect  the  collector  who  began  the  collecting  of  the  said  tax,  or  the  sue-  time?^ 
ceeding  collector,  to  collect  such  arrearages  in  each  respective  ward 
town   manor  district  or  precinct,  as  they  shall  in  each  respective  in- 
stance deem  most  expedient;  and  that  such  arrearages  shall  and  may 
be  collected  notwithstanding  the  time  within  which  the  tax  intended 
to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  the  said  act  was  directed  to  be  collected  is  ex- 
pired.    And  in  order  to  remove  doubts  respecting  the  same, 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  and  it  is  hereby  declared,  Lands  of 
That  until  the  legislature  shall  make  special  provision  for  collecting  the  £2"ed* 
double  taxes  charged  on  the  lands  of  persons  who  have  been  removed  assessed 
within  the  enemy's  lines  in  pursuance  of  the  Act  more  effectually  to  Jite^onfy 
prevent  the  mischiefs,  arising  from  the  influence  and  example  of  persons  ^{'H®®^^ 
of   equivocal  and  suspected  characters  in  this  State  passed  the  thir-  •    * 
tieth  day  of  June  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  such 
lands  as  shall  be  assessed  at  an  higher  than  the  usual  rate,  by  reason 
that  such  lands  may  be  deemed  to  belong  to  persons  so  removed  within 
the  enemies  lines  as  aforesaid,  shall  only  be  ■  subject  to  the  collection  of 
the  single  tax,  until  such  future  legislative  provision  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
made 

And  whereas   in  and  by  the  Act  for   preventing  certain  inconven-  Proviso  as 
iencies  which  may  result  to  this  State  by  reason  that  the  emissions  of  J^r^p^^ng 
Continental  currency  of  May  twentieth,  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy  bills  into 
seven,  and  April  eleventh,  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  are  liniliSf °^ 
called  out  of    circulation  passed  the  fourth  day  of    March  last,  the  office, 
treasurer  of  this  State  was  required  after  the  twentieth  day  of  May  and 
before  the  first  day  of  June  then  next,  to  pay  into  the  Continental  loan, 
office  within  this  State  all  such  of  the  said  bills  as  should  be  then  in 
the  treasury  of   this  State,  to  the  end  that  they  might  be  exchanged 
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for  Other  bills  to  be  provided  for  the  purpose  pursuant  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  congress  declaring  that  the  said  emissions  should  be  taken  out 
of  circulation.  And  whereas  the  treasurer  hath  accordingly  paid  into 
the  Continental  loan  office  a  sum  to  a  considerable  amount  consisting 
in  bills  of  the  said  emissions. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  treasurer  of 
this  State  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  receive 
of  the  commissioner  of  the  said  loan  office  the  bills  so  provided  as 
aforesaid  to  be  exchanged  for  the  said  bills  paid  into  the  said  office; 
That  the  said  treasurer  shall  out  of  any  monies  which  now  are  or  here- 
after shall  be  in  the  treasury  (including  the  monies  so  to  be  by  him  re- 
ceived in  exchange  as  aforesaid)  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  or  his  order,  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  the 
quota  allotted  to  this  State  of  the  sum  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  re- 
quired of  the  United  States,  by  resolution  of  congress  passed  the  fifth 
day  of  January  last.  That  the  treasurer  of  this  State  shall  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  and  required  to  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States  or  his  order  the  monies  from  time  to  time  to  be  received  in  the 
treasury  in  this  State  as  the  tax  raised  in  pursuance  of  this  act  to  the 
amount  of  twenty  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  quota  of  this  State 
of  the  sum  of  forty  five  millions  of  dollars  required  of  the  United 
States  by .  resolution  of  congress  passed  the  twenty  first  day  of  May 
last;  and  that  the  treasurer  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  incidental  ex- 
pences  which  may  arise  in  and  about  performing  the  several  matters 
required  of  him  by  this  clause,  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof  as  he 
shall  produce,  audited  by  the  auditor  general  of  this  State;  and  that  he 
shall  retain  in  his  hands  the  amount  of  such  account  out  of  any  monies 
which  may  be  in  the  treasury  at  the  time  of  the  auditing  thereof. 


CHAP.  28. 


AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  temporary  government  of  the  south- 
ern parts  of  this  State,  whenever  the  enemy  shall  abandon  or 
be  dispossessed  of  the  same,  and  until  the  legislature  can  be 
convened. 

Passed  the  23d  of  October,  1779. 

Preamble.  WHEREAS  some  time  will  necessarily  intervene  after  the  enemy  shall 
abandon  or  be  dispossessed  of  the  southern  parts  of  this  State,  and  be- 
fore the  legislature  can  be  convened;  In  order  therefore  to  provide  for 
the  peace  safety  and  government  of  the  said  parts  of  this  State,  during 
such  intervening  time,  and  to  enable  the  electors  in  the  southern  district 
and  in  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  and  the  counties  of  Suffolk, 
Queens,  Kings  and  Richmond,  to  renew  their  representation  in  Senate 
and  the  Assembly  respectively,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  district 
to  elect  corporation  and  town  officers. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented 
in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the 
same^  That  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for 
the  time  being,  together  with  the  president  of  the  senate,  the  chancellor, 
the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  the  representatives  in  senate  and 
assembly,  the  secretary  of  the  State,  the  attorney  general  and  the  judges 
of  the  several  counties,  for  the  time  being,  or  any  seven  of  them, 
whereof  the  person  administnng  the  government  of  this  State  for  the 
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time  being,  shall  always  be  one,  shall  be  a  council,  with  power  and 
authority  to  make  ordinances  for  the  several  purposes  following :  That 
is  to  say,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  peace  and  good  order  in  the 
southern  district  of  this  State — For  the  purpose  of  preventing  a  monopoly 
of  any  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  or  of  any  goods  wares  or  merchandizes 
within  the  said  district,  and  of  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  any  such 
necessaries,  goods,  wares  or  merchandizes  out  of  the  said  district —  For 
the  purpose  of  billeting  troops  within  the  said  district  —  For  the  pur- 
pose of  seizing  and  impressing  fuel,  forage,  vessels,  horses,  teams, 
carriages  and  drivers  —  For  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  markets  within 
the  said  district  with  provisions,  and  regulating  the  prices  of  such  pro- 
visions —  For  the  purpose  of  holding  elections  within  the  said  district,  for 
electing  representatives  in  senate  and  assembly,  and  corporation  and 
town  officers,  appointing  the  mode  in  which  such  election  shall  be  held 
and  conducted,  and  making  such  provisions  as  may  be  deemed  necessary, 
in  order  to  prevent  persons  charged  with,  or  suspected  of  disaffection  to 
the  freedom  and  independence  of  this  State  from  electing  or  being 
elected  at  such  elections;  and  also  with  power  and  authority,  to  confine 
any  person  or  persons  charged  with  treason  or  other  offence. 

Provided  nevertheless.  That  the  powers  and  authorities  of  the  said  Proirfso  aa 
council,  with  all  and  every  their  ordinances,  shall  cease  determine  and  J^dTnanoea 
become  void  on  the  sixtieth  day  after  the  first  day  on  which  they  shall  ^^ 
meet,  or  on  the  first  day  after  a  quorum  of  both  houses  of  the  legisla- 
ture shall  be  conveyed,  after  the  enemy  shall  abandon  or  be  dispos- 
sessed of   the  southern  district   of  this   State,  whichsoever   shall  first 
happen. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  con-  Oontraota 
tracts,  bargains  and  sales,  which  have  been  or  shall  be  made,  by  and  Sa™  and 
between  any  person  or  persons  now  out  of  the  said  southern  district,  ^oW. 
with  any  person  or  persons  in  the  said  southern  district,  or  between 
persons  within  the  said  southern  district,  and  not  already  carried  into 
full  execution  and  effect  by  all  parties  to  the  same,  since  the  enemy 
possessed  the  same,  and  before  the  evacuation  thereof,  by  the  enemy, 
or  their  expulsion  therefrom,  respecting  any  personal  property  that  shaJl 
be  within  the  said  district  at  the  time  of  such  evacuation  or  expulsion; 
excepting  all  contracts,  bargains  and  sales,  by  and  between  the  fixed 
residents  of  such  parts  of  the  county  of  Westchester,  as  are  out  of  the 
power  of  the  enemy,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  declared  to  be, 
absolutely  null  and  void  from  the  beginning,  as  if  the  same  respectively 
had  never  been  made. 


CHAP.  29. 

AN  ACT  to  appoint  commissioners  to  represent  this  State  in 
any  treaty  of  pacification  that  may  be  had  with  any  of  the 
nations  of  Indians  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  23d  of  October,  1779. 

Whereas  the  government  and  people  of  this   State  from  its  first  Preamble, 
becoming  an  English  colony,  as  well  as  their  predecessors  the  Dutch, 
who  were  the  original  planters  thereof,  have  from  time  to  time  expended 
vast  sums  of  money  for  the  protection  and  maintenance  of  the  six  nations 
of  Indians  residing  within  the  territories  of  the  said  State:     And  the 
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said  nations  by  repeated  treaties  and  grants  have  put  themselves  and 
the  country  which  they  occupied  under  the  protection  of  the  govern- 
ment of  this  State,  while  it  was  administred  by  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain;  and  a  considerable  part  of  the  right  of  soil  hath  been  actually 
purchased  from  them  for  valuable  considerations. 

And  whereas  Since  the  present  war  with  Great  Britain  the  said  nations 
have  by  the  most  solemn  treaties,  repeatedly  renewed,  engaged  to  observe 
the  strictest  friendship  towards  the  United  States  of  America  and  all 
their  inhabitants. 

And  whereas  Notwithstanding  all  these  solemn  treaties  engagements 
and  obligations  on  their  part,  and  the  repeated  acts  of  liberality  benevo- 
lence and  protection  on  the  part  of  this  State  from  its  original  planta- 
tion, four  of  the  said  nations,  namely,  the  Mohawks,  Onondagas,  Cayugas 
and  Senecas  have,  without  provocation  or  complaint,  ungratefully  and 
perfidiously  committed  the  most  cruel  hostilities  against  this  State, 
destroyed  the  lives  of  a  great  number  of  its  inhabitants,  carried  others 
into  captivity,  demolished  and  burned  down  many  settlements  and 
villages  and  plundered  the  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  same;  to 
our  very  great  distress  and  impoverishment:  Extending  at  the  same  time 
their  savage  barbarities  to  the  inhabitants  and  territories  of  the  neigh- 
bouring States;  and  have  moreover  concealed  in  their  castles  and 
villages  our  implacable  enemies,  encouraged  the  disaffection  of  many 
of  our  inhabitants  by  promises  and  menaces:  and  to  the  utmost  of 
their  force  and  power  voluntarily  aided  and  assisted  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  and  his  adherents  in  their  attempt  to  reduce  this  country  to 
ignominous  bondage. 
OommU-  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre- 
powere*  sented  in  Seriate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
and  duUet  /^^  same  That  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for 
the  time  being  and  Anthony  Van  Schaick  Levi  Pawling  and  Peter 
Schuyler  Esquires  and  Colonel  Jacob  Klock,  or  the  major  part  of  them 
of  whom  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the 
time  being  shall  always  be  one,  shall  be  and  are  hereby  authorized  and 
impowered  to  be  commissioners  for  this  State  in  case  of  a  treaty  of 
pacification  hereafter  to  be  set  on  foot  between  the  said  hostile  nations 
of  Indians  of  the  one  part  and  the  United  States  of  America  or  this 
State  on  the  other  part  to  ask  demand  and  by  every  way  and  means 
in  their  power  to  obtain  for  and  in  behalf  of  this  State,  such  security 
and  engagement  from  the  said  hostile  nations  of  Indians  not  only  for 
indemnifying  and  securing  this  State  and  the  subjects  and  inhabitants 
thereof  respectively  against  all  future  hostilities  that  might  otherwise 
be  committed  by  the  said  nations  of  Indians  either  jointly  or  severally 
or  the  individual  members  of  the  same  respectively,  but  also  to  ask 
demand  exact  and  receive  such  compensation  and  retribution  for  the 
abovementioned  hostilities  and  injuries,  whether  in  such  treaty  of  paci- 
fication with  the  said  United  States  or  with  this  State  as  shall  be  proper 
and  in  every  such  treaty  of  pacification  if  the  United  States  shall  be  par- 
ties thereto,  to  insist  and  require  in  behalf  of  this  State,  to  be  admitted  to 
represent  the  same  particularly  as  a  principal  and  contracting  party 
thereto  by  particular  specification  as  an  independent  State;  and  in 
case  either  of  such  treaty  between  the  said  United  States  conjointly  or 
this  State  separately  of  the  one  part  and  the  said  hostile  nations  of 
Indians  or  any  or  either  of  them  on  the  other  part,  to  contract  and  agree 
on  the  terms  thereof;  and  that  the  said  commissioners  or  the  major  part 
of  them  shall  from  time  to  time  report  to  the  legislature  of  this  State 
all  and  singular  the  actings  and  doings  of  the  parties  to  any  such  treaty 
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or  treaties  and  each  of  them  as  the  same  shall  occur    And  that  the  Copies  of 
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person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  be^furaLK 
shall   without    delay    furnish   the   congress  of  the   United   States   of  «<*  cod-^ 
America  and  their  commissioners  fqr  Indian  affairs  respectively  with  '"^**^  * 
copies  of  this  law;     And  further  that  for  all  reasonable  expences  which 
shall  be  incurred  on  the  part  of  this  State  in  the  progress  and  comple- 
tion of  the  premises,  adequate  provision  shall  be  made  by  some  future 
act  or  acts  of  the  legislature  of  this  State. 


CHAP.  30. 

A  SUPPLEMENTARY  ACT  to  an  act  entitled  "An  act  of 
accession  to  and  approbation  of  certain  proposed  articles  of 
confederation  and  perpetual  union  betv^reen  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  to  authorize  the  delegates  of  the  State  of  New 
York  to  ratify  the  same  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  this  State 
in  the  congress  of  the  said  United  States." 

Passed  the  23d  of  October,  1779. 

Whereas  in  and  by  a  certain  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  State  of  Preamble. 
New  York  entitled  **An  act  of  accession  to,  and  approbation  of  certain 
'*  proposed  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  between  the 
"  United  States  of  America,  and  to  authorize  the  delegates  of  the  State 
"  of  New  York  to  ratify  the  same  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  this  State,  in 
**  the  congress  ot  the  said  United  States,"  among  other  things  reciting 
certain  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  between  the  States 
of  New  Hampshire  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Providence 
Plantations,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey  Pennsylvania,  Dela- 
ware, Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
transmitted  by  the  honorable  congress  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
for  the  consideration  of  the  legislature  of  this  State,  and  for  their  ratifi- 
cation in  case  they  should  approve  of  the  same,  it  is  enacted  that  the 
said  several  articles  of  confederation,  and  all  and  singular  the  matters 
clauses  and  things  in  the  same  contained,  be  and  the  same  are  thereby 
fully  accepted  received  and  approved  of  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  people 
of  this  State.  And  to  the  end  that  the  same  might  with  all  due  form 
and  solemnity  be  ratified  and  confirmed  by  this  State  in  congress,  it 
is  thereby  further  enacted  that  the  delegates  of  this  State  in  the  said 
congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  any  two  of  the  said 
delegates  should  be  and  thereby  are  fully  'authorized  impowered  and 
required,  wholly  entirely  and  absolutely,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  people 
of  this  State,  and  in  such  manner,  and  under  such  formalities,  as  shall 
be  determined  in  congress,  to  ratify  and  confirm  all  and  every  the  said 
articles,  of  confederation,  and  all  and  singular  the  clauses  matters  and 
things  therein  contained; 

Provided  always  that  nothing  in  that  act,  or  the  said  therein  recited  Proviso  as 
articles  of  confederation  contained,  nor  any  act  matter  or  thing  to  be  tfon^bjf*^*' 
done  and  transacted  by  the  delegates  of  this  State  in  congress  in  and  congrew. 
concerning  the  premises  or  any  part  thereof,  should  bind  or  oblige,  or 
be  construed  deemed  or  esteemed  to  bind  or  oblige  the  government 
legislature  people  subjects  inhabitants  or  residents  of  this.  State  until 
the  said  above  recited  articles  of  confederation  shall  have  been  ratified 
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and  confirmed  by  or  in  behalf  of  all  the  said  United  States  in-  congress 
assembled,  as  by  the  said  act  relation  thereunto  being  had  may  more 
fully  appear. 

And  whereas  it  riiay  become  essential  to  the  permanent  welfare  and 
security  of  these  United  States  that  the  said  articles  of  confederation 
and  perpetual  union  should  be  ratified  and  carried  into  efiect  by  such 
of  the  said  States  as  have  acceded  or  shall  accede  thereto;  although  the 
same  should  not  receive  the  immediate  approbation  and  sanction  of  all. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorky  repre- 
sented in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  samCy  That  full  power  and  authority  shall  be  and  is  hereby  granted 
to  the  delegates  of  this  State,  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  or  any  three  of  them,  And  the  said  delegates  or  any  three  of 
them  are  hereby  accordingly  authorized  and  impowered,  for  and  in 
behalf  of  this  State,  to  unite  for  the  final  accomplishment  of  the  said 
confederation  and  perpetual  union  with  such  and  so  many  of  the  dele- 
gates of  the  said  United  States  respectively,  who  may  for  that  purpose 
be  lawfully  authorized,  as  they  shall  in  their  wisdom  judge  proper  and 
competent  for  mutual  defense  and  permanent  security;  and  thereupon 
in  such  manner  and  under  such  formalities  as  may  be  deemed  expedient, 
shall  ratify  and  confirm  all  and  every  the  said  articles  of  confederation 
and  perpetual  union.  And  this  State  and  the  inhabitants  and  residents 
within  the  same,  shall  at  all  times  thereafter  be  bound  by,  and  held  to 
the  due  observance  of  the  said  articles,  and  every  clause  thereof,  as  long 
as  the  said  confederation  shall  subsist  and  endure;  Any  thing-  in  the 
said  recited  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  State,  or  in  the  said  articles  of 
confederation,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 


CHAP.  31. 


AN  ACT   to  provide   for   the   payment   of  certain   contingent 
expences  of  this  State. 

Passed  the  25th  of  October,  1779. 

Appropria-      Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in 

s^aries.      Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  samCy 

That  the  treasurer  of  this  State,  shall  out  of  the  monies  which  now  are 

or  which  shall  be  in  the  treasury,  pay  the  following  several  sums  of 

money  to  the  following  persons  and  uses  respectively;  that  is  to  say; 

To  the  several  members*  of  the  senate  and  assembly  for  each  and 
every  day  they  shall  severally  have  attended  in  senate  and  assembly 
during  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  each  the  sum  of  twelve 
dollars;  and  for  each  and  every  day  they  shall  be  severally  travelling 
from  their  respective  places  of  abode  to  the  place  of  meeting  of  the 
legislature,  and  returning,  each  the  sum  of  twelve  dollars;  agreeable  to 
such  accounts  thereof  as  they  shall  respectively  produce,  certified  by  the 
president  of  the  senate,  or  speaker  of  the  assembly,  as  the  case  may  be; 
the  account  of  the  president  of  the  senate,  to  be  certified  by  the  clerk 
of  the  senate;  and  the  account  of  the  speaker  of  the  assembly,  to  be  cer- 
tified by  the  clerk  of  the  assembly. 

To  the  Honorable  Robert  Yates  Esquire  one  of  the  puisne  justices^of 
the  supreme  court  of  this  State,  for  extraordinary  duties  and  services  in 
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his  oflSce  prior  to  the  fifth  day  of  July  last,  and  in  consideration  of  the 
advanced  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
pounds. 

To  the  Honorable  John  Sloss  Hobart  Esquire  one  of  the  puisne  jus- 
tices of  the  said  supreme  court,  for  extraordinary  duties  and  services  in 
his  oflfice  prior  to  the  fifth  day  of  July  last,  and  in  consideration  of  the  ad- 
vanced prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds. 

To  the  Honorable  John  Morin  Scott  Esquire  secretary  of  this  State  Secretary 
for  extraordinary  duties  and  services  in  his  office  prior  to  the  fifth  day  ^^  s^t*- 
of  July  last,  and  in  consideration  of  the  advanced  prices  of  the  neces- 
saries of  life,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds. 

To  Robert  Benson  Esquire  clerk  of  the  senate,  for  his  sevices  in  that  cierk  of 
station  during  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  twenty  dollars  per  ®®'**'®- 
day,  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce,  certified  by  the 
president  of  the  senate. 

To  the  said  Robert  Benson  for  sundry  sums  by  him  advanced  for  the 
use  of  the  senate,  the  amount  of  such  account  tnereof  as  he  shall  pro- 
duce, certified  by  the  president  of  the  senate. 

To  John  McKesson  Esquire  clerk  of  the  assembly  for  his  services  in  clerk  of 
that  station,  during  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  twenty  dollars  "fi*®°»Wy. 
per  day,  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce,  certified 
by  the  speaker  of  the  assembly. 

To  the  said  John  McKesson  for  sundry  sums  by  him  advanced  for 
the  use  of  the  assembly,  the  amount  of  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall 
produce,  certified  by  the  speaker  of  the  assembly. 

To  Mr.  John  Myer  for  engrossing  the  minutes  of  the  council  of  ap-  John 
pointment  and  going  twice  to  Fish  Kill  to  procure  the  binding  of  the  ^^^y®'- 
same,  one  hundred  and  thirty  six  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  four 
pence. 

To  Victor  Bicker  doorkeeper  to  the  senate,  for  his  services  in  that  Doo^- 
station,  during  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  fifteen  dollars  per  eewKT.*' 
day,  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce,  certified  by 
the  president  of  the  senate. 

To  Richard  Ten  Eyck  doorkeeper  to  the  assembly,  for  his  services  in  Ibid,  of 
that  station,  during  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  fifteen  dollars  ***®™   ^' 
per  day,  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce,  certified 
by  the  speaker  of  the  assembly. 

To  Samuel  Dodge  Esquire  appointed  commissioner  to  have  the  care  Commi^ 
and  superintendance  of  such  poor  as  were  removed  from  the  city  of  poor!^  ^ 
New  York  to  the  county  of  Dutchess,  the  sum  of  six  thousand  pounds, 
for  the  use  of  the  said  poor. 

To  Abraham  Bevier  commissioner  appointed  to  have  the  care  and 
superintendance  of  such  poor  as  were  removed  from  the  city  of  New 
York  to  the  county  of  Ulster,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds,  for  the 
support  of  the  said  poor. 

To  Ebenezer  Purdy  Esquire  hereby  appointed  commissioner  to  have 
the  care  and  superintendance  of  such  poor  as  were  removed  from  the 
city  of  New  York  to  the  county  of  Westchester,  the  sum  of  four  thou- 
sand pounds,  for  the  use  of  the  said  poor. 

To  the  said  Samuel  Dodge  Abraham  Bevier  and  Ebenezer  Purdy  for 
their  respective  services  in  having  the  care  and  superintendance  of  the 
several  poor  herein  before  mentioned,  each  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars 
per  day  for  each  day,  they  shall  respectively  be  actually  employed  in  the 
said  business,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  agreeable  to  such 
accounts  thereof  as  they  shall  respectively  produce,  attested  on  oath, 
and  audited  by  the  auditor  general  of  this  State. 
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To  Frederick  Fox  of  German  Flatts  district  in  Tryon  county 
Esquire,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  pounds  for  the  use  of  the 
following  poor  widows  in  Tryon  county  (whose  husbands  have  beea 
slain  by  the  enemy)  and  their  children,  to  wit,  Elisabeth  Hillier  and  her 
four  children,  Catharine  Remar,  Elizabeth  Trine  and  her  six  children, 
Catharine  Ringle  and  her  four  children,  Gertrude  Stienwax  and  her  two 
children,  Elizabeth  Bowen  and  her  five  children,  Elizabeth  Brown  and 
her  three  children  the  widow  of  Joost  Smith  deceased,  and  her  child, 
and  the  widow  of  Adam  Torenbergh  deceased,  and  her  six  children, 
equally  to  be  divided  among  them  per  capita,  that  is  to  say,  each  the 
sum  of  thirty  dollars. 

To  the  commissioners  appointed,  or  who  may  be  appointed,  for  detect- 
ing and  defeating  conspiracies  within  this  State,  or  any  three  of  them, 
such  further  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  they  or  any  three  of  them,  shall 
from  time  to  time  require  to  defray  the  expence  oi^  the  business  com- 
mitted to  them,  so  as  the  amount  of  such  farther  sum  or  sums  shall  not 
in  the  whole  exceed  the  sum  of  three  thousand  pounds. 

To  Jonathan  Lawrence  Thomas  Palmer  and  Henry  Glenn  Esquires, 
commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  this 
State,  entitled  "  An  act  for  compleating  the  five  Continental  battalions 
raised  under  the  direction  of  this  State,"  the  further  sum  of  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds  to  enable  them  to  discharge  the  expence  of  con- 
ducting the  men  drafted  to  compleat  the  said  batallions,  from  different 
parts  of  this  State,  to  East  Town  in  Pennsylvania. 

To  Micah  Townsend  Esquire  the  sum  of  seventy  pounds  to  reimburse 
his  expences  in  a  journey  from  Cumberland  county,  to  his  excellency  the 
governor,  on  the  business  of  quieting  the  disorders  prevailing  in  the 
northeastern  parts  of  this  State. 

To  the  said  Micah  Townsend  the  further  sum  of  thirty  eight  pounds 
to  reimburse-  sundry  inhabitants  of  Cumberland  county  for  the  like  sum 
by  them  advanced  to  defray  the  expence  of  Henry  Sherburn,  on  a 
journey  to  his  excellency  the  governor,  and  for  other  disbursements,  in 
order  to  the  appointment  of  militia  officers  in  that  county. 

To  Charles  Phelps  Esquire  or  his  order  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and 
sixty  pounds  to  reimburse  his  expences  in  attending  upon  the  legislature 
of  this  State,  and  by  permission  of  the  legislature,  attending  congress 
on  the  business  of  quieting  the  said  disorders  prevailing  in  the  north- 
eastern parts  of  this  State;  deducting  thereout  nevertl^eless,  and  retain- 
ing in  the  treasury,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  advanced  to  the  said 
Charles  Phelps  by  Francis  Lewis  Esquire,  on  the  account  of  this  State. 

To  Lawrence  Fonda  Esquire  one  of  the  persons  employed  by  his  ex- 
cellency the  governor  to  prevent  violations  of  the  embargo  act,  agree- 
able to  the  joint  resolutions  of  both  houses  of  the  legislature  passed  in 
the  month  of  October  last,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  thirteen  pounds 
sixteen  shillings  and  four  pence,  for  the  expence  and  wages  of  persons 
by  him  employed  as  guards  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

To  the  said  Samuel  Dodge  Esquire  the  sum  of  forty  six  pounds  four 
shillings  for  the  expence  of  removing  the  records  in  the  office  of  the 
secretary  of  this  State,  from  Poughkeepsie  to  Fish  Kill  in  Dutchess 
county. 

To  Isaac  Sawyer  and  St.  Leger  Cowley  each  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred pounds  as  a  gratuity  for  their  valor  and  resolute  conduct  in  effect- 
ing their  escape  when  captivated  by  the  Indians. 

To  the  several  members  of  senate  and  of  the  late  assembly,  for  each 
and  every  day  they  shall  severally  have  attended  at  Kingston  in  Ulster 
county  in  the  month  of  June  last,  for  the  purpose  of  a  meeting  of  the 
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legislature,  each  the  sum  of  six  dollars;  and  for  each  and  every  day  they 
were  severally  travelling  from  their  respective  places  of  abode  to  King- 
ston, and  returning,  each  the  sum  of  nine  dollars,  agreeable  to  such 
accounts  thereof  as  they  shall  respectively  produce,  certified  by  the 
president  of  the  senate  or  speaker  of  the  assembly,  as  the  case  may  be; 
and  the  account  of  the  president  of  the  senate  to  be  certified  by  the 
clerk  of  the  senate;  and  the  account  of  the  present  speaker  of  the  assem- 
bly, to  be  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the  assembly. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  Ebenezer 
Ebenezer  Purdy  out  of  the  sum  of  four  thousand  pounds  granted  to  him  pa/lJo^- 
by  this  act,  for  the  use  of  the  said  poor  in  West  Chester  county  shall  pay  2y?^*^P,®j^ 
and  discharge  all  monies  due  to  Zebediah  Mills  Esquire  late  commis-  muS. 
sioner  to  superintend  the  said  poor  agreeable  to  such  accounts  thereof 
as  he  shall  produce,  attested  on  oath  and  audited  by  the  auditor  general 
of  this  State. 

Whereas  the  senate  and  assembly  did  by  concurrent  resolutions  Proviso  as 
passed  the  fourth  day  of  April  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  sta^^  ^ 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  declare  that  the  legislature  would  pro- 
vide for  the  repayment  of  such  sums  as  the  treasurer  should  take  on 
loan  for  the  use  of  this  State  within  one  year  from  the  time  when  such 
sums  should  be  respectively  paid  into  the  treasury  and  with  interest  for 
the  same  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  from  the  time  of  such  payment. 

And  whereas  the  treasurer  hath  in  consequence  of  the  said  resolutions 
received  into  the  treasury  on  loan  for  the  use  of  this  State  sundry  sums. 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  Treasurer 
treasurer  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  out  of  the  JJ^J^th 
monies  which  now  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be  in  the  treasury,  to  repay  the  interest, 
several  sums  so  taken  on  loan  as  aforesaid  with  interest  as  aforesaid,  or 
to  pay  the  interest  only  at  the  option  of  the  respective  lenders. 


CHAP.  32. 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  production  of  certain  original  papers 
lodged  in  the  secretary's  office  on  the  hearing  of  the  contro- 
versies respecting  the  boundaries  of  this  State. 

Passed  the  9th  of  February,  1780. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  that  certain  original  papers  in  the  preamble, 
secretary's  office  will  be  necessary  on  the  hearing  of  the  controversies 
lately  submitted  to  the  determination  of  the  honorable  congress  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  respecting  the  boundaries  of  this  State  of 
New  York. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre-  secretary 
seniedin  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  ^/*^. 
the  same.  That  it  shall  and  maybe  lawful  to  and  for  the  secretary  ofvejautot 
the  State  of  New  York,  or  his  deputy  to  produce  on  the  said  hearing,  ^?J\^e 
and  for  that  purpose  to  convey  out  of  the  State  all  such  original  papers  u»^  *n 
remaining  in  the  secretary's  office,  as  by  the  Honorable  James  Duane  *     *"°®' 
and  John  Morin  Scott  Esquires  and  Egbert  Benson  Esquire,  commis- 
sioners appointed  by  an  act  passed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  legislature 
entitled    *An  act  to  empower  the  congress  of  the  United  States  of 
America  to  determine  all  controversies  relative  to  certain  lands  in  the 
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counties  of  Cumberland,  Gloucester,  Charlotte,  and  Albany  commonly 
called  the  New  Hampshire  grants/*  or  by  any  two  of  the  said  commis- 
sioners, shall  be  judged  necessary  for  the  better  manifestation  of  the 
boundaries  and  jurisdiction  of  this  State. 


CHAP.  33. 

AN  ACT  granting  a  further  reprieve  to  Jonah  Wood  convicted 

of  murder. 

Passed  the  9th  of  February,  1780. 

Preamble.  WHEREAS  the  legislature  at  their  last  meeting,  did  by  act  suspend  the 
execution  of  Jonah  Wood  convicted  of  murder,  for  a  certain  time 
therein  limited,  and  which  will  soon  expire. 

And  whereas  it  is  deemed  proper  further  to  suspend  the  execution  of 
the  said  Jonah  Wood.     Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  the  execution  of  the  said  Jonah  Wood  for  the  murder 
aforesaid,  shall  be  and  is  hereby  further  suspended,  and  a  further  re- 
prieve is  hereby  accordingly  granted  to  the  said  Jonah  Wood,  until 
thirty  days  after  the  first  day  on  which  a  quorum  of  both  houses  shall 
be  convened  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature. 


Bxeoution 
suspended. 


Preamble. 


Supetris- 
ors  to 
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assesRors. 


Assessors 
to  take 
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Into 
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CHAP.  34. 

AN  ACT  more  effectually  to  supply  the  army  with  flour. 

Passed  the  12th  of  February,  1780. 

Whereas  the  necessities  of  the  army  call  for  an  immediate  supply  of 
flour. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre- 
sented in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same  That  immediately  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  several  su- 
pervisors of  the  respective  towns  manors  precints  and  districts  within 
this  State  shall  convene  the  assessors  thereof  respectively.  That  the 
said  assessors  being  so  convened  shall  each  of  them  take  the  following 
oath,  (which  oath  the  supervisor  is  hereby  empowered  and  required  to 
administer)  viz. 

"  I,  A  B,  do  solemnly  swear  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  that  I 
"  will  faithfully  and  truly  perform  and  discharge  the  duties  enjoined  upon 
"  me  by  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  more  effectually  to  supply  the  army  with 
"  flour"  to  the  best  of  my  ability  and  judgment:"  so  help  me  God. 

That  the  supervisors,  respetively,  shall  thereupon  divide  their  respect- 
ive towns,  manors,  precincts,  and  districts  into  as  many  parts  as  they 
shall  judge  proper,  assigning  to  each  assessor,  or  to  any  two  or  more  of 
them,  his  or  their  part.  That  the  said  assessors  shall  without  delay  pro- 
ceed, within  the  parts  assigned  to  them  respectively,  to  examine  and 
make  an  estimate  of  all  the  wheat,  whether  threshed  or  in  the  straw,  and 
flour  which  shall  be  in  the  possession  of  any  person  or  persons  whatso- 
ever.    That  in  order  the  more  effectually  to  enable  the  said  assessors  to 
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examine  and  make  the  said  estimate,  the  said  assessors  are,  by  this  act, 
fully  empowered  to  enter,  and  if  need  be,  by  force  to  break  open  any 
house  store  house  barn,  mill  or  any  other  place  whatsoever.    That  the  Wheat  and 
said  assessors  shall,  within  the  parts  assigned  to  them   respectively  as  JSzedfor 
aforesaid,  forthwith  seize  for  the  use  of  the  army,  all  the  wheat  and  flour  use  of  the 
which  shall  be  found  in  the  possession  of  any  person  or  persons  what-  "™^' 
soever  which  in  the  judgment  of  the  assessor  or  assessors  so  seizing, 
shall  exceed  the  rate  of  one  bushel  of  wheat,  or  the  like  proportion  of 
flour,  per  head  per  month  to  every  person  belonging  to  the  respective 
families  of  the  persons  in  whose  possession  the  said  wheat  or  flour  shall 
be  found  from  the  time  of  seizing  to  the  first  day  of  August  next.  That  Note  of 
the  assessor  or  assessors  so  seizing  shall  make  a  note  in  writing,  specify-  b?Sj!3fe*** 
ing  the  quantity  of  flour  or  wheat  so  seized  from  each  respective  per-  etc. 
son,  and  which  note  shall  be  delivered  to  the  said  person  or  left  at  his 
or  her  usual  place  of  abode-     That  the  assessors  shall  keep  an  account  Account  to 
in  writing  of  each  quantity  of  wheat  and  flour  by  them  respectively  ^Sred  to 
seized,  and  containing  also  the  names  and  places  of  abode  of  the  several  commissa- 
persons  in  whose  possession  respectively,  such  wheat  and  flour  was  at  '^*®°®'^* 
the  time  of  the  seizure  thereof,  and  shall  with  all  convenient  speed  de- 
liver a  true  copy  of  such  account  to  the  commissary  general  of  purchases, 
or  to  one  of  his  deputies,  assistants  or  agents,  and  another  copy  to  the 
supervisor.     That  the  said  commissary  general  or  either  of  his  depu-  Two-thirds 
ties  assistants  or  agents  shall  be  by  this  act  fully  empowered,  and  by  J^^^nJ^  ^ 
force  if  need  be,  to  take  of  the  respective  quantities  of  flour  and  wheat  JSe  of 
specified  in  such  account  two  third  parts  and  apply  it  to  the  use  of  the  J^JiJdep 
army,  paying  to  the  respective  proprietors  thereof  the  highest  current  to  b©  sold 
price.     That  the  remaining  third  part  of  the  said  respective  quantities  hivinT"*" 
of  flour  and  wheat  shall  remain  in  the  custody  of  the  several  persons  in  p«rmito. 
whose  hands  the  same  shall  be  seized  and  be  sold  by  the  said  persons 
respectively  to  such  persons  as  shall  have  permits  from  the  supervisor  to 
purchase     That  such  permits  shall  be  granted  by  the  supervisor  to  such 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  as  shall  apply  for  the  same  and  for  such 
quantity  of  flour  and  wheat  to  each  respective  inhabitant  as  the  super- 
visor shall  deem  reasonable,  and  to  be  specified  in  each  respective  certifi- 
cate-    That  the  supervisor  shall  not  grant  such  permit  unless  the  per-  oath  to  b© 
son  applying  for  the  same  shall  previously  make  oath;  or  if  of  the  people  f^^"*"" 
called  Quakers  affirmation  (and  which  the  supervisor  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  administer)  that  the  quantity  of  wheat  or  flour  so  to  be  pur- 
chased by  the  said  person  is  intended  only  and  is  necessary  for  the  sup- 
port of  his  or  her  family  until  the  first  day  of  August  next 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  if  any  Penalty  for 
person  or  persons  whatsoever  from  whom  any  wheat  or  flour  shall  be  so  SJof*'*"'' 
seized,  shall  embezzle  or  secrete  or  suffer  to  be  embezzled  or  secreted 
the  same  or  any  part  thereof  so  that  the  same  shall  not  be  had  when  le- 
gally demanded;  such  person  or  persons  so  offending  shall  forfeit  five 
times  the  value  of  the  quantity  of  wheat  or  flour  so  embezzled  or  se- 
creted to  be  recovered  with  reasonable  costs  in  a  summary  way  before 
any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  where  the  offence  shall  arise  by 
the  commissary  general  of  purchases,  or  any  one  of  his  deputies,  assistants 
or  agents  or  by  the  person  having  a  permit  to  purchase  as  aforesaid,  de- 
manding the  same  as  the  case  may  be  the  one  moiety  thereof  to  the 
prosecutor,  and  the  other  moiety  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  treas- 
urer of  the  county  wherein  the  forfeiture  shall  have  arisen,  to  be  applied 
by  the  supervisors  to  the  use  of  the  county. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the   authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  Proceed- 
wheat  or  flour  shall  be  seized,  as  aforesaid;  and  the  assessor  or  assessors  *°^  ^'*®° 
26 
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owner  can-  seizing  the  Same  cannot  ascertain  the  owner  or  owners  thereof ;  the  per- 
2^r-        son  or  persons  so  seizing  shall  deliver  in  writing  to  the  owner  or  keeper 
tained.       of  the  house,  mill,  bam  or  store  house  where  such  wheat  or  flour  shall 
be  deposited,  or  shall  leave  such  notice  at  the  usual  place  of  abode  of 
such  owner  or  keeper,  and  with  some  person  of  his  or  her  family  of  the 
age  of  discretion  specifying  the  quantity  of  the  wheat  or  flour  so  seized, 
and  if  after  such  notice  given  the  said  wheat  or  flour  or  any  part  thereof, 
shall  he  embezzled;  the  owner  of  the  house  mill  bam  or  store  house 
wherein  such  wheat  or  flour  was  deposited  shall  incur  a  like  forfeiture, 
and  which  shall  be  sued  for,  and  when  recovered  applied  as  aforesaid. 
Oompensa-      And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  said 
AMdMore.    assessors  shall  respectively  be  entitled  as  a  reward  for  their  services  in 
seizing  and  making  their  return  as  aforesaid,  at  the  rate  of  four  shillings 
for  each  bushel  of  wheat  and  one  dollar  tor  each  hundred  weight  of 
flour  to  be  by  them  respectively  seized  by  virtue  of  this  act  and  which 
How  to  be  allowances  shall  be  paid  to  them  in  manner  following  viz.    Two  third 
^*    '  parts  thereof  by  the  commissary  general  of  purchases  his  deputy  assist- 

ant  or  agent  to  whom  such  return  shall  be  made  as  aforesaid;  and  upon 
the  delivery  of  such  return,  and  the  remaining  third  part  thereof  by 
the  respective  persons  having  such  permits  and  for  the  quantity  speci- 
fied in  each  permit  and  which  said  third  part  shall  be  paid  by  the  said 
persons  respectively  upon  receiving  their  permits,  to  the  supervisor  for 
AHowanoe  the  use  of  the  assessors  and  that  the  supervisor  shall  be  allowed  for  his 
vTsorSf'^"    services  in  granting  such  permits  and  taking  such  affidavit  one  dollar 
for  each  permit  to  be  paid  by  the  several  persons  to  whom  such  per- 
mits shall  be  granted  and  upon  the  receipt  of  their  respective  permits. 
Penalty  ttor      And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  if  any  su- 
p^^orm     pervisor  or  assessor  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  do  and  perform  the  sev- 
d?tie^^        ^^^  matters  enjoined  on  him  by  this  act;  every  such  supervisor  and 
assessor  so  offending  shall  for  every  offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred pounds,  to  be  sued  for,  recovered,  and  applied  in  like  manner  as 
aforesaid. 
Justices  of      And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That   in  case* 
when^bo*'   of  the  death  or  absence  of  the  supervisor  or  supervisors,  any  justice  of 
^^'  the  peace  resident  within  the  respective  towns  manors  districts  or  pre- 

cincts shall  upon  the  application  of  the  said  commissary  general  or  any 
of  his  deputies  assistants  or  agents,  do  and  perform  the  several  matters 
hereby  enjoined  on  the  supervisors:  And  shall  incase  of  neglect  or  refu- 
sal to  do  or  perform  any  of  the  said  several  matters;  incur  a  like  forfeit- 
ure to  be  recovered  and  applied  as  aforesaid. 


CHAP.  35. 

AN  ACT  to  facilitate  supplies  for  the  army  of  the  United  States 
within  this  State. 

Passed  the  12th  of  February,  1780. 

Preamble.  WHEREAS  applications  are  made  to  this  State  for  an  immediate 
supply  of  provisions  for  the  army  of  the  United  States;  and  no  effectual 
measures  can  justly  be  pursued,  without  payment  for  the  commodities  to 
be  drawn  forth  — 

And  whereas  it  is  represented,  that  the  purchasing  officers  in  the  re- 
spective departments  are  unfurnished  with  money  to  answer  the  public 
exigencies: 
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And  whereas  a  petition,  from  many  of  the  citizens  of  this  State,  has 
been  presented  to  the  legislature,  setting  forth  that  they  have  sold 
large  quantities  of  provisions,  forage  and  other  articles  for  the  use  of 
the  army  of  the  United  States;  and  have  not  received  payment;  the  pur- 
chasing officers  alledging  that  it  is  out  of  their  power  to  satisfy  their  de- 
mands for  want  of  a  supply  of  money  from  the  Continental  treasurer: 
That  the  petitioners  are,  at  the  same  time,  called  upon  for  their  quota  of 
taxes,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States;  which,  by  the  detention  of  the 
sums  due  to  them  from  the  public,  they  are  unable  to  pay:  and  there- 
fore praying  for  relief  from  the  legislature. 

And  whereas  the  public  safety  may  be  in  danger,  unless  an  immediate 
remedy  is  applied  in  the  premisses. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by   the  People  of  the  State  of  New   York^  Certifloates 
represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  Jjc^pted 
of  the  same;  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  several  collectors  of  in  lieu  of 
the  State-taxes,  throughout  this  State,  to  receive  from  the  inhabitants  ^*^®®' 
within  their  respective  wards,  towns,  manors,  districts  and  precincts,  in 
lieu  of  money,  for  such  taxes,  any  printed  certificate  signed  by  Morgan 
Lewis  Esquire,  as  deputy  quarter  master  general,  Udny  Hay  Esquire 
as  deputy  quarter  master  general  in  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
Jacob  Cuyler  Esquire,  as  deputy  commissary  general  of  purchases  to  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  or  Andrew  Bostwick  Esquire  as  deputy 
commissary  of  forage  to  the  army  of  the  United  States,  or  either  of 
them,  to  the  amount  of  the  sum  specified  in  each  respective  certificate 
and  which  sum  shall  be  inserted  in  the  certificate  in  words  at  full  length. 

Provided  that  no  collector  shall  receive  in  payment  any  such  certifi-  only  to  be 
cate,  but  only  from  the  person  in  whose  favour  the  same  shall  be  given,  JJSm^i^- 
and  whose  name  shall  be  written  therein,  or  for  any  greater  amount  son  to 
than  the  amount  of  the  tax  to  be  paid  by  each  respective  person,  or  un-  Jve™ 
less  such  certificate  shall  be  dated  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June  next. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That   the  sev-  Treasurers 
eral  county  treasurers  shall  receive  from  the  several  collectors,  in  their  ceruS-*^* 
respective  counties,  such  certificates  in  payment  for  taxes.  And  that  the  cate*. 
treasurer  of  the  State  for  the  time  being  shall  in  like  manner  receive 
the  same  from  the  several  county  treasurers,  and  charge  the  sum  due  on 
each  certificate,  to  the  account  of  the  said  Morgan  Lewis,  Udny  Hay, 
Jacob  Cuyler  or  Andrew  Bostwick  which  soever  of  them  shall  have 
signed  the  same  respectively,  as  so  much  money  advanced  to  them  re- 
spectively, on  the  credit  of  the  United  States. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority^   aforesaidy  That   it   shall  Forma, 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  Morgan  Lewis,  Udny  Hay,  Jacob  Cuy-  o^'ifl<^tea 
ler  and  Andrew   Bostwick,    together  with    Gerard   Bancker    Esquire  to  be 
treasurer  of  this  State,  or  the  treasurer  for  the  time  being,  or  any  three  •®"*^- 
of  them,  of  which  the  said  treasurer  for  the  time  being  shall  be  one, 
to  settle  and  adjust  the  forms  of  the  said  certificates,  in  such  manner  as 
they  shall  think  most  proper  to  prevent  the  evil  effects  which  may  arise 
from  false  or  counterfeit  certificates. 

Provided  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  toproviaoas 
deprive  the  several  persons  to  whom  such  certificates  shall  be  given,  of  ^J*^!^ 
the  remedy  which  they  would  respectively  have  had  for  the  recovery  of  oeived  for 
the  sums  specified  in  such  of  the  said  certificates  as  shall  not  be  received  *"®*' 
in  payment  for  taxes  if  this  act  had  not  passed. 

And  be   it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That   if    any  Counter- 
person  shall  counterfeit  any  such  certificate,  or  shall  alter  any  such  cer-  JlJony.* 
tificate  so  that  the  same  shall  appear  to  have  been  given  for  a  greater 
sum  than  the  same  was  intended  to  have  been  given  for,  the  person  so 
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offending  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  shall  on  conviction,  suf- 
fer the  pains,  penalties  and  forfeitures,  prescribed  by  law  in  cases  of 
felony,  without  benefit  of  clergy. 


CHAP.  36. 

AN  ACT  to  annex  the  lands  belonging  to  the  corporation  of 
the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  Schenectady  and 
the  settlement  called  Corys  Brook  now  in  the  districts  of  Half 
Moon  and  the  united  districts  of  Schohary  and  Duanesburgh 
to  the  district  of  Schenectady. 
^  Passed  the  12th  of  February,  1780, 

Preamble.  Whereas  the  tract  of  land  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Corys 
Brook  in  the  county  of  Albany,  being  contiguous  to  the  district  of 
Schenectady,  it  will  be  more  convenient  for  the  inhabitants  residing  on 
the  said  tract  to  attend  elections,  and  perfonn  public  duties  required  of 
them  by  law  in  the  district  of  Schenectady  than  in  the  united  districts 
of  Duanesburgh  and  Schoharie  to  which  they  now  belong. 

And  whereas  part  of  two  tracts  of  land  granted  to  the  corporation 
of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  at  Schenectady  aforesaid 
are  respectively  within  the  limits  of  Half  Moon  district,  and  the  united 
districts  of  Schohary  and  Duanesburgh,  whereby  great  inconveniencies 
arise  to  the  several  persons  possessing  the  said  two  tracts  with  respect 
to  levying  taxes,  repairing  of  highways,  and  other  duties  by  law  required: 
For  remedy  whereof. 
Tracts  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorky  represented  in 

Shenec-  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
That  the  said  three  several  tracts  of  land  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby 
annexed  to  and  comprehended  within  the  limits  of  Schenectady  district, 
and  that  the  western  boundary  or  line  of  the  said  tract  of  land  called 
Corys  Brook,  shall  be  the  division  line  between  the  united  districts  of 
Schohary  and  Duanesburgh,  and  the  district  of  Schenectady,  and  that  a 
northerly  line  from  the  north  bounds  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck 
along  the  western  boundary  of  the  lands  granted  to  John  Schuyler  to 
the  lands  granted  to  Cornelius  Swits,  and  thence  north  to  the  Mohawk 
river  shall  be  the  division  line  on  the  south  side  of  the  said  river  be- 
tween the  district  of  Half  Moon  and  the  district  of  Schenectady. 


'tady  dis- 
trict bouo 
dary  Unes. 


Preamble. 


CHAP.  37. 

AN  ACT  to  revive  the  courts  of  common  pleas  and  general  ses- 
sions of  the  peace,  and  to  continue  the  processes  in  the  late 
court  of  common  pleas  in  the  county  of  Dutchess. 

Passed  the  14th  of  February,  17S0. 

Whereas  by  reason  of  the  great  fall  of  snow  which  rendered  the 
roads  impassable,  and  the  attendance  of  the  judges  and  justices  imprac- 
ticable; the  late  intended  inferior  court  of  common-pleas  and  general 
sessions  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  of  Dutchess  was  not  held. 
In  order  therefore  to  prevent  the  inconveniencies  which  may  arise 
thereby. 
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Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in  Courts 
Senate  and  Assembfyy  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  where*to 
That  future  inferior  courts  of  common  pleas  and  courts  of  general  ses-  b«heid. 
sions  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  said  county,  shall,  after  the  passing  of 
this  act,  be  held;  and  all  suits  and  processes  depending  in  the  late  infe- 
rior court  of  the  said  county  shall  be  continued  in  like  manner  as  if  an 
inferior  court  of  common  pleas  and  a  court  of  general  sessions  of  the 
peace  in  and  for  the  said  county  had  been  respectively  held  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  Jahuary  last.     That  all  precepts  and  processes  issued  out  of  Return  of 
the  late  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  said  county  and  which  P'^®^*- 
were  returnable  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  January  last,  shall  be  returned 
at  the  inferior  court  to  be  held  in  the  said  county  next  after  the  passing  of 
this  act.     That  all  persons  who  were  bound  by  bail  bond  or  recogni-  Appear- 
zance  to  appear  at  the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  or  general  sessions  Je^Ds 
of  the  peace  intended  to  have  been  held  in  the  said  county  on  the  first  under  bail. 
Tuesday  in  January  last,  shall  be  held  and  bound  to  appear  by  virtue 
of  such  bail  bonds  or  recognizances  respectively,  at  the  next  inferior 
court  of  common  pleas,  or  next  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  to  be  held 
in  the  said  county,  after  the  passing  of  this  act:  and  that  all  processes 
and  precepts  to  be  issued  out  of  the  inferior  court  of  the  said  county 
after  the  passing  of  this  act  and  before  the  next  inferior  court  thereafter, 
shall  be  tested  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  January  last. 


CHAP.  98. 

AN  ACT  to  facilitate  the  completion  of  the  afticles  of  confed- 
eration and  perpetual  union  among  the  United  States  of 
America. 

^  Passed  the  19th  of  February,  1780. 

Whereas,  nothing,  under  Divine  Providence,  can  more  effectually  preamble, 
contribute  to  the  tranquility  and  safety  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
Ihan  a  Federal  alliance  on  such  liberal  principles  as  will  give  satisfaction 
to  its  respective  members: 

And  whereas  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  recom- 
mended by  the  honorable  congress  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
have  not  proved  acceptable  to  all  the  States:  it  having  been  conceived 
that  a  portion  of  the  waste  and  uncultivated  territory,  within  the  limits 
or  claims  of  certain  States, "  ought  to  be  appropriated  as  a  common 
fund  for  the  expences  of  the  war.  And  the  people  of  this  State  of  New 
York  being  on  all  occasions  disposed  to  manifest  their  regard  for  their 
sister  States,  and  their  earnest  desire  to  promote  the  general  interest  and 
security;  and  more  especially  to  accelerate  the  Federal  alliance  by  re- 
moving as  far  as  it  depends  upon  them  them  the  before  mentioned 
impediment  to  its  final  accomplishment. 

^e  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  rep-  Delegates 
resented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  tJie  authority  ^^^^^^ 
of  the  same  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  delegates  ered  to  fix 
of  this  State  in  the  honorable  congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  of  state?^ 
or  the  major  part  of  such  of  them  as  shall  be  assembled  in  congress; 
and  they  the  said  delegates  or  the  major  part  of  them  so  assembled  are 
hereby  fully  authorized  and  empowered  for  and  on  behalf  of  this  State 
and  by  proper  and  authentic  acts  or  instruments  to  limit  and  restrict 


206  LAWS  OF  NEW  YORK,  [Chap.  39. 

the  boundaries  of  this  State  in  the  western  parts  thereof,  by  such  line 
or  lines,  and  in  such  manner  and  form  as  they  shall  judge  to  be  ex- 
pedient; either  with  respect  to  the  jurisdiction  as  well  as  the  right  or 
pre-emption  of  soil:  or  reserving  the  jurisdiction  in  part  or  in  the  whole 
over  the  lands  which  may  be  ceded  or  relinquished  with  respect  only  to 
the  right  or  pre-emption  of  the  soil. 
Territoiy        And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  ter- 
^TOjJny     ritory  which  may  be  ceded  or  relinquished  by  virtue  of  this  act  either 
stat^****   with   respect  to  the  jurisdiction  as  well  as  the  right  or  preemption  of 
soil  or  the  right  or  preemption  of  soil  only  shall  be  and  enure  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of   such  of  the  United  States  as  shall  become  mem- 
bers of  the  Federal  alliance  of  the  said  States  and  for  no  other  use  or 
purpose  whatsoever. 
To  be  dig.        And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all    the 
ooDOTMa     lands  to  be  ceded  and  relinquished  by  virtue  of  this  act  for  the  benefit 
Jj^fl  of  the  United  States  with  respect  to  property,  but  which  shall  neverthe- 

less remain  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  State,  shall  be  disposed  of 
and  appropriated  in  such  manner  only  as  the  congress  of  the  said  States 
shall  direct;  and  that  a  warrant  under  the  authority  of  congress  for  sur- 
veying and  laying  out  any  part  thereof  shall  entitle  the  party  in  whose  favor 
it  shall  issue  to  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed  and  laid  out  and  returned 
according  to  the  directions  of   such  warrant;  and  thereupon  letters 
patent  under  the  great  seal  of  this  State  shall  pass  to  the  grantee  for  the 
estate  specified  in  the  warant;  for  which  no  other  fee  or  reward  shall  be 
demanded  or  received  than  such  as  shall  be  allowed  by  congress, 
thre^ele-      Provided  always  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That 
gates  to  be  the  trust  reposed  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  not  be  executed  by  the 
preeent.      delegates  of  this  State  unless  at  least  three  of  the  said  delegates  shall 
be  present  in  congress. 


CHAP.  39. 

AN  ACT  for  compelling  the  attendance  of  persons,  not  belonging 
to  the  army,  as  witnesses  at  courts-martial  and  courts  of  in- 
quiry. 

Passed  the  19th  of  February,  1780. 

Preamble.      WHEREAS  it  is  necessary  for  the  furtherance  of  justice  that  all  the 
subjects  of  the  United  States,  altho*  they  may  not  be  actually  serving 
in  the  army,  should  be  compelled  to  attend  as  witnesses  at  courts  mar- 
tial and  courts  of  enquiry :     Therefore. 
Judges  Be  it  etiacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New   York  represented 

to^asue      in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the 
f or  aSeM-. -^^^^  •'  '^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  "^^^  ^^  lawful  for  either  of  the  judges  of  the 
ance  be-  '  supreme  court  or  either  of  the  judges  of  the  inferior  courts  of  common 
martial?^  pleas  or  the  attorney  general  of  this  State  upon  application  made  to 
such  judge   or  attorney   general    and   it   appearing  to  him  that  the 
attendance  of  any  person  as  a  witness  is  necessary  at  a  court  martial 
or  court   of    enquiry   to  issue  a  subpoena  under  his    hand   and  seal 
requiring   such   person   to  appear   and  testify  at  such  court   martial 
or  court  of  inquiry.     That  each  and  every  person  who,  being  served 
with  such  subpoena,  shall  without   reasonable  let  or  hindrance,  neg- 
lect or  refuse  to  appear  and  testify  according  to  the  tenor  of  such 
subpoena  shall  for  every  offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds 


Chap.  40.]  THIRD  SESSION.  207 

to  be  recovered  in  an  action  of  debt  with  costs  by  any  person  who  will 
sue  for  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  this  act 
shall  continiie  and  be  in  force  until  forty  days  after  the  rising  of  the 
legislature  at  their  next  meeting. 


CHAP.  40. 

AN  ACT  to  regulate  inns  and  taverns  within  this  State. 

Passed  the  21st  of  February,  1780. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  commte- 
in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same  fi^SSni^' 
That  the  following  persons  shall  be  be  commissioners  for  licencing  inns  ions  and 
and  taverns  viz:     In  and  for  the  city  of  Albany  the  mayor  of  the  said  city  ^^®''*"- 
for  the  time  being,  and  in  and  for  the  several  towns  manors  districts  and 
precincts  the  supervisor  or  supervisors  of  and  the  justice  or  justices  of 
the  peace  resident  within  the  same  respectively,  or  in  case  there  shall 
not  be  two  justices  or  in  case  of  the  absence  of  the  residing  justices, 
then  such  neighbouring  justice  or  justices  as  the  supervisor  or  supervisors 
shall  notify  and  associate  with  him  or  them  for  the  purpose.    That  the  said  To  appoini 
commissioners  shall  respectively  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  %)^^^t 
the  first  day  of  March  next  by  advertizements  to  be  affixed  in  at  last  meetinip. 
five  public  places  appK)int  a  time  and  place  when  and  where  they  will 
meet  for  the  purpose  of  granting  licences  to  inn-holders  and  tavern       ^ 
keepers  within  the  said  city  and  the  respective  towns  manors  districts  and 
precincts.     That  the  respective  commissioners  shall  grant  such  licences  To  grant 
to  such  and  so  many  persons  of  sufficient  abilities  for  keeping  an  inn  or  »oen««»- 
tavern  within  the  said  city  and  their  respective  towns  manors  districts 
and  precincts  as  they -shall  judge  necessary  and  proper. 

Provided  that  no  licence  shall  be  granted  except  in  the  said  city  PtotIbo  as 
unless  three  commissioners  shall  be  present  at  the  granting  thereof  and  enS^oV 
unless  the  person  to  whom  such  licence  shall  be  granted  shall  previously  commis- 
enter  into  recognizance  before  the  respective  commissioners  to  the  peo-  ll^d  bonds, 
pie  of  this  State  in  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds  conditioned  that  he 
or  she  will  not,  during  the  time  that  he  or  she  will  keep  an  inn  or  tavern, 
keep  a  disorderly  inn  or  tavern,  or  suffer  or  permit  any  cockfighting  or 
gaming  to  be  practiced  within  the  inn  or  tavern  to  be  by  him  or  her  so 
kept  or  within   any  outhouse   yard  or  garden  belonging  to  the  same. 
That  if  any  person  shall  sell  by  retail  any  liquors  to  be  drank  in  his  or  Penalty  for 
her  house,  outhouse   yard  or   garden,  without  having  such  licence  as  jj^j^ 
aforesaid   the  person  so  offending  shall  for  each   offence  forfeit  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  to  be  recovered  in  a  summary  way  by  any 
person  who  will  sue  for  the  same  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the 
county  where  the  offence  shall  arise,  one  moiety  after  deducting  reason 
able  costs  to  the  prosecutor  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  overseers  of  the 
poor  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  town  manor  district  or  precinct  where 
the  offence  shall  arise.     That  the  commissioners  shall  respectively  be  Compensa- 
allowed  and  paid  by  the  several  persons  to  whom  such  licences  shall  be  J^cnmia- 
granted,  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  for  each  licence  and  five  dollars  for  each  sionera. 
recognizance. 

And  be  it  further  encoded  by  the  authority  aforesaid  and  proinded  always  Atst^how 
That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  make  void,  abridge  or  any  ^,52^*^"" 
wise  lessen  the  several  rights  and  privileges  granted  unto  the  cities  of 
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New  York  and  Albany  and  borough  of  Westchester  by  their  respective 
charters  any  thing  contained  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwith- 
standing. 
^wR^8U8-  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  laws  here- 
tofore passed  respecting  the  regulating  of  inns  or  taverns  and  retailers 
of  spiritous  liquors  within  this  State,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  sus- 
pended during  the  continuance  of  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  this  act 
shall  continue  and  be  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  March  which  will  be 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  one. 


pended. 


CHAP.  41. 

AN  ACT  to  revive  continue  and  farther  amend  the  several  laws 
relative  to  impressing  teams,  forage,  timber  and  fuel,  billeting 
troops  and  preventing  deceit  in  making  flour  casks  within  this 
State. 

Passed  the  26th  of  Febniaiy,  1780. 

Act  named      ^^  ^^  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 
revived.      Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same  : 
That  a  certain  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  State  entitled  "  An  act  to 
amend  an  act  for  regulating  impresses  of  forage  and  carriages  and  for 
billeting  troops  within  this  State  "  pased  the  twelfth  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine,  shall  be  and  is  hereby  re- 
vived and  shall  continue  in  force  until  thirty  days  after  the  rising  of  the 
legislature  at  their  next  meeting  subject  nevertheless  to  the  alterations 
and  amendments  herein  after  contained. 
Fine  In-         And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  fine    of 
creased.      ^^^  pounds  mentioned  in  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act 
for  regulating  impresses  of  forage  and  carriages  and  for  billeting  tropps 
within  this  State  *'  passed  April  second  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy  eight  shall  be  and  is  hereby  increased  to  twenty  five  pounds; 
and  also  that  the  several  and  respective  fines  of  five  pounds  mentioned 
in  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  same  act  shall  each  of  them  be  and  each 
of  them  is  hereby   increased  to   twenty  pounds   except  the  penalty 
thereby  imposed  on  the  constables  which  shall  be  ten  pounds. 
Reward  to       And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  sum  of 
Soore^d!  two  shillings  allowed  as  a  reward  to  the  constable  for  each  team  he 
shall  procure,  as  mentioned  in  the  twelfth  section  of  the  same  act,  shall 
be  and  is  hereby  increased  to  twenty  four  shillings  and  that  the  consta- 
ble shall  be  entitled  to  the  said  sum  of  twenty  four  shillings  for  each 
team  he  shall  impress  notwithstanding  every  such  team  when  so  im- 
pressed may  not  in  consequence  thereof  be  at  the  time  and  place  of 
rendezvous  and  actually  serve. 
Proviso  as       And  whereas  by  the  first  above  mentioned  act  the  first  judges  of  the 
jSaiMi  of    counties  of  Albany  Ulster  Dutchess  Orange  and  Westchester    or  any 
teams.        three  of  them  are  authorized  to  ascertain  and  assize  the  prices  of  team- 
age  in  the  public  service  within  this  State  and  least  a  failure  should  be 
made  in  the  attendance  of  a  sufficient  quorum  for  that  purpose, 
other  IV.   Therefore  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  in  addition 

jud^to  ^Q  ^^  ^j.g^  judge  of  each  of  the  said  counties  one  other  judge  in  each 
of  the  said  counties  to  be  duly  notified  in  writing  by  the  quarter  master 
general  or  his  deputy  shall  be  added  to  the  first  judge  and  all  the  said 
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judges  or  any  three  of  them  shall  enjoy  the  same  powers  and  authorities 
and  be  entitled  to  the  same  reward  for  their  attendance  and  service  as 
the  said  first  judges  are  by  the  said  act  vested  with  and  entitled  to  any 
thing  in  the  said  act  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  saidTodeter- 
judges,  or  any  three  of  them,  when  they  shall  meet,  to  ascertain  and  de-  ™ag©8  of 
tannine  the  pay  and  wages  to  be  allowed  and  paid  for  teams  carriages  teams.etc. 
horses  and  drivers  impressed  within  this  State,  shall,  at  the  same  time, 
ascertain  and  determine  the  price  that  shall  be  given  for  forage. 

And  whereas  the  legislature  have  by  several  acts  passed  at  the  last 
and  this  present  meeting  directed  such  portion  of  the  wheat  within  this 
State  to  be  seized  for  the  use  of  the  iirmy,  that  it  is  necessary  that  all 
the  Indian  corn  rye  and  buckwheat  should  be  retained  for  the  sub- 
sistence of  the  inhabitants. 

VI.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  and  it  is  hereby  pro-  lodioD 
vided;  That  no  Indian  com,  rye  or  buckwheat  shall  be  impressed  for  for-  SStto^bS' 
age  after  the  passing  of  this  act;  any  thing  in  the  said  second  above  impreased. 
mentioned  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding, 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid :  That  upon  ap-  Proceed- 
plication  made  to  any  justice  of  the  peace,  by  the  quarter  master  general,  jS^i^ 
his  deputy  or  assistant;  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  justice  taking  to  timber.etc. 
his  assistance  two  reputable  freeholders  of  the  town  manor  precinct  or 
district,  one  of  the  said  freeholders  to  be  chosen  by  the  said  quarter 
master  his  deputy  or  assistant;  and  the  other  by  the  proprietor  of  the 
timber  and  firewood  to  be  impressed,  and  in  case  of  the  neglect  or 
refusal  of  the  proprietor  so  to  chuse,  then  the  said  other  freeholder 

shall  be  elected  by  the  said  justice;  and  the  said  justice  and  the  said 
freeholders  are,  by  this  act,  impowered  to  impress  standing  timber  and 
fire- wood  from  such  person  or  persons  as  in  their  judgment  can  conven- 
iently spare  the  same;  ascertaining,  at  the  same  time,  the  price  that  shall 
be  given  by  the  said  quarter  master  his  deputy  or  assistant  for  the  same 
to  the  proprietor  thereof. 

Provided  always,  that  no  such*  timber  or  fire- wood  shall  be  impressed  Proviso  aa 
beyond  the  distance  of  half  a  mile  from  the  banks  of  Hudson's  river,  Jj  ^^^ 
without  the  express  request  of  the  said  quarter  master  his  deputy  or  «tc. 
assistant  for  that  purpose.     And  provided  further  that  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  warrant  an  impress  of  chestnut  timber. 

And  whereas  great  abuses  have  been  committed  by  the  deceitful  mak- 
ing of  flour  casks. 

VIII.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid :  That  all  flour  piour 
casks  which  shall  be  made  within  this  State,  shall  be  made  tight,  and  of  JJ*^  ^^^ 
good  timber,  and  well  hooped  with  at  least  ten  good  hoops,  three  of  made, 
which  shall  be  at  each  head.     And  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  offend 

in  the  premises,  such  person  or  persons  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  for  each 
cask  the  sum  of  sixteen  shillings  to  be  recovered  in  a  summary  way,  be- 
fore any  justice  of  the  peace  within  the  county  where  the  same  shall 
happenwith  costs  by  any  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same;  the  one 
moiety  to  his  own  use,  and  the  other  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  place  where  the  same  shall  happen  for  the 
use  of  the  poor  thereof. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid:  That  the  jus-  Juatioee' 
tices  of  the  peace  shall  respectively  be  allowed  for  each  warrant  they  '®®"* 
shall  respectively  grant  or  issue  for  making  an  impress  in  pursuance  of 
this  or  either  of  the  above  mentioned  acts,  the  sum  of  twenty  four  shil- 
lings, to  be  paid  by  the  quarter  master  general  or  forage  master  general 
or  either  of  their  respective  deputies  or  agents  applying  for  such  warrant. 
27 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid;  That  this  act 
shall  continue  in  force  until  thirty  days  after  the  first  day  of  the  next 
meeting  of  the  legislature. 


CHAP.  42. 

AN  ACT  further  to  continue  to  the  person  a^ministring  the  gov- 
ernment of  this  State,  the  power  of  appointing  the  place  for 
holding  the  supreme  court. 

Passed  the  26th  of  February,  1780. 

Preamble.      WHEREAS  an  act  entitled,  "  An  act  to  continue  to  the  person  admin- 
istring  the  government  of  this  State  the  power  of  appointing  the  place 
for  holding  the  supreme  court,"  passed  the  twenty  sixth  day  of  Febru- 
.    ary  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy 
nine,  will  expire  by  its  own  limitation,  on  the  first  day  of  April  next. 
Power  con-      Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  repre- 
aot^imed  ^^^^^  in  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
continued,  the  same;  That  the  power  by  the  said  act  continued  to  the  person  ad- 
ministering the  government  of  this  State,  for  the  time  being,  and  every 
provision  in  the  said  act  contained,  shall  be  and  hereby  are  farther  con- 
tinued until  the  first  day  of  April  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  two. 


CHAP.  43. 

AN  ACT  for  a  general  limitation  of  prices,  and  to  prevent  en- 
grossing and  withholding,  within  this  State. 

■  Passed  the  26th  of  February,  1780. 

Preamble.  WHEREAS  the  honorable  the  congress  of  the  United  States  of  America 
by  certain  resolutions  bearing  date  the  nineteenth  day  of  November 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine,  did  recommend  to  the 
legislatures  of  the  several  States  forthwith  to  enact  laws  for  establishing 
and  carrying  into  execution  a  general  limitation  of  prices  throughout 
their  respective  jurisdictions  on  the  following  principles,  and  to  com- 
mence in  their  operation  from  the  first  day  of  February  then  next;  viz. 
Articles  of  domestic  produce,  farming  and  common  labor,  the  wages  of 
tradesmen  and  mechanics,  water  and  land  carriage  not  to  exceed  twenty 
fold  of  the  price  current  through  the  various  seasons  of  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  four.  Articles  imported  from  for- 
eign parts  to  be  in  due  proportion  with  labor  and  the  articles  as  above 
stated  making  a  proper  allowance  for  freight  insurance  and  other 
charges,  salt  and  military  stores,  whether  of  home  manufacture  or  im- 
ported from  abroad,  to  be  excepted  from  the  limitation  of  prices.  And 
to  enact  laws  against  engrossing  and  withholding  and  to  take  the  nec- 
essary measures  for  having  the  same  carried  into  execution.  And  the 
legislature  of  this  State  being  desirous  in  the  most  equitable  and  effect- 
ual manner  to  carry  into  effect  the  good  intentions  of  congress. 
Prices  of  Therefore  be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre- 
ofTMes  ^  ^^«/<!r//  in  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  oj 
etc.,  Oxe^  the  same  That  all  Articles  of  domestic  produce  farming  and  common 
labof ,  the  wages   of  tradesmen  and  mechanics  shall  not    exceed  the 
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following  rates  viz.  Good  merchantable  wheat  twent>'  dollars  per 
bushel,  pease  and  white  beans  twenty  dollars  per  bushel,  good  mer- 
chantable wheat  flour  fifty  six  dollars  per  hundred  gross  weight  good 
merchantable  rye  thirteen  dollars  per  bushel,  good  merchantable  Indian 
corn  eleven  dollars  per  bushel,  good  merchantable  buckwheat  eight 
dollars  per  bushel,  good  merchantable  oats  seven  dollars  per  bushel, 
pork  well  fatted  eighty  nine  dollars  per  neat  hundred  weight,  and  in 
the  same  proportion  for  a  greater  or  lesser  quantity,  best  grass  fed  beef 
six  shillings  per  pound,  best  stall  fed  beef  in  the  month  of  January 
seven  shillings  per  pound,  in  the  month  of  February  eight  shillings  per 
pound,  in  the  month  of  March  nine  shillings  per  pound,  in  the  month 
of  April  ten  shillings  per  pound,  in  the  month  of  May  eleven  shillings 
per  pound,  in  the  month  of  June  twelve  shillings  per  pound,  good  but- 
ter by  the  firkin  or  cask  eighteen  shillings  per  pound,  and  good  fresh 
butter  by  the  small  quantity  twenty  one  shillings  per  pound,  Ameri- 
can cheese  of  the  best  quality  twelve  shillings  per  pound,  rendered  tal- 
low sixteen  shillings  per  pound,  rendered  hogs  lard  twelve  shillings  . 
per  pound,  raw  hides  seven  shillings  per  pound,  and  in  the  usual  pro- 
portion when  dried,  and  other  skins  in  the  proportion  of  price  they 
usually  bore  to  raw  hides,  good  well  tanned  soal  leather  four  dollars 
per  pound,  and  all  kinds  of  curried  leather  not  to  exceed  twenty  fold 
of  the  price  thereof  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy 
four,  the  best  sort  of  mens  shoes  made  of  neats  leather  twenty-five 
dollars  per  pair,  men's  calf  skin  shoes  of  the  best  quality  twenty  eight 
dollars  per  pair,  and  women  and  children's  shoes  in  due  proportion, 
bloomery  iron  at  the  place  of  manufacture  thirty  two  pounds  per  gross 
hundred  weight,  refined  iron  at  the  place  of  manufacture  forty  pounds 
per  gross  hundred  weight,  pig  iron  at  the  place  of  manufacture  two 
hundred  and  fourteen  pounds  per  ton,  best  manufactured  American 
steel  fit  for  edged  tools  four  dollars  per  pound,  and  common  American 
manufactured  steel  three  dollars -per  pound,  iron  pots,  kettles  and  other 
light  castings,  eight  shillings  per  pound,  large  cast  iron  kettles  and  pans, 
twenty  four  pounds  per  hundred  weight,  nails  of  American  manufactory 
per  pound  as  follows  twenty  penny,  twenty  four  shillings,  twelve  penny 
twenty  seven  shillings,  ten  penny  thirty  shillings,  eight  penny,  thirty  two 
shillings,  other  nails  in  the  usual  proportion  good  new  scythes  and  good 
new  sichs  thirty  dollars  each,  good  new  felling  axes  twenty  two  dollars 
each,  hay  of  the  best  quality  seventy  pounds  per  ton.  That  the  price  of 
teaming  and  all  land  transportation  shall  not  exceed  the  rate  of  six  dol- 
lars for  the  carriage  of  twenty  hundred  neat  weight  per  mile,  including 
all  expences  attending  the  same. 

And  whereas  it  may  be  difficult  to  ascertain  the  weight  of  many  arti-  ibid, 
cles  usually  transported  by  land,  therefore  the  price  of  a  two  horse 
waggon,  or  two  ox  cart  with  a  driver,  be  thirty  dollars  per  day,  a  four 
horse  waggon  or  four  ox  cart  with  a  driver,  be  fifty  dollars  per  day,  in- 
cluding all  expences  attending  the  same.  That  the  price  of  sheep's 
wool  be  seven  dollars  per  pound;  good  well  dressed  flax  twenty  eight 
shillings  per  pound.  That  the  prices  of  all  kinds  of  European,  East 
and  West  India  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  imported  from  foreign 
parts  or  brought  into  this  State  from  the  neighbouring  States,  or  by 
capture  from  the  enemy  or  otherwise,  shall  not  exceed  the  rate  of  twenty 
five  per  cent  advance  upon  the  prime  cost  at  the  place  of  importation 
with  an  addition  of  the  stated  allowance  for  transportation.  That  the 
wages  of  mechanics,  manufacturers  and  labourers,  shall  not  exceed  the 
rate  of  twenty  fold  of  the  prices  at  which  they  respectively  sold  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  four.     That 
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the  prices  of  liquors  retailed  by  innholders  or  tavern  keepers  to  be 
drank  in  their  respective  houses  shall  not  exceed  centum  per  centum 
advance  upon  the  wholesale  price,  and  for  all  other  articles  of  refresh- 
ment and  entertainment  at  the  following  rates  viz.  Each  meal  of  victuals 
twenty  eight  shillings,  lodging,  per  night,  eight  shillings,  stabling  and 
keeping  an  horse  on  hay  per  night  or  twenty  four  hours  twenty  eight 
shillings,  pasturing  a  horse  per  night  or  twenty  four  hours  fourteen 
shillings,  a  quart  of  oats  four  shillings,  and  other  grain  in  proportion; 
and  for  other  earticles  of  refreshment  for  man  or  horse  in  like  proportion, 
fm^  o*SSl°'      ^//^  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  ThdX  each  and  every 
goods  to     person  who  shall  bring  into  this  State  any  such  E  uropean  East  or  West  India 
du<£d"be-   goo^s  wares  or  merchandizes  for  sale  shall  previous  to  the  sale  thereof 
forejua-     or  of  any  part  thereof  appear  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  within  this 
poMsefotc.  State  and  produce  to  such  justice  an  invoice  of  the  goods  wares  or  mer- 
chandizes, so  brought,  to  contain  the  prime  cost  thereof  and  the  expence  of 
transportation  as  aforesaid  and  shall  then  and  there  declare  upon  oath,  or 
if  of  the  people  called  Quakers  on  affirmation,  (and  which  oath  or  affirma- 
tion the  said  justice  is  hereby  authorized  to  administer)  to  the  truth  of 
such  invoice  That  if  any  person  shall  offend  contrary  to  the  tenor  of 
this  clause,  the  person  so  offending  shall  forfeit  five  times  the  value  of 
t^e  goods  wares  or  merchandizes  so  sold  to  be  recovered  and  applied 
in  like  manner  with  the  other  penalties  mentioned  in  this  act;  and  in 
every  suit  for  the  recovery  of  the  penalty  aforesaid  the  burthen  of  the 
proof  shall  lay  upon  the  defendant  to  shew  that  he  or  she  hath  appeared 
before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  produced  such  invoice  and  made  such 
oath  or  affirmation  as  aforesaid, 
ffoi^s^not       ■^^-  -^'^^  ^^  '^  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That   all 
mentioned  kinds  of  American  manufacture  and  internal  produce  not  particularly 
mentioned  and  regulated  in  the  preceeding  clause  of  this  act,  be  esti- 
mated at  rates  not  exceeding  twenty  fold  of  the  prices  at  which  they  re. 
spectively  sold  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-four. 
Penalty  V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  if  any 

or'reoeiv-*^  P6i*son  or  persons  whatsoever,  shall  ask  demand,  have  receive  or  take 
ing:  greater  either  in  money  or  in  barter  or  exchange,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
price.         £qj.  g^j^y  Qf  ^^  articles  of  labor  or  mechanical  work,  provisions,  pro- 
duce, manufactures,  goods,  commodities  wares  or  merchandizes  (salt  and 
military  stores  excepted)  or  for  refreshment  or  other  supplies  for  man 
horse  or  cattle,  at  any  inn  or  inns  within  this  State,  the  respective  rates 
and  prices  whereof  have  been  severally  fixed  and  ascertained  as  afore- 
said, any  greater  sum  or  sums,  rate  or  rates,  price  or  prices  for  the  same 
respectively  than  those  at  which  the  same  have  been  severally  and  re- 
spectively fixed  and  ascertained  as  aforesaid,  such  person  or  persons 
shall  forfeit  for  every  such  offence  treble  the  value  or  price  as  above 
Proviso  aa  rated.     Provided  always  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend  to 
ingbe^'"   hinder  or  prevent  bartering  or  exchanging  between  neighbours,  accord- 
tween        ing  to  the  several  usages  and  customs  in  this  State  in  the  year  one  thous- 
ne  g    ore.  ^^^  seven  hundred  and  seventy  four,  for  their  own  and  family's  use  and 

consumption  only. 
Provieo  And  whereos  many  persons  inhabitants  of  this  State  have  from  time 

"fding***"  ^^  ^^^^^  been  guilty  of  the  shameful  practice  of  withholding  from  those 
neoes-  who  are  in  want  of  sundry  necessaries  of  life,  and  refusing  to  sell  the 
ifte  from  same,  though  possessed  of  more  than  their  consumption  requires, 
wan?  ^^  ^^  '^  further  enacted  -by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  if  any  person 
Proceed-  ^^  persons  having  more  of  any  article  or  articles  herein  before  enume- 
ings  In  rated  or  nonenumerated  or  limited  than  may  be  necessary  for  his  or 
»uc  cases,  j^^j.  family's  use  or  subsistence,  or  for  carrying  on  his  or  her  trade  or 
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business,  shall  refuse  to  sell  the  overplus  or  a  reasonable  part  thereof 
to  any  person  or  persons  who  may  be  iix  want  of  the  same  for  his  or 
her  family's  use  or  subsistence,  or  for  carrying  on  his  or  her  trade  or 
business,  or  shall  refuse  to  sell  the  said  overplus  or  a  requisite  part 
thereof,  to  any  person  properly  authorized  to  purchase  for  the  use  of 
the  army  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  any  detachment  thereof, 
the  person  desirous  to  purchase  shall  apply  to  any  justice  of  the  peace 
of  the  county  where  the  person  having  such  overplus  shall  reside;  which 
justice  being  fully  informed  and  convinced  of  the  necessity  and  want 
under  which  the  said  applicant  labours,  he  shall  summon  the  person  so 
refusing  to  appear  before  him  at  such  time  and  place  as  he  shall  think 
proper  to  direct,  to  be  mentioned  in  the  summons,  and  if  on  lawful  ser- 
vice of  the  said  summons,  he  or  she,  so  refusing  as  aforesaid,  shall  neg- 
lect to  appear  as  therein  required,  or  if  on  his  or  her  appearance  and 
examination  it  shall  in  either  case  be  evident  to  the  said  justice,  that  he 
or  she  is  possessed  of  a  greater  quantity  of  any  of  the  said  articles  than 
is  necessary  as  aforesaid,  the  said  justice  is  hereby  required  to  issue  his 
warrant  to  any  constable  of  the  county,  commanding  him  to  call  to  his 
assistance  such  and  so  many  persons  as  may  be  necessary,  and  take  such 
proportion  of  the  overplus  aforesaid  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  supply 
of  the  person  so  complaining;  which  goods  shall  be  sold  to  the  complain- 
ant and  the  money,  after  deducting  ten  dollars  for  the  justice's  fees,  to- 
gether with  other  necessary  and  reasonable  costs  for  the  constable  and 
assistance,  shall  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  justice  to  be  by  him  de- 
livered to  the  owner  when  he  she  or  they  shall  apply  for  the  same;  and 
if  the  owner  of  the  said  goods  shall  neglect  to  apply  for  the  said  money 
within  the  spacje  of  three  months  after  the  same  is  paid  into  the  hands 
of  the  said  justice,  it  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  use  of  the  county,  and 
paid  by  the  said  justice  to  the  county  treasurer,  to  be  applied  by  the 
supervisors  to  the  use  of  the  county;  and  the  receipt  of  the  said  treas- 
urer shall  discharge  the  said  justice  from  the  money  so  paid,  and  for- 
ever bar  the  owner,  so  neglecting,  from  any  suit  action  or  claim  for  the 
recovery  thereof;  and  if  any  sjich  action  shall  be  commenced  or  prose- 
cuted such  justice  shall  be  at  liberty  to  plead  the  general  issue  and  give 
this  act  in  evidence.  Provided  always  that  if  any  justice  shall  issue  a 
warrant  for  seizing  any  such  articles  on  the  application  of  any  commis- 
sary, quarter  master  or  other  peVson  properly  authorized  to  purchase  for 
the  army,  or  any  detachment  thereof,  he  shall  in  granting  the  same  have 
respect  to  the  circumstances  and  wants  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood in  which  the  person  resides  from  whom  such  articles  are  to  be 
impressed,  and  shall  determine  the  quantity  proper  to  be  taken  on  such 
application  accordingly. 

And  for  the  more  effectual  recovery  of  the  fines  and  forfeitures  men- 
tioned in  this  act 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  several  offences  for  Offenoes 
which  the  said  fines  and  forfeitures  herein  before  mentioned  are  regulated  before  ju*^ 
and  declared,  are  and  shall  be  cognizable  before  any  one  justice  of  the  tioeeof  the 
peace  of  the  county  in  which  the  offence  shall  be  committed.     Pro-  5i^^\y 
vided  always  that  the  party  defendant  shall,  at  his  option  in  all  cases  be  Jury, 
entitled  to  have  a  trial  by  a  jury  of  six  reputable  freeholders  to  be 
summoned  out  of  the  body  of  the  county  in  which  the  offence  shall  have 
been  committed;  and  in  such  case  the  justice  shall  before  he  proceeds 
to  trial  administer  to  the  jurors  the  following  oath  viz. 

"  You  shall  well  and  truly  try  the  matter  in  difference  between  Jurow' 

plaintiff  and  defendant  and  a  true  verdict  give  according  to  the  *^'*** 

evidence:     So  help  you  God." 
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And  where  judgment  shall  be  given  for  the  recovery  of  any  such  fine 
or  forfeiture  the  same  when  recovered,  after  deducting  ten  dollars  for 
the  justices  fees,  and  other  reasonable  costs  and  charges,  shall  be  paid 
one  moiety  to  the  person  who  shall  sue  and  prosecute  for  the  same,  and 
the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county  in  which  the 
offence  shall  have  been  committed,  to  be  applied  by  the  supervisors  to 
the  use  of  the  county;  and  if  the  plaintiff  in  any  such  suit  or  suits  as 
aforesaid  shall  become  non  suit,  or  discontinue  or  withdraw  his  suit,  or 
if  judgment  therein  shall  be  rendered  for  the  defendant,  that  then  and 
in  every  such  case  the  defendant  shall  have  execution  for  his  costs  to  be 
taxed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid ;  That  none  of 
the  articles  goods,  wares  or  merchandizes,  herein  limited  and  regulated, 
shall  be  sold  at  public  vendue  at  a  higher  price  than  the  rate  established 
by  this  law,  any  person  offending  herein  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  pen- 
alties and  forfeitures  as  if  the  same  had  been  sold  at  private  sale  to  be 
recovered  and  applied  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  and  it  is  hereby 
provided  That  this  act  shall  not  take  place  until  twenty  days  after  the 
date  of  the  proclamation  herein  after  mentioned.  That  the  person  ad- 
ministring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  shall  as  soon  as 
conveniently  may  be  after  the  passing  of  this  act  transmit  copies  thereof 
to  the  executive  authorities  of  the  States  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  Connecti- 
cut and  Pennsylvania  and  request  thes  aid  executive  authorities,  as  soon  as 
the  legislatures  of  the  said  States  respectively  have  passed  laws  for  the 
like  purpose  with  this  act  to  inform  him  thereof;  and  that  the  person 
administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  shall  forth- 
with upon  the  receipt  of  such  official  information  from  the  said  three 
States  issue  a  proclamation  declaring  this  act  to  be  in  force. 


CHAP.  44. 


AN  ACT  to  empower  justices  of  the  peace,  mayors,  recorders 
and  aldermen,  to  try  causes  to  thevalue  of  one  hundred  pounds 
and  under  and  for  suspending  an  act  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  26th  of  February,  1780. 

Preamble.  Whereas  the  empowering  justices  of  the  peace,  mayors,  recorders, 
and  aldermen  to  try  causes  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds,  and 
under,  may  be  advantageous  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  State,  and  by 
means  thereof  they  may  be  enabled  speedily,  and  at  small  expence,  to 
obtain  justice. 

I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  Nem  York  repre- 
sented in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  all  actions,  cases,  and  causes,  of  debt,  covenant,  trespass, 
trespass  upon  the  case  and  replevin,  wherein  the  thing,  debt  or  damages 
demanded  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  (except 
such  actions  as  are  hereby  excepted)  shall  after  the  passing  hereof  be, 
and  hereby  are  made  cognizable  before  any  one  justice  of  the  peace  of 
any  of  the  counties,  or  the  mayor,  recorder,  or  aldermen  of  the  cities 
of  New  York  and  Albany,  and  borough  of  West  Chester,  respectively, 
within  this  State,  and  the  said  justices,  mayors,  recorders,  and  aldermen 
are  hereby  respectively  empowered  and  required  to  hold  a  court,  for  the 


Jurisdic- 
tion of 
justices, 
mayors, 
etc.  in 
olvil  cases. 
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trial  of  such  causes  and  are  hereby  vested  with  all  such  power  and  au- 
thority for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  as  is  usual  in  other  courts  of  record 
within  this  State,  and  to  sign  all  process  which  shall  issuC/Out  of  such  • 
court;  and  upon  application  to  either  of  them  made,  for  the  recovery  of 
any  such  debt  or  damages,  to  issue  a  summons  or  warrant  as  the  case  prooesB, 
may  require,  directed  to  any  constable  or  other  proper  officer  of  the  ^^• 
city  town  manor  borough,  precinct  or  district  where  the  defendant 
dwells  or  can  be  found,  commanding  him  to  bring,  or  cause  such  defend- 
ant to  come  and  appear  before  him  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  fol- 
lowing. That  is  to  say,  in  cas^  such  process  shall'  be  in  the  nature  of 
a  warrant,  forthwith  after  the  service  thereof,  but  where  a  summons 
shall  be  issued  then  on  some  certain  day  therein  to  be  expressed,  not 
less  than  six,  nor  more  than  twelve  days,  from  the  service  of  such  sum- 
mons; and  at  the  time  appointed  for  hearing  such  action,  or  on  such 
other  day  as  such  court  shall  think  reasonable  to  appoint,  not  exceed- 
ing six  days,  the  said  court  shall  proceed  to  hear  and  examine  the  alle- 
gations and  proofs  of  the  plaintiff  and  defendant,  and  within  four  days 
thereafter  give  judgment  thereon,  agreeable  to  law  and  equity  together 
with  such  costs  as  are  herein  after  allowed. 

Provided  always,  that  if,  on  service  of  such  warrant,  the  magistrate  if  justice, 
who  issued  the  same,  be  abroad,  or  not  able  to  hear  and  try  the  cause;  in  Ib^^nf 
such  case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  constable  or  officer  serving  where 
such  warrant,  to  carry  the  defendant  before  any  other  magistrate  of  the  toS*^.*"^ 
said  city,  town  borough  manor  precinct  or  district,  who  shall  and  may  taken, 
take  cognizance  of  the  said  cause  and  proceed  to  a  final  determination 
thereof,  in  the  same  manner  as  he  could  or  might  have  done  if  he  had 
issued  such  warrant  by  virtue  of  which  such  defendant  shall  be  arrested. 

II.  And  belt  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  process  Process 
against  all  freeholders,  and  against  all  inhabitants  having  families,  shall  JJ^^hoid- 
be  by  summons  only  (except  as  is  hereafter  excepted)  and  served  on  ers.  etc. 
the  person  of  the  defendant,  or  a  copy  thereof  left  at  his  or  her  house  or 

place  of  abode  in  the  presence  of  some  of  the  family  of  suitable  age  and 

discretion  (who  shall  be  informed  of  the  contents  thereof)  at  least  six 

days  before  the  time  of  appearance  mentioned  in  the  said  summons : 

And  the  constable  or  officer  serving  such  summons  shall  upon  the  oath  Return  of. 

of  his  office  indorse  thereupon  the  manner  in  which  he  has  executed  the 

same,  and  sign  his  name  thereto:  And  in  case  the  defendant  doth  not  Proceed- 

appear  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  in  such  summons,  and  it  shall  J^SIroday. 

appear  by  the  return  indorsed  thereon,  that  the  said  summons  was  duly 

served  upon  the  person  of  the  defendant  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  no 

sufficient  reason  appearing  to  the  "court  upon  oath  why  the  defendant 

did  not  appear  at  the  time  appointed;  then  the  said  court  shall  proceed 

to  hear  try  and  determine  the  cause,  and  issue  execution  thereon  in  the 

same  manner  as  if  such  defendant  had  actually  appeared:  but  in  case  a 

copy  of  the  summons  was  left  at  his  or  her  house  or  place  of  abode  in 

manner  aforesaid,  and   the   constable  or   officer  indorse  such  return 

thereon  as  he  is. above  directed,  if  then  the  defendant  doth  not  appear 

at  the  time  and  place  appointed  in  the  said  summons,  and  no  sufficient 

reason  be  offered  to  the  court  upon  oath  why  he  does  not  appear,  then 

and  in  such  case,  the  court  shall  issue  a  warrant,  and  proceed  in  the 

same  manner  as  is  above  directed.     Provided  always  that  where  any  Proviso  as 

parties  shall  agree  to  enter  the  action  without  any  process,  the  court  shall  J^tf^Q^y  ' 

proceed  to  trial  in  the  same  manner  as  if  a  summons  or  warrant  had  agree- 

issued.  '"^'**- 

III.  Provided  also  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  if  Warrant 
any  such  plaintiff,  or  his  attorney,  so  applying  shall  upon  oath  or  affirma-  ™*y  *®®"® 
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And  where  judgment  shall  be  given  for  the  recovery  of  any  such  fine 
or  forfeiture  the  same  when  recovered,  after  deducting  ten  dollars  for 
the  justices  fees,  and  other  reasonable  costs  and  charges,  shall  be  paid 
one  moiety  to  the  person  who  shall  sue  and  prosecute  for  the  same,  and 
the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county  in  which  the 
offence  shall  have  been  committed,  to  be  applied  by  the  supervisors  to 
the  use  of  the  county;  and  if  the  plaintiff  in  any  such  suit  or  suits  as 
aforesaid  shall  become  non  suit,  or  discontinue  or  withdraw  his  suit,  or 
if  judgment  therein  shall  be  rendered  for  the  defendant,  that  then  and 
in  every  such  case  the  defendant  shall  have  execution  for  his  costs  to  be 
taxed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid ;  That  none  of 
the  articles  goods,  wares  or  merchandizes,  herein  limited  and  regulated, 
shall  be  sold  at  public  vendue  at  a  higher  price  than  the  rate  established 
by  this  law,  any  person  offending  herein  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  pen- 
alties and  forfeitures  as  if  the  same  had  been  sold  at  private  sale  to  be 
recovered  and  applied  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  and  it  is  hereby 
provided  That  this  act  shall  not  take  place  until  twenty  days  after  the 
date  of  the  proclamation  herein  after  mentioned.  That  the  person  ad- 
ministring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  shall  as  soon  as 
conveniently  may  be  after  the  passing  of  this  act  transmit  copies  thereof 
to  the  executive  authorities  of  the  States  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  Connecti- 
cut and  Pennsylvania  and  request  thes  aid  executive  authorities,  as  soon  as 
the  legislatures  of  the  said  States  respectively  have  passed  laws  for  the 
like  purpose  with  this  act  to  inform  him  thereof;  and  that  the  person 
administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  shall  forth- 
with upon  the  receipt  of  such  official  information  from  the  said  three 
States  issue  a  proclamation  declaring  this  act  to  be  in  force. 


CHAP.  44. 


Preamble. 


Jurisdic- 
tion of 
justices, 
mayors, 
etc..  in 
civil  cases. 


AN  ACT  to  empower  justices  of  the  peace,  mayors,  recorders 
and  aldermen,  to  try  causes  to  thevalue  of  one  hundred  pounds 
and  under  and  for  suspending  an  act  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  26tli  of  February,  1780. 

Whereas  the  empowering  justices  of  the  peace,  mayors,  recorders, 
and  aldermen  to  try  causes  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds,  and 
under,  may  be  advantageous  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  State,  and  by 
means  thereof  they  may  be  enabled  speedily,  and  at  small  expence,  to 
obtain  justice. 

I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  Nem  York  repre- 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  all  actions,  cases,  and  causes,  of  debt,  covenant,  trespass, 
trespass  upon  the  case  and  replevin,  wherein  the  thing,  debt  or  damages 
demanded  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  (except 
such  actions  as  are  hereby  excepted)  shall  after  the  passing  hereof  be, 
and  hereby  are  made  cognizable  before  any  one  justice  of  the  peace  of 
any  of  the  counties,  or  the  mayor,  recorder,  or  aldermen  of  the  cities 
of  New  York  and  Albany,  and  borough  of  West  Chester,  respectively, 
within  this  State,  and  the  said  justices,  mayors,  recorders,  and  aldermen 
are  hereby  respectively  empowered  and  required  to  hold  a  court,  for  the 
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trial  of  such  causes  and  are  hereby  vested  with  all  such  power  and  au- 
thority for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  as  is  usual  in  other  courts  of  record 
within  this  State,  and  to  sign  all  process  which  shall  issuc/Out  of  such  • 
court;  and  upon  application  to  either  of  them  made,  for  the  recovery  of 
any  such  debt  or  damages,  to  issue  a  summons  or  warrant  as  the  case  prooeas, 
may  require,  directed  to  any  constable  or  other  proper  officer  of  the  «tc. 
city  town  manor  borough,  precinct  or  district  where  the  defendant 
dwells  or  can  be  found,  commanding  him  to  bring,  or  cause  such  defend- 
ant to  come  and  appear  before  him  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  fol- 
lowing. That  is  to  say,  in  casd  such  process  shall*  be  in  the  nature  of 
a  warrant,  forthwith  after  the  service  thereof,  but  where  a  summons 
shall  be  issued  then  on  some  certain  day  therein  to  be  expressed,  not 
less  than  six,  nor  more  than  twelve  days,  from  the  service  of  such  sum- 
mons; and  at  the  time  appointed  for  hearing  such  action,  or  on  such 
other  day  as  such  court  shall  think  reasonable  to  appoint,  not  exceed- 
ing six  days,  the  said  court  shall  proceed  to  hear  and  examine  the  alle- 
gations and  proofs  of  the  plaintiff  and  defendant,  and  within  four  days 
thereafter  give  judgment  thereon,  agreeable  to  law  and  equity  together 
with  such  costs  as  are  herein  after  allowed. 

Provided  always,  that  if,  on  service  of  such  warrant,  the  magistrate  if  justioe, 
who  issued  the  same,  be  abroad,  or  not  able  to  hear  and  try  the  cause;  in  Absent* 
such  case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  constable  or  officer  serving  where 
such  warrant,  to  carry  the  defendant  before  any  other  magistrate  of  the  tl? ife^**.*"' 
said  city,  town  borough  manor  precinct  or  district,  who  shall  and  may  taken, 
take  cognizance  of  the  said  cause  and  proceed  to  a  final  determination 
thereof,  in  the  same  manner  as  he  could  or  might  have  done  if  he  had 
issued  such  warrant  by  virtue  of  which  such  defendant  shall  be  arrested. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  process  Process 
against  all  freeholders,  and  against  all  inhabitants  having  families,  shall  J^^hold- 
be  by  summons  only  (except  as  is  hereafter  excepted)  and  served  on  ©».  etc. 
the  person  of  the  defendant,  or  a  copy  thereof  left  at  his  or  her  house  or 

place  of  abode  in  the  presence  of  some  of  the  family  of  suitable  age  and 

discretion  (who  shall  be  informed  of  the  contents  thereof)  at  least  six 

days  before  the  time  of  appearance  mentioned  in  the  said  summons : 

And  the  constable  or  officer  serving  such  summons  shall  upon  the  oath  Return  of. 

of  his  office  indorse  thereupon  the  manner  in  which  he  has  executed  the 

same,  and  sign  his  name  thereto:  And  in  case  the  defendant  doth  not  Proceed- 

appear  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  in  such  summons,  and  it  shall  l2furaday. 

appear  by  the  return  indorsed  thereon,  that  the  said  summons  was  duly 

served  upon  the  person  of  the  defendant  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  no 

sufficient  reason  appearing  to  thexourt  upon  oath  why  the  defendant 

did  not  appear  at  the  time  appointed;  then  the  said  court  shall  proceed 

to  hear  try  and  determine  the  cause,  and  issue  execution  thereon  in  the 

same  manner  as  if  such  defendant  had  actually  appeared:  but  in  case  a 

copy  of  the  summons  was  left  at  his  or  her  house  or  place  of  abode  in 

manner  aforesaid,  and   the   constable  or   officer  indorse  such  return 

thereon  as  he  is. above  directed,  if  then  the  defendant  doth  not  appear 

at  the  time  and  place  appointed  in  the  said  summons,  and  no  sufficient 

reason  be  offered  to  the  court  upon  oath  why  he  does  not  appear,  then 

and  in  such  case,  the  court  shall  issue  a  warrant,  and  proceed  in  the 

same  manner  as  is  above  directed.     Provided  always  that  where  any  proviso  as 

parties  shall  agree  to  enter  the  action  without  any  process,  the  court  shall  ^jf°n'^y  ' 

proceed  to  trial  in  the  same  manner  as  if  a  summons  or  warrant  had  agree- 

issued.  '"^°*- 

III.  Provided  also  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  if  Warrant 
any  such  plaintiff,  or  his  attorney,  so  applying  shall  upon  oath  or  affirma-  ™*y  *®""® 
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appointed  for  selling  them,  shall  expose  them  to  sale  by  publick  vendue 
to  the  highest  bidder  and  pay  the  debt  or  damages,  and  cost  levied,  to 
the  magistrate  who  issued  the  execution  (and  return  the  overplus,  if  any 
be,  to  the  owner)  and  that  within  twenty  days  after  the  receipt  of  such 
execution,  and  for  want  of  sufficient  goods  and  chattels  whereon  to  levy, 
the  said  constable,  or  other  proper  officer  shall  according  to  the  tenor 
of  the  said  execution,  take  the  body  of  the  person  against  whom  any 
such  execution  shall  be  granted,  and  convey  and  deliver  him  or  her  to 
the  keeper  of  the  common  goal  of  the  city,  borough  or  county  which 
said  goal  keeper  is  hereby  commanded  to  keep  such  prisoner  in  safe  cus- 
tody in  the  common  goal  aforesaid  until  the  debt  or  damages,  with  the 
costs,  shall  be  fully  paid,  or  until  he  or  she  shall  be  from  thence  de- 
livered by  due  course  of  law.  Provided  nevertheless  that  no  such 
execution  shall  issue  against  any  freeholder  or  inhabitant  having  a 
family,  in  less  than  thirty  days  after  giving  the  said  judgment,  unless  the 
party  in  whose  favour  judgment  shall  be  given,  shall  make  it  appear  to 
the  said  court  on  oath  or  affirmation  that  he  or  she  will  be  in  danger  of 
losing  the  debt  or  damages,  if  such  delay  be  allowed,  in  which  case  the 
said  court  shall  issue  execution  immediately  as  herein  before  directed; 
unless  the  party  against  whom  such  judgment  shall  be  given;  shall 
thereupon  give  security  (to  the  party  in  whose  favour  judgment  was 
given)  to  pay  the  debt  or  damages,  and  costs  at  or  before  the  expiration 
of  thirty  days. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in  case 
any  constable  shall  collect  or  levy  any  debt  or  damages  and  costs,  in 
any  action,  and  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  same  to  the  magistrate 
who  issued  the  execution  within  twenty  days  after  the  receipt  thereof, 
such  constable  for  every  such  neglect  or  refusal,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to 
the  party  grieved,  or  any  other  who  will  sue  for  the  same,  the  sum  of 
fifty  pounds  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt  together  with  costs,  be- 
fore any  justice  mayor  recorder  or  alderman,  and  to  be  levied  by  execu- 
tion in  manner  and  form  as  other  dejjts  and  costs  are  to  be  levied  by 
virtue  of  this  act. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  if  any 
person  or  persons  whatsoever  shall  commence  or  prosecute  any  suit  or 
action  for  any  debt  or  damages  made  cognizable  as  aforesaid,  in  apy 
other  manner  than  is  directed  by  this  act,  and  shall  obtain  a  judgment 
thereon  for  a  debt  or  damages  which  without  costs  of  suit,  shall  not 
amount  to  more  than  one  hundred  pounds  (not  having  caused  an  oath 
or  affirmation  to  be  made  before  the  obtaining  a  writ  and  filed  the  same 
in  the  clerk's  office,  that  he  she  or  they  so  making  oath  or  affirmation, 
did  truly  believe  the  debt  due  or  damages  sustained,  exceeded  the  suin 
of  one  hundred  pounds,  he  she  or  they  so  prosecuting,  shall  not  recover, 
nor  have  any  costs,  in  such  suit  or  action,  any  law,  usage  or  custom  to 
the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding 

Provided  always  that  neither  this  act  nor  any  thing  herein  contained 
shall  be  deemed  or  construed  to  extend  to  such  actions  wherein  the 
people  of  this  State  may  be  concerned,  or  where  the  title  of  lands  shall 
in  any  wise  come  in  question,  or  to  any  action  of  slander.  Provided 
also  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend  to  matters  of  account 
where  the  sum  total  of  such  account  shall  exceed  in  the  amount  or  value 
thereof  the  sum  of  four  hundred  pounds,  and  that  account  proved  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  said  court,  and  that  no  justice  of  the  peace,  being 
a  tavern  keeper,  shall  try  any  action  by  virtue  of  this  act  in  his  owa 
house. 
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IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  when  in  any  Pioa  of 
action  of  trespass  to  be  brought  by  virtue  of  this  act,  the  defendant  shall  actfon"  for 
justify  upon  plea  of  title,  that  he  shall  then  enter  into  a  recognizance  to  trespass, 
prosecute  and  make  good  his  title  in  manner  as  is  directed  in  and  by  an 

act  of  the  late  colony  of  New  York  entitled  "An  act  for  preventing  of  tres- 
passes" passed  the  fifth  day  of  May  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
ninety  nine,  otherwise  the  magistrate  shall  proceed  to  hear  and  determine 
the  cause  as  if  no  such  plea  had  been  made. 

X.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  and  juHsdic- 
every  sura  or  sums  of  money,  not  exceeding  the  value  of  one  hundred  ju^jjces 
pounds,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in  any  court  of  record  by  virtue  etc.,  in' 
of  any  law  of  this  State,  shall  be  and  hereby  are  made  cognizable  before  tionsf*' 
any  one  justice  mayor  recorder  or  alderman  in  manner  as  aforesaid 

any  thing  in  the  said  law  mentioned  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  not- 
withstanding; and  also  that  where  in  any  city  town  manor  borough 
precinct  or  district  no  such  constable  or  other  proper  officer  shall  be 
chosen  and  appointed;  that  then  and  in  such  case,  the  said  court  upon 
application,  shall  and  may  direct  it's  process  or  executions  to  the  con- 
stable (of  the  next  adjoining  town  precinct  or  district)  living  nearest 
where  the  defendant  dwells  or  c^n  be  found,  who  is  hereby  required  to 
execute  the  same,  unless  some  other  person  shall  voluntarily  consent  to 
be  deputed  by  the  court  for  that  purpose. 

XL  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  no  costs, 
greater  or  other  costs  shall  be  allowed  taxed  or  taken  in  actions  brought 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  than  the  following  viz.  A  summons  sixteen 
shillings,  a  warrant  twenty  shillings,  a  judgment  twenty  shillings,  ad- 
ministring  every  oath  or  affirmation  ten  shillings,  every  execution 
thirty  shillings,  subpoena  for  each  witness  ten  shillings,  venire  facias 
to  summon  a  jury  twenty  shillings,  swearing  the  jury  thirty  shillings, 
witnesses  attending  on  su^imons  or  otherwise  forty  shillings,  per  day, 
and  so  in  proportion  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time.  Constable  or  other 
proper  officer  for  serving  every  warrant,  summons,  subpoena,  or  execu- 
tion for  one  miles  travel  or  under  twenty  shillings,  for  every  mile 
more  ten  shillings,  serving  every  execution  for  every  pound  one 
shilling,  summoning  every  jury  sixty  shillings,  juries  for  all  causes 
tried  twenty  shillings  per  man,  when  summoned  and  attending  and 
not  serving  ten  shillings  per  man.  Provided  that  the  whole  costs  to 
be  recovered  or  allowed  in  any  one  cause  or  action,  shall  not  exceed 
the  sum  of  forty  pounds.  And  provided  that  nothing  herein  cpntained 
shall  extend  to  oblige  any  justice  of  the  peace,  being  a  member  of  the 
senate,  or  assembly,  any  judge  of  the  county  courts,  or  the  mayor  and 
recorder  of  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Albany,  to  take  cognizance  of 
any  actions  by  virtue  of  this  act,  but  that  they  shall  be  at  liberty  at  all 
times  to  act  therein  or  not,  at  their  discretion. 

XII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  one  Act  named 
certain  act  entitled  **  An  act  for  establishing  and  regulating  courts  to  8»wpe"<^«^ 
determine  causes  of  forty  shillings  and  under  in  this  colony "  passed 

the  sixteenth  day  of  December  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty 
seven,  shall  be  immediately  after  the  commencement  of  this  act  sus- 
pended, and  every  clause,  article  matter  and  thing  in  the  said  act 
contained,  hereby  is  suspended  during  the  continuance  of  this  act. 

XIII.  Provided  always  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  Proviso  as 
That  all  suits  already  commenced  before  any  mayor  recorder  alder-  J^ndlng!* 
man  ot  justice  of  the  peace  within  this  State,  by  virtue  of  an  act  en- 
titled An  act  to  impower  justices  of  the  peace  mayors  recorders  and 
aldermen  to  try  causes  to  the  value  of  five  pounds  and  under  and  for 
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suspending  an  act  therein  mentioned  passed  the  twelfth  day  of  March 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  two:  And  also  all  suits  which 
have  been  commenced  in  the  supreme  court,  or  any  of  the  inferior  courts 
of  common  pleas  or  mayors  courts,  within  this  State,  tho*  the  sum  or 
thing  sued  for  be  under  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds,  shall  and 
may  be  proceeded  in  to  judgment  and  execution,  as  fully  and  effectually 
^s  if  this  act  never  had  passed  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  con- 
trary thereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 
Writs  of  XIV.  Aftd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  from 

certiorari    ^^^  zi\^v  the  passing  of  this  act  no  writ  of  certiorari  or  writ  of  error 
to  Issue      shall  be  issued  out  of  the  supreme  court  of  this  State  in  any  suit   or 
affllsTit.     action  wherein  a  final  judgment  shall  be  given  by  any  magistrate  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  unless  one  of  the  parties  in  such  suit,  or  some  other 
credible  person  in  his  behalf,  shall  within  one  month  after  such  final 
judgment,  make  affidavit  before  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court 
or  one  of  the  judges  of  the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county 
where  such  judgment  shall  be  given  or  before  one  of  the  commissioners 
for  taking  affidavits  to  be  read  in  the  supreme  court  (and  in  case  such 
affidavit  shall  be  made  before  one  of  the  judges  of  the  county  or  such 
commissioner,  such  affidavit  shall  be  transmitted  to  one  of  the  judges  of 
the  supreme  court)  satisfying  such  judge  that  there  is  reasonable  cause 
for  granting  a  writ  of  certiorari  or  writ  of  error  to  remove  such  judg- 
ment either  for  error  therein  or  some  unfair  practice  in  the  magistrate 
who  shall  have  tried  the  cause,  which  shall  be  particularly  specified  in 
the  said  affidavit;     And  the  judge  or  commissioner  before  whom  such 
affidavit  shall  be  made,  shall  keep  a  true  copy  thereof  and,  when  there- 
unto requested,  shall  deliver  the  same  to  the  adverse  party. 
Penalty  for      XV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  any 
preo^ng  person  being  a  party  in  such  action  who  shall  procure  any  writ  of  cer- 
seotion.      tiorari  or  writ  of  error,  otherwise  than  is  herein  above  directed,  shall 
forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  to  be  recovered  by  action  of 
debt  with  costs    of  suit  before  any  one  justice  of  the  peace  mayor 
recorder  or  alderman  within  this  State  by  the  adverse  party  plaintiff  or 
defendant  in  such  original  suit  for  his  own  use. 

Defeated         XVI .  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  if  on 

partly  to      ,    .      .  ,.   "^    .  '^    /•  'J 

pay  costs,   bnngmg  any  certiorari  or  writ  of  error  upon  any  judgment  in  any  action 

tried  by  virtue  of  this  act,  such  judgment  shall  be  confirmed  then  the 
party  procuring  such  writ  of  certiorari  or  writ  of  error,  shall  pay  all 
costs  of  defending  such  suit  in  the  court  above,  to  be  taxed  by  one  of 
the  judges  of  the  said  court,  and  to  be  levied  by  capic^  ad  satisfaciendum 
or  fieri  facias  issued  out  of  said  court,  and  for  service  whereof  the 
sheriff  shall  be  entitled  to  fees  as  in  other  cases.     And  if  the  said  judg- 
ment shall  be  reversed  the  person  in  whose  favour  such  judgment  shall 
be  reversed,  shall  in  like  manner  have  his  costs,  to  be  taken  and  recov- 
ered as  aforesaid. 
Attorney-       XVII.  And  be  it  further  encuted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if 
prSwou^  any  magistrate  who  shall  try  a  cause  and  give  judgment  thereon   by 
trateTand  ^^'^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^2!)X  refuse  to  deliver  (to  either  party  who  shall  apply 
oonstabFes  for  the  same  and  offer  payment  therefor)  a  copy  of  the  summons,  war- 
practioe?  ^^'^^j  venire,  verdict,  or  judgment,  in  any  such  action,  or  if  any  such 
magistrate,  or  any  constable  employed  in  the  service  of  any  process  in 
any  of  the  said  causes;  shall  willfully  be  guilty  of  any  unjust  practices, 
that  in  such  case  the  justices  of  the   supreme  court  shall  direct  the 
attorney  general  to  prosecute  such  magistrate  or  constable  so  offending, 
by  information  on  behalf  of  the  people  according  to  the  ordinary  course 
of  law. 
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XVIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  this 
act  shall  be  and  continue  in  force,  from  the  passing  thereof,  until  the 
first  day  of  March  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty  one. 


CHAP.  45. 

AN  ACT  to  encrease  the  number  of  collectors  in  the  counties  of 
Albany,  Ulster  and  Orange. 

Passed  the  is t  of  March,  1780. 

Whereas  many  districts  in  the  counties  of  Albany,  Ulster  and  Orange  Preamble, 
are  so  extensive,  that  it  is  become  necessary  to  encrease  the  number  of 
collectors. 

I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New   York^  coUeotora. 
represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  ol«otionof. 
of  the  same.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  freeholders  and 
inhabitants  of  the  districts  within  the  said  counties  respectively,  and 

they  are  hereby  empowered  to  elect  in  manner  heretofore  accustomed, 
at  their  annual  town,  district  or  precinct  meetings,  any  number  of  col- 
lectors not  exceeding  three,  each  of  whom  shall  be  a  freeholder  and 
inhabitant  of  the  district  in  which  he  is  so  elected  a  collector. 

And  whereas  there  is  not  any  collector  at  present  in  oflfice  in  Saraghtoga 
district,  in  the  county  of  Albany. 

II.  Be  it  further  ettacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  free- 
holders and  inhabitants  of  the  said  district  of  Saraghtoga,  shall  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  March  next,  at  the  usual  place  of  their  annual  dis- 
trict meetings,  elect  three  collectors  for  the  said  district  who  shall  be 
freeholders  and  residents  therein,  to  continue  in  office  until  the  next 
annual  town  meeting  of  the  said  district. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  col-  Powers 
lectors  who  shall  be  elected  in  pursuance  of  this  act  shall  respec-  J?.^  duties 
tively  be  vested  with  the  same  powers,  to  perform  and  execute  the  like 
duties,  and  be  liable  to  the  same  pains  and  penalties,  as  the*  other  col- 
lectors in  the  said  counties  in  which  they  are  respectively  elected,  are 
by  law  vested  with,  or  are  obliged  or  ought  to  perform  or  execute,  or 
are  liable  to. 


CHAP.  46. 

AN  ACT,  to  cancel  the  defaced  bills  of  credit  of  this  State. 

Passed  the  ist  of  March^  1780. 

Whereas  many,  of  the  bills  of  credit  issued  by  the  authority  of  the  preamble, 
provincinal  congress  of  the  late  colony  of  New  York,  and  of  the  bills  of 
credit  issued  by  the  authority  of  the  convention  of  this  State,  of  various 
denominations,   are  become  so  defaced   as  to  render   them  unfit  for 
circulation. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  repre-  Bills  of 
icnted  in  Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  'authority  of  ^JiJj^'and 
the  same,  That  all  such  bills  of  credit  of  this  State  as  shall  from  time  defaced  to 
to  time  come  into  the  treasury  of  this  State,  and  shall  in  the  judgment  ceieS?" 
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of  the  treasurer  be  so  worn  or  defaced  as  to  be  unfit  or  improper  for 
circulation,  shall  notwithstanding  they  may  severally  exceed  the  denom- 
ination of  one  dollar,  be  cancelled,  and  an  account  of  the  number  and 
amount  of  the  bills  so  cancelled,  shall  be  laid  before  the  legislature  in 
like  manner  as  is  directed  with  respect  to  bills  of  the  denomination  of 
one  dollar  and  under,  in  and  by  a  certain  act  entitled  "An  act  to  cancel 
certain  bills  of  credit  of  this  State,"  passed  the  twenty  sixth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
Aiiowanoe  nine.  And  that  the  several  members  of  the  legislature,  who  shall  after 
the  passing  of  this  act,  superintend  the  cancelling  any  bills  of  credit  to 
be  cancelled  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  or  the  said  act  above  mentioned, 
shall  be  allowed  each  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars  per  day,  for  each  day 
they  shall  respectively  attend  for  that  purpose,  any  thing  in  the  said 
act  notwithstanding. 


to  mem- 
bers for 
servloes. 


Amount  to 
be  raised 
by  tax 
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tioned 
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clerks  to 
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supervis- 
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be  served 
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CHAP.  47. 

AN  ACT  for  raising  the  sum  of  five  million   of  dollars  by  tax 
within  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  6th  of  March,  1780. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  samCy 
That  there  shall  be  raised  by  tax  within  this  State  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  April  next  the  sum  of  three  million  of  dollars.     That    the 
quota  of  the  county  of  Albany  of  the  said  sum  shall  be  one  million 
two  hundred  and  eighty  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  four 
dollars;  the  quota  of  the  county  ©f  Dutchess  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy  three  dollars,  the  quota  of 
the  county  of  Ulster  four  hundred  and  twelve  thousand,  two  hundred 
and   sixty  six   dollars,  the  quota  of  the  county  of  Orange  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty  seven  dollars,  the 
quota  of  the  county  of  Westchester  forty  thousand  dollars,  the  quota 
of  the  county  of  Try  on  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars;  and 
the  quota  of  the  county  of   Charlotte   twelve   thousand   dollars;  that 
the  quotas  hereby  asssigned  to  the  several  counties,  shall  by  the  super- 
visors  of   the   respective   counties  be  apppointed   to   and  among  the 
several  wards,  towns,  manors,  districts  and  precincts  within  such  coun- 
ties respectively  according  to  what   may  be  deemed  their   respective 

circumstances  and  abilities  at  the  time  of  making  such  apportionment 

that  the  clerks  of  the  several  counties  shall  forthwith  after  the  passing 
of  this  act-  by  circular  letters  to  be  dispatched  by  special  messengers 
(the  expense  whereof  to  be  allowed  and  paid  as  the  other  contingent 
charges  of  the  county)  call  a  meeting  of  the  supervisors  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid  —  that   the   supervisors  clerk   in   each   respective  county    as 
soon  as  such  apportiontment  shall  be  made  shall  by  special  messengers 
to  be  employed  for  the  purpose  (the  expense  whereof  to  be  allovw-ed. 
and  paid  as  aforesaid,)  cause  the  several  supervisors  who  shall  not  b>e 
present  at  such  meeting  to  be  served  with  a  notice  in  writing  of    the 
sums  at  which  the  quota's  of  their  respective  wards,  towns,  manors,  dis- 
tricts or  precincts  shall  have  been  so  apportioned  —  That  in  case  of  the 
death  or  absence  of  the  supervisor  that  such  notice  shall  be  served 
upon  either  of  the  assessors — That  the  several  supervisors  shall  forth- 
with after  such  apportionment  shall  be  made,  or  in  case  such  notice     as 
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aforesaid  shall  be  serverd  upon  an  assessor,  then  such  assessor,  shall  ▼ened  and 
convene  the  assessors,  in  order  that  they  may  proceed  to  make  the  as-  Jo^made! 
sessments  of  the  ward  town  manor  district  or  precinct  —  That   the 
assessors  shall  immediately  thereupon  proceed  to  make  assessments  on 
the  several  inhabitants  residents  and  persons  holding  or  possessing  real 
or  personal  estate  within  the  ward  town  manor  district  or  precinct  ac- 
cording to  the  estate  and  other  circumstances,  and  ability  to  pay  taxes, 
of  each  respective  person  collectively  considered.    That  after  the  asses-  Notice  of 
sors  shall  have  made  out  the  assessment  roll,  they  shall  thereupon  cause  ^d^h^S 
notifications  thereof  in  writing  to  be  affixed  in  at  least  three  pi^blic  «>u maybe 
places  in  the  ward,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  and  shall  in  such  °*^° 
notifications  assign  a  time  and  place  when  and  where  they  will  meet, 
and  that  all  persons  who  will  attend  may  inspect  the  assessment  roll. 
That  if  upon  hearing  the  proofs  or  allegations  of  any  person  it  shall  To  hear 
appear  that  any  persons  are  assessed  at  an  higher  or  lower  rate  than  P"^'®'®*^* 
they  respectively  ought  to  be,  that  the  assessdrs  shall  add  to  or  deduct 
from  the  respective  assessments  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  deem 
reasonable  and  make  the  necessary  alterations  in  the  assessment  roll 
accordingly.    That  the  assessors  shall  be  authorized  to  adjourn  the  said  May  ad- 
meeting  to  such  and  so  many  different  places  as  they  shall  deem  most  mSeUng. 
convenient,  and  such  meeting  shall  be  continued  from  day  to  day,  (and 
not  exceeding  ten  days  Sundays  excepted)  until  it  shall  appear  to  the 
assessors  that  there  hath  been  reasonable  time  for  the  inhabitants  of 
the  ward,  town,  manor  district  or  precinct  to  have  appeared  before 
them  and   have   had   respectively   an   hearing.     That   as  soon  as  the  BoH  to  be 
assessors  shall  have  compleated  the  assessment  roll,  the  same  shall  be  de-  to  eu^^ 
livered  to  the  supervisor  or  supervisors  of  the  ward,  town,  manor,  dis-  ▼Jsor. 
trict  or  precinct,  or  in  case  of  his  or  their  death  or  absence  to  a  justice 
of  the  peace   of  the   county,  whom  the  assessors  shall  notify  for  the 
purpose.     That  the  supervisor  or  supervisors,  or  such  justice  of  the  Tax  list, 
peace   shall  thereupon  form   a   tax   list   agreeable  to  such  assessment 
roll  —  That  the  several  sums  to  be  inserted  in  the  tax  list  as  and  for 
the  tax  to  be  paid  by  each  respective  person,   shall   bear  such  pro- 
portion to  the  sum  at  which  each  person  is  respectively  assessed,  as 
the  whole  quota  of  the  tax  of  the  ward   town  manor  district  or  pre- 
cinct, doth  bear  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  assessments  thereof.     That  Real  and 
the  assessors  in  making  the  assessments  shall  distinguish  between  the  ^JJ^^aty 
assessments  of  the  real  and  the  assessments  of  the  personal  estates,  and  to  be 
that  the  assessment  roll  and  tax  list  shall  respectively  be  of  the  form  in  Slssesaedl^ 
the  schedule  to  this  act  annexed.     That  forthwith,  after  the  tax  list  Tax  list 
shall  so  be  compleated,  and  the  same  shall  be  signed  by  the  supervisor  delivered 
or  supervisors  of  the  ward,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  or  a  justice  tocoiiec- 
of  the  peace  as  aforesaid  (and  which  shall  be  a  sufficient  warrant  to  the  iSJtion.*^^* 
collector  to  collect  the  taxes  contained  in  such  tax  list  without  any  other 
or  further  warrant)  the  same  shall  be  delivered  to  the  collector  or  col- 
lectors of  the  ward  town,  manor,  district,  or  precinct,  who,  thereupon 
shall  forthwith  collect  the  said  taxes.  That  if  any  of  the  persons  taxed  for  How 
their  respective  real  estates,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  tax  for  the  collected, 
same  respectively  when  thereunto  required  by  the  collector,  the  collector 
shall  levy  the  same  by  distress,  and  sale  of  such  goods  and  chattels  as  shall 
be  found  upon  the  premises,  and  if  any  of  the  persons  taxed  for  their 
respective  personal  estates  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  tax  for  the 
same  respectively,  when  thereunto  required  as  aforesaid,  the  collector 
shall  levy  the  same,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the 
persons  so  refusing  or  neglecting.     That  where  distress  and  sale  shall 
be  made  in  either  of  the  cases  above  mentioned,  the  overplus  after  de- 
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ducting  the  charges  of  such  distress  and  sale  shall  be  returned  to  the 
person,  by  reason  of  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  whom,  such  distress  and 
sale  shall  be  made.     That  for  want  of  goods  and  chattels  whereon  to 
levy  the  tax,  in  either  of  the  cases  aforesaid,  the  collector  shall  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  to  recover  the  same  with  costs  of 
suit,  from  the  person  or  persons  so  refusing  or  neglecting,  by  action  to 
be   commenced  in  his  own  name  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of 
the  county,  where  at  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  such  action, 
the  defendant    shall  happen  to  be  the  authority  and  jurisdiction  of 
which  justice,  is  hereby  extended  to  all  such  actions,  notwithstanding  the 
sum  to  be  sued  for  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds.    That 
the  collectors  shall  respectively  pay  into  the  county  treasury,  the  monies 
they  shall  from  time  to  time  so  collect,  never  retaining  in  their  possession 
respectively  a  sum  exceeding  the  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds.     That 
the  several  county  treasurers  shall  from  time  to  time,  pay  the  monies 
they  shall  respectively  receive  from  the  collectors,  into  the  treasury  of 
this  State,  never  retaining  in  their  possession  respectively,  a  sum  exceed- 
Compen-    ing  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  pounds.     That  the  collectors  shall  sev- 
ooUeotora.  orally  be  allowed,  and  hereby  are  authorized  to  retain  the  same  in  their 
hands,  out  of  the  taxes  they  shall  respectively  so  collect,  a  poundage  of 
six  pence  in  the  pound,  for  their  services  in  collecting  the  said  tax,  and 
Ibid,  of      paying  the  same  into  the  county  treasury.     That  the  several  county 
^aaSers.  treasurers  shall  be  allowed,  and  hereby  are  authorized  to  retain  the  same 
in  their  hands  out  of  the  monies  they  shall  respectively  receive  from  the 
collectors,  a  commission  of  one  quarter  per  cent  for  their  services  in 
receiving  the  said  monies,  and  paying  the  same  into  the  treasury  of  this 
State.     That  the  collectors  shall  respectively  collect  the  said  tax  and 
pay  the  same  into  the  respective  county  treasuries,  on  or  before  the  first 
state treas-  day  of  April  next.     And  that  the  treasurer  of  the  State  shall  pay. of  the 
sumnameS  said  monies  as  they  shall  from  time  to  time  come  into  the  treasury  to 
urer^oT     ^^^  amount  of  two  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  the 
United       treasurer  of  the  United  States,  or  his  order.    And  that  the  collectors  to 
States.        whom  the  tax  lists  shall  be  delivered  shall  severally  be  authorized  to 
collect  the  said  taxes  notwithstanding  the  time  for  which  they  were  re- 
spectively elected  to  the  said  office  may  expire  before  the  collecting  of 
the  said  taxes  shall  be  compleated. 
authorit°**      And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  respective 
of  super-    supervisor  or  supervisors,  or  such  justice  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid,  shall 
Julsticeaof  ^^  vested  with  the  following  powers  and  authorities  viz:  To  assign  a 
the  peace,  time  within  which  the  assessors  shall  compleat  the  assessments:     In 
cases  where  the  respective  collectors  shall  not  have  collected  the  taxes 
within  the  time  herein  before  limited,  from  time  to  time  to  assign  such 
further  time  for  that  purpose,  as  to  such  supervisor  or  supervisors,  or 
justice  of  the  peace,  shall  appear  reasonable  and  proper:  In  case  of 
the  death,  removal,  or  refusal  to  accept,  or  inability  to  serve,  of  a  col- 
lector, to  call  a  special  town  meeting  for  electing  a  collector,  in  the  stead 
of  the  person  so  dying  removing,  refusing  to  accept,  or  becoming  un- 
able to  serve,  as  the  case  may  be:  To  cause  the  assessment  rolls  and  tax 
list  to  be  fairly  made  out,  and  when  so  made  out,  to  sign  the  tax  list 
and  cause  the  same  to  be  delivered  to  the  collector,  and  a  copy  thereof 
to  be  filed  with  the  treasurer  of  the  county:  To  cause  the  collectors  to 
appear  before  him  or  them  the  said  supervisor  or  supervisors,  or  justice, 
from  time  to  time,  and  at  such  time  and  at  such  place  within  the  ward, 
town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  as  he  or  they  shall  appoint,  and  to  ren- 
der an  account  of  the  monies  they  shall  have  respectively  collected,  and 
of  the  taxes  which  shall  remain  unpaid;  and  to  direct  the  collectors  to 
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pay  the  monies  which  they  shall  severally  have  in  hand^  into  the  county 
treasury. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  super-  Compenfla. 
visors,  or  such  justice  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  severally  allowed  ^^^  ®'' 
for  their  respective  services  and  expences,  for  every  day  they  shall  ,be 
actually  severally  employed  in  executing  the  business,  by  this  act  com- 
mitted to  them,  each  the  sum  of  twelve  dollars,  besides  the  expences  of 
clerks,  messengers,  papers,  and  other  incidental  matters,  and  the  assess- 
ors -shall  each  be  allowed  and  paid  for  their  services  and  expences  for  each 
day  they  shall  be  respectively  actually  employed  in  making  the  assess- 
ments, in  pursuance  of  this  act,  the  like  sum  of  twelve  dollars,  which 
wages  and  incidental  expences  of  the  supervisors,  justices  of  the  peace 
and  assessors  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid,  as  the  contingent 
charges  of  the  county  are  allowed  and  paid,  to  be  charged  nevertheless  to 
the  ward,  town,  manor  district  or  precinct  in  which  the  same  shall  re- 
spectively arise. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  col-  Penalty  in 
lector  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  appear  before  the  supervisor  or  super-  ^JJ^niSaed 
visors  of  the  ward,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  or  such  justice  of  neglect  to 
the  peace  as  aforesaid,  when  duly  notified,  by  writing  under  his  or  their  Sfflofair 
hand  or  hands,  or  if  any  collector  shall  refuse  to  render  an  account  to  duty, 
the  said  supervisor  or  supervisors,  or  such  justice  of  the  peace  as  afore- 
said, in  manner  herein  before  directed,  when  thereunto  required  by  the 
said  supervisor  or  supervisors,  or  such  justice  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid, 
or  if  the  assessors  shall  neglect  to  compleat  the  assessments  within  the 
time  by  the  said  supervisor  or  supervisors,  or  such  justice  of  the  peace 
as  aforesaid,  from  time  to  time  to  be  assigned,  the  person  or  persons  so 
offending,  shall  for  each  and  every  such  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  eight 
hundred  pounds  to  the  people  of  this  State,  to  be  recovered  by  action  in 
the  name  of  the  treasurer  of  this  State,   in  assumpsit  for  monies  re- 
ceived to  the  use  of  the  plaintiff,  in  the  supreme  court  of  this  State,  with 
costs  of  suit,  and  when  recovered,  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this 
State:  And  it  is  hereby  expressly  made  the  duty  of  the  supervisor  or 
supervisors,  or  such  justice  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid,  to  report  every 
such  offender  to  the  attorney  general,  and  it  is  hereby  expressly  made 
his  duty  to  sue  and  prosecute  for  the  recovery  of  every  such  penalty,  and 
to  pay  the  same,  when  recovered,  into  the  treasury  of  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  upon  ren-  Action 
dering  such  account  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  appear  to  the  said   supervisor  SaSitSned 
or  supervisors,  or  such  justice  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid,  that  any  col-  •^f*"^' 
lector  shall  be  possessed  of  any  monies,  which  he  ought  to  have  paid  ?or  arrears 
into  the  hands  of  the  county  treasurer,  or  that  any  of  the  said  tax  shall  of  tax.eto. 
be  in  arrear,  and  which  such  collector  could  have  levied  and  collected, 
such  collector  shall  be  liable  to  pay  all  such  monies  which  he  shall  then 
be  possessed  of,  and  which  he  ought  to  have  paid  into  the  hands  of  the 
county  treasurer,  and  all  such  arrears  of  tax,  with  interest  for  the  same 
at  the  rate  of  fifteen  per  cent  per  annum,  from  the  time  when  such 
arrears  of  tax  could  have  been  levied  and  collected,  to  be  recovered 
with  costs,  by  action  in  the  name  of  the  treasurer  of  the  county,  in 
assumpsit  for  monies  received  to  the  use  of  the  plaintiff,  and  to  which 
suit  the  defendant  may  plead  the  general  issue,  and  give  any  special 
matter  in  evidence.     And  it  isliereby  expressly  made  the  duty  of  the 
said  supervisor  or  supervisors,  or  such  justice  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid, 
to  report  every  such  case  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county  for  the  time 
being,  who  is  hereby  expressly  required  and  authorized  to  sue  and  pros- 
ecute such  suit  aforesaid. 
29 
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And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  assessors, 
or  a  majority  of  thera,  may  by  writing  under  their  hands  summon  any 
person  actually  resident  within  the  ward,  town,  manor,  district  or  pre- 
cinct, to  appear  before  them,  at  such  time  and  at  such  place  within  their 
respective  wards,  towns,  districts  or  precincts,  as  they  may  think  proper, 
to  be  examined  on  oath,  or  if  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  on  affirma- 
tion, which  oath  or  affirmation  the  assessors  or  a  majority  of  them 
are  hereby  authorized  to  administer  touching  the  value  or  amount  of 
any  personal  estate,  and  if  the  person  so  to  be  summoned  shall  hot, 
upon  being  served  with  such  summons  appear  before  the  assessors,  or 
appearing,  shall  refuse  to  answer  to  interrogatories  upon  oath,  or  if  of 
the  people  called  Quakers  on  affirmation,  touching  the  value  or  amount 
of  the  personal  estate  of  any  person  within  such  ward,  town,  manor,  dis- 
trict or  precinct,  shall  for  every  offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
pounds,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  in  action  of  debt  in  the  name  of 
the  treasurer  of  the  county,  and  when  recovered,  paid  in  like  manner  as 
last  aforesaid,  so  as  the  person  to  be  summoned,  shall  not  be  compelled 
to  answer  to  any  interrogatories,  touching  the  value  or  amount  of  his  or 
her  property.  And  provided  always  that  no  such  evidence  shall  be 
conclusive  for  forming  any  assessment,  but  that  the  assessors  shall  be  at 
liberty  to  determine  the  actual  value  of  such  personal  property  as  afore- 
said, by  such  evidence  as  aforesaid,  or  any  other  means  which,  in  their 
judgment  may  be  deemed  most  proper,  for  estimating  such  actual  value. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  and  it  is  hereby  pro^ 
videdy  That  no  person  who  having  removed  from  his  or  her  usual  place 
of  abode  by  reason  of  the  invasion  of  the  enemy,  shall  not  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  assessors  be  acquiring  property  beyond  what  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  subsistence  of.  his  or  her  respective  families;  and  that  no 
person  serving  in  the  line  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  shall  be 
subject  to  be  taxed  by  virtue  of  this  act  for  his  or  her  personal  estate; 
and  that  no  minister  of  the  Gospel  of  any  denomination  whatsoever;  shall 
be  subject  to  be  taxed  for  their  respective  salaries,  any  thing  herein 
contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person 
shall  be  residing  in  any  ward,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  by  the 
space  of  ten  days  before  the  assessors  shall  enter  upon  the  business  of 
making  the  assessments  required  by  this  act,  such  person  shall  be 
deemed  an  actual  resident  within  such  ward,  town,  manor  district  or 
precinct,  and  liable  to  be  taxed  within  the  same  accordingly:  And  if 
any  person  shall  come  to  reside  by  the  space  of  ten  days  in  any  ward, 
town,  manor  district  or  precinct  after  the  assessment  shall  be  compleated, 
and  before  the  said  first  day  of  April  next,  and  shall  not  when  thereunto 
required  by  the  assessors  or  either  of  them,  declare  upon  oath,  and 
which  oath  the  assessors  or  either  of  them  are  hereby  authorized  to  ad- 
minister, that  he  or  she  hath  been  assessed  and  taxed  in  pursuance  of 
this  act,  such  person  shall  be  liable  to  be  taxed  in  such  ward,  town, 
manor,  district  or  precinct,  and  his  or  her  name  together  with  the  sum 
at  which  he  or  she  shall  be  taxed,  shall  be  added  to  the  tax  list  by  the 
assessors  accordingly. 

And  be  it  further  etuicted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  treasurer 
of  this  State,  shall  in  his  accounts  of  the  taxes  raised  by  virtue  of  this 
act,  credit  each  respective  county  with  the  sums  collected  within  the 
same  respectively ;  and  that  interest  shall  be  allowed  for  the  excess  to 
such  counties  as  shall  appear  to  have  raised  more  than  their  due  pro- 
portion, and  that  such  counties  as  shall  appear  to  have  raised  less,  than 
their  due  proportion,  shall  be  compelled  to  pay  the  deficiency  with  in- 
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terest,  in  like  manner  as  is  provided  in  the  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  two 
million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  passed  the  twenty  third  day  of 
October  last.  And  in  order  to  remove  doubts  respecting  the  taxes 
charged  on  lands  of  persons  who  have  been  removed  within  the  enemies 
lines. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  and  it  is  hereby  de- 
clared^ That  until  the  legislature  shall  make  special  provision  for  collect- 
ing the  double  taxes  charged  on  the  lands  of  persons  who  have  been 
removed  within  the  enemy's  lines,  in  pursuance  of  the  Act,  more  effec- 
tually to  prevent  the  mischiefs  arising  from  the  influence  and  example 
of  persons  of  equivocal  and  suspected  characters  in  this  'State,  passed 
the  thirtieth  day  of  June  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy 
eight,  no  lands  shall  be  assessed  at  an  higher  than  the  usual  rate,  by  rea- 
son that  such  lands  may  be  deemed  to  belong  to  persons  so  removed 
within  the  enemy's  lines  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  a  further 
sum  of  two  million  of  dollars  shall  in  like  manner  as  is  herein  before 
directed  with  respect  to  the  said  sum  of  three  million  of  dollars,  be 
raised  by  virtue  of  this  act,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  July  next.  That 
the  respective  quota's  of  the  several  counties  above  mentioned  shall  be 
in  a  like  proportion  as  aforesaid.  That  the  supervisors  shall  meet  in 
their  respective  counties  on  the  third  Monday  in  May  next,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  apportioning  the  said  several  quota's,  to  and  among  the  several 
wards,  towns,  manors,  districts  and  precincts. 

And  whereas  by  an  act  passed  the  twenty  third  day  of  October  last,  en- 
titled **  An  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  two  million  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars  by  tax  within  this  State  "  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  sixty  one  dollars  is  assigned  as  the  quota  of  the  county  of 
Charlotte, 

And  whereas  it  is  conceived  that  the  said  county  was  over  charged  in 
the  quota  aforesaid. 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in- 
stead of  the  said  quota  as  aforesaid  there  shall  be  raised  within  the 
county  of  Charlotte  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  to  be  levied  and 
paid  in  like  manner  as  the  said  sum  of  twelve  thousand  dollars  to  be 
raised  in  the  said  county  by  virtue  of  this  act  any  thing  in  the  said  first 
mentioned  act  to  the  contrary  hereof  notwithstanding. 
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CHAP.  48. 

AN  ACT  to  empower  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and 
courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  to  enlarge  or  discharge  accessaries 
who  shall  on  voluntarily  submitting  to  trial  be  acquitted  pre- 
vious  to  the  conviction  of  all  the  principals. 

Passed  the  6th  of  March,  1780. 

Whereas  by  the  common  law  no  person  indicted  as  accessary  to  any 
felony  committed,  can  be  compelled  to  submit  to  a  trial  previous  to  the 
conviction  of  all  the  principals;  and  in  case  any  accessary  indicted  as 
aforesaid,  shall  voluntarily  submit  to  trial  and  be  acquitted,  the  court 
have  no  power  to  discharge  the  person  so  acquitted,  until  all  the  princi- 
cipals  are  tried  and  acquitted.     For  remedy  whereof, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 
That  when  any  person  or  persons  has  or  have  been,  or  shall  hereafter 
be  indicted  as  accessary  or  accessaries  to  any  felony,  and  shall  volun- 
tarily submit  to  a  trial  for  the  same,  and  upon  such  trial  shall  be  ac- 
quitted; it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court, 
or  either  of  them,  or  the  judges  in  any  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  or 
gaol  delivery  at  their  discretion  to  enlarge  or  discharge  the  person  or 
persons  so  tried  and  acquitted  as  aforesaid;  any  law  usage  or  custom,  to 
the  contrary  thereof,  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  c^oresaidy  That  this  act 
shall  continue  in  force,  for  one  year  only. 


Preamble. 


CHAP.  49. 

AN  ACT  to  alter  the  terms  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas  and 
general  sessions  of  the  peace  in  the  county  of  Tryon. 

Passed  the  8th  of  March,  1780. 

Whereas  the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  and  general  sessions  of 
the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  of  Tryon  are  by  law  directed  to  be  held 
four  times  annually,  that  is  to  say,  on  the  second  Tuesdays  of  Decern- 
ber,  March,  June,  and  September. 
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Afid  whereas  the  said  terms  and  seasons  are  by  experience  found  to 
be  very  inconvenient. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Vorh,  rep-  Times  aod 
resented  in  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  aut/ioriiy  of  ElSdtng' 
the  samCy  That  the  said  courts  of  common  pleas  and  general  sessions  of  courts 
the  peace  in  and  for  the  said  county  shall  hereafter  be  held  three  times  °*™    ' 
annually,  that. is  to  say,  on  the  second  Tuesdays  of  February,  June  and 
October,  in  every  year.     That  all  actions  and  proceedings  depending  in 
either  of  the  said  courts  shall  be  and  are  hereby  continued  until  the  first 
Tuesday  in  June  next     And  that  all  processes  issued  out  of  either  of 
the  said  courts,  and  returnable  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  March  instant 
shall  be  and  are  hereby  continued  and  made  returnable  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  June  next;  and  all  persons  bound  by  recognizance  to  ap- 
pear in  the  said  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  shall  by  virtue  of 
such  recognizances  respectively,  be  bound  to  appear  in  the  said  court  of 
general  sessions  of  the  peace  on  the  said  second  Tuesday  of  June  next. 


CHAP.  50. 

AN  ACT  to  ascertain  the  division  line  between  the  district  of 
Halfmoon  and  the  west  district  of  Rensselaerwyck  and  for 
dividing  Mohawk  district  in  the  county  of  Tryon  into  two  dis- 
tricts. 

Passed  the  9th  of  March,  1780. 

Whereas  inconveniencies  have  arisen  from  the  uncertainty  of  the  di-  Preamble, 
vision  line  between  the  district  of  Halfmoon  and  the  west  district  of 
Rensselaerwyck 

£e  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New   York  Boundary 
represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  line 
of  the  same  That  the  middle  of  the  Mohawk  river,  from  the  Cohoos  to  iSliimoon 
where  it  empties  itself,  through  the  northermost  sprout,  into  the  North  or  Sfg^ric^oj 
Hudson's  river,  shall,  for  the  future,  be  the  division  line  between  that  Beneseiaei^. 
part  of  the  district  of  Halfmoon  and  the  west  district  of  Rensselaer-  ^^<'^- 
wyck.     Provided  always  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  affect  any  question  that  may  arise  touching  the  boundaries  of 
any  grant  or  patent  of  lands. 

And  whereas  many  inconveniencies  arise  to  the  inhabitants  of  Mo- 
hawk district  in  the  county  of  Tryon  from  the  said  district  being  too 
extensive. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by   the  authority  aforesaid^  That   that   part  Mohawk 
of  the  said  district  which  is  on  the  south  side  of  the  Mohawk  river  shall  ^^'^i 
be  a  separate  and  distinct  district  and  continue  to  be  called  Mohawk 
district,  arid  that  the  remaining  part  of  the  said  district  shall  henceforth 
be  another  separate  and  distinct  district  and  be  called  and  known  by 
the  name  of  Caughnawaga  district. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the   an-  Town 
nual  town  meetings  of   Mohawk   district   as   above  limited   shall   be  meetings, 
held  at  the  now  dwelling  house  of  Myndert  W.  Quackenbos,  and  the 
annual  town  meetings  of  Caughnawaga  district  at  the  now  dwelling 
house  of  John  B.  Wemple.     That  Jacob  Gardinier  Esquire  John  New-  Oommis- 
kerk,  Robert  A.  Yates  and  Isaac  Marselius  be  commissioners  of  the  hiJJhiwa^^ 
highways  for  Mohawk  district,  and  that  Jellis  Fonda  Esquire  Adam 
Gardinier,  Sampson  Simpson  and  Adam  Fonda  be  commissioners  of  the 
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meotion  highways  for  Caughnawaga  district.  That  the  freeholders  and  inhabit- 
offlwire!  2ints  of  the  said  districts  respectively  are  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired yearly  and  every  year  on  the  annual  day  for  town  meetings,  for 
chusing  town  officers,  in  the  said  county,  to  elect  an  equal  and  like 
number  of  town  officers  with  the  number  heretofore  elected  in  the  said 
Mohawk  district,  hereby  divided  into  two  districts,  and  that  the  said 
town  officers  in  each  district  shall  respectively  do  perform  and  execute 
the  like  duties  and  services,  and  be  liable  to  the  same  penalties,  as  other 
persons  in  the  like  offices  in  the  other  districts  in  the  said  county  by  law 
are  intended  or  ought  to  do,  or  are  liable  to  any  law;  usage  or  custoni 
to  th6  contrary  notwithstanding. 


CHAP.  51. 

AN  ACT  for  the  immediate  sale  of  part  of  the  forfeited  estates. 

Passed  the  loth  of  March,  1780. 

Preamble.       Whereas  it  IS  necessary,  in  order  to  raise  monies  for  providing  the 
troops  of  this  State,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  with  clothing  and 
other  necessaries,  that  part  of  the  forfeited  estates  within  this  State 
should  be  immediately  sold. 
Proviso  In       Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  rep- 
repeafed.    resented  in  Senate  and  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same^  That  the  proviso,  in  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  forfeiture 
"  and  sale  of  the  estates  of  persons  who  have  adhered  to  the  enemies  of 
"  this  State,  and  for  declaring  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  of  this  State,. 
"  in  respect  to  all  property  within  the  same,"  passed  the  twenty  second 
day  of  October  last,  for  suspending  the  sales  of  forfeited  real  estates 
until  the  first  day  of  October  next,  as  far  as  it  respects  the  counties  of 
Albany,  Ulster,  Orange  and  Dutchess,  except  such  lands  as  lie  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Highlands  in  the  county  of  Orange,  and  such  lands  as 
lie  on  the  west  side  of  Hudson's  river  and  which  are  on  the  north  side 
of  the  Mohawk  river  in  the  county  of  Albany  shall  be  and  is  hereby 
Commia-     repealed;  and  that  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  appointed  or  to  be 
forfeitures  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act  shall  accordingly  forthwith  after 
to  make      the  passing  of  this  act  proceed  to  make  sale  of  all  such  forfeited  real  es- 
tates within  their  respective  districts  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  said 
act. 
Commia-         And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy  That  the  com- 
raay^draw   missioners  for  the  middle  district  and  the  commissioners  for  the  western 
moneys      district  may  from  time  to  time  draw  from  the  treasury,  and  the  treasurer 
ure?  etc?*"  is  hereby  accordingly  required  to  pay  the  same,  monies  in  manner  fol- 
lowing that  is  to  say.  The  commissioners  for  the  middle  di^rict  sums 
not  exceeding  in  the  whole  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  pounds,  The 
commissioners  for  the  western  district  sums  not  exceeding  in  the  whole 
the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  pounds.     That  the  commissioners  shall 
each  of  them  be  allowed  for  his  wages,  exclusive  of  actual  expences, 
thirty  dollars  per  day  for  each  day  they  shall  respectively  be  actually 
employed  in  executing  the  business  committed  to  them.     That  the  re- 
spective purchases  shall  within  one  month  from  the  date  of  their  respec- 
tive certificates  pay  into  the  treasury  the  several  sums  therein  specified — 
That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  commissioners  to  make  sales  after  a  pub- 
lic notice  of  four  weeks  only.     And  that  the  several  commissioners  of 


Chap.  52.J  THIRD  SESSION.  231 

forfeitures  shall  instead  6f  the  oath  of  office  prescribed  in  and  by  the  Official 
said  act,  severally  take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath  viz.  ^^* 

I  A.  B.  appointed  a  commissioner  of  forfeitures  for  the  district,  do  Form  of. 
soleninly  and  sincerely  swear  and  declare  in  the  presence  of  Almighty 
God,  that  I  will  faithfully  and  honestly  execute  the  said  office,  so  help 
me  God;   any  thing  in  the  said   act  contained  contrary  to  the  sev- 
eral paragraphs  in  this  clause  notwithstanding, 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid;  That  the  said  Abstract 
commissioners  shall  make  an  abstract  of  the  sales  within  their  respective  ®'**^- 
districts,  to  contain  the  names  of  the  respective  purchasers,  the  descrip- 
tions of  the  respective  estates  by  them  sold,  the  sums  for  which  the  same 
were  respectively  sold,  the  dates  of  the  respective  conveyances,  and  the 
names  of  the  several  persons  to  whom  the  several  estates  immediately 
before  the  forfeitures  thereof  were  deemed  to  belong;  and  shall  from 
time  to  time  file  copies  of  such  abstracts  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the 
county  wherein  the  lands  and  tenements  respectively  lie.  And  the 
clerks  of  the  respective  counties  shall  record  such  abstracts  in  a  book  or 
books  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  and  for  which  services  the  sev- 
eral clerks  shall  be  allowed  a  reasonable  allowance,  to  be  paid  by  the 
respective  commissioners  in  like  manner  with  the  other  expences  that 
may  accrue  in  and  about  the  said  sales. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by    the    authority  aforesaid^    That    the  Report  to 
commissioners  shall  from  time  to  time  make  report  to  the  legislature,  of  i«*n8i*«'»ro. 
the  sales  by  them  respectively  made,  and  of  the  difficulties  and  impedi- 
ments which  may  arise  in  the  execution  of  their  said  office. 


CHAP.  52. 

AN  ACT  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  of  sequestra- 
tion, in  cases  of  vacancies  in  that  office,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  nth  of  March,  1780. 

Whereas  no  provision  hath  hitherto  been  made  for  the  appointment  preamble, 
of  commissioners  of  sequestration  in  cases  where  vacancies  have  arisei^ 
or  may  arise  in  the  said  office. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Term  of 
Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  <>®<'®- 
That  the  several  commissioners  of  sequestration  throughout  this  State 
heretofore  appointed,  or  hereafter  to  be  appointed,  shall  be  deemed  to 
hold  their  offices  respectively  during  the  pleasure  of    the  council  of 
appointment.     That  where  a  vacancy  or  vancancies  have  arisen  or  shall  Vacancies, 
arise  in  the  said  office,  by  death,  resignation,  removal  from  office,  or  in  any 
other  manner  whatsoever,  other  commissioner  or  commissioners  shall 
be  appointed  to  fill  up  such  vacancy  or  vacancies.      That  each  commis-  How 
sioner  hereafter  to  be  appointed,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  council  of  ^pp®*"*^*^- 
appointment,  in  like  manner  as  other  officers  are  directed  to  be  appointed 
in  and  by  the  twenty  third  article  of  the  Constitution,  and  shall  be  com- 
missioned by  commission  under  the  great  seal  of  this  State. 

And  wherects  the  legislature  have  at  this  present  meeting  passed  a  law 
for  the  immediate  sale  of  part  of  the  forfeited  estates ;  To  the  end 
therefore  that  the  estates  so  intended  to  be  sold  may  not  be  encumbered 
with  leases ; 
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CommiB-  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  commis- 
to*exSjut«  sioners  shall  not  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  authorized  to 
leases.  lease  any  lands  or  tenements  within  the  the  middle  district,  except  such 
lands  or  tenements  as  lay  on  the  south  side  of  the  mountains  in  Orange 
county,  or  any  lands  or  tenements  in  the  county  of  Albany,  except  such 
lands  or  tenements  as  being  on  the  west  side  of  Hudson's  river,  do  also 
lay  on  on  the  north  side  of  the  Mohawk  river,  which  may  be  deemed  to 
have  become  forfeited  to  the  people  of  this  State,  in  consequence  of  the 
attainder  of  any  or  either  of  the  offenders  named  in  the  act  entitled 
**  An  act  for  the  forfeiture  and  sale  of  the  estates  of  persons  who  have 
"  adhered  to  the  enemies  of  this  State,  and  for  declaring  the  sovereignty 
"of  the  people  of  this  State,  in  respect  to  all  property  within  the  same." 
And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  wages  heretofore  .allowed  to  the  said 
commissioners  shall  cease,  and  that  in  lieu  thereof,  the  commissioners  for 
each  respective  county  or  districts  shall  be  allowed  a  commission  of  ten 
per  cent  on  the  monies  hereafter  to  become  due  to  them,  and  which 
they  shall  respectively  from  time  to  time  pay  into  the  treasury  of  this 
State. 


Oommis- 
sioD  in  Ilea 
of  waives. 


CHAP.  5a. 
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AN  ACT  to  raise  troops  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers. 

Passed  the  nth  of  March,  178a 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  samey 
That  troops  shall  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  this  State 
for  the  ensuing  campaign  whenever  the  congress  of  the  United  States 
shall  have  declared  that  the  said  troops  shall  be  paid  and  subsisted  at 
the  expence  of  the  said  United  States:  That  the  commanding  officer 
of  each  regiment  of  militia  shall  cause  just  and  exact  lists  to  be  made 
and  returned  of  all  the  male  inhabitants  (slaves  excepted)  of  the  ajge  of 
sixteen  years  and  upwards  resident  within  the  district  of  the  regiment. 
That  the  said  commanding  officer  together  with  the  other  field  officers 
of  the  regiment  shall  within  one  week  after  such  returns  shall  be  made 
meet  together  at  such  time  and  at  such  place  within  the  district  of  each 
regiment  as  the  commanding  officer  thereof  shall  appoint  That  at 
this  meeting  the  field  officers  or  the  major  part  of  them  shall  divide  the 
regiment  agreeable  to  such  return  thereof  into  classes  each  class  to 
consist  of  thirty  five  names,  and  if  there  should  be  a  surplus  of  names 
after  the  regiment  shall  be  so  divided  into  classes  the  majority  of  the 
said  field  officers  shall  add  the  persons  of  which  such  surplus  shall  con- 
sist to  the  several  classes  and  in  such  proportion  to  each  class  as  they 
shall  think  proper  so  that  the  several  classes  shall  with  respect  to  estate 
and  ability  be  as  nearly  equal  as  may  be.  That  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  regiment  shall  cause  to  be  delivered  to  a  militia  officer  or 
to  some  other  reputable  person  belonging  in  each  class  a  list  of  the 
class.  That  each  class  shall  after  the  expiration  of  fifteen  days  from 
the  delivery  of  such  list  furnish  and  deliver  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  regiment  at  such  time  and  at  such  place  within  the  district  of 
the  regiment  as  he  shall  from  time  to  time  appoint,  notice  whereof  shall 
be  given  to  the  person  to  whom  the  list  shall  be  delivered,  one  able 
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bodied  man  to  be  provided  with  a  good  musket  or  firelock  cartouch 
box  or  pouch  capable  of  containing  seventeen  charges  of  ammunition, 
a  knapsack  or  havesack  and  a  good  blanket,  to  serve  in  the  corps  to  be 
raised  by  virtue  of  this  act  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  until  the  first 
day  of  December  next,  unless  sooner  discharged.      That  if  any  class  Anseas- 
shali  omit  or  neglect  to  furnish  and  deliver  a  man  to  be  accoutred  and  be^made 
provided  as  aforesaid,  within  the  time  or  times  for  that  purpose  to  be  against 
appointed  as  aforesaid,  the  commanding  officer  of   the  regiment  shall  oSm.^"*"^ 
thereupon  convene  the  assessors  of  the  ward  town  manor  district  or 
precinct  wherein  such  class  shall  be  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  said 
commanding  officer  shall  appoint.     That  the  said  commanding  officer 
shall  lay  before  the  said  assessors^  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  persons  be- 
longing to  such  delinquent  class — That  the  said  assessors  or  a  majority  of 
them  which  shall  be  so  convened  shall  thereupon  assess  upon  such  class 
a  sum  equal  to  double  the  .amount  of  the  highest  bounty  which  shall 
then  have  been  given  by  any  class  in  the  regiment  for  a  recruit  to  be 
raised  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and  shall  apportion  the  said  sura  to  and 
among  the  several  persons  composing  such  delinquent  class  in  such 
manner  as  the  assessors  shall  deem  reasonable,  due  regard  ^being  had  to 
the  circumstances  and  ability  of  each  respective  person.     That  the  said  ooJiection 
commanding  officer  shall  thereupon  deliver  the  assessment-roll  to  such  ^e^*"*" 
Serjeant  in  the  regiment  as  he  shall  appoint  for  the  purpose.     That  the 
said  Serjeant  shall  thereupon  by  distress  and  sale  levy  of  the  several 
persons  named   in   such   assessment  roll   the   sums   opposite   to   their 
respective  names  and  shall  after  deducting  therout  a  poundage  of  one 
shilling  in  the  pound  for  his  services  in  collecting  the  said  monies  pay  the 
same  to  the  said  commanding  officer  by  whom  they  shall  be  paid  into 
the  treasury  of  this  State  —  That  if  any  person  shall  refuse  to  pay  the  persona 
sum  assessed  upon  him  and  shall  not  be  possessed  of  goods  and  chattels  ^^Jda^nS 
whereof  the  same  can  be  levied,  the  said  commanding  officer,  shall  by  refusiDgto 
warrant  under  his  hand  to  be  directed   to  any  serjeant  of  the  regiment  commit^ 
cause  such  person  to  be  committed  to  the  gaol  of  the  county,  or  if  there  to  gaol, 
shall  be  no  gaol  in  the  county  to  the  next  nearest  gaol,  there  to  remain 
without  bail  or  mainprize  until  the  sum  so  assessed  upon  him  shall  be 
paid  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  —  That  if  any  one  or  Persons 
more  persons  belong  to  a  class  shall  at  his  or  their  own  costs  and  ex-  mJney  tS*^ 
pences  procure  the  man  to  be  furnished  by  such  class,  or  provide  the  furnish 
man  so  to  be  procured  with  arms  accoutrements  and  a  blanket  as  afore-  have  rSme- 
said,  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  advance  monies  for  either  of  the  o5,er**"r- 
purposes  aforesaid  shall  have  a  remedy  against  the  several  other  per-  sons  iS**^" 
sons  in  the  class  to  recover  from  them  their  respective  proportions  of  *'**"• 
the  said  monies  so  advanced  by  suit  to  be  commenced  before  a  justice 
of  the  peace  of  the  county  and  in  determining  such  proportion,  due 
regard  shall  be  had  to  the  circumstances  and  abilities  of  the  defendant 
compared  with  the  circumstances  and  abilities  of  the  other  persons  in . 
the   class    and  the  justice  or  jury  shall  assess   the    damages  of  the 
plaintif  or  plain tifs  accordingly  and  the  justice  shall  be  authorized  to 
have  cognizance  of  such  action  notwithstanding  the  sum  in  demand 
may  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds.      That  the  corps  to  be  Corps  sub^ 
raised  by  virtue  of  this  act  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  shall  be  sub-  JS?M*2nd 
ject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  contained  in  the  articles  of  war  made  articles 
or  to  be  made  by  the  congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  for     ''"* 
regulating  the  armies  of  the  said  States  and  that  courts  martial  for  the 
trial  of  any  person  belonging  to  the  said  corps  shall  consist  of  officers 
l)elonging  to  the  army  of  the  United  States  or  to  the  militia  of  this 
State  or  to  the  said  corps  as  the  person  administring  the  government  of 
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be^di^ided  ^^^^  State  foF  the  time  being  shall  order  and  direct. —  That  the  person 
into  corps  administring    the  government  of    this  State  for  the  time    being  shall 
ea^  Sffl-**"  ^^^™  ^^^^  ^^  ^™^  make  such  arrangement  of  the  said  levies  intended 
cere  ap-      for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  and  divide  them  into  such  and  so  many 
poiuted.     corps  as  he  shall  deem  proper  and  shall  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  council  of  appointment,  appoint  the  necessary  officers 
accordingly. —  That   the  commanding   officers  of    the   regiment   shall 
cause  the  levies  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act  to  march  to  such  place 
or  places  of  rendezvous  as  the  person  administring  the  government  of 
this  State  shall  appoint  —  That  this  law  shall  be  carried  into  execution 
by  general  orders  to  be  issued  for  the  purpose  by  the  person  adminis- 
tring  the  government  of  this  State  fpr  the  time  being  from  time  to 
time  and  whenever  he  shall  deem  it  expedient,  after  the  congress  of  the 
United  States  shall  have  declared  that  the  troops  to  be  raised  in  pur- 
suance of  this  act  shall  be  paid  and  subsisted  at  the  expense  of  the  said 
United   States  and   each   and   every   commission   or  non  commission 
officer  of  the  militia  who  shall  omit  or  neglect  to  do  or  perform  any 
matters  or  duties  imposed  on  or  required  of  him,  shall  be  subject  to  and 
incur  such  penalties  and  punishments  as  shall  be  adjudged  against  him 
by  a  court  martial  to  be  instituted  and  appointed  for  the  purpose  ta 
Oath  to  be  consist  of  officers  belonging  to  the  militia  of   this  State. —  That  the 
lists.*  *^      commanding  officers   of    the   several   companies   of  .  militia  shall   be 
authorized  and  required  to  administer  an  oath  to  the  several  Serjeants 
and  corporals  whom  they  shall  order  and  direct  to  make  such  lists  as 
aforesaid  that  the  lists  by  them  respectively  made  and  returned  are  just 
Exempt      and  true. —  That  the  following  persons  shall  be  exempted  from  the  draft 
^**"^"®'      to  be  made  in  pursuance  of  this  act  and  their  names  shall  be  omitted 
out  of  the  lists  herein  before  mentioned,  that  is  to  say  all  ministers  of  the 
gospel,  all  persons  who  have  heretofore  precured  others  to  inlist  in  either 
of  the  Continental  battalions  raised  under  the  direction  of  this  State, 
according  to  law  and  who  shall  produce  certificates  thereof  so  as  the 
time  for  which  the  respective  persons  so  procured  did  engage  to  serve 
.  shall  not  have  expired  at  the  time  when  the  said  lists  shall  be  respec- 
I  tively  made,  all  physicians,  surgeons  and  surgeon's  mates  belonging  to 

the  general  hospital  of  the  United  States,  and  all  such  persons  who  in 
Penalty  for  judgment  of  law  are  or  shall  be  of  the  people  called  Quakers*. —  That 
to'meet^     if  the  assessors  shall  upon  being  duly  notified,  refuse  or  neglect  to  meel 
and  make  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  shalt 
ments.        appoint  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  assessments  herein  before  men- 
.tioued,  or   meeting  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  such  assessments 
the  assessors  so  offending  shall  for  each  offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  pounds  to  be  recovered  in  a  summary  way  before  any  justice 
of  the  peace  of  the  county  by  the  said  commanding  officer  by  suit  to 
be  commenced  in  his  own  name  and  the  said  penalty  when  recovered 
shall  be  paid  by  the  said  commanding  officer  into  the  treasury  of  this 
State. 
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CHAP.  54. 

AN  ACT  to  provide  the  troops  of  this  State  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  with  clothing  and  other  necessaries. 

Passed  the  nth  of  March,  1780. 

For  providing  the  troops  of  this  State,  in  the  service  of  the  United  popprovid- 
States,  including  Major  General  McDougal,  Brigadier  General  James  }n«f  jioth- 
Clinton,  and  their  respective  suit's,  not  belonging  to  the  line  of  other  Jflcere 
States  the  officers  and  privates  serving  in  the  five  battalions  raised  un-  JS?^^' 
der  the  direction  of  this  State,  and  also  the  officers  and  privates  serv- 
ing in   the  dragoons,  artillery  and  other  corps  credited  to  this  State, 
the  chaplain  to  the  brigade  under  the  command  of  the  said  Brigadier 
General  James  Clinton,  and  the  present  chaplain  to  the  garrison  at  the 
forts  in  the  Highlands  and  to  each  physician  surgeon  and  surgeon's 
mate  belonging  to  the  general  hospital  of  the  United  States  and  who 
at  the  time  of  their  respective  appointments,  were  inhabitants  of  this 
State,  with  clothing  and  other  necessaries. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented  in  Commis- 
Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  Smshaae 
That  Peter  T.  Curtenius  Esquire,  commissary  to  purchase  clothing  for  same,  etc. 
this  State,  shall  cause  to  be  purchased  for  each  commission  officer,  sur- 
geon and  surgeon's-mate  in  the  said  troops  and  to  each  physician,  surgeon 
and  surgeon's  mate  as  aforesaid  cloth  and  linnen  with  lining  and  trimings 
sufficient  for  a  cloth  regimental  suit,  two  linnen  vests,  two  pair  of  linnen 
breeches,  two  ruffled  shirts,  two  plain  shirts,  and  four  stocks  and  also  two 
pair  of  worsted  hose,  two  pair  of  linnen  hose,  two  pair  of  shoes,  one  pair 
boots  a  blanket  and  an  hatt. —  That  he  shall  also  cause  to  be  purchased 
and  made  up  for  the  use  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  in 
the  said  troops,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  regimental  coats,  one  thous- 
and eight  hundred  woolen  vests,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  woolen  over- 
alls, three  thousand  six  hundred  pair  of  hose,  three  thousand  six  hundred 
pair  of  shoes,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  blankets,  and  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  hatts — That  he  shall  cause  to  be  paid  to  each  of  the  said 
commission  officers  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  to  defray  the  ex- 
pence  of  making  up  the  clothing  hereby  allowed  to  them.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for 
the  time  being  by  writing  under  his  hand  to  appoint  from  time  to  time 
during  his  pleasure  a  commissary  to  provide  the  said  troops  with  neces- 
saries.— That  the  said  commissary  shall  cause  the  said  troops  to  be  pro- 
vided with  rum,  tea,  and  sugar  agreeable  to  the  following  rations  viz — A  Rum,  etc., 
major  general  at  the  rate  of  four  gallons  of  rum,  six  pounds  of  sugar  and  yt^ed!**^^ 
half  a  pound  of  tea  per  month — A  brigadier  general  at  the  rate  of  three 
gallons  of  rum,  four  pounds  of  sugar  and  six  ounces  of  tea  per  month, 
A  colonel  and  a  chaplain  at  the  rate  of  two  gallons  of  rum,  three  pounds 
of  sugar  and  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  tea,  each  per  month.  Each  other 
officer  in  the  line  and  staff  at  the  rate  of  one  gallon  and  a  half  of  rum 
three  pounds  of  sugar  and  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  tea  per  month,  each 
non- commission  officer  and  private  at  the  rate  of  one  pound  of  sugar,  two 
ounces  of  tea,  and  one  pound  of  tobacco  per  month,  and  half  a  gill  of 
rum  per  day. 

And  to  the  end  that  the  said  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  and  the  said  person 
so  to  be  appointed  a  commissary  to  provide  necessaries,  may  respec- 
tively be  furnished  with  monies  for  the  said  severaJ  purposes. 
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Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  treasurer  of 
this  State  shall  pay  to  the  said  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  and  the  said  person 
so  from  time  to  time  to  be  appointed  a  commissary  to  provide  necessa- 
ries respectively,  upon  warrants  from  the  person  administring  the  gov- 
ernment of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  the  monies  arising  from  the 
sales  of  forfeited  estates;  and  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  person 
administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  to  issue 
warrants  in  favor  of  the  said  Peter  T.  Curtenius  and  the  said  commis- 
sary to  provide  necessaries,  for  such  sum  and  sums  as  he  shall  from 
time  to  time  deem  requisite  for  the  several  purposes  aforesaid.  That 
the  said  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  and  the  said  person  to  be  appointed  a  com- 
missary to  provide  necessaries,  shall  each  be  allowed  for  their  services, 
exclusive  of  travelling  expences  a  commission  of  one  per  cent,  upon  the 
monies  to  be  by  them  respectively  paid  out  in  executing  the  business 
hereby  committed  to  them.  That  the  said  Peter  T.  Curtenius  and  the 
said  commissary  to  provide  necessaries  shall  each  of  them,  in  issuing 
the  several  articles  to  be  by  them  respectively  procured,  and  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  other  business  hereby  committed  to  them  respectively,  be 
subject  to  such  orders  and  directions  as  they  shall  from  time  to  time  re- 
ceive from  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the 
time  being. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  monies 
arising  from  the  sales  of  forfeited  estates  shall  not  be  appropriated  to 
any  use  or  purpose,  other  than  to  providing  clothing  and  necessaries  for 
the  troops  of  this  State,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  unless  by 
a  special  appropriation  to  be  particularly  mentioned  in  the  several  laws 
by  which  such  other  appropriation  shall  be  made. 

And  as  a  means  for  the  more  speedily  raising  monies  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid  — 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  two  millioh  of 
dollars  be  taken  on  loan  by  this  State,  in  sums  of  two  thousand  dollars 
each,  payable  at  the  expiration  of  one  year  if  demanded,  at  the  treasury, 
or  sooner,  if  there  shall  be  monies  in  the  treasury  arising  from  the  sales 
of  forfeited  estates,  with  interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum, 
from  the  day  when  the  said  sums  shall  be  respectively  lent.  That  the 
treasury  of  this  State  shall  forthwith  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  cause 
one  thousand  loan  office  certificates  of  the  denomination  of  two  thous- 
and dollars  each,  to  be  printed,  whereby  the  several  bearers  of  the  said 
certificates  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  treasury  of  this  State, 
the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  with  interest  for  the  same  at  the  rate 
of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  at  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the  date 
of  the  said  certificate,  or  sooner  if  demanded,  if  at  the  time  of  such 
demand  there  shall  be  money  in  the  treasury  arising  from  the  sales  of 
forfeited  estates;  and  that  the  said  certificates  shall  be  received  at  the 
treasury  in  payment  upon  a  purchase  of  any  of  the  said  forfeited  es- 
tates to  the  amount  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  the  said  certifi- 
cates respectively,  at  the  time  of  such  payment  —  That  the  treasurer 
shall  from  time  to  time  pay  off  such  of  the  said  certificates,  payment 
whereof  shall-  be  demanded,  out  of  the  monies  which  shall  then  be  in 
the  treasury  arising  from  the  sales  of  forfeited  estates,  any  thing  herein 
before  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  That  the  said  certificates  shall 
be  signed  by  the  treasurer  and  be  printed  in  such  form  and  manner  as 
he  shall  devise,  by  and  with  the  approbation  of  the  person  administring 
the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being.  That  the  treasurer 
shall  receive  from  the  several  persons  who  shall  lend  the  same,  the  mon- 
ies so  to  be  taken  on  loan,  and  give  to  the  respective  lenders  certificates 
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for  the  sums  so  lent,  and  shall  pay  to  the  said  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  and 
the  said  person  to  be  appointed  a  commissary  to  provide  necessaries, 
severally,  the  monies  so  be  taken  on  loan,  in  like  manner  as  is  herein 
before  directed,  with  respect  to  the  monies  arising  from  the  sales  of  for- 
feited estates.  That  the  treasurer  shall  upon  the  warrant  of  the  person  Adyancee 
administring  the  government  of  this  State,  advance  as  cash  to  the  said  ^^*^'** 
Peter  T.  Curtenius  and  the  person  to  be  appointed  commissary  as  afore- 
said, severally,  of  the  said  certificates  to  such  amount  as  shall  be  speci- 
fied in  each  warrant,  with  blanks  as  to  the  date.  That  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  said  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  and  the  said  person  so  to  be  ap- 
pointed commissary  as  aforesaid,  to  give  the  said  certificates  in  payment 
for  any  goods  wares  and  merchandizes  which  they  may  respectively 
purchase,  and  to  fill  up  the  blanks  in  the  said  certificates,  with  the  day 
when  they  shall  be  respectively  given  in  payment. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  person  Penalty 
shall  forge  or  counterfeit  any  such  loan  office  certificate,  or  shall  sell,  '?f^*"'^*" 
negotiate  or  assign  over,  or  tender  for,  or  in  payment  at  the  treasury,  etc?    °'' 
any  such  forged  or  counterfeit  certificate,  knowing  the  same  to  be  forged 
or  counterfeit,  the  person  so  offending  shall  upon  conviction  suffer  the 
like  pains  and  penalties  as  in  cases  of  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy. 


CHAP.  55. 

AN  ACT  for  regulating  the  militia  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Passed  the  nth  of  March,  1780. 

Whereas  the  wisdom  and  experience  of  ages  point  out  a  well  regu-  preamble, 
lated  militia  as  the  only  secure  means  for  defending  a  State  against  ex- 
ternal invasions,  and  internal  commotions  and  insurrections. 

And  whereas  this,  and  the  other  United  States  of  America,  are  now 
invaded  by  foreign  enemies,  and  the  safety  of  this  State  may  be  endan- 
gered by  intestine  commotions  and  insurrections. 

And  whereas  it  is  therefore  become  the  duty  of  the  legislature  of  this 
State,  to  put  the  militia  thereof,  on  such  an  establishment  as  will  most 
effectually  encourage  a  martial  spirit  among  the  people,  provide  for  the 
internal  and  external  security  of  the  State,  and  enable  it  most  vigor- 
ously to  co-operate  with  the  other  United  States,  in  a  cause  no  less  noble 
and  exalted,  than  the  defence  of  the  common  rights  and  liberties  of 
America  against  hostile  tyranny  and  oppression. 

I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorky  repre-  Persons  to 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  JjifJ^. 
th£  samey  That  ever}'  able  bodied  male  person,  (deserters  from  the  en- 
emy, not  subjects  of  any  of  the  United  States,  Indians  and  slaves  ex- 
cepted) residing  within  this  State,  from  sixteen  years  of  age  to  fifty, 
(except  such  persons  as  are  herein  after  excepted)  shall  immediately 
after  the  passing  this  act,  unless  he  shall  heretofore  have  been  enrolled, 
be,  by  the  captain,  or  in  his  absence,  the  next  commanding  officer,  of  the 
beat,  wherein  he  shall  reside,  enrolled  in  the  company  of  such  beat.  That 
every  captain,  or  commanding  officer  of  a  company,  shall  also  enroll  every 
person,  or  persons,  who  shall  from  time  to  time  arrive  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years,  or  come  to  reside  or  sojourn  within  his  beat,  and  without  delay, 
notify  such  enrollment  to  each  person  so  enrolled,  by  some  inferior  offi- 
cer of  the  company;  who,  on  oath,  shall  be  a  competent  witness  to  prove 
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such  notice.  That  if  any  dispute  shall  arise  with  respect  to  the  age,  or 
ability  to  bear  arms,  of  any  person,  it  shall  be  determined  by  the  captain 
or  commanding  officer  of  the  company  with  right  of  appeal,  to  any  per- 
son who  may  conceive  himself  aggrieved,  to  the  colonel,  or  commanding 
officer  of  the  regiment,  whose  determination  in  the  case  shall  be  final. 
That  every  person  so  enrolled,  and  notified,  shall  within  twenty  days 
thereafter,  furnish  and  provide  himself,  at  his  own  expence,  with  a  good 
musket  or  firelock,  fit  for  service,  a  sufficient  bayonet  (unless  he  shall  be 
provided  with  a  good  rifle)  with  a  good  belt,  a  pouch  or  cartouch  box, 
containing  not  less  than  sixteen  cartridges,  suited  to  the  bore  of  the  mus- 
ket or  firelock,  each  cartridge  containing  a  proper  quantity  of  powder 
and  ball,  or  in  lieu  of  such  pouch  or  cartouch  box  and  cartridges,  with 
a  quantity  of  powder  and  ball  respectively,  disposed  of  in  a  powder  horn 
and  shot  bag,  and  wadding  equivalent  to  such  cartridges,  and  two  spare 
flints,  a  blanket  and  a  knapsack,  and  shall  appear  so  armed,  accoutred 
and  provided,  when  called  out  to  exercise,  or  duty,  as  herein  after  di- 
rected, except  that  when  called  out  to  exercise  only,  he  may  appear 
without  blanket  or  knapsack;  and  if  any  such  person  shall  appear  to  the 
captain  or  commanding  officer  of  the  company,  to  be  too  indigent  to 
arm  accoutre  and  provide  himself  in  manner  aforesaid,  he  shall  be  fur- 
nished with  arms  and  accoutrements,  out  of  the  monies  to  arise  from 
the  fines  from  time  to  time  to  accrue  in  the  regiment  to  which  he  shall 
belong,  and  in  case  of  deficiency  thereof,  out  of  the  public  magazines 
or  stores  of  this  State,  by  order  of  the  person  administring  the  govern- 
ment of  this  State  for  the  time  being. 

II.  That  the  commander  in  chief,  for  the  time  being,  shall,  by  general 
orders,  arrange  the  militia  of  this  State  into  brigades  regiments  and 
companies,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council  of 
appointment,  appoint  such  and  so  many  brigadiers  general,  and  other 
officers,  as  he  shall  think  most  conducive  to  the  public  service;  copies  of 
such  general  orders  to  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county 
where  the  regiment,  or  company  shall  be. 

III.  That  each  brigadier  general,  shall  have  one  brigade  major  of  his 
own  choice,  to  rank  as  major  in  the  militia,  and  receive  pay  on  the  cer- 
tificate of  his  brigadier. 

IV.  That  each  regiment  shall  have  and  be  commanded  by  one  lieu- 
tenant colonel,  (except  where  a  colonel  has  heretofore  been  appointed) 
and  one  major,  (unless  in  cases  where  it  shall  be  thought  necessary  to 
appoint  two  majors).  That  each  company  shall  be  officered  with  one 
captain,  one  first  lieutenant,  one  second  lieutenant,  and  one  ensign,  as 
commissioned  officers,  and  by  four  sergeants,  four  corporals,  one  drum- 
mer and  one  fifer;  and  the  staff  of  each  regiment  shall  be,  one  adju- 
tant, and  one  quartermaster,  who  shall  respectively  rank  as  first  lieuten- 
ants; and  the  sergeants,  corporals  drummers  and  fifers,  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  captains,  or  other  commanding  officers  of  the  several  companies; 
and  if  any  person  so  to  be  appointed,  shall  refuse  to  accept  the  office 
to  which  he  shall  be  appointed,  he  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  forty  pounds, 
to  be  adjudged,  levied,  and  disposed  of,  in  manner  as  is  herein  after 
directed,  with  respect  to  fines  for  neglecting  or  refusing  to  appear  to 
train  and  exercise,  as  is  herein  after  mentioned. 

V.  That  each  regiment  shall  be  provided  with  a  standard  or  colours, 
at  the  expence  of  the  field  officers;  and  each  company  with  a  drum  and 
fife,  at  the  expence  of  the  commissioned  officers  thereof. 

yi.  That  there  may  be  a  troop  of  horse  in  each  brigade,  and  a  com- 
pany of  grenadiers  in  each  regiment  of  foot,  which  may  conveniently 
furnish  the  same.     That  the  said  troops  of  horse,  and  companies  of 
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grenadiers,  shall  respectively  be  formed  and  composed  of  voluntiers,  in 
the  respective  brigades  and  regiments,  residing  at  such  convenient  dis- 
tances from  each  other,  that  they  may  with  ease  and  dispatch  be  called 
out  for  training,  discipline,  or  other  service.  Provided,  that  no  troop  of 
horse  shall  be  established  without  the  consent  of  the  brigadier;  and  that 
no  grenadier  company  shall  be  established  in  any  regiment,  without  the 
consent  of  all  the  field  officers;  and  that  no  troop  of  horse,  or  grenadier 
company,  shall  exceed  fifty  men,  officers  included;  and  that  no  person 
shall  hereafter  inlist  in  any  troop  of  horse,  or  grenadier  company,  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  in  which  he 
shall  reside. 

VII.  That  on  every  such  enlistment  of  a  voluntier  ;  the  captain  of  the  Enlist- 
troop  of  horse,  or  company  of  grenadiers,  do  immfediately  certify  to  the  Ji^jlj^ 
captain  of  the  beat,  from  which  such  voluntier  shall  inlist,  the  inlistment  fled. 

of  the  said  voluntier. 

VIII.  That  each  trooper  shall  be  equipped  and  provided  with  a  good  Equip- 
servicable  horse,  at  least  fourteen  hands  high,  a  good  saddle,  housing,  {Joop^re. 
holsters,  breast  plate  and  crupper,  a  case  of  good  pistols,  a  good,  horse- 
man's, sword,  a  pair  of  boots  and  spurs,  and  a  carbine  well  fixed  with  a 

good  belt  swivel  and  bucket,  and  a  cartridge  box  tp  contain  twelve 
cartridges  at  least ;  and  that  each  grenadier,  shall  be  equipped  and  pro- 
vided with  a  grenadier's  cap,  a  good  musket  and  bayonet,  a  broad 
sivordj  a  belt  and  a  pouch  or  cartridge  box  ;  and  so  equipped  and  pro- 
vided, the  troopers  and  grenadiers,  shall,  respectively,  be  called  out  under 
the  direction  of  their  respective  officers,  as  is  hereby  required,  with  re- 
spect to  the  rest  of  the  militia. 

IX.  That  each  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  a  regiment,  shall,  in  Regiment- 
the  first  or  second  week  in  April,  and  in  the  first  or  second  week  in  *'  p*^*^<^««' 
November,  in  every  year,  call  out  his  regiment  to  his  regimental  parade, 

which  shall  be  the  place  in  the  district  of  the  regiment  the  most  con- 
venient for  that  purpose ;  and  having  paraded  the  same,  shall  require 
irora  the  captain  or  commanding  officer  of  every  beat,  in  the  regiment,  a 
return  thereof,  expressing  the  exempts  and  the  absentees,  and  the  causes 
of  the  respective  exemptions  and  absences ;  cause  the  said  regiment,  ex- 
cept the  exempts,  thus  paraded  to  be  called  by  the  company  rolls,  and 
the  arms  ammunition  and  accoutrements  of  each  man  to  be  examined, 
and  the  defaulters  to  be  noted;  and  shall  cause  them  to  be  sufficiently 
exercised,  trained  and  disciplined,  for  their  instruction  and  improvement; 
and  shall  within  two  weeks  thereafter,  make  or  cause  a  true  regimental 
return  (excepting  therein  by  name  the  exempts  or  absentees)  to  be  made 
to  the  commander  in  chief,  for  the  time  being;  until  a  brigadier  general 
be  appointed  to  the  brigade  to  which  the  regiment  shall  belong.  That 
the  captain,  or  commanding  officer  of  each  company,  shall  and  may  call  • 
out  his  company  to  such  place,  within  his  beat,  as  shall  be  most  con- 
venient for  that  purpose,  at  least  four  times  in  every  year,  and  shall  cause 
them  when  so  called  out,  to  be  well  and  sufficiently  exercised  trained 
and  disciplined  for  their  instruction  and  improvement. 

X.  That  every  commissioned  officer  of  the  militia,  in  this  State,  who  offloera 
shall  omit  or  neglect  to  perform  any  of  the  duties,  by  this  act  enjoined  on  £J|IJrt^orm 
him,  of  enrolling  training  or  disciplining  in  and  to  the  use  of  arms,  the  duties  im- 
militia  of  this  State,  or  making  perfect  returns  of  the  militia,  or  not  call-  SJff$ct\o 
ing  out  to  actual  service  the  militia,  or  any  part  thereof,  when  necessary,  ^j^J^aied 
and  shall,  if  under  the  rank  of  a  brigadier,  be  thereof  convicted  by  a 
brigade  court  martial  from  the  brigade  to  which  he  shall  belong,  consist- 
ing of  at  least  thirteen  members,  (which  court  martial  the  brigadier  is 
hereby  authorized  and  required  to  appoint,  and  direct  to  sit)  and  the  sen- 
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tence  thereon  be  confirmed  in  manner  herein  after  mentioned,  be,  ipso 
facto y  removed  from  his  office,  apd  reduced  to  do  duty  in  the  ranks  as  a 
foot  soldier;  any  exemption  from  duty  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  not- 
withstanding. 
Meeting  of      XI.  That  the  brigadier  general,  and  the  field  officers  of  each  brigade^ 
and^Seid     shall,  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  January  and  the  second  Tuesday  in 
rev?ew  swi-  J^^®  yearly  and  every  year,  meet  together,  at  such  town  or  place  within 
tencee.       the  brigade  as  the  brigadier  general  shall  appoint;  to  which  meeting 
all  sentences  of  courts  martial  m  such  brigade,  not  before  confirmed  or 
disallowed,  shall  be  brought,  and  shall  by  the  said  brigadier  general,  or 
next  commanding  officer,  and  field  officers,  or  the  majority  of  them,  be 
respectively  confirmed  or  disallowed ;  upon  determining  all  which  the 
brigadier,  or  next  commanding  officer,  shall  sit  as  president;  and  shall 
immediately  thereafter,  particularly,  report,  under  his  hand,  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief  all  such  sentences  as  shall  be  so  confirmed;  and  all 
brigadiers  general,  for  offences,  not  particularly  provided  for  in  this 
act,  shall  be  tried  by  a  general  court  martial,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
commander  in  chief,  and  if  on  conviction,  the  sentence  thereof  be  con- 
firmed by  such  commander  in  chief,  that  upon  such  brigadier  general 
shall  be  removed  from  his  office.     That  all  sentences  of  courts  martial 
so  confirmed  shall  be,  by  the  commander  in  chief  from  time  to  time» 
laid  before  the  council  of  appointment,  to  the  end,  that  they  may  ap- 
point others  instead  of  the  officers  so  found  guilty. 
Cashiered        XII.  That  every  commissioned  officer  of  the  militia  of  this  State  who 
siffoed        shall  be  cashiered,  or  who  shall  resign  his  commission,  unless  with  the 
d?duty^  consent  of  the  council  of  appointment,  shall  be  obliged  to  do  the  duty 
foot  sol-     of  and  in  every  respect  be  put  on  a  footing  with  a  private  soldier,  any 
diers.         thing  contained  in  this  act,  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding. 
Foot  XIII.  That  every  foot  soldier  of  the  said  militia  who  shall  neglect  to 

penaft^for  appear  when  called  out,  without  sufficient  excuse,  shall  for  every  such 
jotap-  offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  eight  pounds;  and  if  he  shall  appear  want- 
ing any  of  his  arms,  ammunition  or  accoutrements,  prescribed  for  him 
by  this  act,  without  sufficient  excuse,  he  shall,  for  every  deficiency,  for- 
feit the  sum  of  three  pounds;  and  if  any  non-commissioned  officer  or 
private  in  any  troop  of  horse  shall  be  charged  with  either  of  the  said 
offences,  and  shall  not  have  sufficient  excuse,  he  shall  forfeit  for  the 
offence  of  not  appearing  the  sum  of  sixteen  pounds,  and  for  every  other 
of  the  said  offences  the  sum  of  six  pounds. 
Pines,  etc  XIV.  That  all  fines  to  arise  from  offences,  in  a  company  only,  shall 
be  adjudged  of  and  inflicted  by  the  commissioned  officers  of  such  com- 
pany, and  shall  be  levied  with  costs  by  warrant  under  the  hand  and  seal 
of  the  captain  or  commanding  officer,  directed  to  one  or  more  of  the 
•sergeants  of  the  said  company,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chat- 
tels of  the  offender,  and  paid  by  the  sergeant  or  sergeants  to  the  said 
captain  or  commanding  officer  of  the  company;  And  that  all  fines  to 
arise  from  the  like  offences  upon  the  calling  out  of  the  regiment,  shall 
be  adjudged  of  and  inflicted  by  the  field  officers  of  the  regiment,  or  the 
major  part  of  them  and  shall  be  levied  with  costs  by  warrant,  under  the 
hand  and  seal  of  the  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment, 
directed  to  one  or  more  of  the  Serjeants  of  the  said  regiment,  by  distress 
and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  offenders  respectively,  and  by 
him  or  them  paid  to  Ae  said  colonel  or  commanding  officer;  all  which 
fines  shall  by  him  be  paid  over  to  the  quarter  master  of  the  said  regi- 
ment, to  be  by  him  laid  out  under  the  direction  of  the  field  officers  of 
the  said  regiment  for  arming  accoutring  and  furnishing  with  ammuni- 
tion the  privates  thereof  in  manner  aforesaid.     And  where  in  any  case 
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no  goods  or  chattels  shall  be  found,  then  on  such  warrants,  to  be  issued 
in  either  of  the  cases  above  mentioned,  the  serjeant  or  Serjeants  shall 
take  the  body  of  the  offender  and  him  convey  to  the  common  goal  of 
the  county,  there  to  be  kept  in  safe  custody,  until  he  pay  the  said  fine 
and  costs.  And  the  goaler  is  hereby  required  and  commanded  to  receive 
such  offender,  with  the  warrant,  and  him  safely  to  keep  until  he  shall 
have  paid  his  said  fine  and  costs,  which  goaler  after  receiving  the  same, 
on  demand  by  such  serjeant  or  Serjeants,  pay  the  same  to  him  or  them, 
and  thereupon  such  fine  shall  be  disposed  of  in  manner  herein  before 
directed  for  the  disposal  of  fines. 

XIV.  That  all  officers  in  the  militia  shall  take  rank  according  to  the  Bank, 
dates  of  their  commissions.     Provided  that  where  officers  now  hold  the 
same  offices  in  the  militia  which  they  held  under  the  late  government 
before  the  revolution  or  under  the  convention  before  the  organization 

of  the  present  government  and  have  since  taken  out  new  commissions 
for  the  same  office  such  officers  shall  take  rank  from  the  dates  of  their 
former,  and  not  from  the  dates  of  their  last  commissions,  any  thing 
herein  contained  notwithstanding. 

XV.  That  from  all  returns  to  be  made  by  the  colonels  or  command-  BetoroB. 
ing  officers  of  regiments,  respectively,  to  the  respective  brigadiers  gen- 
eral, brigade  returns  shall  without  delay  be  made  to  the  commander  in 
chief. 

XVI.  That    one   brigade,   regiment,   or  company   of   foot   (except  How  00m- 
grenadiers  who  shall  form  on  the  right  of  the  regiment)  shall  not  be  con-  JJ^*®** 
sidered  as  older  than,  or  having  rank  or  preference  of,  the  other,  but  posted, 
each  brigade,  regiment  or  company  shall  be  posted  and  disposed  of  in  ®*^' 

the  line  on  command,  as  the  commanding  officer  on  the  spot,  shall  on 
every  occasion  or  emergency  think  proper. 

XVII.  That  on  every  emergency  of  a  sudden  invasion  by  the  enemy,  Militia  to 
or  insurrection,  within  this  State,  the  commanding  officer  of  any  brigade,  ^t^*®*^ 
regiment,  or  company,  as  the  cases  may  require,  shall  immedeately  draw  cases  of 
out  the  militia  under  his  command  and  with  them  oppose  the  enemy  or  ®°^®'^^*^' 
the  insurgents,  and  that  all  brigades,  regiments,  troops  and  companies, 

shall  from  time  to  time  be  subject  to  general,  brigade,  regimental,  and 
company,  orders,  as  is  usual  according  to  the  course  and  practice  of  war 
for  suddenly  taking  the  field  for  the  purpose  aforesaid.  And  all  such 
orders,  by  any  officer  under  the  rank  of  commander  in  chief,  shall  be 
reported  in  writing  by  express,  to  the  commander  in  chief  for  the  time 
being,  and  also  to  the  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment, 
if  given  by  one  under  his  command,  and  if  given  by  the  colonel  or  com- 
manding officer  of  the  regiment,  shall  be  reported  to  the  brigadier  gen- 
eral, and  if  given  by  the  brigadier  general  to  the  commander  in  chief, 
all  which  reports  shall  be  acted  upon  by  the  respective  persons  to  whom 
the  same  shall  respectively  be  made  as  the  emergency  may  require,  and 
by  such  persons  respectively  be  reported,  with  their  respective  doings 
thereon,  to  their  next  superior  officer,  and  so  on  in  succession  till  they 
reach  the  commander  in  chief. 

XVIII.  That  every  person  in  the  militia,  whether  officer  or  private,  officers 
when  called  out  into  actual  service,  either  to  act  separately  or  in  con-  *"^'^" 
junction  with  the  troops  of  the  United  States  of  America,  shall  from  the  called  into 
time  of  his  receiving  due  notice  thereof  from  his  commanding  officer,  yfce  suit'" 
until  he  be  properly  discharged  from  that  service,  if  and  as  long  as  he  ject  to 
shall  perform  the  same,  and  untill  properly  discharged  or  dismissed,  be  Sftides  of 
allowed  pay,  subsistence  and  rations,  according  to  the  Continental  estab-  '^^^' 
lishment,  and  on  every  neglect  or  refusal  to  mai:ch,  after  such  notice  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  dealt  with  as  a  deserter,  or  having  marched  out,  on 
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such  notice,  and  before  his  proper  discharge  or  dismission,  shall  commit 
any  offence,  or  shall,  before  such  discharge  or  dismission,  desert  from 
the  corps  to  which  he  shall  belong,  or  from  his  post,  shall  for  every  such 
ofifence  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  established  by  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States  of  America,  for  the  better  government  of  the 
troops  in  the  service  of  the  said  United  States;  which  shall  be  put  in 
execution  against  the  offender  by  the  militia  orders  and  authority,  in 
like  manner  as  the  same  are  put  in  execution  in  the  army  of  the  said 
United  States  against  offenders  therein,  by  proper  orders  aad  authority 
thereof ;  and  that  in  all  such  cases  the  governor  or  commander  in  chief 
for  the  time  being,  and  all  militia  officers  subordinate  to  him,  shall  and 
may  enjoy  and  exercise  all  the  powers  by  the  said  rules  and  articles  of 
war,  given  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  of  the  United  States 
and  the  several  officers  subordinate  to  him  in  the  said  army;  and  that 
upon  notice  left  at  the  usual  place  of  abode  of  any  offender,  containing 
the  charge  against  him,  and  the  time  and  place  when  and  where  the 
court  martial  will  be  held  for  his  trial,  and  due  proof  made  to  such  court 
of  the  service  of  such  notice,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  court  to  proceed 
to  the  trial  of  such  offender  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  appeared,  and 
plead  not  guilty  to  the  charge. 
In  case  of  XIX.  That  in  every  case  where  a  fine  shall  be  imposed  by  a  court 
feiS©^'"  martial,  in  consequence  of  this  act  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such 
may  be  court  martial  to  direct  the  offender  (in  case  of  the  non  payment  of  such 
to'sOTve^a  fi^^)  to  serve  in,  and  do  duty  with,  any  one  of  the  regiments  of  the  army 
«^™y-  of  the  United  States  of  America  raised  by  the  direction  and  under  the 
authority  of  this  State,  as  a  private  soldier  thereof,  for  and  during  such 
time  as  the  court  martial  shall  adjudge,  not  exceeding  six  months. 
Power  to  XX.  That  the  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being  shall  have 
enrofied'  power  and  authority,  from  time  to  time  in  his  discretion,  to  order  out  the 
militia,  etc.  whole  or  any  part  of  the  associated  exempts  and  enrolled  militia  of  this 
State  into  actual  service,  not  only  for  the  defence  of  this  State,  but  to 
give  assistance  to  any  other  of  the  United  States,  or  to  reinforce  the 
army  of  the  United  States  or  any  part  thereof,  and  that  the  associated 
exempts  shall  be  called  out,  in  rotation,  so  as  to  do  their  equal  propor- 
tion of  duty  with  the  enrolled  militia,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  commander  in  chief,  or  brigadier  general  within  whose  com- 
mand the  said  associated  exempts  do  reside,  and  to  cause  each  of  them 
to  march  out  of  this  State  for  either  of  the  said  purposes.  Provided 
always  that  none  of  the  enrolled  militia  of  this  State  or  associated  ex- 
empts shall  be  compelled  to  do  duty  out  of  the  same  for  a  greater  space  of 
time  than  forty  days  at  any  one  time;  and  provided  also  that  not  more 
than  one  third  part  of  the  militia  and  associated  exempts  of  this 
State  shall,  on  any  occasion  or  emergency,  be  required  or  ordered 
to  march  out  of  this  State,  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary 
thereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 
Courts  XXI.  That  for  the  several  purposes  aforesaid  general,  brigade  and 

25!^***'  regimental,  courts  martial  and  courts  of  inquiry  shall  from  time  to  time, 
as  cases  may  require,  be  instituted  and  formed,  and  general  brigade 
and  regimental  orders  from  time  to  time  given,  upon  the  plan  directed 
by  the  aforesaid  rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  by  the  officers  in  rank 
respectively  in  the  militia  equal  with  those  respectively  authorized  for 
the  purpose  by  the  said  articles  of  war,  in  respect  whereof  the  governor 
or  commander  in  chief  and  all  militia  officers  respectively  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  on  the  same  footing  as  the  general  and  commander  in  chief 
of,  and  as  the  officers  in  their  respective  ranks  belonging  to,  the  army  of 
the  said  United  States;     Provided  always  that  no  commissioned  military 
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officer,  except  when  questioned  upon  the  aforesaid  rules  and  articles  of 
ivar,  shall  be  sentenced  or  adjudged  to  any  other  punishment  than  to 
be  broke  and  rendered  incapable  of  any  military  office  whatsoever 
within  this  State;  and  provided  also  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  a  court  martial,  whenever  they  shall  conceive  it  proper,  to  fix  and 
determine  a  fine  for  which  any  person,  adjudged  to  receive  corporal 
punishment,  may  commute  such  punishment;  and  if  the  said  fine  shall 
be  paid,  within  the  time  by  the  court  martial  for  that  purpose  limitted, 
the  said  person  shall  be  accordingly  acquitted  of  such  corporal  punish- 
ment. That  all  such  fines  shall  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  eldest 
militia  officer,  from  this  State,  on  the  spot,  and  shall  by  him  be  paid 
into  the  hands  of  the  officer  commanding  such  regiment,  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  a  sufficient  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition  for  the  use  of 
the  said  regiment,  and  that  the  overplus  be  paid  by  the  said  command- 
ing officer  into  the  treasury  of  the  State. 

XXII.  That  a  roll  of  the  privates  of  each  company  shall  be  made,  privates 
and  divided,  by  the  captain  or  commanding  officer  of  the  company,  into  <>'  ^^^ 
eight  classes,  as  nearly  equal  in  number  to  each  other  as  conveniently  to'Se*"'^ 
may  be,  and  a  serjeant  or  a  corporal  shall  be  allotted  on  the  roll,  by  the  fnJ^**®^ 
captain  or  commanding  officer,  to  each  class;  which  said  eight  classes,  in  classes, 
-each  company,  shall  on  detachments  or  drafts,  in  pursuance  of  this  act, 
perform  their  tour  of  duty  in  numerical  order;  and  to  ascertain  which 

class  shall  take  the  first  and  which  the  second  tour  of  duty  on  detach- 
ment, and  so  on  to  the  eighth  class,  eight  slips  of  paper,  numbered  re- 
spectively from  one  to  eight  inclusively,  shall  be  so  rolled  up,  or  other- 
wise closed  as  to  conceal  the  number,  and  being  put  into  a  hat,  box,  or 
vessel,  and  well  shook  together  in  the  same,  the  serjeant  or  corporal  of 
each  class  shall,  in  the  order  to  be  directed  by  the  captain  or  command- 
ing officer,  in  behalf  of  his  class,  take  out  one  of  the  ballots;  and  the 
number  drawn  by  the  Serjeants  and  corporals,  respectively,  shall  deter- 
mine their  respective  tours  of  duty  of  the  several  classes;  The  class 
which  draws  number  one  to  have  the  first  tour  of  duty,  and  so  on  in 
numerical  order  throughout  all  the  eight  classes,  determining  their  re- 
spective tours  of  duty;  and  in  the  same  numerical  order  shall  the  eight 
classes  continue  their  rotation  without  any  new  ballotting,  untill  the 
numbers  respectively  contained  in  each  class  shall,  by  the  events  of  war 
or  other  accidents,  become  very  unequal,  when  there  shall  be  a  new  bal- 
lotting as  above  directed . 

XXIII.  That  when  and  as  often  as  the  classes  shall  be  thus  iixed,  Roll  of 
each  captain  or  commanding  officer  of  each  company  shall  form  a  roll  <2^»«8«*- 
consisting  of  the  eight  classes  and  containing  the  names  of  the  men  in 
each  class,  with  the  names  of  the  serjeant  and  corporal  respectively 
prefixed  to  each  class,  and  numbered  according  to  the  order  of  ballot- 
ting,  which  he  shall  keep  for  his  own  use,  guidance,  and  direction,  and 
shall  notify  each  serjeant,  corporal,  or  private,  to  what  class  he  shall  be- 
long, and  shall  return  a  copy  thereof,  with  the  list  of  his  commissioned 
officers  prefixed  thereto,  without  delay,  to  the  colonel  or  commanding 
officer  of  the  regiment,  who  shall  enter  all  such,  and  every  other  com- 
pany return,  in  a  book  to  be  kept  by  him  for  the  purpose. 

XXIV.  That  the  colonel  or  next  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  Tours  of 
shall,  on  receipt  of  all  the  classed  returns  of  the  companies  in  his  regi-  duty  of 
ment,  convene  together  all  the  commissioned  officers  in  his  regiment,  gioned 
and  proceed  in  like  manner  to  fix  by  ballot  the  respective  tours  of  duty  o^ce"- 
of  all  commissioned  officers  under  the  rank  and  degree  of  a  field  officer, 

from  and  including  number  one  to  and  including  such  number  as  shall 
be  equal  to  the  number  of  companies  in  the  regiment;  which  ballotting 
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shall  be  made  separately  and  severally  in  the  four  several  lines  of  office^ 
and  be  entered  by  the  colonel  or  commanding  officer  in  his  said  book, 
as  also  the  quota  of  each  detachment  both  as  to*  officers  and  privates, 
in  order  thereby,  from  time  to  time,  to  ascertain  the  rotation  of  the 
service  of  both,  which  shall  ever  be  determined  by  such  quotas  respec- 
tively. 

XXV.  That  if  there  be  two  majors  belonging  to  a  regiment  they 
shall  decide  by  lot  which  of  them  shall  take  the  first  tour  of  duty,  and  the 
order  or  tour  of  duty  thereby  established  shall  ever  after  govern. 

XXVI.  That  to  establish  the  rotation  of  duty,  on  detachments,  among 
the  several  field  officers  in  the  regiments  composing  a  brigade,  the 
colonels,  lieutenant  colonels,  and  majors,  shall  without  delay  meet  to- 
gether and  decide  the  same  by  several  and  separate  lots  in  numerical 
order  as  aforesaid,  in  the  several  lines  of  office,  which  being  done,  a  roll 
thereof  shall  immediately  be  made  and  subscribed  by  them  all,  and  re- 
turned to  the  brigadier  general  of  the  brigade 

XXVII.  That  to  a  brigadier  general's  command  of  detachments  the 
commander  in  chief  shall  appoint  such  brigadier  general  as  shall  in  his 
judgment  appear  most  proper  for  advancement  of  the  service. 

XXVIII.  That  every  private  shall  be  allowed  to  substitute,  on  detach- 
ments, an  able  bodied  private  in  his  stead,  who  shall  nevertheless  take 
his  own  tour  of  duty  in  the  order  wherein  it  shall  have  been  fixed  as 
aforesaid.  That  in  case,  by  sickness  or  unavoidable  accident  an  officer 
or  private  shall  be  prevented  from  taking  his  tour  of  duty  on  any  de- 
tachment, the  next  to  him  on  the  respective  rolls  of  detachment,  without 
regard  to  classes  with  respect  to  privates,  shall  fill  his  place,  and  the 
person  so  prevented  shall  in  return  take  the  proper  next  tour  of  duty 
on  detachment  of  him  so  filling  his  place  ;  and  all  classings  as  aforesaid 
shall  go  on  in  rotation  in  the  several  numerical  orders  above  mentioned 
as  long  and  as  often  as  the  public  service  shall  require  the  same.  Pro- 
vided always  that  the  commander  in  chief  shall  and  may,  from  time  to 
time,  in  his  discretion,  order  out  on  detachment  as  great  a  part  of  any 
brigade,  regiment,  troop  of  horse,  or  associated  exempts,  or  the  whole 
militia  into  actual  service,  and  also  that  the  like  discretionary  power 
may,  on  sudden  emergencies,  and  without  waiting  for  the  order  of  his 
superior  officer,  be  exercised  by  the  commanding  officer  of  any  brigade, 
regiment,  troop  of  horse,  or  company,  respectively,  over  each  brigade* 
regiment,  troop  of  horse,  or  company,  giving  notice  thereof,  in  writing, 
without  delay  together  with  all  things  relating  thereto  as  well  to  his 
commanding  officer  as  to  the  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being. 

XXIX.  That  all  persons,  under  the  age  of  sixty  years,  who  have  held 
civil  or  military  commissions,  and  are  not  or  shall  not  be  re-appointed  to 
their  respective  proper  ranks  of  office;  and  all  other  persons,  between  the 
age  of  fifty  and  sixty  years,  who  have  associated  and  elected  their  offi- 
cers, or  shall  hereafter  associate  themselves,  shall  be  exempted  from 
serving  as  part  of  the  enrolled  militia.  That  all  such  persons,  who  have 
not  yet  associated,  shall  form  themselves  into  voluntary  associated  regi- 
ments, or  companies,  according  to  their  number  in  each  respective 
county,  and  recommend  their  own  officers,  and  that  all  such  associated 
regiments,  or  companies,  shall  make  returns  thereof  respectively  to  the 
commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being,  without  delay,  who  with  the  ad- 
vice of  the  council  of  appointment  shall  issue  commissions  to  them  ac- 
cordingly in  default  of  which  returns,  they  shall  respectively  do  duty  in 
the  ranks  with  the  militia,  of  the  beat  within  which  they  shall  respec- 
tively reside,  until  they  shall  respectively  associate  as  aforesaid.  That 
the  substance  of  such  associations  shall  be,  that  the  associators  will  ser- 
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€rally  on  all  occasions,  obey  the  orders  of  their  respective  commanding 
officers,  and  will  in  ca«es  of  invasion  or  incursions  of  the  enemy,  or  in- 
surrections, march  to  repel  the  enemy  or  suppress  such  insurrections,  in 
like  manner  as  the  enrolled  militia  are  compelled  to  do,  so  that  they 
shall  not,  when  called  out  in  detachments,  be  annexed  to  any  other 
regiment,  or  company,  or  be  under  the  immediate  command  of  any  other 
than  their  own  officers,  but  be  deemed  and  considered  as  a  seperate  and 
distinct  corps,  and  that  when  such  associated  exempts  shall  be  called 
into  actual  service  they  shall  be  subject  to  the  orders  and  command  of 
any  and  every  officer  of  superior  rank  to  such  officer  of  associated  ex- 
empts. 

XXX.  That  every  person,  an  inhabitant  of  this  State,  subject  by  this  in  case  of 
act  to  military  duty  in  the  militia,  who  shall  remove  out  of  the  limits  of  ^SleV^^ 
the  regiment  or  corps  in  which  he  shall  be  commissioned,  associated,  or  liable  to 
enrolled,  and  sojourn,  or  be  within  the  limits  of  any  other  regiment,  or     ^^ 
corps,  shall  be  subject  to  drafts,  and  be  obliged  to  do  duty  in  the  regi- 
ment, or  corps,  within  the  limits  of  which  he  shall  so  happen  to  be,  un- 
less he  shall  give  a  satisfactory  account  to  the  commanding  officer  of 

the  said  regiment,  or  company,  that  he  has  not  absconded  from  the  corps 
to  which  he  belong's  in  order  to  avoid  being  drafted  or  performing  other 
military  duty. 

XXXI.  That  the  lieutenant  governor,  members  of  the  senate  and  officers, 
assembly,  and  their  several  clerks,  and  all  judicial  officers,  the  secretary  l^'t^fji^jm 
of  this  State  and  two  of  his  deputies,  the  treasurer,  the  auditor  general,  training:, 
and  the  attorney  general  of  this  State,  the  clerks  and  register  of  courts 

and  the  county  clerks,  and  sheriffs  and  their  respective  deputies  not  ex- 
ceeding one,  and  the  coroners  not  commissioned  in  the  militia,  all 
county  treasurers  and  all  ministers  of  the  gospel,  and  all  physicians  and 
surgeons  except  in  their  several  and  respective  professions,  and  callings, 
all  public  school  masters  actually  engaged  for  twelve  months,  all  collec- 
tors, all  ferry  men  licenced  by  the  governor  or  commander  in  chief  for 
the  time  being,  all  post  masters,  and  post  riders  shall  notwithstanding 
their  being  respectively  able  bodied,  above  sixteen  and  under  sixty 
years  of  age,  and  all  such  persons  in  the  service  or  employ  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  this  State,  or  engaged  or  employed  in  any  manufacture  or 
business,  so  that  it  would  be  for  the  good  of  the  public  that  they  should 
be  exempted,  who  shall  procure  special  exemptions  from  the  commander 
in  chief  of  the  militia  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  under  his  hand, 
shall  respectively  be  exempted  from  training  and  doing  duty  in  the 
militia,  but  shall  nevertheless  be  armed  accoutred  and  provided  as 
above  mentioned. 

XXXII.  That  all  those  male  persons,  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  Quakers 
sixty  years,  who  are  or  shall  be  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  upon  pro-  JutTiable 
ducing  a  certificate  from  one  of  their  quarterly  meetings  that  he  or  they  to  tax. 

is  or  are  of  the  society  called  Quakers,  shall  be  exempted  from  all 
military  service  whatsoever,  to  which  they  would  respectively  be  subject 
by  this  act,  were  they  not  respectively  of  the  people  called  Quakers:  And 
for  such  exemption,  shall  yearly  and  every  year,  severally  pay  the  sum 
of  eighty  pounds,  in  lieu  of  all  military  service  whatsoever,  required  by 
this  act,  except  services  on  detachments  and  calling  out  the  militia 
for  actual  service  by  virtue  of  this  act  in  which  cases  each  of  them 
shall  annually  pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds.  And 
for  the  purpose  of  levying  the  said  annual  sums,  the  captain  or 
commanding  officer  of  every  beat,  shall  annually  return  to  the  re- 
spective supervisors  of  the  ward,  town,  manor,  precinct  or  district, 
ifrherein  he  shall  reside,  a  list  of  such  Quakers  as  aforesaid,  residing 
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within  his  beat;  and  the  respective  supervisors  of  the  county,  at  either  of 
their  meetings,  shall  make  out  a  seperate  tax  Hit  thereon,  with  a  war- 
rant to  be  issued  by  them  to  the  collectors  respectively  for  levying  the 
same,  of  the  form,  as  near  as  may  be  agreeable  to  the  form  of  the  war- 
rants to  collect  the  taxes  for  defraying  the  contingent  expences  of  the 
county,  and  in  default  of  goods  and  chatties  of  any  Quaker,  whereon  to 
levy  the  said  sum  or  sums,  the  warrant  for  levying  the  same  shall  au- 
thorize the  collector  to  commit  him  to  the  gaol  of  the  county,  and  the 
keeper  of  the  said  gaol,  is  hereby  required  to  receive  and  detain  him  ia 
safe  and  close  custody,  until  the  said  sum  or  sums  shall  be  paid  to  the 
said  collector,  and  the  said  collector;  shall  respectively  pay  the  monies 
they  shall  so  from  time  to  time  collect,  into  the  county  treasury,  from 
whence  they  shall  be  paid  by  the  several  county  treasurers  into  the 
treasury  of  this  State, 
^t  not  to       XXXIII.  That  this  act,  or  any  thing  in  the  same  contained,  shall  not 
uona  w^?'  in  cases  of  drafts  or  detachments  of  the  militia,  afifect  any  person,  who 
nShed"^'    has  furnished  a  sufficient  able  bodied  man  for  service  in  one  of  the  five 
substitutes  Continental  battalions  raised  under  the  direction  of  this  State,  pursuant 
to  law,  unless  the  time  of  such  service  shall  have  expired. 

XXXIV.  That  in  all  cases  where  notice  is  required  by  this  act,  verbal 
notice  to  the  party  himself,  or  left  at  his  usual  place  of  abode,  with  a  per- 
son of  the  years  of  discretion,  by  any  commissioned  or  non  commissioned 
officer  of  the  company,  shall  be  deemed  a  legal  and  sufficient  notice. 

Whereas  the  militia  officers  are  frequently  put  to  great  expence  in 
attending  general  and  regimental  courts  martial,  and  courts  of  enquiry. 

XXXV.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the 
same  shall  respectively  be  ascertained  from  time  to  time,  by  the  presi- 

dent  of  such  courts  respectively,  and  be  paid  from  time  to  time,  out  of 

iiejaidout  the  fines  arising  from  each  regiment,  or  corps  of  exempts,  and  which  are 
°®"*  by  this  act  required  to  be  paid,  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regi- 
ment, to  be  by  him  applied  as  aforesaid,  and  such  certificates  shall  re- 
spectively be  delivered,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  respective  officers  enti- 
tled to  receive  the  several  fines  imposed  by  this  act,  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  regiment,  together  with  the  remaining  balance  of  such  fines, 
that  every  such  officer  so  receiving  such  fines  respectively,  as  by  this  act 
are*  made  payable  as  aforesaid,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  same  shall 
accrue  and  be  received,  account  for  and  pay  the  same  to  the  said  com- 
manding officer,  in  manner  aforesaid,  at  the  expiration  of  every  three 
months,  to  commence  thirty  days  after  the  passing  of  this  act.  That  the 
respective  colonels  or  commanding  officers  of  regiments  shall  account 
under  oath  for  the  expenditures  and  application  of  the  said  fines,  at,  and 
to,  the  meeting  of  field  officers  by  this  act,  directed  to  convene  in  Janu- 
ary and  June  in  every  year,  and  that  the  ballance  be  paid  into  the  treas- 
ury of  the  State. 

XXXVI.  And  whereas  the  commanding  officers  of  brigades  and  regi- 
ments are  frequently  on  extraordinary  emergencies,  obliged  to  disburse 
of  their  own  monies  for  paying  expresses,  for  reimbursement  thereof, 
the  treasurer  of  this  State  shall,  and  is  hereby  required,  from  time  to 
time,  to  repay  the  same  out  of  any  monies  in  the  treasury.  Provided 
that  the  accounts  thereof  repectively  shall  be  first  sworn  to  before  a 
justice  of  the  peace  of  any  county  within  this  State. 

AmmuDi-        XXXVII.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the 

lIu-nlBhed.  commissioner  of  military  stores,  of  this  State,  shall  on  application  of  any 

or  either  of  the  colonels  or  commanding  officers  of  regiments  of  the 

militia  of  this  State,  by  a  draft  in  writing  on  the  said  commissioner,  in 

favor  of  the  quarter  master  of  the  regiment,  with  a  warrant  endorsed 
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from  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  ^tate  for  the 
time  being,  furnish  such  quarter  master,  or  quarter  masters,  with  such 
quantities  either  of  loose  ammunition,  or  made  up  in  cartridges,  for  the 
said  regiment  or  regiments,  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  said  warrant,  the 
said  quarter  master  or  quarter  masters  paying  for  the  same,  the  first  cost 
thereof,  and  the  expence  of  making  up  the  same,  which  monies  the  said 
commissioner  shall  from  time  to  time  lay  out  again,  in  the  purchase  of 
ammunition. 

XXXVIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  Wounded 
any  person  be  wounded  or  disabled  upon  assisting  in  repelling  any  in va-  \^^^ 
sion  or  an  incursion  of  the  enemy,  or  suppressing  an  insurrection,  or  any  subsisted, 
other  legal  military  service,  he  shall  be  subsisted  and  provided  for  at  ^^' 

the  expence  of  the  State,  during  such  disability,  exept  such  persons 
whose  cases  are  already  provided  for  by  the  several  acts  of  the  congress 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  making  provision  for  persons  that 
may  become  disabled  while  in  the  sen/ice  of  the  United  States.  That 
each  person  who  hath  been,  or  shall  hereafter  be  so  wounded  or  disabled, 
and  whose  cases  shall  not  be  provided  for  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled 
to  such  partial  or  permanent  allowance,  as  shall  be  adjudged  by  the 
field  officers  of  the  regiment  (not  exceeding  the  allowances  granted  by 
the  acts  of  congress  aforesaid)  and  which  adjudication,  being  confirmed 
by  the  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being,  he  shall  thereupon  issue 
duplicate  warrants  under  the  privy  seal  of  the  State,  upon  the  treasury 
for  the  payment  of  the  sum  or  sums  so  to  be  adjudged  to  the  person  so 
wounded  or  disabled;  and  the  treasurer  upon  being  served  with  one  of 
the  said  duplicates,  shall  out  of  any  monies  which  may  then  be  in  the 
treasury,  pay  to  the  several  persons  in  whose  favor  such  warrants  shall 
be  issued,  the  sum  or  sums  to  be  specified,  and  in  such  manner  as  shall 
be  directed  by  the  said  warrants  respectively. 

XXXIX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  Acts  con- 
act  now  in  force,  entitled, "  An  act  for  regulating  the  militia  of  the  State  of  flS^  ^^ 
New  York,"  passed  on  the  third  day  of  April  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy  eight,    the  act  entitled   "An  act,  to  amend  an  act, 
entitled  An  act,  for  regulating  the  militia  of  the  State  of  New  York  " 
passed  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  one  thousand  seven  and  seventy  eight, 

and  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act,  farther  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  An  act, 
for  regulating  the  militia  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned,"  passed  the  ninth  day  of  October,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  respectively 
continued  in  full  force,  until  the  third  day  of  April  next,  any  thing  con- 
tained in  in  this  act  notwithstanding. 

And  whereas  the  proceedings  of  sundry  courts  martial,  are  not  fully 
compleated,  as  also  many  delinquents  not  yet  tried. 

XL.  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  regi-  Offenders 
mental  courts  martial  shall  and  may  take  cognizance  of,  try  and  deter-  ^y'Sj 
mine,  all  such  offenders  as  have  been  guilty  of  any  ofifences  against  the  tried, 
before  mentioned  acts  :    Provided,  that  no  sentence  of  such  court  shall 
extend  to  corporal  punishment  of  every  kind  whatsoever  except  imprison- 
ment, and  provided  also,  that  no  such  court  shall  proceed  to  any  such 
trial,  but  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  commander  in  chief,  or  a  general 
ofl&cer  of  this  State. 

XLI.  That  proceedings  or  trials  at  courts  martial,  may  be  carried  on  Prooeed- 
at  any  time  or  times,  the  seventh  article  of  the  fourteenth  section  of  J^S^ 
the  said  articles  of  war,  whereby  such  proceedings  or  trials  are  pro-  J^^^Sj^eJ 
hibited  from  being  carried  on,  except  between  the  hours  of  eight  in  the  on. 
morning,  and  three  in  the  afternoon,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
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warto^^'      XLII.  That  the  commanding  officers  of  the  several  companies,  shall 
read.  cause  the  said  articles  of  war,  to  be  read  and  published  at  least  twice  in 

every  year,  at  the  head  of  their  respective  companies. 

XLIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  this 
act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  from  the  third  day  of  April  next, 
until  the  first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
two,  and  no  longer. 


Preamble. 


Oommlfl- 
sions  for 
courts 
naraed  to 
be  made 
out. 


Precepts 
to  be 

issued  for 
summon- 
inir  grand 
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CHAP.  50. 

AN  ACT  for  the  more  speedy  trial  of  felonies  without  benefit 
of  clergy  for  subjecting  the  accessaries  to  such  felonies,  to  a 
like  punishment,  with  the  principals,  and  for  the  trials  of  such 
accessaries,  although  the  principals  may  not  be  convicted. 

Passed  the  nth  of  March,  1780. 

Whereas  murders,  burglaries,  thefts  and  robberies  have  been  of 
late  so  frequently  committed  within  the  State,  that  the  public  peace  and 
safety  require  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  mode  of  punishing,  and 
preventing  the  same  in  future. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  rep- 
resented in  Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  etiacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That  commissions  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  gaol 
delivery,  shall,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  after  the  passing  of  this 
act,  be  made  out,  if  the  same  are  not  already  made  out,  for  the  counties 
of  Albany,  Ulster,  Westchester,  Dutchess,  Orange,  Tryon  and  Charlotte 
respectively,  to  continue  and  be  in  force  respectively,  for  one  year  from 
the  respective  dates  thereof,  which  commissions  shall  be  lodged  with 
the  clerk  of  the  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  gaol  delivery. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  whenever 
and  as  often  as  any  person  or  persons,  shall  be  apprehended  and  in 
actual  custody,  charged  with  any  of  the  offences  aforesaid,  heretofore 
committed  or  that  may  hereafter  be  committed,  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawfuU,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  the  duty  of  each  and  every  of  the 
judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  judicature  of  this  State,  on  report  being 
made  to  him  or  them  in  writing  by  the  several  sherifs  of  the  said 
counties,  that  any  person  or  persons  for  the  offences  aforesaid  are  in 
actual  custody,  immediately  to  issue  a  precept  in  his  or  their  name  or 
names  and  under  his  or  their  hand  or  hands  and  seal  or  seals  and  as 
near  as  may  be  agreable  to  the  form  of  precept  issued  by  the  justices 
of  the  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  gaol  delivery  in  this 
State,  to  such  sheriff,  for  summoning  a  grand  and  petit  jury  for,  and  pro- 
claiming, a  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  goal  delivery,  at  such 
time  and  place  in  the  said  county  as  the  said  judge  or  judges  shall 
appoint,  which  precept  is  hereby  declared  to  be  good  legall  and 
effectual  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever,  although  there  may  not 
be  fifteen  days  between  the  test  and  return  thereof,  and  such  sherif  is 
hereby  required  and  commanded  immediately  to  proceed  to  the  execu- 
tion thereof  without  any  delay,  And  that  all  summonses,  services, 
notices  and  other  duties  commanded  by  the  said  precept  to  be  done 
and  performed  by  the  said  sheriff  are  hereby  declared  to  be  legally  and 
well  and  effectually  done  and  performed,  if  done  and  performed  on  or 
before  the  day  preceding  the  day  appointed  for  the  holding  the  said 
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court,  any  law  usage  or  custom  whatsoever  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise 
notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^    That   every  Jnrora 
juror  summoned  to  attend  the  said  court  pursuant  to  this  act,  and  not  peoSty^for 
appearing  on  being  thrice  called  in  open  court,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  f  **'^*'" 
every  such  default  such  fine  or  fines  as  the  said  court  shall  inflict  not 
exceeding  fifty  pounds    unless  some  reasonable  cause   of  absence  be 
proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court.  « 

And  whereas  special  sessions  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  gaol  delivery 
in  pursuance  of  this  act  may  be  frequently  held;  and  least  the  same 
should  become  burthen-some  to  persons  who  shall  attend  as  jurors. 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  judges  When 
at  every  suchspecial  sessions  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  gaol  delivery,  shall  S*be  ^^ 
be  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  dismiss  the  grand  jury  and  adjourn  the  ^*S5tad-** 
said  court  to  the  next  new  summons  within  twenty  four  hours  after  such  JourDed. 
prisoners,  as  shall' be  named  in  the  report  of  the  sherif  to  the  judge,  in 
order  to  the  calling  of  the  said  court,  shall  have  been  tried. 

And  whereas  a  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  gaol  delivery  to  be 
held  in  pursuance  of  this  act  may  not  be  so  proclaimed  throughout  the 
county,  as  that  the  several  persons  bound  by  recognizance  to  appear  at 
the  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  gaol  delivery  shall  have  no- 
tice thereof. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority   aforesaid,  That  it  shall  be  Recogni- 
lawful  for  the  judges  at  a  special  sessions  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  may^e 
gaol  delivery  to  be  held  in  pursuance  of  this  act  in  their  discretion,  [f.^P**®^ 
from  time  to  time  to  respite  any  recognizance  or  recognizances  until  the  ooun. 
next  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  gaol  delivery,  which  shall 
be  held  in  the  county. 

And  whereas  divers  wicked  and  disaffected  subjects  of  this  State,  do  Proviso  as 
receive  into  their  houses  or  other  buildings,  and  otherwise  support,  re-  tainin*^ " 
lieve,  maintain,  aid,  and  comfort,  evil  disposed  persons,  thereby  enabling  evil  dis- 
and  encouraging  them  to  commit  murders,  burglaries,  thefts,  and  robberies  bom.  e^cf^ 
and,  after  the  commission  of  such  offences,  knowingly  assist  the  perpe- 
trators thereof  in  eluding  the  justice  of  the  country,  and  in  receiving  or 
secreting  the  goods  and  effects  stolen.     And  7vhereas  by  the  laws  of 
this  State  such  wicked  and  disaffected  inhabitants  cannot  be  brought  to 
tryal  as  accessaries,  either  before  or  after  the  fact,  unless  their  respective 
principals  are  convicted.     For  remedy  whereof. 

Be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  every  person  or  To  be 
persons,  who  shall  hereafter  receive  into  his  her  or  their  respective  ^  prln^- 
houses  or  other  buildings,  or  otherwise  procure,  advise,  or  command,  any  v^^- 
person  or  persons  in,  for,  or  to,  the  commission  of  any  murder,  burglary, 
grand  larceny,  or  robbery,  and  thereupon  any  of  the  said  offences  shall 
be  committed  —  or,  after  the  commission  of  any  of  the  said  offences, 
any  person  or  persons  shall  receive,  relieve,  aid,  comfort,  or  assist 
such  felon  or  felons,  knowing' the  offences  by  him  her  or  them  to  have 
been  committed,  or  receive  the  goods  and  effects,  knowing  the  same  to 
be  stolen,  shall  for  every  such  offence  be  indicted,  tried,  and  convicted, 
notwithstanding  the  principal  or  principals  may  not  be  convicted,  and 
shall  upon  conviction  suffer  and  incur  the  same  pains  and  penalties  as 
the  principal  or  principals  would  have  suffered  and  incurred,  had  they 
respectively  been  tried  and  convicted,  and  shall  and  may  be  indicted 
tried  and  otherwise  proceeded  against  at  any  special  sessions  or  oyer 
and  terminer  and  gaol  delivery  to  be  held  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and 
shall  for  that  purpose  be  reported  by  the  several  sherifs  in  manner 
herein  before  mentioned.     Provided  nevertheless  that  in  all  cases  where 
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the  principal  or  principals  shall  be  in  actual  custody,  such  ofifender  or 
offenders  shall  be  proceeded  against  as  accessary  or  accessaries,  any 
thing  in  this  act  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  And  pro- 
vided also  that  every  offender  or  offenders  who  shall  be  tried  and 
acquitted  under  this  act,  shall  not  afterwards  be  tried  or  punished  as 
accessary  or  accessaries  if  the  principal  or  principals  should  be  there- 
after taken. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  sherifs 
of  the  several  counties,  whenever  and  as  often  as  any  person  or  persons 
so  charged  as  aforesaid,  with  offences  committed  within  their  respective 
counties,  either  as  principals  or  accessaries,  shall  be  apprehended  and  in 
actual  custody,  shall,  by  special  messengers,  transmit  such  report  thereof 
to  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  as  aforesaid.  The  expence 
of  which  messengers  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  as  the  other  contingent 
charges  of  the  county  are  allowed  and  paid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  tfu  authority  aforesaid^  That  this  act  shall 
continue  in  force  until  thirty  days  after  the  rising  of  the  legislature  at 
their  next  meeting  and  no  longer. 


CHAP.  57. 


Preamble, 


Sum  to  be 
raised  by 
tax. 


To  be 
applied  in 
payment 
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for  ser- 
vices. 


AN  ACT  to  raise  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred  pounds 
in  the  east  district  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck,  in  the  county 
of  Albany,  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  nth  of  March,  1780. 

Whereas  from  the  frequent  robberies  committed  in  the  east  district 
of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck  it  became  necessary  to  imploy  a 
number  of  rangers. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  rep- 
resented in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same  That  the  supervisor  of  the  said  district  be  and  is  hereby  re- 
quired to  order  to  be  raised  and  collected  from  the  freeholders  and 
inhabitants  of  the  said  district  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred 
pounds  together  with  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  shilling  in  the  pound 
for  collecting  the  same;  to  be  raised  with  and  levied  and  collected  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  contingent  charges  of  the  county;  and  to  be 
paid  by  the  collector  into  the  hands  of  the  said  supervisor  to  be  by  him 
with  the  approbation  of  any  two  justices  of  the  peace  resident  within 
the  said  district,  applied  in  the  payment  of  the  said  rangers  for  services 
performed  before  the  passing  of  this  act  and  the  incidental  charges  attend- 
ing the  same.  And  the  said  supervisor  shall  account  for  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  said  monies  to  the  supervisors  of  the  county  at  their  next 
meeting  after  the  said  monies  shall  be  collected,  and  shall  pay  the 
ballance  which  may  remain  in  his  hands  into  the  treasury  of  the  county 
and  on  settling  the  quotas  of  the  several  districts  of  the  contingent  ex- 
pences  of  the  county  in  the  said  district  shall  be  credited  with  such 
ballance. 
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CHAP.  58. 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  any  two  justices  of  the  peace  to  enlarge 
persons  who  shall  desert  from  the  enemy,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  13th  of  March,  1780. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Deserters 
Senate  and  Assembly ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  enemy 
That  whenever  any  person  who  shall  have  come  from  within  the  lines  may  be 
of  the  enemy  shall  be  confined  in  the  common  gaol  of  any  county  within  SJf  ©niSr- 
this  State,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  two  justices  of  the  peace  •«^«f  *pto  ro- 
for  such  county  to  enlarge  the  person   so  confined   upon  his  or  her         »*noo 
entering  into  recognizance  to  the  people  of  this  State  either  with  or 
without  surety,  and  in  such  sum  or  sums,  as  the  said  justices  in  their 
discretion  shall  deem  proper;  The  condition  of  which  recognizance 
shall  be  that  he   or   she  will  appear  at  the  next  court   of  oyer  and 
terminer  and  general  gaol  delivery,  to  be  held  in  and  for  such  county; 
or  that  he  or  she  shall  reside  at  the  place  and  within  the  bounds  within 
this  State  to  be  assigned  by  the  said  two  justices  or  that  he  or  she  shall 
be  of  good  behavior  during  the  present  war.     And  the  said  justices 
may  in  their  discretion  insert  one  or  more  of  the  foregoing  conditions 
in  such  recognizance.     Provided  that  such  justices  shall  not  by  virtue  Proviso  as 
of  this  act  enlarge  any  person  who  shall  be  in  custody  by  virtue  of  a  not*to^* 
warrant  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  any  judge  of  the  supreme  court;  nor  released, 
any  person  whose  going  at  large  will,  in  the  opinion  of  such  justices,  be 
dangerous  to  the  State.     And  provided  also  that  nothing  in  this  act 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  excuse  any  person,  so  enlarged  on 
recognizance,  from  doing  duty  in  the  militia  of  this  State,  nor  shall  his 
absence  from  the  place  assigned  by  such  justices  for  his  residence,  while 
on  command  in  the  militia,  be  deemed  a  breach  of  such  recognizance. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  whenever  Persons 
any  person  shall  desert  from  the  army  of  the  enemy  or  come  over  from  fol^^e'' 
within  their  lines  and  shall  voluntary  surrender  himself  or  herself  to  a  dealt  with 
justice  of  the  peace,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  justice  to  call  iJiS^uiO* 
to  his  assistance  one  other  justice  of  the  same  county  and  to  bind  the  custody, 
person,  so  surrendering  himself  or  herself  in  recognizance,  and  deal 
with  him  in  all  respects  as  is  before  directed   for   persons   in  actual 
custody;  which  recognizance  shall  be  subject  to  the  provisoes  mentioned 
in  the  preceding  clause.     Provided  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained 
shall  be  construed  to  prevent  any  person  from  being  apprehended  and 
dealt  with  according  to  law,  for  any  offence  committed  after  such  person 
shall  have  left  the  enemy's  lines. 

Whereas  the  several  laws  relating  to  the  commissioners  for  enquiring  Proviso  as 
into  detecting  and  defeating  all  conspiracies  which  may*  be  formed  in  ^^f  Jave 
this  State,  against  the  liberties  of  America,  are  now  expired.  expired. 

And  wherects  there  are  several  persons  now  confined  by  order  of  the 
said  commissioners,  and  several  persons  are  bound  by  recognizance 
taken  before  the  said  commissioners;  To  the  end  therefore  that  provis- 
ion may  be  made  in  the  premises. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  be  Persons 
lawful  for  any  three  persons  who  were  such  commissioners,  in  their  Jjmmiil^ 
discretion,  to  discharge  the  several  persons  so  in  actual  confinement,  sioners 
without  bail,   or  upon  the   said   persons  respectively    entering    into  Shanf©"" 
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pereoDBin  recognizance  with  or  without  surety  for  their  respective  appearance 
ment.  at  any  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  gaol  delivery  to  be  held 
in  and  for  any  county  within  this  State,  and  to  discharge  any  recogni- 
zances heretofore  taken  before  the  said  commissioners,  except  such 
recognizances  as  may  have  been  taken  for  the  appearance  of  any  person 
or  persons,  at  any  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  gaol  delivery; 
and  that  the  powers  of  the  said  commissioners  shall  be  revived  and 
hereby  are  continued  for  the  several  purposes  aforesaid  accordingly. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  this  act  shall 
continue  in  force,  until  thirty  days  after  the  rising  of  the  legislature, 
at  their  next  meeting. 


CHAP.  59. 
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AN  ACT  for  relieving  certain  persons  in  the  county  of  West- 
chester against  the  penalty  contained  in  a  resolution  of  conven- 
tion, passed  the  twenty  seventh  of  December  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  seventy  six,  requiring  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
county  to  take  an  oath  of  allegiance. 

Passed  the  13th  of  March,  1780. 

Whereas  by  a  resolution  of  the  convention  of  this  State  passed  the 
twenty  seventh  of  December  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy  six,  all 
the  male  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Westchester  from  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  and  upwards  without  discrimination,  were  required  to 
take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  State  within  a  certain  limited  time,  or 
be  put  out  of  the  protection  of  the  State,  and  treated  as  open  enemies. 

And  whereas  from  some  persons  from  want  of  opportunity  did  not 
comply  with  the  said  resolution. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  tJu  State  of  New  York,  represented 
in  Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  person  in  the  said  county  of 
Westchester,  who  hath  not  taken  an  oath  of  allegiance  in  pursuance  of 
the  aforesaid  resolution  of  convention,  to  apply  to  any  two  of  the  field 
officers  of  the  regiment  in  which  such  person  shall  reside,  or  to  any  two 
justices  of  the  peace  of  the  said  county,  and  by  evidence  on  oath 
(which  oath  the  said  field  officers  or  justices  of  the  peace  are  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  administer)  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
said  two  field  officers  or  justices  of  the  peace,  that  he  hath  since  the 
declaration  of  the  independence  of  this  State,  constantly  demeaned 
himself  as  a  friend  to  the  freedom  and  independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America ;  that  the  said  two  field  officers  or  justices  of  the 
peace,  shall  thereupon  administer  to  the  said  person,  the  following  oath 
of  allegiance  viz 

I  do  solemnly  swear  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God  that  I  will 
bear  true  faith  and  allegiance  to  the  State  of  New  York  as  a  free  and 
independent  State,  and  will  in  all  things  do  my  duty  as  a  faithful  sub- 
ject of  the  same.     So  help  me  God. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  two 
field  officers  or  justices  of  the  peace,  shall  deliver  to  each  person  to 
whom  they  shall  administer  an  oath  of  allegiance  in  pursuance  of  this  act, 
a  certificate  thereof,  and  also  file  lists  of  the  names  of  all  such  persons 
in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  said  county. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  each  and  Persons 
every  person  who  shall  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  in  pursuance  of  this  Sath"^ 
act  shall  be  and  hereby  is  declared  to  be  from  and  immediately  after  J^'SJJJjP"^ 
he  shall  take  such  oath  of  allegiance,  within  the  protection  of  this  State,  of  state, 
and  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  a  subject  of  this  State  any  thing  in  ®*°* 
the  said  resolution  notwithstanding.     Provided  that  nothing  in  this  act 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  purge  or  exculpate  any  person  from  any 
crimes  or  misdemeanors  done  or  committed  previous  to  his  taking  an 
oath  of  allegiance,  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 


CHAP.  60. 

AN  ACT  further  to  amend  an  act  for  the  better  laying  out  regu- 
lating and  keeping  in  repair  all  common  and  publick  highways 
and  private  roads  in  the  counties  of  Ulster,  Orange,  Dutchess 
Charlotte  and  Westchester  passed  the  eleventh  day  of  March 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine  and  for  extend- 
ing the  same  to  the  counties  of  Albany  and  Tryon. 

Passed  the  13th  of  March,  1780. 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented  in  Aotnamea 
Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  JJ^omftt 
That  the  Act  for  the  better  laying  out,  regulating  and  keeping  in  re-  of  Albany 
pair  all  common  and  publick  highways,  and  private  roads,  in  the  counties  *°**  Tryon. 
of  Ulster,  Orange,  Dutchess,  Charlotte,  and  Westchester,**  passed  the 
eleventh  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine  ex- 
cept the  fourteenth,  twenty  fifth,  and  twenty  sixth  sections  thereof,  shall 

be,  and  is  hereby  extended  to  the  counties  of  Albany  and  Tryon. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  fines,  yines  in- 
forfeitures  and  commutation  money,  in  the  above  said  act,  shall  be  and  creased, 
they  are  by  this  act  increased  to  a  tenfold  proportion. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  it  lohabi- 
shall  so  happen  that  the  improved  farm  of  any  inhabitant  of  the  said  ^^  ^ 
counties  shall  be  divided  and  lay  in  different  districts  that  then  in  such  district 
case  every  such  inhabitant  shall  be  subject  to  work  upon  the  highways  dweffing  is 
in  that  district  only,  in  which  his  dwelling  house  is  erected.  situated. 

lY,  And  be  it  fnrther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all  per-  Bight  of 
sons  in  the  said  counties  of  Albany  and  Tryon,  that  may  meet  each  Jven^o* 
other  on  any  of    the  said  roads  or  highways  in  carriages  or  sleighs  persons 
those  goipg  from  the  city  of  Albany  shall  give  way  to  those  going  to-  t^lJi"* 
wards  the  said  city,  and  all  persons  traveling  eastward  on  any  of  the  Hudson 
said  roads  or  highways  on  the  east  side  of  Hudsons  river  shall  give 
way  to  those  traveling  westward  and  vice  versa  on  the  west  side  of  the 
said  river,  under  the  penalty  of  twenty  pounds,  to  be  recovered  and  ap- 
plied as  directed  in  the  third  clause  of  said  act 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  every  Public 
publick  and  main  road  leading  from  any  township,  precinct  or  district  in  JJntfn'ued® 
which  there  is  a  considerable  settlement,  to  any  port  or  place  of  em-  from  dia- 
barkation  in  either  of  the  said  counties,  or  where  a  new  road  shall  be  trict,'etc. 
required  to  be  laid  out,  that  then  and  in  every  such  case  such  publick 
or  main  road  shall  be  continued  from  district  to  district,  and  through 
the  same  as  streight  and  direct  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  will  admit; 
And  that  such  main  or  publick  road  may  be  established  or  being  estab-  Proceed- 
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Inge  to  lay  lished  may  be  altered,  so  as  to  be  more  generally  convenient  and  useful 
Jto.  ^^^  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  respective  townships,  precincts  or  districts, 
through  which  the  same  may  extend,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and 
for  the  commissioners  of  the  township  precinct  or  district,  which  shall 
require  the  said  road  to  be  laid  out  or  altered,  by  writing  under  their 
hands  to  appoint  and  summon  a  general  meeting  of  all  the  commission- 
ers of  the  respective  townships  precincts  or  districts,  through  which  the 
road  proposed  shall  extend  at  any  time  not  less  than  three  or  more  than 
ten  days  after  the  service  of  notice  on  the  said  commissioners,  and  at 
such  convenient  place  in  that  township,  precinct  or  district  which  shall 
be  most  central  to  the  usual  residence  of  the  major  part  of  such  com- 
missioners; and  the  said  commissioners  are  hereby  directed  and  -re- 
quired to  meet  and  attend  according  to  such  appointment;  and  when 
the  said  commissioners  so  convened  shall  have  consulted  together  and 
deliberated  upon  the  subject  of  the  said  meeting  they  shall  then  pro- 
ceed to  lay  out  the  highway  or  road  proposed  and  required  from  district 
to  district  and  in  the  best  and  most  advantageous  manner  for  publick 
and  general  utility  and  convenience,  that  is  to  say  the  commissioners 
of  each  respective  township  precinct  or  district  shall  lay  out  that  part 
of. the  intended  road  which  shall  extend  through  the  township  precinct 
or  district  of  which  they  are  respectively  commissioners  and  the  same 
being  so  laid  out  shall  be  certified  returned  and  recorded  as  a  publick 
road  or  highway,  in  the  manner  directed  in  and  by  the  said  act  and 
shall  be  maintained  in  each  respective  township,  precinct  or  district. 
Ibid.  In  But  if  it  shall  so  happen  that  the  commissioners  of  either  of  the  other 
^Matfs-  townships  precincts  or  districts  then  assembled  shall  be  dissatisfied 
faction  on  with  any  part  of  the  road  so  to  be  laid  out,  they  shall  be  at  liberty  and 
«omi88ion-  are  hereby  authorized  to  propose  the  manner  in  which  they  conceive  that 
«"  o'  part  of  the  road  which  is  objected  to  ought  to  be  laid  out,  and  if  the 
of  other  commissioners  whose  duty  it  is  to  lay  out  the  same  shall  not  agree  to  the 
townships,  alteration  insisted  upon,  that  then  a  description  shall  be  made  in  writ- 
ing signed  by  all  the  commissioners  present  of  both  the  roads  proposed, 
and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  three  or  more  of  the  said  commissioners  to 
apply  to  any  two  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  said  counties  respect- 
ively not  residing  or  holding  lands  in  the  township,  precinct  or  district 
concerning  which  such  controversy  shall  have  arisen  or  the  township 
precinct  or  district  for  which  such  road  shall  be  required,  and  such  jus- 
tices are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  thereupon  to  issue  their  pre- 
cept to  one  of  the  constables  of  the  said  county,  commanding  him  to 
summon  a  jury  of  twelve  good  and  sufficient  freeholders  of  the  said 
county  not  interested  in  the  said  road,  who  being  duly  sworn  for  that 
purpose  shall  enquire  and  give  their  verdict  which  of  the  roads  in  con- 
troversy will  be  the  best  and  most  commodious  as  a  main  and  publick 
highway,  and  an  inquest  being  thereof  made  under  the  hands  and 
seals  of  the  said  justices  and  jurors,  shall  be  final  and  conclusive  ac- 
cording to  which  the  road  shall  be  laid  out  certified  and  returned  ;is  a 
publick  road  by  the  respective  commissioners  through  whose  township 
precinct  or  district  it  shall  extend,  and  the  return  thereof  together  with 
the  said  inquisition  being  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  said 
county  and  entered  of  record,  the  said  road  shall  be  deemed  and  es- 
teemed a  publick  road  or  highway  to  all  intents  and  purposes  and  be 
supported  and  maintained  in  the  respective  townships  precincts  or  dis- 
tricts through  which  the  same  shall  extend  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
other  highways  in  such  townships  precincts  or  districts  are  directed  and 
required  to  be  maintained  and  supported  by  the  said  act  and  the 
charge  and  expence  of  such  inquest  shall  be  borne  and  paid  out  of  the 
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moneys  to  be  raised  by  the  said  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  township,  pre- 
cinct or  district  whose  commissioners  shall  have  created  the  same  by 
refusing  to  lay  out  such  road  in  the  manner  which  by  the  said  inquest 
shall  be  found  best  and  most  convenient 

Provided  always  that  if  such  road  so  altered  or  laid  out  shall  run  Owners  of 
through  any  improved  lands  the  proprietor  thereof  shall  be  satisfied  {S,^^^^e 
and  paid  therefor  as  directed  by  the  second  section  of  the  said  act  paid. 
And  provided  further  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  make 
void  abridge  or  any  wise  lessen  the  rights  and  priviledges  granted  to  the 
city  of  Albany  by  charter  any  thing  contained  in  this  act  to  the  contrary 
thereof  notwithstanding. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  Act  Aou 

for  the  better  laying  out  regulating  and  keeping  in  repair  the  publick  8uiS«nded. 
roads  and  highways  in  the  city  and  county  of  Albany   and  county  of 
Tryon  passed  the  third  day  of  April  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy  five  shall  be  and  hereby  is  suspended  during  the  continuance 
of  this  act 

VII.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  this  act  shall  con-  Howiong 
tinue  in  force  untill  the  first  day  of  April  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  ^nue  in^" 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  one  and  no  longer.  ^orc«- 
And  that  the  second  clause  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  and  "^^^JJfiJ®^ 
more  effectually  to  carry  into  execution  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  '*^ 
better  laying  out  regulating  and  keeping  in  repair  all  common  and  pub- 
lick   highways  and  private  roads  in  the  counties  of  Ulster,  Orange 
Dutchess  Charlotte  and  Westchester  passed  the  first  of  October  last 

is  hereby  repealed 


CHAP.  61. 

AN  ACT  for  the  payment  of  certain  contingent  expences  of  this 

State. 

Passed  the  13th  of  March,  1780. 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  ^JPJop'**~ 
Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same; 
That  the  treasurer  of  this  State  shall  out  of  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  directed  to  be  raised  and  not  appropriated  by  an  act 
passed  in  this  present  session,  entitled  "  An  act  for  raising  the  sum  of 
two  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  by  tax  within  this  State 
pay  the  following  several  sums  of  money  to  the  following  persons  re- 
spectively —  that  is  to  say 

To  his  excellency  the  governor,  in  discharge  of  the  ballance  due  on  his  Governor, 
account  for  contingencies,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
fourteen  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  seven  pence  half  penny. 

To  his  excellency  the  governor  the  further  sum  of  one  thousand 
pounds  to  defray  such  further  contingent  expences  as  may  accrue  in  the 
administration  of  the  government,  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  legis- 
lature 

To  the  several  members  of  the  senate  and  assembly  for  each  and  Senator* 
every  day  they  shall  severally  have  attended  in  senate  and  assembly  bereof  a«l 
during  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  each  the  sum  of  twenty  aembiy. 
four  dollars;  and  for  each  and  every  day  they  shall  be  severally  travel- 
ing from  their  respective  places  of  abode,  to  the  place  of  meeting  of  the 
legislature,  and  returning,  each  the  sum  of  thirty  six  dollars,  agreable 
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to  such  accounts  thereof  as  they  shall  respectively  produce,  certified  by 
the  president  ot  the  senate,  or  speaker  of  the  assembly,  as  the  case  may 
be;  the  account  of  the  president  of  the  senate,  to  be  certified  by  the 
clerk  of  the  senate,  and  the  account  of  the  speaker  of  the  assembly,  to 
be  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the  assembly. 

To  Robert  Benson  Esquire  clerk  of  the  senate,  for  his  services  in  thai 
station,  during  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  forty  five  dollars 
per  day,  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce  certified 
by  the  president  of  the  senate. 

To  the  said  Robert  Benson,  for  sundry  sums  by  him  advanced  for  the 
use  of  the  senate,  the  amount  of  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  pro- 
duce, certified  by  the  president  of  the  senate. 

To  John  McKesson  Esquire  clerk  of  the  assembly  for  his  services  in 
that  station,  during  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  forty  five  dol- 
lars per  day  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce, 
certified  by  the  speaker  of  the  assembly. 

To  the  said  John  McKesson  for  sundry  sums  by  him  advanced  for  the 
use  of  the  assembly,  the  amount  of  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  pro- 
duce, certified  by  the  speaker  of  the  assembly. 

To  Victor  Bicker  doorkeeper  of  the  senate  for  his  services  in  that 
station  during  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  thirty  five  dollars 
per  day;  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce,  certified 
by  the  president  of  the  senate. 

To  Richard  Ten  Eyck  doorkeeper  to  the  assembly,  for  his  services  in 
that  station,  during,the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  thirty  five  dol- 
lars per  day,  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce,  cer- 
tified by  the  speaker  of  the  assembly. 

And  that  the  said  treasurer  shall  advance  to  John  Holt  printer  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  on  account. 

And  that  the  said  treasurer  shall  advance  to  Samuel  Loudon  printer 
the  sum  of  six  thousand  pounds  on  account. 

To  Mary  Rother  or  her  order  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
two  pounds  for  her  account  of  attendance  and  administring  to  several 
persons  belonging  to  the  militia  of  Tryon  county,  wounded  while  under 
the  command  of  General  Herkeimer  in  the  battle  with  the  enemy  at 
Orisco ;  and  that  the  treasurer  charge  the  said  sum,  as  so  much  advanced, 
to  the  account  of  the  United  States. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  treas- 
urer shall  out  of  the  monies  which  shall  come  into  the  treasury  in  con- 
sequence of  the  Act  for  raising  the  sum  of  five  million  of  dollars  by 
tax  within  this  State;  passed  at  this  present  meeting  of  the  legislature, 
pay  to  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the 
time  being  such  sum  or  sums  as  he  shall  from  time  to  time  require  not 
exceeding  in  the  whole  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  paying  sub- 
sisting and  defraying  the  contingent  expences  of  such  of  the  militia  as 
have  been  or  may  be  called  into  service. 
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LAWS  PASSED  AT  KINGSTON  IN  THE  LAST  SITTING  OF 
THE  THIRD  SESSION  OF  THE  LEGISLATURE. 

AN  ACT  to  revive  the  laws  appointing  commissioners  for  de- 
tecting and  defeating  conspiracies. 

Passed  the  14th  of  June,  1780. 

Whereas  the  act  "  for  appointing  commissioners  for  detecting  and  Preamble, 
defeating  conspiracies  and  declaring  their  powers  *'  passed  the  fifth  day 
of  February  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  and  the 
^ct  "  for  encreasing  the  number  of  commissioners  for  detecting  and 
defeating  conspiracies  within  this  State"  passed  the  third  day  of  April 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  are  expired. 

And  whereas  there  is  great  reason  to  apprehend  that  emissaries  from 
the  enemy  are  lurking  in  different  parts  of  the  State,  and  that  the  dis- 
affected inhabitants  are  conspiring  against  the  public  peace  and  safety: 
by  reason  whereof  it  hath  become  necessary  to  revive  the  powers  of  the 
said  commissioners. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre-  Acta 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  pj^mble 
the  samcy  That  the  said  two  acts  and  the  powers  and  authorities  by  them  revised, 
or  either  of  them  granted  to  the  commissioners  appointed   or  to  be 
appointed  by  virtue  of  the  said  acts,  or  any  and  every  three  of  them 
shall  be  and  are  hereby  revived  and  shall  continue  and  be  in  full  force 
during  the  continuance  of  the  present  war  with   Great  Britain.     That  AUowance 
each  commissioner  shall  be  allowed  for  each  day  he  shall  be  actually  Jionere?"*"^ 
imployed  in  the  execution  of  the  said  office  the  sum  of  fourteen  shillings 
of  the  money  to  be  issued   agreable  to  the  resolutions  of  confess  of 
the   eighteenth  day  of  March  last;  and  that  the  treasurer  of  this  State 
shall  out  of  any  monies  which  may  be  in  the  treasury  advance  to  the 
said  commissioners  or  any  three  of  them  such  sum  or  sums  as  they  shall 
from  time  to  time  require  to  defray  the  expence  of  the  business  hereby 
committed  to  them  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
pounds  of  like  money  aforesaid. 


CHAP.  63. 

AN  ACT  granting  a  further  reprieve  to  Jonah  Wood,  convicted 

of  murder. 

Passed  the  14th  of  June,  1780. 

Whereas  the  legislature  at  their  two  several  last  meetings,  did  by  act  Preamble, 
from  time  to  time  suspend  the  execution  of  Jonah  Wood,  convicted  of 
murder. 

And  whereas  the  time  for  which  the  execution  of   the   said  Jonah 
Wood  was  last  suspended  will  soon  expire. 

And  whereas  it  is  deemed  proper  further  to  suspend  the  execution  of 
the  said  Jonah  Wood.     Therefore  — 

33 
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Bxecution       Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented  in 

Buspen      .  ^g^^^fg  ^^  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  satm, 

That  the  executiou  of  the  said  Jonah  Wood  for  the  murder  aforesaid, 

shall  be  and  is  hereby  further  suspended,  and  a  further  reprieve  is  hereby 

^  accordingly  granted  to  the  said  Jonah  Wood,  until  thirty  days  after  the 

^  rising  of  the  legislature  at  their  next  meeting. 


CHAP.  04. 

AN  ACT  approving  of  the  act  of  congress  of  the  eighteenth  day 
of  March,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty,  relative  to  the  finances 
of  the  United  States,  and  making  provision  for  redeeming  the 
proportion  of  this  State  of  the  bills  of  credit  to  be  emitted  in 
pursuance  of  the  said  act  of  congress. 

Passed  the  15th  June,  1780. 

Preamble.  Whereas  the  congress  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  did 
on  the  eighteenth  day  of  March  last,  pass  a  certain  act  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, viz*.: 

In  Congress,  March  i%th,  1780. 

Aetof  coo-  "  These  United  States  having  been  driven  into  this  just  and  necessary 
th^toV^  "war,  at  a  time  when  no  regular  civil  governments  were  established 
flnancM  of  *<  of  sufficient  energy  to  enforce  the  collection  of  taxes,  or  to  provide 
states.  "funds  for  the  redemption  of  such  bills  of  credit  as  their  necessi- 
"ties  obliged  them  to  issue;  and  before  the  powers  of  Europe  were 
"  sufficiently  convinced  of  the  justice  of  their  cause,  or  of  the  probable 
"  event  of  the  controversy,  to  afford  them  aid  or  credit — in  consequence 
"  of  which  their  bills  increasing  in  quantity  beyond  the  sum  necessary 
"for  the  purpose  of  a  circulating  medium,  and  wanting  at  the  same  time 
"  specific  funds  to  rest  on  for  their  redemption,  they  have  seen  them 
"  daily  sink  in  value,  notwithstanding  every  effort  that  has  been  made 
*'to  support  the  same;  insomuch  that  they  are  now  passed  by  common 
*'  consent  in  most  parts  of  these  United  States,  at  least  thirty  nine 
"  fortieths  below  their  nominal  value,  and  still  remain  in  a  state  of  de- 
"  preciation,  whereby  the  community  suffers  great  injustice  the  public 
"  finance  are  deranged,  and  the  necessary  dispositions  for  the  defence 
**  of  the  country  are  much  impeded  and  perplexed  and  as  effectually  to 
"  remedy  these  evils,  for  which  purpose  these  United  States  are  now 
'*  become  competent,  their  independence  being  well  assured,  their  civil 
"  governments  established  and  vigorous,  and  the  spirit  of  their  citizens 
"ardent  for  exertion,  it  is  necessary  speedily  to  reduce  the  quantity  of 
"  the  paper  medium  in  circulation,  and  to  establish  and  appropriate 
"  funds  that  shall  ensure  the  punctual  redemption  of  the  bills.  Therefore, 
Resolution.  "  Resolved,  That  the  several  States  continue  to  bring  into  the  Conti- 
"nental  treasury,  by  taxes  or  otherwise,  their  full  quotas  of  fifteen 
"million  dollars  monthly  as  assigned  them  by  the  resolution  of  the 
"  seventh  of  October  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy  nine,  a  clause  in 
"  the  resolve  of  the  twenty  third  of  February  last,  for  relinquishing  two 
"  thirds  of  the  said  quota's,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  and  that 
"  the  States  be  further  called  on  to  make  provision  for  continuing  to 
"  bring  into  the  said  treasury,  their  like  quotas  monthly,  to  the  month  of 
"  April  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty  one  inclusive.  That  silver  and 
"  gold  be  receivable  in  payment  of  the  said  quota's,  at  the  rate  of  one 
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**  Spanish  milled  dollar  in  lieu  of  forty  dollars  of  the  bills  now  in  circu- 
**  lation — That  the  said  bills  as  paid  in,  except  for  the  months  of  Janu- 
"  ary  and  February  past,  which  may  be  necessary  for  the  discharge  of 
"  past  contracts,  be  not  re-issued,  but  destroyed  — That  as  fast  as  the 
**  said  bills  shall  be  brought  in  to  be  destroyed,  and  funds  shall  be 
^*  established  as  hereafter  mentioned  for  other  bills,  other  bills  be  issued, 
*^  not  to  exceed  on  any  account  one  twentieth  part  of  the  nominal  sum 
"  of  the  bills  brought  in  to  be  destroyed  — That  the  bills  which  shall  be 
"  issued  be  redeemable  in  specie,  within  six  years  after  the  present,  and 
**  bear  an  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  centum  per  annum,  to  be  paid 
**  also  in  specie,  at  the  redemption  of  the  bills,  or  at  the  election  of  the 
**  holder,  annually  at  the  respective  Continental  loan  offices  in  sterling 
**  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  by  the  United  States  on  their  commissioners 
"in  Europe,  at  four  shillings  and  six  pence  sterling  per  dollar — That 
**  the  said  new  bills  issue  on  the  funds  of  individual  States  for  that 
**  purpKDse  established,  and  4o  be  signed  by  persons  appointed  by  them, 
"  and  that  the  faith  of  the  United  States  be  also  pledged  for  the  pay- 
*'  ment  of  the  said  bills,  in  case  any  State  on  whose  funds  they  shall 
*'  be  emitted,  should  by  the  events  of  war,  be  rendered  incapable  to 
*'  redeem  them  which  undertaking  of  the  United  States  and  that  of 
"  drawing  bills  of  exchange  for  payment  of  interest  as  aforesaid,  shall 
**  be  endorsed  on  the  bills  to  be  emitted,  and  signed  by  a  commissioner 
"to  be  appointed  by  Congress  for  that  purpose — That  the  face  of  the 
**  bills  to  be  emitted  read  as  follows,  viz*.:  The  possessor  of  this  bill  shall 
*'  be  paid  Spanish  milled  dollars  by  the  thirty  first  day  of  Decem- 

**  ber  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty  six,  with  an  interest  in  like  money 
*'  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent  per  annum  by  the  State  of  according 

**  to  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  said  State  of  the  day  of 

'**  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty  — And  the  indorsement  shall  be  as  fol- 
^Mows,  viz*.:  The  United  States  ensure  the  payment  of  the  within  bill, 
**  and  will  draw  bills  of  exchange  for  the  interest  annually  if  demanded, 
"according  to  a 'resolution  of  Congress  of  the  eigliteenth  day  of  March 
"**  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty — That  the  said  new  bills  shall  be  struck 
"  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury,  in  due  proportion  for 
^*  each  State,  according  to  their  said  monthly  quota's  and  lodged  in  the 
"  Continental  loan  offices  in  the  respective  States,  where  the  commis- 
*^  sioner  to  be  appointed  by  congress,  in  conjunction  with  such  persons 
*'  as  the  respective  States  appoint,  shall  attend  the  signing  of  the  said 
**  bills,  which  shall  be  compleated  no  faster  than  in  the  aforesaid  propor- 
*'  tion  x)f  one  to  twenty  of  the  other  bills  brought  in  to  be  destroyed, 
"  and  which  shall  be  lodged  for  that  purpose  in  the  said  loan  offices — 
**  That  as  the  said  new  bills  are  signed  and  compleated,  the  States  re-  ibid. 
"  spectively  on  whose  funds  they  issue,  receive  six  tenths  of  them,  and 
**  that  the  remainder  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  United  States,  and 
"  credited  to  the  States  on  whose  funds  they  are  issued,  the  accounts 
*•  whereof  shall  be  adjusted  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  sixth  of 
**  October  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy  nine.  That  the  said  new 
*'  bills  be  receivable  in  payment  of  the  said  monthly  quotas,  at  the  same 
**  rate  as  aforesaid  of  specie,  the  interest  thereon  to  be  computed  to  the 
"respective  States,  to  the  day  the  payment  becomes  due — That  the 
""  respective  States  be  charged  with  such  parts  of  the  interest  on  their 
*'  said  bills  as  shall  be  paid  by  the  United  States  in  bills  of  exchange, 
**  and  the  accounts  thereof  shall  be  adjusted  agreeably  to  the  resolution 
**  aforesaid  on  the  sixth  of  October  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy  nine — 
"  That  whenever  interest  on  the  bills  to  be  emitted,  shall  be  paid  prior 
"  to  the  redemption,  such  bills  shall  be  thereupon  exchanged  for  others 
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"  of  the  like  tenor,  to  bear  date  from  the  expiration  of  the  year  for  which 
"  such  interest  is  paid  — That  the  several  States  be  called  on  to  provide 
"  funds  for  their  quota's  of  the  said  new  bills,  to  be  so  productive  as  to 
•*  sink  or  redeem  one  sixth  part  of  them  annually,  after  the  first  day  of 
"  January  next  — That  nothing  in  the  foregoing  resolutions  shall  be  con- 
"  strued  to  ascertain  the  proportions  of  the  expence  incurred  by  the  war^ 
**  which  each  State  on  a  final  adjustment  ought  to  be  charged  with;  or  to 
"  exclude  the  claims  of  any  State  to  have  the  prices  at  which  different 
"  States  have  furnished  supplies  for  the  army,  hereafter  taken  into  con- 
"  sideration,  and  equitably  adjusted.  That  the  foregoing  resolutions  with 
"  a  letter  from  the  president  be  dispatched  to  the  executive  of  the 
"  several  States,  and  that  they  be  requested  to  call  their  assemblies,  if 
"  not  already  convened,  as  speedily  as  possible  to  take  them  into  im- 
•*  mediate  consideration;  to  establish  ample  and  certain  funds  for  the 
"purposes  therein  mentioned,  and  to  take  every  other  measure  necessary 
*'  to  carry  the  same  into  full  and  vigorous  effect;  and  that  they  transmit 
**  their  acts  for  that  purpose  to  congress  without  delay." 

And  whereas  the  legislature  of  this  State  have  approved  of  the  said 

act  of  congress,  and  of  the  measures  thereby  proposed,  for  the  better 

establishment  of  the  finances  of  the  United  States :  In  order  therefore 

effectually  to  carry  the  said  act  into  execution; 

Tax.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented  in 

Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same\ 

That  there  shall  be  raised  by  tax   and  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this 

State,  the  sum  of  two  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  between 

the  first  day  of  July  and  the  first  day  of  October  next;  the  further  sum 

of  two  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  between  the  first  day  of 

October,  and  the  first  day  of  January  next;  and  the  further  sum  of  two 

million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  between  the  first  day  of  January 

and  the  first  day  of  April  next,  in  like  manner  and  under  the  same  pains 

How  to  be  and  penalties  as  the  sum  of  three  million  of  dollars  is  directed  to  be 

raised.        raised  and  paid  by  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  five 

"  million  of  dollars  by  tax  within  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes 

"therein  mentioned,"  passed  the  sixth  day  of  March  last — That  the 

Quota  of     quota's  of  the  several  counties  of  each  of  the  said  taxes  shall  be  as  f ol- 

oounfieef*^  lows,  to  wit :  — The  city  and  county  of  Albany,  one  million  eighty  one 

thousand  and  forty  dollars,  the  county  of  Dutchess  six  hundred  and 

forty  four  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy  three  dollars;  the  county 

of  Ulster  three  hundred   and  forty  six  thousand  three  hundred  and 

thirty  eight  dollars;  the  county  of  Orange  two  hundred  and  eighty  four 

thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty  five  dollars;  the  county  of  West  Chester 

thirty  three  thousand  six  hundred  and  three  dollars;  the  county  of  Tryon, 

one  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  the  county  of  Charlottee  ten  thousand 

Super-        and  eighty  one  dollars  — That  the  supervisors  in  the  several  counties 

mee?iuDd    shall  meet  to  apportion  the  quotas  of  the  several  wards,  towns,  manors, 

apportion  districts  and  precincts,  of  the  first  tax,  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  July 

towu^etc.  next,  of  the  second  tax  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  October  next,  and  of 

the  third  tax  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act  on  the  second  Tuesday  in 

Assess-       January  next.     That  the  assessment  rolls  and  tax  lists  for  raising  the 

arid^tax**^  said  first  tax,  shall  be  compleated,  and  the  tax  lists  delivered  to  the  several 

list  when    collectors,  on  or  before  the  third  Tuesday  in  August  next;  for  raising  the 

iSeted!*eto.  said  second  tax,  on  or  before  the  third  Tuesday  in  November  next;  and 

for  raising  the  said  third  tax,  on  or  before  the  third  Tuesday  in  February 

next:     Provided  nevertheless,  that  if  by  reason  of  any  accident  the 

supervisors  in  any  county  should  be  prevented  from  meeting  for  the 

purpose  of  apportioning  the  quotas  of  the  several  wards,  towns,  manors. 
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districts  and  precincts,  on  any  or  either  of  the  days  for  the  said 
purpose  above  particularly  directed,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  them  to  meet 
as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  thereafter,  and  the  clerks  of  the  respec- 
tive counties  are  hereby  required  and  authorized  in  case  of  such  acci- 
dent, to  convene  by  circular  letters  the  supervisors  accordingly. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  treas-  Treasurer 
urer  of  this  State  shall  pay  such  of  the  monies  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  moneys, 
the  said  act  above  mentioned,  and  by  virtue  of  this  act,  as  shall  consist  consisttiij? 
in  Continental  currency  emitted  before  the  day  of  the  passing  of  the  Sentai^cur- 
aforesaid  act  of  congress,  as  the  same  shall  from  time  to  time  come  into  "JJ^i'i^® 
the   treasury,  to  the  commissioner  of   the  loan  office  of  the  United  sioner  of 
States  within  this  State,  never  retaining  in  the  treasury,  of  the  said  JSfJ^i^^ve 
monies,  a  sum  exceeding  the  sum  of  fvvi  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  new  wus. 
shall  receive  from  the  commissioner  of  the  said  loan  office  or  other  per- 
son to  be  appointed  to  pay  out  the  same,  the  new  bills  to  be  issued  in 
pursuance  of  the  sai^  act  of  congress,  and  deposit  the  same  in  the  treas- 
ury, to  be  paid  out  as  the  legislature  shall  from  time  to  time  direct,  any 
thing  in  the  said  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  State  for  raising  the  said 
sum  of  five  million  of  dollars,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding — 

And  furtJier  that    as  soon  as  the  said    new  bills  shall   be  signed  other 
and  ready  to  be  issued  out  of  the  said  loan  office  it  shall  be  lawful  for  ™2S2%  be 
the  treasurer  to  pay  as  part  of  the  quotas  of  the  tax  to  be  raised  within  p« 
this  State,  and  to  be  paid  into  the  said  loan  office  besides  the  monies 
atove  mentioned,  all  other  monies  which  may  then  be  in,  or  thereafter 
come  into  the  treasury  and  consisting  in  bills  emitted  by  the  authority 
of  congress  and  in  circulation  at  the  time  of  passing  of  the  aforesaid  act 
of  congress  into  the  said  loan  office  and  receive  for  the  same  from  the 
commissioner  of  the  said  loan  office  or  other  person  to  be  appointed  to 
pay  out  the  same,  new  bills  to  be  emitted  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act 
of  congress.     Provided  that  five  sixths  of  the  amount  of  the  said  new  Proviso  as 
bills  to  be  received  by  the  treasurer  for  the  monies  which  may  come  into  ^  ^^^^ 
the  treasury  from  the  sales  of  forfeited  lands  shall  be  subject  to  a  like  from  for- 
disposition  as  the  said  monies  would  have  been  had  the  same  not  been  J^lw**  **"^ 
exchanged  for  the  said  new  bills.     And  provided  farther  that  the  treas- 
urer shall  not  of  the  monies  which  shall  come  into  the  treasury  by  taxes, 
or  sales  of  forfeited  lands,  or  otherwise,  pay  into  the  said  loan  office  a 
sum  exceeding  in  the  whole  amount  the  sum  of  ten  million  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  of  the  said  bills  so  in  circulation  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  silver  and  silver,  etc., 
gold  and  the  new  bills  to  be  emitted  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act  of  ^i^^Tn 
congress  upon  the  credit  of  this  State  shall  be  receivable  from  and  after  paymentof 
the  passing  of  this  act  in  payment  for  taxes  within  this  State  at  the  rate      **" 
of  one  Spanish  milled  dollar,  and  other  coins  in  like  proportion  and  at 
the  rate  of  one  dollar  of  the  said  new  bills  in  lieu  of  forty  dollars  of  Con- 
tinental currency  emitted  before  the  day  of  the  passing  of  the  said  act 
of  congress,  or  in  lieu  of  forty  dollars,  or  three  hundred  and  twenty  shil- 
lings, or  sixteen  pounds  of  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  the  authority 
of  the  legislature  of  the  late  colony  of  New  York,  or  by  the  authority  of 
any  provincial  congress  of  the  said  late  colony,  or  by  the  authority  of  the 
convention  of  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and  Five  com* 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  person  administring  the  government  of  to^eiRn"*" 
this  State  for  the  time  being,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  biistobe 
council  of  appointment,  to  appoint  during  the  pleasure  of  the  said  coun-  *pp°*'*'®<*- 
cil,  and  commission  under  the  great  seal  of  this  State,  five  commissioners 
to  sign  the  said  new  bills,  in  conjunction  with  the  commissioner  to  be 
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appointed  by  congress  for  that  purpose;  and  that  any  two  of  the  said 
commissioners  so  to  be  appointed  on  behalf  of  this  State,  are  hereby 
Oorapensa-  authorized  to  sign  the  said  new  bills  accordingly  :  And  each  of  the  said 
**"'  commissioners  so  to  be  appointed  on  behalf  of  this  State  shall  be  allowed 

and  paid  for  his  services  in  signing  the  said  new  bills,  at,  and  after  the 
rate  of  one  quarter  of  a  dollar,  of  the  said  new  bills,  for  each  hundred  of 
the  said  new  bills  which  he  shall  sign:  And  the  treasurer  is  hereby  au- 
thorized and  required  from  time  to  time  to  pay  the  said  commissioners 
for  their  respective  services,  out  of  the  monies  consisting  in  the  said  new 
bills,  as  he  shall  so  from  time  to  time  receive  the  same. 

And  in  order  to  establish  funds  for  the  redemption  of  the  said  new 
bills  and  effectually  to  secure  their  credit, 
f^t^  ^®^  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  follow- 
ing lands  forfeited  to  the  people  of  this  State,  that  is  to  say,  all  lands 
forfeited  by  the  attainder  of  Sir  John  Johnson  late  of  the  county  of 
Tryon  knight  and  baronet,  and  lying  in  the  county  of  Tryon  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Mohawk  river;  all  lands  forfeited  by  the  attainder  of 
John  Butler  late  of  the  said  county  Esquire,  situate  aforesaid  ;  all  lands 
forfeited  by  the  respective  attainders  of  Philip  Skeene  late  of  the  county 
of  Charlotte  Esquire,  and  Andrew  P.  Skeene  (son  of  the  said  Philip 
Skeene)  lying  in  the  said  county  of  Charlotte ;  all  lands  forfeited  by  the 
respective  attainders  of  Frederick  Philipse  now  or  late  of  the  county  of 
West-chester  Esquire,  and  Frederick  Philipse  (son  of  Frederick)  now  or 
late  of  the  said  county  Gentleman,  lying  in  the  said  county  of 
West-chester;  all  lands  forfeited  by  the  respective  attainders  of 
William  Bayard  and  James  De  Lancey  now  or  late  of  the  city 
of  New  York  Esquires  lying  in  the  city  of  New  York,  or  in  the 
county  of  Orange,  and  all  lands  forfeited  by  the  attainder  of  Oliver 
De  Lancey  Esquire  now  or  late  of  the  city  of  New  York  Jyxtig  within 
Pledged  to  this  State,  shall  be  and  are  hereby  mortgaged  and  bound  for  the 
tfon  o/new  redemption  and  security  of  the  said  new  bills;  and  the  public  faith  of 
biiia.  this  State,  is  hereby  pledged,  that  the  monies  to  arise  from  the  sales  of  the 

said  forfeited  lands  so  mortgaged  and  bound  as  aforesaid,  shall  not 
until  the  quota  of  this  State,  of  the  new  bills  are  redeemed  and  paid  ofif^ 
or  until  a  competent  sum  in  gold  or  silver  shall  be  actually  raised  by  the 
sales  of  confiscated  lands  taxes  or  otherwise,  and  deposited  in  the  treas- 
ury for  the  purpose,  be  appropriated  or  applied  to  any  purpose,  other 
than  to  redeem  and  discharge  the  quota  of  this  State,  of  the  said  new 
bills,  and  that  the  legislature  wiH  at  their  first  meeting  after  the  first 
day  of  April  next,  and  at  their  first  meeting  after  the  first  day  of  April 
in  every  year,  for  five  years  thereafter,  by  special  acts  to  be  passed,  direct 
the  raising  of  taxes  for  the  sole  purpose  of  redeeming  the  proportion  of 
this  State,  of  the  said  new  bills,  to  be  redeemed  in  each  respective  year, 
and  that  gold  and  silver,  and  the  said  new  bills  only,  and  no  other  species 
of  money,  shall  be  receivable  in  payment  for  the  said  taxes,  and  that  any 
deficiencies  in  the  said  taxes  shall  be  supplied  by  the  immediate  sale  of 
confiscated  lands,  in  any  part  of  this  State,  for  gold,  silver  or  the  said 
new  bills  only  ;  and  that  the  legislature  will  make  seasonable  provision 
for  redeeming  a  proportional  part  of  the  quotas  of  the  said  new  bills  of 
such  other  States,  as  may  by  the  events  of  war  be  rendered  incapable  to 
Sales  pro-    redeem  their  respective  quotas.     And  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures 
hibited.      ^^g  hereby  prohibited  from  selling  any  of  the  aforesaid  lands,  until  the 
further  order  of  the  legislature,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Act  natned      And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  a  certain 
"wwerof  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  State  entitled,  "  An  act  making  it  felony 
counter-     without  benefit  of  clergy,  to  counterfeit,  or  to  pass  knowing  the  same  to 
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be  counterfeit,  any  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  the  authority  of  the  con-  feitiDsr 
gress  of  the  United  States,  or  by  the  authority  ot  this,  or  any  other  of  the  ted^under" 
United  States,"  passed  the  eighth  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hun- *^' ^' o*^'*- 
dred  and  seventy  nine,  shall  be  extended  and  is  hereby  declared  to  ex-  Krefn  re- 
tend  to  the  cases  of  counterfeiting  and  altering,  and  to  the  cases  of  passing  ^^^^^  ***• 
or  bringing  from  any  part  of  this  State  within  the  power  of  the  enemy, 
knowing  the  same  to  be  counterfeit  or  altered,  any  of  the  bills  of  credit 
to  be  emitted  in  consequence  of  the  said  act  of  congress,  passed  the 
eighteenth  day  of  March  last.    And  that  although  such  counterfeiting 
altering,  or  knowingly  passing  counterfeit  or  altered  bills  shall  be  done 
out  of  this  State,  yet  any  grand  jury  within  this  State  is  hereby  im- 
powered  to  present  the  same  and  to  set  forth  in  the  indictment  the 
place  where  by  the  evidence  it  appeared  that  the  fact  was  committed: 
which  indictment  is  hereby  declared  to  be  good»  notwithstanding  that 
the  place  where  the  felony  is  alledged  to  be  committed  be  out  of  this 
State,  and  the  petit  juries  on  the  trials  of  all  such  issues,  shall  be  re- 
turned from  the  body  of  the  city  or  county  where  such  indictment  shall 
be  found  any  law  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding, 
and  the  defendants  in  such  indictments  shall  on  conviction  be  guilty  of 
felony  without  benefit  of  clergy. 


CHAP.  65. 

AN  ACT  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of  Schenectady  to  erect  a 

fortress  therein. 

Passed  the  23d  of  June,  1780. 

B^  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorky  represented  in  officers 
Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  named  may 
That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  field  officers  of  the  militia  and  justices  of  works  of 
the  peace  residing  within  half  a  mile  of  the  Dutch  church  in  the  town-  5©  elSSed. 
ship  of  Schenectady,  or  a  majority  of  them,  to  cause  works  of  defence 
and  security  to  be  erected  in  the  said  township,  in  such  manner  and  form 
as  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time 
being,  shall  direct. — That  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  township,  residing  inbabi- 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  liable  to  contribute  towards  erecting  such  works,  tanta  liable 
according  to  their  respective  circumstances  and  abilities. — That  it  shall  tribute — 
be  lawful  for  the  said  field  officers  and  justices  of  the  peace,  or  a  ma-  Jobe^mj^e 
jority  of  them,  from  time  to  time  to  convene  the  assessors  of  the  said 
township,  so  residing  as  aforesaid,  and  to  lay  before  the  said  assessors, 
an  estimate  of  the  labour  and  materials  necessary  to  the  erecting  of  the 
said  works;  and  that  the  said  assessors  when  so  convened,  shall  assess  on 
each  inhabitant  so  residing  as  aforesaid,  the  proportion  of  labour  to  be 
performed,  and  materials  to  be  furnished  by  each  inhabitant,  towards 
erecting  the  said  works.    That  if  any  inhabitant  so  assessed,  shall  neglect  in  case  of 
or  refuse  to  labour,  or  furnish. materials  agreeable  to  such  assessment,  J5gJ|^ 
upon  being  duly  notified  thereof,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  field  may  in- 
officers  and  justices  of  the  peace,  to  enquire  in  a  summary  way  into  the  3,"ari1y  and 
cause  of  such  neglect,  or  refusal,  and  if  upon  such  enquiry,  the  same  impose  fine 
shall  appear  to  be  wilful,  to  inflict  a  fine  upon  such  delinquent  inhabi-  tion  off" 
tant,  equal  to  double  the  value  of  the  labour  neglected  or  refused  to  be 
performed,  or  materials  neglected  or  refused  to  be  furnished  as  the  case 
may  be,  and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the 
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goods  and  chatties  of  such  delinquent  inhabitant,  by  warrant  under  their 
hands,  to  be  directed  to  any  constable  of  the  district ;  and  the  said  fine 
when  so  levied,  shall  be  paid  by  the  constable  to  the  said  field  oflScers 
and  justices  of  the  peace,  to  be  by  them,  after  paying  thereout  a  reason- 
able sum  to  the  constable  for  his  services  in  executing  the  said  warrant, 
Voluntary  expended  in  erecting  the  said  works. — That  if  any  of  the  inhabitants  of 
tkm  t<?en-  ^^^  ^^^^  township,  who  shall  reside  at  a  greater  distance  from  the  said 
title  con-    Dutch  church  than  as  above  mentioned,  shall  voluntarily  contribute 
toproteS-    towards  erecting  the  said  works,  in  such  manner  as  the  said  field  officers 
tion.  and  justices  of  the  peace,  or  the  majority  of  them,  shall  deem  reasonable 

and  adequate,  such  inhabitants  shall  at  all  times  be  entitled  to  an  equal 
protection  in  the  said  works,  for  themselves,  their  families  and  effects, 
with  the  other  inhabitants  residing  within  half  a  mile  of  the  said  Dutch 
church,  as  aforesaid. 


CHAP.  66. 

A  supplementary  act  to  the  act  entitled,  "  An  act  to  provide  the 
troops  of  this  State  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  with 
clothing  and  other  necessaries.** 

Passed  the  23d  of  June,  1780. 

Commls-         Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorky  represented 

purohSse*   /«  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 

and  cause   That  Peter  T.  Curtenius  Esquire,  commissary  to  purchase  clothing  for 

to^^made  ^^is  State,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  required,  in  addition  to  the  articles 

which  he  is  directed  to  purchase  by  the  above  mentioned  act,  passed  the 

eleventh  day  of  March  last,  to  purchase,  and  cause  to  be  made  up,  three 

thousand  six  hundred  shirts,  for  the  use  of  the  non  commissioned  oflScers 

and  privates,  in  the  said  troops. 


CHAP.  67. 

AN  ACT  authorizing  the  person  administring  the  government 
of  this  State,  to  grant  warrants  of  impress. 

Passed  the  23d  of  June,  1780. 

Preamble.       Whereas  it  is  highly  probable  that  there  will  be  during  the  ensuing 
campaign,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  and  their  allies,  great  opera- 
tions as  well   offensive   as  defensive,  against   the  enemy,    and   many 
emergencies  and  cases  may  arise  which  cannot  be  defined,  when  it  may 
be  necessary  in  order  to  render  these  operations  successful,  to  draw 
forth  all  the  strength  and  resources  of  the  State. 
Warrants        Be  it  tJurefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorky  represented 
to  IS^'*"*  ^^  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 
granted  In  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  person  administring  the 
eraewnoy  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  from  time  to  time,  and 
—  property  whenever  he  shall  deem  the  emergency  and  occasion  to  require  the  same, 
betaken,    to  grant  warrants  of  impress,  under  his  hand,  to  any  officers  and  persons, 
for  impressing  teams,  carriages,  horses,  oxen  and  drivers,  boats,  vessels, 
materials,  provisions  and  other  necessaries  for  the  use  and  service  of  the 
army,  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  deem  expedient  and  necessary,  which 
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officer  or  person  by  virtue  of  such  warrant  is  hereby  authorized  and 
impowered  to  break  and  enter  any  house,  store  house,  mill  or  bam  in 
which  he  shall  have  reason  to  suspect  any  of  the  articles  or  matters  di- 
rected by  the  said  warrant  to  be  impressed  are  secretted,  unless  the 
owner  of  such  house,  store  house,  mill  or  barn  or  his  agent  or  represent- 
ative then  present  shall  immediately  when  required  open  the  same. 
That  the  officer  or  person  making  such  impress  shall  give  to  the  person 
from  whom  any  of  the  matters  or  articles  aforesaid  shall  be  impressed,  a 
certificate  thereof.  And  that  each  and  every  person  from  whom  any  of  PaTmenta 
the  matters  or  articles  aforesaid^  shall  be  impressed,  shall  be  entitled  to  Jjr  ™^ 
receive  from  the  public  officer  authorized  to  pay  the  same,  the  current 
price  for  the  articles  or  matters  impressed,  or  for  the  use  or  hire  thereof, 
as  the  case  may  be:  And  that  this  act  shall  be  and  continue  in  force 
until  the  rising  of  the  legislature  at  their  next  meeting  and  no  longer. 


to  be  made 
same. 


CHAP.  68. 

AN  ACT  for  defraying  the  contingent  charges  and  maintaining 
the  poor  in  the  counties  of  Ulster,  Orange,  Westchester  Tryon 
and  Charlotte. 

Passed  the  23d  of  June,  1780. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in  Owners  of 
the  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  ^Yke're- 
same  That  the  overseers  of  the  poor  in  the  several  towns  manors  dis-  turns, 
tricts  and  precincts  within  the  counties  of  Ulster  Orange  Westchester 
Tryon  and  Charlotte  respectively   shall  make  returns  to  the  supervisors 
at  their  annual  meetings,  of  the  number  of  poor  persons  in  their  respec- 
tive towns  manors  districts  and  precincts.     That  the  said  supervisors  super- 
shall  assign  to  the  said  several  towns  manors  districts  and  precincts  Jjjf"*** 
the  sum  to  be  raised  by  them  respectively  for  the  support  of  the  said  sums  to 
poor  and  also  the  sum  for  defraying  such  contingent  charges  and  ex-  ^^^^^  ®^' 
pences  as  their  respective  supervisors  shall  adjudge  and  determine  the 
county  to  be  justly  chargable  with.     That  the  supervisor's  clerk  in  the  cierkto 
said  counties  respectively  shall  immediately  after  such  meeting  cause  Bent'super. 
the  several  supervisors  who  shall  not  be  present  at  such  meeting  to  be  visors, 
notifyed  of  the  sums  so  assigned  to  their  respective  towns  manors  dis- 
tricts and  precincts  for  the  purposes  aforesaid.     That  the  several  super-  Tax  list, 
visors  shall  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  thereafter  make  out  a  tax 
list  for  levying  the  amount  of  such  sums  together  with  the  poundage 
hereafter  specified  agreable  to  the  last  assessment  roll  which  shall  then 
have  been  made  in  the  town  manor  district  or  precinct  in  consequence 
of  any  law  of  this  State  and  that  the  sums  to  be  inserted  in  the  tax 
lists  as  and  for  the  tax  to  be  paid  by  each  respective  person  shall  bear 
such  proportion  to  the  sum  at  which  such  person  shall  have  been  assessed, 
as  the  whole  amount  of  the  said  monies  to  be  raised  within  the  town 
manor  district  or  precinct,  doth  bear  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  assess- 
ments.    That  the  supervisors  shall  respectively  make  out  warrants  to  Tax  war- 
the  several  collectors  for  collecting  the  said  taxes.     That  the  several  "^j»-       ^ 
collectors  shall  by  virtue  of  such  warrants  be  respectively  vested  with  poww«?" 
the  like  powers  and  authorities  as  in  collecting  the  general  taxes  of  the 
State.     That  the  said  warrants  shall  particularly  specify  the  sum  to  be  what  war- 
paid  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  for  the  support  of  the  poor,  and  the  JJ^S/y® 
sum  to  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county  for  defraying  the  contin- 
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gent  charges  thereof,  and  the  poundage  of  one  shilling  in  the  pound  to 
be  by  the  respective  collectors  retained  in  their  hands  for  collecting  the 
said  tax  and  that  the  respective  treasurers  shall  retain  in  their  hands  of 
the  monies  they  shall  receive  and  pay  six  pence  in  the  pound.  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  supervisor's  clerk  in  such  of  the  said  counties 
where  no  provision  has  been  made  for  the  support  of  the  poor  in  the 
present  year  or  where  the  contingent  charges  remain  unprovided  for  or 
in  arrear,  upon  the  application  of  any  two  supervisors  to  call  a  special 
meeting  of  the  supervisors  who  are  hereby  authorized  agreable  to  the 
directions  of  this  act  to  make  provision  for  the  support  of  the  poor  until 
their  next  annual  meeting  and  for  defraying  the  contingent  expences  of 
the  county  so  in  arrear  in  like  manner  as  they  are  authorized  to  do  at 
their  annual  meeting.  That  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  each  re- 
spective town  manor  district  and  precinct,  not  already  impowered  by  law 
to  elect  overseers  of  the  poor,  shall  or  may  at  their  annual  meetings  for 
electing  of  officers,  elect  by  plurality  of  voices  not  less  than  two  nor 
more  than  three  freeholders  to  be  overseers  of  the  poor.  And  that  the 
respective  overseers  of  the  poor  in  the  several  towns  manors  districts 
and  precincts  shall  within  ten  days  before  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
supervisors  in  every  year  render  a  just  and  true  account,  to  two  neigh- 
boring justices  of  the  peace  in  their  respective  counties,  of  the  monies 
by  them  received  and  expended  from  whom  and  to  whom  which  said 
accounts  the  said  justices  shall  audit,  and  if  there  shall  be  a  surplus  in 
the  hands  of  the  said  overseers  or  either  of  them,  it  shall  be  paid  to 
their  successors  in  office  to  be  applied  and  accounted  for  by  them  in 
the  course  of  the  next  year  in  manner  above  directed.  Provided  always 
that  nothing  in  this  act  contained,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  making  pro- 
vision for  the  poor,  shall  extend  to  the  manor  of  Cortlandt,  in  the  county 
of  Westchester. 


CHAP.  69. 


Preamble 
as  to  sup- 
plies for 
the  army. 


AN  ACT  to  procure  supplies  for  the  use  of  the  army,  and  to  pre- 
vent a  monopoly  of  cattle  within  this  State  and  more  effect- 
ually to  prevent  supplies  of  cattle  to  the  enemy. 

Passed  the  24th  of  June,  17S0. 

Whereas  Congress,  by  act  of  the  twenty  fifth  day  of  February  last, 
hath  made  a  requisition  on  the  several  States  for  supplies  for  the  use  of 
the  army;  and  hath  required  of  this  State,  as  its  quota  of  the  said  sup- 
plies, eleven  thousand  and  two  hundred  hundred  weight  of  beef,  thir- 
teen thousand  and  nine  hundred  and  sixty  nine  barrels  of  flour,  five 
hundred  tons  of  hay,  and  thirty  thousand  bushels  of  Indian  com,  or  other 
short  forage  equivalent;  and  did  in  and  by  the  said  act,  among  other 
things,  declare,  that  pork  should  be  received  from  any  State  in  lieu  of 
beef  in  quantities  proportioned  assigned  to  each,  and  that  the  respec- 
tive States  be  credited  for  all  such  commodities,  .being  of  good  and  suf- 
ficient quality,  as  shall  be  received  for  the  United  States  by  persons  ap- 
pointed to  receive  the  same  at  the  following  prices,  viz*  Merchantable 
flour,  per  hundred  weight  gross,  four  and  an  half  dollars,  best  grass  fed 
beef,  which  shall  be  delivered  between  the  first  of  July  and  the  first  of 
December,  five  and  an  half  dollars  pet  net  hundred  weight;  beef  best 
stall  fed,  which  shall  be  delivered  in  the  month  of  December,  six  and  an 
half  dollars  per  net  hundred  weight,  and  for  all  that  shall  be  delivered 
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after  the  first  day  of  January  and  before  the  first  day  of  July,  eight  dol- 
lars per  net  hundred  weight,  fresh  pork  well  fattened  with  corn,  seven 
dollars  per  net  hundred  weight,  salted  pork  per  barrel,  well  fatted  as 
aforesaid,  containing  two  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  net,  twenty  two 
dollars;  salted  beef  per  barrel  containing  two  hundred  and  forty 
pounds  net  weight  seventeen  and  an  half  dollars,  clean  well  dried  In- 
dian corn  per  bushel  three  fourth's  of  a  dollar,  oats  well  cleaned,  half  a 
dollar  per  bushel,  rye  well  cleaned  per  bushel  one  dollar,  white  beans 
and  peas  per  bushel  one  dollar  and  an  half,  wheat  weighing  sixty 
pounds  one  dollar  and  an  half  per  bushel,  buckwheat  per  bushel,  three 
fifth's. of  a  dollar,  best  upland  first  crop  of  hay  per  ton  fifteen  dollars. 

And  whereas  congress  did,  in  and  by  the  said  act,  further  declare, 
that  the  provisions  furnished  by  the  authority  of  any  State  for  the  use 
of  the  army,  since  the  first  day  of  December  last,  may  be  credited,  as 
pait  of  the  quota  of  supplies  assigned  to  such  State,  at  the  prices  afore- 
said, and  also  that  all  the  accounts  between  the  States  relating  to  their 
quota  of  the  supplies  aforesaid  shall  be  kept  and  finally  settled  in  Span- 
ish milled  dollars,  and  the  ballance  finally  paid  in  Spanish  milled  dol- 
lars. 

And  w/tereas  altho'  considerable  supplies  have  been  furnished  by  the  ibid 
authority  of  this  State  for  the  use  of  the  army,  since  the  first  day  of  De- 
cember last,  yet,  inasmuch  as  the  quantity  cannot  now  be  ascertained ; 
and  also  inasmuch*  as  congress  have,  in  and  by  the  said  act,  declared, 
that  if  it  shall  appear,  on  an  adjustment  of  the  quotas  of  the  several 
States,  that  any  State  has  supplied  more  than  its  due  proportion  in 
value,  every  such  State  shall  be  paid  the  value  of  the  surplus,  at  the 
rates  aforesaid  in  specie,  with  interest  at  six  per  centum  per  annum  from 
the  time  such  surplus  shall  have  been  deposited,  as  directed  by  the  said 
act,  and  every  State,  which  shall  have  failed  to  supply  its  due  proportion 
shall  be  charged  with  its  deficiency  at  the  rates  aforesaid,  and  the  like 
interest  thereon  from  the  time  w.hen  the  same  ought  to  have  been  de- 
posited: and  least  there  should  be  a  failure  in  the  supplies  for  the  army; 
and  from  a  desire  to  contribute  all  in  their  power  to  forward  the  mili- 
tary operations,  the  legislature  have  therefore  determined  to  provide  the 
whole  quantity  of  supplies  so  assigned  as  aforesaid;  and  have  also,  in  order 
that  any  further  supplies  to.be  procured  within  this  State  beyond  the  said 
quota,  may  be  obtained  with  the  greater  ease,  authorized  the  agent  to 
procure  the  said  quota  of  supplies  upon  the  credit  and  at  the  expence  of 
this  State,  also  to  procure  such  further  supplies  upon  the  account  and  at 
the  expence  of  the  United  States  and  have  become  responsible  to  the 
United  States  for  the  conduct  of  the  said  agent  as  to  the  expenditure 
of  monies  which  he  may  receive  from  the  United  States. 

And  whereas  it  is  intended  that  the  said  several  articles,  to  be  pro- 
cured within  this  State,  should  be  paid  for  to  the  several  persons,  fur- 
nishing the  same  respectively,  in  the  new  bills  to  be  emitted,  on  the 
credit  of  this  State,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  congress  of  the  eighteenth 
day  of  March  last,  at  their  nominal  value,  and  the  dollars,  mentioned  in 
the  several  prices  above  particularly  enumerated,  are  hereby  declared  to 
be  dollars  of  the  new  emission  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  part  of  certain  of  the  articles  aforesaid  will  be  wanted 
immediately  after  the  ensuing  harvest,  it  is  therefore  conceived  neces- 
sary and  most  expedient  to  procure  the  same  by  assessment 

I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  repre-  Quotas  of 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  Jou^^/es. 
tht  samey  That  the  quotas,  of  the  several  counties,  of  the  said  several 
articles,  shall  be  as  follows  that  is  to  say ;.  the  quota  of  the  county  of 
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Albany,  five  thousand  four  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  or  twenty  seven 
thousand  bushels  of  wheat,  and  eleven  thousand  five  hundred  bushels  of 
Indian  corn,  buckwheat,  rye,  peas  or  oats.     The  quota  of  the  county  of 
Dutchess,  four  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty  nine  barrels  of  flour,  or 
twenty  three  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty  five  bushels  of  wheat, 
and  nine  thousand  five  hundred  bushels  of  short  forage  as  aforesaid. 
The  quota  of  the  county  of  Ulster,  two  thousand  six  hundred,  barrels  of 
flour,  or  thirteen  thousand  bushels  of  wheat,  and  five  thousand  bushels 
of  short  forage  as  aforesaid.     The  quota  of  the  county  of  Orange,  seven 
hundred  barrels  of  flour,  or  three  thousand  five  hundred  bushels  of  wheat, 
and  two  thousand  bushels  of  short  forage  as  aforesaid;  and  the  quota  of  the 
county  of  Tryon,  six  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  or  three  thousand  bushels 
of  wheat  and  two  thousand  bushels  of  short  forage  as  aforesaid.    That 
the  quotas,  hereby  assigned  to  the  several  counties,  shall,  by  the  super- 
visors of  the  respective  counties,  be  apportioned,  to  and  among  the  sev- 
eral towns,  manors,  districts,  and  precincts,  within  such  counties  respec- 
tively, according  to  what  may  be  deemed  the  quantity  of  the  said 
articles  respectively  raised  within  each  town,  manor,  precinct  and  dis- 
MeetiDRof  trict.     That  the  supervisor's  clerk,  in  each  county,  shall,  forthwith  after 
v?8w»  to     *^^  passing  of  this  act,  by  circular  letters  to  be  dispatched  by  special 
be  called     messengers,  call  a  meeting  of  the  supervisors  for  the  purpose  aforesaid, 
tionmen?"  That  the  supervisor's  clerk  in  each  county,  (and  who  is  hereby  required 
made,  etc.  jq  attend  such  meeting)  shall,  forthwith  after  such  apportionment  shall  be 
made,  cause,  by  special  messengers,  the  several  supervisors,  who  shall 
not  be  present  at  such  meeting,  to  be  served  with  a  notice,  in  writing,  of 
the  quotas  of  their  respective  towns,  manors,  districts,  and  precincts. 
Assessors    That  in  case  of  the  death  or  absence  of  the  supervisor  such  notice  shall 
^ned'and  ^^  served  upon  either  of  the  assessors.     That  the  several  supervisors 
make  as-     shall,  forthwith  after  such  apportionment  shall  be  made,  or  in  case  such 
**"°*®°      notice  as  aforesaid  shall  be  served  upon  an  assessor,  then  such  assessor, 
shall  convene  the  assessors  of  the  town,  manor,  district,  or  precinct.  That 
the  assessors,  when  so  convened,  shall  assess  upon  such  oft  he  inhabitants, 
within  the  town,  manor,  district,  or  precinct,  the  proportion  of  the  quota 
thereof,  to  be  furnished  by  the  inhabitants   respectively,  according  to 
what,  in  the  judgment  of  the  assessors,  such  inhabitant  may  be  deemed 
Certified     able  to  spare.     That  the  respective  assessors  shall  have  certified  copies 
be^^eUv?     of  the  respective  assessments  ready  to  be  delivered  to  the  agent  herein 
ered  to        after  mentioned,  or  one  of  his  assistants,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
iS^bita  ts  ■'^^S^s^  next.    That  the  said  agent,  or  any  of  his  assistants,  shall  as  soon 
to  be  noti-  after  the  first  day  of  August  next,  as  he  shall  deem  it  necessary,  notify 
n?ake*de^^  the  several  inhabitants  of  the  respective  quantities  of  the  several  articles 
livery.        they  shall  be  respectively  assessed  to  furnish  and  of  the  place,  not  ex- 
ceeding sixteen  miles  from  their  respective  habitations,  where  the  same 
shall  be  delivered.     That  the  said  inhabitants  shall  respectively  deliver, 
one  moiety  of  the  flour  or  wheat  they  shall  have  been  assessed  to  furnish, 
within  ten  days,  and  the  other  moiety,  within  thirty  days,  after  the  same 
shall  be  required  by  the  said  agent  or  one  of  his  assistants.     That  one 
moiety  of    the  rye,  oats  and  peas  shall,  if   required  as  aforesaid,  be 
delivered  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  September  next  and  the  other 
moiety  thereof  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October  next  and  that  the 
whole  of  the  Indian  corn  and  buckwheat,  if  required  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  delivered  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November  next. 
Erpenses        II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  ex- 
conUnKe*nt  pence  of  convening  the  supervisors  and  assessors  shall  be  paid  and 
obargee.      allowed  as  the  contingent  charges  of  the  county,  and  the  supervisors 
and  assessors  shall  be  allowed  severally,  for  their  services  and  expences^ 
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for  each  day  they  shall  be  actually  imployed  in  the  execution  of  this 
act,  the  sum  of  six  shillings  of  the  new  emission  aforesaid,  to  be  allowed 
and  paid  in  like  manner. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  if  any  Proceed- 
person,  so  assessed  and  notified  as  aforesaid,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  togs  in  case 
deliver,  the  respective  quantities  of  the  several  articles  which  he  or  she  re^SMto*^ 
shall  be  so  assessed  to  furnish,  in  the  manner  and  within  the  time  above  ^^f^ 
limited,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  assessed, 
county,  upon  the  application  of  the  said  agent  or  either  of  his  assist- 
ants, to  enquire,  in  a  summary  way,  into  such  neglect  or  refusal,  and  if 
upon  such  enquiry  it  shall  appear  to  him  that  such  neglect  or  refusal 
was  wilful  he  shall,  in  such  case,  issue  his  warrant  to  any  person  or  persons, 
who  will  voluntarily  execute  the  same  and  to  be  approved  of  by  the  said 
justice,  authorizing  the  said  person  or  persons  to  take  and  seize,  of  and 
from  the  person  so  refusing  or  neglecting,  the  quantity  of  the  articles 
aforesaid  which  the  said  person  did  so  neglect  or  refuse  to  deHver;  and 
the  person  or  persons,  to  whom  such  warrant  shall  issue,  shall  be 
authorized  to  make  such  seizure,  and  to  break  and  enter  into  the  bam, 
or  other  place,  where  the  article,  or  articles  so  neglected  or  refused  to  be 
deUvered,  may  be  deposited  and  to  use  such  bam  or  other  place,  to- 
gether with  the  flails  or  other  implements  therein  for  threshing  and 
cleaning  such  of  the  said  articles  as  may  be  in  the  straw,  and  shall 
transport  the  said  articles,  so  seized,  to  the  place  where  the  same  ought 
to  be  delivered.  That  the  said  agent,  or  the  assistant,  upon  whose  ap- 
plication such  proceedings  shall  be  had,  shall  pay  the  expence  thereof, 
and  of  the  service  of  the  said  warrant,  and  other  expences  which  shall 
accrue  in  or  about  such  seizure,  and  the  same  shall  be  allowed  as  con- 
tingent expences  in  the  execution  of  his  office;  and  the  article  or 
articles,  so  seized  are  hereby  declared  to  be  forfeited  to  the  people  of 
this  State,  and  shall  be  delivered  in  like  manner  with  the  other  supplies 
to  be  procured  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  for  the  use  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  and  receipts  taken  for  the  same  accordingly.  Provided 
that  such  enquiry  as  aforesaid  shall  not  be  had,  unless  the  person 
charged  with  such  neglect  or  refusal  shall  be  previously  summoned  to 
answer  to  such  charge  and  due  proof  made  of  the  service  of  such 
summons;  And  provided  further  that  such  summons  shall  not  be 
granted,  unless  due  proof  shall  be  previously  made  that  the  person, 
against  whom  such  summons  is  required,  was  duly  notified  of  the  assess- 
ment. 

And  whereas  the  emitting  of  the  said  new  bills  may  be  delayed,  and  Proviso  in 
consequently  the  agent  to  be  appointed  to  procure  the  said  supplies  be  i?f,n5?S?^ 
unprovided  with  cash  to  pay  for  the  same,  beyond  the  time  when  the  vidwi  with 
said  supplies,  or  a  considerable  part  thereof,  will  become  necessary  for  °     ' 
the  support  of  the  army,  and  to  forward  the  operations  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  during  the  present  campaign. 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  certiiicates 
said  agent,  or  his  assistants,  may  require  of  the  several  inhabitants  to  ****^*^^®'*' 
deliver  the  several  articles,  which  they  shall  be  respectively  assessed  to 
furnish,  upon  giving  to  them  certificates  for  the  same,  to  be  signed  by 
the  said  agent,  containing  the  quantity  of  the  articles  delivered,  and  the 
sum  due  for  the  same,  and  if  the  same  shall  be  transported,  then  also 
the  sum  due  for  transportation;  and  which  certificates  shall  bear  an 
interest,  for  the  amount  of  the  sum  or  sums  therein  specified,  at  the  rate 
of  six  per  centum  per  annum  from  their  respective  dates.     That  the  Beoeivabie 
said  certificates  shall  be  receivable  in  payment  for  taxes,  only  from  the  {55^2?°* 
respective  persons  to  whom  they  shall  be  given,  at  the  same  rate  with 
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the  bills  of  the  said  new  emission;  and  if  the  sum  expressed  in  a  certi- 
ficate with  the  interest  thereof,  shall  exceed  the  amount  of  the  tax  to  be 
paid  by  the  person  possessing  the  same,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  col- 
lector, if  he  shall  have  in  hand  monies,  received  for  taxes  sufl&cient  for 
the  purpose,  to  pay  to  such  person,  out  of  such  monies,  in  exchange,  the 
mftnt't^be  ^"^^^^^^  ^^  such  excess.  That  whenever  any  certificate  shall  be  so  paid 
iiinde.  in  for  taxes,  the  person,  paying  the  same,  shall  endorse  theron  the  day 
when  the  same  was  paid,  and  the  interest  on  such  certificate  shall  be 
deemed  to  cease  from  such  day.  That  the  said  agent  shall  cause  a 
competent  number  of  certificates,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  to  be  printed, 
of  such  form  and  in  such  manner  as  he,  with  the  treasurer  of  this  State 
for  the  time  being,  shall  deem  most  proper  for  .preventing  frauds  and 
counterfeits.  That  the  treasurer  shall  charge  the  said  agent,  signing  the 
said  certificates,  with  the  amount  thereof  as  they  shall  from  time  to 
time  come  into  the  treasury, 
MDto*  ^«^  be    it  further  enacted   by  the  authority  aforesaid  That   where 

reserved     rents  are  reserved  in  wheat  and  to  become  due  after  the  first  day  of 
iSiyment     August  next,  it  shall  be  lawful  in  such  cases  for  the  tenant,  having  been 
to  landlord  assessed  and  furnished  a  quantity  of  wheat  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  to 
pay,  to  the  land-lord  one  eighth  part  of  such  rent,  in  money,  according  to 
.  the  price  of  wheat  as  herein  before  specified. 
Agent,  ap-       And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That,   as  soon 
po  ntment  ^  conveniently  miy  be,  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  lawful, 
for  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time 
being,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council  of  appoint- 
ment, to  appoint,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  said  council,  by  warrant 
under  his  hand  and  the  privy  seal  of  this  State,  an  agent  to  procure  the 
said  supplies  to  be  procured,  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  on  the  account 
and  credit  of  this  State  for  the  uise  of  the  United  States.     That  the 
said  agent  shall,  immediately  after  his  appointment,  and  acceptance  of 
office,  enter  upon  the  business  of  procuring  the  said  supplies.     That  the 
said  agent  shall  not  be  authorized  to  pay,  for  any  articles,  which  may 
be  necessary  to  make  up  the  deficiencies  in  the  assessment  aforesaid, 
and  shall  not  be  authorized  to  pay  for  cattle,  beef,  pork,  or  hay  to  be 
purchased  on  the  account  of   this  State,  any  prices  greater  than  the 
prices  allowed  by  congress  as  above  recited. 
Aaslstants       VII.  Afid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  TYi^X  the  said 
ployed.^™"  agent  may  employ  such  and  so  many  assistants,  in  the  different  parts  of 
this  State  as  the  person  administring  the  government  ot  this  State  for 
the  time  being  shall  approve.     That  the  said  agent  shall  be  responsible 
for  the  conduct    of   his  assistants  as  to  the  expenditure  of  monies. 
Duties  of    That  the  said  agent  shall  make  and  transmit  duplicate  and  monthly  re- 
reuirna?'^  tums,  the  one  to  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State 
com"i*^'    for  the  time  being,  and  the  other  to  the  board  of  war  of  the  United 
sarv-jcen-    States,  specifying  the  quantities  issued  in  each  preceeding  month.     That 
anny.'etc.  ^^  ^^^^  agent  shall  correspond  with,  and  take  directions,  from  the  com- 
missiry  general  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  in  furnishing  such 
parts  of  the  beef  cattle,  to  be  supplied  by  this  State,  as  the  said  com- 
missary general  shall,  from  time  to  time,  have  occasion  for,  in  order  to 
supply  the  army  with  fresh  beef  throughout  the  different  seasons  of  the 
year;  and  that  the  said  agent  be  authorized  lo  agree  with  the  said  com- 
missary general,  or  his  deputies  or  assistants  authorized  to  receive  the 
same,  respecting    the    mode    of  ascertaining   the   weight  of   all  such 
cattle  as  shall  be  furnished  by  this  State  for  the  use  aforesaid.     That 
the  said  agent  shall  cause  the  said  suppHes  to  be  transported  to  and 
delivered  at  such  places,  within  this  State,  as  the  commander  in  chief  of 
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the  army  of  the  United  States  shall  from  time  to  time  direct.  That  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  person  administring  the  government  of 
this  State,  for  the  time  being  to  grant  warrants,  upon  the  treasury  of 
this  State,  in  favor  of  the  said  agent  for  such  sum  and  sums  of  money 
as  the  said  person  administring  the  government  shall  judge  necessary  ; 
and  the  treasurer  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  pay  the  same  out 
of  such  new  bills,  to  be  emitted  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  congress  of 
the  eighteenth  day  of  March  last,  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  in  the 
treasury. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall  Unlawful 
not  be  lawful,  after  the  first  day  of  August  next,  for  any  person,  except  ^^'n^to 
the  agent  above  mentioned  and  his  assistants,  to  purchase  any  provisions  purchase 
or  forage  within  this  State  for  the  use  of  the  army,  and  every  person  for^^  of 
who  shall  so  purchase  shall  be  punished  by  fine  or  imprisonment,  in  the  ^™y- 
discretion  of  the  court  before  whom  the  conviction  shall  be  had;  and 

the  courts  of  quarter  and  general  sessions  of  the  peace  shall  have  cogni- 
zance of  the  said  offence: 

Provided  nevertheless  that  nothing  herein  contained,  shall  be  con- 
strued to  prohibit  the  said  agent  or  his  assistants  from  purchasing  on 
the  account  and  at  the  expence  of  the  United  States. 

And  provided  that  nothing  in  this  clause  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  prohibit  such  person  or  persons,  as  the  person  administring  the  gov- 
ernment of  this  State  for  the  time  being  shall  by  writing  under  his 
hand,  and  upon  such  emergencies  and  occasions  as  he  shall  deem  proper, 
be  authorized  for  the  purpose,  from  purchasing  provisions  or  forage  within 
this  State  for  the  use  of  the  army. 

IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  said  Asrent  v> 
agent  shall,  once  in  every  six  months,  account  with  the  auditor  general  JJery* six 
of  this  State  for  the  monies  he  shall  have  received  from  the  treasury  of  months 
this  State;  and  if  the  said  agent  shall  refuse  or  neglect  so  to  account,  widitor 
that  it  shall  then  be  lawful  for  the  said  auditor  general,  to  cause  a  suit  K^neraL 
in  assumpsit  for  monies  received  to  the  use  of  the  plaintiff,  to  be  com- 
menced in  the  supreme  court  of  this  State,  in  the  name  of  the  treasurer 

of  this  State,  against  the  said  agent;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said 
court  in  every  such  suit  to  order  the  same  to  be  referred,  agreeable  to 
the  directions  of  the  act  "for  the  better  determination  of  personal 
actions  depending  upon  accounts,"  and  the  sum,  to  be  found  by  the  re- 
port of  the  referees  for  the  plaintiff  shall,  upon  being  received  by  the 
treasurer,  be  credited  to  the  account  of  the  said  agent;  and  if  the 
referees  shall  report  that  there  is  nothing  due  from  the  defendant,  the 
treasurer  shall,  in  such  case,  out  of  any  monies  which  may  then  be  in 
the  treasury,  pay  to  the  defendant  his  costs  to  be  taxed. 

X.  Ahd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  CompeDsa- 
agent  ehall  be  allowed  and  paid,  quarterly,  for  his  services,  in  procuring  ^^^, 
the  said  quota  of  supplies,  to  be  procured  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and 

all  such  other  supplies  as  he  may  procure  on  the  account  or  credit  of  this 
State,  exclusive  of  the  pay  and  wages  of  assistants,  clerks  and  messengers 
and  exclusive  of  travelling  expenses  when  on  public  business,  and  paper 
and  other  incidental  charges,  in  lieu  of  every  other  salary,  commission 
or  emolument  whatsoever,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  eight  hundred  pounds 
per  annum,  payable  in  the  said  new  bills. 

XI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  this  State  state  re- 
shall  be  responsible,  to  the  United  States,  for  the  conduct  of  the  said  t^JniSd 
agent,  when  imployed  to  purchase  upon  the  account  or  credit  of  the  states. 
United  States  as  to  the  expenditure  of  monies  which  he  may  receive 

from  the  treasury,  or  upon  the  account,  of  the  United  States. 
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Bran  to  be       XII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afaresaidy  That  the  said 
as  short      agent  shall  cause  the  bran,  of  the  wheat  to  be  procoured  on  the  account 
forage.       of  this  State  and  manufactured  into  flour,  to  be  delivered  as  part  of 
the  aforesaid  quota  of  short  forage,  and  the  same  shall  be  charged  to 
the  United  States  at  the  rate  of  one  quarter  of  a  dollar,  of  the  said  new 
bills,  per  bushel. 
Hides  of         XIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy  That  it  shall 
reserved     be  lawful  for  the  said  agent,  from  time  to  time,  whenever  the  same  can 
for  state,    conveniently  be  done,  to  reserve,  for  the  use  of  this  State,  the  hides  of 
such  cattle  as  he  shall  from  time  to  time  procure  upon  the  account  of 
this  State,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  collected,  and  delivered  to  Peter  T. 
Curtenius  Esquire,  commissary  to  purchase  clothing  for  this  State,  to  be 
by  him  exchanged  for,  or  manufactured  into,  leather  or  shoes,  or  other- 
wise disposed  of,  as  he  shall  deem  most  advantageous  for  the  State,  and 
best  calculated  to  answer  the  purpose  of  providing  the  troops  of  this 
State,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  with  shoes. 

And  whereas  it  is  probable  that  certain  cases  may  arise  which  cannot 
be  foreseen,  and  consequently  for  which  no  particular  provision  can  be 
made. 
Agent  In  XIV.  Beit  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
cases  to  it  shall  be  lawful,  for  the  said  agent,  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  in 
orders  of  ^^^  cases  where  no  special  provision  is  made  by  this  act,  to  obey  the 
governor,    orders  of  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the 

time  being. 
To  possess      XV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said 
powers  as   agent,  and  his  assistants,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  vested  with  the  like 
niMt^/      powers,  for  impressing  teams,  carriages,  horses,  and  other  draft  cattle,  as 
general,      the  quartermaster  general  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of 
his  deputies,  or  assistants,  are,  or  were,  vested  with  by  any  law  of  this 
State,  which  was  in  force  on  the  first  day  of  this  instant  month  of  June. 
And  in  order  to  prevent  a  monopoly  of  neat  cattle  or  beef,  within  this 
State,  and  more  effectually  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  receiving  supplies 
thereof: 
Unlawful        XVI.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  per- 
chsSe'neat  ^on  shall,  after  the  expiration  of  eight  days  from  the  passing  of  this  act, 
catue  to     purchase  any  neat  cattle  of  the  age  of  two  years  or  upwards,  or  beef, 
se   again,  ^^^cept  such  persons  as  are  herein  after  authorized  to  purchase)  with 
intent  to  sell  the  same  again,  such  person  shall  be  deemed,  and  hereby  is 
declared,  to  have  committed  an  offence  against  the  people  of  this  State, 
and  shall  be  indicted  and  tried  for  the  same,  at  any  supreme  court  of 
judicature,  or  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  gaol  delivery,  or 
court  of  general  or  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  to  be  held  in  the 
county  where  the  offence  shall  arise,  and  shall  upon  conviction  forfeit 
the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  for  each  bull,  ox,  cow,  steer,  or  heifjpr,  and 
five  pounds  for  every  hundred  weight  of  beef,  bought  with  intent  to  be 
sold  again.     And  farther,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person,  or  per- 
sons to  take,  seize,  and  convert  to  his,  her,  or  their  own  use,  any  neat 
cattle  or  beef  as  aforesaid;  and  in  any  suit  which  may  be  brought,  against 
such  person,  or  persons,  by  reason  of  such  seizing,  taking,  and  convert- 
ing to  his,  her,  or  their  own  use,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  defendant,  or 
defendants,  to  plead  the  general  issue,  and  upon  the  trial  to  give  in  evi- 
dence that  the  neat  cattle,  or  beef,  so  seized,  and  taken,  was,  by  the  per- 
son, to  whom  the  same  belonged  at  the  time  of  the  seizing  and  taking 
thereof,  bought,  after  eight  days  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  with  intent 
to  be  sold  again,  and  if  such  special  matter  shall  be  proved,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  jury,  they  shall  find  a  verdict  for  the  defendant,  or  de- 
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fendants,  and  who  shall  in  such  case  recover  costs  to  be  taxed.  Provided 
that  nothing,  in  this  clause  contained,  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to,  or 
affect,  the  agent  to  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  or  any  of  his 
assistants  licenced  by  him,  or  any  person  or  persons,  authorized  by  the 
person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time,  being  by 
writing  under  his  hand,  to  purchase  provisions  for  public  uses,  or  to  any 
butcher,  licensed  by  any  three  justices  of  the  peace,  within  this  State,  by 
writing  under  their  hands,  or  to  any  persons  who,  having  sufficient  pas- 
turage, hay,  or  grain  for  improving  or  fattening  cattle,  shall  have  a 
licence  under  the  hands  of  three  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county, 
where  such  persons  shall  reside,  authorizing  such  persons  respectively 
to  purchase  cattle  to  be  improved  and  fattened,  or  to  such  persons  a^ 
may  be  licensed  by  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Albany  to  supply 
their  fairs  and  markets  during  the  month  of  November. 

XVII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Tha  Governor 
it  shall  be  lawful,  for  the  person  administring  the  government  ofm'ationito 
this  State  for  the  time  being,  from  time  to  time  by  proclamation,  wtabiish 
to  assign  a  line,  or  lines,  in  the  counties  of  Westchester,  and  Or- 
ange, to  the  southward  of  which  no  neat  cattle  or  beef  sKall 
be  driven  or  removed,  unless  such  <iattle  or  beef  are  intended 
for  the  use  of  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  or  of  this 
State,  or  unless  such  cattle,  being  draft  cattle,  shall  be  actually  em- 
ployed in  public  service;  and  if  any  person  shall,  after  eight  days  from 
the  date  of  such  proclamation,  drive  or  remove,  or  cause  or  procure  to 
be  driven  or  removed,  any  such  cattle  or  beef  from  any  place,  within  this 
State  to  the  northward,  to  any  place  within  this  State  to  the  southward, 
of  the  line  or  lines  to  be  assigned  in  such  proclamation,  unless  such  neat 
cattle  or  beef  shall  be  intended  for  such  use  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  be  em- 
ployed as  aforesaid,  such  person  shall  be  deemed,  and  hereby  is  declared, 
to  have  committed  an  offence  against  the  people  of  this  State,  and  shall 
be  indicted  and  tried  for  the  same,  and  shall  upon  conviction,  suffer  the 
same  penalties,  and  all  such  neat  cattle  and  beef  shall  be  liable  to  seiz- 
ure, in  like  manner  as  is  above  prescribed  in  cases  of  purchasing  neat 
cattle  and  beef  with  intent  to  be  sold  again;  and  it  shall  in  like  manner 
be  lawful  for  the  defendant  or  defendants,  in  any  suit  which  may  be 
brought  by  reason  of  such  seizing  as  last  aforesaid,  to  plead  the  gen- 
eral issue  and  give  in  evidence,  that  the  neat  cattle  or  beef,  so  seized,  was 
after  the  time  above  limited,  driven  or  removed  to  the  southward  of 
such  line  or  lines  as  aforesaid;  and  if  such  special  matter  shall  be  proved 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  jury,  and  if  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  shall  not 
thereupon  prove  that  the  said  neat  cattle  or  beef  were  intended  for  the 
use  of  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  or, of  this  State,  or 
that  the  said  cattle,  being  draft  cattle,  were  so  employed  as  aforesaid, 
the  jury  shall  find  a  verdict  for  the  defendant  or  defendants,  who  shall 
also  recover  costs  as  aforesaid;  And  further  that  collusive  seizures  in 
either  of  the  cases  aforesaid  shall  be  void,  and  which  may  also  be  given 
in  evidence  on  the  general  issue.     , 

And  whereas  a  requsition  hath  been  made  upon  this  State,  by  a  com-  Proviso  aa 
mittee  of  congress,  for  a  quantity  of  provisions  to  be  delivered  at  the  uon^y***" 
city  of  Albany,  monthly,  for  the  space  of  five  months  from  the  first  day  committee 
of.  July  next,  and,  in  order  to  procure  the  said  provisions,  assessments  of  gresa. 
wheat  or  flour  and  neat  cattle  have  been  made  throughout  the  State ; 
the  flour  or  wheat  to  be  delivered  immediately  after  the  twenty  fifth  day 
of  this  instant  month  of  June,  and  one  fifth  part  of  the  said  cattle  to 
be  delivered  on  the  same  day,  and  a  like  fifth  part  to  be  delivered  on  the 
twenty  fifth  day  of  every  month  thereafter,  for  the  space  of  four  months. 

35 
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Assess-  XVIII.  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 

Smed— °"  the  said  assessments  shall  be,  and  are,  hereby  confirmed  and  declared 
c^iect^**  legal.  That  the  said  agent,  or  any  of  his  assistants,  shall  be  authorized 
provisions,  to  collect  and  receive  the  said  quantities  of  provisions  last  mentioned, 
^^'  and  deliver  the  same  over  to  the  person,  properly  authorized  to  receive 

the  same  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  and  that  if  any  person  shall 
refuse  or  neglect  to  deliver  the  quantity  of  flour  or  wheat  so  assessed 
upon  such  persons,  when  thereunto  required,  at  any  time  after  the 
twenty  fifth  day  of  this  instant  month  of  June,  by  the.  said  agent  or 
either  of  his  assistants,  the  delivery  thereof  shall  be  compelled  in  like 
manner  and  under  the  same  penalties  as  is  herein  before  directed  with 
respect  to  the  several  matters  concerning  the  other  supplies  to  be  fur- 
Penalty  for  nished  in  pursuance  of  this  act.  That  if  any  person,  assessed  to  furnish 
dkSVver^  neat  cattle,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  deliver  the  same,  when  thereunto 
cattle.  required  by  the  said  agent  or  either  of  his  assistants,  at  any  time  after 
the  respective  times  when  such  neat  cattle  ought  in  pursuance  of  such 
assessments  to  be  delivered,  the  delivery  thereof 'shall  be  compelled, 
and  the  same  shall  be  subject  to  seizure,  and  forfeited  to  the  people  of 
this  State,  in  like  manner  as  is  herein  before  directed  with  respect  to 
flour  or  wheat.  That  the  supply  of  provisions,  last  mentioned,  shall  be 
paid  for  in  like  manner,  and  at  the  same  prices  as  is  herein  before  di- 
rected with  respect  to  the  other  supplies  to  be  furnished  in  pursuance 
of  this  act.  That  the  incidental  expences  of  making  the  said  assess- 
ments, and  notifying  the  several  persons  of  the  quantity  of  provisions 
assessed  upon  them  respectively,  (except  the  wages  of  the  supervisors 
and  assessors,  which  shall  be  paid  as  the  contingent  charges  of  the 
county,  in  like  manner  as  is  herein  before  directed),  shall  be  paid  by  the 
said  agent  or  either  of  his  assistants;  which  shall  be  allowed  as  contin- 
gent expences  in  the  execution  of  his  office.  That  the  said  supply  of 
provisions  last  mentioned,  shall  be  considered  as  a  part  of  the  quota  of 
provisions  required  of  this  State  by  congress  as  aforesaid;  and  that  if 
the  said  supply  of  flour  or  wheat,  last  mentioned,  shall  be  sufficient  to 
make  up  the  deficiencies  in  the  assessments  first  herein  before  men- 
tioned, it  shall  not  be  lawful,  for  the  said  agent  or  either  of  his  assist- 
ants to  make  any  farther  purchases  or  flour  or  wheat  upon  the  account 
or  credit  of  this  State. 
ProTlfo  as  And  whereas  a  requisition  hath  been  made  upon  this  State,  by  the 
t?oD%r*"*"  committee  of  congress  aforesaid,  for  six  hundred  draft  horses,  and  in 
dri^  consequence  thereof  agents  have  been  imployed  in  the  different  parts 
**  of  the  State  to  purchase  horses  upon  the  credit  of  this  State,  upon  prices 

to  be  ascertained  agreeable  to  the  value  of  the  said  new  bills;  and  the 
said  agents  have  been  respectively  furnished  with  certificates  signed  by 
the  treasurer  of  this  State,  with  blanks  as  to  the  names  of  the  persons 
to  whom  they  shall  be  given,  and  as  to  the  sums  and  dates  by  the  tenor 
of  which  certificates  the  said  several  persons  to  whom  they  shall  be  given 
or  their  assigns,  will  be  intitled  to  receive,  from  the  treasury  of  this  State 
after  the  expiration  of  six  months  from  the  respective  dates  of  the  said 
certificates,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  the 
sums  therein  expressed,  in  gold  or  silver,  or  the  said  new  bills  and,  at 
any  time  until  paid,  to  be  receivable  in  payment  for  taxes,  at  the  same 
rate  with  the  said  new  bills. 
Purchase,  XIX.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  pur- 
aaSnSr  chases  of  horses  by  the  said  several  agents  upon  the  credit  and  account 
leffaiixed.  of  this  State,  the  signing  of  the  said  certificates  by  the  treasurer,  and 
the  compleating  thereof  by  filling  up  the  said  blanks  by  the  said  agents 
respectively,  are  hereby  confirmed  and  declared  legal.     That  it  shall  be 


horses. 
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lawful  for  any  collector,  within  this  State,  to  receive  in  payment  for 
taxes  any  certificate,  of  the  tenor  aforesaid,  signed  by  the  treasurer,  at 
the  same  rate  with  the  said  new  bills,  in  like  manner  as  is  herein  before 
directed  with  respect  to  certificates  from  the  agent,  to  be  appointed  in 
pursuance  of  this  act  to  procure  supplies.  That  the  said  several  agents 
shall  from  time  to  time  deliver,  or  cause  to  be  delivered,  the  horses  to  be  ' 
by  them  respectively  purchased  to  the  deputy  quarter  master  general  of 
the  army  of  the  United  States,  within  this  State,  or  to  such  person  as  shall 
be  properly  authorized  to  receive  the  same  in  behalf  of  the  United  * 
States.  That  the  said  several  agents  shall  be  allowed,  besides  their  re- 
spective actual  expences,  and  the  incidental  charges  of,  purchasing  and 
collecting  the  said  horses,  and  keeping  and  subsisting  them  until  they 
shall  be  delivered,  for  their  respective  services,  in  purchasing  the  said 
horses,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  of  the  said  new  bills  for  each  horse 
they  shall  respectively  purchase.  That  the  said  several  agents  shall 
make  return,  to  the  treasurer  of  this  State,  of  their  respective  purchases, 
to  contain  the  names  of  the  several  persons  to  whom  such  certificates 
ihall  be  given,  and  the  sum  expressed  in  each  certificate.  That  the  said 
several  persons  shall  be  intitled  to  receive  from  the  treasury,  and  the 
treasurer  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  pay  the  same,  out  of  any 
monies  which  may  then  be  in  the  treasury,  the  amount  of  their  accounts 
of  expences  and  services,  upon  their  being  respectively  audited  by  the 
auditor  general  of  this  State,  who  is  hereby  required  to  charge  the  same 
together,  with  the  amount  of  the  said  purchases,  to  the  account  of  the 
United  States. 


CHAP.  70. 

AN  ACT  for  raising  levies  to  reinforce  the  army  of  the  United 

States. 

Passed  the  24th  of  June,  1780. 

Whereas  a  requisition  hath  been  made  upon  this  State  for  a  number  preamble. 
of  men  to  reinforce  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  rep-  Levies  of 
resented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  ^^^^  Jio^ 
the  same.  That  levies  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  shall  forthwith  after  the  raised, 
passing  of  this  act  be  raised  within  this  State,  in  like  manner,  and  under 
the  same  pains  and  penalties  as  the  troops  raised  for  the  defence  of  the 
frontiers,  are  directed  to  be  raised,  in  and  by  the  act  passed  for  that  pur- 
pose on  the  eleventh  day  of  March  last.     Provided  that  the  classes  to 
be  formed  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  consist  of  fifteen  persons. 
.\nd  provided  that  each  class  shall  after  the  expiration  of  eight  days 
from  the  delivery  of  the  list  thereof,  deliver  the  man  to  be  furnished  by 
such  class  properly  armed  and  accoutred,  any  thing  in  the  said  act  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.     That  the  levies  to  be  raised  in  pursuance  to  be 
of  this  act,  shall  be  arranged  into  corps,  officered,  paid  and  subsisted  j»n-an«fed^ 
and  be  subject  to  the  articles  of  war  in  like  manner  as  is  directed  by  the  command 
said  act.     Provided  that  in  cases  where  appointments  shall  not  be  made  ®'*  ^^^' 
b>'  the  council  of  appointment,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  person  admin- 
istring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  to  require  of  any 
person  being  an  officer  in  the  militia,  to  accept  a  command  in  the  said 
levies,  in  an  equal  or  superior  rank,  to  the  rank  which  such  person  doth 
hold  in  the  militia;  and  if  such  militia  officer  shall  refuse  to  accept  such 
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command,  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  disobedience  of  orders;  and 
that  any  person  who  shall  be  appointed  an  officer  in  the  said  levies,  and 
shall  accept  of  the  commission  to  which  he  shall  be  so  appointed,  and 
any  militia  officer  who  shall  be  required  to  accept  a  command  in  the 
said  levies,  and  shall  accept  thereof,  and  who  shall  be  classed  and  actu- 
ally paid  money  for  a  recruit  in  the  said  levies,  such  persons  shall  re- 
spectively be  entitled  to  receive,  and  be  reimbursed  from  the  treasury  of 
this  State  the  sums  so  by  them  respectively  paid,  upon  their  respectively 
producing  an  account  thereof  to  the  treasurer,  sworn  to  before  any  justice 
of  the  peace  within  this  State,  and  the  treasurer  is  hereby  required  to 
pay  such  accounts,  out  of  any  monies  which  may  be  in  the  treasury'. 
Term  of      That  the  said  levies  shall  continue  in  service  for  the  term  of  three 
serv  ce.       months  from  the  time  of  their  appearing  at  the  respective  places  of  ren- 
Contingent  dezvous,  unless  sooner  discharged.     That  the  contingent  expences  of 
expeoses.   cQijec^ing  the  said  levies  and  marching  them  to  the  place  of  rendezvous 
shall  be  paid  agreeable  to  such  accounts  thereof,  as  shall  be  allowed  by 
the  auditor  general  of  this  State,  and  that  the  orders  of  the  person  ad- 
ministring  the  government  of  this  State,  in  consequence  of  which  such 
expence  shall  accrue,  shall  be  sufficient  vouchers  to  the  auditor  general, 
Pav  aud      to  allow  such  accounts.  That  if  fhe  commission  officers  in  the  said  levies 
tence^       shall  not  be  allowed  by  the  United  States,  pay  and  subsistence  equal  to 
the  pay  and  subsistence  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  continental  battal- 
ions, such  deficiency  shall  be  paid  by  the  State,  And  the  auditor  general 
Deserters    is  hereby  authorized  to  allow  the  accounts  thereof.  That  it  shall  be  law- 
judged  to"  ^^^  ^or  courts  martial,  before  whom  any  private,  belonging,  to  the  lev- 
serve  in  u.  ies  raised  by  virtue  of  the  act  above  mentioned,  or,  to  the  levies  to  be 
.  army.     j.^|gg^  ^y  yirtue  of  this  act  shall  be  tried  for  desertion,  and  shall  be 
convicted  thereof,  to  adjudge,  in  their  discretion  such  deserter  to  serve 
in  the  continental  battalions,  raised  under  the  direction  of  this  State,  for 
such  time  as  such  court  martial  shall  judge  proper ,  and  such  person 
shall  from  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  of  his  service  in  the  said 
levies  respectively,  be  deemed  a3  belonging  to  the  said  battalions,  and 
shall  serve  therein  for  the  time  so  to  be  adjudged.     That  if  any  person 
shall  desert  from  the  levies  raised  in  pursuance  of  the*  said  act  above 
mentioned,  or  of  this  act,  such  person  shall  and  may  be  apprehended, 
tried  and  punished  for  desertion,  notwithstanding  the  time  for  which  he 
engaged  to  serve  may  have  expired.     That  if  any  private  belonging  to 
the  said  levies  shall  during  the  time  of  his  service  therein,  inlist   in 
either  of  the  continental  battalions  raised  under  the  direction  of  this 
State,  t04serve  during  the  war,  such  private  shall  immediately  thereujKjn 
be  dismissed  from  serving  in  the  said  levies,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive from  the  treasury  of  this  State,  exclusive  of  any  other  emolument  or 
encouragement  which  may  be  given  by  congress,  or  this  State,  twenty 
dollars  of  the  bills  of  the  new  emission,  upon  the  certificate  of   the 
commanding  officer  of  the  battalion  in  which  he  shall  so  inlist. 
Proviso  as       And  whereas  the  intent  and  design  of  this  law  is  not  to  call  for  the 
cS  iaw.°^    actual  services  of  each  or  any  of  the  persons  named  in  the  respective 
classes  to  be  formed  under  the  same,  but  will  operate  as  a  mode  in  ease 
of  the  treasury  of  this  State,  to  raise  a  sufficient  bounty  to  procure  the 
said  levies,  to  which  bounty  all  persons  subject  to  tax  in  this  State  ought 
to  contribute. 
Tax  on  Be  it  therefore  furtJur  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  su- 

Qua  ers.  pgr^jsor  of  each  town  manor  district  or  precinct  shall  forthwith  after 
the  passing  of  this  act  make  out  a  warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal  to  the 
collector  of  the  town  manor  district  or  precinct,  requiring  him  to  levy 
by  distress  and  sale  of  goods  and  chattels  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dol- 
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lars  from  each  male  inhabitant  of  the  people  called  Quakers  of  the  age 
of  sixteen  years  and  upwards,  resident  within  the  town  manor  district 
or  precinct,  being  a  freeholder,  and  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty' 
dollars  from  each  of  the  said  inhabitants,  not  being  a  freeholder,  and  to 
pay  the  same  when  collected,  after  retaining  thereout,  a  poundage  of  one 
shilling  in  the  pound  for  his  services  in  collecting  the  said  tax,  into  the 
hands  of  the  said  supervisor,  to  be  by  him  paid  to  the  order  of  the  per- 
son administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being.    That  Recruiting 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  person  administring  the  government  to  ap-  r**'fve\^x 
point  recruiting  officers  to  receive  the  said  monies,  and  with  the  same  to 
raise  recruits  for  the  said  levies,  agreeable  to  the  orders  of  the  person  said 
administring  the  government  of  the  State  for  the  time  being,  and  that 
the  said  recruiting  officers  shall  account  for  the  expenditure  of  the  said 
monies  by  them  respectively  received,  to  the  auditor  general  of  this 
State,  or  to  such  other  person  as  the  person  administring  the  govern- 
ment of  this  State  for  the  time  being  shall  occasionally  authorize  for  the 
purpose,  or  in  default  thereof  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  disobedience  of 
orders,  and  subject  at  any  time  to  be  tried  for  the  same  by  a  court  mar- 
tial to  be  appointed  for  the  purpose.     That  the  captains  of  the  respec-  captains 
tive  beats  shall  return  to  the  collector  of  the  town  manor  district  or  J^^^" JJ 
precinct  the  names  of  all  such  male  inhabitants  of  the  people  called  Quakers  to 
Quakers  exempted  from  being  classed,  and  resident  within  the  respective  <^*'®c*^"' 
beats,  distinguishing  according  to  such  knowledge  as  the  said  captains 
shall  respectively  have  thereof,  between  such  of  the  said  inhabitants  as 
are  freeholders,  and  such  as  are  not,  and  the  collector  shall  levy  the 
said  tax,  agreeable  to,  and  within  ten  days  after  the  receipt  of  such  re- 
turn.    That  if  any  of  the  said  inhabitants,  under  the  age  of  twenty  one 
years  shall  be  resident  with  his  father  or  mother,  or  master  or  mistress, 
that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  collector  in  such  case  to  distrain  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  the  father  or  mother,  master  or  mistress,  as  the  case  may 
be;  and  that  the  collectors  may  receive  from  each  person  subject  to  pay 
the  same,  gold  or  silver,  in  lieu  of  the  sum  to  be  levied  from  such  per- 
son, at  the  rate  of  one  Spanish  milled  dollar  for  forty  dollars  of  paper 
currency. 


CHAP.  71. 

AN  ACT  granting  to  Henry  Guest  the  exclusive  right  of  manu- 
facturing and  vending  a  certain  species  of  blubber  and   oyl 
within  this  State. 

Passed  the  30th  of  June,  1780. 

Whereas  Henry  Guest  of  New  Brunswick  in  the  State  of  New  Jer-  Preamble, 
sey  by  his  petition  presented  to  the  legislature  of  this  State  set  forth, 
that  he  hath  by  much  expence  and  labour  discovered  ingredients  for 
making  a  certain  species  of  blubber  and  oyl  proper  for  currying  and 
dressing  of  leather,  and  that  this  State  abounds  with  the  said  ingredi- 
ents and  prayed  that  he  might  have  the  benefit  of  such  discovery,  by 
having  a  grant  of  the  exclusive  right  of  making  and  vending  the  said 
blubber  and  oyl  within  this  State,  for  the  space  of  five  years.  The  legis- 
lature of  this  State  having  taken  the  said  petition  into  their  considera- 
tion, and  being  willing  to  give  all  due  encouragement  to  useful  discov- 
eries have  determined  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition. 
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Bxcluslve       Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  repre- 
make  and  Rented  in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  cntthority  of 
be? and*on  ^^^^  ^^^^y  That  there  shall  be  and  is  hereby  granted  to  the  said  Henry 
for  dress-    Guest  and  his  assigns  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  making  and  vending 
Lrailted^cf  within  this  State,  for  the  space  of  five  years  from  the  day  of  the  passing 
Henry        of  this  act,  such  blubber  and  oyl,  or  a  substitute  for  blubber  and  oyl  fit 
and  proper  for  the  currying  and  dressing  of  leather,  to  be  made  out  of 
the  materials  so  discovered  by  the  said  Henry  Guest.     And  if  any  per- 
son or  persons  shall  presume  to  make  or  vend  any  such  blubber  or  oyl, 
or  a  substitute  for  blubber  or  oyl,  of  the  ingredients  aforesaid,  within 
this  State  for  th^  term  aforesaid,  without  the  consent  of  the  said  Henry 
Guest  or  his  assigns,  such  person  or  persons  shall  forfeit  treble  the  value 
of  such  blubber  or  oyl  or  substitute  for  blubber  or  oyl,  so  made  or 
vended  without  the  'consent  of  the  said  Henry  Guest  or  his  assigns,  to 
the  said  Henry  Guest  or  his  assigns,  to  be  recovered  by  him  or  them 
respectively,  in  an  action  of  debt  with  costs  of  suit,  to  be  commenced  in 
his  or  their  names  respectively,  in  any  court  of  record  within  this  State. 
Proviso  as       Provided  nevertheless  that  the  grant  hereby  made  shall  not  take  ef- 
Uon^etc^  feet  until  the  said  Henry  Guest  shall  have  filed  in  the  secretary's  office 
to  be  filed  in  this  State,  a  writing  containing  the  names  and  descriptions  of  the  ma- 
tary's         terials  aforesaid,  and  the  method  and  process  of  making  such  blubber 
office.         ^^^  Qyi^  Q^  ^  substitute  for  blubber  and  oyl;  nor  until  the  said  Henry 
Guest  shall  have  a  manufactory  erected  for  the  purpose,  and  shall  have 
made  such  blubber  or  oyl.  or  a  substitute  for  blubber  or  oyl,  of  the 
materials  aforesaid,  within  this  State. 


CHAP.  72. 

A  SUPPLEMENTARY  ACT  to  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  approv- 
*'  ing  of  the  act  of  congress  of  the  eighteenth  day  of  March  one 
"thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  relative  to  the  finances 
"of  the  United  States,  and  making  provision  for  redeeming  the 
"  proportion  of  this  State  of  the  bills  of  credit  to  be  emitted  in 
"pursuance  of  the  said  acts  of  congress." 

Passed  the  30th  of  June,  1780. 

Treasurer        Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in 
biiiTof  ^*    Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 
credu         That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  treasurer,  of  this  State,  to  receive  from  any 
pay  Mine    person,  who  will  voluntarily  deposit  the  same  into  the  treasury  fqr  the 
quS?a  of'    purpose,  at  any  time  before  the  first  day  of  September  next,  any  sum  or 
lax,  etc.      sums,  consisting  in  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  the  authority  of  congress, 
and  in  circulation  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  March  last,  and  to  pay  the 
same,  as  part  of  the  quota  of  the  tax  of  this  State,  into  the  loan  office,  of 
the  United  States,  within  this  State,  and  receive  new  bills  for  the  same, 
in  like  manner  as  is  directed  in  the  said  act  with  respect  to  monies  to  be 
paid  into  the  treasury  arising  from  taxes,  and  to  repay  to  the  person   so 
depositing  monies,  the  amount  of  the  sum  deposited  in  the  said  new- 
bills,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  of   the  said  new  bills    for  forty  dollars 
of  the  bills  deposited.     And    further  that    it  shall  be  lawful  for   the 
treasurer,  from  time  to  time,  at  any  time  before  the  first  day  of  Sep- 
tember next,  whenever  any  such  new  bills  shall  be  in  the  treasury, 
to  e  xchange  the  same   for  bills,  so    in  circulation'  as  aforesaid,   and 
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at  the  rate  aforesaid,  with  any  person  who  shall  apply  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  to  pay  the  said  bills,  so  to  be  received  into  the  treasury  in  ex- 
change, into  the  said  loan  office,  as  part  of  the  quota  of  the  tax  of  this 
State,  and  receive  new  bills  for  the  same  in  manner  aforesaid  ;  so  as  the 
interest  accrued  on  such  new  bills  at  the  time  when  they  shall  be  ex- 
changed, shall  be  computed  thereon.  And  provided  further  that  noth- 
ing herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  authorize  the  treasurer  to  pay 
into  the  said  loan  office  a  sum  to  exceed  in  the  whole  the  amount  of 
ten  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  or  to  receive  any  monies  into 
the  treasury  as  deposits,  or  to  exchange  any  bills,  in  manner  as  aforesaid, 
after  he  has  paid  into  the  said  loan  office  to  the  amount  of  the  said  sum 
of  ten  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  And  provided  further 
that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  appropriate  the 
amount  of  the  monies  to  arise  from  the  sales  of  forfeited  lands,  to  any 
other  use  or  purpose,  than  the  same  are  appropriated  to  by  the  said  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  new  NewbiUaa 
bills  shall  be  and  hereby  are  declared  to  be  a  legal  tender  in  all  cases  ^^f  ^° 
whatsoever,  at  the  rate  of  eight  shillings  lawful  money  of  this  State  for 
each  dollar  expressed  on  the  face  of  the  said  bills  respectively,  and  that 
in  all  cases  where  such  new  bills  shall  be  lawfully  tendered,  and  upon 
such  tender  shall  be  refused,  such  tender  shall  be  deemed  a  payment, 
and  in  all  suits  at  law  may  be  given  in  evidence  upon  a  plea  of  payment 

And  whereas  \kie  xxiQ%\.  zxcv^Xe  funds  are  provided  for  redeeming  theProTisoas 
said  new  bills,  and  therefore  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  they  would  tSmptg  to 
preserve  their  credit,  unless  it  should  be  injured  by  undue  means.     ^«^depr^iiae 
whereas  it  is  probable  that  the  enemy  will  attempt  to  depreciate  the  said  "^'^ 
new  bills,  and  will  particularly  for  that  purpose  employ  emissaries  to 
purchase  gold  or  silver  with  the  said  new  bills,  and  to  give  a  greater 
nominal  sum  in  the  said  new  bills,  for  a  less  nominal  sum  in  gold,  or  sil- 
ver, or  to  purchase  the  said  new  bills  with  gold  or  silver,  and  give  a 
greater  nominal  sum  in  the  said  new  bills  for  a  less  nominal  sum  in  gold 
or  silver;  or  to  purchase  merchandise  or  produce,  and  give  a  greater 
price  for  the  same  in  the  said  new  bills,  than  the  current  price  in  gold  or 
silver,  for  the  prevention  whereof 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  person  crnlawlul 
shall  offer,  give,  pay,  or  take  a  less  nominal  sum  in  gold  or  silver,  accord-  ^^ef piy, 
ing  to  the  rates  at  which  gold  or  silver  usually  pass  within  this  State,  for  etc./aieas 
a  greater  nominal  sum  in  the  said  new  bills,  or  shall  receive  in  payment  eum  in 
for  any  merchandise,  produce,  or  other  matter  or  thing  sold,  a  greater  |2J**^p***" 
nominal  price  in  the  said  new  bills  than  the  current  price  in  gold  or  silver,  said  new 
the  person  so  offending,  shall  for  each  offence  forfeit  double  the  value  of  *^***'* 
the  sum  so  offered,  given  or* taken,  or  double  the  value  of  the  merchandise, 
produce  or  other  matter  or  thing  sold  as  the  case  may  be,  the  one  moiety 
to  the  prosecutor  and  the  other  to  the  people  of  this  State,  to  be  recov- 
ered with  costs,  if  under  the  value  of  five  pounds,  of  the  said  new  bills, 
in  a  summary  way,  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  where 
the  offence  may  happen,  and  if  exceeding  five  pounds  as  aforesaid,  in 
any  court  of  record  within  this  State,  by  any  person   who  will  sue  for 
the  same,  and  shall  moreover  be  deemed  to  have  committed  an  offence 
against  the  people  of  this  State,  and  shall  be  punished  for  the  same  by 
fine  and  imprisonment,  in  the  direction  of  the  court  before  whom  the 
conviction  shall  be  had;  and  the  courts  of  general  or  quarter  sessions  of 
the  peace  shall  have  cognizance  of  the  said  offence.     And  further,  that 
where  any  prices  are  ascertained  or  allowed  by  law,  such  prices  shall  be 
deemed  the  current  prices  in  gold  and  silver. 
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CHAP.  73. 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  certain  monies  taken  on 

loan  by  this  State. 

Passed  the  30th  of  June,  1780. 

Whereas  congress  by  act  of  the  nineteenth  day  of  May  last,  did  make 
a  requisition  upon  this  State  for  mon^ies;  and  in  order  to  raise  the  same 
subscriptions  have  been  opened  in  several  parts  of  the  State. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre- 
sented in  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  treasurer  to  receive  in  the  treas- 
ury of  this  State  the  monies  so  subscribed  as  aforesaid,  and  to  pay  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  United  States,  or  his  order,  of  the  said  monies  a  sum 
not  exceeding  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  eighty  five  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  That  the  treasurer  shall  as  soon  as  conven- 
iently may  be  cause  a  competent  number  of  certificates  to  be  printed  of 
the  form  following  that  is  to  say  —  State  of  New  York,  ss.  This  cer- 
tificate will  entitle  or  assign?  to  receive  from  th^  treasury  of 
this  State  after  the  expiration  of  six  months  from  the  date  hereof  a  sum 
equal  to  the  present  actual  value  of  Continental  dollars,  with  the  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  and  this  certificate  shall  at 
any  time  until  paid  be  receivable  from  the  said  in  payment  upon 
the  purchases  of  forfeited  lands  for  the  amount  of  the  above  mentioned 
sum  with  the  interest  thereof.  Dated  the  fifth  day  of  June,  one  thous- 
and seven  hundred  and  eighty. 

That  the  said  certificates  shall  be  printed  in  such  manner,  and  with 
such  devices  as  the  treasurer  shall  deem  most  proper  to  prevent  coun- 
terfeits,—  that  the  treasurer  having  subscribed  the  said  certificates  and 
compleated  the  same,  by  inserting  therein  respectively  the  respective 
sums  which  from  the  subscription  rolls  shall  appear  to  have  been  sub- 
scribed by,  and  the  names  of  the  several  subscribers,  shall  forthwith 
thereafter  cause  the  several  persons  who  conducted  the  said  subscrip- 
tion, to  be  furnished  with  the  certificates  for  the  several  subscribers 
and  the  treasurer  shall  receive  from  the  several  persons  to  whom  the 
same  shall  be  given,  the  said  certificates  in  the  treasury  for  the  amount 
of  the  principal  and  interest  thereof,  in  payment  upon  the  sales  of  for- 
feited lands. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  treas- 
urer, until  the  legislature  shall  make  other  provision  for  the  payment  of 
the  said  certificates,  shall  out  of  any  monies  which  shall  then  be  in  the 
treasury,  whether  arising  from  the  sales  of  confiscated  lands  or  taxes, 
pay  such  of  the  said  certificates  as  shall  become  due,  and  payment 
whereof  shall  be  required. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  treas- 
urer shall  out  of  any  monies  which  may  be  in  the  treasury,  pay  to  the 
several  persons  who  have  conducted  the  said  subscription,  their  respect- 
ive expences  in  the  execution  of  the  said  business,  agreeable  to  such 
accounts  as  they  shall  respectively  produce,  sworn  to  before  any  justice 
ol  the  peace  within  this  State. 
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CHAP.  74. 

AN  ACT  to  provide  pasturage  for  the  use  of  the  army. 

Passed  the  30th  of  June,  1780. 

Whereas  great  abuses  have  been  committed  in  procuring  pasturage  preamble, 
for  the  use  of  the  army,  and  in  order  that  the  same  may  in  future  be 
more  effectually  provided,  and  in  a  way  least  oppressive  to  the  subjects 
of  this  State. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in  Proceed- 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  ISSs^diS?' 
That  upon  application  of  the  quarter  master  general,  or  either  of  his  tures  for 
deputies  to  any  justice  of  the  peace,  or  in  case  there  shall  be  no  justice,  ^yf  '*** 
the  supervisor,  residing  in  any  town  manor  district  or  precinct  within 
this  State  for  pasture  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  at  the  same  time 
acquainting  him  with  the  number  of  horses,  or  cattle  for  which  pasture  is 
required,  the  time  when  and  how  long  the  same  will  be  wanted,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  such  justice,  or  supervisor,  as  the  case  may  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  forthwith  to  issue  his  warrant, 
or  warrants,  to  any  two  reputable  freeholders  residing  in  such  town,   ' 
manor,  precinct,  or  district,  to  impress  within  the  same,  as  many  pastures, 
as  they  may  judge,  sufficient,  of  and  from  such  of  its  inhabitants,  who  in 
their  judgment  can  or  may  with  the  least  damage  spare  the  same,  and 
at  the  same  time  appraise  the  value  of  the  use  of  the  said  pastures 
respectively,  for  the  time  that  the  same  shall  be  impressed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  freehold-  impress  to 
ers  so  to  be  appointe  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  make  such  ? ®eeiu5d-^^ 
impress  and  appraisement,  and  shall  deliver  to  the  owner  of  the  said  «"■»  ^'c- 
pasture  or  leave  at  his  or  her  usual  place  of  abode  an  account  in  writ- 
ing specifying   the  same,  and  immediately  thereafter   return  to   such 
justice  or  supervisor  as  the  case  may  be  the  number  of  pastures  by 
them  impressed,  their  situation,  appraisement  name  of  the  owner,  and 
the  number  of  horses,  or  cattle,  which  they  may  severally  pasture,  which 
return  shall  be  ready  to  be  delivered  by  such  justice,  or  supervisor,  to 
the  quarter  master  general,  his  deputy  or  assistant,  when  called  for,  and 
the  said  quarter  master  general,  or  his  deputy  shall  pay  to  the  respective  Payment 
owners  of  such  pastures  the  sum  at  which  the  same  shall  have  been  made, 
apppraised,  and  the  said  quarter  master  general  or  his  deputy  shall 
likewise  pay  such  damages  as  may  be  sustained  by  any  person  or  per- 
sons \^hatsoever,  upon  the  account  of  the  said  horses  and  cattle  break- 
ing out  of  the  said  pastures  into  their  inclosures,  to  be  appraised  by  two 
reputable  freeholders  for  that  purpose  appointed  by  a  justice  of  the 
peace  or  the  supervisor  of  the  place,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  the  said 
quarter  master  general  or  his  deputy,  shall  pay  to  the  persons  making 
the  impress  and  appraisement  as  above  directed,  and   likewise  to  the 
persons  making  appraisement  of  damages,  a  reasonable  reward  for  their 
services,  and  shall  likewise  pay  to  the  justice  or  supervisor,  as  the  case  Aiiow- 
may  be,  for  each  warrant  to  be  issued  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  the  jJatlcOT, 
otljer  necessary  service  attending  the  same,  the  sum  of  six  shillings  in  etc* 
bills  of  the  new  emission,  or  thirty  dollars  in  continent<}l  currency,  and 
if  any  person  to  whom  such  warrant  shall  be  directed  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  to  execute  the  same,  they  or  either  of  them  shall  for  each  offence 
forfeit  the  ^um  of  ten  pounds  to  be  recovered  in  a  summary  way  before 
any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  where  the  same  shall  happen,  the 
one-half  to  the  poor  of  the  place  where  the  same  shall  happen,  and  the 
other  to  the  quarter  master  general,  or  deputy  prosecuting  for  the  same. 

36 
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Persons  to 
be  deemed 
spies  and 


CHAP.  75. 

AN  ACT  subjecting  all  persons  who  shall  come  out  from  the 
enemy  and  secretly  lurk  in  any  part  of  this  State  to  tryals  by 
courts  martial  as  spies. 

Passed  the  30th  of  June,  1780. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  t/ie  State  of  'Neu>  York,  represented 
in  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  /lereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the 
&  courts^  J^^^,  That  every  person  who  having  adhered  to  the  enemy,  shail  come 
martial,  out  from  the  enemy,  and  secretly  lurk  in  any  part  of  this  State,  shall  be 
deemed  a  spy,  and  as  such  shall,  upon  being  apprehended,  be  tried  by 
a  court  martial  according  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  shall 
upon  conviction,  suffer  death,  or  such  other  punishment,  as  a  court- 
martial  shall  adjudge.  That  where  any  such  person  shall  be  tried  and 
convicted  by  a  court  martial,  consisting  of  officers  of  the  militia  of  this 
State,  not  actually  in  service,  in  the  field,  and  shall  be  sentenced  to 
death,  or  other  corporal  punishment,  the  sheriff  of  the  county  where 
such  court  martial  shall  be  held,  shall  have  the  custody  of  such  person, 
from  or  after  his  or  her  conviction;  and  shall  cause  the  sentence  of  such 
court-martial  to  be  executed,  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  to  him  for  the  pur- 
pose, from  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the 
time  being. 


Preamble. 


Wives  of 
persons 
who  have 
Joined  the 
enemy 
warned  to 
depart. 


After 

twenty 

days  to  be , 

without 

protection, 

etc. 


c^AP.  7©. 

AN  ACT  for  the  removal  of  the  families  of  persons  who  have 

joined  the  enemy. 

Passed  the  ist  of  July,  17S0. 

Whereas  many  and  great  mischiefs  do  arise  by  permitting  the  fami- 
lies of  persons  who  have  joined  the  enemy,  to  remain  at  their  respective 
habitations,  inasmuch  as  such  persons  frequently  come  out  in  a  private 
manner,  to  gain  intelligence,  commit  robberies,  thefts  and  murders,  upon 
the  good  people  of  this  State,  and  are  concealed  and  comforted  by  their 
respective  families 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  repre- 
sented in  Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
t/ie  same,  That  the  justices  of  the  peace  resident  in  each  ward,  town, 
manor,  precinct  and  district,  within  this  State,  shall  notify  the  wives  of 
all  such  persons  as  aforesaid,  that  they  depart  this  State  within  twenty 
days  after  such  notice,  or  repair  to  such  parts  of  it  as  are  within  the 
power  of  the  enemy;  and  at  their  discretion  to  take  with  them  all  or  any 
of  their  children  not  above  the  age  of  twelve  years.  That  for  want  of 
a  justice  of  the  peace  in  any  ward,  town,  manor,  precinct  or  district,  the 
supervisor,  and  for  want  of  a  supervisor,  the  commissioners  for  detect- 
ing and  defeating  Conspiracies,  shall  cause  such  notice  to  be  given*  as 
aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  case  any 
of  the  persons  aforesaid,  shall  after  the  space  of  twenty  days  after  such 
notice,  be  found  in  any  part  of  this  State,  they  shall  and  are  hereby 
declared  to  be  out  of  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  this  State ;  and  shall 
be  liable  to  be  proceeded  against  as  enemies  of  this  and  the  United  States. 
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Provided  nevertheless  that  this  law  shall  not  Extend  to  afifect  such  of  Proviso  as 
the  said  persons  as  shall  procure  permits  to  remain  at  their  respective  pr(?curing 
habitations,  from  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  any  three  of  the  commis«  po^n^*^- 
sioners  for  detecting  and  defeating  conspiracies,  within  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  several  In  forma- 
justices  of  the  peace,  or  supervisor,  as  aforesaid  shall  immediately  after  given  to  ^ 
notice  shall  be  given  to  the  several  persons  aforesaid,  to  depart  this  ^oaru  of 
State  give  information  to  some  one  board  of  commissioners  as  aforesaid,  sionare. 
of  all  such  persons  as  aforesaid,  together  with  the  characters  of  the  said 
persons  respectively ;   and  the  said  commissioners  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  give  permits  as  aforesaid  to  any  of  the  said  persons,  which  they 
ma/  esteem  to  be  of  good  character,  and  not  dangerous  to  the  liberties 
and  independence  of  this  and  the  United  States. 


CHAP.  77. 

AN   ACT  to    revive  and  amend  an  act  entitled   An  act   more 
effectually  to  prevent  robberies  within  this  State. 

Passed  the  ist  of  July,  1780. 

Whereas  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  more  effectually  to  prevent  rob-  preamble, 
beries  within  this  State"  hath  expired  by  its  own  limitation;   and  it  is 
conceived  necessary  to  revive  the  same. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  Act  named 
represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  revived. 
of  the  same^  That  the  said  act  entitled  An  act  more  effectually  to 
prevent  robberies  within  this  State,  passed  the  fifteenth  day  of  October, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  is  hereby  revived  and 
continued,  and  the  same  and  every  matter  therein  contained  is  declared 
to  be  in  full  force. 

And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen,  whether  the  aforesaid  act  could  be 
construed  to  extend  to  the  crime  of  horse  stealing 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  taking  away,  ^^t  to  ex- 
or  stealing  of  any  horse  mare  or  gelding,  or  neat  cattle,  either  in  the  night  ^nd  to 
or  in  the  day,  is  hereby  declared  to  be  within  the  meaning  of  the  first  steaUnK. 
paragraph  or  clause  in  the  said  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  justices  ijstof  per- 
supervisor  and  assessors,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  instead  of  making,  JJ^^jJ^fl 
"  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  the  persons  in  the  town,  manor,  precinct  or  fected.etc, 
district  who  hive  not  manifested  themselves  attached  to  the  liberty  and  ^o**®™*<^® 
independence  of  America,"  as  is  directed  in  and  by  the  second  clause 
or  section  of  the  aforesaid  act,  shall  make  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons in  the  said  town  manor  precinct  or  district,  who  in  the  judgment 
of  the  said  justices,  supervisor  and  assessors,  founded  on  the  conduct 
and  character  of  such  persons  are  disaffected  to  the  liberty  and  inde- 
{>endence  of  America,  and  especially  of  all  such  disaffected  persons 
whose  spn  or  sons  have  gone  to  or  joined  the  enemy. 
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CHAP.  78. 

AN  ACT  to  compleat  the  continental  battalions,  raised  under 
the  direction  of  this  State. 

Passed  the  ist  of  July,  1780. 

Lawful  for      ^^  ^^  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in 
privates      Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same  j 
enHst  in*^    That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  private  belonging  to  the  levies  raised  in 
Snental      pursuance  of  the  act  for  raising  levies  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers, 
battalions;  passed  the  nth  day  of  March  last,  or  to  the  levies  raised  in  pursuAnce 
bounties     q£  ^^  ^^^  £qj.  raising  levies  to  reinforce  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
passed  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June  instant,  to  inlist  in  either  of  the 
Continental  battalions  raised  under  the  direction  of  this  State,  and  to 
serve  until  the  fifteenth  day  of  December  next,  and  that  the  privates  so 
inlisting  shall  exclusive  of  their  pay  and  rations  be  entitled  to  the  fol- 
lowing bounties  in  wheat,  that  is  to  say,  such   private  who  shall  so 
inlist  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  August  next  ten  bushels  of  wheat  — 
and  each  private  who  shall  so  inlist  after  the  first  day  of  August  at  the 
rate  of  one  bushel  and  an  half  of  wheat  —  for  each  month  he  shall  serve 
in  the  said  battalions  — 

And  in  order  that  this  said  bounty  may  be  punctually  paid  — 
Certifloate       ^^  ii  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  private  so 
fleered Vo    i^^^^ting  shall  produce  and  deliver  a  certificate  to  any  justice  of  the 
justice  of    peace  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  battalion  in  whicK  such  pri- 
itc.^**^^'  ^^'^  shall  have  served,  purporting  that  such  person  did  inlist  from  the 
said  levies  and  specifying  the  time  when  he  did  inlist,  and  that  he  served 
Wnirantof  in  the  said  battalion  until  the  expiration  of  the  term  aforesaid  —  That 
t™K*^      such   certificate  shall   be  transmitted   by  such   justice  to   the   person 
granted  by  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  who  shall 
governor,    thereupon  grant  a  warrant  of  impress  to  the  said  person  authorizing 
him  to  impress  the  quantity  of  wheat  to  which  he  shall  be  entitled  from 
any  person  whom  the  said  justice  shall  deem  can  conveniently  spare  the 
same  and  whose  name  shall  be  endorsed  on  the  warrant  by  the  said 
Pajrment to  justice  —  That  the  person  from  whom  such  wheat  shall  be  impressed, 
e  made.    ^2\\  upon  producing  such  warrant,  with  a  receipt  thereon,  endorsed 
for  the  quantity  of  wheat  therein  mentioned,  be  intitled  to  receive  from 
the  collector  of  the  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct  or  the  treasurer  of 
the  county,  at   the  rate  of  twelve  shillings,  in  bills  of  the  new  emis- 
sion for  each  bushel  of  wheat  so  impressed,  and  the  collector  or  county- 
treasurer  are  hereby  required  to  pay  the  same,  out  of  any  monies  which 
they  may  then  have  in  hands,  collected  or  received  for  taxes. 
Defl-  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  deficien- 

fevi'^tobe  cies  which  may  arise  in  the  said  levies  by  reason  of  inlistmentsfrom  the 
b**draf?  Same  or  otherwise,  shall  from  time  to  time  be  made  up  by  drafts  or  de- 
from  tachments  from  the  militia  and  from  such   regiments  and  companies 

militia.  and  in  such  manner  as  the  person  administring  the  government  for  the 
time  being,  shall  deem  most  expedient;  and  each  person  who  shall  be  so 
drafted  or  detached  from  the  militia  shall  be  intitled  to  a  bounty  of 
one  and  an  half  bushels  of  wheat  for  each  month  he  shall  serve  in  the 
said  levies,  to  be  paid  upon  the  certificate  of  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  regiment,  in  which  he  shall  so  serve,  in  like  manner  as  is  above  di- 
rected; and  shall  morover  upon  his  inlisting  in  either  of  the  said  Con- 
tinental battalions  to  serve  until  the  said  fifteenth  day  of  December,  be 
intitled  to  the  bounty  granted  in  such  cases. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  person  Legal  re- 
to  inlist  in  the  said  battalions  as  aforesaid,  shall  before  the  said  fifteenth  fwM  of*' 
day   of  December    die   while   in  service,    the  legal   representative  of  deceased 
such  person  shall  be  intitled  to  the  said  respective  bounties,  in  like  man-  titled  to 
ner  as  the  said  person  would  have  been,  if  he  had  not  so  died ;  and  also  ^'O"'^^*®^- 
that  if  any  person  so  to  inlist  as  aforesaid,  shall  before  the  said  fifteenth 
day  of  December,  be  rendered  incapable  of  service,  he  shall  notwithstand- 
ing be  intitled  to  the  said  respective  bounties,  in  like  manner  as  above 
directed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  bounty  Bounty  in- 
of  twenty  dollars  mentioned  in  the  said  act  passed  the  twenty  fourth  of  SfJ^ol-*^ 
June  last,  for  such  person  of  the  said  levies  who  shall  inlist  in  the  said  lars. 
battalions  during  the  war,  shall  be  encreased  to  fifty  dollars. 


CHAP.  79. 

AN  ACT  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  several  officers  of 
government,  and  of  certain  debts  due  from  this  State. 

Passed  the  ist  of  July,  1780. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the.  State  of  New  Yorky  represented  in  Approprl^ 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  tlons. 
That  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  several  officers  and  persons, 
herein  after  mentioned,  the  several  salaries  and  sums  herein  after  speci- 
fied, and  the  treasurer  is  hereby  required  to  pay  the  same  accordingly, 
that  is  to  say — 

To  his  excellency  the  governor,  for  administring  the  government  of  To  gover- 
this  State  from  the  first  Monday  in  July  last,  to  the  first  Monday  in  "^'' 
July  then  next,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  two  thousand  pounds  per  annum — 

To  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time 
being,  to  defray  the  incidental  charges  which  may  arise  in  and  about 
administring  the  government  such  a  sum  or  sums  as  he  shall  from  time 
to  time  require,  not  to  exceed  in  the  whole  the  amount  of  one  thousand 
pounds — 

To  the  person,  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time 
being,  such  sum  or  sums  as  he  shall  from  time  to  time,  by  warrants  un- 
der his  hand  and  the  privy  seal  of  the  State,  draw  from  the  treasury 
for  the  purpose  of  paying,  subsisting,  and  defraying  the  contingent  ex- 
pences,  of  such  of  the  militia,  who  have  heretofore  been  in  service  and 
remain  unpaid,  and  of  such  who  shall  hereafter  be  in  service,  and 
until  the  legislature  shall  make  further  provision;  the  pay  and  subsist- 
ence rolls,  and  the  accounts  of  contingencies,  audited  by  the  auditor 
general  of  this  State,  to  be  annexed  to  each  warrant;  and  the  pay  and 
subsistence  to  be  allowed  agreeable  to  the  continental  establishment  at 
the  time  when  service  was  or  shall  be  performed. 

To  the  honorable  James  Duane,  Robert  R.  Livingston,  and  John  Delegates 
Morin  Scott,  Esquires,  delegates  from  this  State  in  congress,  each  the  ^^°" 
sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  on  account,  to  be  transmitted  to  Philadel-       •* 
phia  by  the  treasurer,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  the  passing 
of  this  act,  at  the  risque  and  expence  of  the  State — and  that  one  hundred 
pounds  of  the  said  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds,  be  paid  and  trans- 
mitted to  each  of  the  said  delegates  out  of  the  monies  lately  taken  on 
loan  by  this  State,  any  thing  in  the  act— for  the  payment  of  the  said  mon- 
ies so  taken  on  loan  by  the  State,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,    • 
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To  the  present  delegates  from  this  State  in  congress,  severally,  or 
their  respective  orders,  on  account,  such  sum  or  sums  .as  they  shall  re- 
spectively require,  not  exceeding  the  amount  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  to  each  delegate. 
Chancellor      To  the  honorable  Robert  R.  Livingston  Esquire,  chancellor  of  this 
State,  for  his  services  in  that  station,  from  and  to  the  respective  times 
aforesaid,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  four  hundred  pounds  per  annum. 
Chief  ju8-       To  the  honorable  Richard  Morris  Esquire,  chief  justice  of  this  State, 
for  his  services  in  that  station  from  the  day  of  his  appointment  to  the 
said  office,  and  until  the  first  Monday  in  July  then  next,  at  and  after  the 
rate  of  four  hundred  pounds  per  annum — 
TustT*  ^^  ^^^  honorable  Robert  Yates,  Esquires,  one  of  the  puisne  justices 

of  the  supreme  court  of  this  State,  for  his  services  in  that  station  from 
the  first  Monday  in  July  last  to  the  first  Monday  in  July  then  next,  at 
and  after  the  rate  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  per  annum — 

To  the  honorable  John  Sloss  Hobart  Esquire,  one  other  of  the  puisne 
justices  of  the  supreme  court  of  this  State,  for  his  services  in  that  sta- 
tion, from  and  to  the  respective  times  last  aforesaid,  at  and  after  the  rate 
of  three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  per  annum. — 

To  the  said  Richard  Morris,  Robert  Yates,  and  John  Sloss  Hobart, 
Esquires,  exclusive  of  the  above  salaries,  for  each  and  every  day  they 
have  respectively  attended  or  shall  respectively  attend,  from  and  to  the 
respective  times  aforesaid,  on  the  execution  of  commissions  of  oyer  and 
terminer  and  general  gaol  delivery  in  the  several  counties,  and  be  tra- 
velling for  that  purpose,  each  the  sum  of  twenty  four  shillings  per  day, 
agreeable  to  such  accounts  thereof  as  they  shall  produce  audited  as 
aforesaid — 
Senators         Xo  the  several  members  of  the  senate  and  assembly,  for  each  and  ev- 
bereof    "  ery  day  they  shall  severally  have  attended  in  senate  and  assembly,  dur- 
Assembly.    j^g  ^j^g  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  each  the  sum  of  eight  shil- 
lings; and  for  each  and  every  day  they  shall  be  severally  travelling  from 
their  respective  places  of  abode,  to  the  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  leg- 
islature, and  returning,  each  the  sum  of  twelve  shillings,  agreeable  to 
such  accounts  thereof,  as  they  shall  respectively  produce,  certified  by 
the  president  of  the  senate,  or  speaker  of  the  assembly,  as  the  case  may 
be;  the  account  of  the  president  of  the  senate,  to  be  certified  by  the 
clerk  of  the  senate ;  and  the  account  of  the  speaker  of  the  assembly, 
to  be  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the  assembly. — 
Expenses        To  the  honorable  John  Sloss  Hobart,  Esquire,  fifteen  pounds  twelve 
narae"to*  shillings,  and  to  the  honorable  William  Floyd  and  Israel  L'Hommedieu 
iSente  of     Esquires,  each,  ten  pounds  sixteen  shillings,  for  their  respective  expences 
other         in  attending  at  Hartford  to  meet  with  agents  from  other  States,  pursu- 
states.        ^^^  ^Q  ^  joint  resolution  of  both  houses  passed  in  October  last. — 
Secretary        To  the  honorable  John  Morin  Scott  Esquire,  secretary  of  this  State, 
for  attending  the  session  of  the  legislature  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
laws,  and  for  attending  the  council  of  appointment  from  the  first  Mon- 
day in  July  last  to  the  first  Monday  in  July  then  next,  at  and  after  the 
rate  of  thirty  pounds  per  annum. — 

To  the  said  John  Morin  Scott  Esquire  for  his  services  in  recording 
the  laws,  making  copies  thereof  with  marginal  notes  for  thepress,and  mak- 
ing special  copies  by  direction  of  the  person  administring  the  government 
of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  or  of  the  senate  or  assembly,  and  for 
engrossing  the  minutes  of  the  council  of  appointment,  from  and  to  the 
respective  times  aforesaid,at  the  rate  of  one  shilling  and  six  pence  per  folio, 
each  folio  to  consist  of  one  hundred  and  forty  four  words,  agreeable  to 
such  accounts  thereof  as  he  shall  produce,  audited  as  aforesaid. — 
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To  Comfort  Sands  Esquire  auditor  general  of  this  State,  for  his  ser-  Auditor 
vices  in  that  station,  from  and  to  the  respective  times  aforesaid,  at  and  '^®"®'^*- 
after  the  rate  of  three  hundred  pounds  per  annum. — 

To  the  said  Comfort  Sands  (exclusive  of  the  above  salary  and  until 
the  legislature  shall  make  further  provision)  his  travelling  expences 
while  on  the  business  of  this  State,  the  pay  and  wages  of  occasional 
clerks,  the  rent  of  an  office,  and  the  expence  of  paper  and  books  of 
accounts,  agreeable  to  such  accounts  thereof  as  he  shall  from  time  to 
time  produce,  audited  by  a  joint  committee  of  the  senate  and  assembly 
to  be  appointed  for  the  purpose. — 

To  Stephen  Lush  Esquire  one  of  the  aids  de  camp  to  his  excellency  Aids  de 
the  governor,  the  amount  of  continental  pay  and  rations  as  a  lieutenant  *^*™P- 
colonel,  from  and  to  the  respective  times  aforesaid,  agreeable  to  such 
account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce,  audited  by  the  auditor  general  of 
this  State. — 

To  Robert  Benson  Esquire  the  other  aid  de  camp  to  his  excellency 
the  governor,  the  amount  of  continental  pay  and  rations  as  a  lieutenant 
colonel,  from  and  to  the  respective  times  last  aforesaid  (and  exclusive  of 
the  time  he  shall  be  employed  as  clerk  to  the  senate)  agreeable  to  such   , 
account  thereof,  as  he  shall  produce,  audited  as  last  aforesaid. — 

To  Robert  Benson  Esquire,  clerk  of  the  senate,  for  his  services  in  cierk  of 
that  station,  during  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  twenty  shil-  ■«°*^ 
lings  per  day,  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce, 
certified  by  the  president  of  the  senate. — 

To  the  said  Robert  Benson,  for  sundry  sums  by  him  advanced  for  the 
use  of  the  senate,  the  amount  of  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  pro- 
duce certified  by  the  president  of  the  senate. — 

To  John  McKesson   Esquire  clerk  of  the  assembly  for  his  services  cierk  of 
in  that  station,  during  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  twenty  shil-  ^^^^'^^'ly- 
lings  per  day,  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce, 
certified  by  the  speaker  of  the  assembly. — 

To  the  said  John  McKesson  for  sundry  sums  by  him  advanced  for 
the  use  of  the  assembly,  the  amount  of  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall 
produce,  certified  by  the  speaker  of  the  assembly. — 

To  Victor  Bicker  door  deeper  to  the  senate,  for  his  services  in  that  Door- 
station  during  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  twelve  shillings  j^JS!^^ 
per  day,  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce,  certified 
by  the  president  of  the  senate. — And  also  the  further  sum  of  twenty 
pounds  in  full  for  his  services  in  attending  the  council  of  appointment 
to  the  first  Monday  in  July  in  this  present  year. 

To  Richard  Ten  Eyck  door  keeper  to  the  assembly,  for  his  services  ooor- 
in  that  station,  during  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  twelve  shil-  ^Jmbiy. 
lings  per  day,  agreeable  to  such  account    thereof  as  he  shall  produce, 
certified  by  the  speaker  of  the  assembly. — 

To  Samuel  Loudon,  printer,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  on  ac-  Printers, 
count — To  the  said  Samuel  Loudon  such  sum  or  sums  as  from  time  to 
time  shall  be  due  to  him  from  this  State,  agreeable  to  such  accounts  as 
he  shall  produce  audited  by  the  auditor  general  of  this  State. — 

To  John  Holt,  printer,  such  sum  or  sums  as  from  time  to  time  shall 
be  due  to  him  from  this  State  agreeable  to  such  account  as  he  shall 
produce  audited  as  last  asoresaid — 

To  Sarah  Smith  as  a  reward  for  her  benevolence  and  humanity  in  Sarah 
relieving  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  in  captivity  with  the  enemy,  and  ®"^****' 
until  the  legislature  shall  make  provision  further  to  reward  the  said 
Sarah  Smith,  widow  of  John  Jacob  Smith  late  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
cabinet  maker  deceased,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds — 
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^^cera  To  such  of  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  levies,  raised  for  the  de- 

rates^ '      fence  of  the  frontiers  in  consequence  of  the  act  passed  for  that  pur- 
pose on  the  thirteenth  day  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy  nine,  as  shall  not  have  been  allowed  the  same  by  the  United 
States,  additional  subsistence  money  agreeable  to  the  resolution  of  con- 
gress of  the  eighteenth  day  of  August  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy  nine,  from  the  said  eighteenth  day  of  August  until  they 
were  discharged,  according  to  such  subsistence  rolls  as  shall  be  pro- 
duced, audited  as  last  aforesaid;  and  to  be  paid  to  the  respective  com- 
manding officers  of  the  battalions  of  the  said  levies. — 
Proviso  aa^      And  whereas  the  respective  salaries  heretofore  allowed  to  the  State 
BaUon'ol'*"  clothier  for  this  State,  and  commissary  of  prisoners  of  this  State,  and 
Da^ed       ^^^  allowance  heretofore  made  to  the  commissioners  for  forfeitures,  hav- 
ing been  found  inadequate — 
peale?  "^      ^^  ^^  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  clause  in  the 
act  for  the  appointment  of  a  State-clothier  for  this  State,  and  the  clause 
in  the  act  for  the  appointment  of  a  commissary  of  prisoners  for  this 
State  granting  to  the  said  State  clothier  and  the  said  commissary  of 
prisoners  their  respective  salaries,  and  that  such  part,  of  the  act  for  the 
immediate  sale  of  part  of  the  confiscated  lands,  as  grants  to  the  said 
commissioners  thirty  dollars  per  day  for  their  respective  services,  shall 
be  and  hereby  are  severally  repealed  and  that  instead  thereof  there  shall     ' 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  said  officers  respectively,  and  the  treasurer 
is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  pay  the  same  accordingly,  as  fol- 
lows that  is  to  say — 
stat«  To  the  State  clothier  for  this  State,  for  his  services,  in  that  station, 

from  the  day  of  his  acceptance  of  the  said  office  and  until  the  legislature 
shall  make  further  provision,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  thirty  dollars  per 
month;  and  also  his  travelling  expences  while  in  the  execution  of  his 
said  office  and  other  incidental  charges,  agreeable  to  such  accounts  as 
he  shall  produce  of  such  monthly  pay  and  of  such  travelling  expences 
and  incidental  charges  audited  as  last  aforesaid. 
Commifl-  To  the  commissary  of  prisoners  of  this  State  for  his  services  in  that 
Sonera.**  "  Station  from  the  day  of  his  acceptance  of  the  said  office,  and  until  the 
legislature  shall  make  further  provision,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  thirty 
dollars  per  month;  and  also  his  travelling  expences  while  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  office,  to  accrue  after  the  first  Monday  in  July  in  this  present 
year,  agreable  to  such  accounts  of  such  monthly  pay  and  travelling 
expences  as  he  shall  produce  audited  as  last  aforesaid. — 

To  the  said  commissary  of  prisoners  for  his  travelling  expences  from 
the  time  of  his  acceptance  of  the  said  office  to  the  first  Monday  in  July 
last  aforesaid,  sixteen  pounds  two  shillings. — 
Oommis-         To  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  each  twelve  shillings  per  day  for 
forfefturea  their  respective  services  from  the  tenth  day  of  March  last. — 
Proviso  as       And  whereas  the  poor  removed  from  the  city  of  New  York  to    the 
to  poor,      several  counties  have  hitherto  been   under  the  care  of  Samuel  Dodge 
of  the  county  of  Dutchess  Esq.,  Abraham  Bevier  of  the   county    of 
Ulster  Esq.  and   Ebenezer   Purdy  of  the  county  of  Westchester  Esr^. 
severally: 

And  whereas  it  is  conceived  that  the  said  poor  could  be  more  conven- 
iently subsisted  if  they  were  collected  in  one  place,  and  put  under  the 
direction  of  one  person. — 
Care  pf  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said 

^^^^'  Samuel  Dodge  shall  continue  to  have  the  care  of  such  of  the  said  poor 
as  were  heretofore  under  his  care,  and  that  he  shall  hereafter  have  the 
care  of  such  of  the  said  poor  as  are  now  under  the  care  of  the  said 
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Abraham  Bevier  and  Ebenezer  Purdy  —  and  that  the  said  Abraham 
Bevier  and  Ebenezer  Purdy  severally  cause  such  of  the  said  poor  as 
are  under  their  care  respectively  to  be  removed  to  the  county  of  Dutchess, 
there  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  said  Samuel  Dodge. 

And  whereas  the  said  Samuel  Dodge  is  frequently  obliged,  before  other  Proviso  as 
places  or  provisions  can  be  procured  for  the  said  poor,  to  have  them  in  J^nsTor*" 
the  same  house  and  subsisted  with  his  family,  and  inasmuch  as  it  is 
exceedingly  difficult  for  the  said  Samuel  Dodge  to  keep  a  separate 
account  of  the  provisions  thus  furnished  to  the  said  poor,  and  inasmuch 
as  when  the  number  of  poor  to  be  under  his  care  is  increased  it  is  there- 
fore probable  that  he  will  almost  constantly  have  some  of  them  in  his 
family,  as  aforesaid. 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  Proviso  as 
hereafter  be   lawful   for   the  said   Samuel  Dodge  to  take,  of  the   pro-  Jjj^visions, 
visions  and  fuel  by  him  from  time  to  time  to  be  purchased  for  the  said  S'°\f°'^ 
poor,  and  apply,  so  much  as  will  be  necessary,  to  the  support  of  his  own  sSperL- 
family:  And  also  that  the  said  Samuel  Dodge  shall  be  allowed  hereafter  J^o^f"*  ^^ 
the  rent  of  the  house  in  which  his  family  shall  reside,  in  like  manner  as 
the  rent  of  other  houses  which  he  may  procure  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  said  poor. — And  that  no  other  allowance  shall  from  and  after  the 
first  Monday  in  July  in  this  present  year  be  made  to  the  said  Samuel 
Dodge  for  his  services  and  private  expences  in  having  the  care  and 
superin tendance  of  the  said  poor. — 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  treas- 
urer shall  pay  to  the  said  Samuel  Dodge,  Abraham  Bevier  and  Ebenezer 
Purdy  severally  as  follows  that  is  to  say  — 

To  the  said  Samuel  Dodge  five  hundred  pounds  for  subsisting  the  said  Accounts 
poor  — To  the  said  Ebenezer  Purdy  and  Abraham  Bevier  severally  such  of"oo?to^ 
sum  as  the  auditor  general  of  this  State  shall,  upon  auditing  their  respect-  ^^pj*^*** 
ive  accounts,  report  to  be  due  to  them  for  subsisting  the  said  poor, 
until  they  shall  be  removed,  and  the  incidental  charges  of  their  removal, 
to  the  county  of  Dutchess;  and  also  such  sum  as  shall  upon  such  audit, 
be  reported  due  to  them  respectively  for  their  wages  in  the  said  busi- 
ness.— 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  treas-  Commls- 
urer  shall  pay  to  the  sevferal  commissaries,  appointed  for  that  purpose  ^t^iui 
in  the  act  allowing  certain  gratuities  to  the  families  of  the  Continental  J?   ..j 
troops  raised  within  this  State,  passed  the  twentieth  day  of  October 
last,  the  further  sum  of  twenty  shillings  for  each  person  of  which  the 
said  families  may  consist,  and  to  be  paid  and  applied  in  like  manner  as 
the  gratuity  of  thirty  dollars,  in  the  said  act  mentioned,  is  directed  to 
be  paid  and  applied. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  General  Treasurer 
Banker  Esquire  treasurer  of  this  State,  shall  be  and  is  hereby  author-  hte'safary 
nt^^  out  of  such  monies  as  now  are  or  hereafter  shall  be  in  the  treasury  out  of 
of  this  State,  to  retain  in  his  hands,  as  a  salary  for  his  services  in  that  Sis  tumds! 
station  from  the  first  Monday  in  July  last,  until  the  first  Monday  in  July 
in  this  present  year,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  three  hundred  pounds  per 
annum. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  several  Sums  ap- 
specific    sums   herein   before    mentioned    shall    be   paid   in   the   new  to^e  pafd 
bills,  to  be  emitted  upon  the  credit  of  this  State  in  pursuance  of  the  {Jjgj®^ 
act  of  congress  of  the  eighteenth  of  March  last,  or  in  paper  currency 
now  in  circulation  at  the  rate  of  forty  dollars  of  the  said  currency  now 
in  circulation  for  one  dollar  of  the  said  new  bills. 

37 
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And  whereas  in  consequence  of  a  requisition,  of  his  excellency  General 
Washington,  this  State  hath  procured  provisions,  and  paid  certain  con- 
tingencies, for  the  brigade  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General 
James  Clinton  on  their  march  lately  to  Albany,  and  the  accounts  thereof 
have  been  audited  and  allowed  by  the  legislature,  and  in  order  therefore 
to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  same. — 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  treasurer 
shall  pay  the  three  following  persons  the  following  sums  in  paper  cur- 
rency now  in  circulation  that  is  to  say  — 

To  Egbert  Dumond,  in  full  of  his  account  for  provisions,  contingent 
expences  and  his  own  services  and  expences  in  the  business  aforesaid 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  six  pounds  sixteen  shillings  — 

To  Moses  Cantine  in  full  of  his  account  of  provisions,  contingent  ex- 
pences and  services  in  the  said  business,  seven  thousand  one  hundred 
and  thirteen  pounds  twelve  shillings  and  six  pence  — 

To  Daniel  Graham  in  full  of  his  account  of  provisions,  contingencies, 
services  and  expences  in  the  said,  business  eight  thousand  two  hundred 
and  eighty  four  pounds  eight  shillings  — 

And  whereas  the  public  service  requires,  that  the  residence  of  the 
person  admihistring  the  government  of  this  State  should  for  the  present, 
be  in  or  near  the  town  of  Poughkeepsie  in  the  county  of  Dutchess. — 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it 
shall  be  be  lawful  for  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this 
State  for  the  time  being,  to  take  possession  of  any  lands  or  tenements 
at  present  sequestered  and  lying  within  one  mile  of  the  Dutch-church 
in  the  said  town,  upon  the  expiration  of  the  leases  thereof  from  the 
commissioners  of  sequestration  to  the  preset  possessors,  and  to  hold 
the  same  to  his  own  use,  to  cut.  wood  on  wood  lands  so  sequestered  and 
lying  within  four  miles  of  the  said  Dutch  church,  until  the  legislature 
shall  make  further  provision  in  the  premises — That  if  any  person  so  in 
possession  of  any  such  lands  or  tenements  shall  after  the  expiration  of 
the  lease  thereof,  and  upon  being  notified  by  the  commissioners  of 
sequestration  shall  refuse  to  remove  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  com- 
missioners to  proceed  against  the  person  so  holding  over  upon  the 
statutes  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer  in  their  own  names.  Provided  that 
the  said  persons  shall  be  respectively  permitted  so  gather  their  respective 
crops  now  growing  on  the  lands  in  their  possession  respectively. — 

And  whereas  it  hath  been  proposed  to  procure  shirts  and  linnen  for 
overalls  for  the  troops  of  this  State  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
by  voluntary  donations,  and  the  following  persons  have  been  employed 
to  collect  the  shirts  and  linen  to  be  procured  in  the  several  counties 
viz.:  John  N.  Bleecker  Esquire  for  the  county  of  Albany;  Gilbert  Liv- 
ingston Esquire  for  the  county  of  Dutchess;  Jonathan  Hasbrouck 
Esquire  for  the  county  of  Ulster;  Elihu  Marvin  Esquire  for  the  county 
of  Orange;  Joseph  Benedict  Esquire  for  the  county  of  Westchester; 
and  Peter  S.  Deygart  Esquire  for  the  county  of  Tryon  — 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the 
treasurers  of  the  respective  counties  are  hereby  authorized  out  of*  any 
monies  which  they  may  have  in  hand  received  for  taxes  to  pay  the 
accounts  (upon  their  being  sworn  to  before  a  justice  of  the  county)  of* 
the  said  several  persons,  of  the  expences  and  services  of  the  messengers 
to  be  imployed  and  sent  by  them  respectively  to  the  several  parfs  of 
the  county  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  said  shirts  and  linnen  and 
conveying  them  to  the  respective  places  of  deposit 

End  of  the  acts  of  the  third  session  of  the  legislature. 
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CHAP.  1. 

AN  ACT  to  revive  and  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
more  speedy  tryal  of  felonies,  without  benefit  of  clergy ;  for  sub- 
jecting the  accessaries  to  such  felonies  to  a  like  punishment 
with  the  principals  and  for  the  trial  of  such  accessaries  al- 
though the  principals  may  not  be  convicted. 

Passed  the  21st  of  September,  1780. 

Be  it  enacted  by  tJu  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in  Act  named 
Senate  and  AssenU>ly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  revived. 
That  a  certain  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  State,  entitled  "  An  act  for 
the  more  speedy  trial  of  felonies,  without  benefit  of  clergy;  for  subject- 
ing the  accessaries  to  such  felonies  to  a  like  punishment  with  the 
principals^  and  for  the  trials  of  such  accessaries  although  the  principals 
may  not  be  convicted  "  passed  on  the  eleventh  day  of  March  last  and 
which  expired  by  its  own  limitation,  thirty  days  after  the  rising  of  the 
legislature  at  their  last  meeting,  shall  be  and  is  hereby  revived  and  con- 
tinued until  the  end  of  the  present  war. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid ^  That  the  persons  penoDs 
charged,  or  hereafter  to  be  charged,  with  any  offence  made  felony  with-  ^SSfWony 
out  benefit  of  clergy,  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  passed  since  the  sixth  may  be  to- 
day of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  S*courtof 
and  seventy  eight    *    *    *    may  be  also  indicted  tried  and  convicted  J2^{^°^J 
at  any  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  gaol  delivery  to  be  held  in  pur- 
suance of  this  act. 
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CHAP.  2. 

AN  ACT  more  effectually  to  draw  forth  the  quota  of  supplies 
allotted  to  this  State ;  to  procure  further  supplies,  and  to  repeal 
the  laws  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  flour,  meal  and  grain 
out  of  this  State,  and  the  purchases,  *  *  *  of  flour  meal  and 
wheat  with  intent  to  be  sold  again. 

Passed  the  22d  of  September,  1780. 

Preamble.       Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  means  should  be  devised  for  procuring 
a  part  of  the  quota  of  beef -cattle  required  of  this  State  for  the  use  of 
the  army  : 
Beef  cattle      Be   it  therefore    enacted  by   the   People  of  the  State  of  New   York 
cu^"?)^    represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority 
assessment  of  the  samCy  That  there  shall  be  procured  by  assessment,  the  following 
number    of    beef   cattle    within   the   following    counties,    that    is    to 
say,  within  the  county  of   Albany,   three  hundred   head;    within    the 
county  of   Ulster,  one   hundred   and   fifty  head  ;    within  the  county 
of  Dutchess,  four  hundred  and  seventy  five  head;  within  the  county 
of  Orange,  one  hundred  and  fifty   head,  and   within    the  county    of 
Quotas  as-  Westchester  fifty  head  —  That  the  quotas  hereby  assigned  to  the  several 
counu^    counties  shall  be  apportioned  to  and  among  the  several  towns,  manors, 
districts  and  precincts,  and  the  assessments  made  in  like  manner  as  is 
directed  with  respect  to  the  assessments  of  wheat  in  and  by  the  act 
entitled,  "An  act  to  procure  supplies  for  the  use  of  the  army,  and  to 
prevent  a  monopoly  of  cattle  within  this  State,  and  more  effectually  to 
'  Age  of       prevent  supplies  of  cattle  to  the  enemy."  That  the  cattle,  so  to  be  assessed, 
cattle.        shall  be  of  the  age  of  three  years  or  upwards  —  That  the  assessors  shall 
Persons  to  forthwith,  after  they  have  compleated  the  assessment,  cause  the  several 
of  Msess?^  persons  assessed  to  be  notified  of  the  number  of  cattle  they  are  respectively 
ment.         to  furnish  —  That  the  said  persons  shall  respectively  deliver  to  the  pur- 
be  male  to  ^^^^ing  agent  for  this  State,  or  one  of  his  assistants,  the  number  of 
purchasing  cattle  they  shall  be  respectively  assessed  to  furnish,  at  such  time  and  at 
■*•'*'•        such   place,   not  exceeding  five  miles  from    their   respective   habita- 
tions, as  the  said  agent,  or  either  of  his  assistants,  shall  notify  for  the 
purpose,  under  the  like  penalties  as  is  prescribed  by  the  said  act  for  a  . 
neglect  or  refusal  to  deliver  wheat;  and  upon  delivery  shall  be  entitled 
to  payment  for  the  same,  or  such  certificate  as  is  mentioned  in  the  said 
Proviso  as  act;  and  also  be  allowed  the  prices  specified  in  the  said  act —  Provided^ 
to  Seas?*  that  nothing  herein  contained,  shall  be  construed  to  subject  any  person 
sessed.       to  be  assessed,  unless  such  person  shall  in  the  judgment  of  the  assessors 
be  deemed  to  be  possessed  of  beef-cattle,  beyond  what  may  be  necessary 
for  the  use  of  his  or  her  family. 

And  whereas  it  is  also  necessary  to  provide  magazines  of  flour   for 
public  uses. 
Flour  or         Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  five 
bJpro-^     thousand  eight  hundred  barrels  of  flour  (each  barrel  to  contain  at  least 
cured  by     one  hundred  and  three  quarters  of  flour)   or  twenty  nine  thousand 
ment!        bushels  of  wheat,  shall  be  procured  by  assessment,  within  the  counties 
of  Albany,  Dutchess,  Ulster,  Orange,  Tryon  and  Charlotte,  in  the  fol- 
Quotas.      lowing  proportions,  that  is  to  say,  within  the  county  of  Albany,  two  thous- 
and six  hundred  ♦   *   *    barrels  of  flour,  or  thirteen  thousand  *  *   *   * 
bushels  of  wheat;  within  the  county  of  Dutchess  one  thousand  six  hun- 
dred barrels  of  flour,  or  eight  thousand  bushels  of  wheat;  within  the  county 
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of  Ulster  six  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  or  three  thousand  bushels  of  wheat; 
within  the  county  of  Orange  three  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  or  one 
thousand  five  hundred  bushels  of  wheat;  within  the  county  of  Tryon, 
six  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  or  three  thousand  bushels  of  wheat,  and 
and  within  the  county  of  Charlotte,  one  hundred  barrels  of  flour  or 
five  hundred  bushels  of  wheat  —  That  the  quotas  hereby  assigned  to  the  Tobeap- 
said  several  counties  shall  be  apportioned  to  and  among  the  several  Siong"* 
towns,  manors,  districts  and  precincts,  and  the  assessments  made  in  like  towns, 
manner,  and  the  whole  of  the  flour  or  wheat  assessed  upon  each  re- 
spective, person,  delivered,  when  required  by  the  said  agent,  or  either  of 
his  assistants,  at  any  time  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  under  the 
like  penalties  as  are  mentioned  in  the  said  act;  and  that  the  assessors  as 
soon  as  they  shall  have  compleated  the  assessment,  shall  cause  the  several 
inhabitants  to  be  notified  of  the  quantities  of  flour  or  wheat  they  are 
respectively  assessed  to  furnish,  and  that  the  assessors  shall  have  cer- 
tified copies  of  the  assessments  ready  to  be  delivered  to  the  said  agent, 
or  one  of  his  assistants,  on  or  before  the  twenty  fifth  day  of  October 
next. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,    That  it  shall  Agent  may 
be  lawfull  for  the  said  agent  to  purchase  wheat  or  flour  upon  the  account  Sn^ount 
and  credit  of  this  State,  at  any  price  not  exceeding  the  prices  n^entioned  of  state. 
in  the  said  act,  and  to  give  to  the  several  persons  from  whom  the  same 
shall  be  purchased,  such  certificates  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  efiacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  Agent, 
agent,  shall  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  cause  all  the  flour  and  wheat    "*  ®*  ®  • 
which  hath  been  assessed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  aforesaid,  to  be  col- 
lected and  to  be  deposited  in  proper  magazines,  and  shall  cause  all  the 
wheat  he  hath  heretofore  collected,  or  which  he  may  hereafter  collect 
to  be  manufactured  into  flour,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be —  Thai  Governor 
where  assessments  of  any  articles  have  been,  or  shall  be  directed  by  law  ™2ntmt  of 
to  be  made,  and  partial,  or  no  assessments  shall  have  been  made,  or  impress, 
where  the  flour  or  wheat  or  cattle,  hath  not  been  delivered  by  the 
respective  persons  who  have  been  assessed  to  furnish  the  same  within 
the  time  limited  for  that  purpose,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  person  ad- 
ministring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  to  issue  a 
warrant  of  impress  to  the  said  agent,  or  either  of  his  assistants,  or  such 
other  persons  administring  the  government  may  deem  proper  to  be  em- 
ployed  for   the  purpose,  to   impress   within    the    town,  manor,  district 
or  precinct,  where  partial  or  no  assessments  have  been  made,  the  whole 
quota  assigned  to  such  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  or  where  par- 
tial assessments  have  been  made,  to  impress  the  deficiency  of  such  town, 
manor,  district  or  precinct,  or  to  impress  from  the  several  persons  who 
have  been  assessed,  flour,  wheat  or  cattle,  and  have  not  delivered  the 
same  within  the  limited  time,  the  flour,  wheat,  or  cattle  assessed  upon  the 
said  persons  respectively,  as  the  case  may  be. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  all  cases  certificates 
where  the  said  agent,  or  either  of  his  assistants,  shall  procure,  by  impress,  *®  ***  ^^^^ 
any  articles  upon  the  account  and  credit  of  this  State,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  said  agent,  or  his  assistant,  making  such  impress  to  give  to  the 
several  persons  from  whom  such  articles  shall  be  impressed,  such  certi- 
ficates as  aforesaid,  for  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  as  soon  as  Governor 
the  said  agent  shall  by  assessment,  impress  or  purchase,  have  procured,  Surplus'?? 
upon  the  account  and  credit  of  this  State,  a  quantity  of  wheat  and  flour  be  dis- 
equal  to  the  quantity  of  flour  allotted  as  a  quota  to  this  State,  and  shall  ^"® 
be  possessed  of  a  surplus  so  procured  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  thereupon 
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certify  the  person  administring  the  government  of  the  State  thereof, 
and  that  it  shall  then  be  lawful  for  the  said  person  administring  the 
government  to  direct  such  surplus  to  be  disposed  of  in  such  mstnner  as 
he  shall  deem  most  advantageous  for  the  State. 
Weiirht  of       And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  supervisor 
to'be  de?'^  or  supervisors  shall  appoint  three  reputable  inhabitants  to  estimate  the 
terniined.  weight  of  all  beef-cattle  which  may  be  procured  by  assessment  or  im- 
press within  the  town  manor,  district  or  precinct  and  the  said  inhabi- 
tants, or  any  two  of  them,  shall  be  authorized  to  estimate  the  weight  of 
all  such  beef-cattle.     That  the  said  inhabitants  before  they  proceed  to 
estimate  the  weight  of  any  cattle,  shall  each  take  the  following  oath  he- 
Form  of      fore  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  viz*.     I,  appointed  to  esti- 
oath.          mate  the  weight  of  beef -cattle,  do  solemnly  swear  and  declare  in  the  pres- 
ence of  Almighty  God,  that  I  will  execute  the  trust   reposed  in  me, 
honestly  and  impartially,  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  judgment.  So  help  me 
Compensa-  God.    That  the  said  inhabitants  shall  each  be  allowed  the  sum  of  *one  shil- 
ling and  six  pence,  of  the  new  emission  for  each  head  of  beef-cattle  the 
weight  whereof  they  shall  estimate,  to  be  paid  by  the  public  officer  pro- 
curing such  cattle  and  if  paid  by  the  purchasing  agent  of  this  State, 
and  upon  the  account  of  this  State,  the  same  shall  be  allowed  in  his 
account  ^s  contingent  expences  —  That  in  case  of  the  refusal  or  inability, 
to  accept  or  serve,  of  the  inhabitants  so  appointed,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  supervisor  to  appoint  another  in  his  stead;  and  in  case  of  the  death 
or  abence  of  the  supervisor,  or  of  his  default  to  make  such  appoint- 
ment, it  shall  be  lawful  for  a  justice  of  the  peace  residing  within  the 
town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  appoint 
persons  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  who  shall  severally  take  the  oath  and 
be  entitled  to  the  allowance  above  mentioned. 
Bran ,  how       And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  bran  of 
polled  of."    the  wheat  to  be  procured  and  manufactured  into  flour  by  virtue  of  this 
act  shall  be  disposed  of  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  herein  before 
mentioned  act. 
Whenflour      And  be  it  further   enacted  by   the  authority  aforesaid^   That   when- 
nished  In    ever  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time 
lieu  of  beef  i^gjj^g  shall  certify  to  the  said  agent,  that  congress  hath  consented,  that 
this  State  may  make  a  substitute  of  flour  in  lieu  of  any  quantity  of  beef 
which  may  be  deficient,  after  the  quantity  directed  by  this  act  to  be  fur- 
nished, is  collected,  the  said  agent  shall  then  deliver  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  out  of  any  flour  in  his  possession,  such  quantity  of  flour, 
as  shall  be  equal  to  such  deficiency  of  beef,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars 
and  an  half  for  every  hundred  weight  of  flour  and  of  five  dollars  and 
an  half  for  every  hundred  weight  of  beef;  and  that  the  said   agent 
shall  thence  forward  cease  purchasing  any  beef  cattle  or  beef  on  account 
of  this  State. 
-A^cto               X.  Atui  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid :  That  the  act 
be  repealed  entitled,  "  An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  flour,  meal  and  and  grain 
named*^  out  of  this  State,"  passed  the  fourteenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  and  the  act  entitled,  "  An  act  more 
effectually  to  provide  supplies  of  flour,  meal  and  wheat  for  the  army,'* 
passed  the  thirty  first  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred   and 
seventy  eight,  shall  from  and  after  the  fifteenth  day  of  October  next,  be 
repealed. 
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CHAP.  3. 

AN  ACT  to  pardon  Jonah  Wood  for  the  felony  therein  men- 
tioned. 

Passed  the  22nd  of  September,  1780. 

Whereas  Jonah  Wood  late  of  the  precinct  of  Mamacotting  in  the  preamble, 
county  of  Ulster,  farmer,  at  a  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general 
goal  delivery  lately  held  at  Kingston  in  the  county  aforesaid,  was  in- 
dicted tried  and  convicted  of  the  murder  of  Philip  Swartwout  Junior, 
at  the  precinct  of  Mamacotting  aforesaid,  and  sentenced  to  be  executed 
accordingly  ;  which  execution  hath  from  time  to  time  been  suspended 
And  whereas  for  certain  special  reasons  suggested  to  the  legislature,  it  is 
deemed  proper  to  pardon  the  said  Jonah  Wood: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in  Pardon 
Senate  and  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  «^^^^^ 
That  the  said  Jonah  Wood  be  and  he  is  hereby  fully  and   absolutely 
discharged  ajid  pardoned  of  and  from  the  felohy  aforesaid,  and  the  con- 
viction aforesaid  and  all  execution  and  forfeitures  thereon. 


CHAP.  4. 

AN  ACT  to  raise  troops  for  the  further  defence  of  the  frontiers 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  29th  of  September,  1780. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  a  number  of  men  should  be  raised  for  preamble, 
the  further  defence  of  the  frontiers 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  Governor 
in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same  ™ay  direct 
That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  be  SSsed 
State  for  the  time  being,  to  direct  from  time  to  time,  such  numbers  of  ^oiij^^^ 
men  properly  armed  and  accoutred  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  the 
frontiers  of  this  State,  from  such  regiments  of  militia  within  this  State  as  How  to  be 
he  shall  deem  proper,  in  like  manner  and  under  the  same  penalties  as  fa*8®d. 
are  prescribed  and  mentioned  in  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  for  raising 
troops  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,"  passed  the  eleventh  of  March 
last.     That  the  classes  shall  consist  of  such  number  of  persons,  and  the 
classing  shall  be  made  in  the  respective  regiments  and  the  levies  from 
the  respective  regiments  shall  appear  at  the  places  of  rendezvous  at  such 
time  or  times  as  shall  be  specified  and  assigned  in  general  orders,  to  be 
issued  by  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the 
time  being,  for  the  purpose:  any  thing  in  the  said  abovementioned  act 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.     That  the  troops  to  be  raised  by  virtue  How 
of  this  act  shall  be  officered  and  shall  be  arranged  into  corps,  and  shall  officered, 
be  subject  to  the  Continental  articles  of  war,  and  shall  and  may  be  tried 
for  desertion  and  may  upon  conviction  be  adjudged  to  serve  in  the 
Continental  battahons  in  like  manner  as  is  directed  with  respect  to  the 
severtil  matters  in  and  by  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  raising  levies  to 
reinforce  the  army  of  the  United  States,"  passed  the  twenty-fourth  of 
June  last.     That  the  troops  raised  in  pursuance  of  this  act  shall  continue  Term  of 
in  service  for  forty  five  days,  from  the  time  they  shall  respectively  appear  ••'^*c«- 
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at  the  respective  places  of  rendezvous.  That  the  said  troops  shall  be  allowed 
Continental  pay  and  rations,  and  shall  be  paid  and  subsisted  at  the  expence 
of  the  United  States.  That  monies  for  the  payment  of  the  said  troops 
shall  be  advanced  from  the  treasury  of  this  State,  and  they  shall  be 
allowed  the  nominal  account  of  their  pay  in  new  bills  emitted  on  the 
credit  of  this  State  or  either  of  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the  act  of 
congress  of  the  eighteenth  of  March  last;  and  the  pay  rolls  of  the  said 
troops  shall  be  audited  by  the  auditor  general  of  this  State  accordingly. 
That  the  people  called  Quakers  within  the  respective  regiments  shall 
each  time  when  levies  shall  be  raised  in  pursuance  of  this  act  within 
the  regiment,  contribute  towards  the  bounty  for  raising  the  said  troops 
in  like  manner  as  is  directed  by  the  said  act  **  for  raising  levies  to  rein- 
force the  army  of  the  United  States ;  "  provided  each  freeholder  shall 
pay  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings  in  the  said  new  bills  or  in  gold  or  silver 
at  the  rate  of  eight  shillings  for  a  Spanish  milled  dollar,  and  each  person 
not  being  a  freeholder  shall  pay  the  sum  of  ten  shillings  of  the  said  new 
bills  or  an  equivalent  in  specie  as  aforesaid ;  and  provided  further  that 
the  supervisors  shall  pay  such  of  the  said  monies  which  they  shall  re- 
spectively receive,  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the  county  to  be  by 
him  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  State,  there  to  remain  as  a  fund  from 
which  monies  may  be  advanced  for  the  payment  of  the  said  troops 
any  thing  in  the  said  last  mentioned  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  where  any 
regiment  company  or  persons  have  not  been  classed  in  pursuance  of  the 
said  acts  or  either  of  them  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  person  administring 
the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  by  special  orders  to  be 
issued  for  the  purpose  to  cause  such  regiments  companies  or  persons 
to  be  classed,  and  to  furnish  levies  in  pursuance  of  this  act  in  such  man- 
ner as  he  shall  deem  proper;  To  the  end  that  such  regiments  companies 
or  persons  may  bear  an  equal  part  of  the  burthen  of  raising  levies  in 
pursuance  of  the  said  two  acts  abovementioned  and  of  this  act;  and 
that  where  in  any  town  manor  district  or  precinct  the  inhabitants  shall 
not  have  elected  any  supervisor  or  assessors,  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  regiment  within  which  such  town  manor  precinct  or  district  shall 
lie,  shall  do  and  perform  the  duties  by  the  said  act  first  abovementioned 
required  of  the  supervisor,  and  shall  cause  the  several  classes  to  be 
assessed  by  the  assessors  of  any  adjoining  town  manor  district  or  pre- 
cinct. 

And  whereas  by  the  said  two  acts  abovementioned  it  was  enacted 
that  if  any  class  should  omit  or  neglect  to  furnish  an  able  bodied  man 
accoutred  and  provided  as  in  the  said  acts  was  directed,  such  class 
should  forfeit  double  the  amount  of  the  highest  bounty  which  should 
then  have  been  given  by  any  class  in  the  regiment  for  a  recruit  to  be 
raised  in  pursuance  of  the  said  two  acts. 

And  whereas  several  of  the  said  regiments  are  still  deficient  of  the 
compliment  of  men  assigned  to  be  furnished  by  them.  For  the  more 
effectual  recovery  of  the  said  forfeitures. 

Be  it  furt/ier  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the 
time  being  to  require  of  the  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  each  regi- 
ment which  has  not  furnished  its  compliment  of  men,  agreable  to  the 
tenor  of  the  said  acts,  that  he  immediately  levy  and  cause  to  be  collected 
the  forfeitures  in  and  by  the  said  acts  directed  to  be  levied  and  col- 
lected, upon  and  from  the  delinquent  classes  in  the  manner  therein  di- 
rected and  to  pay  the  same  into  the  treasurer  of  this  State  on  or  before 
the  fifteenth  day  of  November  next. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That   if  the  Command- 
forfeitures  in  the  said  acts  directed  to  be  levied  and  collected,  shall  not  fSrevery'^ 
be  paid  into  the  treasury  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  November  J^^f^o 
next,  that  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  who  shall  not  then  cooviction 
have  paid  into  the  treasury  the  whole  amount  of  the  forfeitures  accrued  double  the 
in  such  regiment,  and  who  shall  by  a  court  martial  be  convicted  of  not  amount, 
having  given  due  notice  to  the  assessors,  which  were  the  delinquent  class 
or  classes,  or  of  not  having  in  due  time  delivered  the  assessment  roll  to 
the  sergeant  to  collect  the  forfeitures  as  by  the  said  act  is  directed,  shall 
for  every  such  neglect  forfeit  double  the  amount  of  all  such  forfeitures  as 
ought  through  his  hands  to  be  delivered  to  the  treasury  as  aforesaid 
and  every  sergeant  to  whom  such  assessment  roll  shall  be  delivered  and 
who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  collect  the  forfeitures  thereby  directed,  or 
collecting  shall  not  deliver  the  same  within  fourteen  days  after  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  assessment  roll  unto  the  commanding  officer  and  shall  be 
thereof  convicted  before  a  court  martial  shall  forfeit  a  sum  equal  to  the 
whole  amount  of  the  forfeitures  to  be  collected  by  such  delinquent  ser- 
geant, to  be  recovered  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  and 
by  him  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  in  like  manner  as  is  directed  with 
respect  to  the  fine  of  one  hundred  pounds  imposed  on  assessors  in  and 
by  the  said  act  first  abovementioned.  • 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by   the  aut/writy   aforesaid  That  if   the  Delinquent 
assessors  of  any  district  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  assess  any  delinquent  ^^^^^ 
class  as  by  the  said  first  abovementioned  act  is  enjoined  on  them  to  do,  iiiied. 
each  assessor  so  offending  shall  besides  the  fine  therein  inflicted,  be 
fined  in  the  further  sum  of  twenty  pounds  of  the  money  emitted  in  pur- 
suance of  the  act  of  congress  of  the  eighteenth  of  March  last,  to  be  re- 
covered and  paid  into  the  treasury  in  manner  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority   aforesaid  That   if   any  Beport  of 
colonel  or  other  commanding  officer  of  a  regiment  shall  be  convicted  as  Jion'^'^to 
aforesaid,  the  court  martial  shall  then  enquire  of  the  amount  of  the  for-  to  be  made 
feitures  accrued  in  such  regiment  and  shall  report  the  same  together  ^?2Id'" 
with  the  sentence,  to  the  person  administring  the  government  for  the  warrant 
time  being.     That  the  said  person  administring  the  government,  having  tfon^o^* 
approved  of  such  sentence,  shall  thereupon  issue  a  warrant  under  his  *"**®- 
hand  to  the  sherif  of  the  county  requiring  him  to  levy  on  the  goods 
and  chattels    lands  and  tenements  of  the  offender  to  the  amount  of 
double  the  said  sum  so  reported,  and  to  pay  the  same  when  levied  into 
the  treasury  of  this  State  and  upon  which  the  sherif  shall  be  allowed 
the  usual  poundage. 


CHAP.  5. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  certain  distressed  families,  therein  men- 
tioned. 

Passed  the  30th  of  September,  1780. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York\  represented  in  comml»- 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  ^  ®***°®^^ 
the  same  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  commissioners  of  tfon  to™" 
sequestration  for  the  county  of  Tryon,  and  they  are  hereby  required  out  ^ovteions 
of  any  monies  which  now  are  or  hereafter  may  come  into  their  hands  i^i  p^^"* 
in  the  execution  of  their  office  to  procure  and  furnish  to  Mary  Tenis,  """" 
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Catharine  Sheffein,  Elizabeth  Browning,  Catharine  Ringle,  Margaret 
Keller,  Mary  Clements,  Elizabeth  Irine,  Susannah  Ohene,  Gertrude 
Steinwax  and  Magdalen  Snackein  and  their  children  until  the  first  day 
of  August*  next  at  the  rate  of  one  pound  of  wheat  meal  and  one  pound 
of  Indian  meal  per  day  to  each  of  them;  and  to  such  of  the  families  of 
the  said  women  as  shall  produce  a  certificate  from  the  representatives  in 
assembly  for  the  county  of  Tryon  and  such  of  the  senators  for  the  west- 
em  district  as  shall  be  resident  in  the  said  county  or  any  three  of  them 
as  many  milch  cows,  not  exceeding  two  to  a  family,  as  shall  be  certified 
in  such  certificate  to  be  necessary.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said 
commissioners  to  charge  the  monies  which  they  shall  expend  in  purchas- 
ing and  procuring  the  necessaries  aforesaid  in  account  with  this  State 
and  the  auditor  general  is  hereby  directed,  in  auditing  the  accounts  of 
the  said  commissioners,  to  allow  so  much  of  the  same  as  shall  appear  to 
have  been  actually  disbursed  by  the  said  commissioners  in  pursuance  of 
this  act. 


CHAP.  6. 

AN  At3T  to  continue  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act,  authorizing  the  per- 
son administering  the  government  of  this  State,  to  grant  war- 
rants of  impress/* 

Passed  the  30th  of  September,  1780. 

Pre«mble.  WHEREAS  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  person  adminis- 
tring  the  government  of  this  State,  to  grant  warrants  of  impress,"  passed 
on  the  twenty-third  day  of  June  last,  will  expire  by  its  own  limitation, 
upon  the  rising  of  the  legislature  at  their  present  meeting. 
Act  named  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented 
fn  foroef  ^^  Senate  and  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 
That  the  said  act  shall  be  and  is  hereby  continued  in  full  force,  until  the 
rising  of  the  legislature  at  their  next  meeting  and  no  longer. 


CHAP.  7. 

AN  ACT  to  liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  troops  of 
this  State  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Passed  the  4th  of  October.  1780. 

Qoyernor        I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in 
thre?iuid-  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  sanuy 
itors  to       That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  person  administring  the  government  of 
IkjuidaS*   this  State,  and  he  is  hereby  required  forthwith  after  the  passing  of  this 
accouQte.  .act,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council  of. appointment, 
to  appoint  three  auditors  to  liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the 
troops  of  this  State  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain the  pay  due  to  each  person  by  reason  of  the  depreciation  of  the 
currency.     That  the  said  accounts  shall  be  liquidated  and  settled  on  the 
establishment  of  pay,  by  which  the  accounts  of  the  troops  from  the  State 
of  Connecticut  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  have  been  liquidated 
and  settled,  and  agreeable  to  the  rates  of  depreciation  specified  in   the 
form  of  the  account  contained  in  the  shedule  to  this  bill  annexed  and 
upon  the  principles  on  which  the  said  account  is  stated. 
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II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  Certifl- 
auditors  or  any  two  of  them  shall  cause  a  competent  number  of  certifi-  form  of; 
cates  to  be  printed,  of  such  form  and  manner  as  they  shall  deem  best  pA^^ie  ^ 
calculated  to  prevent  frauds  and  counterfeits,  and  with  blanks  for  the  and  to 
name  of,  and  the  sum  due  to,  the  person  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  SJdeiiv? 
given,  and  to  bear  date  on  the  last  day  of  July  last,  and  purporting  that  «r®d. 

the  person  named  in  such  certificate,  or  his  assigns,  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive  from  the  treasury  of  this  State,  at  the  expiration  of  the  present 
war,  the  sum  specified  in  such  certificate,  in  gold  or  silver,  at  the  rate  of 
eight  shillings  for  a  Spanish  milled  dollar,  with  interest  for  the  same  at 
the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum  from  the  date  thereof,  and  that  such 
certificate  until  redeemed,  shall  be  receivable  in  payment  upon  pur- 
chases of  confiscated  lands,  for  the  amount  of  the  principal  and  interest 
thereof,  at  the  same  rate  with  specie  — And  that  the  said  auditors  shall 
give  to  each  officer  and  private  a  certificate  for  the  ballance  due  to 
him. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  Persons 
person,  possessed  of  such  certificates  shall  apply  to  the  commissioners  SSrulicates 
of  forfeitures,  for  either  of  the  districts  within  this  State,  for  the  purchase  ™ay  »PP*y 
of  any  particular  confiscated  estate,  not  deemed  by  the  said  commissioners  chwe  for- 
charged  or  incumbred  with  claims  or  mortgages,  other  than  mortgages  the  J2t€»?  pro- 
monies  whereon  shall  be  due  and  oweing  to  persons  then  attainted  and  ceedings 
shall  deposit  with  the  commissioners  a  sum  in  such  certificates,  or  in  gold  *'*®''®*^"- 
or  silver,  equal  to  what  the  commissioners  shall  deem  to  be  one  third  of 

the  value,  in  gold  or  silver,  of  such  estate,  that  the  commissioners  shall 
thereupon  cause  such  estate  to  be  appraised,  at  what  would  have  been  the 
value  thereof,  with  the  then  present  improvements,  in  specie,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  four- — the  then  present  value 
therof  in  specie,  by  three  appraisers  one  to  be  elected  by  the  commission- 
ers, the  other  by  the  person/  applying  for  the  purchase  of  such  estate,  and 
the  third  by  the  said  other  two  appraisers  —  That  the  said  appraisers 
shall  be  reputable  freeholders  of  this  State  resident  in  the  county  where 
such  estate  shall  lie,  and  shall,  previous  to  the  making  of  the  apprais- 
ment,  each  take  an  oath,  and  which  oath  the  commissioners  are  hereby 
authorized  to  administer,  well  and  truly  to  appraise  such  estate  at  what 
shall  in  their  judgment  be  deemed  to  have  been  the  value  thereof,  with 
the  then  present  improvements,  in  specie,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  four  the  value  thereof  in  specie,  and  upon 
pa)nnent  to  the  commissioners  of  a  sum  in  such  certificates,  or  in  gold 
or  silver  at  the  rate  eight  shillings  for  a  Spanish  dollar,  which  to- 
gether with  the  sum  so  deposited  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  equal  to  the 
sura  at  which  such  estate  shall  be  appraised,  the  commissioners  shall 
convey  such  estate  to  the  said  person,  in  like  manner  as  if  such  estate 
had  been  sold  at  public  vendue,  and  the  said  person  had  been  the  high- 
est bidder  —  That  the  expence  of  the  said  appraisment  shall  be  borne 
by  the  State,  and  the  commissioners  shall  accordingly  pay  to  the  ap- 
praisers a  reasonable  sum  for  their  services,  to  be  allowed  to  the  com- 
missioners in  their  accounts  as  contingent  expences  —  That  the  commis-. 
sioners  shall  pay  into  the  treasury  of  this  State  the  certificates  and  mon- 
ies they  may  receive  upon  such  sales  —  That  if  the  person,  upon  whose 
application  such  appraisment  shall  be  made,  shall  not  make  such  pay- 
ment to  the  commissioners  as  foresaid,  within  two  months  thereaJfter, 
that  the  commissioners  shall  not  in  such  case  convey  the  estate  to  the 
said  person,  and  the  sum  so  deposited  with  the  commissioners  shall  be 
forfeited  to  the  people  of  this  State,  and  shall  by  the  commissioners  be 
paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  State, 
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Act  Dot  to 
be  con- 
strued to 
compel 
com  mis- 
sloners  to 


ProTisoas  Provided  nevertheless  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be 
toteDante  construed  to  deprive  tenants  of  the  benefit  intended  by  the  eighteenth 
nameJi*^^  section  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  forfeiture  and  sale  of  the 
estates  of  persons  who  have  adhered  to  the  enemies  of  this  State,  and 
for  declaring  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  of  this  State  in  respect  to  all 
property  within  the  same,"  passed  the  twenty  second  of  October  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine,  And  that  if  any  person 
possessed  of  such  certificates  shall  apply  for  the  purchase  of  any  lands 
the  reversion  or  remainder  whereof  only  shall  have  become  forfeited,  the 
commissioners  shall  not  cause  such  appraisment  to  be  made  until  they 
shall  previously  have  informed  the  tenant  in  possession  of  such  lands,  of 
the  application  for  the  purchase  of  the  said  lands,  and  require*  of  such 
tenant  to  produce  within  the  time  limited  for  that  purpose  the  certifi- 
cate prescribed  by  the  said  act,  and  in  default  thereof  that  it  shall  then 
be  lawful  for  the  commissioners  to  cause  such  appraisment  to  be  made 
as  is  directed  by  this  act,  and  convey  the  reversion  or  remainder  of 
such  lands  to  the  person  making  such  application  aforesaid. 

And  provided  farther  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to 

compel  the  commissioners  to  convey  any  part  or  parcel  of  a  tract  held 

or  improved  as  one  entire  farm  or  possession,  unless  such  tract  shall 

».w-w»«,  contain  more  than  five  hundred  acres;    And  provided  further  that  noth- 

seifpartof  ing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  authorize  the  commissioners  to 

farm  ?<ms    convey  any  of  the  lands  mortgaged  by  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  approv- 

h**°d^    ing  of  the  act  of  congress  of  the  eighteenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand 

acres.         seven  hundred  and  eighty,  relative  to  the  finances  of  the  United  States, 

and  making  provision  for  redeeming  the  proportion  of  this  State  of  the 

bills  of  credit,  to  be  emitted  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act  of  congress," 

passed  the  fifteenth  day  of  June  last. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the 
said  certificates  subscribed  by  the  said  auditors  or  any  two  of  them 
shall  be  receivable  in  payment  upon  the  purchases  of  forfeited  estates, 
for  the  amount  of  the  principal  and  interest  thereof,  at  the  same  rate 
with  specie. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said 
auditors  before  they  enter  upon  the  execution  of  their  said  office  shall 
each  of  them  take  the  following  oath  before  one  of  the  judges  of  either 
of  the  counties  within  this  State,  viz*. 

I, appointed  one  of  the  auditors  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the 

legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  entitled  "  An  act  to  liquidate  and 
settle  the  accounts  of  the  troops  of  this  State  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  do  solemnly  swear  and  declare  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God 
that  I  will  well  and  faithfully  execute  the  tru^  reposed  in  me,  accord- 
ing to  the  best  of  my  ability  and  understanding.     So  help  me  God  —  " 

That  the  said  auditors  shall,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  repair  to  the  several  posts  and  places  where  the 
troops  whose  accounts  are  to  be  settled  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall 
be  stationed,  for  the  purpose  of  liquidation  and  settling  such  accounts 
.as  aforesaid,  and  shall  each  of  them  be  allowed  for  their  services  and 
expences  besides  the  expence  of,  printing  certificates,  paper,  and  other 
contingencies,  the  sum  of  three  and  an  half  dollars  of  the  new  emission, 
for  each  day  they  shall  be  severally  actually  employed  in  the  business 
hereby  committed  to  them,  agreeable  to  such  accounts  as  they  shall  re- 
spectively produce  thereof  to  the  treasurer,  audited  by  the  auditor  gen- 
eral of  this  State. — That  the  treasurer  shall  advance  to  the  said  auditors 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  of  the  said  new  emission  —  And  that 
the  said  auditors  shall  be  authorized  to  administer  oaths  to  persons 


Certlfl- 
oates  re- 
ceivable 
upon  pur- 
chase of 
forfeited 
estates. 

Auditors 
to  take 
official 
oath. 


Form  0/ 


Duty  of 

auditors, 

compen- 

satioo, 

etc. 
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making  returns,  and  to  examine  on  oath,  either  the  parties  themselves 
or  other  persons,  upon  any  matters  touching  any  accounts  that  may  be 
produced  for  settlement. 

And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen  upon  the  act  of  congress,  recommend-  Proyisoas 
ing  such  compensation  for  the  deficiency  of  pay  as  is  intended  by  this  S^uo???"' 
act,  with  respect  to  what  troops  are  to  be  compensated  by  this  State,  troops, 
and  application  hath  been  made  by  this  State  to  congress  for  an  expla- 
nation of  their  said  act. 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  Troops  en- 
until  the  legislature  shall  make  further  provision,  the  following  and  no  compeD- 
other  troops  shall  be  entitled  to  the  compensation  intended  by  this  act,  sation. 
and  the  accounts  of  such  troops  only  shall  be  liquidated  and  settled  by 
the  auditors  to  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  that  is  to  say,  all 
officers,  and  privates  serving  In  either  of  the  five  continental  battalions, 
raised  under  the  direction  of  this  State,  and  engaged  to  serve  for  three 
years,  or  during  the  war,  and  all  officers  and  privates,  engaged  for  the 
like  time,  and  who  at  the  time  they  respectively  entered  into  the  corps 
to  which  they  respectively  belong,  were  inhabitants  of  this  State,  and  are 
now  serving  in  the  cavalry,  or  artillery  of  the  United  States,  or  in  the 
several  regiments  commanded  by  Colonels  Seth  Warner,  Moses  Hazen> 
and  James  Livingston,  or  in  either  of  thie  sixteen  additional  battalions, 
not  annexed  to  the  line  of  any  State  —  And  further  that  no  troops, 
other  than  such  as  are  comprehended  within  the  above  description,  shall 
be  entitled  to  clothing  or  other  necessaries  from  this  State,  and  the  State 
clothier  of  this  State  and  the  commissary  appointed  to  provide  such 
necessaries  shall  respectively  furnish  such  troops  only  as  are  above  de- 
scribed with  clothing  and  necessaries  until  the  further  direction  of  the 
legislature, 

Provided  that  nothing  in  this  clause  contained  shall  be  construed  to  Stote 
prohibit  the  said  State  clothier,  or  commissary,  from  furnishing  Major  aJJS^om' 
General  McDougall  and  Brigadier  General  James  Clinton'and  their  re-  missary 
spective  suites,  the  chaplain  to  the  brigade  under  the  command  of  the  SibiSd* 
said  Brigadier  General  James  Clinton,  the  chaplain  to  the  garrison  at  ^f^im  fur- 
the  forts  in  the  Highlands,  and  the  physicians  and  surgeans  in  the  gen-  ciotWog. 
eral  hospital,  with  the  clothing  and  necessaries  directed  to  be  furnished  offlcere 
to  them  by  the  act  entitled,  "An  act  to  provide  the  troops  of  this  State  named, 
in  the  service  of  the  United  State  with  clothing  and  other  necessaries," 
passed  on  the  eleventh  day  of  March  last. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  offi-  Offlcere, 
cers  who  have  been  reduced,  and  all  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri-  Sued  to 
vates  engaged  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  and  who  may  have  defloienoy 
been  regularly  discharged   from  the  service,  shall  be  entitled  to  such  ^  ^^' 
compensation  for  the  deficiency  of  pay  as  is  above  mentioned,  in  like 
manner  as  if  such  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  were 

still  in  actual  service,  and  the  accounts  of  such  officers,  non-commis- 
sioned and  privates  shall  be  audited  by  the  said  auditors  accordingly; 
and  the  said  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates,  shall  be 
entitled  to  such  certificates  as  aforesaid  for  the  ballances  due  to  them  re- 
si>ectively. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by   the  authority  aforesaid^    That  Aooounto 
the  accounts  of  all  persons  deceased,  shall  be  settled  and  liquidated,  ^^^ 
by  the  auditors  to  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  in  like  manner  persons  to 
as  if  such  persons  had  been  in  full  life,  and  certificates  for  the  ballances      ^^^    ' 
which  shall  appear  to  have  been  due  to  such  persons  at  the  time  of  their 

death  respectively,  shall  be  given  to  and  in  the  name  of  the  executors 
or  a&ministrators  of  such  persons  respectively. 
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Sfver^ly       ^^*  "^^  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidylYidX  gold 
to  be  re-     OF  silver  only,  and  no  other  species  of  money  shall  be  received  by  the 
oommis^^    commissioners  in  cases  where  there  shall  be  a  deficiency  of  certificates, 
aioners       any  law  making  other  currency  a  tender  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding — 
there  Is  a    And  that  all  the  gold  and  silver  which  shall  be  so  received  by  the  com- 
of  oertSa?^  missioners,  shall  be  by  them  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  State,  there  to 
oates.         remain  as  a  fund  for  the  redemption  of  such  of  the  said  certificates,  as 
may  not  be  redeemed  with  lands  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  this  act. 
And  that  the  said  auditors  shall,  from  time  to  time,  keep  regular  ac- 
counts and  make  due  returns  to  the  treasurer  of  this  State,  of  abstracts 
of  all  accounts  liquidated,  and  of  all  the  certificates  issued  by  them. 
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CHAP.  8. 

AN  ACT  to  revive  and  further  to  continue  and  amend  the  several 
laws  relative  to  the  impresses  of  teams,  forage,  timber  and  fuel, 
for  the  use  of  the  army. 

Passed  the  5th  ©f  October,  1780. 

Acts  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in 

viv™d*and    Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  sanie, 
continued  That  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  revive,  continue  and  farther  amend 
orce.     ^^^  several  laws,  relative  to  impressing  teams,  forage,  timber  and  fuel,  bil- 
leting troops,  and  preventing  deceit  in  making  flour  casks  within  this 
State."    Passed  the  twenty  sixth  day  of  February  last,  and  the  act  entitled 
*^An  act  to  amend  an  act  for  regulating  impresses  of  forage  and  car- 
riages, and  for  billeting  troops  within  this  State.*'  passed  the  twelfth  day 
of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine,  shall  be,  and 
hereby  are  revived,  and  shall  continue  in  force  during  the  present  war, 
subject  to  the  alterations  and  amendments  herein  after  mentioned. 
Fines  11,  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  respective 

to^three      ^Tits  of  twenty  pounds,  and  ten  pounds  mentioned  in  the  second  section  of 
pounds,      the  said  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  revive,  continue  and  further  amend  the 
several  laws,  relative  to  impressing  teams,  forage,  timber  and  fuel,  billet- 
ing troops  and  preventing  deceit  in  making  flour  casks  within  this  State,'* 
Constables'  shall  be  respectively  altered  to  three  pounds  —  That  the  fee  of  twenty 
feftureand  f^^^  shillings  to  the  constable  as  mentioned  in  the  third  section  of  the 
allowance  said  act  last  mentioned,  shall  be  altered  to  two  shillings  —  That  the  for- 
reduoed^  feiture  of  sixteen  shillings  for  deceit  in  making  flour  casks,  as  mentioned 
in  the  eighth  section  of  the  said  act  last  mentioned,  shall  be  altered  to 
five  shillings.     That  the  allowance  of  twenty  four  shillings  to  a  justice 
of  the  peace  for  a  warrant,  as  mentioned  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  said 
act  last  mentioned,  shall  be  altered  to  two  shillings  —  and  that  the  several 
suras  herein  before  mentioned,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  in  the  bills  emitted 
on  the  credit  of  this  State,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  congress  of  the  eight- 
eenth of  March  last. 
Power,  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  agent 

fn  alreS     of  this  State,  and  his  several  assistants,  so  far  forth  as  the  same  may  be 
»ndiisslst-  necessary  to  procure  and  transport  the  quota  of  supplies  required  of  this 
State  and  the  commissary  general,  and  his  deputies,  shall  be  vested  with 
the  Hke  powers  and  authorities,  as  in  and  by  the  said  several  acts  above 
mentioned,  or  either  of  them,  are  granted  to  the  quarter  master  general 
and  his  deputies. 
Warrants        IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  all  cases 
raay^Sr'*  where  warrants  of  impress  shall  be  granted  by  the  person  administring 
exTOuted    the  government  for  the  time  being,  the  person  to  whom  the  same  shall  be 
ties;^cfepu-  granted,  may  cause  such  warrants  to  be  executed  by  any  person  or  per- 
be'In'writ-  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^X  ^^^  deputed  for  the  purpose  —  That  a  copy  of  such  war- 
ing, rant  with  a  deputation  thereon  endorsed  under  the  hand  of  the  said  per- 
son to  whom  the  warrant  shall  be  granted  shall  be  a  sufficient  deputa- 
tion, and  that  in  all  cases  of  such  deputations,  the  principal  shall  be   re- 
sponsible for  the  deputy,  and  in  case  of  misconduct  by  such  deputy  in 
the  execution  of  such  warrant,  the  principal  shall  be  subject  to  a  prose- 
cution at  the  suit  of  the  people  of  this  State,  and  to  a  suit  at  the  suit  of 
the  party  agreived  in  like  manner  as  if  such  misconduct  had  been  com- 
mitted by  the  principal  in  his  own  proper  person. 


Chap.  9.J  FOURTH  SESSION.  305 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by   the   authority  aforesaid^  That  this  act 
shall  continue  in  force  during  the  present  war. 


CHAP.  9. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  empower  justices 
of  the  peace,  mayors,  recorders  and  aldermen,  to  try  causes  to 
the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds  and  under,  and  for  suspending 
an  act  therein  mentioned.'* 

Passed  the  5th  of  October,  1780. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  jurisdio- 
Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  Iiereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  '*on. 
That  justices  of  the  peace,  mayors,  recorders  and  aldermen,  shall  from 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  have  cognizance  and  jurisdiction  of  causes 
to  the  value  of  ten  pounds,  and  no  more,  any  thing  in  the  said  act  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding;  and  that  all  fees  or  penalties,  and  the  sum 
specified  for  the  limitation  of  the  amount  of  costs  in  the  said  act  men- 
tioned (except  for  the  service  of  executions,  which  shall  be  one  shiUing 
in  the  pound)  shall  be  reduced  to  one  twelfth  part  of  their  nominal  value  as 
expressed  in  the  said  act  —  That  the  several  sums  of  one  hundred  pounds, 
and  four  hundred  pounds,  mentioned  respectively  in  the  eighth  clause  of 
the  said  act,  and  the  proviso  to  the  said  clause,  shall  be  respectively  al- 
tered to  ten  pounds  and  eighty  pounds  —  And  that  upon  all  executions  Rates  at 
to  be  issued  in  consequence  of  judgments  obtained  in  any  court  held  in  ^^^^ 
pursuance  of  the  said  act,  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  monies  shall  be  shall  be  pe- 
received  at  the  following  and  no  other  rates,  that  is  to  say,  silver  at  the  exwu-^*^ 
rate  of  eight  shillings  for  a  Spanish  milled  dollar,  and  gold  or  other  tions. 
coins  in  a  like  proportion,  at  the  rates  they  usually  pass,  the  new  bills 
emitted  upon  the  credit  of  this  State  pursuant  to  the  act  of  congress  of 
the  eighteenth  day  of  March  last,  at  their  respective  nominal  value  and 
every  other  species  of  paper  currency  emitted  by  the  authority  of  con- 
gress, or  of  the  late  colony  of  New  York,  or  of  this  State,  prior  to 
that  day  at  one  fortieth  part  of  the  nominal  value  thereof,  at  the  rate  of 
two  pence  and  two  fifths  of  a  penny  for  each  dollar,  or  eight  shillings 
expressed  on  the  face  of  each  bill. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  in  all  suits  Damages 
to  be  commenced  in  pursuance  of  this  act  upon  contracts  intended  to  tract"in- 
have  been  paid  in  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  the  authority  of  congress,  or  tended  to 
of  this  State,  and  in  circulation  before  the  eighteenth  day  of  March  last,  ofd^bius  of 
the  jury  shall  assess  the  damages  at  or  the  justice  shall  award  judgment  g^*J^  y^ 
for  such  sum,  as  they  shall  respectively  deem  to  be  equal  in  the  said  new  assessed, 
bills  to  the  actual  value  of  the  debt  so  contracted  at  the  time  the  same 
became  due,  with  such  allowances  for  interest  or  the  detention  of  the 
debt  as  are  in  like  cases  allowed  by  law.     Provided  nevertheless,  that 
the  justice  or  jury  ascertaining  the  depreciation,  shall  not  allow  a  greater 
depreciation  than  forty  dollars  of  the  said  bills  so  in  circulation,  prior 
to  the  eighteenth  day  of  March  last,  for  one  dollar  in  specie,  or  of  the 
said  new  bills. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  act, 
as  amended  by  this  act,  shall  be  and  continue  in  force  until  the  rising  of 
the  legislature  at  their  first  meeting  after  the  first  Monday  in  July  next 

39 
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CHAP.  10. 

AN  ACT  to  expedite  the  payment  of  taxes. 

Passed  the  7th  of  October,  1780. 

If  officers  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  Neut  York,  represented  in 
havo^ot  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
been  That  where  in  any  ward,  town,  manoi,  district  or  precinct,  supervisors, 

flheriff  to    assessors  or  collectors,  or  either  of  them,  shall  not  have  been  elected  at 
of^speciiS*  ^^  ^^^  last  annual  day  of  election,  that  it  shall  then  be  lawful  for  the 
town  meet-  sherif  of  the  county,  and  he  is  hereby,  required  within  six  days  after  in- 
^^'  formation  thereof  by  any  freeholder  of  the  county,  by  public  notices  to 

be  affixed  in  at  least  three  different  places  in  the  ward,  town,  manor, 
district  or  precinct,  to  appoint  a  time  not  exceeding  twenty  days,  nor 
less  than  ten  days,  from  the  date  of  such  notices,  and  a  place  within  such 
ward,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  when  and  where  a  special  town 
meeting  will  be  held  for  the  election  of  a  supervisor,  or  supervisors,  assess- 
ors, collector,  or  collectors  as  the  casem&.y  be — That  the  sherif  shall,  either 
Official       by  himself  or  a  sworn  deputy,  attend  at  such  special  town  meeting —  That 
^™**         all  town  officers  which  shall  be  elected  at  any  such  special  town  meeting, 
shall  continue  in  office  until  the  then  next  annual  town  meeting,  and  shall 
be  respectively  vested  with  the  like  powers  and  authorities  and  be  subject 
to  the  same  pains  and  penalties,  as  if  they  had  been  respectively  elected 
If  no  eiec-  o^  the  usual  annual  day  of  town  meeting.     That  if  the  inhabitants  shall 
treasurer^  not  at  such  special  town  meeting,  elect  supervisor,  or  supervisors,  assess- 
to  issue      ors,  collector,  or  collectors,  as  the  case  may  be,  the  sherif  shall  make  re- 
8?eri5r*to**^  port  thereof  under  his  hand  and  seal,  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county — 
collect        That  the  said  treasurer  shall  thereupon  issue  a  warrant  in  the  nature  of  a 
writ  of  fieri  facias,  under  his  hand  and  seal,  directed  to  the  said  sherif  re- 
quiring him  to  make  of  the  goods  and  chatties  of  all,  or  any,  or  either  of 
the  inhabitants  of  such  ward,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  a  sum  to 
be  expressed  in  such  warrant,  and  to  be  equal  to  the  whole  amount  of  all 
the  quota's  of  the  taxes  which  shall  have  been  assigned  to  such  ward, 
town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  and  which  shall  then  be  in  arrear,  and 
to  pay  the  said  sum  when  levied  into  the  treasury  of  the  county  within 
Poundage,  thirty  days  after  the  date  of  such  warrant.     That  the  sherif  upon  the 
®*®-  execution  of  all  such  warrants,  shall  be  allowed  a  poundage  of  one  shil- 

ling in  the  pound,  to  be  levied  by  him  exclusive  of  the  sum  mentioned 
in  the  warrant  —  That  if  at  such  town  meeting,  such  town  officers  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  elected,  the  sherif*  shall  be  allowed  for  his  services  in 
calling  and  holding  such  town  meeting,  the  sum  of  fifteen  pounds  to  be 
paid  as  the  other  contingent  charges  of  the  county,  and  to  be  charged  to 
the  ward,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  by  whose  default  such  ex- 
pence  was  occasioned. 
Penalty  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  the  tax  of 

of'offldaT*  any  ward,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  shall  at  any  time  after  the 
dutj  bv  fifteenth  day  of  December  next,  be  in  arrear,  and  the  supervisor  or  super- 
oraTetc*  visors  of  such  ward,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  shall  not  have  re- 
ported to  the  attorney  general,  the  assessors,  or  collector  or  collectors, 
as  in  default,  expressing  particularly  the  defaults,  or  if  the  supervisor,  or 
supervisors  shall  not  have  reported  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county,  that 
the  collector  or  collectors  have  rendered  an  account  as  by  law  required, 
and  that  the  collector  or  collectors,  is  or  are  possessed  of  monies  which 
he  or  they  ought  to  have  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  county,  or  that  the 
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collector  or  collectors  have  not  collected  the  whole  of  the  tax,  which 
such  collector  or  collectors  could  then  have  collected,  specifying  partic- 
ularly in  such  report,  the  amount  of  the  monies  which  such  collector  or 
collectors  may  then  be  possessed  of,  or  the  amount  of  the  tax  so  un- 
collected, and  which  such  collector  or  collectors,  could  have  collected, 
as  the  case  may  be,  that  the  supervisor  or  supervisors,  neglecting  to  make 
such  report,  to  the  attorney  general,  or  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county,  as 
the  case  may  be,  shall  for  every  such  neglect,  forfeit  the  sum  of  fifty 
pounds,  to  the  people  of  this  State,  to  be  recovered  with  costs,  by  suit  in 
the  name  of  the  treasurer  of  this  State,  for  the  time  being — That  it  shall 
be  sufficient  for  the  plaintif  in  every  such  suit,  to  declare  generally,  that 
the  defendant,  or  defendants,did,  at  the  several  times  and  places  expressed 
in  the  declaration,  neglect  to  perform  the  duties  required  of  him,  or  them, 
by  law,  concerning  the  collecting  of  taxes: 

Provided,  that  the  plaintif  shall  not  be  permitted  to  give  evidence  proviso  as 
upon  the  trial,  of  any  default  or  *  *  *  neglect,  other  than  such  as  shall  ^  ®^- 
be  contained  in  a  notice  in  writing,  to  be  served  upon  the  defendant, 
or  defendants,  or  his  or  their  attorney,  at  least  twenty  days  before  the 
service  of  the  notice  of  trial  —  That  all  such  suits  shall  be  tried  at  the  where 
bar  of  the  supreme  court,  notwithstanding  the  cause  of  action  may  have  JriiS^tcf 
accrued  elsewhere  than  in  the  county  where  the  supreme  court  shall  be 
held  —  That  all  the  said  penalties  herein  before  mentioned,  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  of  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  upon  the  credit  of  this  State, 
or  either  of  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  congress  of  the 
eighteenth  of  March  last.     And  that  such  bills  of  credit,  or  silver  at  the 
rate  of  eight  shillings  for  a  Spanish  milled  dollar,  or  gold  or  other  coins 
in  a  like  proportion,  as  they  have  usually  passed,  and  no  other  species 
of  money,  shall  be  received  upon  an  execution  to  be  issued,  in  any  suit 
to  be  brought  for  the  recovery  of  such  penalties. 


CHAP.  11. 

AN  ACT  to  procure  a  sum  in  specie  for  the  purpose  of  redeem- 
ing one  sixth  part  of  the  bills  emitted,  on  the  credit  of  this 
State  pursuant  to  the  act  of  congress  of  the  eighteenth  day  of 
March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  for  discharg- 
ing the  interest  of  such  bills,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned. 

Passed  the  7th  of  October,  1780. 

• 

Whereas  the  proportion  of  the  bills  of  credit  assigned  to  this  State,  Preamble, 
for  emission  and  redemption,  by  the  act  of  congress  of  the  eighteenth 
day  of  March  last,  amounts  to  four  hundred  and  eighty  seven  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars,  and  the  annual  interest  thereof  to  be  paid  in  gold 
or  silver,  amounts  to  twenty  four  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy 
dvc  dollars. 

A/id  whereas  by  the  said  act  it  was  recommended  to  the  several  States 
to  provide  funds  for  their  quota*s  of  the  said  bills;  which  should  be  so 
productive  as  to  $ink  or  redeem  one  sixth  part  of  such  quota  annually 
after  the  first  day  of  January  next, 

Afui  whereas  certain  lands  described  in  an  act  of  the  legislature 
passed  the  fifteenth  day  of  June  last  entitled  "An  act  approving  of  the 
act  of  congress  of  the  eighteenth  day  of  March  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty,  relative   to  the  finances  of  the  United  States  and 
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making  provision  for  redeeming  the  proportion  of  this  State  of  the  bills 
of  credit  to  be  emitted  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act  of  congress,"  are 
mortgaged  and  bound  for  the  redemption  and  security  of  the  said  bills; 
and  are  most  amply  sufficient  for  the  purpose:  yet,  as  the  enemy,  impelled 
by  their  inveteracy  and  the  disaffected  by  their  malignancy,  are  using 
every  art  to  create  doubts  on  the  sufficiency  of  the  fund;  thereby  to 
bring  on  a  depreciation  of  the  said  bills,  this  legislature  deem  it  incum- 
bent to  guard  against  such  nefarious  attempts  by  affording  the  most 
incontestable  evidence  that  the  said  bills  will  be  redeemed,  and  the 
interest  paid  thereon  in  gold  and  silver. 
Commlfr-  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  rep- 
to^beap-  resented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority 
pointed,  of  the  same  That  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State 
for  the  time  being  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council 
of  appointment  shall  appoint  and  commissionate  under  the  great  seal 
of  this  State  three  commissioners  for  the  southern  and  middle  districts 
and  three  commissioners  for  the  western  and  eastern  districts,  to  execute 
Powers  the  trusts  and  authorities  mentioned  in  this  act.  That  the  said  com- 
and  duties  migsioners  in  the  respective  districts  for  which  they  shall  be  appointed 
or  any  two  of  them  respectively  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  vested 
with  the  following  powers,  that  is  to  say :  To  sell  at  private  sale  any  of 
the  lands  described,  in  the  said  act,  and  to  sell  mortgage  or  otherwise 
dispose  of  any  other  forfeited  lands  to  the  amount  of  the  interest 
annually  arising  on  the  said  bills  as  aforesaid  and  that  upon  such  sales 
mortgages  or  other  disposal,  gold  or  silver  and  no  other  species  of  money 
shall  be  received  in  payment  and  also  to  sell  at  private  sale  any  of  the 
said  lands  first  abovementioned  and  to  sell  mortgage  or  otherwise 
dispose  of  any  other  forfeited  lands  to  the  amount  of  one  sixth  part  of 
the  said  bills  so  to  be  annually  redeemed  as  aforesaid  and  to  the  further 
amount  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  and  that  upon  such  sales,  mortgages 
or  other  disposal  as  last  aforesaid  gold  or  silver  or  the  said  new  bills 
and  no  other  species  of  money  shall  be  received  in  payment.  That  in 
all  cases  where  the  said  commissioners  shall  within  the  respective  dis- 
tricts make  any  absolute  sales  the  conveyances  shall  be  of  the  same 
form  except  as  to  the  stile  of  the  commissioners  with  the  form  pre- 
scribed in  and  by  the  said  act  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  forfeiture  and 
"  sale  of  the  estates  of  persons  who  have  adhered  to  the  enemies  of  this 
"  State  and  for  declaring  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  of  this  State,  in 
"  respect  to  all  property  within  the  same  "  and  that  the  conveyances 
from  the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of  this  act  shall  in 
like  manner  be  deemed  to  operate  as  warranties  from  the  people  of  this 
State.  To  enter  into  covenants  and  Contracts  with  any  person  or  persons 
and  in  such  manner  and  form  as  they  shall  deem  best  calculated  to 
procure  the  monies  aforesaid: 
When  Provided  always  that  in  every  contract  they  may  make,  it  shall  be 

nioneyto    Stipulated  that  the  whole  of  the  purchase  money  shall  be  paid  within  six 
be  paid,      months  from  the  time  of  making  such  contract, 

And  provided  that  at  least  one  fourth  part  of  the  purchase  money 
shall  be  paid  to  the  commissioners  at  the  time  of  making  such  contract 
and  in  default  of  payment  of  the  remainder  of  the  purchase  money 
within  the  time  for  that  purpose  to  be  limited  the  said  fourth  part  or 
other  sum  so  deposited  shall  be  deemed  forfeited  to  the  people  of  this 
State  and  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  State. 
Covenants  II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  cove- 
^^^^  nants  and  contracts  so  entered  into  by  the  said  commissioners,  or  any 
two  of  them,  in  their  respective  districts,  shall,  and  they  are  hereby 
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declared  to  be  binding,  and  to  bind  this  State  to  abide  by  the  same,  and 
the  same  shall  be  ratified,  and  the  said  commissioners  indemnified  against 
the  same.  That  the  public  faith  shall  be  and  is  hereby  pledged  to  the 
said  commissioners  for  such  allowance  for  their  services  and  expences, 
besides  the  expences  of  clerks,  paper,  messengers  and  other  contingen- 
cies, as  shall  by  the  legislature  hereafter  be  deemed  reasonable  and 
adequate. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  as  soon  Assoon  as 
as  the  said  commissioners  shall  have  paid  into  the  treasury,  a  sum  in  gu®*|*g  °^ 
specie  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  annual  interest  of  the  bills  then  in  paid  into 
circulation,  the  treasurer  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  shall,  and  he  ury,  noUce 
is  hereby  required,  to  give  public  notice  in  one  or  more  of  the  public  to  be  given 
news  papers  printed  in  this  State,  requiring  all  persons  having  of  the  said  of  bills  *" 
bills  in  their  possession,  and  who  may  chuse  to  receive  the  interest,  to  ®*^- 

call  on  him  for  the  same,  and  the  treasurer  is  hereby  required  to  pay 
the  same  accordingly;  and  to  receive  from  the  person  who  shall  so  receive 
interest,  the  bills  on  which  such  interest  shall  be  paid  and  exchange  the 
same  with  the  commissioner  of  the  Continental  loan  office  within  this 
State  for  new  bills  agreable  to  the  directions  of  the  said  act  of  congress 
of  the  eighteenth  of  March  and  the  treasurer  shall  thereupon  pay  to  the 
said  several  persons,  from  whom  bills,  the  interest  whereof  shall  be  so 
paid,  shall  be  received,  new  bills  to  the  amount  exclusive  of  interest  of 
the  bills  so  received. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  when-  when 
ever  any  person  or  persons  shall  incline  to  purchase  any  estate  for  such  buiSdesire 
new  bills,   and  choose  to  have  the  same  appraised,  it  shall  and  may  to  pur- 
be  lawful  for  the  said  commissioners,  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  e^^L 
join  with  such  intended  purchaser,  in  appointing  appraisers  to  appraise  appraisers 
such  estate,  and  such  appraisers  shall  be  sworn  to  estimate  the  value  of  point^' 
such  estate,  as  the  same  would  in  their  judgment  have  sold  for  in  the 

year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  four ;  and  the  said  com- 
missioners or  either  of  them,  are  hereby  authorized  to  administer  the 
necessary  oath  to  such  appraisers. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  when  the  when 
treasurer  of  this' State  for  the  time  being  shall  have  received  by  virtue  J™^2d^ 
of  this  act,  eighty  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  in  the  received 
said  new  bills,  he  shall,  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  give  notice  thereof  be  pWento 
to  both  houses  of  the  legislature  at  their  then  next  meeting,  together  lepisia- 
with  a  list  of  the  bills,  specifying  the  number  and  value  of  each,  to  the 

intent  that  the  said  bills  may  be  destroyed,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall 
direct. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,   That  the  said  Acreage  of 
commissioners  shall  not  be  authorized  to  sell  any  lands  in  larger  parcels  ES'"^/!  *° 
than  the  quantity  of  five  hundred  acres  in  one  parcel . 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  Official 
commissioners  shall  not  continue  longer  in  office  than  until  twenty  days  ^"°* 
after   the  rising  of  the  legislature  at  their  first  meeting  after  the  first 
Monday  in  July  next,  otherwise  than  for  the  purpose  of  completing  any 
contracts  they  may  have  entered  into   prior  to  the  expiration  of  the 
term  in  this  clause  assigned  for  their  duration  in  office. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  com-  Only  lands 
missioners  of  forfeitures  shall  henceforth  cease  and  desist  selling  any  JS^ertiMJ 
confiscated  lands  other  than  such  lands  as  may  previous  to  the  passing  to  be  Bold, 
of  this  act  act  have  been  advertized  for  sale  as  by  the  act  entitled  "An 

"act  for  the  immediate  sale  of  forfeited  estates,"  they  were  authorized 
to  do  any  thing  in  the  said  act;  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
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Provided  nevertheless,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said 
commissioners  of  forfeitures  to  sell  and  dispose  of  so  much  of  the  estates 
as  they  were  by  the  said  act  authorized  to  sell,  as  will  discharge  the 
certificates  directed  to  be  given  to  officers  and  privates  of  the  army,  by 
an  act  of  the  legislature  passed  at  this  present  meeting,  entitled  "  An 
"  act  to  liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  troops  of  this  State, 
"  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,"  and  in  th^  manner  in  the  said  last 
mentioned  act  directed,  anything  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  thereof 
notwithstanding. 

IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said 
commissioners  to  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of  this  act  shall  make  an 
abstract  of  the  sales  within  their  respective  districts,  to  contain  the 
names  of  the  respective  purchasers,  the  descriptions  of  the  respective 
estates  by  them  sold,  the  sums  for  which  the  same  were  respectively  sold, 
the  dates  of  the  respective  conveyances,  and  the  names  of  the  several 
persons  to  whom  the  several  estates,  immediately  before  the  forfeiture 
thereof,  were  deemed  to  belong,  and  shall  from  time  to  time  file  copies 
of  such  abstracts  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county,  wherein  the 
lands  and  tenements  respectively  lie;  And  the  clerks  of  the  respective 
counties  shall  record  such  abstracts  in  a  book  or  books  to  be  provided 
for  that  purpose;  and  for  which  services  the  several  clerks  shall  be  allowed 
a  reasonable  allowance,  to  be  paid  by  the  respective  commissioners,  in 
like  manner  with  the  other  expences  that  they  may  accrue  in  and  about 
the  said  sales. 

X.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  com- 
missioners shall  from  time  to  time  make  report  to  the  legislature  of 
the  sales  by  them  respectively  made,  and  of  the  difficulties  and  impedi- 
ments which  may  arise  in  the  execution  of  their  said  office. 

XI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That,  in  cases 
of  inability  or  refusal  to  serve,  of  any  of  the  said  commissioners,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for 
the  time  being,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council-  of 
appointment  from  time  to  time,  to  appoint  others  in  their  stead. 

XII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  the  said  commissioners,  or  either  of  them,  to  purchase 
any  of  the  estates  hereby  directed  to  be  sold  and  all  such  purchases  as 
may,  by  them  or  either  of  them,  be  so  made,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby 
declared  null  iand  void. 

XIII.  And  be  it  further  encuted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  and  it  is 
hereby  provided.  That  the  said  commissioners  shall  pay  all  the  monies 
which  they  shall  receive  for  any  sales  or  mortgages  made  by  virtue  of 
this  act,  forthwith  after  the  receipt  thereof,  into  the  treasury  of  this 
State,  there  to  remain,  and  to  be  appropriated  to  the  sole  purpose  of 
redeeming  such  bills  of  credit  as  aforesaid,  and  paying  the  interest 
thereof. 

XIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said 
commissioners,  before  they  enter  upon  the  execution  of  their  office,  shall 
each  of  them  take  and  subscribe  before  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
court  of  this  State,  the  following  oath,  viz'. 

"  I  appointed  a  commander,  to  procure  a  sum  of  money  for  the 

use  of  the  State  of  New  York,  do  solemnly  swear  and  decla:  '  ' '  - 
presence  of  Almighty  God,  that  I  will  faithfully  and  honestl 
the  trust  reposed  in  me  by  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  procure 
"  specie  for  the  purpose  of  redeeming  one  sixth  part  of  the  bir 
"on  the  credit  of  this  State,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  congrc 
"eighteenth  day  of  March  seventeen  hundred  and   eighty.     ^ 
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^  discharging  the  interest  of  such  bills  "  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
'*  mentioned,  so  help  me  God. 

And  in  order  to  reward  John  Dean,  John  Paulding  and  Isaac  Van  Proviso  as 
Waert,  of  the  county  of  Westchester  for  the  services  they  have  rendered  \^g^r-^' 
their  country,  in  apprehending  and  securing  the  British  deputy  adjutant  bods 
general.  Major  Andre,  who  was  returning  to  New  York  after  having  in  SJ^^ring^ 
the  character  of  a  spy  concerted  measures  with  the  infamous  Benedict  ^J^^^ 
Arnold,  then  commanding  at  the  posts  in  the  highlands,  for  betraying 
the  said  posts  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  for  their  virtue  in  refus- 
ing a  large  sum  offered  to  them  by  the  said  Major  Andre  as  a  M^e  to 
permit  him  to  escape. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Oommis- 
said  commissioners  to  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of  this  act  to  convey  J^^q  ®"  ^ 
to  the  said  John  Dean,  John  Paulding  and  Isaac  Van  Waert  respect-  forfeited 
ively  in  fee  when  they  shall  respectively  require  the  same,  such  several  SS^rSi^ 
forfeited  estates  as  they  respectively  shall  elect,   to  be  appraized  in  ^«®- 
manner  hereinbefore  directed. 

Provided  that  if  such  estate  shall  be  appraized  at  a  sum  exceeding  the  if  valued 
sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  such  of  the  said  three  persons  to  whom  J^^  ^un- 
such  estate  shall  be  intended  to  be  conveyed,  shall  before  he  shall  be  dred 
entitled  to  a  conveyance  pay  to  the  said  commmissioners,  the  amount  of  excess  to 
such  excess,  to  be  by  the  said  commissioners  paid  into  the  treasury  of  wP"M^^-_ 
this  State:     And  provided  farther  that  such  estate  shall  not  be  parcel  iSy? 
of  the  lands  so  mortgaged  and  bound  as  aforesaid:     And   provided 
farther,  that  in  the  several  conveyances  to  the  said  three  persons  above- 
named  respectively,  it  shall  be  lawful  by  special  recitals  to  declare  that 
the  said  conveyances  were  made  in  pursujince  of  this  act,  and  that  the 
sum  of  five  shillings  and  the  amount  of  such  excess,  if  any,  shall  be,  shall 
be  inserted  in  the  said  conveyances  as  the  consideration  money. 


CHAP.  12. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  the  laws  relative  to  a  night  watch. 

Passed  the  7th  of  October,  1780. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorky  represented  Fine  to  be 
in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  JhiSibw. 
same^  That  in  lieu  of  the  pecuniary  fines  imposed  for  refusal,  neglect 
or  delay  of  duty  by  either  of  the  laws  relative  to  a  night  watch,  the  fine 
for  refusal,  neglect  or  delay  of  duty,  shall  be  twelve  shillings,  in  gold  or 
silver,  or  in  the  bills  of  eredit,  emitted  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  con- 
gress on  the  eighteenth  day  of  March  last. 


CHAP.  IS. 

AN  ACT  for  the  amendment  of  the  law  directing  the  sales  of 

forfeited  lands. 

Passed  the  7th  of  October,  1780. 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  CommU- 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  fo^JSIf  "u.* 
That  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  shall  not  after  the  passing  of  this  divided 
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Ibid,  aa  to 
rights  of 
laodlords. 


Purohas- 
ere  may 
proceed 
upon 
statutes 
uamed  to 
recover 
posses- 
sion. 


Costs  may 
be  recov- 
ered. 


Proviso  as 
to  rents 
In  arreare. 


Commls- 
sloners  to 
pay  same. 


Proviso  as 
to  permit- 
log  land- 
lord to 
re-enter. 


And  provided  farther,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  injure  the  rights  of  landlords  ;  and  every  landlord  shall  be 
entitled  to  a  like  remedy  for  the  recovery  of  rents,  and  be  authorized  to 
re-enter  upon  a  breach  of  condition  or  covenant,  or  for  non  payment  of 
rent,  and  possess  the  lands  in  like  manner  as  such  landlord  might  have 
done  if  the  tenant  had  not  gone  off  to  the  enemy  —  That  where  any 
lands  shall  be  sold  by  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  purchaser^  in  his  or  her  own  name  to  proceed  upon  the  statutes 
aforesaid  against  any  person  who  shall  then  be  possessed  of  such  lands, 
and  if  it  shall  appear  in  evidence  to  the  inquest  that  the  said  lands  on 
the  ninth  day  of  July  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy  six,  or  at  any  time  since  were  possessed  by  the  person,  by  the 
attainder  of  whom  the  said  lands  were  deemed  to  become  forfeited,  or 
by  the  tenant  of  such  person,  and  if  so  possessed  by  a  tenant,  that  the 
term  of  such  tenant  is  expired,  and  if  the  defendant  shall  not  thereupon 
prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  inquest,  that  the  person  so  attainted 
did  since  the  said  ninth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy  six,  and  before  the  time  to  which  the  attainder  of  the  said  per- 
son shall  relate,  convey  the  said  lands  to  the  said  defendant,  or  to  the 
person  under  whom  he  or  she  doth  claim  that  the  inquest  shall  there- 
upon find  the  forcible  entry  and  detainer  against  such  defendant,  and 
the  seizin  in  fee  of  such  purchaser  on  the  day  of  the  date  of  the  con- 
veyance to  such  purchaser  from  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures,  and 
if  such  inquisition  as  last  aforesaid  shall  be  traversed,  and  such  matters 
as  last  aforesaid  shall  appear  in  evidence  on  behalf  of  the  people  of 
this  State,  the  jury  shall  find  a  verdict  against  the  defendant  —  That 
where  any  person  shall  so  have  entered  upon  lands  as  aforesaid,  and 
shall  not  deliver  possession  of  the  lands  so  by  him  or  her  possessed, 
when  thereunto  required  by  the  said  commissioners  of  sequestration,  or 
the  purchaser  of  such  lands,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  proceedings  shall 
thereupon  be  had  against  such  person  upon  the  statute  of  forcible  entry 
and  detainer,  and  if  the  said  commissioners  of  sequestration,  or  such 
purchaser  as  aforesaid,  shall  in  consequence  of  such  proceedings  obtain 
possession  of  such  lands,  the  said  commissioners,  or  purchasors,  as  the 
case  may  be,  shall  recover  the  costs  and  expence  of  such  proceedings 
before  any  justice  of  the  peace  within  this  State,  the  jurisdiction  of 
which  justice  is  hereby  extended  to  such  suits,  notwithstanding  the  sums 
in  demand  may  exceed  the  value  of  the  sum  to  which  the  jurisdiction  of 
a  justice  of  the  peace  may  be  limitted,  by  any  law  of  this  State. 

And  whereas  it  may  so  happen  that  tenants  may  have  gone  off  to  the 
enemy  leaving  arrears  of  rent  due,  and  without  a  special  provision 
made  by  law  for  the  purpose,  the  lessees  under  the  commissioners  of 
sequestration  will  be  liable  to  pay  such  arrears. 

VIII.  Be  it  tlierefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  where 
any  lands  shall  have  become  liable  to  be  sequestered,  and  there  shall  be 
arrears  of  rent  due  on  such  lands,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  commission- 
ers of  sequestration  out  of  any  monies  which  they  shall  then  have  in 
hand,  to  pay  off  all  rents  in  arrear,  and  which  may  have  accrued  to  the 
time  when  they  shall  lease  such  lands  —  Provided  that  where  the  com- 
missioners shall  deem  the  term  or  interest  of  the  tenant  not  to  be  equal 
in  value  to  the  arrears  of  rent  so  due,  or  that  the  lands  will  not  exclu- 
sive of  the  taxes,  and  the  rent  reserved  to  the  landlords,  yield  a  rent    to 
the  State  sufficient  to  compensate   for  the  payment  of   such  arreaxs, 
that  then  in  either  of  the  cases  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  com- 
missioners in  their  discretion  to  permit  the  landlord  to  enter  upon  and 
possess  such  lands. 


Chap.  14.]  FOURTH  SESSION.  315 

IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in  all  Attorney- 
cases  where  suits  shall  be  commenced    against  purchasers  under  the  Sefend 
commissioners   of   forfeitures,  or  lessees  under   the   commissioners  of  ^"^^1 
sequestration,  by  persons  claiming  the  estate  so  sold  or  leased  by  title  against 
opposed  to  the  title  derived  under  either  of  the  said  commissioners,  all  Sra'or** 
such  suits  shall  be  defended  at  the  expence,  and  by  the  attorney  general  lessees, 
in  behalf,  of  the  people  of  this  State  —  that  it  shall  be  lawfull  for  the 
attorney  general,  by  warrant  from  the  person  administring  the  govern- 
ment of  this  State,  for  the  time  being,  to  draw  from  the  treasury  such 
sum  and  sums  of  money  as  the  person  administring  the  government  shall 
deem  necessary  to  be  expended  in  and  about  the  defence  of  such  suits  — 
That  the  attorney  general  shall  once  in  every  six  months  account  with 
the  auditor  general  of  this  State  for  the  expenditure  of  such,  monies  — 
and  that  the  attorney  general  shall  upon  a  warrant  from  the  person 
administring  the  government  for  the  time  being,  employ  such  council  to 
assist  in  and  about  the  defence  of  such  suits,  as  the  said  person  admin- 
istring the  government  shall  from  time  to  time  deem  necessary. 


CHAP.  14. 

AN  ACT  to  compleat  the  quota  of  the  troops  of  this  State  to 
serve  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  during  the  war. 

Passed  the  9th  of  October,  1780. 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorky  represented  in  Governor 
Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  "^  cause 
That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  person  administring  the  government  of  in  quota  ^ 
this  State  for  the  time  being,  whenever  he  shall  be  informed  of  the^^^J.^^^ 
deficiency  in  the  quota  of  this  State,  of  troops  to  serve  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  to  cause  men  to  complete  the  said  quota  to  be  raised 
within  the  several  counties  according  to  the  following  apportionment 
of  the  number  of  one  hundred,  that  is  to  say, 

Within  the  county  of  Albany  forty  ;    within  the  county  of    Ulster  Number 
fourteen;  within  the  county  of  Dutchess  twenty-five  ;  within  the  county  \f^^^xx> 
of  Orange  eleven  ;    within  the  county  of  West  Chester  three  ;  within  counties, 
the  county  of  Tryon  five  ;   and  within  the  county  of   Charlotte  two. 
That  the  quotas  to  be  assigned  to  the  several  counties  agreeable  to  To  be  ap- 
the  above  apportionment,  shall  be  apportioned  to  and  among  the  respec-  JS»ong°^*^ 
tive  regiments,  by  the  supervisors  of  the  county,  according  to  what  may  reipiments 
be  deemed  the  circumstances  and  abilities  of,  and  amount  of  estates  vlsSre!*'^ 
within,  the  respective  regiments — That  the  supervisors  shall  be  con- 
vened for  the  purpose  of  making  such  apportionment  as  last  aforesaid, 
by  the  supervisor's  clerk,  upon  a  warrant  to  be  directed  to  him,  from  the 
person  administring  the  government  for  the  time  being.     That  the  su- 
pervisor's clerk  shall  forthwith  after  such  apportionment  as  last  afore- 
said, shall  be  made,  certify  the  same  to  the  person  administring  the  gov- 
ernment for  the  time  being.     That  the  person  administring  the  govern-  Governor 
ment   for   the  time  being  shall  thereupon  cause   the  number  of  men  Jj^n^^s^ 
apportioned  to  the  several  regiments  to  be  raised  within  the  same  re-  signed  to 
spectively,  to  serve  in  the  Continental  battalions  of  this  State,  during  the  tob?^°*' 
war,  in  like  manner  as  is  provided  by  the  act  for  raising  troops  for  raised- 
the  farther  defence  of  the  frontiers,  passed  at  this  present  meeting  of 
the  legislature:     Provided  that  the  regiment  shall  be  divided  into  as 
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Proviso  as  many  classes  as  there  shall  be  men  to  be  raised  within  the  same,  and 
menS"  that  the  several  classes  shall  consist  of  an  equal  number  of  persons  as 
dfvSfcd  ^^^^  ^^  ™^y  ^^'  ^^^  provided  further  that  no  class  shall  be  compelled 
into  to  deliver  a  man  until  four  weeks  after  the  delivery  of  the  list  thereof; 

classes,      ^^^  provided  farther  that  each  class  instead  of  paying  a  sum  equal  to 
Amount  to  double  the  amount  of  the  sum  paid  by  any  class  in  the  regiment  for  a 
deifMuent  ^^^^^^^  such  delinquent  class  shall  pay  the  sum  of  thirty  pounds  in  spe- 
ciaas.  how  cie,  or  in  the  new  bills  emitted  upon  the  credit  of  this  State,  pursuant 
assessed.     ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  congress  of  the  eighteenth  of  March  last;  and  that  the 
proportion  of  each  person  in  a  class  capable  of  bearing  arms,  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  at  least  twelve  shillings  in  specie,  or  the  said  new  bills, 
and  the  assessors  in  assessing  the  sum  of  thirty  pounds,  to  and  among 
the  persons  composing  a  delinquent  class,  and  the  justice  of  the  peace, 
or  jury  in  assessing  the  damages  of  a  plaintif  who  shall  have  advanced 
monies  for  a  recruit,  shall  accordingly  determine  the  proportion  of  each 
person  in  the  class,  capable  of  bearing  arms,  to  be  at  least  twelve  shil- 
lings. 
Quakers,         II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  peo- 
be^Sid'b^  pie  called  Quakers  shall  contribute  as  a  bounty  towards  raising  the 
troops  to  be  raised  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  as  follows,  that  is  to  say, 
each  freeholder  forty  shillings,  and  each  person  not  being  a  freeholder 
sixteen  shillings  in  specie,  or  the  said  new  bills;  and  the  said  sums  shall 
be  levied  and  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  State,  in  like  manner  as  is 
directed  in  and  by  the  said  act  above  mentioned. 
If  fines  are      HI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  the 
officers**     ^^^^  on  delinquent  classes  shall  not  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this 
named       State,  on  or  before  the  time  for  that  purpose  to  be  assigned  in  gen- 
like  pe^     ^^^1  orders,  to  be  issued  by  the  person  admin istring  the  government 
aities.        for  the  time  being,  the  respective  commanding  officers  of  regiments, 
sergeants  and  assessors  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  penalties,  and  to  be 
levied  and  recovered  and  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  State,  in  like 
manner  as  is  directed  in  and  by  the  said  act. 
Moneys  IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall 

etclTto*?^  be  lawful  for  the  person  administring  the  government  for  the  time  be- 
by^^ovel^    ing,  to  draw  from  the  treasury  the  monies  which  shall  come  therein 
nor  In        from  such  fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures,  and  sums  assessed  upon  the 
oruiUL  ^  people  called  Quakers  as  aforesaid,  and  to  dispose  of  the  same  in  such 
manner  as  he  shall  deem  most  expedient  for  raising  recruits  to  serve  in 
the  said  battalions  during  the  war,  and  that  the  said  monies  shall  not 
until  the  legislature  shall  make  further  provision  respecting  the  same, 
be  appropriated  to  any  other  purpose. 
Captains         V.  And  be   it  further  enacted  by  the  authority   aforesaid^  That  the 
retiin*of    Supervisors  in  the  respective  wards,  towns,  manors,  districts  or  precincts, 
all  resi-       shall  forthwith  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  require  of  the  captains  or 
whose        next  commanding  officer  of  each  militia  company,  to  make  return  of  all 
joined*!^  persons  resident  within  the  beats  of  the  respective  companies,  whose 
enemy.       son,  or  sons  shall  then  have  gone  off  to  and  joined  the  enemy — That 
Notice  to    the  respective  supervisors  shall  forthwith  after  such  returns  shall  be 
sliow^oause  "™^^^>  cause  copies  thereof  to  be  affixed  in  at  least  three  public  places, 
why  they    in  the  ward,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  with  a  notice  at  the  foot 
be^axed.^^  of  each  copy,  notifying  the  several  persons  named  in  such  copy,  to  ap- 
pear before  the  supervisor  and  assessors,  at  such   time  and  place    as 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  supervisor,  and  to  be  specified  in  such  notice, 
to  shew  cause  why  they  should  not  respectively  be  taxed,  in  pursuance 
Asgwsops   of  this   act — That  the  supervisor  shall  convene  the  assessors  at  such 
vened  and  time  and  place  as  aforesaid,  and  the  assessors  being  so  convened,  shall 
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hear  the  several  persons  who  shall  be  named  in  such  return,  and  who  make  m- 
shall  then  and  there  appear,  and  their  respective  proofs  and  allegations —  *««»™®'**- 
That  the  assessors  shall  thereupon  assess  the  several  persons  whose 
son,  or  sons  shall  be  deemed  to  have  gone  off  to  and  joined  the  enemy, 
at  what  in  the  judgment  of  the  assessors  shall  be  deemed  to  be  the 
value  in  specie  of  the  estates  of  such  persons  respectively — That  where 
any  person  shall  have  two  sons  gone  off  to  and  joined  the  enemy  the 
sum  assessed  upon  such  person  shall  be  doubled  where  three  sons  the 
said  sum  shall  be  trebled,  and  in  a  like  proportion  for  each  additional 
son.  That  the  assessors  having  compleated  the  assessment  shall  return 
the  same  to  the  supervisor,  who  shall  thereupon  make  out  a  tax  list 
agreeable  thereto  for  levying  at  the  rate  of  nine  pence  in  the  pound, 
upon  the  several  sums  mentioned  in  such  assessment 

Provided  that  each  person  to  be  assessed  a^  aforesaid  shall  be  assessed  Proviso  as 
at  such  sum,  as  that  his  or  her  tax  shall  amount  to  at  least  five  pounds.  ^iSew"^ 
That  the  supervisor  having  compleated  and  subscribed  the  tax  list,  shall  ment. 
transmit  a  copy  thereof  to  the  person  administring  the  government  for  22*/^  ^^ 
the  time  being  and  shall  deliver  the  tax  list  to  the  collector,  who  shall  jtovernor 
within  one  month  from  the  receipt  of  such  tax  list  collect  the  taxes  SSnvlred 
therein  specified,  and  pay  the  same  into  the  treasury  of  the  county,  and  tocoHec- 
the  collectors  are  hereby  vested  with  the  like  powers  and  authorities,  in,  lection" 
and  shall  be  intitled  to  a  like  poundage,  for  collecting  the  said  tax,  and  ^^f*Jij> 
the  county  treasurers  shall  be  entitled  to  a  like  commission  for  receiv-  treasury, 
ing  the  said  tax,  as  are  granted  and  allowed  in  and  by  the  act  for  ^2S^i 
raising  five  million  dollars,  passed  the  sixth  day  of  March  last.      That  ooUeotors. 
the  monies  arising  from  the  tax  aforesaid,  shall  be  drawn  from  the  re- 
spective county  treasuries  by  warrant  from  the  person  administring  the 
government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  and  be  applied  and  dis- 
posed of  by  him  in  such  manner  as  aforesaid. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  gold  Species  of 
and  silver,  and  such  new  bills  as  aforesaid,  only,  and  no  other  species  of  Se*?^^  ^^ 
money,  shall  be  receivable  in  payment  for  the  said  tax,  or  upon  the  sales  ceived. 
of  any  goods  or  chatties  which  may  be  distrained  for  the  said  tax. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  the  captains, 
captain  or  commanding  officer  of  a  company   shall  not  make  such  re-  3Jfy®°etc5 
turn  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  omit  the  name  or  names  of  any  person  or  to  forfeit  * 
persons  for  each  and  every  such  neglect  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  fifty  J^Sids. 
pounds,  of  like  money  as  aforesaid,  to  the  people  of  this  State,  to  be  re- 
covered in  like  manner  as  the  penalties  on  colonels  or  commanding  offi- 
cers of  regiments  are  directed  to  be  recovered  in  and  by  the  said  act  first 
mentioned;  and  in  either  of  the  cases  aforesaid  it  shall  be  and  it  is 
hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  supervisor  to  form  a  list  of  such  persons 

as  aforesaid  within  the  beat  of  such  company,  or  supply  such  omission*, 
as  the  case  may  be. 

Provided  nevertheless  that  no  person  shall  be  assessed  by  reason  persons 
that  the  son  of  such  person  went  off  to,  and  joined  the  enemy,  if  such  2^^^^ 
son  went  off  to  the  enemy,  on  or  before  the  ninth  day  of  July  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy  six,  or  if  such  son  on  the  said  ninth 
day  of  July  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six  was  above 
the  age  of  twenty  one  years,  or  if  such  son  at  the  time  he  so  went  off, 
being  above  the  age  of  twenty  one  years,  did  not  then  actually  reside 
with  his  father,  or  in  case  of  the  death  of  his  father,  then  with  his 
mother — 

And  provided  farther  that  no  person  shall  be  assessed,  if  he  shall  Ibid, 
make  it  appear  to  the  supervisor  and  assessors  that  the  son  or  sons  by 
reasons  of  whose  going  off  to  and  joining  the  enemy,  such  person  shall 
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be  liable  to  be  assessed,  shall,  at  the  time  of  making  such  assessment, 
have  voluntarily  returned  from  the  enemy,  and  be  then  actually  resid- 
ing in  some  part  of  this  State,  not  within  the  power  of  the  enemy. 
Officers  VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the 

^be^  supervisors  and  assessors,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  for  their  respec- 
P**Jj'or  tive  services  and  expences  in  executing  the  business  committed  to  them 
aud  ex-  by  this  act,  in  like  manner  as  is  provided  in  and  by  the  said  act  last 
penses.       above  mentioned. 

FftTixieDtB  IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  re- 
fnto^reaa-^  spective  sergeants,  collectors,  county  treasurers  and  commanding  officers 
count  ^^  regiments,  and  other  public  officers,  shall  respectively  pay  all  gold 
Btate.oron  and  silver  which  may  come  into  their  hands  in  pursuance  of  this  act, 
of*7ove^  ^^^^  ^^  county  treasuries,  State-treasury,  or  upon  the  warrants  of  the 
"or.  person  adniinistring  the  government  for  the  time  being,  as  the  case  may 

be;  and  each  and  every  person  to  whose  hands  any  gold  or  silver  shall 
come  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  exchange  such  gold  or  silver  or  any  part 
thereof  for  paper  currency,  or  shall  pay  of  their  own  monies  and  retain  such 
gold  or  silver,  or  any  part  thereof,  in  lieu  thereof,  shall  be  deemed  guilty 
of  an  offence  against  the  people  of  this  State,  and  shall  upon  conviction 
be  subject  to  fine  and  imprisonment  in  the  discretion  of  the  court  be- 
fore whom  the  conviction  shall  be  had — And  that  the  courts  of  quarter 
or  general  sessions  of  the  peace  shall  also  have  cognizance  of  the  said 
offence. 


CHAP.  15. 

AN  ACT  authorizing  certain  persons  to  make  contracts  on  be- 
half of  this  State,  with  respect  to  provisions  to  be  procured 
within  the  same,  for  public  uses. 

Passed  the  loth  of  October,  1780. 

Preamble  Whereas  great  embarrassments  have  arisen  in  furnishing  supplies  for 
pfyinS"^  the  army  of  the  United  States,  by  reason  of  large  contracts,  which  the 
Jrench  officers  of  the  fleet  and  army  of  our  great  and  illustrious  ally,  now  at 
provisions,  Rhode  Island  have  thought  necessary  to  enter  into  with  many  persons 
®^-  to  obtain  provisions  for  the  said  fleet  and  army.  ATid  whereas  it  is  neces- 

sary that  measures  should  be  adopted  for  supplying  the  said  fleet  and 
army,  consistent  with  the  means  used  for  procuring  supplies  for  the  army 
of  the  United  States. 
Persona  I.    Be  it    enacted  by  the  People  of  the   State   of  New  York,  repre- 

enterlnto  ^^^^ted  in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
contracts  the  same^  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  honorable  Philip  Schuyler  and 
offioenu^^  John  Sloss  Hobart  Esquires,  and  Egbert  Benson  Esquire,  or  any  or 
^'^^'  either  of  them,  on  behalf  of  this  State,  to  enter  into  any  covenants  or 

contracts  with  the  proper  officers  of  the  said  French  fleet  and  army,  to 
supply  them  with  such  specific  kinds  and  quantities  of  provisions,  and 
other  necessaries,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  said  fleet  and 
army,  upon  such  terms,  as  the  said  Philip  Schuyler,  John  Sloss  Hobart 
and  Egbert  Benson,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  shall  deem  beneficial  for 
this  State,  and  consistent  with  the  means  used  for  procuring  supplies 
for  the  army  of  the  United  States.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said 
Philip  Schuyler,  John  Sloss  Hobart  and  Egbert  Benson,  or  any  or  either  of 
them,  to  meet  commissioners  or  deputies  from  other  States,  at  such  time 
and  place  as  shall  be  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  proposing  and  agreeing; 
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on  any  terms  which  they  may  think  proper,  for  furnishing  the  said  supplies 
for  the  said  French  fleet  and  army  in  manner  aforesaid — That  it  shall  be  Governor 
lawful  for  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State,  by  writ-  JJJn Spir- 
ing under  his  hand,  to  appoint  such  and  so  many  persons,  as  he  shall  deem  bom  to 
proper  and  necessary,  to  carry  into  effect  any  such  contracts  or  cove-  trac&lnto 
nants.     That  the  said  persons  so  to  be  appointed,  shall  in  the  execution  «ff®ct. 
of  the  said  business,  obey  such  orders  and  directions  as  they  shall  from 
time  to  time  receive,  from  the  person  administring  the  government  for 
the  time  being — That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  person  administring  the  May  draw 
government  for  the  time  being,  to  draw  warrants  on  the  treasury  of  this  oim^,^ 
State,  in  favor  of  any  person  or  persons,  and  for  such  sura  and  sums  ury,  etc. 
as  he  shall  deem  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  such  contracts 
and  covenants  as  aforesaid  into  effect — And  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  person  administring  the  government  for  the  time  being,  whenever  he 
shall  deem  it  necessary,  by  his  proclamation  to  be  issued  for  the  pur- 
pose to  lay  an  embargo  on  the  exportation  of  flour  meal  and  wheat  out 
of  this  State,  under  the  same  pains  and  penalties  as  are  mentioned  in 
the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  flour  meal  and 
grain  out  of  this  State,"  and  to  continue  such  embargo  for  such  time  as 
he  shall  deem  proper  and  necessary. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall  May  direct 
be  lawful  for  the   person   administring  the   government  for   the  time  ^^^ 
being,  to   direct   the  agent  of   this  State  to  deliver  any  quantity  or  to  deliver 
quantities  of  the  wheat  which  may  be  procured  by  assessment,  or  of  ^  ®*''®*^ 
the  flour  to  be  made  of  such  wheat,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  twenty 
thousand  bushels  of  wheat,  or  a  proportional  quantity  of  flour,  to  such  " 

person  or  persons  as  the  said  person  administring  the  government  shall 
appoint,  to  be  applied  towards  carrying  such  contracts  or  covenants 
into  effect,  in  such  manner  as  the  said  person  administring  the  govern- 
ment, shall  direct — And  that  all  monies  which  may  be  received  in  con- 
sequence of  such  covenants  or  contracts,  shall  be  by  the  several  per- 
sons by  whom  the  same  shall  be  received,  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this 
State,  to  be  drawn  from  thence,  and  to  be  appropriated  towards  procur- 
ing a  quantity  of  wheat  or  flour  to  replace  the  wheat  and  flour  so  to  be 
delivered  as  aforesaid,  in  such  manner  as  the  said  person  administring 
the  government  shall  direct. 


CHAP.  16. 

AN  ACT  for  raising  by  tax  a  sum  equal  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  in  specie. 

Passed  the  loth  of  October,  1780. 

Whereas  congress,  by  act  of  the  twenty  sixth  day  of  August  last,  Act  of 
did  resolve  *'  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  States,  to  raise  by  JecltedL* 
"  taxes,  payable  in  the  bills  emitted  pursuant  to  the  act  of  congress  passed 
"  the  eighteenth  day  of  March  last,  or  in  specie,  their  respective  quotas 
"  of  three  million  dollars  agreeable  to  the  apportionment  of  the  seventh 
"  October  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine,  and  pay  the 
"  saitie  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  as  soon  as  possible,  the 
'*  payment  to  be  fully  compleated  by  the  last  day  of  December  next; 
"  each  State  to  be  allowed  interest  for  the  same  from  the  time  it  is  paid, 
**to  be  hereafter  adjusted  according  to  a  resolution  of  the  sixth  of 
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"  October  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine —  That  Major 
"  General  Greene  late  quartermaster  general  and  Jeremiah  Wadsworth  late 
"  commissary  general  of  purchases,  and  the  present  commissary  general 
*'  of  purchases,  respectively,  render  an  account  to  the  board  of  treasury 
"  of  the  amount  of  the  monies  due  from  them  on  certificates  or  otherwise, 
"  on  public  account,  specifying  the  sum  due  in  each  State,  in  order  that 
"  warrants  may  issue  in  their  favor  on  the  treasurers  of  such  States  for 
**  payment  of  the  same,  out  of  the  monies  to  be  collected  for  the  United 
• "  States  as  aforesaid,  which  warrants  being  paid,  shall  be  accepted  by 
"  the  treasurer  toward  such  States  quota  of  the  monies  to  be  raised  as 
**  aforesaid:  And  it  is  further  recommended  to  such  States  to  provide 
"  that  the  certificates  of  the  said  quartermaster  and  commissaries,  and 
"  those  who  purchased  under  them,  be  received  in  payment  of  the  said 
"  taxes,  to  the  amount  of  such  warrants,  under  proper  regulations  for 
"  preventing  frauds.  That  all  and  singular  the  creditors  of  these  United 
**  States,  for  supplies  furnished  the  army,  or  the  transportation  thereof, 
**  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  just  value  of  the  sums  due  to  them 
"  respectively,  in  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  pursuant  to  the  act  of  the 
"  eighteenth  of  March  last  the  value  of  the  sums  due,  to  be  ascertained 
"  according  to  the  current  value  of  Continental  bills  of  credit,  compared 
**  with  specie,  at  the  time  the  money  became  due,  at  the  place  where 
**the  supplies  were  furnished;  provided  the  same  do  not  exceed  the 
"  prices  fixed  for  such  suppHes  by  the  act  of  the  twenty  fifth  of  Febuary 
"  last,  or  a  proportionate  value  for  services,  done,  and  articles  furnished 
**  not  mentioned  in  the  said  act:  but  if  the  nominal  sum  in  Continental 
**  currency  contracted  for,  when  reduced  to  specie  value  as  aforesaid, 
"shall  exceed  the  fixed  prices  as  aforesaid,  the  creditor  shall  be 
**  entitled  to  receive  the  amount  of  supplies  furnished,  or  services 
**  done,  at  the  said  fixed  or  proportionate  prices,  in  the  new  bills 
**  aforesaid,  or  the  nominal  sum,  contracted  for  in  Continental  bills 
**  of  credit,  and  no  more,  at  his  election.  —  And  that  the  accounts 
**  being  duly  examined  and  adjusted  by  the  rule  aforesaid,  by  commis- 
**  sioners  that  may  be  appointed  ageeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  twelfth 
^*  of  June  last,  to  settle  the  accounts  of  oflScers  of  the  staff  departments 
**  in  the  several  State,  or  by  the  officer  who  made  the  contract,  or  by 
'*  whom  the  payment  is  to  be  made;  the  same  shall  be  paid,  or  a  certi- 
**  cate  given  for  the  sum  justly  due,  certifying  that  the  same  hath  been 
"  duly  examined  and  adjusted,  agreeably  to  the  directions  aforesaid,  and 
"  if  paid  in  the  new  bills,  the  interest  on  the  said  bills  shall  be  computed 
**  to  the  date  of  such  certificate." 

In  compliance  therefore  with  the  said  resolutions : 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 
That  there  shall  be  raised  by  tax  within  this  State,  a  sum  equal  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  specie — -That  the  quotas  of  the 
several  counties  of  the  said  tax  shall  be  as  follows,  that  is  to  say,  the 
quota  of  the  county  of  Albany,  sixty  five  thousand,  one  hundred  and 
sixty  two  dollars;  the  quota  of  the  county  of  Ulster,  twenty  thousand, 
eight  hundred  and  eighty  dollars;  the  quota  of  the  county  of  Dutchess, 
thirty  eight  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  seventy  seven  dollars;  the 
quota  of  the  county  of  West  Chester,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and 
sixteen  dollars;  the  quota  of  the  county  of  Orange,  seventeen  thousand 
one  hundred  and  sixty  one  dollars;  the  quota  of  the  county  of  Tryon, 
five  thousand  dollars;  and  the  quota  of  the  county  of  Charlotte,  eight 
How  to  be  hundred  and  four  dollars.  That  the  said  tax  shall  be  raised  in  like 
raised.        manner,  and  under  the  same  penalties,  as  the  sum  of  three  million  of 
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dollars  is  directed  to  be  raised  in  the  act  entitled,  "  An  act  for  raising 
the  sum  of  five  million  of  dollars  by  tax  within  this  State,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned,"  passed  the  sixth  day  of  March  last  — 
That  the  supervisors  shall  be  convened  for  the  purpose  of  apportioning  supervis- 
the  quotas  of  the  towns,  manors,  districts  and  precincts  within  the  county  forthwith 
forthwith  after  the  passing  of  this  act;  and  the  assessors  forthwith  after  convene 
such  apportionment  shall  be  made,  shall  be  convened  for  the  purpose  of  p^nfon 
making  the  assessments,  so  that  the  assessments  shall  be  compleated  and  quota* and 
the  tax  lists  made  out  ready  to  be  delivered  to  the  collectors,  on  or  be-  to^mak" 
fore  the  fifteenth  day  of  December  next.      That  gold  or  silver  at  the  ^^ 
rate  of  eight  shillings  for  a  Spanish  milled  dollars,  and  other  coins  in  a  species  of 
like  proportion,  and  bills  of  credit  emitted  upon  the  credit  of  this  State,  ^^^^  ^ 
or  any  other  of  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  congress  of  ceived. 
the  eighteenth  of  March  last,  and  such  certificates  as  are  mentioned  in 
the  above  recited  act  of  congress,  and  no  other  species  of  money,  and 
no  other  certificates,  shall  be  received  in  payment  for  the  said  tax,  to  be 
raised  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  or  for  any  goods  or  chatties  which  may 
be  distrained  and  sold  for  payment  of  the  said  tax.     That  the  treasurer  Treasurer 
of  this  State  shall  pay  the  tax  to  be  raised  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  as  f2to*ti^- 
the  same  shall  from  time  to  time  be  received  by  him,  into  the  treasury  of  ury  of 
the  United  States,  or  shall  apply  the  same  to  the  discharge  of  such  war-  statw? 
.  rants  as  shall  be  drawn  upon  him  pursuant  to  the  said  act  of  congress: 

Provided  nevertheless,  that  if  any  person  possessed  of  any  such  certi-  Proviso  as 
ficates  shall  require  of  the  treasurer  payment  for  the  same,  that  then  it  ^  certm-*** 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  treasurer,  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  pay  off  cates. 
such  certificate  if  he  shall  have  in  hands  monies  arising  from  the  tax  to 
be  raised  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  sufiicient  for  the  purpose,  and  to 
charge  the  amount  of  such  certificate  to  the  account  of  the  United 
States,  or  discount  the  same  in  payment  of  such  warrants  as  aforesaid. 
And,  provided  further,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  county  treasurer,  or 
collector,  if  they  shall  respectively  have  in  hands  monies  arising  from 
the  tax  to  be  raised  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  sufficient  for  the  purpose, 
to  pay  off  any  such  certificates  as  aforesaid,  which  shall  be  rendered  to 
them  respectively  for  the  purpose;  and  to  pay  all  such  certificates  which 
they  shall  severally  have  received  into  the  county  treasury,  or  State 
treasury,  as  part  of  the  quota  of  the  said  tax,  of  the  town,  manor,  dis- 
trict or  precinct,  or  of  the  county,  as  the  case  may  be,  any  thing  herein 
contaiined  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding ;  and  that  the  collection  of 
the  said  tax  shall  commence  and  be  compleated  at  the  several  times  for 
that  purpose  to  be  prescribed,  in  and  by  the  proclamation  herein  after 
mentioned. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  whenever  when 
it  shall  appear  to  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  ^ay^ssue 
for  the  time  being,  and  a  majority  of  any  five  members  of  the  legislature  prociama- 
to  be  summoned  by  him  for  the  purpose,  that  reasonable  time  hath  been  J^ting 
afforded  to  the  creditors  of  the  United  States,  within  this  State,  to  have  J5fj*j^ 
their  accounts  settled  and  adjusted  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the  said  etc. 
act  of  congress,  it  shall  then  be  lawful  for  the  said  person  administring  the 
government,  to  issue  a  proclamation  directing  the  said  tax  to  be  collected, 
and  assign  a  time  not  exceeding  ten  weekes,  nor  less  than  six  weekes  from 
the  date  of  the  said  proclamation,  within  which  the  same  shall  be  col- 
lected and  paid  into  the.respective  county  treasuries,  and  specifying  the 
form   or  forms  of  the  certificates  to  be  received  in  payment  of  the  said 
tax,  and  the  name  or  names  of  the  person  or  persons  by  whom  such 
certificates  shall  be  subscribed. 

41 
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Proviso  as  §§  And  whereas  it  may  so  happen  that  the  sum  due  to  any  such  creditor 
whewuBum  ^ay  exceed  the  amouHt  of  his  or  her  tax,  and  should  such  creditor  be 
cMdaTax    ^^^^g^^  ^^  accept  of  one  certificate  for  the  whole  sum  due,  the  intent  of 


this  act  in  making  such  certificates  as  aforesaid  receivable  in  taxes,  may 
be  thereby  in  a  great  measure  defeated. 
Certifl-  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  when- 

sucffsums  ^^^^  ^^  account  of  any  such  creditor  shall  be  settled  and  adjusted,  the 
as  creditor  person  or  persons  authorized  to  give  a  certificate  for  the  sum  due,  shall 
b^Ssued.  give  to  such  creditor,  such  and  so  many  different  certificates,  and  for 
such  and  so  many  different  sums,  as  such  creditor  shall  elect,  not  exceed- 
ing in  the  whole  the  amount  of  the  sum  so  due. —  §§ 
Certill-  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  such 

priDted,     certificates  shall  be  printed,  and  shall  be  of  such  form  or  forms,  as  the 
eto.™  ^''     persons  authorized  to  give  the  same,  or  any  two  of  then,  together  with 
the  treasurer  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  shall  devise,  and  deem 
best   calculated   to   prevent   frauds  —  That   such  form  or  forms  shall 
be  certified  by  the  persons  devising  the  same,  to  tHe  person  administring 
the  goverhment  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  and  that  no  person  shall 
be  permitted  to  subscribe  such  certificates,  unless  he  shall  be  approved 
by  the  said  person  administring  the  government,  for  the  time  being. 
Proviso  as      §§  And  whereas  in  order  to  prevent  any  disputes  which  may  arise  with 
respStin?  rcspcct  to  the  rates  of  depreciation,  agreeable  to  which  the  accounts  of 
pfwi^'on^  such  creditors  are  to  be  settled,  this  State  hath  suggested  to   congress 
*  the  necessity  of  devising  an  uniform  mode  for  ascertaining  the  depre- 
ciation to  be  observed  throughout  all  the  States  in  the  settlement  of 
such  accounts. 
Rates  of  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afdresaidy   That   unless    con- 

atiflJ?,Vow  gress  shall,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  Navember  next,  have  devised 
certoined.  ^^^  dclared  a  mode  for  ascertaining  the  rates  of  depreciation  agreeable 
to  which  such  accounts  are  to  be  settled,  it  shall  then  be  lawful  for  the 
person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  to- 
gether with  a  majority  of  any  five  members  of  the  legislature,  to  be  by 
him  summoned  for  the  purpose,  to  devise  a  mode  or  plan  for  ascertaining 
the  value  of  the  sums  due  to  such  creditors,  within  this  State,  upon  the 
settlement  of  their  respective  accounts,  and  to  cause  the  same  to  be 
published,  by  his  proclamation  to  be  issued  for  the  purpose  —  §§. 


CHAP.  IT. 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  certain  contingent  ex- 
pences  of  this  State. 

Passed  the  loth  of  October,  1780. 

Approprl-       Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New   York  represented 

ation.         '^  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the 

samey  That  the  treasurer  shall  out  of  any  monies  which  may  from  time 

to  time  be  in  the  treasury,  other  than  monies  arising  from  the  sales  of 

forfeited  lands,  pay  the  following  sums  of  money  in  bills  emitted  upon 

the  credit  of  this  State,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  congress  of  the  eighteenth 

of  March  last,  to  the  following  persons  respectively  that  is  to  say  — 

To  the  To  his  Excellency  the  Governor  such  sum  or  sums  as  he  shall  require 

govero<Mr.    ^^^  exceeding  in  the  whole  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds, 

to  be  applied  towards  repairing  the  house  with  the  appurtenances,  pro- 
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vided  for  him  in  the  town  of  Poughkeepsie,  by  the  commissioners  of 
sequestration  of  the  county  of  Dutchess. 

To  the  Honorable  James  Duane,  William  Floyd,  Robert  R.  Living-  Delegates 
ston,  John  Morin  Scott  and  Ezra  L'Hommedieu  Esquires,  delegates  ^t^"' 
from  this  State  in  congress,  severally,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds  mentioned  in  the  act  for  the  payment  of  the 
salaries  of  the  several  officers  of  government,  and  of  certain  debt  due 
from  this  State,  passed  the  first  day  of  July  last,  or  their  respective 
orders,  on  account,  such  sum  or  sums  as  they  shall  respectively  require, 
not  exceeding  three  hundred  pounds  to  each  delegate. 

To  the  Honorable  Alexander  Mc  Dougall  Esquire,  one  other  of  the 
delegates  from  this  State  in  congress,  or  his  order,  on  account,  such  sum 
or  sums  as  he  shall  require,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  pounds. 

To  the  several  members  of  the  senate  and  assembly,  for  each  day  Senatow 
they  shall  have  attended  in  senate  and  assembly,  during  the  present  Sere™?™' 
meeting  of  the  legislature,  each  the  sum  of  twelve  shillings,  and  for  each  aasembiy. 
day  they  shall  be  severally  travelling  from  their  respective  places  of 
abode  to  the  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  legislature,  and  returning,  the 
sum  of  sixteen  shillings,  agreeable  to  such  accounts  thereof  as  they  shall 
respectively  produce,  certified  by  the  president  of  the  senate,  or  speaker 
of  the  assembly,  as  the  case  may  be,  the  account  of  the  president  of  the 
senate,  to  be  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the  senate,  and  the  account  of  the 
speaker  of  the  assembly,  to  be  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the  assembly. 

To  the  honorable  John  Sloss  Hobart  and  Philip  Schuyler  Esquires,  Deputies 
and  to  Egbert  Benson  Esquire,  on  account,  to  defray  the  expence  of  JJn^M. 
attending  as  deputies  on  behalf  of  this  State  in  the  convention  pro- 
posed to  be  held  at  Hartford  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  November 
next,  each  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds. 

To  Robert  Benson  Esquire  clerk  of  the  senate,  for  his  services  in  that  aerk  of 
station,  during  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  twenty  four  shil-  ^^^ate. 
lings  per  day,  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce,  cer- 
tified by  the  president  of  the  senate.  To  the  said  Robert  Benson,  for 
sundry  sums  by  him  advanced  for  the  use  of  the  senate,  the  amount  of 
such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce  certified  by  the  president  of 
the  senate. 

To  John  McKesson  Esquire  clerk  of  the  assembly,  for  his  services  Clerk  of 
in  that  station  during  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature  twenty  four  **^™**'y- 
shillings  per  day,  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce, 
certified  by  the  speaker  of  the  assembly.  To  the  said  John  McKesson 
for  sundry  sums  by  him  advanced  for  the  use  of  the  assembly,  the 
amount  of  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce,  certified  by  the 
speaker  of  the  assembly. 

To  Victor  Bicker  doorkeeper  to  the  senate,  for  his  services  in  that  Doorkeep- 
station,  during  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature  sixteen  shillings  per  ®"" 
day,  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce,  certified  by 
the  president  of  the  senate. 

To  Richard  Ten  Eyke  doorkeeper  to  the  assembly,  for  his  services  in 
that  station,  during  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  sixteen  shillings 
per  day,  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce,  certified 
by  the  speaker  of  the  assembly. 

And  to  Samuel  Dodge  Esquire  commissioner  to  have  the  care  and  Commia- 
superintendance  of  such  poor  as  were  removed  from  the  city  of  New  have*Su« 
York,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  on  account,  for  the  use  of  the  of  poor. 
said  poor. 
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Proviso  as  §§  And  whereas  it  may  so  happen  that  the  sum  due  to  any  such  creditor 
wherJ^um  ™ay  exceed  the  amouHt  of  his  or  her  tax,  and  should  such  creditor  be 
^"*da^ax    ^blig^^  ^o  accept  of  one  certificate  for  the  whole  sum  due,  the  intent  of 


this  act  in  making  such  certificates  as  aforesaid  receivable  in  taxes,  may 
be  thereby  in  a  great  measure  defeated. 
Certlfl-  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  autJwrity  aforesaid^  That  when- 

suohsums  ^^^^  ^^  account  of  any  such  creditor  shall  be  settled  and  adjusted,  the 
as  creditor  person  or  persons  authorized  to  give  a  certificate  for  the  sum  due,  shall 
beuaued.  give  to  such  creditor,  such  and  so  many  different  certificates,  and  for 
such  and  so  many  different  sums,  as  such  creditor  shall  elect,  not  exceed- 
ing in  the  whole  the  amount  of  the  sum  so  due. —  §§ 
Certlfl-  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  such 

printed,     certificates  shall  be  printed,  and  shall  be  of  such  form  or  forms,  as  the 
eto.™  ^''     persons  authorized  to  give  the  same,  or  any  two  of  then,  together  with 
the  treasurer  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  shall  devise,  and  deem 
best   calculated   to   prevent   frauds  —  That   such  form  or  forms  shall 
be  certified  by  the  persons  devising  the  same,  to  tHe  person  administring 
the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  and  that  no  person  shall 
be  permitted  to  subscribe  such  certificates,  unless  he  shall  be  approved 
by  the  said  person  administring  the  government,  for  the  time  being. 
Proviso  as      §§  And  whereas  in  order  to  prevent  any  disputes  which  may  arise  with 
respecting  respect  to  the  rates  of  depreciation,  agreeable  to  which  the  accounts  of 
ra*e«^j<*®-  such  creditors  are  to  be  settled,  this  State  hath  suggested  to   congress 
preo     on.  ^^  necessity  of  devising  an  uniform  mode  for  ascertaining  the  depre- 
ciation to  be  observed  throughout  all  the  States  in  tjie  settlement  of 
such  accounts. 
Rates  of  Be  it  further  encuted  by  the  authority  afdresaidy   That   unless   con- 

ation °how  gress  shall,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  Navember  next,  have  devised 
certalned.  ^^^  delared  a  mode  for  ascertaining  the  rates  of  depreciation  agreeable 
to  which  such  accounts  are  to  be  settled,  it  shall  then  be  lawful  for  the 
person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  to- 
gether with  a  majority  of  any  five  members  of  the  legislature,  to  be  by 
him  summoned  for  the  purpose,  to  devise  a  mode  or  plan  for  ascertaining 
the  value  of  the  sums  due  to  such  creditors,  within  this  State,  upon  the 
settlement  of  their  respective  accounts,  and  to  cause  the  same  to  be 
published,  by  his  proclamation  to  be  issued  for  the  purpose  —  §§. 


CHAP*  IT. 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  certain  contingent  ex- 
pences  of  this  State. 

Passed  the  loth  of  October,  1780. 

Appropri-       Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New   York  represented 

ation.         '^  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  encuted  by  the  authority  of  the 

sanUy  That  the  treasurer  shall  out  of  any  monies  which  may  from  time 

to  time  be  in  the  treasury,  other  than  monies  arising  from  the  sales  of 

forfeited  lands,  pay  the  following  sums  of  money  in  bills  emitted  upon 

the  credit  of  this  State,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  congress  of  the  eighteenth 

of  March  last,  to  the  following  persons  respectively  that  is  to  say  — 

To  the  To  his  Excellency  the  Governor  such  sum  or  sums  as  he  shall  require 

governor.    ^^^  exceeding  in  the  whole  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds, 

to  be  applied  towards  repairing  the  house  with  the  appurtenances,  pro- 
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vided  for  him  in  the  town  of  Poughkeepsie,  by  the  commissioners  of 
sequestration  of  the  county  of  Dutchess. 

To  the  Honorable  James  Duane,  William  Floyd,  Robert  R.  Living-  Deieirates 
ston,  John  Morin  Scott  and  Ezra  L'Hommedieu  Esquires,  delegates  ^S<S2"* 
from  this  State  in  congress,  severally,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds  mentioned  in  the  act  for  the  payment  of  the 
salaries  of  the  several  officers  of  government,  and  of  certain  debt  due 
from  this  State,  passed  the  first  day  of  July  last,  or  their  respective 
orders,  on  account,  such  sum  or  sums  as  they  shall  respectively  require, 
not  exceeding  three  hundred  pounds  to  each  delegate. 

To  the  Honorable  Alexander  Mc  Dougall  Esquire,  one  other  of  the 
delegates  from  this  State  in  congress,  or  his  order,-  on  account,  such  sum 
or  sums  as  he  shall  require,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  pounds. 

To  the  several  members  of  the  senate  and  assembly,  for  each  day  Senatow 
they  shall  have  attended  in  senate  and  assembly,  during  the  present  Sere "f  "*' 
meeting  of  the  legislature,  each  the  sum  of  twelve  shillings,  and  for  each  assembly. 
day  they  shall  be  severally  travelling  from  their  respective  places  of 
abode  to  the  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  legislature,  and  returning,  the 
sum  of  sixteen  shillings,  agreeable  to  such  accounts  thereof  as  they  shall 
respectively  produce,  certified  by  the  president  of  the  senate,  or  speaker 
of  the  assembly,  as  the  case  may  be,  the  account  of  the  president  of  the 
senate,  to  be  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the  senate,  and  the  account  of  the 
speaker  of  the  assembly,  to  be  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the  assembly. 

To  the  honorable  John  Sloss  Hobart  and  Philip  Schuyler  Esquires,  Deputies 
and  to  Egbert  Benson  Esquire,  on  account,  to  defray  the  expence  of  JJnJ^. 
attending  as  deputies  on  behalf  of  this  State  in  the  convention  pro- 
posed to  be  held  at  Hartford  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  November 
next,  each  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds. 

To  Robert  Benson  Esquire  clerk  of  the  senate,  for  his  services  in  that  aerk  of 
station,  during  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  twenty  four  shil-  »«'>**®- 
lings  per  day,  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce,  cer- 
tified by  the  president  of  the  senate.  To  the  said  Robert  Benson,  for 
sundry  sums  by  him  advanced  for  the  use  of  the  senate,  the  amount  of 
such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce  certified  by  the  president  of 
the  senate. 

To  John  McKesson  Esquire  clerk  of  the  assembly,  for  his  services  Clerk  of 
in  that  station  during  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature  twenty  four  **^™**'y- 
shillings  per  day,  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce, 
certified  by  the  speaker  of  the  assembly.  To  the  said  John  McKesson 
for  sundry  sums  by  him  advanced  for  the  use  of  the  assembly,  the 
amount  of  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce,  certified  by  the 
speaker  of  the  assembly. 

To  Victor  Bicker  doorkeeper  to  the  senate,  for  his  services  in  that  Doorkeep- 
station,  during  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature  sixteen  shillings  per  ®"* 
day,  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce,  certified  by 
the  president  of  the  senate. 

To  Richard  Ten  Eyke  doorkeeper  to  the  assembly,  for  his  services  in 
that  station,  during  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  sixteen  shillings 
per  day,  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce,  certified 
by  the  speaker  of  the  assembly. 

And  to  Samuel  Dodge  Esquire  commissioner  to  have  the  care  and  Commis- 
superintendance  of  such  poor  as  were  removed  from  the  city  of  New  haye^Sre 
York,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  on  account,  for  the  use  of  the  of  poor, 
said  poor. 


324  LAWS  OF  NEW  YORK.  [Chap.  17. 

Preamble  Whereas  Matthew  Cantine  Esquire,  did  •on  the  first  day  of  May,  one 
Sdes'tobe  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine,  deliver  to  Philip  Cortlandt 
?o  BiUt^^  Esquire,  colonel  of  the  second  battalion  of  the  troops  of  this  State,  in 
thew  Can-  the  service  of  the  United  States,  eighty  one  pair  of  shoes  for  the  use  of 
**"®'  the  said  battalion,  for  which  the  said  Philip  Cortlandt  gave  his  receipt, 

and  engaged  to  pay  for  the  said  shoes  with  an  equivalent  in  raw  hides. 
Coramis-         Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority   aforesaid^    That    it 
mate^de-   shall  be  lawful  for  Peter  T.  Curtenius  Esquire,  commissary  to  purchase 
livery.        clothing  for  this  State,  and  he  is  hereby  required  out  of  any  raw  hides 
which  he  may  be  possessed  of  belonging  to  this  State,  to  deliver  to  the 
said  Matthew  Cantine  a  quantity  of  raw  hides,  equal  in  value  to  eighty 
one  pair  of  shoes,  to  receive  from  the  said  Matthew  Cantine  the  said  re- 
ceipt from  the  said  Philip  Cortlandt,  and  to  charge  the  said  raw  hides 
to  the  account  of  the  United  States. 
Rroviao  as       And  whereas  the  legislature  have  heretofore  granted  to  Stephen  Lush 
eto^of       and  Robert  Benson  Esquires,  aids  de  camp  to  his  excellency  the  gov- 
clmp^*       ernor,  the  amount  of  Continental  pay  and  rations  as  lieutenant  colonels. 
AcoountB        in.  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the 
UquWated.  respective  accounts  of  the  said  Stephen  Lush  and  Robert  Benson,  for  pay 
and  rations  now  due  or  hereafter  to  become  due,  shall  be  liquidated  and 
settled  by  the  auditor  general,  agreeable  to  the  same  establishment  of 
pay  and  rates  of  depreciation,  by  which  the  accounts  of  the  troops  of  this 
State,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  are  directed  to  be  liquidated 
and  settled,  by  the  act  passed  for  that  pug)0se,  at  this  present  meeting  of 
the  legislature;  And  the  sums,  whiclpir^on  such  settlement  and  liquida- 
tion shall  appear  to  be  due  to  the  said  Stephen  Lush  and  Robert  Ben- 
son, respectively,  shall  be  computed  in  the  said  new  bills,  and  the  treas- 
urer shall  accordingly  pay  the  same  in  the  said  new  bills. 
to^aSentof      ^'  ^^  ^^  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  be 
State,         lawful  for  the  treasurer,  and  he  is  hereby  required,  to  advance  to  the 
agent  for  this  State,  on  account,  out  of  any  ynonies  which  may  be  in  the 
treasury  arising  from  taxes,  the  sales  of  forfeited  lands,  or  in  any  other 
manner,  to  the  amount  of  ten  thousand  pounds,  in  the  said  new  bills; 
and  if,  in  order  to  make  such  advance,  he  shall  take  of  the  monies  arising 
from  the  sales  of  forfeited  estates,  that  the  treasurer  replace  the  same 
with  the  first  monies  which  shall  thereafter  come  into  the  treasury  from 
taxes,  any  thing  in  this  or  any  other  act,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Commis-        And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it    shall 
named  to   be  lawful  for  the  commissioners  of  sequestration  in  the  county  of  Tryon 
families  of  ^^  Supply  the  families  of  the  persons  here  after  mentioned  with  wheat 
persons      meal,  Indian  meal,  and  milch  cows,  in  like  manner  as  they  are  author- 
mwitloned  -^^^  ^^  ^  ^j^j^  respect  to  the  persons  mentioned  in  the  act  entitled 
wheat,  etc.  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  distressed  families  therein  mentioned," 
passed  at  this  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  vizA     The  families  of 
John  Riema,  the  widow  Rinckel,  the  widow  Dinges,  Adam  Hartman, 
the  widow  Birkel  the  widow  Schief,  the  widow  Schenck,  John  Relsh, 
Christian  Hofsteder,  Michael  Witrick,  John  Lentz,  Jacob  Lentz,  Jacob 
Wolf,  Balthazer,  Valentine  Miller,  George   Cronhard,  Joseph    Kesler, 
the  widow  Ayer,  John  Monderback,  the  widow  Braun,  Henry  Franck, 
George  Witnch,  Michael  Witrich,  the  widow  Reller,  Jacob  Clemans, 
George  Ransir,  the  widow  Hiller,  and  the  children  under  the  age   of 
fourteen  years,  of  persons  slain  or  carried  into  captivity  by  the  enenay. 


I 

; 
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LAWS  PASSED  AT  ALBANY  IN  THE  SECOND  SITTING  OF 
THE  FOURTH  SESSION  OF  THE  LEGISLATURE. 

CHAP.  18. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  complete  the 
quota  of  the  troops  of  this  State,  to  serve  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  during  the  war/* 

Passed  the  21st  of  February.  1781. 

Whereas  in  and  by  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  complete  the  quota  preamble, 
of  the  troops  of  this  State,  to  serve  in  the  army  of  the  United  States 
during  the  war,"  it  is  among  other  things  provided  and  declared,  that 
each  delinquent  class  should  pay  the  sum  of  thirty  pounds  in  specie,  or 
in  bills  of  the  new  emission. 

And  whereas  the  said  sum  of  thirty  pounds  hath  been  found  insufficient 
to  procure  a  recruit,  and  thereby  the  intention  of  the  legislature  in  pass- 
ing the  said  act  for  the  purpose  of  compleating  the  army,  has  in  a  great 
measure  been  defeated. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted%by  the  People  of  the  State  of  Neui  York^  repre-  Further 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  Jj™^ed  to 
the  same,  That  a  farther  day  shall  be  and  is  hereby  granted  to  every  such  procure  re- 
dehnquent  class  to  procure  a  recruit,  until  the  fifteenth  day  of  March  amount  to 
next,  and  that  each  and  every  class  who  shall  not  have  delivered  a  man  ^  vo\^. 
on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  March  aforesaid,  shall  instead  of  the 
said  sum  of  thirty  pounds,  be  subject  to  pay  the  sum  of  eighty  pounds. 

Provided  always,  that  nothing  in  this  clause  contained,  shall  be  deemed  Proviso  ex. 
or  taken  to  extend  to  the  counties  of  Tryon  or  Charlotte,  or  to  such  of  JJ},^^t{e8 
the  classes  in  the  regiment  commanded  by  colonel  Peter  Vrooman  in  named» 
Schoharie  district,  in  the  county  of  Albany,  as  have  suffered  by  the  in-  ®^* 
vasion  of  the  enemy,  since  the  passing  of  the  said  act. 

And  be   it  further   enacted  by   the   authority  aforesaid.  That  where  Assesa- 
any  assessments  of  the  said  sum  of  thirty  pounds  shall  have  been  made  31^1  null 
to  and  among  the  persons  composing  a  delinquent  class  at  any  time  pre-  and 
vious  to  the  said  fifteenth  day  of  March  next,  every  such  assessment  JSjleoted 
shall  be  and  is  hereby  declared  null  and  void,  and  that  where  any  Jo  »^^ 
monies  have  been  levied  in  consequence  of  such  assessments,  the  same 
shall  be  returned  to  the  several  persons  from  whom  the  same  hath  been 
so  collected;  and  the  treasurer  of  this  State  is  hereby  accordingly  re- 
quired to  repay  to  the  several  field-officers,  from  whom  he  hath  received 
the  same,  such  fines  of  thirty  pounds  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  said  several 
field  officers  are  also  hereby  required  to  repay  the  said  fines  to  the  Ser- 
jeants  or  other  persons  from  whom  they  received  the  same,  and  by 
whom  the  same  shall  be  paid,  according  to  their  respective  proportions, 
to  the  several  persons  composing  such  deHnquent  class,  by  whom  the 
same  was  originally  paid,  or  from  whom  the  same  was  originally  levied — 
And   in  cases  where  the  fine  hath  been  levied  by  a  serjeant,  the  original 
sums  shall  be  returned  to  the  respective  persons  by  such  serjeant,  to-       • 
gether  with  the  sum  which  he  had,  retained  for  his  poundage  in  levying 
the  same;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  commanding  officers  of  the 
several  regiments,  by  exemptions  from  occasional  military  services,  to 
make   such  compensation  to  the  several  Serjeants  for  their  services,  in 
levying  such  fines,  as  the  said  commanding  officers  shall  severally  deem 
reasonable. 
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When  per-  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  where 
vance  "  any  person  or  persons  in  a  class  shall  advance  specie  for  a  recruit,  such 
reorufts^  person  or  persons  shall  recover  from  the  other  persons  in  the  class  their 
they  may  respective  proportions  of  the  sum  in  specie  so  advanced;  and  the  justice 
^portion  o^  the  peace,  before  whom  a  suit  shall  be  commenced  for  the  recovery  of 
from  a  sum  in  specie  so  advanced,  shall  in  the  execution  to  be  issued  in  such 

inth"  suit,  by  a  special  clause  to  be  inserted  for  the  purpose,  direct  the  con- 
aaoie  class,  stable  to  levy  the  damages  to  be  specified  in  such  execution,  exclusive 
of  the  costs,  in  gold  and  silver  —  And  where  any  person  hath  heretofore 
advanced  specie  for  a  recruit  furnished  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act,  a 
like  remedy  shall  be  and  is  hereby  granted  to  such  persons  for  the  re- 
covery of  specie,  excepting  against  such  persons  in  the  class  who  shall 
have  already  paid  their  respective  proportions,  either  in  paper  currency 
or  specie,  any  law  of  this  State  making  paper  currency  a  lawful  tender, 
to  the  contrary,  notwithstanding. 


CHAP.  19. 

AN  ACT  for  the  better  establishing  the  rate  of  exchange  between 
the  bills  emitted  upon  the  credit  of  this  State,  pursuant  to  the 
act  of  congress  of  the  eighteenth  March  seventeen  hundred  and 
eighty  and  the  Continental  currency  theretofore  issued. 

Passed  th«  22d  of  February,  178 1. 

Preamble.  WHEREAS  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  approving  of  the  act  of  congress 
of  the  eighteenth  day  of  March,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty,  relative 
to  the  finances  of  the  United  States  and  making  provision  for  redeem- 
ing the  proportion  of  this  State  of  the  bills  of  credit  to  be  emitted  in 
pursuance  of  the  said  act  of  congress,'*  passed  the  fifteenth  June  seven- 
teen hundred  and  eighty,  and  the  supplementary  act  thereto  passed  the 
thirtieth  June  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty,  fix  a  certain  compartive 
value  between  the  former  Continental  currency  and  the  bills  of  credit 
directed  to  be  issued  by  the  said  recited  acts  which,  if  longer  continued, 
will  tend  to  reduce  the  said  bills  of  credit  below  their  real  value. 
Parts,  of  I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  Neiv    York 

na^ed  re-  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  eftacted  by  the  authority 
pealed.  of  the  same^  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act  such  parts  of 
the  said  recited  acts  as  respect  the  fixing  of  such  comparitive  value  as 
aforesaid  between  the  said  Continental  currency  and  the  said  bills  of 
credit  or  as  respect  the  rate  at  which  the  treasurer  of  this  State  shall  ex- 
change the  said  bills  of  credit  for  the  said  Continental  currency  or  the 
rate  at  which  the  said  Continental  currency  shall  be  received  in  payment 
for  taxes,  shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 
Proviso  Provided  always  that  nothing  in  this  clause  contained  shall  be  con- 

shaii^not     strued  taken  or  deemed  to  alter  the  said  comparitive  value  so  fixed  as 
alter t^om-  aforesaid,  in  the  payment  or  receipt  of  any  taxes  laid  in  or  made  payable 
value  as      in  the  said  continental  currency  by  any  act  or  acts  passed  prior  to  the 
fl^ed.         passing  of  this  act,  but  that  the  said  taxes  last  mentioned  shall  and  may 
be  paid  and  received  in  the  said  bills  of  credit,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollax 
of  the  said  bills  of  credit  for  every  forty  dollars  in  the  said  continental 
currency  any  thing  to  the  contrary  hereof  in  this  act  contained  not- 
withstanding. 
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And  whereas  it  may  be  convenient  and  beneficial  to  the  inhabitants  of  ibid,  as  to 
this  State  that  in  the  payment  of  taxes  directed  to  be  raised  levied  and  jjf  J™®°^ 
collected,  in  the  said  bills  of  credit  or  in  specie,  by  the  act  entitled  "An  wifs^cS^' 
act  for  raising  by  tax  a  sum  equal  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  eto^*^' 
dollars  in  specie  ^'  passed  the  tenth  day  of  October  last,  or  which  may 
hereafter  be  directed  to  be  so  raised  levied  and  collected  by  any  act  to  be 
hereafter  passed  and  in  payment  whereof  the  said  bills  of  credit  may  be 
made  receivable  there  should  be  afforded  an  alternative  of  paying  in 
the  said  bills  of  credit,  or  the  said  continental  currency. 

II.  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  Taxes  may 
such  taxes  directed  to  be  levied  by  the  said  act  last  mentioned  and  that  oSnSli^*'^ 
all  taxes  directed  to  be  levied  by  any  future  act  and  in  payment  whereof  entai  cur- 
the  said  bills  of  credit  may  be  made  receivable  may  be  discharged  and  SSrrenV 
received  in  the  said  Continental  currency,  agreeable  to  the  current  rate  ^^  ^^  ®^- 
of  exchange  between  the  said  Continental  currency  and  specie  at  the 

time  of  such  payment  as  the  same  shall  be  fixed,  ascertained  and  de- 
clared in  manner  herein  after  mentioned. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall  Lawful  for 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  treasurer  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  and  tS^miSS' 
he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  at  any  time  hereafter  to  give  in  ex-  exchangee, 
change  for  the  said  Continental  currency  any  sum  in  the  said  bills  of 

credit  which  may  be  in  his  possession  agreeable  to  the  current  rate  of 
exchange  as  the  same  from  time  to  time  be  fixed  ascertained  and 
declared,  as  Iterein  after  directed  and  the  monies  which  he  may  so  re- 
ceive, consisting  in  the  said  Continental  currency,  to  pay  into  the  Con- 
tinental loan  office  within  this  State  and  receive  new  bills  for  the  same 
in  like  manner  as  is  directed  by  the  said  supplementary  act. 

Provided  always  that  none  of  the  said  bills  of  credit  shall  be  by  him  pfotIso 
given  in  exchange  as  aforesaid  after  he  shall  have  received  from  the  JJ^J^**"' 
commissioner  of  the  Continental  loan  office  for  the  time  being  within  this 
State  six  tenths  of  the  whole  sum  assigned  as  the  quota  of  this  State 
for  emission  and  redemption,  agreeable  to  the  said  act  of  congress  of  the 
eighteenth  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  in  ex- 
change for  any  Continental  currency  by  him  paid  to  the  said  -commis- 
sioner or  otherwise. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall  Officers 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  governor,  the  lieutenant  governor,  the  chan-  SJ^nerai 
cellor,  and  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  of  this  State  the  speaker  of  rate  of  ex- 
the  assembly  and  the  first  judge  of  each  county  or  any  five  of  them  °  "*^®' 
whereof  the  person  administring  the  government  for  the  time  being 
always  to  be  one  from  time  to  time  whenever  the  person  administering 

the  government  for  the  time  being  shall  deem  it  necessary  and  summon 
the  said  several  other  public  officers  for  the  purpose  to  ascertain  fix 
and  declare  the  then  general  current    rate  of  exchange  between  the 
Continental    currency   aforesaid  and  specie,  which  rate   of  exchange 
so   ascertained   fixed    and  declared  shall  be  considered  deemed    and 
taken  as  the  true  rate  of  exchange  within  this  State  (except  in  the  pay- 
ment of  the  taxes  mentioned  in  the  proviso  to  the  first  enacting  clause 
of  this  act)  between  the  said  Continental  currency  and  the  said  bills  of 
credit  from  and  after  twenty  days  after  the  date  of  the  proclamation 
herein  after  mentioned,  and  until  twenty  days  from  the  date  of  the  then 
next  subsequent  proclamation,  which  shall  be  published  for  the  purpose. 
That  whenever  and  as  often  as  the  rate  of  exchange  shall  be  so  ascer-  Notice  of 
tained  and  declared  the  person  administering  the  government  shall  cause  ^Jen^by* 
the  same  to  be  notified  by  his  proclamation  to  be  published  for  the  pur-  prociama- 
pose  and  to  be  by  him  also  transmitted  to  the  treasurer  of  the  State  "®°'  ®*®* 
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and  the  respective  county  treasurers  who  shall  forthwith  thereafter 
transmit  certified  copies  thereof  to  the  several  collectors  within  their  re- 
spective counties  and  that  until  such  current  rate  of  exchange  shall 
be  ascertained  and  declared  by  the  said  public  officers  herein  before 
mentioned  the  same  shall  be  and  hereby  is  declared  to  be  seventy  five 
dollars  of  the  said  Continental  currency  for  one  dollar  in  specie  and 
the  same  shall  be  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  (except  in  the  payment 
of  the  said  taxes  mentioned  in  the  proviso  to  the  first  enacting  clause  to 
this  act)  the  lawful  rate  of  exchange  between  the  said  Continental  cur- 
rency and  the  said  bills  of  credit  and  that  each  collector  who  shall 
collect  any  taxes  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act  for  raising  a  sum 
equal  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  specie  or  of  any  act 
hereafter  to  be  passed  and  made  receivable  in  paper  currency  and  who 
shall  not  within  thirty  days  after  the  date  of  each  respective  proclama- 
tion pay  into  the  county  treasury  the  whole  of  the  monies  which  he 
may  have  received  for  such  taxes  such  collector  shall  upon  future  pay- 
ments into  the  county  treasury  be  'deemed  to  have  received  the  monies 
which  upon  each  future  payment  he  may  pay  into  the  co.unty  treasury 
agreeable  to  the  rate  specified  in  the  then  last  proclamation. 
BUte  of  V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  bills 

bereoeived  o^  credit  emitted  by  the  authority  of  the  legislature  of  the  late  colony  of 
for  taxes,  New  York  or  by  the  authority  of  any  provincial  congress  the  said  late 
colony  or  by  the  convention  of  this  State  prior  to  the  fifteenth  day  of 
June  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  shall  and  may  be  re- 
ceived and  deemed  in  all  payments  for  taxes  fines  and  forfeitures  and 
debts  due  to  this  State,  equivalent  to  the  said  Continental  currency! 

And  whereas^  by  concurrent  resolutions  of  the  senate  and  assembly 
passed  the  ninth  day  of  September  last,  it  was  recommended  to  the 
treasurer  of  this  State  to  continue  to  exchange  the  Continental  currency 
beyond  the  time  limited  by  law: 

VI.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  for  any 
exchanges  so  made  in  consequence  of  the  said  resolutions  the  said 
treasurer  shall  be  and  is  hereby  indemnified. 


Troasuror 
indemnl- 
fled. 


CHAP.  20. 


Cominis- 
sionera  to 
to  ap- 
pointed. 


AN  ACT  for   the    appointment  of  commissioners,  to   procure 
monies  on  loan,  and  clothing,  for  the  use  of  this  State. 

Passed  the  7th  of  March,  1781. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  samCy 
That  it  shall  be  lawful  for   the  person  administring  the  government 
of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  council  of  appointment,  to  appoint  and  commission  ate   under 
the  great  seal  of  this  State,  three  commissioners,  to  be  denominated  com- 
missioners to  procure  monies  on  loan,  and  clothing  for  the  use  of  this 
State;  and  in  case  of  vacancies  in  the  said  office,  to  appoint  other  or 
Powers  of.  others — That  the  said  <u>mpiissioners  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  have 
power  and  authority  from  time  to  time  to  purchase  clothing,  not  exceed- 
ing the  amount  of  twenty  thousand  pounds,  and  to  borrow  monies  not 
exceeding  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  poun<is  for  the  use   of 
this  State,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  for  the    several  purposes 
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aforesaid,  as  they  shall  deem  most  advantageous  for  the  State;  and  to 
make  and  enter  into  any  promisses  contracts  and  engagements  and  to 
bind  the  faith  and  honor  of  this  State  for  the  performance  of  such 
promisses,  contracts  and  engagements —  That  in  all  cases  where  the  said  payments 
commissioners  shall  take  any  monies  on  loan  upon  condition  that  the  f®  o®  ™ad« 
principal  shall  be  paid  off  anti  discharged  in  specie  the  legislature  will 
provide  for  such  payment  and  discharge  in  specie  any  law  of  this  State 
making  paper  currency  a  lawful  tender  notwithstanding. 

That  the  public  faith  of  this  State  shall  be  and  is  hereby  pledged  to  puWo 
the  said  commissioners,  for  an  indemnification  against  any  contracts  Jjjj^-^ 
which  they  may  enter  into  in  their  respective  private  capacities,  for  the 
procuring  monies  on  loan,  and  clothing  for  the  use  of  this  State: 

Provided  nevertheless,  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained,  shall  au-  Proviso  as 
thorize  the  said  commissioners  to  enter  into  any  contracts  or  engage-  mortea^ 
ments,  for  and  concerning  the  sale  or  mortgage  of  forfeited  lands,  or  lands  and 
whereby  to  bind  this  State  to  allow  an  higher  interest  than  five  per  cent  Sres^  *°' 
per  annum,  for  any  monies  which  they  may  take  upon  loan,  consisting 
in  bills  of  the  new  emission,  and  emitted  upon  the  credit  of  this  State  — 
That  the  said  commissioners  shall  from  time  to  time,  and  whenever  to  inform 
thereunto  required  by  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  ^flh^?' 
State  for  the  time  being,  inform  the  said  person,  of  all  and  singular  their  prooeed- 
proceedings  and  transactions,  in  ^he  execution  of  the  trust  hereby  com-     **" 
mitted  to  them;  and  shall  account  with  the  said  person  administring  the 
government,  or  such  other  person  as  he  shall  appoint  for  the  purpose, 
for  all  monies  received  or  expended  by  them  in  the  execution  of  the 
said  trust  —  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  person  administring  the  Governor 
government,  whenever  he  shall  deem  it  necessary,  by  instructions  to  the  ™jfpjj^"® 
the  said  commissioners,  to  limit  and  abridge  the  powers  and  authorities  Uons  to. 
of  the  said  commissioners,  and  direct  them  in  the  execution  of  the  said 
trust,  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  deem  expedient,  any  thing  herein  con- 
tained to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  —  That  the  said  commissioners  Moneys  to 
shall  pay  into  the  treasury  of  this  State,  as  they  shall,  from  time  to  time  i2to*trea8- 
receive  the  same,  all  monies  which  they  shall  take  on   loan  for  the  use  ury  and 
this  State,  except  such  sums  as  they 'shall  detain  to  defray  the  ex- dSiverSi 
pence  of  the  business  hereby  committed  to  them  —  That  the  clothing  to  to«om- 
be  procured  by  the  said  commissioners,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  com-  ™  *"*^* 
missary  to  purchase  clothing  for  this  State  —  That  the  public  faith  of  compen- 
this  State,  shall  be  and  is  hereby  pledged  to  the  said  commissioners,  for  g^^Jje^ 
such  compensation  for  their  services  and  expences  in  the  execution  of 
their  said  trust,  as  to  the  legislature  shall  hereafter  appear  just  and  rea- 
sonable.  And  that  the  said  commissioners  before  they  respectively  enter  official 
on  the  execution  of  their  said  office,  take  the  following  oath  before  one  **•'**• 
of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  this  State,  or  before  one  of  the 
judges  of  either  of  the  counties  within  this  State,  and  which,  each  of  the 

said  justices  is  hereby  authorized  to  administer,  viz.:    I appointed  Form  of. 

one  of  the  commissioners  to  procure  monies  on  loan,  and  clothing  for 
the  use  of  this  State,  do  solemnly  swear  in  the  presence  of  Almighty 
God,  that  I  will  faithfully  and  honestly  execute  the  trust  reposed  in  me, 
so  help  me  God." 

And  to  the  end  that  a  fund  may  be  established  for  the  payment  of  Fund  to  be 
the  interest  of  the  said  monies  so  to  be  taken  on  ^oan,  and  of  the  inter-  ^J^^ng, 
est  upon  any  contracts  which  may  be  entered  iuco  by  the  said  commis- 
sioners, for  the  purpose  of  procuring  clothing. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  following  ^^^  ^" 
several  sums  of  money  shall  be  and  hereby  are  charged  as  an  annual  tax  ® 
on  the  following  re^ective  articles,  that  is  to  say,  ten  shillings  upon  each 
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male  slave,  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  forty  five  years;  five  shillings  on 
each  female  slave  between  the  ages  as  aforesaid;  twenty  shillings  on  each 
coach,  chariot,  phaeton,  and  four  wheel  chaise,  eight  sTiillings  on  each  cur- 
ricule,  two  wheel  chaise,  kittereen,  riding  chair,  and  sulkey,  eight  shillings 
on  each  metal  wheel  clock;  four  shillings  on  each  watch,  and  two  pence 
Only  ffoid   on  each  ounce  of  wrought  plate.     That  gold  and  silver  only  and  no  other 
to  be  re-^'  species  of  money  shall  be  received  in  payment  for  the  said  tax  at  the 
oeived  in    rate  of  eight  shillings  for  a  Spanish  milled  dollar,  or  other  coins  in  the 
ofuuc°'     like  proportion,  any  other  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  —  That  a 
When  tax   moiety  of  the  said  tax  shall  be  collected  in  the  month  of  October,  and 
lected!***'    ^^^  other  moiety  thereof  in  the  month  of  April,  in  every  year  and  the 
first  moiety  of  the  said  tax  shall  be  collected  in  the  month  of  October  next 
siting  of  —  That  the  supervisors   arid    assessors  in  the  several  wards,    towns, 
named  to    manors,  districts  and  precincts,  shall  meet  on  the  third  Tuesday  in 
ISt8a?artl-  August  in  every  year,  at  the  usual  place  of  town  meeting,  or  such  other 
oiea ;  when  place  as  the  supervisor  by  public  notice,  to  be  affixed  in  at  least  four 
n?med  to    places  in  the  ward,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  shall  assign  for 
form  list,    the  purpose  of  receiving  from  the  several  persons  residing  within  the 
ward,  town  manor  district  or  precinct,  and  possessing  the  articles  above 
enumerated,  lists  of  the  articles  possessed  by  them  respectively  —  That 
if  any  person  shall  not  deliver  in  to  the  supervisor  and  assessors  at  the 
time  and  place  so  appointed,  or  shall  not  have  delivered  in  to  the  su- 
visor  or  either  of  the  assessors,  at  any  time  within  two  weeks  then  next 
preceeding,  a  list  in  writing  of  such  of  the  said  articles  as  were  possessed 
by  the  said  person  on  the  last  day  of  July  then  last  past,  the  supervisor 
and  assessors  shall  form  lists  for  the  said  several  persons  so  in  default, 
agreeable  to  what  the  supervisor  and  assessors  shall  deem  to  be  the 
amount  of  plate,  or  number  ot  other  articles  possessed  by  the  said  per- 
sons respectively,  and  the  several  articles  in  the  list  of  the  several  per- 
Penaltyfor  sons  SO  in  default,  shall  in  such  year  be  taxed  threefold  —  That  if  any 
IdJ? correct  Person  who  shall  deliver  in  a  list,  shall  not  insert  in  such  list  the  whole 
u«t.  of  the  articles  possessed  by  such  person,  on  the  day  for  that  purpose 

above  specified,  the  person  so  offending  shall  pay  in  such  year  a  three- 
fold tax  for  each  article  so  omitted;  and  if  the  supervisor  and  assessors, 
when  so  met  together  on  the  said  day  for  that  purpose  above  men- 
tioned, shall  adjudge  that  any  person  hath  so  omitted  any  article,  they 
shall  add  to  the  list  of  such  person  the  articles  so  adjudged  to  have  been 
Notice  to    omitted — That  in  case  any  articles  shall  be  added  to  a  list,  or  in  case 
nam^\o    ^^Y  ^^^t  shall  be  formed  by  the  supervisor  and  assessors,  the  supervisor 
show  cause  shall  forthwith  thereafter  make  out  advertisements,  and  affix  them  in  at 
XouW  not  least  six  places  in  each  ward,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  contain- 
FoS?'*^  ing  the  names  of  the  several  persons  to  whose  lists  any  articles  shall 
have  been  added,  or  for  whom  lists  shall  have  been  formed,  and  the 
several  articles  so  added  and  the  several  articles  contained  in  the  lists  so 
formed,  and  notifying  the  several  persons  therein  named  to  appear  before 
the  supervisor  and  assessors,  at  such  time,  not  less  than  ten  nor  more 
than  twenty  days  from  the  date  of  such  advertisement,  and.  at  such 
place  as  the  supervisor  shall  appoint,  to  show  cause  why  they  should  not 
HeariDi;  of  respectively  pay  a  three  fold  tax  for  the  said  articles  respectively — That 
complaints  ^t  such  time  and  place  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  supervisor  and  assessors 
to  enquire  into  the  complaints  of  the  several  persons  who  may  deem 
themselves  aggrieved  by  reason  that  lists  had  been  formed  for  them  re- 
spectively, or  by  reason  that  any  articles  had  been  added  to  the  lists  de- 
livered in  by  them  respectively,  and  to  examine  the  party,  or  any  persons 
who  may  be  produced  as  witnesses,  on  oath,  and  which  oath  the  supei"vi- 
sor,  or  in  case  of  his  absence  either  of  the  assessors,  are  hereby    re- 
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quired  to  administer,  and  if  it  shall  upon  such  enquiry  appear  to  the 
supervisor  and  assessors,  that  the  person  who  was  adjudged  a  defaulter 
in  not  delivering  in  a  list,  was  not  on  the  said  third  Tuesday  in  August 
then  last  past,  or  at  any  time  during  the  space  of  two  weeks  preceeding 
the  said  third  Tuesday  in  August,  a  resident  in  the  ward,  town,  manor, 
district  or  precinct,  or  was  not  on  the  first  day  of  June  then  last  past, 
possessed  of  any  of  the  articles  above  enumerated,  the  supervisor  shall 
destroy  the  list  which  may  have  been  formed  for  such  person;  or  if  upon 
such  enquiry  it  shall  appear  to  the  supervisor  and  assessors,  that  any 
person  who  shall  have  been  adjudged  to  have  omitted  any  articles  in 
manner  as  is  above  mentioned,  had  delivered  in  a  true  list  of  all  the  arti- 
cles possessed  by  such  person  on  the  first  day  of  July  then  last  past,  to 
deduct  from  the  list  delivered  in  by  such  person,  the  articles  which  may 
have  been  added  —  That  the  supervisor  shall  forthwith  after  such  day  Tax  list, 
of  hearing  make  out  a  tax-list  for  the  ward,  town,  manor,  district  or 
precinct,  to  contain  the  names  of  the  several  persons  who  shall  have 
delivered  in  lists  and  the  names  of  the  several  persons  who  shall  have 
delivered  in  lists,  and  the  names  of  the  several  persons  for  whom  lists 
shall  have  been  formed,  and  which  shall  not  upon  the  said  day  of  hear- 
ing have  been  destroyed,  and  opposite  to  the  names  of  the  said  persons 
respectively,  the  amount  of  the  tax  to  be  paid  by  them  respectively,  and 
to  be  computed  at  the  several  rates  herein  before  specified  for  the  said 
several  articles,  except  that  the  articles  contained  in  the  lists  formed  by 
the  supervisor  and  assessors,  in  cases  of  default  to  deliver  in  lists  as 
aforesaid,  and  the  articles  so  added  in  case  of  an  adjudged  omis- 
sion as  aforesaid,  which  shall  severally  be  computed  at  trebly  the  said 
•  respective  rates  —  That  the  supervisor  shall  thereupon  deliver  to  the  to  be  de- 
collector  the  tax-list  for  the  ward,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  Jj^jfJ®^^ 
and  which  tax  list  signed  by  the  supervisor  shall  be  a  sufficient  warrant  for  coUec- 
to  the  collector  for  collecting  the  tax  therein  mentioned,  in  the  usual  **°'*' 
manner,  one  moiety  thereof  within  thirty  days  from  the  time  of  the  de-* 
livery  of  the  tax  list,  and  the  other  moiety  at  any  time  during  the  month 
oi  April  then  next  ensuing. 

Provided  that  no  species  of  money  other  than  gold  or  silver  at  the  only  gold 
rates  aforesaid,  shall  be  received  in  payment  for  any  distress  which  may  JJ ^e  re^*^ 
be  sold  for  non-payment  of  the  said  tax,  any  law  to  the  contrary  not-  oeived. 
withstanding — That  the  supervisor  shall  forthwith  after  he  shall  have  copy  tax 
delivered  the  tax  list  to  the  collector,  transmit  a  copy  thereof  to  the  [|j^^  ^® 
treasurer  of  the  county,  with  a  certificate  certifying  that  the  original  was  mitted  to 
delivered  to  the  collector,  and  the  day  when  the  same  was  so  delivered —  treasurer. 
That  if  the  collector  shall  not  within  thirty  days  from  the  day  men-  if  collector 
tioned  in  such  certificate,  or  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  October  in  such  ^0/1^^^^,^ 
year,  which  ever  shall  last  happen,  have  collected  and  paid  into  the  pay  over 
county  treasury,  the  one  moiety  of  the  tax  specified  in  the  tax  list,  and  tiJ5e*° 
the  other  moiety  thereof  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  April  then  next  f^^^^^ 
ensuing,  except  such  parts  as  should  have  been  paid  by  persons  having  to  issue 
no  goods  or  chatties  whereon  distress  could  be  made  for  non-payment  J^^foJJJi'of 
of  the  said  tax,  and  whose  names  shall  be  returned  to  the  treasurer  of  execution, 
the  county  by  the  collector  on  or  before  the  expiration  of  the  said  re-  |?c.  ^    ' 
spective    time    last    mentioned,    the    treasurer    of  the    county    shall 
thereupon  forthwith  issue  a  warrant  under  his  hand,  to  the  sherif  of  the 
county,  in  the  nature  of  an  execution,  commanding  him  to  levy  of  the 
goods  and  chatties  lands  and  tenements  of  such  collector,  the  whole  of 
the  tax  which  shall  then  remain  unpaid  by  the  collector,  except  as  be- 
fore  excepted,  and  exclusive  of  the  poundage  due  to  the  collector  on 
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the  sum  so  in  arrear  —  That  such  execution  shall  be  of  the  form  follow- 
ing that  is  to  say, 

*  A  B,  treasurer  of  the  county  of  To  the  sherif  of   the   said 

county — You  shall  cause  to  be  made  of  the  goods  and  chatties,  lands 
and  tenement  of  collector  of  in  the  said  county,  the  sum  of 

in  gold  or  silver,  and  have  you  these  monies  ready  to  be  paid  to 
me,  and  also  this  warrant,  at  the  next  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  to 
be  held  in  and  for  the  said  county.     Given  under  my  hand  this 
day  of  in  the  year  of  the  independence  of  this  State." 

That  the  treasurer  of  the  county  shall  have  a  like  remedy  to  compel 
the  execution  and  return  of  the  said  warrant,  and  to  recover  from  the 
sherif  the  monies  which  he  may  levy  upon  such  warrant,  in  like  man- 
ner as  in  case  of  a  writ  oi  fieri  facias^  issued  at  his  own  private  suit  — 
That  the  said  warrant  shall  upon  the  return  thereof  be  filed  among  the 
records  of  the  court,  wherein  the  same  shall  be  returned,  and  the  sherif 
shall  upon  such  warrants  be  entitled  to  the  usual  poundage,  to  be  levied 
exclusive  of  the  sum  therein  mentioned  —  That  the  collector  shall  be 
allowed  at  the  rate  of  nine  pence  in  the  pound  for  collecting  the  tax,  to 
be  detained  by  him  out  of  the  tax  which  he  shall  collect,  in  pursuance 
of  the  act  —  That  the  county  treasurer  shall  pay  the  monies  he  shall  re- 
ceive as  the  tax  to  be  raised  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  into  the  treasury 
of  this  State,  forthwith  as  he  shall  from  time  to  time  receive  the  same, 
and  shall*  be  allowed  for  his  services  in  receiving  the  said  tax,  and  pay- 
ing the  same  into  the  State  treasury,  a  commission  of  one  quarter  per 
cent,  to  be  retained  out  of  the  taxes  which  he  may  receive  —  That  the 
collector  .to  whom  a  tax  list  shall  be  delivered  is  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  compleat  the  collecting  of  the  tax  mentioned  in  such  list, 
notwithstanding  the  year  for  which  such  collector  was  elected,  may  have 
expired  before  such  collection  may  be  compleated  —  And  that  if  by  the 
invasion  of  the  enemy  a  sudden  call  of  the  militia,  or  other  accident,  the 
supervisor  and  assessors  should  be  prevented  from  meeting  on  either 
of  the  several  days  herein  before  specified,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
treasurer  of  the  county  to  appoint  other  days  and  times  for  the  supervi- 
sor and  assessors  to  meet  and  perform  any  of  the  duties  required  of  them 
by  this  act,  and  for  the  inhabitants  to  deliver  in  lists  and  for  the  collec- 
tor to  collect  the  tax,  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary 
not  withstanding,  so  as  the  collector  shall  be  allowed  one  month 
for  collecting  each  moiety  of  the  said  tax,  and  so  as  at  least  three 
months  shall  intervene  between  the  collecting  of  the  said  respective 
moieties,  and  so  as  the  last  moiety  shall  be  collected  before  the  last  day 
of  May  then  next  ensuing — That  if  the  supervisor  and  assessors  shall 
not  have  compleated  the  business  hereby  required  of  them  to  be  done  on 
the  said  several  days  of  meeting,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  them  to  adjourn 
for  the  purpose  of  compleating  the  said  business,  from  day  to  day,  not  ex- 
ceeding four  days  —  That  in  case  of  the  absence  of  the  supervisor  it 
shall  nevertheless  be  lawful  for  a  majority  of  the  assessors  to  proceed  on 
and  compleat  the  business  aforesaid,  and  the  lists  shall  in  such  case  be 
delivered  by  one  of  the  assessors  to  the  supervisor  —  That  the  supervi- 
sor and  assessors  shall  be  allowed  for  their  respective  services  and  ex- 
pences  in  the  execution  of  this  act,  each  the  sum  of  eight  shillings  of 
lawful  money  of  this  State  per  day,  exclusive  of  the  incidental  expences 
of  clerks  messengers  and  paper,  and  which  wages  and  incidental  ex- 
pences shall  be  paid  as  the  contingent  charges  of  the  county,  to  be 
charged  nevertheless,  to  the  ward,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct, 
where  the  same  accrued. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  su-  Penalty 
pervisor  or  assessor,  shall  neglect  to  do  or  perform  any  of  the  duties  re-  of'offlc/aif' 
quired  of  them  respectively  by  this  act,  the  person  so  offending  shall  for  ^u*y- 
each  offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  twenty  five  pounds,  to  be  recovered  by 
the  treasurer  of  the  county,  by  suit,  in  his  own  name,  with  costs  —  and  in 
the  execution  to  be  issued  in  such  suit,  a  clause  shall  be  added  for  levy- 
ing the  debts,  therein  mentioned,  in  gold  or  silver,  and  the  said  debt 
when  received  by  the  said  county  treasurer,  shall  be  deemed  as  part  of 
the  tax  to  be  levied  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and  as  such  shall  be  paid 
into  the  treasury  of  this  State  —  That  if  any  supervisor  or  assessor  shall 
not  deliver  in  a  list  of  the  articles  possessed  by  them  respectively,  at  the 
time  for  that  purpose  herein  before  specified,  or  delivering  in  a  list  shall 
knowingly  omit  any  articles  thereout,  the  person  so  offending  shall  be 
prosecuted  for  the  same  by  indictment  or  information,  and  shall  upon 
conviction,  suffer  the  pains  and  penalties  prescribed  by  law  in  cases  of 
wilful  and  corrupt  perjury;  and  the  courts  of  quarter  or  general  sessions 
of  the  peace,  shall  also  have  jurisdiction  of  the  said  offence. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  per-  Pereoos 
son  shall  be  possessed  of  any  of  the  articles  aforesaid,  in  trust  or  as  ex-  J^jgl^f  in 
ecutor,  administrator  or  guardian,  they  shall  notwithstanding  be  liable  trust  to 
to  pay  the  tax  hereby  charged  on  such  articles,  in  like  manner  as  if  they  5J|J  ^^*** 
possessed  them  in  their  own  right  respectively;  and  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  them  to  charge  the  tax  paid  for  such  articles  to  the  respective  per- 
sons, in  trust,  for  whom  such  articles  are  possessed,  or  to  the  estates  of 
the  respective  testators  or  intestates,  or  to  the  respective  wards,  as  the 
case  may  be  —  That  where  any  person  being  an  infant  under  tbe  age  of  Father  or 
twenty  one  years,  and  residing  with  his  or  her  father,  or  in  case  of  the  {JJ^Jj'"  ^^ 
death  of  the  father,  then  with  the  mother,  shall  be  possessed  of  any  of  owner  to 
the  articles  aforesaid,  such  articles  shall  be  deemed  to  be  possessed  by  ^^^^^^^i- 
the  father  or  mother,  as  the  case  may  be,  so  far  forth,  as  that  the  father 
or  mother,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  be  subject  to  deliver  in  a  list  of 
such  articles,  and  be  taxed  for  the  same  —  That  if  any  person  shall  pos-  Persons 
sess  any  of  the  said  articles  in  one  ward,  town,  manor,  district  or  pre-  SfJ^  elect 
cinct,  and  others  of  them  in  another  ward,  town,  manor,  district  or  pre-  S*2x  ^d 
cinct,  such  person  shall  on  or  before  the  said  last  day  of  July  make  his 
election  in  which  ward  town  manor  district  or  precinct  he'  chooses  to 
be  so  taxed  for  the  whole  of  the  said  articles,  and  signify  the  same  to  the 
supervisor  or  one  of  the  assessors,  who  shall  thereupon  give  him  one  or 
more  certificates  thereof,  and  the  same  being  delivered  to  the  supervisor 
or  assessors  of  any  other  ward  town  manor  district  or  precinct,  shall 
be  deemed  a  sufficient  justification  to  them  not  to  tax  such  person  as 
aforesaid.    That  no  clock-maker,  or  watch-maker,  shall  be  subject  to  be  Makers  to 
taxed  for  more  than  one  clock  and  watch  —  That  no  person  shall  be  JJfy^^one 
subject  to  be  taxed  lor  any  wrought  plate,  other  than  house-hold  plate  dock,  etc. 
made  of  solid  silver,  or  for  any  wrought  plate,  unless  such  person  shall 
be  possessed  of  more  than  sixteen  ounces;  and  that  no  silver  smith  shajl 
be  subject  to  be  taxed  for  any  plate  made  for  sale,  any  thing  herein  con- 
tained to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  * 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.    That  if  any  per-  Persons  to 
son  shall  fraudulently  divest  himself  or  herself,  of  the  possession  of  any  \l^^^ 
article,  with  intent  to  avoid  payment  of  the  tax  upon  such  article,  such  »ion. 
person  shall  notwithstanding  be  deemed  to  be  in  possession  of  such  ar- 
ticle, so  far  forth  as  to  be  subject  to  pay  the  tax  upon  the  same. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  several  ArUcies 
articles  herein  before  enumerated  shall  not  in  any  assessments  to  be  JSS*m)7 
made  within  this  State  after  the  first  day  of  June  next,  other  than  for  to  be 
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^art*^  the  tax  to  be  raised  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  be  deemed  as  composing  a 
pSraonai  part  of  the  personal  estate  of  any  person;  and  shall  accordingly  after  the 
estote.        S2^j(j  flj.g^  ^ay  Qf  June  next,  be  exempted  from  every  tax,  other  than  the 

said  tax  to  be  raised  in  pursuance  of  this  act, 
pSired  to      '^^^  ^^  ii  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  tax  to  be 
pavment     raised  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  be  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be 
onnterest,  pledged  and  mortgaged  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  monies  to 
be  taken  on  loan,  and  of  the  interest  of  the  debts  to  be  contracted  for 
such  clothing  as  aforesaid,  by  the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  in  pur- 
suance of  this  act;  and  the  public  faith  of  this  State  is  hereby  pledged 
to  the  several  lenders,  that  the  said  tax  shall  not,  until  the  whole  of  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  monies  so  to  be  taken  on  loan,  and  of  the 
said  debts  so  to  be  contracted  for  clothing  is  discharged,  be  appropria- 
ted to  any  purpose,  other  than  the  discharge  of  the  said  principal  and 
interest; 
may  b?  Provided  nevertheless  that  if  at  any  time  during  the  war  it  should  ap- 

appropri-    pear  to  the  legislature,  that  there  is  in  the  State  treasury  a  surplus  of 
other  PUP-  "^onies  arising  from  the  tax  to  be  raised  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  after 
po8««.         retaining  a  sufficient  sum  for  the  payment  of  such  interest  as  shall  then 
be  due,  and  that  a  sufficient  sum  for  the  discharge  of  future  interest  will 
arise  from  the  said  tax  before  such  future  interest  shall  become  due, 
that  in  such  case,  such  surplus  may  be  appropriated  to  such  other  pur- 
poses as  the  legislature  shall  deem  proper. 
Moneys^  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  monies  to 

drawn  come  into  the  treasury  from  the  tax  to  be  raised  in  pursuance  of  this  act,' 
^mtreaa-  gjj^j  ^^  drawn  from  the  treasury  upon  the  warrant  of  any  two  of  the 
commissioners  to  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and  to  be  ap- 
plied by  them  to  the  discharge  of  the  interest  of  the  monies  which  they 
shall  so  take  on  loan,  and  of  the  interest  of  any  contracts  which  may  be 
entered  into  by  them  for  the  p'urpose  of  procuring  clothing  as  aforesaid, 
except  in  cases  of  such  surplus  as  aforesaid,  when  the  said  tax  shall  be 
drawn  from  the  treasury,  in  such  manner  as  the  legislature  shall  by 
special  act  appoint  and  direct. 


CHAP.  21. 

AN  ACT  further  to  continue  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  empower  justices  of  the  peace,  mayors,  recorders  and  alder- 
men, to  try  causes  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds  and 
under,  and  for  suspending  an  act  therein  mentioned." 

Passed  the  7th  of  March,  1781. 

Actuamed  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented  in 
fn  foir"^  5<f«<z/<?  and  Assen\bly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  sam^y 
That  the  said  act,  and  also  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  amend  an  act 
entitled.  An  act  to  empower  justices  of  the  peace,  mayors,  recorders, 
and  aldermen,  to  try  causes  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds  and 
under,  and  for  suspending  an  act  therein  mentioned,"  passed  the  fifth 
day  of  October  last,  be,  and  every  clause,  article  and  thing  in  the  said 
acts  contained,  which  are  now  in  force,  are  hereby  continued,  and  the 
said  acts  shall  remain  in  full  force,  until  the  first  day  of  March  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  three. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  .authority  aforesaid^  That  all  actions  Actions 
and  suits  which  have  been  commenced  in  the  supreme  court  of  judica-  Siaybe 
ture  or  any  of  the  inferior  courts  of  common  pleas  or  mayor's  courts  KT®d"*^ 
within  this  State,  between  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  February  in  the  year  ment,  etc 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  the  fifth  day 
of  October  in  the  same  year,  though  the  sum  or  thing  sued  for  be  under 
the  value  of  ten  pounds,  shall  and  may  be  proceeded  in,  to  judgment 
and  execution,  as  fully  and  effectually  as  if  the  said  act  entitled  "  An 
act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  An  act  to  empower  justices  of  the  peace, 
mayors,  recorders  and  aldermen,  to  try  causes  to  the  value  of  one  hun- 
dred pounds  and  under,  and  for  suspending  an  act  therein  mentioned," 
had,  never  been  passed,  any  thing  in  the  said  last  mentioned  act  to  the 
contrary  thereof  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  justice  Depreola- 
or  jury  ascertaining  the  depreciation  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  ai?o^d  by 
act  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  An  act  to  empower  jus- 1*'*°®  ^^ 
tices  of  the  peace,  mayors  recorders  and  aldermen,  to  try  causes  to  the  Oted. 
value  of  one  hundred  pounds  and  under  and  for  suspending  an  act 
therein  mentioned,"  in  cases  where  depreciation  shall  be  allowed,  shall 
not  allow  a  depreciation  exceeding  seventy  five  dollars  of  the  bills  of 
credit  emitted  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States  previous  to  the  eigh- 
teenth day  of  March  last,  for  one  dollar  in  specie,  or  of  the  emission 
made  in  consequencp  of  the  act  of  congress  of  the  eighteenth  of  March 
last,  or  not  exceeding  such  other  depreciation  as  shall  from  time  to  time 
be  declared  by  proclamation  to  be  issued  in  pursuance  of  an  act  enti- 
tled "  An  act  for  the  better  establishing  the  rate  of  exchange  between 
the  bills  emitted  upon  the  credit  of  this  State  pursuant  to  the  act  of 
congress  of  the  eighteenth  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty,  and  the  Continental  currency  theretofore  issued,"  passed  this 
present  meeting  of  the  legislature. 


CHAP.  22. 

AN  ACT  to  extend  to  the  several  persons  therein  named  the 
benefit  of  the  law  for  making  compensation  to  the  troops  for 
the  depreciation  of  their  pay,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned. 

Passed  the  9th  of  March,  1781. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Aooounts 
Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same;  MoDoucai 
That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  auditors,  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  JjJj^*°^" 
"Act,  to  liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  troops  of  this  State  in  tied, 
the  service  of  the  United  States ;"  to  liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  of 
Major  General  McDougal,  and  such  persons  belonging  to  his  suite,  who, 
at  the  time  they  entered  into  the  service,  were  inhabitants  of  this  State  ; 
of  Brigadier  General  James  Clinton,  and  such  persons  belonging  to  his 
suite,  as,  at  the  time  they  entered  into  the  service,  were  inhabitants  of 
this  State ;  and  of  the  Reverend  John  Gano,  chaplain  to  the  brigade 
under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General  James  Clinton,  and  the  Rev- 
erend John  Mason,  chaplain  to  the  garrison  at  West  Point,  and  grant 
to  them,  respectively,  certificates,  in  like  manner  as  in  the  said  act  is 
directed,  with  respect  to  the  officers  and  privates  serving  in  either  of 
the  Continental  battalions  raised  under  the  direction  of  this  State  ;  and 
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Ibid,  of 
non-com- 
missioned 
officers  and 
privates. 


Surgeons, 
etc., 
pay  of. 


Proviso  as 
to  compen- 
sation of 
reduced 
officers. 

Not  lawful 
to  liqui- 
date de- 
preciation, 
etc. 

Grant  cer- 
tificates, 
etc.,  only 
to  line  offi- 
cers. 


Proviso  as 
to  number 
of  certifi- 
cates. 


Number 
limited  to 
ten. 


that  the  accounts  of  the  said  several  officers  above  mentioned  shall  be 
settled  agreeable  to  the  establishment  of  daily  or  monthly  pay,  at  the 
respective  periods  when  the  pay  accrued. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid j  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  said  auditors  to  liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  of,  and 
give  the  requisite  certificates  to,  all  non-commission  officers  and  privates, 
who,  upon  the  last  arrangement  of  the  army,  have  joined,  or  inay  join, 
either  of  the  battalions  of  this  State,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
from  other  regiments  or  corps  ;  notwithstanding  the  said  non-commis- 
sion officers  and  privates  were  not  inhabitants  of  this  State,  at  the  time 
they  respectively  entered  into  the  corps,  in  which  they  respectively 
served  before  they  joined  the  said  battalions  raised  under  the  direction 
of  this  State. —  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  auditors,  in  liquidat- 
ing the  accounts  of  surgeons  and  surgeons-mates,  to  liquidate  the  said 
accounts,  respectively,  on  the  following  establishment  of  pay  ;  viz.  A 
surgeon,  sixty  dollars  per  month ;  and  all  settlements  of  the  accounts 
of  surgeons  and  surgeons-mates,  heretofore  made  agreeable  to  the  said 
establishment,  are  hereby  declared  legal,  any  thing  in  the  said  act  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. — 

And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen  on  the  said  act,  whether  officers, 
heretofore  reduced,  are  entitled  to  a  compensation  for  the  depreciation 
of  the  pay  for  one  year  which  upon  such  reduction  was  advanced  to  the 
said  officers. — 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  j  and  it  is  hereby 
declared^  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  auditors,  at  any  time 
hereafter,  to  liquidate  the  depreciation  of  the  said  pay  for  one  year  so 
advanced. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid ;  That  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  for  the  said  auditors,  until  the  legislature  shall  make  further 
provision  in  the  premisses,  to  liquidate  the  accounts  of,  or  grant  certifi- 
cates to,  any  commission  officers,  other  than  such  as  belong  to  the  line 
of  this  State,  and  such  officers  as  are  herein  before  mentioned. 

And  whereas  in  and  by  the  said  act  the  said  auditors  were  directed 
to  give  to  each  person  one  certificate  for  the  ballance  due  to  him 

And  whereas  it  hath  been  conceived  beneficial  for  the  persons  entitled, 
to  such  certificates  that  they  should  be  permitted  to  receive  such  num- 
ber of  certificates  and  in  such  several  sums  as  they  shall  elect  not  to 
exceed  in  the  whole  the  amount  of  the  ballance  due. — 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  said  auditors  to  give  to  each  person  such  number  of 
certificates  not  exceeding  ten,  and  for  such  respective  sums  not  exceed- 
ing in  the  whole  the  amount  of  the  ballance  due  as  such  person  shall 
elect  and  that  all  certificates  so  given  or  to  be  given  shall  be  and  are 
hereby  declared  to  be  legal  any  thing  in  the  said  act  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 


CHAP.  23. 


AN  ACT  to  raise  troops  for  the  immediate  defence  of  the  State^ 

Passed  the  loth  of  March,  17S1. 
Troops 

to  be  l^  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented  in 

immediate  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  efiacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 
BtaS?*^  ^'  That  troops  shall,  be  raised  for  the  immediate  defence  of  the  State,  for 
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the  ensuing  campaign,  be  paid,  subsisted,  officered,  arranged  into  corps, 
be  subject  to  the  continental  articles  of  war,  and  be  provided  with  arms, 
accoutrements  and  a  blanket,  in  like  manner  and  under  the  same  pains 
and  penalties,  as  is  directed  and  provided  in  and  by  the  act  for  raising 
troops  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  passed  the  eleventh  day  of 
March  last,  and  to  serve  until  the  first  day  of  January  next,  unless 
sooner  discharged  ;  and  this  act  shall  in  like  manner  be  carried  into 
execution  by  general  orders  from  the  person  administring  the  govern- 
ment for  the  time  being,  so  as  each  class  instead  of  consisting  of  thirty 
five  names,  shall  consist  of  twenty  names,  any  thing  in  the  said  act  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

II,  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in  case  Amount  to 
all  the  classes  in  a  regiment  should  be  delinquent,  that  each  class  in  deifnquent 
such  regiment  shall  be  subject  to  pay  a  sum  equal  to  double  the  amount  o^aaa. 

of  the  highest  bounty  which  shall  have  been  given  by  any  class  in  any 
ajoining  regiment,  which  shall  then  have  procured  a  recruit. 

III,  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  Benefit  of 
benefit  of  a  certain  clause  in  the  act,  for  amending  the  act  to  com-  ^tnamed 
plete  the  quota  of  the  troops  of  this  State  to  serve  in  the  army  of  the  extended. 
United  States,  passed  at  this  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  giving 

to  persons  who  shall  advance  specie  for  a  recruit  a  remedy  to  recover 
in  specie  the  monies  so  advanced,  shall  be  extended  to  persons  who  shall 
advance  specie  for  a  recruit  to  be  raised  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and 
that  in  every  suit  for  the  recovery  of  monies  advanced  for  a  recruit  to 
be  raised  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  justice  to 
grant  execution  forwith  after  judgment,  any  law  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

IV,  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  Persons 
person  belonging  to  the  levies  to  be  raised  in  pursuance  of  this  act  JJ^jJ^JJ? 
shall  be  convicted  of  desertion,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court  martialti^n may 
to  adjudge  such  person  to  serve  in  either  of  the  Continental  battalions  tenoed  to 
raised  under  the  direction  of  this  State,  in  like  manner  as  is  provided  ^ntin? 
by  the  Act  for  raising  levies  to  reinforce  the  army  of  the  United  entai  bat- 
States,  passed  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June  last.  taUons. 

V  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  and  it  is  hereby  Quakers 
provided^  That  the  people  called  Quakers  shall  be  liable  to  be  classed  cfaSwd. 
in  like  manner  as  other  male  inhabitants,  any  exemption  in  favor  of  the 

said  people  in  any  other  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

VI  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy  That  if  the  Assessors, 
assessors  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  meet,  or  meeting,  shall  neglect  or  neSieo&ST 
refuse  to  assess  they  shall  respectively  instead  of  the  sum  of  one  hun-  to  meet, 
dred  pounds  mentioned  in  the  said  act  first  above  mentioned,  be  subject 

to  pay  the  sum  of  twenty  five  pounds  in  specie,  or  in  bills  of  the  new 
emission,  any  thing  in  the  said  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

VII  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in  case  When 
of  such  neglect  or  refusal  by  a  majority  of  the  assessors,  it  shall  be  law-  S2S^ 
ful  for  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  in  which  such  neglect  ™ay  ™«^o 
or  refusal  may  happen  and  he  is  hereby  required  together  with  four  ment." 
other  commissioned  officers  to  be  by  him  convened  to  make  the  assess- 
ment and  such  assessment  subscribed  by  him  and  any  two  of  them 

shall  be  and  hereby  is  declared  to  be  as  legal  and  valid  as  if  the  same 
had  been  made  by  the  assessors. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in  addi-  Governor 
tion  to  the  penalty  above  inflicted  on  a  delinquent  class,  it  shall  be  law-  Sbie*''"*^'^ 
ful  for  the  person  administring  the  government  for  the  time  being  by  bodied 
general  militia  orders,  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  deem  most  expedient,  detached 

43 


338  LAWS  OF  NEW  YORK.  [Chap.  23. 

to  serve  In  to  cause  an  able  bodied  man  (not  being  of  the  people  called  Quakers) 
*  ^        to  be  detached  from  each  delinquent  class,  and  to  serve  in  the  levies  to 
be  raised  in  pursuance  of  this  act —  That  each  person  being  so  detached 
shall  after  notice  thereof  left  at  his  usual  place  of  abode,  be  deemed  as 
Person       belonging  to  the  said  levies  —  That  each  person  so  detached  as  aforesaid, 
to  joinand  who  shall  within  convenient  time  thereafter  join  and  serve  in  the  said 
aerv%         levies  until  the  expiration  of  the  said  term,  or  until  regularly  discharged 
Compen-    shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  treasury  of  this  State  the  sum  of 
sation.       fifteen  pounds  in  bills  of  the  new  emission,  and  exclusive  of  wages,  upon 
the  certificate  of  the  person  administring  the  government  for  the  time 
being  —  and  the  person  administring  the  government  for  the  time  being 
is  hereby  required  whenever  it  shall  appear  probable  from  the  report 
of,  or  upon  return  of  any  officer  in  the  said  levies,  or  otherwise,  that 
any  person  so  detached  hath  complied  with  the  terms  aforesaid,  to  give 
such  person  a  certificate  thereof,    and   the  treasurer  of  the  State  is 
hereby  directed  to  pay  to  the  person  named  in  such  certificate,  the  said 
sum  of  fifteen  pounds,  out  of  any  monies  which  may  then  be  in  the 
treasury,  not  specially  appropriated.     And  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any 
commission-officer  appointed  in  the  said  levies,  to  receive  a  gratuity  by 
way  of  bounty  fr()m  one  class  only,  and  the  class  giving  such  gratuity 
shall  in  such  case  be  exempted  from  furnishing  a  recruit. 
Amount  of      IX    And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  com- 
pS?to^  manding  officers  of  the  several  regiments  shall  return  to  the  person 
returned,    administring  the  government,  the  amount  of  the  several  bounties  paid 
by  the  respective  classes,  and  such  returns  shall  by  the  person  admin- 
istring the  government  be  delivered  to  the  treasurer  of  this  State  to  be 
filed  in  the  treasury  to  the  end  that  upon  a  final  adjustment  of  the 
accounts  of  the  several  States  this  State  may  have  credit  for  the  amount 
of  the  said  bounties  as  monies  advanced  by  this  State  towards  defraying 
the  general  expences  of  the  war. 
Oommls-         X.  And  be  it  fnrther  enacted  by  tJu  authority  aforesaid^  That  each 
offlSers,      commission-officer  of  the  militia  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  do  or  per- 
Eot  neSect  ^"^"^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  duties  required  of,  or  enjoined  on  him,  by  this  act,  or 
of  duty,     by  such  general  orders  as  aforesaid,  shall  for  each  offence  forfeit  the 
sum  of  fifty  pounds  in  specie,  or  in  bills  of  the  new  emission,  to  the  peo- 
ple of  this  State,  to  be  recovered  by  the  treasurer  of  this  State,  by  suit 
in  his  own  name,  with  costs,  and  in  every  such  suit,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  plaintif  to  declare  generally  that  the  defendant  did  at  the  time 
and  place,  or  times  and  places,  expressed  in  the  declaration,  neglect  and 
refuse,  or  neglect  or  refuse,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  perform  the  duties 
required  of  him  by  general  militia  orders,  issued  in  pursuance  of  this 
Eyidenoe    act.     Provided  that  the  plaintif  shall  not  be  permitted  to  give  evidence 
^^  upon  the  trial,  of  any  neglects  or  refusals,  other  than  such  as  shall  be 

specified  in  a  notice  in  writing,  to  be  served  upon  the  defendant  or  his 
attorney,  at  least  twenty  days  before  the  service  of  the  notice  of  trial, 
and  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  attorney  general  upon  the  order 
of  the  person  administring  the  government,  to  commence  and  prose- 
cute to  effect  such  suit  against  every  officer  charged  with  such  neglect 
or  refusal. 
Persons  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  and  it  is  her-cby 

exempt!***^  provided  That  none  of  the  persons  who  have  heretofore  procured 
others  to  inlist  in  either  of  the  Continental  battalions  raised  under  the 
direction  of  this  State,  shall  on  account  thereof  be  exempted  from  l>e- 
ing  classed  and  paying  their  proportion  of  bounty  which  may  be  given 
by  the  class  to  which  they  may  respectively  belong. 
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Provided  always  that  they  shall  not  be  liable  to  be  detached  unless  Not  to  be 
the  time  for  which  they  respectively  engaged  a  man  to  serve  as  afore-  det*ched. 
said  shall  have  expired  any  thing  in  the  said  act  passed  the  twenty  first 
day  of  March  last  not  withstanding. 


CHAP.  24* 

AN  ACT  more  effectually  to  collect  the  deficiencies  in  assesments 
of  wheat  and  to  lay  an  embargo  on  the  exportation  of  flour 
meal  and  wheat  out  of  this  State. 

Passed  the  loth  of  March,  1781. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in  Embargo 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same  jj^rtation' 
That  an  embargo  shall  be  and  is  hereby  laid  on  the  exportation  of  flour  of  flour, 
meal  and  wheat  out  of  this  State  to  take  effect  on  the  sixth  day  after  ®*^' 
the  passing  of  this  act  and  under  the  same  penalties  and  to  be  recov- 
ered and  applied  in  like  manner  as  is  specified  in  the  "  Act  to  prohibit 
the  exportation  of  flour  meal  and  grain  out  of  this  State,"  passed  the 
thirteenth  day  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight, 
as  the  same  is  amended  by  the  act,  passed  for  that  purpose  on  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine. 
And  in  order  to  render  the  said  embargo  more  effectual. 

B^  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid   That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  Governor 
the  person  administering  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  ^nwaf 
to  issue  a  general  warrant  of  impress  to  the  agent  for  this  State  to  im-  warrant  of 
press  wheat  and  flour  within  mis  State.     That  the  said  agent  be  in-  a^M? 
structed,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  warrant,  to  impress  only  such  wheat  ^^*  ^^^ 
or  flour  as  shall  be  attempted  to  be  exported.     That  the  said  agent  be  attempted 
farther  instructed,  in  cases  of  impresses  of.  flour  meal  or  wheat  attempted  J^^df ' 
to  be  exported,  before  the  said  embargo  shall  take  effect,  to  give  to  the 
several  persons  from  whom  the  same  shall  be  impressed,  the  usual  cer- 
tificates for  the  amount  thereof;  and  in  cases  of  impresses  of  flour  meal 
or  wheat  seized  and  condemned  as  being  attempted  to  be  exported, 
without  a  licence  after  the  said  embargo  shall  take  effect,  to  give  to  the 
person  making  the  seizure,  the  usual  certificates,  inserting  therein  that 
the   articles  therein  mentioned  were  seized  and  condemned,  for  the 
amount  of  the  moiety  of  the  flour  meal  or  wheat  which  by  virtue  of 
such  seizure  such  person  may  be  entitled  to ;  and  that  the  said  agent  be 
further  instructed  in  his  account  with  the  State  to  charge  himself  with 
the  amount  of  the  other  moiety  which  by  virtue  of  such  seizure  accrued 
to  this  State.     That  the  said  warrant  and  embargo  shall  not  continue  in  How  long 
force  longer  than  until  there  shall  have  been  furnished  by  or  procured  J^con^ 
within  this  State  for  the  use  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  since  Jinue  in 
the  first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy 
nine,    by  purchase,  assessment  or  impress  to  the  amount  of  thirteen 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty  nine  barrels  of  flour  or  an  equivalent 
in  wheat,  computing  five  bushels  of  wheat  to  one  barrel  of  flour,  and 
that  as  soon  as  from  the  returns  of  the  said  agent  or  otherwise  it  shall 
appear  probable  to  the  person  administering  the  government  of  this  State 
for  the  time  being,  that  this  State  hath  since  the  first  day  of  December 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine,  including  occasional 
supplies  to  the  militia  and  Indians,  furnished  the  quota  of  flour  assigned 
to  this  State  by  the  act  of  congress  of  the  twenty  fifth  day  of  February, 
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one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  forthwith  to  supercede  the  said 
warrant  and  issue  his  proclamation  for  taking  off  the  said  embargo, 
and  the  said  embargo  shall  from  and  after  the  day  for  that  purpose  to 
be  specified  in  such  proclamation  be  deemed  •  and  is  hereby  declared  to 
be  taken  off. 
Wheat,  And  be  it  further  enacted   by  the  authority  aforesaid   That   in   all 

time  o?™   cases  where  the  said  agent  or  either  of  his  assistants  or  any  person 
*n^P>^-     properly  deputed  by   him  for  the   purpose  shall   impress  any  wheat 
deemed  In  either  threshed  or  in  the  straw  or  any  flour  or  other  article,  the  said 
ofSent?**  wheat  flour  or  other  articles  shall  from  and  immediately  after  and  by 
virtue  of  such  impress  be  deemed  to  be  in  the  possession  of  the  said 
agent  and  he  shall  upon  the  removal  concealment  or  detention  of  the 
said  wheat  flour  or  other  articles  so  impressed,  be  entitled  to  recover 
the  value  thereof  in  an  action  of  trover  and  conversion  in  his  own 
name  with  costs  against  the  person  in  whose  possession  the  same  was 
immediately  before  the  same  was  impressed  and  the  monies  to  be  re- 
covered in  every  such  suit  shall  when  received  by  the  said  agent  be 
credited  by  him  to  the  State  and  shall  be  expended  by  him  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  office. 
Wheat  fur-      And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  quan- 
puty^om^  tity  of  wheat  and  flour  furnished  under  or  by  the  authority  of  this  State 
missarv      to  Jacob  Cuyler  Esquire  late  deputy  commissary  general  of  purchases 
Seemed      Ws  agents  or  assistants  between  the  first  day  of  December,  one  thou- 
amouDc      ^^^  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine  and  the  first  day  of  August  one 
mentioned  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  whereof  the  said  Jacob  Cuy- 
in  thia  act.  j^j.  jg  hereby  required  to  make  a  return  unto  his  excellency  the  gov- 
ernor on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  March  instant  shall  be  deemed 
and  considered  by  his  said  excellency » as  a  part  of  the  said  thirteen 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty  nine  barrels  of  flour  mentioned  in  this 
act. 
Proviso  aa      And  whereas  in  and  by  the  **  Act  to  procure  supplies  for  the  use  of  the 
to  ldS?ver    army»  and  to  prevent  a  monopoly  of  cattle  within  this  State  and  more 
artioies  aa-  effectually  to  prevent  supplies  of  cattle  to  the  enemy  "  passed  the  twenty 
®*  fourth  June  last  it  is  declared  that  if  any  person  should  refuse  or  neglect 

to  deliver  the  respective  quantities  of  the  several  articles  which  he  or 
she  should  be  assessed  to  furnish  such  person  should  be  subject  to  the 
forfeiture  in  the  said  act  mentioned. 
Ibid,  as  to       And  whereas  in  many  instances  persons  who  have  been  assessed  to 
posseSed    fumish  flour  or  wheat,  were  not  at  the  time  of  the  assessment  or  at  any 
jJjJJJJJJ^y  time  afterwards  possessed  of  the  quantity  assessed  upon  them  respec- 
tively, beyond  what  was  necessary  for  seed  and  the  support  of  their  re- 
spective families,  and  in  many  instances  persons  have  concealed   the 
flour  or  wheat  assessed  upon  them;  by  reason  whereof  the  said  act  with 
respect  to  such  persons  hath  proved  ineffectual;  and  it  is  therefore  requi- 
site that  further  provision  should  be  made  for  the  more  effectual  collec- 
tion of  the  said  assessments  of  the  said  wheat  and  flour  under  the  said 
act. 
Forfeltare       Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  TYisX  in  lieu  of  the 
thatnamed  said  forfeiture  if  any  person  assessed  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act  shall 
ferri^  to     ^^^  within  six  days  after  such  person  shall  be  notified  after  the  passing 
of  this  act  by  the  said  agent  or  either  of  his  assistants  or  by  any  per- 
son employed  by  the  said  agents  or  either  of  his  assistants  for  the  pur- 
pose   of   the  quantity  of  wheat  or  flour  assessed  upon  such  person, 
under  the  act  aforesaid,  and  of  the  place  where  the  same  is  to  be  de- 
livered, deliver  the  quantity  of  wheat  or  flour  assessed  upon  him    or 
her,  the  person  so  offending  shall  forfeit  double  the  value  of  the  flour 
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or  wheat  assessed  upon  such  person,  and  which  shall  not  have  been  de- 
livered, estimated  at  the  several  prices  mentioned  in  the  said  act  and 
to  be  recovered  by  the  said  agent  or  either  of  his  assistants  in  the 
name  of  the  said  agent  in  a  summary  way  before  any  justice  of  the 
peace  of  the  county,  and  the  jurisdiction  of  such  justice  is  hereby  ex- 
tended to  such  suit  notwithstanding  the  sum  in  demand  may  exceed 
the  sum  of  ten  pounds  and  the  justice  shall  issue  execution  forthwith 
after  judgment  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwitstanding;  and  that  the 
said  monies  when  recovered  shall  be  expended  by  the  said  agent  in  the 
execution  of  his  office  and  in  his  accounts  he  shall  credit  the  State  with 
the  amount  thereof. 

Provided  nevertheless  that  if  any  person  so  assessed  shall  previous  Proviso  as 
to  the  commencement  of  such  suit  appear  before  the  said  agent  or  either  of  tfon^on"*" 
his  assistants  and  declare  upon  oath  and  which  oath  the  said  agent  and  ^^^^  **® 
each  of  his  assistants  are  hereby  authorized  to  admintster,  that  he  or  ^rsonsnot 
she,  the  said  person  was  not  at  the  time  when  he  or  she  was  so  assessed  J? ^^JStl 
or  any  time  since,  possessed  of  or  did  not  own  the  quantity  of  wheat  etc. 
assessed  upon  him  or  her,  beyond  what  was  necessary  to  supply  his  or 
her  family  with  bread  until  the  first  day  of  September  next  after  the 
passing  of  this  act  and  beyond  what  he  or  she  hath  sown  upon  his  or 
her  farm  during  the  last  seed  time  that  in  such  case  it  shall  not  be  law- 
ful for  the  said  agent  or  either  of  his  assistants  to  commence  such  suit 
against  the  person  taking  such  oath  as  aforesaid;  and  further  that  if 
upon  the  trial  of  such  suit  as  aforesaid,  the  defendant  shall  take  such 
oath  as  aforesaid  before  the  justice  before  whom  such  trial  shall  be 
had  and  if  the  defendant  shall  thereupon  pay  the  costs  on  both  sides 
which  shall  then  have  accrued  in  such  suit  the  justice  shall  be  and  is 
hereby  prohibited  from  further  proceeding  in  such  suit. 

And  be  it  further   enacted  by  the   authority  aforesaid    That   such  Parteof act 
parts  of  the  said  act   passed  the  twenty  fourth  day  of  June  last  as  in-  ^^ 
flict  a  penalty  on  persons  neglecting  or  refusing  to  deliver  quantity 
of  articles  assessed  upon  them  respectively  shall  be  and  are  hereby  re- 
pealed 

Provided  nevertheless  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  con-  ^^^'^JJ®*^ 
strued  to  repeal  a  certain  clause  in  the  act  entitled  an  "  Act  more  effec-  '®^* 
tually.to  draw  forth  the  quota  of  supplies  allotted  to  this  State,  to  pro- 
cure further  supplies  and  to  repeal  the  laws  prohibiting  the  exportation 
of  flour  meal  and  grain  out  of  this  State  and  the  purchases  of  flour 
meal  and  wheat  with  intent  to  be  sold  again  "  passed  the  twenty  second 
day  of  September  last  whereby  the  person  administering  the  government 
is  authorized  to  grant  warrants  of  impress ;  so  as  in  pursuance  of  such 
warrants  there  shall  be  impressed  only  from  the  respective  persons  as- 
sessed in  pursuance  of  the  said  act  passed  the  twenty  fourth  day  of 
June  last  the  deficiencies  of  the  several  articles  assessed  upon  the  said 
persons  respectively. 


CHAP.  25. 

AN    ACT  for  the  better  determination  of  personal  actions  de- 
pending upon  accounts. 

Passed  the  12th  of  March,  1781. 

Whereas,  instead  of  the  antient  action  of  account,  suits  are  of  late,  Preamble, 
for  the  sake  of  holding  to  bail  and  to  avoid  the  wager  of  law,  frequently 
brought  in  assumpsit;  whereby  the  business  of  unravelling  long  and  in- 
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^icate  accounts,  most  proper  for  the  deliberate  examination  of  auditors, 
is  now  cast  upon  jurors,  who,  at  the  bar,  are  more  disadvantageously 
circumstanced  for  such  services  and  this  burthen  upon  jurors  is  greatly 
encreased,  since  the  law  made  for  permitting  discounts  in  support  of  a  plea  ' 
ot  payment;  so  that  by  the  change  of  the  law  and  practice  abovemen- 
tioned,  the  suits  of  merchants  and  others,  upon  long  accounts,  are  ex- 
posed to  erroneous  decisions  and  jurors  perplexed  and  rendered  more 
liable  to  attaints,  and  by  the  vast  time  necessarily  consumed  in  such 
trials,  other  causes  are  delayed,  and  the  general  course  of  justice  is 
grealy  obstructed. 
Where  trial      Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People    of  the    State  of  New    York 
examloL    represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority 
tionofiong^  tJie  same  That  whenever  it  shall  appear  probable  in  any  cause  de- 
oauBe^  may  pending  in  the  supreme  court  of  judicature  or  in  any  inferior  court  of 
Siit^'o"***  common  pleas,  or  mayors  court  in  this  State  (other  than  such  as  shall  be 
without      brought  by  or  against  executors  or  administrators)  that  the  trial  of  the 
pvtleef  ^^  same  will  require  the  examination  of  a  long  account,  either  on  one  side 
or  the  other,  the  said  court  at  any  time  after  issue  is  joined  in  such 
cause  is  hereby  authorized,  with  or  without  the  consent  of  parties,  to  refer 
such  cause  by  rule,  to  be  made  at  discretion,  to  referrees,  who  shall  be 
three  such  persons  as  the  court  shall  nominate,  unless  upon  naming 
them,  the  parties  agree  upon  and  name  others  or  shall  elect  that  three 
persons   be    ballotted   for  out  of    the  pannel  of   the   jurors   if   sum- 
moned for  the  trial  of  the  cause,  in  the  usual  form  of  ballotting  for  ju- 
rors; which  referrees  finally  fixed  upon  shall  report  thereon,  upon  pain 
of  contempt;  and  if  the  report  or  award  of  the  referrees,  or  of  the  ma- 
jor part  of  them,  shall  be  confirmed  by  the  said  court;  and  any  sum  be 
thereby,  found  for  the  plaintif,  judgment  shall  be  entered  for  the  same. 
Costs,         with  a  relicta  verificatione,  as  by  confession,  with  costs,  if  by  law  the 
towhom^  plaintif  would  have  recovered  costs,  had  a  verdict  passed  in  the  same 
allowed,     cause,  for  the  sum  so  reported  to  be  due:  but  if  after  payment  pleaded, 
any  sum  shall  be  reported  to  be  due  to  the  defendant  and  the  award  be 
confirmed,  he  shall  have  judgment  and  recover  his  costs;  and  to  enable 
him  to  recover  also  the  sum  so  found  to  be  due  to  him,  the  report  of  the 
referrees  shall  be  considered  as  a  record,  and  a  recovery  be  had  by  scire 
facias,  with  costs  in  the  manner  directed  by  a  certain  law  of  this -State, 
passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  four- 
teen, and  now  in  full  force,  entitled  "  An  act  for  preventing  the  multi- 
plicity of  law  suits,"  and  when  such  referrees  shall  report  that  nothing  is 
due  from  the  defendant ;  and  the  report  be  confirmed,  then  judgment 
shall  be  entered  as  by  non  pross,  and  the  defendant  shall  recover  his 
costs  to  be  taxed  and  such  judgment  be  a  perpetual  bar. 
Sums  to  be      And  be    it  further  enacted    by    the  authority  aforesaid,    That    the 
allowed,     judges  of  the  said  court,  in  taxing  the  costs,  shall  allow  to  the  prevailing 
party  a  reasonable  sum  for  such  services  and  expences  as  may  accrue 
after  the  reference  of  the  cause;  and  that  process  of  subpoena  may  issue 
to  convene  witnesses  before  the  referrees,  as  is  usual  on  the  execution  of 
writts  of  enquiry  of  damages  who  shall  be  examined  upon  oath ;  and 
there  shall  be  allowed  to  each  referee  signing  a  report  the  sum  of  eight 
shillings  for  every  day,  which  the  judge  shall  think  necessarily  spent  in 
the  business  of  the  submission,  besides  a  reasonable  allowance  for  their 
expences;  which  allowance  shall  be  paid  by  the  party  in  whose  favor 
the  report  shall  be  made,  and  after  the  same  shall  be  allowed  to  him  in 
the  bill  of  costs  for  which  judgment  shall  be  signed;  and  that  each 
referree  shall  take  an  oath  before  any  magistrate  (who  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  administer  the  same,  and  oaths  to  witnesses  to  be  examined  before 
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them)  before  he  proceeds  to  the  business  of  the  referrence,  faithfully  and 
fairly  to  hear  and  examine  the  cause  and  to  make  a  true  and  just  re- 
port, according  to  the  best  of  his  skill  and  understanding. 


CHAP.  26. 

AN  ACT  to  continue  the  processes  and  alter  the  terms  of  the 
courts  of  common  pleas  and  general  sessions  of  the  peace  in  the 
county  of  Charlotte. 

Passed  the  12th  of  March,  1781. 

Whereas  the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  and  general  sessions  of  Preamble, 
the  peace,  in  and  for  the  county  of  Charlotte,  are  by  law  directed  to  be 
held  twice  annually:  that  is  to  say,  on  the  second  Tuesdays  in  April  and 
October. 

And  whereas  the  said  terms  and  seasons  are  by  experience  found  to  be 
very  inconvenient. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  repre-  Ooarta 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  Sr'Kn^d 
the  same.  That  the  next  succeeding  court  of  common  pleas  and  general  where  to 
sessions  of  the  peace  to  be  held  in  and  for  the  said  county  after  the       ®  ' 
passing  of  this  act  shall  be  held  at  New  Perth,  in  the  said  county,  on 
the  second  Tuesday  in  April  next    and   that  all  succeeding  courts  of 
common  pleas  and  general  sessions  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  said 
county  shall  from  and  after  the  said  term  so  to  be  held  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  April  next,  be  held  twice  annually:  that  is  to  say,  on  the  last 
Tuesday  of  February,  and  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  November  in  every 
year  at  New  Perth  aforesaid  any  law  to  the  contrary  hereof  in  any  wise 
notwithstanding. 

And  whereas  an  incursion  of  the  enemy  prevented  the  holding  of 
courts  of  common  pleas  and  general  sessions  of  the  peace  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  October  last  in  the  said  county. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  aut/iority  aforesaid  That  all  suits  and  Suits,  etc, 
processes  depending  in  the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  and  courts,  oo"***"*"*^* 
of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  said  county  shall  be  con- 
tinued in  like  manner  as  if  an  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  and  court 
of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  had  been  respectively  held  in  the  said 
county  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  October  last. — That  all  processes  and  Precepts, 
precepts  issued  out  of  the  inferior  courts  of  common  pleas  or  general  JobeTe^ 
sessions  of  the  peace  of  the  said  county  and  which  were  returnable  on  turned, 
the  said  second  Tuesday  in  October  last  shall  be  returned  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  April  next  in  the  said  courts  respectively  and  that  all  per- 
sons who  were  bound  by  bail  bonds  or  recognizances  to  appear  at  the 
inferior  court  of  common  pleas  or  general  sessions  of  the  peace  intended 
to  have  been  held  in  the  said  county  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  October 
last  shall  be  held  and  bound  to  appear  by  virtue  of  such  bail  bonds,  or 
recognizances  respectively  at  the  next  inferior  court  of  common  pleas 
or  next  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  to  be  held  in  the  said  county  after 
passing  this  act  and  that  all  processes  and  precepts  issued  or  to  be  issued 
out  of  the  inferior  court  of  the  said  county  tested  on  the  last  day  of  the 
said  intended  October  term  shall  be  deemed  legal  and  valid. 
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AN  ACT  to  lay  a  duty  of  excise  on  strong  liquors,  to  appropri- 
ate the  monies  arising  therefrom  and  for  the  better  regulation 
of  inns  and  taverns  within  this  State. 

Passed  the  14th  of  March,  1781. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  t/te  State  of  New  York  represented 
in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same  That  the  following  several  persons  shall  be  commissioners  of 
excise  for  the  several  cities  towns  manors  districts  and  precincts  within 
this  State:  That  is  to  say.  For  the  city  of  Albany,  the  mayor  of  the  said 
city  for  the  time  being;  And  in  and  for  the  several  towns  manors  dis- 
tricts and  precincts;  the  supervisor  or  supervisors  of,  and  the  justice  or 
justices  of  the  peace  resident  within  the  same  respectively,  or,  in  case 
there  shall  not  be  two  justices  or  in  case  of  the  absence  of  the  residing 
justices,  then  such  neighboring  justice  or  justices  as  the  supervisor  or 
supervisors  shall  notify  and  associate  with  him  or  them  for  the  purpose. 
That  the  said  commissioners  shall  by  writing  under  their  respective 
hands  grant  to  several  persons,  within  the  respective  places  for  which 
they  are  severally  hereby  appointed  commissioners,  who  shall  apply  for 
the  same,  licences  to  retail  strong  or  spiritous  liquors  under  five  gallons; 
and  which  licences  shall  be  annually  granted  and  continue  in  force  from 
the  time  of  granting  the  same  until  the  first  day  of  March  next  ensuing 
the  date  of  such  licence  and  no  longer.  And  the  said  commissioners  are 
hereby  respectively  required  to  keep  an  account  of  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons to  whom  licences  shall  be  granted  and  of  the  sums  by  each  of  the 
said  persons  paid  for  a  licence,  and  to  file  the  same  with  the  county 
treasurer  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  March  in  every  year  during  the 
continuance  of  this  act.  That  the  said  commissioners  shall  within  the 
respective  places  for  which  they  are  hereby  appointed  commissioners, 
determine  and  ascertain  what  each  respective  person,  applying  for  such 
licence  as  aforesaid,  shall  pay  for  the  same,  not  being  less  than  two  nor 
more  than  eight  pounds  lawful  money  of  this  State  as  a  duty  of  excise, 
which  together  with  the  sum  of  six  shillings  lawful  money  aforesaid  as 
a  fee  to  the  said  •  commissioner  or  commissioners  for  granting  such 
licence  shall  be  paid  by  the  person  applying  for  the  same:  Provided 
that  no  licence  shall  be  granted  except  in  the  said  city,  unless  three 
commissioners  shall  be  present  at  the  granting  thereof. 

11.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  if  any  per- 
son shall  sell  by  retail  any  strong  or  spirituous  liquors  without  having  such 
licence  as  aforesaid,  the  person  so  offending  shall  for  each  offence  forfeit 
the  sum  of  ten  pounds  lawful  money  aforesaid,  to  be  recovered  in  a  sum- 
mary way  by  any  person  who  will  sue  for  the  same  before  any  justice  of 
the  peace  of  the  county  where  the  offence  shall  arise  with  costs ;  one 
moiety  to  the  prosecutor  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  overseers  of  the 
poor  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  town  manor  district  or  precinct 
where  the  offence  shall  arise. 

And  be  it  furtlur  encuted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  no  person 
shall  sell  by  retail  any  strong  or  spirituous  liquors  to  be  drank  in  his  or 
her  house  out-house  yard  or  garden  unless  such  person  shall  appeax 
before  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  and  enter  into  a  recognizance 
to  the  people  of  this  State  in  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  conditioned  tKat 
he  or  she  the  said  person  will  not  during  the  time  that  he  or  she  shall 


Chap.  28.]  FOURTH  SESSION.  345 

keep  an  inn  or  tavem,  keep  a  disorderly  inn  or  tavern  or  suffer  or  per-  Condition 
mit  any  cock-fighting  or  gaming  to  be  practiced  within  the  inn  or  tavem  *^'^'**^- 
by  him  or  her  kept   or  within  any  out-house  yard  or  garden  belonging 
thereunto  and  unless  such  person  shall  at  the  time  that  he  or  she  shall  Oath  to  be 
enter  into  such  recognizance  take  the  following  oath  or  if  of  the  people  ^^®°- 
called  Quakers  affirmation  before  the  justice  of  the  peace  taking  such 
recognizance,  and  which  oath  or  affirmation  the  said  justice  is  hereby 
required  to  administer,  viz*. 

"  I  do  hereby  solemnly  and  without  any  mental  reservation  or  equivo-  Form  of. 
cation  whatsoever  swear  and  declare  and  call  God  to  witness  (or  if  of 
the  people  called  Quakers  affirm)  that  I  renounce  and  abjure  all  allegi- 
ance to  the  king  of  Great  Britain  and  that  I  do  believe  and  acknowledge 
the  State  of  New  York  to  be  of  right  a  free  and  independent  State ; 
and  further  that  as  a  good  subject  of  the  said  free  and  independent 
State  of  New  York  I  will  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  ability  faith- 
fully do  my  duty: — So  help  me  God." 

And  if  any  person  shall  sell  by  retail  any  strong  or  spirituous  liquors  Penalty, 
to  be  drank  in  his  or  her  house  out-house  yard  or  garden  without  hav- 
ing entered  into  such  recognizance  and  taken  such  oath  or,  if  of  the 
people  called  Quakers,  affirmation;  the  person  so  offending  shall  for  each 
offence  forfeit  a  like  penalty  to  be  recovered  and  applied  as  aforesaid. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  several  ^'^"f^ 
and  respective  commissioners  shall  and  are  hereby  required  to  pay  the  foriioenaee 
money  so  annually  to  be  rated  and  ascertained  by  them  into  the  hands  Jj  ^J^^y 
of  the  treasurer  for  the  time  being  of  the  several  counties  respectively  treasurer, 
to  be  applied  by  the  supervisors  of  the  said  several  counties  respectively  ®*^' 

as  to  them  shall  appear  most  conducive  to  the  public  weal  of  their  re- 
spective counties  ;  except  in  the  county  of  Ulster  where  the  monies  aris- 
ing by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  applied  towards  building  a  goal  in  the 
said  county  and  shall  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  thereof  to  such  person  or 
persons  as  shall  be  appointed  for  building  the  same. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  and  provided  Act  not 
always.  That   nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  make  S?tSJ^etc!! 
void  abridge  or  any  wise  lessen  the  several  rights  and  privileges  granted  named, 
unto  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Albany  and  borough  of  Westchester  by 

their  respective  charters  any  thing  contained  in  this  act  to  the  contrary 
thereof  notwithstanding 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  laws  l^^  «*»- 
heretofore  passed  respecting  the  regulating  of  inns  or  taverns  and  retail-  ^° 

ing  of  spiritous  liquors  within  this  State  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
suspended  during  the  continuance  of  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  this  act  shall 
continue  and  be  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  March,  which  will  be 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  eight. 


CHAP.  28. 

AN  ACT  for  relieving  such  persons  as  have  manifested  their 
attachment  to  the  cause  of  the  United  States  and  whose  sons 
have  joined  the  enemy  from  the  penalties  of  a  law  therein  men- 
tioned. 

Passed  the  15th  of  March,  1781. 

Whereas  by  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  complete  the  quota  of  the  Preamble, 
troops  of  this  State  to  serve  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  during  the 
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war,"  passed  the  ninth  day  of  October  last,  all  persons  whose  sons  had 
gone  over  to  and  joined  the  enemy,  under  such  circumstances  as  are 
therein  mentioned,  were  made  liable  to  pay  certain  taxes, 

And  whereas  it  hath  been  suggested  to  the  legislature,  that  some  per- 
sons attached  to  the  freedom  and  independence  of  the  United  States, 
whose  sons  contrary  to  the  will  and  without  the  knowledge  of  their 
parents,  have  so  gone  over  to  or  joined  the  enemy  have  been  by  the  said 
act  subject  to  the  same  penalties  with  the  disaffected — for  remedy 
whereof. 
Persons  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 

appeal  uT^  iSr«^j/^  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 
justices;     That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  all  persons  who,  having  been  taxed  in  pur- 
before*      9uance  of  the  said  act  shall  adjudge  themselves  s^rieved  thereby  to 
^iilfl-       appeal  to  the  justices  of  the  county  in  which  such  appealant  may  reside, 
oate  to  be  at  any  general  sessions  which  may  be  held  in  and  for  such  county  on  or 
granted,     before  the  first  day  of  January  next  ensuing — and  the  said  justices  are 
empowered  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  make  enquiry  into  the  mat- 
ter respecting  the  character  of  such  appellant  to  summon  any  person  or 
persons  to  appear  before  them  as  witnesses,  and  to  examine  such  per- 
sons on  oath,  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  justices  or  a  majority 
of   them   that    such   appellant   hath  constantly   and   uniformly,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  present  war,  taken  an  active  and  decisive 
part  in  favour  of  the  United  States  and  hath  constantly  demeaned  him- 
self or  herself  as  a  good  subject  of  this  State  ought  to  do,  that  then  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  justices  or  a  majority  of  them  to  give  such 
appellant  a  certificate  thereof — That  the  appellant  receiving  such  cer- 
tificate shall  be  and  he  or  she  is  hereby  declared  to  be  exempted  and 
discharged  from  the  tax  to  which  he  or  she  become  subject  by  the 
act  herein  before  mentioned  — That  such  certificate  shall  and  may  be 
delivered  by  such  appellant  to  the  collector  in  discharge  of  the  tax 
imposed  in  and  by  the  said  act,  and  such  collector,  shall  receive  and  pay 
the  same  into  the  treasury,  in  lieu  of  the  tax  imposed  as  aforesaid  on 
such  appellant. 
If  tax  has       And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  it  shall  appear 
umeto'be  ^P^^  ^uch  inquiry  as  aforesaid,  that  the  sum  or  sums  of  money  at  which 
refunded,  such  appellant  was  taxed  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act,  hath  been  paid 
to  the  collector,  the  said  justices  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  certify  the 
same,  and  the  sum  so  paid,  in  the  certificate  so  to  be  made  out  as  aibre- 
said,  and  on  the  application  of  the  said  appellant  to  the  county  treasury, 
into  which  the  money  shall  have  been  paid,  the  treasurer  shall  receive 
and  file  the  said  certificate  and  repay  the  sum  so  mentioned  in  the  same 
to  the  appellant,  out  of  any  monies  which  may  be  in  his  hands  at  the 
time  such  application  shall  be  made  without  any  deduction  whatsoever. 


CHAP.  29. 

AN  ACT  to  explain  the  act  entitled  "An  act  more  effectually  to 
collect  the  deficiencies  in  assessments  of  wheat  and  to  lay  an 
embargo  on  the  exportation  of  flour  meal  and  wheat  out.  of 
this  State/' 

Passed  the  15th  of  March,  17S1. 

Preamble.  WHEREAS  doubts  have  arisen  on  the  said  act  whether  any  person  is 
authorized  to  grant  a  licence  for  the  exportation  of  flour  meal  or  wheat 
on  any  occasion  whatsoever:  for  the  removal  whereof. 
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Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Governor 
Senate  and  Assembly ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  ifcense  ex- 
That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  person  administring  the  government  of  JJ? ^^J?'* 
this  State  for  the  time  being,  by  writing  under  his  hand  to  licence  the  etc. 
exportation  of  flour  meal  or  wheat  out  of  this  State  for  such  public 
uses  and  purposes  as  he  shall  deem  expedient  and  under  such  limita- 
tions, restrictions  and  regulations  as  he  shall  think  proper,  and  that  each 
and  every  person  who  shall  export  any  flour  meal  or  wheat  under  and 
pursuant  to  such  licence  shall  be  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  exempted 
from  any  pains  or  penalties  for  exporting  flour  meal  or  wheat  contrary 
to  the  said  embargo  and  all  flour  meal  and  wheat  attempted  to  be 
exported  under  and  pursuant  to  such  licence  before  the  said  embargo  is 
by  the  said  act  to  take  effect  is  hereby  declared  to  be  exempted  from 
being  impressed  anything  in  the  said  act  to  the  contrary  hereof  in  any 
wise  notwithstanding. 


CHAP.  30. 

AN  ACT  to  alter  the  place  of  holding  elections  in  the  Mohawk 
district  in  the  county  of  Tryon. 

Passed  the  19th  of  March,  1781. 

Whereas  the  house  assigned  bj*  law  for  holding  the  annual  town  preamble, 
meetings  and  elections  in  the  said  destrict  and  the  other  dwellings  in 
the  neighbourhood  thereof  hath  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  piaoe  of 
Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  ^^°* 
That  the  annual  town  meetings  and  elections  in  the  said  district  shall  in  meetiDgs* 
future  be  held  at  the  church  in  the  said  district,  instead  of  the  place  ®*®' 
heretofore  assigned  by  law  for  the  purpose. 


CHAP.  31. 

AN  ACT  authorizing  the  United  States,  in  congress  assembled,  to 
levy  a  duty  on  foreign  merchandise  imported  into  this  State. 

Passed  the  19th  of  March,  1781. 

Whereas  congress  did  on  the  third  day  of  February  last,  pass  a  cer-  Preamble, 
tain  act,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit 

"  Resolved,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  States,  as  indis-  Resolution 
'*  pensibly  necessary,  that  they  vest  a  power  in  congress  to  levy,  for  the  |J^^ 
"  use  of  the  United  States,  a  duty  of  five  per  cent  ad  valorem,  at  the  time  cited. 
"  and  place  of  importation,  upon  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandises,  of 
"  foreign  growth  and  manufacturers,  which  may  be  imported  into  any 
"  of  the  said  States  from  any  foreign  port,  island  or  plantation,  after  the 
"  first  day  of  May,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty  one,  except  arms, 
**  ammunition,  clothing  and  other  articles  imported  on  account  of  the 
"  United  States,  or  any  of  them;  and  except  wool  cards  and  cotton 
"  cards,  and  wire  for  making  them  and  also  except  salt  during  the  war. — 
"  Also  a  like  duty  of  five  per  cent  on  all  prizes  and  prize  goods'  con- 
**  demned  in  the  court  of  admiralty  of  any  of  these  States  as  lawful 
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"  prize. — That  the  monies  arising  from  the  said  duties  be  appropriated 
"  to  the  discharge  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  debts  already  con- 
"  tracted  or  which  may  be  contracted  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States, 
•*  for  supporting  the  present  war. — That  the  said  duties  be  continued 
**  until  the  said  debts  shall  be  fully  and  finally  discharged." 
Ibid.  And  whereas  congres?  did  on  the  seventh  day  of  February  aforesaid, 

pass  another  act  in  the  words  following  towit.    ^ 

"  Whereas  the  events  of  war  may  prevent  the  legislatures  of  some 
**  of  these  States  from  assembling  in  time  to  consider  the  act  of  congress 
"  of  the  third  instant  and  consent  to  the  vesting  in  congress  the  power 
**  to  levy  the  duties  mentioned  in  the  said  act  so  as  to  enable  congress 
"  to  apply  the  said  duties  for  the  important  purpose  for  which  the  said 
"  duties  are  designed. 

^^And  whereas  there  is  no  reason  to  apprehend  that  such  States  as 
"  may  be  so  circumstanced  will  refuse  to  concur  in  a  measure  calculated 
"  for  the  general  defence  so  soon  as  their  legislatures  shall  be  enabled 
"  to  meet  and  deliberate. 

"  Resolved  that  so  soon  as  all  the  States  whose  legislatures  shall  and 
"  may  assemble  shall  consent  to  the  vesting  in  congress  the  power  of 
^*  levying  the  duties  in  the  act  aforesaid  specified,  congress  will  proceed 
"  to  the  execution  of  the  said  powers  and  the  revenues  arising  from  the 
"  said  duties  shall  be  carried  to  the  general  credit  of  all  the  States 
**  which  shall  consent  or  accede  thereto  in  the  first  session  of  their  re- 
"  spective  legislatures,  which  shall  be  held  after  the  said  act  shall  have 
"reached  the  executive  powers  of  the  States  respectively." — 

In  compliance  therefore  with  the' recommendations  contained  in  the 
said  act  of  congress. — 
Consent  of      Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 
tSit*  ooni*  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
Kress  levv  That  it  shall  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled 
u.'sl^duty  to  levy  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  any  duty  or  duties  not  exceed- 
^°rtod        ^^^  ^  duty  of  five  per  cent  ad  valorem  at  the  time  and  place  of  importa- 
goods.        tion  upon  all  goods  wares  and  merchandize  of  foreign  growth  or  manu- 
facture which  may  be  imported  into  this  State  from  any  foreign  port, 
island  or  plantation,  except  as  in  the  said  act  of  congress  of  the  third 
of  February  is  excepted  and  also  to  levy  a  like  duty  or  duties  on  all  prizes 
and  prke  goods,  to  be  condemned  in  the  court  of  admiralty  of  this 
State  a|5  lawful  prize  and  that  the  said  duties  shall  be  levied  and  col- 
lected in  such  manner  and   form  and  under  such  pains,  penalties  and 
regulations,  and  by  such  offi/:ers  as  congress  shall  from  time  to  time 
make  order  direct  and  appoint. — That  each  and  every  act  of  congress 
made  of  and  concerning  the  said  duties,  or  the  levying  or  collecting 
thereof  shall  be  and  hereby  is  declared  to  be  of  equal  force  and  effect 
as  laws  of  this  State,  so  as  the  said  duties  shall  not  be  continued  longer 
than  until  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  debts  already  contracted  or 
which  may  be  contracted  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States  for  support- 
ing the  present  war  shall  be  fully  and  finally  discharged. 
Act  BUS-         And  provided  farther  that  the  force  and  operation  of  this  ^ct  shall  be 
other^  **^^  and  is  hereby  suspended  until  all  the  States  except  such  wbiose  legisla- 
%?*  *'*^"  tures  are  by  the  events  of  the  war  prevented  from  assembling,  shall  have 
passed  laws  for  vesting  congress  with  similar  powers  and  amthorities,  as 
are  vested  in  them  in  and  by  this  act. 
Governor        And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Tt^at  the  person 
oopios  of     administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  beiTing  shall  cause 
acts  of       copies  of  the  acts  of  congress  of  or  concerning  the  sai'd  duties  or  the 
congress     levying  or  collecting  thereof  under  the  signature  of  tlie  president  of 
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congress  for  the  time  being,  to  be  filed  in  the  secretary's  office  of  this  to  be  filed 
State  and  the  secretary  of  this  State  shall  forthwith  thereafter  record  printed, 
the  said  acts  and  cause  them  to  be  printed  in  like  manner  with  the  laws 
of  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^   That  whenever  when 
the  person   administering  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  gjj^  ^^^ 
being  shall  receive  official  information  from  congress  that  all  the  States  ooosent  to 
except  as  above  excepted  shall  have  passed  laws  for  vesting  congress  duSes*^ 
with  similar  powers  and  authorities  as  are  vested  in  them  in  and  by  this  ^J^™^'" 
act  he  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  published  by  this  proclamation  to  be  prociama- 
issued  for  the  purpose;  and  this  act  shall  and  is  hereby  declared  to  take  ^'^^^' 
effect   and  be  in  force  from  and  immediately  after  the  date  of  such 
proclamation  and  not  before,  anything  herein  contained  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 


CHAP.  32. 

AN  ACT  for  raising  two  regiments  for  the  defence  of  this  State 
on  bounties  of  unappropriated  lands. 

Passed  the  20th  of  March,  1781. 

Whereas  the  exposed  situation  of  the  extensive  frontiers  of  this  State  Preamble, 
renders  it  necessary  that  measures  should  be  adopted  for  their  protec- 
tion 

I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  repre-  Two  reirt- 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enaxted  by  the  authority  of  ^® j£aed 
the  same.  That  two  regiments,  upon  the  present  Continental  establish- 
ment, as  to  the  number  of  officers  and  men  composing  such  regiments, 

be  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  whenever  the  congress  of  the 
United  States  shall  give  assurances  that  the  regiments  aforesaid  shall 
be  armed,  accoutered,  clothed,  subsisted  and  paidj  at  the  expence  of  the 
United  States;  and  that  the  troops  shall  continue  in  service  for  three 
years  from  their  respective  inlistment,  unless  sooner  discharged. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it  shall  Offlceis  lor 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  person  administring  the  government  2^*Snd 
for  the  time  being,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council  oommis- 
of  appointment,  to  appointment  the  officers  to  such  regiments;  and  as  ***'*  *^  ' 
often  as  vacancies  shall  happen  to  appoint  others.     That  a  lieutenant 
colonel  and  a  major  shall  not  be  commissionated  until  a  number  of  men 

equal  to  two  thirds  of  the  regiment  shall  be  mustered. — That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  person  administering  the  government  of  this  State  for  the 
time  being  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council  of  ap- 
pointment to  appoint  the  commission  officers  to  such  regiments  and  by 
and  with  such  advice  and  consent,  to  issue  warrants  in  the  first  instance, 
to  such  and  to  many  persons  as  captains  and  subalterns,  as  he  shall  deem 
proper  and  necessary  —  speedily  to  inlist  the  men  for  the  service  afore- 
said, and  under  such  regulations  and  restrictions  as  he  shall  judge 
proper.  Provided  always,  that  the  number  of  officers  so  by  him  Proviso  as 
warranted  as  aforesaid  shall  not  exceed  in  number  the  Continental  ^  °"niher. 
establishment. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  autJiority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  be  Warrant 
lawful  for  the  person  administering  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  ®®*^"* 
time  being,  to  employ  and  authorize  such  and  so  many  warrant  officers 
and  others  as  he  shall  deem  proper  and  necessary  to  muster  and  receive 
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persons  to  be  inlisted  by  virtue  of  this  act  and  to  give  to  such  persons 
certificates  of  their  inlistments  thereby  to  be  entitled  to  the  bounty  of 
land  intended  to  be  given  by  this  act. — That  if  a  sufficient  number  of 
men  to  compose  a  regiment  as  aforesaid  shall  not  be  raised  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  August  next,  the  person  administering  the  goverment 
shall  be  authorized  to  arrange  and  form  the  men  then  raised  into  an 
independent  corps,  in  such  manner*  as  the  person  administering  the 
government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  shall  deem  proper  and  that 
if  after  one  regiment  is  compleated  there  shall  be  a  number  of  men 
enlisted  beyond  the  complement  of  one  regiment  and  not  sufficient  to 
complete  another  regiment  they  shall  be  arranged  disposed  of  and  formed 
into  an  indiependent  corps,  in  the  manner  before  prescribed. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enattedby  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  faith 
of  the  State  be  and  is  hereby  pledged  to  the  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  composing  such  regiments  or  corps,  that  the  legis- 
lature of  this  State  will  grant  unto  such  officers  who  shall  be  commis- 
sionated  and  to  such  non-commissoined  officers  and  privates  as  shall  inlist 
in  the  said  regiments, and  who  shall  continue  to  serve  during  the  time  afore- 
said, or  until  the  time  they  shall  respectively  be  dismissed  or  discharged,  if 
such  dismission  or  discharge  shall  take  place  before  the  end  of  said  three 
years,  or  to  the  legal  representatives  of  such  officers,  non-commissioned 
officer  and  privates,  as  shall  die  while  in  service,  the  following  several 
quantities  of  unappropriated  lands,  respectively,  to  wit.     To  a  lieutenant 
colonel  and  major,  each  four  rights;  a  captain  and  surgeon  each  three 
rights;  a  lieutenant,  ensign  and  surgeons  mate,  each  two  rights,  and 
each  non-commissioned  ofiicer  and  private,  one  right,  and  that  each 
right  shall  consist  of  five  hundred  acres  —  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
any  person  entitled  to  any  quantity  of  lands  by  virtue  of  this  act,  to 
locate  the  lands  which  such  person  shall  elect  to  be  granted  to  him,  and 
that  the  legislature  will  as  soon  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  time  of 
Sfervice,  as  a  survey  of  the  said  lands  can  be  with  safety  performed, 
grant  to  such  person  without  fee  or  reward,  or  quit-rent  reserved,  the 
quantity  of  lands  to  which  he  may  be  entitled  out  of  the  lands  so 
located.     That  whenever  any  number  of  persons  entitled  collectively 
to  sixty  one  rights,  shall  join  in  a  location,  the  lands  so  located  shall  be 
laid  out  in  a  township  of  seven  miles  square,  and  granted  to  the  said 
persons  according  to  their  respective  rights  therein,  and  that  in  each 
such  township  the  remaining  right  shall  be  reserved  for  the  support  of 
the   gospel,   and   the   remaining   three   hundred  and  sixty  acres  shall 
be  reserved  for  the  use  of  a  school  in  such  township      That  wherever 
any  of  the  lands  to  be  granted  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  be  located 
in  quantities  less  than  a  township  of  seven  miles  square,  the  person  or 
persons  locating  such  lands  shall  defray  the  expence   of   the  survey 
thereof,  but  if  a  township  shall  be  located,  the  State  shall  be  at  the 
expence  of  running  the  out-lines  of  such  township.     Provided  that  no 
locations  shall  be  made  on  lands  heretofore  granted,  or  on  lands  belong- 
ing to  the  Oneida  and  Tuscarora  Indians,  and  provided  that  the  lands 
to  be  granted  by  each  grant  shall  be  laid  out  as  nearly  in  a  square,  as 
the  next  adjacent  appropriated  lands  will  admit  of. —  That  whenever 
any  location  shall  be  made  by  any  person  belonging  to  the  said  regiment 
or  corps,  a  description  of  the  lands  so  located,  and  the  person's  name 
by  whom  and  in  whose  right  such  location  is  made,  shall  be  filed  with 
the  surveyor  general  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  and  the  person 
administering  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council  of  appointment  is  hereby 
authorized  and  required  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the  passing  of  this  act 
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to  appoint  a  surveyor  general  for  this  State,  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  the 
said  surveyor  general  that  the  lands  so  located  are  described  with  suffi- 
cient certainty,  that  the  same  have  not  heretofore  been  granted,  and  do 
not  belong  to  the  Oneida  and  Tuscarora  Indians  the  surveyor  general 
shall  approve  such  location,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  filed  in  the  secre- 
tary's office  of  this  State,  and  the  person  making  such  location  shall 
immediately  after  the  expiration  of  his  time  of  service,  be  entitled  to  a 
grant  of  the  lands  so  located. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  Subject  to 
regiments  or  corps  to  be  raised  in  pursuance  of  this  act  shall  be  sub-  SJtfoies  of 
ject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  established  for  the  regulation  of  ^'^w- 

the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  be  under  the  command  of  thecom- 
mander  in  chief  of  their  army."  Provided  always  that  none  of  the  said 
regiments,  or  any  part  or  detachment  thereof,  shall  serve  out  of  this 
State,  without  the  order  or  consent  of  the  person  administering  the  gov- 
ernment of  this  State  for  the  time  being. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  any  per-  Masters 
son  who  shall  deliver  one  or  more  of  his  or  her  able  bodied  male  slaves  ffver^abie 
to  any  warrant  officer  as  aforesaid,  to  serve  in  either  of  the  said  regi-  ^****j^ 
ments  or  indipendent  corps  and  produce  a  certificate  thereof  signed  by  gerre,  etc. 
any  officer  or  person  authorized  to  muster  and  receive  the  men  to  be 

raised  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  produce  such  certificate  to  the  surveyor 
general  shall  for  every  male  slave  so  entered  or  mustered  as  aforesaid, 
be  entitled  to  the  location  and  grant  of  one  right  in  manner  as  in  and 
by  this  act  is  directed  and  shall  be  and  hereby  is  discharged  from  any 
future  maintenance  of  such  slave  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing. And  such  slave,  so  entered  as  aforesaid  who  shall  serve  for  the;  slave  to  be 
term  of  three  years  or  until  regularly  discharged  shall  immediately  SScharge 
after  such  service  or  discharge  be  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  free- 
man of  .this  State.  And  to  encourage  as  far  possible  the  speedy  com- 
pleting of  the  said  regiments. 

VII.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  every  person  Persons 
who  shall  engage  an  able  bodied  man  to  enter  into  either  of  the  said  JShStfSIt^ 
two  regiments  to  serve  for'  the  term  of  three  years  shall  and  may  take  a  J?  »erv« 

tbree  veArs 

transfer  of  the  right  of  such  man's  right  to  the  bounty  of  lands  intended  may  lo- 
to  be  given  by  this  act  and  on  producing  to  the  surveyor  general  a  cer-  SSfer^Ws 
tificate  signed  by  any  officer  or  person  authorized  to  muster  and  receive  act. 
the  men  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  and  may  locate  and  be 
entitled  to  receive  a  grant  for  the  same,  as  if  such  person  had  actually 
entered,  and  served  in  either  of  the  said  regiments  for  the  term  afore- 
said     Provided  always  that  the  person  receiving  such  grant  shall,  either 
by  himself  or  some  other  person  on  his  behalf,  make  an  actual  settle- 
ment on,  and  improve  such  lands  within  three  years  next  after  the  con- 
clusion of  the  war,  or  that  the  same  shall  be  deemed  forfeited   and 
revert  to  the  use  of  this  State. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  Landstobe 
lands  hereby  directed  to  be  granted  to  the  said  officers,  non-commis-  bouDty° 
sioned  officers  and  privates,  shall  be  deemed  and  construed  to  be*  in  lieu 

of  all  and  every  bounty,  allowance  of  half  pay  or  emolument  whatso- 
ever, on  the  part  of  this  State.  That  the  levies  to  be  raised  in  pursu- 
ance of  this  act,  shall  be  mustered  by  such  person,  and  in  such  manner 
as  congress  or  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  of  the  United  States 
shall  direct. 
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AN  ACT  to  enable  the  person  administring  the  government  to 
exchange  persons  applying  for  that  purpose,  as  prisoners  of 
war,  for  the  subjects  of  this  State,  prisoners  of  war  with  the 
enemy. 

Passed  the  20th  of  March,  1781. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  samCy 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  person  administring  the  govern- 
ment for  the  time  being,  as  often  as  he  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  ex- 
change any  inhabitant  of  this  State,  whom  he  shall  judge  a  proper 
object  for  such  exchange  and  upon  the  application  of  such  inhabitant, 
as  a  prisoner  of  war,  for  any  person  or  persons  subjects  of  this  State, 
prisoners  of  war  with  the  enemy  in  like  manner  as  if  such  inhabitant 
applying  for  such  exchange  was  a  subject  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
and  had  been  made  a  prisoner  when  in  arms  against  this  State,  that 
every  such  application  shall  be  made  in  writing,  and  if  the  person  ad- 
ministring the  government  shall  consent  thereto  and  approve  thereof, 
he  shall  certify  such  consent  and  approbation  by  an  endorsement  on  the 
writing  containing  such  application  and  shall  cause  the  said  application 
and  certificate  to  be  filed  in  the  secretary's  office  of  this  State,  there  to 
be  recorded,  and  the  said  inhabitant  so  applying,  shall  from  and  im- 
mediately after  the  date  of  such  certicate  be  and  is  hereby  declared  to 
be  and  shall  be  deemed  and  treated  as  a  prisoner  of  war  to  this  State. 
And  a  subject  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  all  and  singular  the 
real  estate,  held  or  claimed  within  this  State,  by  such  person  on  the  day 
of  the  date  of  the  said  certificate  shall  be  and  herebv  is  declared  to  be 
forfeited  to  and  vested  in  the  people  of  this  State. 


CHAP.  34. 


AN  ACT  to  continue  and  amend  the  acts  therein  mentioned, 
relative  to  public  highways  and  private  roads  in  the  counties  of 
Ulster  Orange  Dutchess  Charlotte  Westchester  Albany  and 
Tryon. 

Passed  ihe  20th  of  March,  1781. 

Acts  con-        Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 

force *tii?    Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same\ 

date  That  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  further  to  amend  an  act  for  the  better 

°*°^    *      laying  out  regulating  and  keeping  in  repair  all  common  and  public 

highways  and  private  roads  in  the  counties  of  Ulster  Orange  Dutchess 

Charlotte  and  Westchester  "  passed  the  eleventh  of  March  one  thousand 

seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine  and  for  extending  the  same  to   the 

counties  of  Albany  and  Tryon,"  passed  the  thirteenth  of  March,   one 

thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  shall  be  and  are  hereby  continued 

until  the  first  day  of  April  which  will  be  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 

hundred  and  eighty  four,  as  the  same  are  altered  in  manner  herein  after 

namSTre-  mentioned.     That  the  twenty  third  section  of  the  said  act  passed  the 

pealed  and  eleventh  day  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine, 

aftered.      shall  be  and  is  hereby  repealed  and  such  parts  of  the  said  acts  as  specify 


Chap.  35.J  FOURTH  SESSION.  353 

the  amount  of  fines  forfeitures  and  commutation  money  shall  be  and 
hereby  are  altered  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say.   That  the  penalty  Penalty, 
for  obstructing  or  encroaching  on  highways  shall  be  five  pounds.     That 
the  penalty  for  neglect  of  duty  required  by  the  seventh  clause  of  the 
said  recited  act,  passed  the  eleventh  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy  nine  shall  be  eight  shallings     That  the  fine  in  the 
tenth  section  of  the  said  last  mentioned  act   shall  be  eight  shillings. 
That  the  forfeiture  in  the  sixteenth  section  of  the  said  act  shall  be 
forty  shillings.     That  the  forfeiture  in  the  seventeenth  section  thereof 
shall  be  one  shilling.     That  the  sum  for  which  a  person  may  commute  Oommiita- 
for  personal  service  as  required  by  the  eighteenth  section  shall  be  six  penonai 
shillings  per  day     That  the  penalty  on  neglect  or  refusal  of  an  overseer  wrvioe. 
to  do  his  duty  shall  be  five  pounds;  and  that  the  sum  to  be  raised  by  SjnaiS^^' 
the  supervisors  by  virtue  of  the  twenty  fourty  section  of  the  said  act,  pr  refusal 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds:  all  which  fines  and  ofi^ai**"" 
forfeitures  shall  be  deemed  to  be  of  lawful  money  of  this  State,  ^"*y- 


CHAP.  35. 

AN  ACT  to  accommodate  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontiers  with 
habitations  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  22nd  of  March,  1781. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorky  represented  Goyernor 
in  Senate  and  Assembly  ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  ucenw^per- 
That  it  shall  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  person  administring  the  govern-  ™>t 
ment  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  or  such  person  or  persons  as  he  {K>8eeu  un- 
shall  authorize  for  the  purpose.  In  their  discretion  and  by  licence  under  J^SIS*^. 
their  hands  respectively  upon  an  application  on  behalf  of  any  number 
of  families  not  less  than  three  to  permit  the  said  several  families  on 
whose  behalf  such  application  shall  be  made  to  possess  and  occupy  to 
and  for  their  use  such  unoccupied  houses  farms  lands  or  tenements 
lying  on  the  frontiers  of  this  State  as  the  person  or  persons  granting 
such  licence  shall  appoint  and  deem  most  convenient  for  the  purpose  of 
accommodating  the  families  on  whose  behalf  such  application  shall  be 
made,  and  that  the  said  several  families  shall  by  virtue  of  such  licence 
be  authorized  to  take  possession  of,  occupy  and  improve  such  houses 
farms,  lands  or  tenments  as  shall  be  specified  in  the  said  licence, 
and  that  it  shall  in  like  manner  be  lawful  for  the  person  administring 
the  government  for  the  time  being,  or  such  other  person  as  shall  grant 
any  such  licence  whenever  they  shall  respectively  deem  the  necessity 
which  induced  the  granting  thereof  to  cease  to  revoke  any  or  every 
such  licence,  and  that  each  and  every  person  in  whose  favor  such 
licence  shall  be  granted  who  shall  not  within  twenty  days  after  such 
revocation  remove  from  the  said  houses,  farms,  lands,  or  tenements 
which  he  or  she  was  so  permited  to  possess,  occupy  and  improve  shall 
be  deemed  as  trespassors  from  the  beginning  and  as  such  shall  be  liable 
to  an  action  at  the  suit  of  the  person  in  whose  possession  such  houses 
or  forms,  lands  or  tenements  where  before  the  granting  such  licence  his 
or  her  heirs  and  assigns,  and  that  each  and  every  person  in  whose  favor 
such  licence  shall  be  granted  who  shall  hold  over  after  the  revocation 
of  such  licence  shall  and  may  be  proceeded  against  upon  the  statutes  of 
forcible  entry  and  detainer,  by  the  person  in  possession  of  such  houses, 
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farms,  lands  or  tenements  immediately  before  the  granting  of  such  licence, 
his  or  heirs  or  assigns,  and  farther  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  per- 
son administring  the  government  to  cause  any  houses  or  other  buildings 
on  the  frontiers  of  this  State  to  be  fortified  and  to  be  taken  and  held 
as  posts  or  fortresses  for  such  time  and  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  deem 
necessary  and  expedient. 
Proviso  as       Provided  always  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to 
shai?  be*°*  prevent  the  person  so  in  possession  before  the  granting  of  the  licence 
Stc"*™*^'  from  possessing,  occupying  and  improving  an  equal  and  proportional 
part  of  such  houses,  farms  lands  or  tenements  with  the  several  families 
in  whose  favor  such  licence  shall  be  granted.     And  provided  also  that 
if  any  person  in  whose  favor  such  licence  shall  be  granted  shall  commit 
any  unnecessary  waste  or  destruction  in  such  houses  farms,  lands  or 
tenements,  they  shall  severally  and  respectively  with  respect  to  such 
waste  be  deemed  as  trespassers  and  as  such  shall  be  subject  to  an  action 
at  the  suit  of  the   person  so  in  possession  as  aforesaid  immediately 
before  the  granting  of  the  licence  his  or  her  heirs  or  assigns. 
Proviso  as       And  wA^reos  certaia  dissL^ected  subjects  who  reside  on  the  frontiers 
who^Sve"  of  this  State,  privately  maintain,  comfort  and  aid  the  enemy  in  their 
ajd  to         incursions  on  the  said  frontiers,  and  the  public  safety  requires  that  they 
*™  *       should  be  compeled  to  remove  from  their  respective  habitations  to  the 
interior  parts  of  the  State. 
Such  pep-        JBe  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall 
sons  may    ^^^  ^^^^  ^^   lawful   to   and  for  the  person  administring  the   govern- 
moved.       ment  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  or  the  brigadier  or  commanding 
officer  of  the  brigade  of  militia  or,  where  the  militia  is  not  formed  into 
a  brigade  a  majority  of  the  field  officers  of  the  regiment  within  which 
such   disafiected  persons  shall   reside  to   cause  all   such  persons  and 
families  as  he  or  they  shall  deem  dangerous  and  disaffected  and  as  now 
are  or  hereafter  shall  be  resident  and  inhabiting  on  the  said  frontiers  to 
be  removed  from  their  respective  habitations  to  the  interior  parts  of  this 
State. 
Proviso  And  whereas  it  may  be  necessary  to  remove  or  destroy  the  stock, 

necessity  grain  or  forage  in  many  parts  of  the'  frontiers  in  order  to  prevent  the 
Jor  remov-  same  from  falling  into  the  hands  of,  or  from  being  applied  tothe  comfort 
etc.*  ^  '   and  subsistence  of  the  enemy. — 

Governor        Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That    it 

ISme^^re-*'  shall  be  lawful  for  the  person  administring  the  government  for  the  time 

dMtroyed  ^^^"&  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ti"^^  i^  ^is  discretion  to  order  and  direct  all  or  any 

'  part  of  the  stock  grain  or  forage  at  any  place  or  places  on  the  frontiers 

to  be  removed  to  such  other  places  as  he  shall  direct  and  in  case  such 

stock  grain  or  forage  cannot  conveniently  be  removed,  or  if  the  person 

possessing  the  same  shall  refuse  to  remove  such  stock  grain  or  forage 

then  to  order  and  direct  the  same  to  be  destroyed. 

Corarais-        Be  tt  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,   That  it  shall   be 

may  notify  lawful  for  the  commissioners  for  defeating  and  detecting  conspiracies 

wives  of     and  each  of  them,  or  such  other  person  or  persons  as  shall  be  authorized 

named\o    for  che  purpose  by   the  person  administring   the  government,   for   to 

mS^wSi      notify  the  wives  ot  all  persons  who  have  voluntarily  gone  over  to  and 

goods.etc,  joined  01  shall  hereafter  voluntarily  go  over  to  and  join  the  enemy  to 

money  t<f  depart  this  8tate  in  like  manner  as  the  justices  of  the  peace  and  super- 

?Sicm3  ^'  visors  in  the  respective  wards  towns  manors  distncts  or  precincts  are 

authorized  in  and  by  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  foi  the  removal  of    the 

families  of  persons  who  may  have  joined  the  enemy."     And  further, 

thai  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  commissioners  and  each  of  them  and 

each  of  the  said  several  other  persons  so  to  be  authorized  as  aforesaid,  to 
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take  and  sell  all  the  goods  and  chatties  in  the  possession  of  the  wives  of 
persons  who  have  voluntarily  gone  over  to  and  joined  or  shall  hereafter 
voluntarily  go  over  to  and  join  the  enemy  and   to  apply  the  monies 
arising  therefrom  to  defraying  the  expense  of  removing  such  wives  and 
such  of  their  respective  children  as  are  not  above  twelve  years  of  age, 
within  the  lines   of  the  enemy. — And  that  the  said  commissioners  and  To  account 
other  persons  who  shall  take  and  sell  any  such  goods  and  chatties  as  auure^f ' 
aforesaid  shall  account  for  the  expenditure  of  the  said  monies  with  the  "?/^?®y^^, 
auditor  general  of  this  State.  tor-generai. 


CHAP.  36. 

AN  ACT  for  the  better  securing  the  independence  of  this  State, 
and  to  that  end  requiring  all  public  officers  and  electors  within 
this  State,  to  take  the  test  oath  therein  contained. 

Passed  the  26th  of  March,  1781. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented  in  official 
Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  taken  !^  ^ 
That  each  and  every  person  who  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  be  elected 
or  appointed  to  any  public  place  or  office,  shall  instead  of  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance  prescribed  by  the  act  entitled  "An  act  requiring  all 
'*  persons  holding  offices  or  places  under  the  government  of  this  State, 
"to  take  the  oaths  therein  prescribed  and  directed,"  passed  the  fifth 
day  of  March  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  take  and  subscribe 
the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit, 

"  I  do  hereby  solemnly  without  any  mental  reservation  or  equivo-  Form  of. 

"  cation  whatsoever,  swear  and  declare,  and  call  God  to  witness  (or  if  the 
"  people  called  Quakers,  affirm)  that  I  renounce  and  abjure  all  allegiance 
"  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain ;  and  that  I  will  bear  true  faith  and  alleg- 
"  iance  to  the  State  of  New  York  as  a  free  and  independent  State  and 
"  that  I  will  in  all  things  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  ability  do 
"  my  duty  as  a  good  and  faithful  subject  of  the  said  State  ought  to  do, 
"  so  help  me  God." 

That  the  said  oath  or  affirmation  required  by  this  act  shall  be  taken  How 
and  subscribed  before  the  several  persons,  and  in  like  manner  as  the  **^®'*- 
oath  of  allegiance  prescribed  in  and  by  the  said  act,  is  Tequired  to  be 
taken  and  subscribed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  at  every  Presiding 
election  hereafter  to  be  held  within  this  State  for  governor,  lieutenant  election  to 
governor,  senators  and  members  of  assembly,  or  for  aldermen,  assistants,  ***{?'J^"*®'' 
supervisors,  assessors,  collectors,  or  other   city   or   town    officers  the  electors 
person  or   persons   authorized  by  law  or  custom  to  preside  at   such  °J2f ^' 
election,   shall  tender  and  administer   the  oath    or   affirmation  afore- 
said,  to  each  elector  presenting   himself   to  vote  at  such  election,  if 
the    person  or  persons  presiding  at   such   election  shall  have  reason 
to  suspect  that  such  elector  hath  not   taken   an   active  and  decisive 
part    in  favor  of  the   United  States   in  the  present  war,  against   the 
king  of  Great  Britain  and  his  adherents;  or  if  such  elector  shall  be 
challenged  by  any  other  elector  who  shall  have  taken  the  said  oath 
or   affirmation,   as  not   having  taken  an  active  and   decisive   part  in 
the  present  war  as  aforesaid;  and  if  the  elector  so  suspected  or  chal- 
lenged, shall  refuse  to  take  the  said  oath  or  affirmation,  when  so  tendered 


356 


LAWS  OF  NEW  YORK. 


LChap.  37. 


to  him  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  not  be  permitted  to  vote  at  such  election — 
That  if  at  any  such  election  the  person  or  persons  presiding  shall  receive 
the  vote'  or  ballot  of  any  elector  so  challenged  as  aforesaid,  and  who 
upon  being  tendered  the  said  oath  or  affirmation  shall  refuse  to  take 
the  same,  the  said  person  or  persons  so  presiding  shall  for  each  ofifence 
forfeit  the  sum  of  five  pounds,  to  any  person  who  will  sue  for  the  same, 
and  to  be  recovered  with  costs  — That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  person 
or  persons  presiding  at  any  such  election,  and  he  or  they  are  hereby 
required  to  administer  the  said  oath  or  affirmation  to  any  elector  who 
shall  voluntarily  offer  to  take  the  same. 


CHAP.  37. 


Preamble. 


Tax  to  be 
levied  to 
build  Jail. 


pfBoen 
named  to 
select  loca- 
tioa.  etc. 


Moneys 
collected 
to  be 
paid  to 
tnisteee. 


Trustees 
to  expend 
roonev  in 
building 
Jail. 


AN  ACT  to  raise  monies  for  building  a  goal  in  the  county  of 
Ulster  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  26th  of  March,  1781. 

Whereas  the  gaol  in  the  county  of  Ulster  was  destroyed  by  the 
enemy. 

Be  it  *  *  *  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^^ 
That  the  supervisors  of  the  several  towns  manors  districts  and  precincts 
in  the  said  county  for  the  time  being  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
and  required,  to  direct  to  be  raised  and  levied  on  the  freeholders  and 
inhabitants  of  the  said  county  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  hundred 
pounds,  for  building  a  gaol  in  the  said  county,  with  the  additional  sum 
of  nine  pence  in  the  pound  for  collecting  the  same;  which  said  sum 
shall  be  raised,  levied  and  collected  in  like  manner  with  the  other  nec- 
essary and  contingent  charges  of  the  county. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  super- 
visors together  with  the  justices  of  the  said  county  of  Ulster  shall  meet 
at  Kingston  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  May  next;  and  such  supervisors 
and  justicer,  or  a  majority  of  them,  then  and  there  present,  are  hereby 
impowered  and  required  to  fix  on  the  most  convenient  place  in  the  said 
county  where  the  gaol  shall  be  erected,  and  to  determine  the  dimensions, 
and  of  what  materials  the  same  shall  be  built;  and  the  said  supervisors 
and  justices  so  being  met,  or  a  majority  of  them  as  aforesaid,  are  hereby 
impowered  and  required  to  appoint  three  persons  as  trustees  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  the  money  so  raised,*  and  to  superintend  the  build- 
ing of  the  said  gaol. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That,  the  monies 
so  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act  within  the  said  county  shall  be  paid 
by  the  several  and  respective  collectors  of  the  several  towns  manors 
districts  and  precincts  unto  such  trustees  as  aforesaid;  and  such  trus- 
tees or  any  two  of  them  shall  and  may  from  time  to  time  inspect 
examine  audit  and  pay  the  several  and  respective  accounts  for  labor 
and  materials  done  and  provided  in  building  and  erecting  the  said  gaol, 
And  that  such  trustees  shall  render  a  just  and  true  account  upon  oath 
unto  the  supervisors  for  the  said  county,  when  by  them  thereunto 
required. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  such  trus- 
tees or  any  two  of  them,  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  impowered  to  make 
use  of  such  and  so  many  of  the  materials  remaining  of  the  old  gaol  as 
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can  be  applied  to  the  building  and  finishing  the  gaol  to  be  built  in  pur- 
suance of  this  act 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  clerk  Clerk  of 
of  the  supervisors  of  the  said  county  of  Ulster,  shall  and  is  hereby  re-  JJ^J^'to 
quired  to  give  notice  of  the  said  meeting  of  the  supervisors  and  justices  ^ve  notice 
by  advertising  the  same  in  one  or  more  public  places  in  each  town  ^  ™®«^*°« 
manor  district  and  precinct  in  the  said  county,  at  least  ten  days  previous 
to  the  said  meeting. 

And  whereas  the  gaol  in  the  county  of  West  Chester  hath  also  been  Proviso  as 
destroyed  during  the  war;  and  some  place  of  confinement  for  prisoners  ^JjjJJ^es- 
taken  from  the  enemy  is  become  necessary.  ter. 

And  whereas  there  is  a  log  house  in  the  county  of  Dutchess  near  the 
house  of  Samuel  Drake  Esq.,  in  the  said  county  of  West  Chester,  and 
near  the  division  line  between  the  counties  of  Dutchess  and  West  Chester, 
which  hath  heretofore  been  used  as  a  guard-house  and  with  some  repairs 
would  serve  for  the  purpose  of  securing  prisoners. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  supervisors  Super- 
of  the  said  county  of  Westchester  shall  and  they  are  hereby  required  2??toxfor 
to  direct  to  be  raised  and  levied  upon  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  makiDg  re- 
of  the  said  county  a  sum  not  exceeding  sixty  pounds,  for  and  towards  fo^^ouge 
repairing  and  making  secure  the  said  log  house,  with  the  additional  sum  used  at 
of  nine  pence  in  the  pound  for  collecting  the  same,  which  said  sum  of 
sixty  pounds  shall  be  raised  and  collected  in  like  manner  as  the  other 
necessary  and  contingent  charges  of  the  said  county.    And  that  the  said 
supervisors  shall  meet  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  April  next,  at  the  house 
of  Jesse  Brush,  of  the  manor  of  Cortlandt  in  the  said  county,  inholder,  for 
the  purpose  of  apportioning  the  said  sum  of  sixty  pounds,  to  and  among 
the  several  towns  manors  precincts  and  districts  in  the  said  county. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  said  Superin- 
supervisors  shall  appoint  a  person  to  superintend  the  repairing  and  ^^^^xlo 
making  secure  the  said  log  house,  into  whose  hands  the  several  collectors  be  ap- 
are  hereby  required  to  pay  the  monies  they  shall  respectively  receive  in  p®'°^^- 
pursuance  of  this  act:     And  that  the  said  person  so  to  be  appointed  as 
aforesaid,  shall  account  to  the  supervisors  of  the  said  county,  for  the 
monies  by  him  received  and  expended;  and  shall  be  allowed  by  the  said 
supervisors  a  reasonable  reward  for  his  services. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy  That  the  said  log  To  serve  is 
house  when  repaired  and  made  fit  for  the  reception  of  prisoners,  shall  be  Eoiue  for 
apphed  to  the  purpose  of  a  guard  house  for  the  confinement  of  prisoners  prisoners 
of  war  captured  by  the  subjects  of  or  troops  in  the  service  of  this  State. 

And  whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Schenectady,  in  the  county  Proviso  as 
of  Albany,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the   in-  iSsSiSoo- 
habitants  of  Schenectady  to  erect  a  fortress  therein,"  have  made  some  ^^^  ^ 
progress  in  the  erection  of  works  for  the  security  of  the  said  town  and  ^^^ 
it  is  requisite  that  money  should  be  raised  for  compleating  the  said  works. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  it  shall  and  Tax  to 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  surpervisor  and  assessors  of  the  district  of  2SSe.^*^ 
Schenectady  to  direct  to  be  raised  and  levied  of  and  from  the  inhabi- 
tants residing  within  the  said  district  of  Schenectady,  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  with  nine  pence  in  the  pound  for  collecting 
the  same,  in  like  manner  as  the  quota  of  the  said  district,  of  the  contin- 
gent expences  of  the  county  is  assessed  and  levied,  and  which  sum 
when  levied  shall  be  paid  by  the  collector  into  the  hands  of  the  field 
ofiicers  and  justices  of  the  peace  residing  within  half  a  mile  of  the 
Dutch  church  m  the  said  town  of  Schenectady,  to  be  by  them  expended 
in  compleating  the  said  works. 
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CHAP.  38. 

A  SUPPLEMENTARY  ACT  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  certain  distressed  families  therein  mentioned/* 

Passed  the  26th  of  March.  1781. 

Court  of         Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 
tfon*t?fur-  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same 
Diflh  »uh-    That  the  commissioners  of  sequestration  in  the  county  of  Tryon  be  and 
jwrioDs      they  are  hereby  required  out  of , any  monies  which  now  are  or  hereafter 
named.       j^^y  come  into  their  hands  in  the  execution  of  their  office  to  procure 
for  and  furnish  to  the  following  persons  viz.    Catharine  Snell,  Gertrude 
Garter,  Anna  Lower,  the  wife  of  Charles  Kern  and  her  mother,  John 
Joost  Foltz  and  his  wife,  Margaret  Weaver,  Mary  Franck,  Eve  Franck, 
the  wife  of  Jacob  Perkey,  the  wife  of  Peter  Perkey,  the  wife  of  Peter  Gar- 
dinier,  the  wife  of  Baltus  Priedenbieger,  the  wife  of  Johannes  Wolf, 
Catharine  Demood,  Anna  Colsh  and  Anna  Lentz,  and  their  respestive 
children,  the  like  allowance  of  subsistence  as  is  directed  with  respect  to 
Mary  Tenis  and  others  by  the  act  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
distressed  families  therein  mentioned."  That  the  commissioners  of  seques- 
tration in  the  county  of  Westchester  be  and  they  are  hereby  required  out 
of  any  monies  which  now  are  or  hereafter  my  come  into  their  hands  in  the 
execution  of  their  office  fo  procure  and  furnish  the  like  allowance  of 
subsistence  to  the  following  persons,  viz*.    Isaac  Van  Tessel,  David  Van 
Tessel,  Abraham  Van  Tessel,  Jacob  Van  Tessel,  David  Devoue,  John 
Bailey  Stephen  Call  and  Barnet  Le  Mater  and  their  respective  wives 
and  children  and  to  Hannah  Vanoriner  and  her  children;  and  that  the 
accounts  of  the  said  commissioners  be  audited  and  allowed  in  like  man- 
ner as  is  directed  by  the  above  recited  act. 
Act  named      And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  this  act  and 
in  foroe.     the  above  recited  act  and  such  part  or  parts  of  the  act  entitled  "  An 
act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  certain  contingent  expences  of  this 
State,"  passed  the  tenth  of  October  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty,  as  relates  to  certain  distressed  families  therein  mentioned  shaD 
be  and  continue  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  May.  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  two. 


CHAP.  39. 

AN  ACT  to  restrain  hawkers  and  pedlars  within  this  State. 

Passed  the  26ih  of  March,  1781. 

Unlawful        Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 

dse^pro-    Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same 

JeoBJonof   That,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  May  next  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for 

pedlar.'  ^    any  person  or  persons,  to  use  or  exercise  the  profession  or  calling  of  a 

hawker  or  pedlar,  or  to  travel  from  town  to  town  or  from  house  to 

house,  and  carry  either  on  foot  or  with  any  beast  of  burthen  or  with  any 

carriage  and  expose  for  sail  or  barter  any  goods  wares  or  merchandises, 

and  that  every  person  who  shall  offend  against  this  act  shall  for  each 

Penalty,     and  every  offence  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  current  money 

of  this  State;  to  be  recovered  by  any  person  or  person^  who  will  sue  and 
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prosecute  for  the  same  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  within  this  State 
with  costs  of  suit,  the  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  prosecutor  and  the 
other  moiety  thereof  to  the  poor  of  the  town  or  place  wherein  such 
offender  shall  be  discovered.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  Detention 
person  or  persons  whatsoever  to  seize  and  detain  any  such  person  or  and  prose- 
persons  as  aforesaid  who  shall  be  found  offending  contrary  to  the  true  offend^, 
intent  and  meaning  of  this  act  and  him  or  her  to  take  before  one  or 
more  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county  where  the  offence  shall 
be  committed;  which  said  justice  or  justices  are  hereby  authorized  and 
required  on  the  confession  of  the  party  or  due  proof  made  by  one  or 
more  credible  witness  or  witnesses,  on  oath,  of  the  offence  committed, 
and  on  conviction  of  the  offender,  by  warrant  under  his  or  their  hands 
and  seals  to  cause  the  said  fine  of  ten  pounds  to  be  forthwith  levied 
and  collected  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  offender's  goods  wares  and 
merchandise  rendering  the  overplus,  after  deducting  reasonable  charges, 
to  the  owner  or  owners  thereof;  and  for  want  of  goods  and  effects 
whereon  to  levy  the  whole  of  the  said  fine,  to  commit  the  offender  or 
offenders  to  the  common  goal  for  the  space  of  three  months  unless  the 
said  fine  of  ten  pounds  with  costs  be  sooner  paid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  if  any  per-  PereonB 
son  or  persons  shall  be  sued  for  putting  in  execution  any  of  the  powers  J^SJuung 
contained  in  this  act  or  for  doing  any  matter  or  thing  pursuant  thereto  this  a<^ 
such  person  or  persons  shall  and  may  plead  the  general  issue  not  guilty  the^aen- 
aud  give  the  special  matter  in  evidence,  and  if  the  plaintif  or  plaintifs  |JJ{  *""•• 
shall  become  non  suit  or  discontinue  his  or  their  suit,  or  if  a  verdict 
pass  against  him  or  them  the  defendant  shall  recover  treble  costs  for 
which  execution  shall  issue  in  like  manner  as  in  other  cases  where  costs 
are  allowed  to  defendants. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  this  act 
shall  continue  and  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof  until  the  first 
day  of  January  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  three. 


CHAP.  40. 

AN  ACT  for  the  further  direction  of  the  purchasing  agent  of 
this  State  in  the  execution  of  his  office  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  26th  of  March,  1781. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  one  ape- 
Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  samCy  ^if|^J^^P* 
That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  agent,  if  the  commanding  officer  in  Ee  deii  * 
the  department  shall  approve  thereof,  to  deliver  one  species  of  supplies  fieu**©? 
in  lieu  of  another  species,  having  due  regard  to  the  respective  value  of  another 
each  species  agreeable  to  the  prices  established  by  the  act  of  congress  provia  of 
of  the  twenty  fifth  day  of  February  one  thousand    seven  hundred  and  fnf'JJn^'J" 
eighty.     That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  agent  and  his  respective 
assistants,  in  such  cases  as  they  shall  deem  it  advantageous  for  the  pub- 
lic service  to  receive  from  any  person  assessed  to  furnish  one  species  of 
supplies,  another  species,  to  the  amount  in  value   of  the  articles .  so 
assessed.     That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  agent  and  his  respective 
assistants  to  exchange  any  bran  of  the  wheat  to  be  procured  on  the  ac- 
count of  this  State  for  flour  casks  or  to  give  the  same  in  payment  for 
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labor  or  any  other  matter  which  may  be  necessary  for  and  towards 
procuring  supplies.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  agent  to  enter 
into  such  contracts  with  the  quarter  master  general  of  the  army,  or  his 
deputies,  relative  to  the  transportation  of  the  supplies  to  be  furnished  by 
this  State  as  he  shall  deem  reasonable  and  proper,  any  law  to  the  con- 
trary hereof  notwithstanding. 

And  whereas  in  many  instances,  upon  the  incursion  of  the  enemy, 
and  sudden  movements  of  the  forces  ordered  out  to  repel  them  and 
upon  other  occasions,  provisions  and  other  supplies  have  been  taken 
from,  or  furnished  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  since  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  said  agent,  without  the  said  inhabitants  being  able  to  pro- 
cure regular  receipts  and  vouchers  for  the  same. 

Be  it  there/ore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  said  agent  and  his  respective  assistants  to  settle  and 
pay  off  all  accounts  of  provisions  or  other  supplies  taken  from  or  fur- 
nished by  any  inhabitant  of  this  State  since  the  appointment  of  the  said 
agent,  if  the  same  shall  have  been  supplied  to  the  use  of  the  army,  or  of 
the  levies  raised  by  this  State,  or  of  the  militia  of  this  State,  or  of  the 
Indian  allies  of  this  State,  notwithstanding  the  person  applying  for  such 
settlement  and  payment  may  not  produce  the  usual  and  regular  receipt  or 
voucher  for  the  provisions  or  other  supplies  taken  from  or  furnished 
by  such  person,  if  there  shall  in  each  respective  case  appear  to  the  said 
agent  or  either  of  his  assistants  reasonable  proof  that  the  said  pro- 
visions or  other  supplies  were  applied  to  either  of  the  uses  aforesaid; 
and  the  said  provisions  or  other  supplies  shall  be  deemed  as  part  of  the 
quota  of  supplies  required  of  this  State  by  congress. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said 
agent  and  all  and  every  of  his  assistants,  shall  and  may  be  proceeded 
against  tried  convicted  and  punished  for  neglect  or  malpractice  in  the 
execution  of  their  respective  offices,  as  agent,  or  assistant-agent  under 
this  State,  by  and  at  the  discretion  of  a  general  court  martial,  consist- 
ing of  officers  of  the  Continental  army,  or  of  the  militia  of  this  State, 
to  be  convened  by  order  of  the  person  administering  the  government  of 
this  State  for  the  time  being,  or  the  officer  commanding  in  a  department, 
in  like  manner  as  officers  of  the  Continental  army,  may  by  the  rticlesa 
of  war  established  for  the  regulation  of  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
be  proceeded  against,  tried,  convicted  and  punished. 

Provided  always  that  no  sentence  of  a  court  martial  to  be  appointed 
as  aforesaid  shall  be  carried  into  execution,  until  the  same  is  approved 
by  the  person  administering  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time 
being. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  eighth 
and  eleventh  clauses  of  the  act  entitled  '*  An  act  to  procure  supplies  for 
the  use  of  the  army,  to  prevent  a  monopoly  of  cattle  within  this 
State,  and  more  effectually  to  prevent  supplies  of  cattle  to  the  enemy," 
passed  the  twenty  fourth  day  of  June  last,  shall  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  be  and  hereby  are  repealed. 
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CHAP.  41. 

A  SUPPLEMENTARY  ACT  to  the  act  for  extending  to  the 
several  persons  therein  named  the  benefit  of  the  law  for  mak- 
ing compensation  to  the  troops,  for  the  depreciation  of  their 
pay. 

Passed  the  27th  of  March,  17S1. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorky  represented  in  Auditors 
Senate  and  Assembly ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  Site^ao^ 
That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  auditors  appointed  in.  pursuance  of  the  counts  of 
Act  for  liquidating  and   settling  the   accounts  of  the   troops    of   this  nameSf 
State,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  to  liquidate  and  settle  the  ac- 
counts of,  and  grant  certificates  to  Thomas  Machin,  John  Stagg  jun', 
John  Depeyster  Ten  Eyck,  Nicholas  Schuyler,  Joshua  Drake,  Jonathan 
Lawrence  jun',  James  Gilliland  and  Daniel  Niven,  in  like  manner  as  it 
would  have  been  if  the  said  auditors  had  not  been  restricted  by  a  law 
passed  for  that  purpose  at  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  from 
auditing  the  accounts  of  any  officers  or  privates,  other  than  such  as  be- 
long to  the  line  of  the  State,  until  the  further  order  of  the  legislature, 
the  said  law  last  mentioned  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  And  that  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  auditors  to  audit  the  accounts  of,  and  grant 
certificates  to  the  said  James  Gilliland  and  Daniel  Niven  respectively 
in  like  manner  as  if  the  corps  of  engineers,  or  corps  of  sappers  and 
miners,  had  been  included  in  the  act  for  making  compensation  to  the 
troops,  for  the  depreciation  of  their  pay. 


CHAP.  42. 

AN  ACT  further  to  continue  an  act  entitled  an  act  authorizing 
the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  to  grant 
warrants  of  impress. 

Passed  the  27th  of  March,  1781. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York  represented  in  Aofc  named 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  JJforoef ^ 
That  the  act  entitled  An  act  authorizing  the  person  administring  the 
government  of  this  State  to  grant,  warrants  of  impress  shall  be  and  is 
hereby  continued  until  the  first  day  of  January  next. 
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CHAP.  43. 

AN  ACT  to  suspend  certain  parts  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  for 
raising  by  tax  a  sum  equal  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  in  specie"  and  of  an  act  entitled  '*  An  act  approving  of  the 
act  of  congress  of  the  eighteenth  day  of  March  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty  relative  to  the  finances  of  the 
United  States  and  making  provision  for  redeeming  the  propor- 
tion of  this  State  of  the  bills  of  credit  to  be  emitted  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  said  act  of  congress  **  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned. 

Passed  the  27th  of  March,  1781. 

Preamble.      Whereas  it  is  deemed  expedient  to  suspend  certain  parts  of  the  act 
entitled  **  An  act  for  raising  by  tax  a  sum  equal  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  in  specie,"  passed  the  tenth  .of  October,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act 
approving  of  the  act  of  congress  of  the  eighteenth  day  of  March   one 
thousand    seven  hundred   and  eighty  relative  to  the  finances  of  the 
United  States  and  making  provision  for  redeeming  the  proportion  of 
this  State  of  the  bills  of  credit  to  be  emitted  in  pursuance  of  the  said 
act  of  congress,"  passed  the  fifteenth  of  June  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty. 
Parts  of         Be  it  therefore  enacted  by   the  People  of  the  State  of  New   York 
ferred  to     represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority 
suspended,  of  the  same  That  such  parts  of  the  said  first  above  recited  act  as  direct 
the  levying  and  collecting  the  said  tax  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  such  parts  of  the  said  last  above  recited  act  as  direct 
V    the  levying  and  collecting  the  sum  of  two  millions  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  between  the  first  day  of  January  and  the  first  day  of  April 
shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  declared  to  be  suspended  until  thirty 
days  after  the  rising  of  the  legislature  at  their  next  meeting. 
Proviso  as       And  whereas  in  and  by  the  said  act  for  raising  a  sum  equal  to  one 
ascertain*-'^  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  specie,"  a  power  is  granted  to  the 
iM  value    person  administering  the  government  and  any  five  members  of  the  leg- 
duecred-   islature  to  devise  a  mode  or  plan  for  ascertaining  the  value  of  the  sums 
itors.         ^ue  to  the  creditors  of  the  United  States  within  this  State  upon  the 
settlement  of  their  respective  accounts  and  no  power  is  granted  for 
altering  or  amending  or  disannulling  such  mode  or  plan. 
Officers  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall 

iif^  to-     ^^  lawful  for  the  person  administering  the  government  of  this  State  for  the 
annul  plan  time  being  together  with  any  five  members  of  the  legislature  to  alter 
new  oue*f^  amend  or  disannul  any  former  mode  or  plan  which  shall  then  have  been 
devised  and  ofa  new  to  devise  any  mode  or  plan  for  ascertaining  the  value 
of  the  sums  due  to  such  creditors  or  for  ascertaining  the  prices  to  be 
allowed  to  such  creditors  upon  the  settlement  of  their  respective  ac- 
counts in  such  manner  and  form  as  the  person  administering  the  govern- 
ment together  with  any  five  members  of  the  legislature  shaJl  from  time 
to  time  deem  proper  and  expedient  and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  pub- 
lished by  his  proclamation  to  be  issued  for  the  purpose. 
Proviso  as      And  whereas  it  has  appeared  to  the  legislature  that  a  very  great  ma- 
pu^o^      jority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Kingsbury  and  Skeensborough  in  the  county 
inhiSS-^  °'  ^^  Charlotte  have  been  compelled  to  remove  from  their  habitations  or 

tants  their  property  has  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy, 

named. 
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Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  Collection 
levjdng  and  collecting  of  any  taxes  within  the  said  districts  shall  be  and  fended."* 
is  hereby  suspended,  until  the  legislature  shall  make  further  provision 
respecting  the  same  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  Provided 
that  the  inhabitants  within  the  said  districts  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be 
exempted  from  furnishing  men  for  the  Continental  battalions  or  from 
raising  levies  for  the  defence  of  this  State. 


CHAP.  44. 

AN  ACT  to  relieve  certain  persons  in  the  county  of  Charlotte 
from  the  penalty  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  raising  levies 
to  reinforce  the  army  of  the  United  States." 

Passed  the  37th  of  March,  1781. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in  Delinquent 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same  SL^IIuvery 
That  the  delinquent  classes,  of  the  regiment  of  militia  in  the  county  of  «'  wheat 
Charlotte,  whereof  Daniel  McCleary,  Hugh  Moore,  Robert  McCarter,  ??om  pen- 
Benjamin  Cleveland  and  Patrick  Wilson  are  members  shall,  on  their  *^^*®*»  ®'^* 
delivering  respectively  to  the  agent  of  this  State  or  either  of  his  assist- 
ants on  or  before  the  first  day  of  May  next  sixty  bushels  of  wheat,  or 
an  equivalent  in  flour  computing  two  bushels  and  an  half  of  wheat  to  one 
hundred  weight  of  flour,  be  and  they  are  herehy  respectively  exempted 
and  excused  from  the  penalties  of  paying  double  bounty  pursuant  to 
the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  raising  levies  to  reenforce  the  army  of  the 
United  States  "  any  thing  in  the  said  act  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any 
wise  notwithstanding: 

Provided  that  the  members  of  the  said  deliilquent  classes  shall  not  Proviso  as 
be  competent  to  deliver  their  respective  proportions  of  the  said  wheat  or  J^  b?dJ]§v. 
flour  at  any  place  more  than  eight  miles  distant  from  their  places  of  wed. 
abode. 


CHAP.  45. 

AN  ACT  for  procuring  a  quantity  of  wheat  by  an  equal  tax  in 

kind. 

Passed  the  27th  of  March,  1781. 

I-  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in  wheat  v> 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same  {^sSS". 
That  there  shall  be  forthwith  collected  within  the  several  wards,  towns, 
manors,  districts,  and  precincts,  a  quantity  of  wheat  proportionate  to  their 
respective  quotas  of  the  sum  of  two  million  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars  directed  to  be  levied  as  a  tax  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October 
last  by  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  approving  of  the  act  of  congress  of  the 
eighteenth  day  of  March,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty,  relative  to  the 
finances  of  the  United  States  and  making  provision  for  redeeming  the 
proportion  of  this  State  of  the  bills  of  credit  to  be  emitted  in  pursuance 
of  the  said  act  of  congress,"  computing  one  bushel  of  wheat  for  every 
sixty  dollars  of  the  said  tax.     That  the  supervisors  shall  forthwith  after  Tax  list  to 
the  passing  of  this  act  deliver  to  the  State  agent,  or  one  of  his  assistants,  Hvered  to 
a  copy  of  the  tax  list  which  was  made  for  collecting  the  said  tax,  and  state 
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agent  or  that  each  person  named  in  such  tax  list  shall  pay  at  the  rate  of  one 
coUecUon'  bushel  of  wheat  for  every  sixty  dollars  at  which  such  person  was  taxed 
of,  etc.  for  the  gaid  tax.  That  the  said  agent  or  one  of  his  assistants  shall  em- 
ploy such  and  so  many  persons  in  each  ward,  town,  manor,  district,  or 
precinct  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  notify  the  several  persons  taxed 
of  the  quantities  of  wheat  at  which  they  are  respectively  taxed,  and  of 
the  several  persons  in  the  ward  town  manor  district  or  precinct  ap- 
pointed to  receive  the  same.  That  the  said  agent  or  one  of  his  assist- 
ants shall  employ  such  and  so  many  persons  in  each  ward  town  manor 
district  or  precinct  as  he  shall  judge  proper  and  necessary  for  the  pur- 
pose of  receiving  such  wheat.  That  each  person  taxed  and  notified  as 
aforesaid  who  shall  not  within  ten  days  thereafter  deliver  the  quantity 
of  wheat,  at  which  he  or  she  is  hereby  taxed,  to  one  of  the  persons 
appointed  to  receive  the  same  as  aforesaid  within  the  ward,  town,  manor, 
district,  or  precinct,  the  person  so  in  default  shall  forfeit  double  the 
value  of  the  wheat  at  which  he  or  she  is  hereby  taxed,  computing  the 
wheat  at  the  rate  of  twelve  shillings  per  bushel,  to  be  recovered  by  the 
said  agent  or  either  of  his  assistants,  by  suit  in  the  name  of  the  said 
agent,  with  costs,  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  in  a  sum- 
mary way,  and  in  every  such  suit  execution  shall  issue  forthwith  after 
judgment.  That  a  notice  from  any  person  so  to  be  employed  to  notify 
as  aforesaid  to  any  person  of  the  years  of  discretion  belonging  to  the 
respective  families  shall  be  sufficient. 
ProviBo  as  And  whereas  in  many  instances  the  persons  hereby  taxed  may  not  have 
no?havinK  ^^^  quantity  of  wheat  at  which  they  are  hereby  respectively  taxed, 
quantity  of  beyond  what  may  be  necessary  for  the  use  of  their  respective  families 


until  the  ensuing  harvest. 


wheat. 

Appiioa-  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  if 
siu^r^  any  person  shall  deem  himself  or  herself  to  be  taxed  a  greater  quantity 
abatement  ^^  wheat  than  he  or  she  hath  to  spare,  after  retaining  a  reasonable  quan- 
etc.  tity  for  the  use  of  his  or  her  family  until  the  first  day  of  September 

next,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  person,  at  any  time  before  the  expiration 
of  the  time  of  payment  aforesaid,  to  apply  to  the  supervisor  of  the  ward 
town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  for  an  abatement;  and  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  supervisor  upon  such  application  to  examine  either  the  party 
himself  or  herself  or  any  persons  who  may  be  produced  as  witnesses  on 
oath,  and  if  thereupon  it  shall  appear  to  the  supervisor,  that  the  person 
so  applying  is  taxed  a  greater  quantity  of  wheat  than  he  or  she  can  con- 
veniently spare  after  retaining  a  reasonable  quantity  for  the  use  of  his 
or  her  family  as  aforesaid,  to  make  such  abatement  in  the  quantity  of 
•  wheat  at  which  such  person  shall  be  taxed,  as  the  supervisor  shall  judge 
reasonable  and  proper,  and  it  shall  be  lawful  in  such  case  for  the  said 
person  to  pay  money  instead  of  the  wheat  so  abated,  at  the  rate  of  twelve 
shillings  per  bushel,  and  that  each  and  every  person  who  shall  be  taxed 
not  exceeding  one  bushel  of  wheat  may  pay  money  instead  of  wheat 
any  thing  herein  betore  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Proviso  as      And  whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Westchester  and  Char- 
suffering^  lotte,  and  of  the  precincts  of  Haverstraw  and  Orange  Town  in  the 
operations  co^^^ty  of  Orange,  have  lately  suffered  by  the  operations  of  the  war. 
of  war.  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the 

ttwrefn*  said  tax,  to  be  collected  in  pursuance  of  this  act  in  the  said  above  re- 
cited counties  and  precincts,  shall  be  collected  at  the  rate  of  one  bushel 
of  wheat,  or  a  like  equivalent  in  money  as  aforesaid,  for  every  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  five  dollars  of  the  said  tax  intended  to  have  been  paid 
on  or  before  the  said  first  day  of  October  last,  any  thing  herein  con- 
tained to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
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And  whereas  the  buildings  and  grain  of  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Proviso  as 
districts  of   Canajoharie,  Palatine,  Caghnawaga  and    Mohawk,  in  the  Jfon^of™^ 
county  of  Tryon,  and  the  united  districts  of  Schoharie  and  Duanes-  buildings 
borough  and  the  district  of  Ballston,  in  the  county  of  Albany  have  fn  districts 
been  destroyed  by  the  enemy  and  many  persons  have  lately  removed  named, 
from  the  said  districts,  and  from  the  district  of  Saratoga,  in  the  county 
of  Albany,  and  it  is  therefore  requisite  that  special  provision  should  be 
made  for  carrying  this  act  into  effect  within  the  said  several  districts. 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  Supervisor 
supervisor  of  each  of  the  said  respective  districts  in  the  counties  of  |jg/o™p|{!. 
Albany  and  Tryon,  shall  forthwith  after  the  passing  of  this  act  furnish  sods  as- ^^ 
the  said  agent  or  one  of  his  assistants  with  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  ?^|^ 
persons  who  shall  then  be  actually  resident  within  the  district,  and  who  buiidiDgs 
were  assessed  in  the  last  assessment  made  within  the  district  for  a  State-  dSItroyed 
tax,  and  whose  buildings  or  crops  were  not  destroyed  since  the  first  day  S^reons^ 
of  May  last,  togethei*  with  the  sums  at  which  the  said  persons  were  shaii  pay 
taxed,  and  the  several  persons  named  in  such  list  shall  be  and  hereby  of  *wheat 
are  charged  to  pay  a  quantity  of  wheat  or  an  equivalent  in  money  as  required, 
aforesaid  proportionate  to  the  several  sums  at  which  the  said  persons 
were  respectively  taxed,  at  the  rate  of  one  bushel  of  wheat,  or  twelve 
shillings  in  bills  of  the  new  emission,  for  every  seventy  five  dollars  of  the 
sum  at  which  the  said  persons  were  taxed;  and  the  said  persons  shall  be 
notified  of  the  quantity  of  wheat  or  sum  of  money  with  the  payment 
whereof  they  are  hereby  charged,  and  shall  be  compelled  to  deliver  or 
pay  the  same  in  like  manner  and  under  the  same  penalties  as  are  herein 
before  mentioned,  and  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  persons  resi- 
dent in  the  said  several  districts  to  pay  wheat  or  money  as  they  shall 
respecrively  elect 

And  whereas  it  is  intended  that  the  wheat  to  be  procured  in  conse-  Proviso  as 
quence  of  this  act  should  be  considered  as  a  substitute  for  the  quantity  bJingJSb- 
of  five  thousand  eight  hundred  barrels  of  flour  directed  to  be  procured  atiiute  for 
by  assessment,  pursuant  to  an  act  passed  for  that  purpose  the  twenty 
second  day  of  September  last. 

And  whereas  in  some  parts  of  the  State  the  said  assessment  last  men- 
tioned hath  been  made  and  the  inhabitants  have  furnished  wheat  in  con- 
sequence thereof:  In  order  therefore  that  justice  may  be  done  to  such 
inhabitants. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  assessments  Assess- 
made  in  consequence  of  the  said  act  shall  from  and  after  the  passing  of  named 
this  act  be  void  and  no  person  shall  hereafter  be  liable  to  furnish  any  void- 
flour  or  wheat  in  consequence  of  the  said  assessments.     That  each  and  Persons 
every  person  who  hath  furnished  any  wheat  or  flour  in  consequence  of  **®™p*- 
the    assessment  lastmentioned  shall  be  and  hereby  is  exempted  from 
paying  any  wheat  or  money  in  consequence  of  this  act  until  such  person 
shall  be  paid  by  the  said  agent  or  one  of  his  assistants  for  the  flour  or 
wheat  furnished  by  such  person  in  consequence  of  the  'said  assessment 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  several  DeUvery  to 
persons,  so  to  be  employed  as  aforesaid  by  the  said  agent  or  either  of  his  ^^^^  ^^' 
assistants  to  receive  wheat  or  money  to  be  collected  in  pursuance  of  this 
act,  shall  deliver  and  pay  the  same  to  the  said  agent  or  one  of  his  assist- 
ants, and  the  said  monies  shall  in  the  first  instance  be  applied  by  the 
said  agent  to  the  payment  of  flour  and  wheat  which  shall  have  been  de- 
livered in  consequence  of  the  assessments  made  pursuant  to  the  said  act 
passed  the  twenty  second  day  of  September  last  and  the  overplus  of  the 
said  monies  shall  by  the  said  agent  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  wheat  on 
the  account  of  this  State  or  defraying  the  incidental  expences  of  his  office. 
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Penalty  for  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  if  any 
o^cfi?  ^  supervisor,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  do  or  perform  any  of  the  duties  re- 
duty.  quired  of  him  by  this  act,  the  person  so  neglecting  or  refusing  shall  for 
each  neglect  or  refusal  forfeit  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds,  to  be  recovered 
by  the  State  agent,  in  any  court  of  record  within  this  State  or  in  a  sum- 
mary way  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  and  which  pen- 
alty shall  when  recovered  by  the  said  agent  be  credited  by  him,  in  his 
account,  to  this  State  and  shall  be  expended  by  him  as  aforesaid. 


CHAP.  46. 


Preamble. 


BtUs  of 
credit  to 
be  emit- 
ted, etc. 


Form  of 
bills. 


AN  ACT  for  emitting  monies  upon  the  credit  of  this  State. 

Passed  tlie  27th  of  March,  1781. 

Whereas  the  legislature  did  by  act  passed  the  fifteenth  day  of  June 
last,  make  provision  for  .carrying  into  effect  the  system  of  finance  estab- 
lished by  the  act  of  congress  of  the  eighteenth  of  March  last 

And  whereas  by  reason,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  produce  of  this 
State  hath  for  a  considerable  time  past  been  applied  to  the  use  of  the 
army,  upon  certificates  from  the  purchasing  officers  to  the  inhabitants 
and  by  reason  that  the  ballance  of  trade  hath  been  greatly  against  this 
State  and  owing  to  various  other  causes  there  is  an  inconsiderable  sum 
of  the  former  Continental  currency  now  circulating  within  this  State,  in- 
somuch that  a  competent  sum  of  the  new  bills  to  be  issued  pursuant  to 
the  said  act  of  congress,  cannot  be  drawn  into  circulation  seasonably  to 
answer  the  public  exigencies. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  rep- 
resented in  Senate  and  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority 
of  the  samcy  That  there  shall  be  emitted  upon  the  credit  of  this  State, 
bills  to  the  amount  of  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  eleven  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  being  the  amount  of  the  sum  now 
remaining  unissued  in  the  Continental  Loan  Office  within  this  State  of, 
the  monies  allotted  to  this  State  for  emission  and  redemption  in  conse- 
quence of  the  said  system  recommended  by  the  said  act  of  congress — That 
the  funds  appropriated  for  the  security  and  redemption  of  the  bills  to  be 
issued  upon  the  credit  of  this  State  pursuant  to  the  said  act  of  congress 
shall  be  and  are  hereby  charged  for  the  security  and  redemption  of  the 
bills  to  be  emitted  in  pursuance  of  this  act  —  That  the  bills  to  emitted  * 
in  pursuance  of  this  act  shall  be  of  the  respective  various  denomina- 
tions, and  shall  bear  a  like  interest  from  the  fifteenth  day  of  June  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  be  redeemable,  and  be  received 
in  all  payments  due  or  to  become  due,  and  in  all  loans  to  this  State  in 
like  manner  as  the  bills  issued  upon  the  credit  of  this  State  pursuant  to 
the  said  act  of  congress  —  That  the  face  of  the  said  bills  to  be  emitted 
in  pursuance  of  this  act  shall  read  as  follows  that  is  to  say, 

**  The  possessor  of  this  bill  shall  be  paid  Spanish  milled  dollar 

by  the  thirty  first  day  of  December  one  thousand  seven  hunderd  and 
eighty  six  with  interest,  from  the  fifteenth  day  of  June  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty,  in  like  money,  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent  per 
annum,  by  the  State  of'  New  York,  and  the  first  payment  of  interest  to 
be  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty 
two  according  to  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  said  State  of  the 
day  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  one" — 


Chap.  46.]  FOURTH  SESSION.  367 

That  whenever  any  monies  shall  come  into  the  treasury  of  this  State,  Conttnentai 
in  order  to  be  exchanged  or  in  any  manner  whatsoever,  consisting  in  to  bepafd 
the  former  Continental  currency,  it  shall  then  be  lawful  for  the  treasurer  JjJS^j ^nd 
of  this  State  from  time  to  time  to  pay  the  amount  of  such  former  Con-  bills  re- 
tinental  currency  into  the  said  loan  office,  on  the  account  of  this  State,  thwefor 
and  to  receive,  for  the  same,  from  the  loan  officer,  bills  to  be  emitted 
pursuant  to  and  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  said  act  of  congress, 
and  from  time  to  time  as  bills  emitted  in  pursuance  of  this  act  shall 
come  to  his  hands  to  punch,  with  a  circular  punch  of  one  inch  diameter  Canceiia- 
such  bills  to  the  amount  of  the  bills  which  shall,  in  cases  of  such  pay-  bms!*' 
ment,  issue  from  the  said  loan  office,  and  the  bills  so  punched  shall  be 
retained  in  the  treasury,  and  hereby  are  declared  to  be  cancelled. 

Provided  nevertheless  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  treasurer  proviso  as 
to  pay  any  monies  consisting  in  the  said  former  Continental  currency  J^"J^®^ 
into  the  said  loan  office  on  the  account  of  this  State,  or  to  exchange  any  governor, 
of  the  bills  emitted  on  the  credit  of  this  State  pursuant  to  the  said  act 
of  congress  for  the  said  former  Continental  currency,  until  the  further 
order  of  the  person  administering  the  government  of  this  State  for  the 
time  being  any  thing  in  this  or  any  other  law  to  the  contrary  thereof 
notwithstanding.     That  whenever  the  treasurer  shall  be  possessed  of  any 
monies  consisting  in  bills  issued  or  to  be  issued  upon  the  credit  of  this 
State,or  of  any  other  of  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the  said  act  of  con- 
gress, it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  treasurer  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  give 
such  monies  in  exchange,  for  an  equal  sum  in  nominal  value,  in  bills  to 
be  emitted  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  to  any  person  who  shall  apply  for 
the  purpose. —  That  the  said  treasurer  out  of  the  monies  to  be  emitted 
in  pursuance  of  this  act  shall  retain  in  the  treasury  the  sum  of  one  Payment 
hundred  and  sixty  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  and  which  said  by  tr^^^ 
sum  shall  be  by  him  paid  to  such  person  or  persons  only  as  the  person  ureron 
administering  the  government  of    this  State  for  the  time   being  shall  governor, 
specially  appoint  and  direct  to  receive  the  same  any  law  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.     That   it    shall  be  lawful  for  the  said   treasurer   to  Bills  to  be 
receive  from  the  Continental  loan  officer  within  this  State,  and  on  account  J^  con- 
of  the  State,  any  monies  which  the  said  loan  officer  may  be  authorized  tinentai 
to  pay  to  him,  the  said  treasurer,  and  consisting  only  in  such  bills  as  '^*"  ^  ^* 
were  to  be  issued  upon  the  credit  of  this  State — pursuant  to  the  said  act 
of  congress,  and  the  act  of  this  State  passed  in  consequence  thereof  on 
the  fifteenth  day  of  June  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and 
the  said  monies  when  received  into  the  treasury  shall  be  paid  out  in  ex- 
change for  bills  emitted  in  pursuance  of  this  act  in  like  manner  as  is 
herein  before  provided,  and  in  no  other  manner  whatsoever, 

Provided  always  that  when  such  a  sum  of  the  said  bills  shall  have  Pro'viso  as 
come  into  his  hands  as  shall  be  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  bills  to  be  tfoS^^"ur 
emitted  pursuant  to  this  act,  and  remaining  uncancelled  as  aforesaid,  it  plus  to 
shall  be  lawful  for  him  to  appropriate  the  surplus  of  such  bills,  if  any  Jf^^bts'of 
he  should  receive,  to  the  payment  of  any  debts  of  this  State  which  he  the  state, 
may  be  authorized  to  pay  — That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  treasurer  ®^* 
to  receive  in  behalf  of  this  State  from  any  person  who  shall  be  authorized 
by  congress  to  pay  the  same,  any  bill  or  bills  of  exchange  to  pay  off 
the  interest  accrued  on  any  bills  to  be  emitted  in  pursuance  of  this  act, 
or  of  the  act  aforesaid,  passed  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty;  and  in  like  manner  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
said  treasurer  to  pay  the  said  interest  out  of  any  monies  which  may 
come  into  the  treasury  consisting  in  specie,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  act 
for  procuring  a  sum  in  specie  passed  the  fifth  day  of  October  last,  any 
thing  in  the  said  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  —  That  whenever 
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the  said  treasurer  shall  pay  the  interest  for  any  bills  emitted  or  to  be 
emitted,  out  of  the  loan  office  within  this  State  pursuant  to  the  said  act 
of  congress  of  the  eighteenth  day  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty,  he  shall  exchange  such  bills  for  other  bills  of  equal 
nominal  value  in  manner  as  in  and  by  the  said  act  of  congress  is 
directed.  That  whenever  interest  on  the  bills  to  be  emitted  in  pursuance 
of  this  act  shall  be  paid  at  any  period  prior  to  the  redemption 
thereof,  and  on  or  after  the  said  fifteenth  day  of  June  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty  two,  such  bills  shall  be  exchanged  for  others 
of  the  like  nominal  value.  And  if  such  bills  to  be  emitted  in  pursuance 
of  this  act  shall  at  any  time  be  exchanged  for  any  bills  emitted  in  pur- 
suance of  the  said  act  of  congress,  the  treasurer  shall  give  in  exchange 
of  the  bills  last  mentioned  of  equal  nominal  value  and  also  pay  to  the 
person  exchanging  the  same  the  interest  due  on  the  bills  to  be  emitted 
pursuant  to  this  act,  to  the  day  of  the  date  of  such  bills,  which  he  the 
said  treasurer  shall  give  in  exchange,  any  thing  in  this  act  to  the  con- 
tray  notwithstanding. 
Moneys  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  monies 

of  bills  °*  which  shall  be  received  by  the  commissioners   for   procuring   a  sum 
foto  traas-  ^"^  specie,  consisting  in  bills  to  be  emitted  in  pursuance  of  this  act  upon 
ury  to  be    the  sales  of  any  lands  mortgaged  for  the  security  and  redemption  of  the 
oanoeUed.  ^jUg  issued  upon  the  credit  of  this  State  pursuant  to  the  said  act  of 
congress,  shall,  as  the  same  shall  from  time  to  time  be  paid  by  the  said 
commissioners  into  the  treasury,  be  cancelled  in  like  manner  as  is  herein 
Commis-    before  directed.     That  the  treasurer  of  this  State  for  the  time  being 
siKafng  ^^  ^^^  such  four  other  persons  as  the  person  administring  the  government 
bills,  etc.    for  the  time  being  shall  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
council  of  appointment  appoint  for  the  puppose,  or  any  three  of  them 
of  which  the  treasury  for  the  time  being  shall  always  be  one,  shall  be 
commissioners  for  striking  signing  and  numbering  the  said  bills,  and 
the  said  commissioners  or  any  three  of  them  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  and 
Bills  to  bo  hereby  are  authorized  and  required  to  cause  the  said  bills  to  be  printed 
printed.      -^  ^wq^  manner,  and  with  such  devises,  and  to  administer  an  oath  to  the 
person  or  persons  employed  in  printing  the  said  bills,  in  such  manner  as 
the  said  commissionors  shall  be  proper  for  preventing  frauds  and  coun- 
when        terfeits;     And  the  said  bills  when  printed,  signed,  and  numbered,  shall 
signed/     be  paid,  by  the  respective  other  commissioners  possessing  the  same,  to 
d'uVered^  the  treasurer  to  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  in  all  cases  where  payments 
to  treas-      are  directed  to  be  made  in  bills  to  be  made  in  bills  to  be  issued  in  pur- 
paidoutls  suance  of  the  said  act  of  congress  —  That  the  treasurer  shall  out  of  the 
directed,    said  bills  to  be  issued  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  or  any  monies  not 
specially  appropriated,  pay  the  expence  of  printing  the  said  bills  and 
the  incidental  expences  which  may  accrue  in  or  about  the  same.     That 
the  said  bills  shall  be  signed  by  any  two  of  the  said  commissioners,  and 
Oompen-     shall  be  numbred  by  any  one  of  them  —  And  the  said  commissioners 
oommis-     shall  be  allowed  for  their  services  and  expences  in  executing  the  busi- 
sioners.      ness  hereby  committed  to  them  such  sum  as  the  legislature  shall  here- 
Laws         after  deem  just  and  reasonable.     That  all  laws  of  this  State  heretofore 
oofm^r-     made  against  counterfeiting,  or  passing  knowing  the  same  to  be  counter- 
eto^*°to       *^*^»  ^^  bringing  from  any  part  of  this  State  within  the  power  of  the 
apply  to     enemy  knowing  the  same  to  be  counterfeit,  any  bills  of  credit  issued  by 
ted  urSeV  ^^  authority  of  the  convention  of  this  State,  shall  and  hereby  are  de- 
this  act.      clared  to  extend  to  the  cases  of  counterfeiting,  or  passing  knowing  the 
same  to  be  counterfeit,  or  bringing  from  any  part  of  this  State  within 
the  power  of  the  enemy  knowing  the  same  to  be  counterfeit,  any"  of  the 
bills  of  credit  to  be  emitted  in  pursuance  of  this  act;     And  although 
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such  counterfeiting  or  passing,  knowing  the  same  to  be  counterfeit,  any  iDdict- 
of  the  bills  to  be  emitted  in  pursuance  of  this  act  may  be  done  out  of  ^^^* 
this  State,  it  shall  nevertheless  be  lawful  for  any  grand  jury  within  this  Jurors, 
State  to  present  the  same,  and  to  set  forth  in  the  indictment  the  place  ^^^' 
where  by  the  evidence  it  shall  appear  the  felony  was  committed,  which 
indictment  is  hereby  declared  to  be  good  notwithstanding  the  place 
where  the  felony  shall  be  alledged  to  have  been  committed  shall  be  out 
of  this  State,  and  the  petit  juries  for  the  trial  of  all  such  indictments, 
shall  be  returned  from  the  body  of  the  city  or  county  where  the  in- 
dictment shall  be  found  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.    And 
further,  the  several  persons  charged  with  felony  against  this  act  may  be 
indicted,  tried  and  convicted  at  any  special  sessions  of  oyer  and  terminer 
and  general  gaol  delivery ;  to  be  held  in  pursuance  of  the  act  entitled 
**  An  act  for  the  more  speedy  trial  of  felonies  without  benefit  of  clergy; 
for  subjecting  the  accessaries  to  such  felonies  to  a  like  punishment  with 
the  principals,  and  for  the  trials  of  such  accessaries  although  the  princi- 
pals may  not  be  convicted,"  passed  the  eleventh    March  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty. 


CHAP.  4T. 

AN  ACT  to  prevent  delay  by  writs  of  replevin  in  cases  of  dis- 
tress for  taxes,  assessments  or  fines. 

Passed  the  29th  of  March,  1781. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  wriu  of 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  wf^^^tobe 
That  all  writs  of  replevin,  in  any  case  of  distress  made  for  any  tax  returned 
assessment  or  fine  to  be  collected  in  pursuance  of  any  law  of  this  State,  "»d^'^®<^- 
shall  be  returned  and  prosecuted  in  the  supreme  court  only,  any  law,  usage 
or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.     And  that  in  all  such  cases  Bond, 
of  replevin,  the  plaintif  in  such  replevin,  shall,  before  the  replevying  of 
such  goods  or  chatties,  execute  and  deliver  to  the  sherif  of  the  county, 
a  replevin  bond,  with  two  sureties,  in  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  with  a 
condition  to  prosecute  his  suit  to  effect,  and  shall  pay  to  the  officer  hav- 
ing made  such  distress,  the  full  amount  of  the  tax  assessment  or  fine, 
and  also  the  costs  and  expence  of  taking  and  keeping  of  such  distress, 
unless  the  time  of  making  such  replevin  in  default  whereof  the  officer  who 
shall  have  made  such  distress,  shall  and  may  proceed  to  sell  and  dispose 
of  the  goods  and  chatties  so  destrained. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  any  plaintif  Penalty 
or  plaintifs  who  shall  issue  or  prosecute  a  writ  of  replevin  in  any  such  JutiSgwHt 
case  as  aforesaid  otherwise  than  by  this  act  is  directed,  shall  forfeit  other  than 
and  pay  the  sum  of  forty  pounds  to  be  recovered  by  an  action  of  debt  SedbythTa 
with  costs  in  any  court  of  record  in  this  State,  the  one  moiety  thereof  *"^- 
to  the  use  of  the  people  of  this  Stnte,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to 
any  person  who  will  sue  and  prosecute  for  the  same  to  effect. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in  every  officer 
suit  in  replevin  in  such   cases  as  aforesaid  the  officer  who  shall  have  J} j{^|^|  ^^ 
made  such  distress  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  made  defendant,  and  give  due  be  made 
notice  and  proper  instructions  to  the  attorney  general  of  this  State  to  JSj^JoSfve 
make  a  defence  therein  or  in  default  thereof  be  liable  to  be  prosecuted  ^SJJ^ey 
by  information  or  indictment  for  a  neglect  of  the  duty  of  his  office,  general. 

47 
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for  plaint- 


Ibid,  for 
defoDdant. 


That  on  such  notices  and  instructions  being  given  all  such  suits  shall 
be  defended  by  the  attorney  .  general  on  behalf  of  the  people  of  this 
State,  and  at  their  expence;  for  the  defence  whereof  he  shall  have  the 
like  aids  as  are  given  by  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  amendment 
of  the  law  directing  the  sales  of  forfeited  lands." 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  in  any 
such  suit  in  replevin,  if  judgment  shall  be  given  for  the  plaintif,  the 
judgment  shall  be  for  the  sum  for  which  his  goods  and  chatties  were 
destrained,  or  so  much  thereof  as  shall  appear  to  be  justly  due  to  him 
with  costs  to  be  taxed,  and  the  judge  or  judges  before  whom  such  trial 
was  had,  or  one  of  them  shall  give  such  plaintif  a  certificate  in  writing 
directed  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county  where  such  distress  was  made, 
of  the  amount  of  the  sum  or  damages  and  costs  adjudged  to  him,  which 
shall  be  a  sufficient  warrant  to  the  county  treasurer  to  pay,  and  he  shall 
thereupon  pay  the  sum  or  sums  mentioned  in  such  certificate  to  the  said 
plaintif,  out  of  any  public  monies  in  the  county  treasury,  and  charge 
the  same  to  the  district  in  which  such  plaintif  did  reside  at  the  time 
such  tax  assessment  or  fine  was  assessed  or  adjudged. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  in  any 
such  suit  where  judgment  shall  be  given  for  the  defendant,  the  plaintif 
in  replevin  shall  pay  double  costs  to  be  taxed,  for  which  a  fieri  facias 
shall  issue,  one  moiety  thereof  when  levied  to  be  paid  to  the  attorney 
general  for  his  own  use,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  officer  who  shall 
have  made  the  distress  for  which  such  replevin  was  brought,  and  if  the 
same  shall  not  be  levied  on  or  before  the  return  of  the  execution,  the 
bond  given  by  the  plaintif  and  his  sureties  to  the  sherif  for  the  prose- 
cuting such  suit  in  replevin  shall  in  such  case,  and  upon  the  return  of 
the  execution  be  deemed  forfeited  to  the  people  of  this  State,  and  be 
put  in  suit  and  prosecuted  by  the  attorney  general  in  the  name  of  such 
sherif;  and  one  moiety  of  the  penalty  thereof  when  recovered  shall  be 
paid  to  the  officer  who  made  the  distress  for  which  such  replevin  was 
brought  to  his  own  use,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  be  retained  by 
the  attorney  general  to  his  own  use. 


CHAP.  48. 


Preamble. 


Persons 
teachloff, 
eto  ,  that 
king  of 
Great 
Britain 
hath 

autboritv, 
etc.,  ffuilty 
of  felony. 


AN  ACT  more  effectually  to  punish  adherence  to  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  within  this  State. 

Passed  the  30th  of  March,  1781. 

Whereas,  altho'  adhering  to  the  enemies  of  this  State  is  by  law  high' 
treason  against  the  people  of  this  State:  yet  in  order  more  effectually  to 
prevent  an  adherence  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain  it  is  deemed  requi- 
site that  farther  provision  should  be  made  by  law. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre- 
sented in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
tfu  same.  That  if  any  person,  being  a  citizen  or  subject  of  this  State  or 
of  any  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  abiding  or  residing  within 
this  State,  shall  maliciously  advisedly  and  directly  by  preaching,  teach- 
ing speaking  writing  or  printing  declare  or  maintain  that  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  hath  or  of  right  ought  to  have  any  authority  or  dominion 
in  or  over  this  State  or  the  inhabitants  thereof,  or  shall  maliciously  and 
advisedly  seduce  or  persuade  or  attempt  to  seduce  or  persuade  any  in- 
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habitant  of  this  State  to  renounce  his  or  her  allegiance  to  this  State  or 

to  acknowledge  allegiance  or  subjection  to  the  king  or  crown  of  Great 

Britain,  or  shall  maliciously  and  advisedly  declare  or  affirm  that  he 

or  she  doth  owe  allegiance  to  the   king  or  crown  of  Great  Britain, 

and  be  convicted   thereof   shall   he   adjudged    guilty  of    felony   and  Penally. 

shall  suffer  the   pains    and    penalties  prescribed    by   law   in    cases   of 

felony  without  benefit  of  clergy  and  may  be  indicted  tried  and  convicted 

at  any  special  sessions  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  goal  delivery  to  be 

held  in  pursuance  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  more  speedy  trial 

of  felonies  without  benefit  of  clergy,  for  subjecting  the  accessaries  to 

such  felonies  to  a  like  punishment  with  the  principals;  and  for  the  trials 

of  such  accessaries  although  the  principals   may  not  be  convicted," 

passed  the  eleventh  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty, 

any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding: 

Provided  nevertheless  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  court  Proviso  &» 
before  whom  such  offender  shall  be  convicted  if  such  court  shall  deem  JJ}^?5^"on 
it  proper  instead  of  giving  judgment  of  death  to  order  and  direct  that  ships  of 
such  offender  shall  be  sent  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  to  serve  for  ^^^' 
the  term  of  three  years  on  board  of  any  ship  of  war  belonging  to  this 
State  or  to  the  United  States  or  to  an  ally  of  the  United  States  and  if 
any  offender  so  ordered  by  any  such  court  to  be  sent  to  serve  on  board 
any  such  ship  of  war  for  the  term  aforesaid  shall  desert  from  such  ser- 
vice and  be  found  within  this  State  or  any  other  of  the  United  States  the 
person  so  deserting  shall  be  liable  to  be  punished  as  a  person  attainted 
of  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy  and  execution  may  and  shall  be 
awarded  against  such  offender  accordingly  any  thing  in  this  act  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  be   it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  at  every  orand  jury 
term  of  supreme  court  and  at  every  sessions  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  ^^  *>«  .. 
goal  delivery  the  grand  jupy  shall  be  specially  charged  to  enquire  of  chlrgecr 
the  felonies  aforesaid. 


CHAP.  49. 

AN  ACT  for  the  payment  of  certain  contingent  expences  of  this 

State. 

Passed  the  30th  of  March,  1781. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in  payments 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  ^  "o  made 
That  the  treasurer  of  this  State  shall  out  of  the  monies  which  now  are 
or  hereafter  may  be  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  specially  appropriated 
pay  the  following  sums  of  money  to  the  following  persons  viz'. 

To  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  To  the 
time  being,  to  defray  the  incidental  charges  which  may  arise  in  and  *°^®''"^''- 
about  administring  the  government  and  in  and  about  the  erection  or 
completion  of  any  fortification  or  works  of  security  in  this  State  which 
he  may  think  necessary  such  sum  or  sums  as  he  shall  from  time  to  time 
by  warrants  under  his  hand  and  the  privy  seal  of  the  State  draw  from 
the  treasury  for  the  purpose  not  to  exceed  in  the  whole  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  pounds. 

To  each  of  the  delegates  from  this  State  in  congress  in  addition  to  Delegates 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds  mentioned  in  the  act  to  provide  for  ^^° 
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geat  ex- 
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Secretary 
of  State. 
Doorkeep- 
ers. 


Auditors. 


Commis- 
sioners. 
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Other 
officers 
and  per- 
sons. 


the  payment  of  certain  contingent  expences  of  this  State,  passed  the 
tenth  day  of  October  last  such  further  sura  on  account  as  they  shall 
respectively  require,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds  to 
each. 

To  the  chancellor  and  justices  of  the  suprerae  court,  on  account  of 
their  respective  sallaries  for  the  present  year  each  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred pounds. 

To  the  several  members  of  the  senate  and  assembly  for  each  and 
every  day  they  shall  severally  have  attended  in  senate  or  assembly  dur- 
ing the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature  each  the  sum  of  sixteen  shil- 
lings, and  for  each  and  every  day  they  shall  be  severally  travelling  from 
their  respective  places  of  abode  to  the  place  of  meeting  of  the  legisla- 
ture and  returning  each  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings,  agreeable  to  such 
accounts  thereof  as  they  shall  respectively  produce,  certified  by  the 
president  of  the  senate  or  speaker  of  the  assembly  as  the  case  may  be; 
the  account  of  the  president  of  the  senate,  to  be  certified  by  the  clerk  of 
the  senate,  and  the  account  of  the  speaker  of  the  assembly  to  be  certi- 
fied by  the  clerk  of  the  assembly 

To  the  clerks  of  the  senate  and  assembly  each  thirty  two  shillings  per 
day  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof  as  they  shall  respectively  pro- 
duce, certified  by  the  president  of  the  senate  and  speaker  of  the  assem- 
bly respectively. 

To  the  said  clerks  for  sundry  sums  by  them  respectively  advanced  for 
the  use  of  the  senate  and  assembly  the  amount  of  such  account  thereof 
as  they  shall  respectively  produce  certified  by  the  president  of  the  sen- 
ate or  speaker  of  the  assembly. 

To  the  secretary  of  this  State,  one  hundred  pounds  on  account. 

To  the  door-keepers  of  the  senate  and  assembly,  for  their  services, 
each  twenty  shillings  per  day,  agreeable  to  such  accounts  thereof  as 
they  shall  respectively  produce  certified  by  the  president  of  the  senate 
or  speaker  of  the  assembly. 

To  the  auditors  appointed  to  liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the 
troops  of  this  State  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  the  farther  sum 
of  two  hundred  pounds  on  account. 

To  S^-muel  Dodge  Esquire  commissioner  to  have  the  care  and  super- 
intendance  of  such  poor  as  were  removed  from  the  city  of  New  York 
the  farther  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  on  account  for  the  use  of  the 
said  poor. 

To  John  Daniel  Gross  clerk,  for  provisions  procured  by  him  in  the 
county  of  Tryon,  for  certain  distressed  families,,  by  order  of  Brigadier 
General  Van  Rensselaer,  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  sixteen  shillings. 

To  Lieutenant  Colonel  Henry  K.  Van  Rensselaer  the  sum  of  thirty 
pounds  to  defray  the  expence  accrued  in  the  cure  of  a  wound  he  re- 
ceived while  serving  in  the  militia  of  this  State. 

To  Hendrick  Oblinus  a  like  sum  to  defray  the  expence  accrued  in 
the  cure  of  a  wound  his  son  received  while  serving  in  the  militia  of  this 
State. 

To  Jacob  I.  Lansing  the  sum  of  seven  pounds  for  services  rendered 
to  this  State. 

To  Colonel  Goose  Van  Schaick  and  Colonel  Philip  Van  Cortlandt 
each  the  sum  of  nine  hundred  and  sixty  pounds,  five  shillings  towards 
the  pay  of  their  respective,  regiments,  and  that  the  said  treasurer  cause 
the  pay  master  general  to  be  notified  of  the  said  monies  advanced  to 
the  said  regiments,  and  that  he  receive  the  amount  thereof  from  the 
said  pay  master  general. 

To  John  Holt  in  full  of  his  account  for  printing  for  this  State  to  the 
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seventeenth  day  of  February  last  the  sum  of  one  thousand  and  eighty 
pounds  and  nine  pence. 

To  John  Tillman  for  his  services  and  disbursements  as  serjeant  at 
arms  to  both  houses  of  the  legislature,  since  the  time  of  his  appointment 
the  sum  of  sixty  pounds 

Whereas  Philip  Schuyler  Esquire  did  on  the  twenty  fourth  day  of  Proviso  as 
February  last  advance  on  behalf  of  the  State  to  Abraham  Cuyler  Es-  J^J^/^?*^® 
quire  one  thousand  dollars  in  bills  of  exchange  on  France  for  the  pur-  bills  of 
X>ose  of  procuring  a  quantity  of  blankets  for  the  use  of  the  Oneida  and  on^Frai^e 
Tuscarora  Indians,  Schu^'lOT 

Be  it  therefore  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  Treasurer 
treasurer  of  this  State  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  purchase  ^?^p^'^V,j, 
bills  of  exchange  on  France  to  the  amount  aforesaid  and  to  deliver  the  Snd^de- 
same  to  the  said  Philip  Schuyler  in  discharge  of  the  said  sum  so  ad-  jJi^'^^  to 
vanced  as  aforesaid.     That  the  said  treasurer  shall  pay  to  the  said  pay  Abra- 
Abraham  Cuyler  the  farther  sum  of  one  hundred  and  six  pounds  four  ie*™uno^ 
shillings  with  interest  on  the  same  from  the  eighth  day  of  March  in-  advanced, 
stant  in  bills  of  credit  emitted  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States  in  con- 
sequence of  the  act  of  congress  of  the  eighteenth  day  of  March  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  in  re-payment  for  the  like  sum  ad- 
vanced by  him  to  purchase  blankets  and  strouds  for  the  said  Indians; 
and  the  farther  sum  of  six  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  eight  pence  for 
his  commissions  upon  the  making  such  purchases;  and  that  the  said 
treasurer  charge  the  amount  of  the  said  monies  specified  in  this  clause 
to  the  United  States. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  be  Payment 
lawful  for  the  said  treasurer  to  pay  to  Udny  Hay  Esquire  purchasing  ^j^^g 
agent  for  this  State,  such  sum  or  sums  as  he  shall  require  not  exceeding  gf®"*-  ">r 
in  the  whole  the  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds  to  be  expended  by  him      '®* 
in  purchasing  beef  and  beef  cattle  upon  the  account  of  this  State,  and 
not  to  be  applied  to  any  other  purpose;  and  which  beef  or  beef  cattle 
shall  be  delivered  by  the  said  agent  to  any  person  or  persons  appointed 
to  receive  the  same  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  said  agent 
shall  purchase  such  beef  or  beef  cattle  at  any  prices  for  which  the  same 
can  be  purchased,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  —  And  fur- 
ther, that  the  said  agent  shall  pay  either  in  money  or  in  kind,  to  such  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Albany  and  town  of  Schenectady  upon 
whom  troops  have  been  billeted  during  the  present  winter,  for  the  pro- 
visions furnished  by  the  said  inhabitants  to  the  troops;  and  that  the  said 
provisions  be  considered  as  a  part  of  the  quota  of  provisions  required  of 
this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  treasurer  Pavments 
of  this  State  shall  out  of  any  monies  which  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  Jo  ^reonl 
in  the  treasury  pay  the  following  sums  of  money  to  the  following  per-  named, 
sons  viz'. 

To  Henry  Wisner  Esquire,  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  pounds  on  ac- 
count and  in  advance,  to  be  by  him  expended  in  procuring  a  quantity 
of  sulphur  and  salt  petre,  and  for  manufacturing  gunpowder  for  the 
use  of  this  State. 

To  Casper  Stoudt  for  the  ballance  of  his  account  two  hundred  and 
forty  eight  pounds  one  shilling  and  five  pence. 

To  Nicholas  Marselis  for  the  ballance  of  his  account  for  going  ex- 
press to  congress  tweuty  two  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  four  pence. 

To  Abraham  Yates  jun'  Esquire  for  cash  by  him  advanced  to  the 
said  Nicholas  Marselis  for  expences  accrued  in  going  to  and  returning 
from  Philadelphia,  fifty  nine  pounds  five  shillings. 
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And  whereas  sundry  persons  have  engaged  to  pure  hase  wheat  and 
flour  on  their  own  credit  for  the  use  of  this  State,  sonJbe  part  thereof 
hath  already  been  delivered  to  the  State  agent  or  his  assi;5tants. 
Ageutto         Be   it    therefore   enacted  by   the  authority  aforesaid    VThat   it   shall 
wlfeaiy       and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  agent  and  he  is  hereby  reqiuired  to  pay 
*''^' •  for  all  such  wheat  and  flour  as  aforesaid,  as  already  has  l)een  or  may 

hereafter  be  delivered  to  him  or  his  asssistants,  together  Ivith  all  rea- 
sonable expences  which  may  have  accrued  to  the  said  persWs  in  pur- 
chasing and  delivering  the  same,  any  law  to  the  contrary  hereof  not- 
withstanding. 
Proviso  as       And  whereas  drafts  have  heretofore  been  made  by  or  on  behalf  of  the 
droftl!***^    congress  of  the  United   States  on  the  treasury  of  this  State  for  large 
etc.  sums  of  money,  some  whereof  have  been  in  part  paid,  and  others  remain 

altogether  undischarged. 

And  whereas  by  reason  of  the  great  debt  due  from  the  United  States 
to  the  individuals  of  this  State,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  render  certi- 
ficates from  the  public  officers  payable  for  taxes,  whereby  the  taxes 
have  not  been  productive  of  money  to  discharge  the  said  drafts 
Tre^urer  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  not  be 
drafts.  lawful  for  the  treasurer  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  hereafter  to  pay 
any  such  drafts  or  bills  drawn  on  him  and  he  is  hereby  required  not  to 
discharge  the  remainder  of  any  such  drafts  already  drawn  on  him,  and 
which  he  may  have  in  part  paid  or  any  others  on  which  he  may  not 
have  made  any  payments. 


CHAP.  50. 

AN  ACT  directing  a  mode  for  the  recovery  of  debts  due  to,  and 
the  settlement  of  accounts  with,  this  State. 

Passed  the  30th  of  March,  1781. 

Preamble.  WHEREAS  considerable  debts  are  due  to  this  State  upon  bond,  recogni- 
zance and  otherwise,  heretofore  entered  into  or  contracted  with  commit- 
tees, conventions,  commissioners,  and  others,  at  a  time  when  the  govern- 
ment of  this  State  was  not  organized. 

And  whereas  no  particular  and  competent  mode  hath  been  directed 
by  law  for  the  recovery  of  the  said  debts,  and  other  debts  due  to  the 
State,  or  to  ascertain  the  value  of  such  debts  due  to  or  from  the  State 
as  were  intended  to  have  been  paid  in  bills  of  credit  issued  by  the  pro- 
vincial congress  of  the  late  colony  of  New  York,  or  the  convention  of 
this  State,  or  in  the  former  Continental  currency. 
Debts  due        Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  Neiv  York  rep- 
be*8uedfor  ^^^^nted  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
hv  treas-     f/ie  same,  That  all  debts  due  to  the  people  of  this  State,  shall  be  sued  for 
and  recovered,  with  costs,  by  and  in  the  name  of  the  treasurer  of  this 
State.     That  such  suits  shall  not  discontinue  by  reason  of  the  death  or 
resignation,  or  removal  from  office  of  the  treasurer — That  all  debts  due  as 
aforesaid  to  the  people  of  this  State,  other  than  on  bond  or  recognizance, 
shall,  if  the  same  shall  be  sued  for  in  a  court  of  law,  be  sued  for  in  an 
Attorney     action  of  assumpsit  for  monies  received  to  the  use^of  the  plaintif.     That 
may  re-       ^^  ^^^^^  ^^  lawful  for  the  attorney  general  at  any  time  before  the  issuing 
ceivopay-  of  an  execution  in  any  suit  to  be  commenced,  to  receive  the  debt  for 
raentbe-     ^^^  recovery  whereof  such  suit  shall  have  been  commenced,  and  from 
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time  to  time  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  monies  so  received  into  the  treas-  IsbuIda; 
ury  of  this  State.     That  the  actcal  value  of  all  debts  due  to  this  State  ^"u"^*®"* 
as  aforesaid,  and  intended  to  have  been  paid  in  the  said  bills  of  credit  value  of 
of  this  State,  or  in  the  said  former  Continental  currency,  if  such  debts  ^®**^- 
became  due  before  the  first  day  of  September  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy  seven,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  equal  to  a  like  nominal 
sum  in  the  present  lawful  money  of  this  State  and,  if  such  debts  became 
due  after  the  said  first  day  of  September  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy  seven,  the  actual  value  thereof  shall  be  ascertained  agreeable 
to  the  scale  hereunto  annexed:  And  that  the  value  of  all  debts  due  on  Debts  due 
bond  or  recognizance,  shall  so  far  forth,  as  to  ascertain  the  value  thereof,  ^^  bonds 
be  deemed  to  have  been  due  on  the  date  of  the  bond  or  recognizance.  Dizancesto 


to 


That  besides  bonds  and  recognizances  taken  to  and  in  the  name  of  the  n?nied  _ 
people  of  this  State,  all  bonds  or  recognizances  taken  by,  or  entered  into,  be  p«>8e- 
at  any  time  since  the  nineteenth  day  of  April  one  thousand  seven  hun-  Same  iff 
dred  and  seventy  five,  to,  any  provincial  congress  of  the  late  colony  of  f^^^^^^K^ 
New  York,  or  to  the  president  or  treasurer  of  any  such  congress,  or  to  any  people  of 
person  in  behalf  of  such  congress  or  to  any  convention  of  this  State,  or  **^*s8^**®- 
to  any  committee  of  the  said  convention,  or  to  the  president,  treasurer, 
or  secretary  of  the  said  convention,  or  to  any  other  person  in  behalf  of 
the  said  convention,  or  to  the  chairman  of  such  committee,  or  to  the 
commissioners  for  detecting  and  defeating  conspiracies,  shall  and  may 
be  prosecuted  and  sued  for  in  manner  aforesaid,  as  bonds  or  recog- 
nizances entered  into  and  taken  to  the  people  of  this  State  — And  that 
all  bonds  or  recognizances  taken  by,  or  entered  into,  to,  any  county, 
district,  or  precinct  committee,  or  to  the  chairman,  treasurer,  or  secre- 
tary, of  such  committees,  of  or  concerning  the  public  peace  or  safety, 
shall.be  deemed  to  have  been  taken  to  and  for  the  use  and  on  behalf  of 
the  people  of  this  State,  and  shall  and  may  be  prosecuted  and  sued  for 
in  manner  as  aforesaid. 

Provided  that  no  bond  or  recognizance  taken  by,  or  entered  into  to,  fionds.  etc. 
any  county,  district  or  precinct  committee,  or  to  the  chairman,  treasurer  to™e  put^* 
or  secretary  of  such  committee  as  aforesaid,  at  anytime  before  the  ninth  in  suit  till 
day  of  July  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six,  shall  be  put  in  de?of  "^  ^^' 
suit  until  the  further  order  of  the  legislature — That  each  and  every  bond  or  i«K»8iaiure. 
recognizance  so  to  be  prosecuted  and  sued  for  in  the  name  of  the  treas- 
urer of  this  State,  to  and  for  the  use  of  this  State,  shall  be  and  hereby 
is  declared  to  be  well  taken  and  entered  into,  notwithstanding  any  de- 
fect in  the  form  of  such  bond  or  recognizance.     That  all  persons  who  Persons  in- 
may  have  received  fines  and  forfeitures  due  to  the  State,  or  who  may  gjj^**  '^ 
otherwise  have  received  monies  for  the  use  or  upon  account  of  this 
State,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  indebted  to  this  State  for  the  amount 
of  such  fines  forfeitures  and  monies,  so  by  them  had  and  recived  — And 
that  all  and  every  person  or  persons  in  whose  hands  or  possession  any 
such  bond  or  recognizance  or  memorandum  thereof  taken  by  or  entered 
into  before  any  county,  district,  or  precinct  committee,  or  to  the  chair- 
man, treasurer,  or  secretary  of  such  committee,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be,  and 
hereby  are  required,  and  it  is  hereby  expressly  made  their  duty  to  de-  • 
liver  such  bond  recognizance  or  memorandum  thereof  forthwith  after 
the  passing  this  act  to  the  attorney  general  of  this  State. 

A /id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in  all  cases  judement. 
of  suits  to  be  commenced  for  the  recovery  of  all  such  bonds  recogni-  ^^A^^ 
zances,  fines  and  forfeitures  or  other  debta  in  the  supreme  court  of  judi- 
cature of  this  State,  the  said  court  is  hereby  directed,  authorized  and 
impowered  in  any  suit  so  commenced  and  prosecuted,  to  give  judgment 
according  to  the  laws  usages  and  customs  of  a  court  of  exchequer 
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TT^^J^J^       '^^  w^r^tfy  it  is  deemed  impossible  to  devise  a  general  mode,  for  the 
tobe^    settlement  of  the  accounts  due  to  and  from  this  State,  which  will  apply 
^^JJ?      to  the  great  variety  of  cases  which  must  necessarily  arise,  with  respect 
xUng  ac-     to  an  allowance  to  be  made  to  and  by  the  State  for  the  depreciation  of 
*'*^°**       the  paper  currency,  and  that  therefore  it  is  requisite  that  powers  should 
be  granted  for  settling  the  said  accounts,  according  to  the  circumstances 
and  merits  of  each  particular  case. 
Auditor  to      B^  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall 
aJiowAoca  ^^  lawful  for  the  auditor  general  of  this  State  in  the  settlement  of  any 
for  depr^  pay  or  subsistence  rolls  of  the  militia,  or  of  any  other  accounts  due  to 
paper.        or  from  this  State,  to  make  allowance  for  the  depreciation  of  the  paper 
currency,  either  with  respect  to  the  whole  of  the  account  or  certain 
parts  thereof,  or  with  respect  to  the  time  from  whence  the  depreciation 
ought  to  be  computed,  or  with  respect  to  the  rates  at  which  the  depre- 
ciation ought  to  be  computed,  as  he  shall  in  each  particular  case  deem 
just  and  reasonable:  And  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  auditor 
general  to  revise  any  accounts  which  he  may  have  heretofore  audited, 
and  the  ballance  whereof  hath  not  been  paid,  and  the  same  to  audit  in 
the  manner  aforsesaid. 
Bates  con-       Provided  that  in  ascertaining  the  relative  value  between  the  Conti- 
aDneze<f    nental  currency  and  specie,  at  the  respective  periods;  he  shall  in  the  gene- 
to^iM^ob?     ral  observe  the  rates  contained  in  the  said  scale  hereunto  annexed, 
lerred.       That  if  any  person  having  an  account  with  this  State,  and  which  shall 
be  settled  by  the  auditor  general  as  aforesaid,  shall  deem  himself  or 
herself  aggrieved  by  such  settlement,  it  shall  be  lawfull,  for  such  person 
at  his  or  her  own  expence,  to  apply,  by  way  of  petition,  to  the  court  of 
chancery  for  relief,  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  chancellor,  after  the 
auditor  general  shall  have  been  served  with  a  copy  of  such  petition,  to 
take  such  order  thereon,  and  direct  such  summary  proceedings  therein 
as  he  shall  deem  requisite  and  proper;  and  make  such  decree  as  shall 
be  agreeable  to  equity  and  good  conscience  —  That  where  by  any  law 
of  this  State  any  specific  sum  nojt  intended  as  a  salary  and  intended  to 
have  been  paid  in  the  said    former   Continental  currency  hath  been 
granted  to  any  person  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  treasurer  to  pay  the 
whole  or  such  parts  of  the  said  sums,  as  remain  unpaid,  in  the  present 
lawful  money  of  this  State,  at  the  same  rate  with  specie,  and  that  the 
value  of  the  said  sums  in  specie  at  the  time  they  became  due  be  ascer- 
tained in  the  manner  before  prescribed. — 
toappitcL      -^^^  whereas  in  many  instances  persons  possessed  of  monies  due  to 
tion  of       this  State  have  upon  certain  occasions  and  emergencies  applied  the 
ctS2?of  °    same,  or  part  thereof,  to  public  uses,  without  any  express  legal  authority 
c^H  to°^  for  the  purpose.— 

be  ffiven  In      Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if,  in  the 

such  cases,  settlement  of  any  account,  it  shall  appear  to  the  auditor  general,  that  any 

person  possessed  of  monies  due  to  this  State,  hath  bona  fide  applied  the 

same,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  any  public  use,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 

auditor  general  to  credit  such  person  for  the  monies  so  applied  in  such 

.  manner  as  he  shall  deem  just  and  reasonable,  notwithstanding  the  want 

of  an  express  provision  by  law  justifying  such  application  of  the  said 

monies. 

generafto       And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  be, 

cause  suito  and  is  hereby  expressly  made  the  duty  of  the  auditor  general,  to  cause 

named       all  suits  for  debts  due  to  this  State,  other  than  debts  due  on  bonds  or 

meooeS"^  recognizances,  to  be  commenced  and  prosecuted  to  effect — 

Proviso  as      And  whereas  the  loan  officers  appointed  by  the  laws  of  the  late  colony 

to  surplus  of  New  York  before  the  revolution  have  sold  certain  lands  and  tene- 
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ments  mortgaged  to  them,  and  the  equity  of  redemption  whereof  was  in  "Ji^^j^*  ^" 
persons  with  the  enemy,  or  who  have  been  attainted  for  adhering  to  the  mortgage 
enemies  of  this  State,  and  no  provision  hath  as  yet  been  made  by  law  JiJJJirea. 
with  respect  to  the  overplus  of  monies  which  the  said  loan  officers  may 
in  consequence  of  such  sales  receive  beyond  the  amount  of  the  principal 
and  interest. — 

Be  it  tJuref ore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  bJ^Juf  *^ 
loan  officers  shall  be  and  hereby  are  declared  to  be  indebted  to  this  into  state 
State  for  the  amount  of  such  overplus  money,  and  the  same  shall  be  *''®®*'"'y' 
paid  by  the  said  loan  officers  respectively  into  the  treasury  of  this  State, 
without  any  allowance  to  be  made  in  favor  of  this  State  for  the  depre- 
ciation of  the  paper  currency. 

The  scale  referred  to  in  the  preceeding  acty  shewing  the  value  of  one  hundred  Sohedule. 
dollars  in  specie^  in  Continental  bills  of  credit  at  and  between  the  several 
times  therein  expressed,   vtzt. 


September 
October 
November 
December 

January    , 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


1777. 
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15th  ... 
ist 

15th . . . , 

1st 

15th . . . 

ist 

15th . . . 


1778. 

ist 

15th . . . . 

ist 

15th.... 

ist 

15th . . . . 

ist 

15th — 

1st 

15th . . . 

ist 

15th . . . , 

ist 

15th . . . . 

ist 

15th..., 

ist 

15th... 

1st.,. 

15th... 

ist. .  .  • 

15th... 

ist 

15th . . . 


100  January 

104 

109  February 

121  March 

127 

133  April 


139 


May 


146     June 

152 

160     July 

167 

175     August 

186       . 

203     September 

214 

230     October 

245 

265     November 

281 

303     December 

332 

348 

370 

400     January 

429 

464     February 

500 

545     March 

584 

634 

679 


1779. 

ist 

15th  . . . 
ist 

15th..., 

ist 

15th... 

ist 

15th  ..., 

ist. 

15th . . . 

ist 

15th... 

ist 

15th... 

1st 

15th . . . 

ist 

15th . . . 

ist 

15th  . . . 
ist .  .  . 

15th... 
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15th... 


1780. 

ist 

15th.... 
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15th . . . . 

ist 
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742 
796 
868 

932 
1000 
1048 
1 104 
1156 
1219 
1272 

1344 
1404 
i486 
1548 
1631 
1709 
1800 
1908 
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2151 
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riglits. 


Sales  legal- 
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to  sell 
lands  pos- 
sessed by 
tenants 
named. 
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availing 
themselves 
of  right  of 
pre-emp- 
tion. 


Commis- 
sioners 
may  Join 
with  ten- 
ant in  ap- 
praisement 
etc. 


Time 
limited. 


sioners  aforesaid,  may  dispose  of  the  same  lands,  and  disputes  may  arise 
thereby  —  for  prevention  whereof. 

VI.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  whenever  and  as  often 
as  any  person  possessed  of  such  certificates,  shall  apply  to  the  com- 
missioners of  forfeitures  for  the  purchase  of  forfeited  lands,  and  shall 
have  deposited  with  the  said  commissioners  the  requisite  sum,  the  said 
commissioners  shall  thereupon  certify  by  notice  in  writing  under  their 
hands,  the  commissioners  for  procuring  a  sum  in  specie,  thereof,  and  the 
said  commissioners  for  procuring  a  sum  in  specie  shall  not  after  such 
notice,  sell  or  otherwise  dispose  of  the  lands  specified  therein;  and  in 
like  manner  if  the  said  commissioners  to  procure  a  sum  in  specie,  shall 
have  sold,  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  or  contracted  for  the  sale,  or  other 
disposal,  of  any  forfeited  lands,  they  shall  notify  the  commissioners  of 
forfeitures  thereof,  by  notice  in  writing  under  their  hands,  and  the  said 
commissioners  of  forfeitures,  shall  not,  after  such  notice,  sell  the  lands 
specified  therein. 

And  whereas  in  and  by  the  act  for  the  amendment  of  the  law  direct- 
ing the  sales  of  forfeited  lands,  it  is  declared  that  the  commissioners 
of  forfeiture  should  not  sell  or  dispose  of  any  undivided  rights,  or  parts 
of  any  lands  or  tenements. 

And  whereas  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  for  the  western  district, 
after  the  passing  of  the  said  act,  and  before  they  were  notified  thereof, 
had  sold  certain  undivided  rights  in  certain  lands. 

VI  I.  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the 
sales  so  made  by  the  said  commissioners  last  mentioned,  shall  be,  and 
are  hereby  declared,,  to  be  legal  and  valid,  and  that  the  respective  pur- 
chasers, who  shall  have  paid  into  the  treasury  the  amount  of  the  purchase 
money,  on  or  before  the  said  first  day  of  May  next,  shall  be  entitled  to 
conveyances  for  the  same,  anything  in  the  said  act  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. And  that  such  purchasers  shall  pay  their  respective 
purchase  monies  in  such  currency,  or  in  such  treasury  certificates,  and 
at  the  same  rates,  as  are  herein  before  mentioned. 

And  whereas  no  provision  has  been  made  in  the  law  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissioners  to  procure  a  sum  in  specie  with  respect  to  ten- 
ants who  have  made  or  purchased  improvements  on  lands. 

VIII.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  autJwrity  aforesaid,  That  the  com- 
missioners appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act  for  procuring  a  sum 
in  specie,  shall  be  restricted  from  selling  or  otherwise  disposing  of  any 
lands  possessed  by  tenants,  who,  or  whose  ancestors,  testators  or  intes- 
tates, shall  have  made  or  purchased  the  improvements  thereon,  in  like 
manner  as  the  said  commissioners  of  forfeitures  are  by  law  restricted. 

And  whereas  by  the  laws  heretofore  passed  relative  to  the  sale  of  for- 
feited lands,  a  right  of  pre-emption  is  reserved  to  tenants,  who,  or  whose 
ancestors,  testators  or  intestates,  shall  have  made  or  purchased  the  im- 
provements thereon:  therefore  in  order  that  the  said  tenants  may  be 
vigilant  to  avail  themselves  of  the  said  benefit,  and  to  prevent  the  sales 
of  forfeited  lands  from  being  obstructed  by  the  claims  of  such  tenants. 

IX.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures,  upon  the  application  of  any 
such  tenant,  and  who  shall  produce  the  certificate  of  his  or  her  character 
required  by  law,  to  join  with  such  tenant  in  the  appraisment  of  the 
lands,  and  to  convey  the  same  to  the  said  tenant,  in  like  manner  as 
is  directed  by  law;  any  law  prohibiting  the  said  commissioners  of  for- 
feitures from  making  further  sales,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  And 
that  each  and  every  such  tenant  who  shall  not  have  made  such  applica- 
tion, within  four  months  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  or  within  four 
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months  after  the  attainder  of  the  respective  landlords,  if  such  attainder 
shall  happen  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  or,  after  a  lapse  of  either  of 
the  said  several  times,  previous  to  an  application  by  any  other  person 
for  the  purchase  or  mortgage  of  the  said  lands  to  the  commissioners  for 
procuring  a  sum  in  specie,  or  to  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures,  shall 
be  forever  after  barred  and  precluded  from  such  right  of  preemption, 
any  law  requiring  the  said  commissioners  of  forfeitures  to  give  previous 
'  notice  to  such-  tenant,  of  an  aplication  for  the  purpose  of  the  lands  in 
possession  of  such  tenant,  by  persons  possessed  of  certificates  granted  to 
troops  for  the  depreciation  of  their  pay,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
And  that  each  and  every  such  tenant,  who  shall  not  within  eight  months 
after  the  appraisment,  pay  into  the  treasury  the  amount  of  the  sum  at 
which  the  lands  possessed  by  such  tenant  (exclusive  of  the  improve- 
ments) shall  be  appraised,  the  tenant  so  in  default  shall  forfeit  to  this 
State  one  fourth  part  of  the  sum  at  which  the  said  lands  shall  be  so 
appraised,  to  be  recovered  by  the  said  commissioners  in  their  own 
names,  in  an  action  of  debt,  for  costs:  And  that  upon  such  payments  as 
last  aforesaid  the  certificates  herein  before  specified,  and  the  certificates 
granted  or  to  be  granted  to  the  troops  for  the  depreciation  of  their  pay, 
shall  be  received;  and  that  the  said  treasury  certificates  before  mentioned, 
shall  be  received  in  payment  from  the  possessors  of  them  respectively, 
any  former  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

X.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  no  lands  Lands  oon- 
for  the  sale  or  other  disposal  whereof  any  contract  or  engagement  hath  b^JJi^^t 
been  heretofore  made,  or  entered  into  by  the  commissioners  for  procuring  subject  to 
a  sum  in  specie.,  shall  be  subject  to  be  located  upon  certificates  granted  iJSJn  2oi- 
to  the  troops  for  the  depreciation  of  their  pay,  and  all  such  former  loca-  ^.^"IjJ^*^" 
tions  shall  with  respect  to  such  lands  be  void;  and  that  it  shall  be  lawful  *  ^     * 
for  the  commissioners  for  procuring  a  sum  in  specie  to  grant  a  further 

day  of  payment  beyond  the  time  limitted  by  law  not  exceeding  three 
months  beyond  such  time  to  any  person  to  or  with  whom  any  such 
engagement  or  contract  hath  heretofore  been  made  or  entered  into. 

XI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  neither  Farm  de- 
the  commissioners  of  forfeitures,  or  the  commissioners  for  procuring  a  JJ^'J  to^be 
sum  in  specie,  shall  be  authorized  to  proceed  to  the  sale  mortgage  or  sold ;  wife 
other  disposal  of  a  certain  farm  or  plantation,  situate  in  the  like  Bosch  S^sMne, 
in  the  district  of  Kinderhook  in  the  county  of  Albany,  forfeited  by  the  •^ 
attainder  of  Andries  Kettle  late  of  Kinderhook  aforesaid  yeoman,  until 

the  legislature  shall  by  law  make  further  provision  in  the  premisses;  and 
that  until  such  provision  shall  be  made,  Catharine  the  wife  of  the  said 
Andries  Kettle,  shall  and  may  possess  and  enjoy  the  said  farm  or  plan- 
tation, without  paying  any  rent,  or  making  any  compensation  for  the 
same  to  the  commissioners  of  sequestration,  any  law  to  the  contrary 
hereof  notwithstanding.  Provided  always,  that  if  the  said  farm  or  plan- 
tation has  been  rented  before  the  passing  of  this  act,  by  the  commis- 
sioners of  sequestration,  the  tenant  under  them  shall  and  may  possess 
such  farm  or  plantation,  until  the  term  for  which  the  same  was  rented,  is 
ended — 

And  whereas  by  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  procure  a  sum  in  specie  Proviso  as 
"  for  the  purpose  redeeming  one  sixth  part  of  the  bills  emitted  upon  the  |^/p^^i^" 
"  credit  ot  this  State,  pursuant  to  an  act  of  congress  of  the  eighteenth  "^J^'"*"  **- 
**  day   of  March   seventeen  hundred  and  eighty,  for   discharging   the  captonfof 
"  interest  of  such  bills,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  the  JJ^^jJ.^ 
legislature  made  provision  for  rewarding  the  persons  suggested  to  have 
apprehended  and  secured  the  British  deputy  adjutant  general  Major 
Andr6. 
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Aftd  whereas  since  the  passing  of  the  said  act  it  hath  appeared  to  the 

legislature,  that  David  Williams,  and  not  John  Dean,  was  one  of  the 

persons  who  so  apprehended  and  secured  the  said  Major  Andr6;  in 

order  therefore  to  rectify  the  said  mistake; 

Act  void  as      XII.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  said  act  as  to 

Deau^and  J^^'^  Dean  shall  be  null  and  void,  and  that  the  said  David  Williams 

David  wii-  shall  be  entitled  to  the  said  bounty  in  like  manner  as  if  the  name  of  him 

ciH™ed*^^"     t^^^  said  David  Williams  had  been  inserted  in  the  said  act,  instead  of 

entitled  to  the  name  of  the  said   John  Dean,  any  thing  in  the  said  act  to  the  con- 

^"°  *  ■      trary  notwithstanding. 

Com  mis-         XIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall 

co^irec?  '^  be  lawful  for  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  in  the  respective  districts, 

rents.         and  they  are  hereby  required  to  collect  and  receive  all  rents  now  due,  or 

which  may  hereafter  from  time  to  time  become  due,  on  any  lands  or 

tenements  the  reversion  or  remainder  whereof  shall  have  already  or  may 

hereafter  become  forfeited  to  the  people  of  this  State,  and  to  commence 

and  prosecute  in  their  own  names  any  action  or  actions  in  assumpsit  for 

the  recovery  of  such  rents  with  costs,  against  any  person  from  whom 

such  rents  were  or  may  become  due  or  owing,  or  their  respective  heirs, 

executors  or  administrators  upon  a  quantum  meruit  for  the  use  and 

occupation  of  the  lands  possessed  by  the  said  persons  respectively;  and 

the  jury  upon  the  trial  shall  find  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiffs  for  such  sum 

as  shall  be  proved  to  them  would  have  been  a  reasonable  rent  for  the 

lands  during  the  time  they  were  possessed  by  the  defendant,  his  or  her 

ancestor,  testator  or  intestate,  so  as  the  damages  so  to  be  assessed,  shall 

not  exceed  the  whole  value  of  the  rent  which  the  defendant  shall  prove 

to  have  been  reserved  and  to  have  become  due  while  such  defendant 

his  or  her  ancestor  testator  or  intestate  was  in  possession  of  such  lands, 

and  to  be  then  unpaid 

Not  to  Provided  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  authorize 

For  rente*  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  to  receive  or  prosecute, for  any  rents 

paid  com-  reserved  by  the  commissioners  of  sequestration,  but  that  such  rents  shall 

SsequSJ^  be  received  and  recovered  as  if  the  act  had  never  been  made. 

tratloD.  jifij  7vhereas  John  H.   Sleght    of    Rumbout  precinct    in    Dutchess 

toTands**  county  in  the  year  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy  seven  conveyed  a 

conveyed    certain  messuage  and  farm  thereunto  belonging  in  the  precinct  afore- 

sieght  and  said  and  now  in  his  possession,  to  John  Kane  since  attainted  of  adhering 

nessoiT^"   ^°  ^^  enemies  of  this  State;  and  the  said  John  Kane  at  the  time  of  the 

part  of       conveyance  promised,  to  the  said  John  H.  Sleght  that  he  should  retain 

Kra*^        the  possession  of  the  said  premisses  at  a  reasonable  rent  during  the  war. 

And  whereas  this  State  is  indebted  to  the  said  John  H.  Sleght  for 

monies  taken  on  loan,  without  the  means  conveniently  to  discharge  either 

the  principal  or  interest 

Commis-         XIV.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  cora- 

to^8ei"sa?d  missioners  of  forfeitures  for  the  middle  district,  or  the  commissioners 

lands         appointed  to  procure  a  sum  in  specie,  shall  not  sell  or  in  any  otherwise 

dispose  of  the  said  messuage  and  farm  now  in  the  possession  of  the  said 

John  H.  Sleght,  without  the  consent  of  the  said  John  H.  Sleght,  until 

the  legislature  shall  make  further  provision  in  the  premisses. 

Proviso  as       Afid  whercas  the  agent,  of  William  Zimmer  late  of  Schoharie  in  the 

zJramer*"*  county  of  Albany  now  with  the  enemy,  and  indicted  for  adhering  to  the 

thi°^  ^?     enemies  of  this  State,  hath  by  petition  represented  to  the  legislature  that 

enemy.  ^^  ^^.^  William  Zimmer  went  to  the  enemy  by  compulsion  and   not 

voluntarily  and  that  proof  hath  been  obtained  by  the  said  agent  since 

the  taking  of  the  indictment. 
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XV.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  neither  the  hib  real 
commissioners  of  forfeitures,  or  the  commissioners  for  procuring  a  sum  JJ^jJi^goW. 
in  specie,  or  the  commissioners  of  sequestration,  shall  proceed  to  the  sale 
mortgage  or  other  disposal  of  the  real  or  personal  estate  of  the  said 
William  Zimmer,  forfeited  in  pursuance  of  the  act  entitled  An  act  for 
the  forfeiture  and  sale  of  the  estates  of  persons  who  have  adhered  to  the 
enemies  of  this  State,  and  for  declaring  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  of 
this  State  in  respect  to  all  property  within  the  same,  passed  the  twenty 
third  of  October,  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy  nine,  until  the  legisla- 
ture shall  by  law  make  further  provision  in  the  premisses* 


LAWS  PASSED  AT  POUGHKEEPSIE  IN  THE  THIRD  MEET- 
ING OF  THE  FOURTH  SESSION  OF  THE  LEGISLATURE. 

CHAP.  52. 

AN  ACT  for  repealing  the  embargo  laws,  and  for  remitting  all 
penalties  under  them,  and  to  repeal  the  law  prohibiting  the 
distilling  of  spirituous  liquors  from  grain. 

Passed  the  27th  of  June,  1781. 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorky  represented  in  Laws  re- 
Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  aut/iority  of  the  same,  pealed. 
That  all  laws  of  this  State  which  lay  an  embargo  on  the  exportation  of 
flour  meal  or  grain  out  of  this  State,  so  far  forth  as  the  same  or  either 
of  them  do  lay  such  embargo,  shall  be  and  hereby  are  repealed  —  That  Penalties 
all  forfeitures  and  penalties  under  the  said  laws  or  any  of  them,  for  or  r®™*'^**- 
by  reason  of  an  exportation,  or  an  attempt  to  export  any  flour  meal  or 
grain  out  of  this  State  contrary  to  the  said  laws,  or  either  of   them, 
except  in  cases  where  seizures  have  already  been  made,  and  except 
in    case  where   suits   have   already   been   commenced,    and   are    now 
depending  for  the  recovery  of  any  such  forfeiture  or  penalty,  shall  be 
and  hereby  are  remitted. —  That  in  all  cases  where  seizures  have  been  cases 
made  and  no  adjudication  had  thereon,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  parties  X\w^^miy^' 
to  compound,  and  the  forfeiture  which  accrued  to  the  State  shall  there-  compound, 
upon  be  and  is  hereby  remitted.     And  in  case  such  composition  shall  **^* 
not  take  place,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  party  who  made  the  seizure  to 
prosecute  to  an  adjudication  in  like  manner  as  if  this  law  had  not  been 
made;  and  the  forfeiture  which  shall  accrue  to  the  State,  if  the  flour 
meal  or  grain  shall  be  condemned  shall  notwithstanding  be  and  is  hereby 
remitted —  That  in  all  cases  where  such  suits  are  depending,  it  shall  in 
like  manner  be  lawful  for  the  parties  to  compound,  and  such  part  of  the 
penalty  ^s  accrued  to  the  State  shall  thereupon  be  and  is  hereby  re- 
mitted; and  if  *  *  *  such  composition  shall  not  take  place,  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  plaintiff  to  prosecute  to  judgment  in  like  manner  as  if  this  law 
had  not  been  made;  and  in  case  judgment  shall  pass  for  the  plaintiff, 
such   part  of  the  penalty  as  accrued  to  the  State,  shall  notwithstanding 
be  and  is  hereby  remitted,  and  the  court  shall  award  judgment  only  for 
such  part  of  the  penalty  as  accrued  to  the  plaintiff,  together  with  costs 
of  suit,  if  the  plaintif  would  have  been  entitled  to  costs  had  this  law 
not  have  been  made  —  And  that  in  all  cases  where  flour  meal  or  grain  Adjodica- 
have  been  seized  and  adjudged  forfeited  under  the  said  laws,  or  either  ^^onsin 
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cases         of  them,  every  such  adjudication,  except  in  cases  where  writs  of  cer- 
Te^uzed.    tiorari  have  already  been  brought  for  the  removal  of  such  adjudications 

shall  be  and  hereby  are  declared  good  and  legal,  notwithstanding  any 

defects  or  erroneous  proceedings  in  such  adjudication. 
Act  named      II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  act 
repeaie  .    g^|.jtig^  "  ^^  ^id  to  prohibit  the  distilling  of  spirituous  liquors  from 

grain  "  passed  the  second  day  of  March  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy 

nine,  shall  be  and  hereby  is  repealed. 


CHAP.  53. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Brown. 

Passed  the  27th  of  June,  1781. 

Preamble.  WHEREAS  Jonathan  Brown  of  Fredericksburgh  precinct,  in  the 
county  of  Dutchess  yeoman,  was  by  the  act  of  God  prevented  from 
making  payment  in  the  time  required  by  law  for  a  farm  in  the  said  pre- 
cinct by  him  purchased  of  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  for  the  mid- 
dle district,  and  hath  by  petition  prayed  relief  in  the  premisses. 
Discharged  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  th€  State  of  New  York  represented  in 
ajtiesf  etc.  Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted-  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 
That  the  said  Jonathan  Brown  shall  be  and  is  hereby  discharged  from 
all  penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  or  forfeited  by  the  nonpayment  of 
the  purchase  money  of  the  said  farm,  within  the  time  limitted  by  law  for 
that  purpose;  And  that  the  said  commissioners  do  on  receiving  the  said 
purchase  money  convey  to  the  said  Jonathan  Brown  the  said  farm  in 
like  manner  as  if  the  said  purchase  money,  had  been  paid  within  the 
time  by  law  limitted  for  that  purpose.  Provided  that  the  pa)rments  be 
compleated  within  ten  days  after  the  passing  of  this  act. 


CHAP.  54. 

AN  ACT  for  obtaining  a  supply  of  flour  for  the  army. 

Passed  the  29th  of  July,  1781. 

Act  to  be  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in 
fnto*exe-  ^^^^l^  ^^^  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
oution.  That  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  procuring  a  quantity  of  wheat  by  an 
auSn^^  equal  tax  in  kind,"  passed  the  twenty  seventh  day  of  March  last,  shall 
tiona.  forthwith  be  carried  into  execution,  subject  to  the  alterations  herein  after 
Forfeiture,  mentioned,  that  is  to  say: — That  each  person  who  shall  not,  within  the 
•**'•  time  limited,  deliver  the  quantity  of  wheat  at  which  he  or  she  shall  be 

taxed,  shall,  instead  of  double  the  value  of  the  wheat  as  specified  in  the 
said  act,  forfeit  the  sum  of  twelve  shillings  in  gold  or  silver  for  each  bushel 
not  delivered,  and  in  every  case  where  a  conviction  shall  be  had  a 
special  clause  shall  be  inserted  by  the  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  execu- 
tion requiring  the  said  penalty  to  be  levied  in  gold  and  silver —  that  in 
cases  of  abatements  by  the  supervisor  the  respective  persons  shall  not- 
withstanding be  liable  to  pay  the  several  quantities  of  wheat  abated, 
under  the  penalty  herein  before  mentioned,  so  as  the  said  persons  shall 
not  be  compelled  to  deliver  the  wheat  so  abated  before  the  tenth  day  of 
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August  next. — That  such  part  of  the  said  act  as  authorize's  persons  who  Part  re* 
may  be  taxed  not  exceeding  one  bushel  of  wheat,  to  pay  paper  currency  p^^^^- 
instead  of  wheat  shall  be  repealed  —  That  in  all  cases  it  shall  be  lawful,  Paymenu 
at  any  time  before  the  expiration  of  the  said  time  limitted  to  pay  monies  JS^de^fn 
in  gold  or  silver  instead  of  wheats  at  the  rate  of  eight  shillings  in  gold  t^^id  or 
or  silver  for  each  bushel  of  wheat,  and  further  that  it  shall  be  lawful  sto^  of 
for  each  person  who  shall  be  taxed  exceeding  five  bushels  of  wheat,  to  ^*»e*t- 
deliver  flour  instead  of  wheat  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  weight  of 
flour  for  every  two  and  an  half  bushels  of  wheat.     That  the  respective  Persons 
persons  who  have  furnished  wheat  in  pursuance  of  the  act  entitled  "An  {Jjy'no^ 
act  more  effectually  to  draw  forth  the  quota  of  supplies  allotted  to  this  with£rtand- 
State,  to  procure  further  supplies,  and  to  repeal  the  laws  prohibiting  the  have  not 
exportation  of  flour  meal  and  grain  out  of  tjiis  State,  and  the  purchases  f^* S^^jj^ 
of  flour  meal  and  wheat  with  intent  to  be  sold  again  "  passed  the  twenty  or  wheat 
second  day  of  September  last,  shall  be  liable  to  pay  the  several  quanti-  Jnder  act 
ties  of  wheat  at  which  they  are  respectively  taxed  notwithstanding  the  named, 
said  persons  may  not  have  been  paid  for  the  flour  or  wheat  furnished 
by  them  in  consequence  of  the  said  act  passed  the  twenty  second  day 
of  September  last,  so  as  they  shall  not  be  compelled  to  deliver  the  flour 
or  wheat  at  which  they  shall  be  taxed  in  consequence  of  the  said  act 
passed  thp  twenty  seventh  day  of  March  last  before  the  first  day  of 
September  next.  *  *  And  provided  further  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  May  make 
said  persons  to  pay  the  certificates  which  they  may  have  respectively  fnSitm- 
received  for  the  flour  or  wheat  furnished  by  them  in  consequence  of  the  cates. 
said  act  passed  twenty  second  day  of  September  last,  instead  of  the 
wheat  which  they  may  be  respectively  taxed  in  pursuance  of  the  said 
act  passed  the  twenty  seventh  day  of  March  last,  at  the  rate  of  twelve 
shillings  of  the  sum  specified  in  such  certificate  for  each  bushel  of  wheat 
at  which  they  may  be  respectively  taxed — That  such  part  of  the  said  act  Part  of  act 
passed  the  twenty  seventh  day  of  March  last  as  directs  the  agent  to  "p®*^®**- 
apply  the  monies  which  may  come  to  his  hands  in  pursuance  of  the  said 
act  to  the  payment  of    the  said  certificates  last  mentioned  shall  be 
repealed  and  that  the  monies,  which  may  come  to  the  hands  of  the  said 
agent  in  pursuance  of  this  act  and  afising  from  payments  in  specie  in- 
stead of  wheat,  shall  be  applied  by  the  said  agent,  in  purchasing  wheat 
or  flour,  and  to  no  other  purpose  whatever. 


CHAP.  55. 

AN  ACT  for  the  further  direction  of  the  auditors  appointed  to 
liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  troops  of  this.  State  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Passed  the  29th  of  June,  1781. 

JBe  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  part  of  act 
Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  JJSJ^ 
That  so  much  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  extend  to  the  several  per-  ^ 
sons  therein  named  the  benefit  of  the  law  for  making  compensation  to 
the  troops  for  the  depreciation  of  their  pay,  and  for   other  purposes 
therein  mentioned,"  as  prohibits  the  auditors  appointed  to  liquidate  and 
settle  the  accounts  of  the  troops  of  this  State  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  from  liquidating  any  accounts  of,  or  granting  certificates 
to  any  commission  officers,  other  than  such  as  belong  to  the  line  of  this 
State  be  hereby  revealed. 
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Proviso  as 
to  soldiers 
not  having 
settled 
resideDoe 
but  cred- 
ited to  this 
State. 

Their 
accounts 
to  be 
settled. 


Accounts 
of  brigade 
nudor 
to  be  set- 
tled. 


Ibid,  of 
soldiers 
in  Invalid 
corps. 


Ibid,  of 
regiment 
com- 
manded 
by  Colonel 
Brown, 
etc. 


And  whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  the  legislature,  that  several 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  now  serving,  or  heretofore  having 
served,  in  the  corps  of  artillery  and  inlisted  for  three  years  or  during 
the  war,  had  no  settled  residence  in  this  or  any  other  of  the  United 
States,  but  being  enlisted  in  this  State,  have  been  uniformly  returned 
and  credited  as  part  of  the  quota  of  this  State. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  audi- 
tors shall  and  may  liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  said  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates  now  serving  or  heretofore  having 
served  in  the  corps  of  artillery  aforesaid,  and  issue  certificates  to  them 
respectively  or  their  respective  representatives  in  'like  manner  as  the 
said  auditors  would  have  been  authorized  to  liquidate  and  settle  the 
accounts  of  the  said  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  and  issue 
certificates  to  them  or  their  representatives,  if  such  service  had  been  per- 
formed in  the  line  of  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  said  auditors  to  liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts 
of  the  brigade  major  of  the  artillery,  and  grant  certificates  in  like  man- 
ner as  they  are  directed  to  liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  of  and  grant 
certificates  to  the  troops  of  this  State,  provided  it  shall  appear  to  the 
said  auditors  that  such  brigade  major  was  an  inhabitant  of  this  State  at 
the  time  of  his  engaging  to  serve  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said 
auditors  shall  liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  of  such  officers,  non-comis- 
sioned  officers  and  privates  as  now  are  serving  in  any  of  the  invalid 
corps,  established  by  acts  of  the  honorable  congress  of  the  United  States, 
who  were  returned  and  credited  as  part  of  the  quota  of  this  State  and 
were  at  the  time  they  engaged  or  inlisted  in  corps  in  which  they  originally 
served  inhabitants  of  this  State,  and  grant  certificates  to  such  officers, 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  in  like  manner  as  if  they  respec- 
tively belonged  to  the  line  of  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said 
auditors  shall  and  may  audit  the  accounts  of,  and  grant  certificates  to 
such  officers  and  privates  of  the  regiment  of  artificers  commanded  by 
Colonel  Baldwin,  and  of  the  company  of  artificers  commanded  by 
Captain  Anthony  Post  and  who  are  annexed  to  the  corps  of  artillery, 
as  were  inhabitants  of  this  State  at  the  time  they  engaged  or  enlisted  as 
officers  or  privates  aforesaid,  and  who  originally  engaged  or  inlisted  for 
the  term  of  three  years  or  during  the  war,  and  that  the  said  auditors  in 
settling  the  accounts  aforesaid  shall  liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  of 
the  officers  and  privates  of  Colonel  Baldwin's  regiment  agreeable  to  the 
establishment  of  pay  at  which  the  State  of  Connecticut  have  settled 
with  the  regimented  artificers  of  that  State  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  such  accounts  of  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  said 
Anthony  Post's  company  be  liquidated  and  settled  agreeable  to  what 
was  the  establishment  of  the  pay  of  artificers  in  the  month  of  July,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  seven. 
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CHAP.  56. 

AN  ACT  to  carry  into  effect  an  act  of  the  honorable  congress  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  relative  to  the  marking  of  certain 
bills  of  credit  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  30ih  of  June,  1781. 

Whereas  the  honorable  congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  Preamble, 
on  the  second  day  of  this  present  month  of  June,  did  resolve  in  the 
words  following,  that  is  to  say, 

**  Resolved  That  all  bills  of  credit  which  issue  in  pursuance  of  the  Resolution 
"  act  of  the  eighteenth  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  Jj^g*}^ 
"  eighty,  in  any  of  the  States  after  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the  cited. 
"  time  the  interest  on  such  bills  begins  to  be  computed,  be  marked  by 
*'  writing  or  stamping  before  they  are  issued,  with  the  words  or  charac- 
"  ters,  '*  ln\  p**.  one  year  " —  That  such  of  the  said  bills  as  have  already 
"  issued,  or  may  issue  in  the  course  of  a  year,  from  the  time  interest  be- 
'*  gins  to  be  computed  on  them,  be,  when  such  interest  is  paid,  marked  in 
"  like  manner;  to  prevent  the  necessity  and  expence  of  exchanging  them." 

In  order  therefore  to  carry  the  said  act  of  the  honorable  congress  of 
the  United  States  into  effect  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the   State  of  Neui  York^    represented  Treasurer 
in  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  wii?o?^ 
same^  That  the  treasurer  of  this  State  shall  by  stamping  with  the  words  credu  be- 
or  characters,  **  Int.  p^  one  year,"  mark,  previous  to  their  being  paid  inJ^Eem 
out  of  the  treasury,  all  such  bills  of    credit  as  are  above  mentioned,  ®"*- 
which  shall  not  previously  have  been  marked  by  him  the  said  treasurer, 
or  by  the  loan  officer  of  the  United  States  within  this  State,  and  which 
may  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  State  after  the  passing  of  this 
act,  and  that  such  bills  as  aforesaid  as  have  already  issued,  when  the  in- 
terest thereof  is  paid,  be  marked  in  like  manner,  by  the  treasurer,  and 
returned  to  the  persons  respectively,  to  whom  such  interest  shall  be 
paid,  any  thing  in  any  former  law,  directing  such  bills  on  which  interest 
shall  be  paid  to  be  cancelled  and  new  bills  to  be  emitted  in  their  stead, 
in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and  To  pay 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  treasurer  of  this  State  forthwith  after  the  wiu!***^" 
passing  of  this  act,  out  of  any  gold  or  silver  which  may  be  in  the 
treasury  to  pay  and  discharge  the  interest  on  any  of  the  said  bills,  which 
became  due  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  June  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  eighty  one,  emitted  as  aforesaid  previous  to  the 
passing  of  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  treasurer  Not  to  pav 
of  this  State  shall  not,  after  the  passing  of  this  act  pay  out  any  of  the  the  bfils^ 
bills  of  credit  of  this  State,  issued  in  pursuance  of  the  "  Act  for  emitting  ^JSked^"^ 
monies  upon  the  credit  of  this  State,"  passed  the  twenty  seventh  day  of 
March  last,  until  he  shall  have  marked  every  such  bill  in  like  manner  as 
is  above  directed  and  in  all  payments  thereafter  to  be  made  by  him  in 
the  bills  last  aforesaid,  the  interest  thereon  shall  be  computed  from  the 
fifteenth  day  of  June  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  one. 
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tled. 


Ibid,  of 
soldiers 
in  invalid 
corps. 


Ibid,  of 
regiment 
com- 
manded 
by  Colonel 
Brown, 
etc. 


And  whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  the  legislature,  that  several 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  now  serving,  or  heretofore  having 
served,  in  the  corps  of  artillery  and  inlisted  for  three  years  or  during 
the  war,  had  no  settled  residence  in  this  or  any  other  of  the  United 
States,  but  being  enlisted  in  this  State,  have  been  uniformly  returned 
and  credited  as  part  of  the  quota  of  this  State. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  audi- 
tors shall  and  may  liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  said  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates  now  serving  or  heretofore  having 
served  in  the  corps  of  artillery  aforesaid,  and  issue  certificates  to  them 
respectively  or  their  respective  representatives  in  'like  manner  as  the 
said  auditors  would  have  been  authorized  to  liquidate  and  settle  the 
accounts  of  the  said  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  and  issue 
certificates  to  them  or  their  representatives,  if  such  service  had  been  per- 
formed in  the  line  of  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  said  auditors  to  liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts 
of  the  brigade  major  of  the  artillery,  and  grant  certificates  in  like  man- 
ner as  they  are  directed  to  liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  of  and  grant 
certificates  to  the  troops  of  this  State,  provided  it  shall  appear  to  the 
said  auditors  that  such  brigade  major  was  an  inhabitant  of  this  State  at 
the  time  of  his  engaging  to  serve  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said 
auditors  shall  liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  of  such  officers,  non-comis- 
sioned  officers  and  privates  as  now  are  serving  in  any  of  the  invaUd 
corps,  established  by  acts  of  the  honorable  congress  of  the  United  States, 
who  were  returned  and  credited  as  part  of  the  quota  of  this  State  and 
were  at  the  time  they  engaged  or  inlisted  in  corps  in  which  they  originally 
served  inhabitants  of  this  State,  and  grant  certificates  to  such  officers, 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  in  like  manner  as  if  they  respec- 
tively belonged  to  the  line  of  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said 
auditors  shall  and  may  audit  the  accounts  of,  and  grant  certificates  to 
such  officers  and  privates  of  the  regiment  of  artificers  commanded  by 
Colonel  Baldwin,  and  of  the  company  of  artificers  commanded  by 
Captain  Anthony  Post  and  who  are  annexed  to  the  corps  of  artillery, 
as  were  inhabitants  of"  this  State  at  the  time  they  engaged  or  enlisted  as 
officers  or  privates  aforesaid,  and  who  originally  engaged  or  inlisted  for 
the  term  of  three  years  or  during  the  war,  and  that  the  said  auditors  in 
settling  the  accounts  aforesaid  shall  liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  of 
the  officers  and  privates  of  Colonel  Baldwin's  regiment  agreeable  to  the 
establishment  of  pay  at  which  the  State  of  Connecticut  have  settled 
with  the  regimented  artificers  of  that  State  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  such  accounts  of  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  said 
Anthony  Post's  company  be  liquidated  and  settled  agreeable  to  what 
was  the  establishment  of  the  pay  of  artificers  in  the  month  of  July,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  seven. 
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CHAP.  56. 

AN  ACT  to  carry  into  effect  an  act  of  the  honorable  congress  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  relative  to  the  marking  of  certain 
bills  of  credit  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  30th  of  June,  1781. 

Whereas  the  honorable  congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  Preamble. 
on  the  second  day  of  this  present  month  of  June,  did  resolve  in  the 
words  following,  that  is  to  say, 

"  Resolved  That  all  bills  of  credit  which  issue  in  pursuance  of  the  Resolution 
"  act  of  the  eighteenth  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ^l^^e- 
"  eighty,  in  any  of  the  States  after  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the  cited. 
"  lime  the  interest  on  such  bills  begins  to  be  computed,  be  marked  by 
''writing  or  stamping  before  they  are  issued,  with  the  words  or  charac- 
"ters,  '*  In*,  p^  one  year  " — That  such  of  the  said  bills  as  have  already 
"issued,  or  may  issue  in  the  course  of  a  year,  from  the  time  interest  be- 
'*  gins  to  be  computed  on  them,  be,  when  such  interest  is  paid,  marked  in 
"like  manner;  to  prevent  the  necessity  and  expence  of  exchanging  them." 

In  order  therefore  to  carry  the  said  act  of  the  honorable  congress  of 
the  United  States  into  effect  — 

£e  i/  enacted  by  the  People   of  the   State  of  New  York^   represented  "TrwrnTer 
in  Seriate  and  Assembly  y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  wilsolT^ 
samcy  That  the  treasurer  of  this  State  shall  by  stamping  with  the  words  credit  be- 
or  characters,  **  Int.  p^  one  year,"  mark,  previous  to  their  being  paid  ing^fiem 
out  of  the  treasury,  all  such  bills  of   credit  as  are  above  mentioned,  °"*- 
which  shall  not  previously  have  been  marked  by  him  the  said  treasurer, 
or  by  the  loan  officer  of  the  United  States  within  this  State,  and  which 
may  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  State  after  the  passing  of  this 
act,  and  that  such  bills  as  aforesaid  as  have  already  issued,  when  the  in- 
terest thereof  is  paid,  be  marked  in  like  manner,  by  the  treasurer,  and 
returned  to  the  persons  respectively,  to  whom  such  interest  shall  be 
paid,  any  thing  in  any  former  law,  directing  such  bills  on  which  interest 
shall  be  paid  to  be  cancelled  and  new  bills  to  be  emitted  in  their  stead, 
in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  aut/writy  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and  To  pay 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  treasurer  of  this  State  forthwith  after  the  wlis!^'*^'^ 
passing  of  this  act,  out  of  any  gold  or  silver  which  may  be  in  the 
treasury  to  pay  and  discharge  the  interest  on  any  of  the  said  bills,  which 
became  due  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  June  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  eighty  one,  emitted  as  aforesaid  previous  to  the 
passing  of  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  treasurer  Not  to  pav 
of  this  State  shall  not,  after  the  passing  of  this  act  pav  out  any  of  the  thebSU 
bills  of  credit  of  this  State,  issued  in  pursuance  of  the  *  Act  for  emitting  JJSkV"^ 
monies  upon  the  credit  of  this  State,"  passed  the  twenty  seventh  day  of 
March  last,  until  he  shall  have  marked  every  such  bill  in  like  manner  as 
is  above  directed  and  in  all  payments  thereafter  to  be  made  by  him  in 
the  bills  last  aforesaid,  the  interest  thereon  shall  be  comjjuted  from  the 
fifteenth  day  of  June  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  one. 
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CHAP.  57. 

AN  ACT  for  raising  a  tax  in  specie  and  a  tax  in  paper  currency 

Passed  the  30th  of  June,  1781. 

Tax  levied.      Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 
That  there  shall  be  levied  by  tax,  agreeable  to  the  apportionment  which 
was  made  for  raising  the  sum  of  two  million  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars directed  to  be  raised  between  the  first  day  of  July  and  the  first  day 
of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty,  by  the  act  entitled  An  act  approving  of  the  act  of  congress  of 
the  eighteenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty, 
relative  to  the  finances  of  the  United  "  States,  and  making  provision  for 
redeeming  the  proportion  of  this  State  of  the  bills  of  credit  to  be  emitted 
in  pursuance  of  the  said  act  of  congress,"  *  *  *  at  the  rate  of  eight  shil- 
lings and  six  pence  in  specie,  and  four  dollars  in  paper  currency,  for  every 
hundred  dollars  of  the  tax  which  upon  the  said  apportionment  was  ap- 
portioned to  the  respective  wards  towns  manors  districts  and  precincts — 
Super*        That  the  supervisors  clerks  in  the  several  counties,  shall  forthwith  after 
cierS  to     the  passing  of  this  act,  by  special  messengers  to  be  employed  for  the 
periSore     purpose  cause  the  several  supervisors  in  the  county  to  be  served  with  a 
by  special  notice  in  writing  containing  the  sum  which  upon  such  apportionment 
S»^""     ^^^  apportioned  to  the  respective  wards  town  manors  districts  and 
Super-       precincts  —  That  the  supervisor  shall  forthwith  convene  the  assessors 
convene     ^^^  the  purpose  of  making  the  assessments — That  the  assessors  shall 
Mseawors ;  immediately  thereupon  proceed  to  assess  the  several  actual  residents 
mente'to    within  the  ward  town  manor  district  or  precinct  and  shall  assess  each 
be  made,    person,  at  what  may  be  deemed  the  value  of  the  real  estate  in  the  pos- 
session of  such  person  within  the  ward  town  manor  district  or  precinct, 
and  at  what  may  be  deemed  the  value,  over  and  above  all  debts  or  de- 
mands, of  the  personal  estate  of  such  person, 
to  M'nM>n8       Provided  nevertheless  that  where  any  persons  have  had  their  houses 
whose        or  other  buildings  destroyed  by  the  enemy  during  the  war,  or  where 
bave  inieii  ^my  person  is  possessed  of  a  farm  so  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  the 
destroyed   enemy  as  that  the  same  cannot  be  improved  to  the  usual  advantage,  it 
etc.  shall  be  lawful  for  the  assessors,  to  assess  the  personal  estate  of  such 

person  at  such  sum  as  the  assessors,  upon  consideration  of  the  circum- 
stances of  such  person,  shall  judge  reasonable,  although  such  sum  may 
AsM«»-       not  amount  to  the  value  of  such  personal  estate  —  That  the  assessors 
^Inpieted  shall  compleat  the  assessment-roll  with  convenient  speed  and  as  soon 
iivered"to    ^^  ^^^  same  shall  be  compleated  they  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  delivered 
supervisor;  to  the  supervisor  who  shall  thereupon  make  out  a  tax  list  agreeable 
form  of,     t]^ereto  —  That  the  assessment-roll  and  tax  list  shall  be  respectively  of 
the  form  and  upon  the  plan  contained  in  the  several  schedules  number 
one  and  number  two  hereunto  annexed. —  That  the   amount  of  the 
monies  to  be  inserted  in  the  tax  list,  as  and  for  the  tax  in  specie,  to  be 
paid  by  each  respective  person  shall  bear  such  proportion  to  the  amount 
of  the  sum  at  which  such  person  shall  be  assessed,  as  the  whole  sum  in 
specie  to  be  raised  within  the  ward  town  manor  district  or  precinct 
doth  bear  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  assessments  thereof,  and  a  like 
proportion  shall  be  observed  in  inserting  the  amount  of  the  monies  to 
Tax  list  to  be  paid  as  and  for  the  tax  in  paper  currency  —  That  forthwith  after  the 
^  **®"        tax  list  shall  be  so  compleated  and  the  same  shall  br  signed  by  tl>e  super- 
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visor,  he  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  delivered  to  the  collector,  who  shall  Uvered  to 
within  six  weeks  thereafter  collect  the  tax  therein  specified,  and  in  de-  Sud^coneo- 
fault  of  payment,  then  to  proceed  to  distress  and  sale  of  goods  and  ^<>'*™«^«- 
chatties,  or  for  the  want  of  goods  and  chatties,  then  to  a  suit  in  his  own 
name,  in  like  manner  as  was  directed  with  respect  to  the  said  sum  of 
two  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars —  That  whenever  distress  and 
sale  shall  be  made  for  non  payment  of  the  tax  in  specie,  gold  and  silver 
only  and  no  other  kind  of  money  shall  be  received  in  payment  on  such 
sales,  and  that  whenever  any  suit  shall  be  commenced  by  a  collector,  by 
reason  of  the  non  payment  of  the  tax  in  specie,  the  justice  shall  give 
judgement  for,  and  insert  a  special  clause  in  the  execution  for  levying,  the 
sum  for  which  judgment  shall  be  given,  exclusive  of  costs,  in  in  gold  or 
silver.      That  the  collector  shall  pay  into  the  county  treasury  the  monies  Moneys  to 
they  may  respectively  receive  as  and  for  the  taxes  to  be  raised  in  |>«  pa»<i 
pursuance  of  this  act,  never  retaining  in  their  possession  respectively,  of  county 
the  tax  in  specie,  a  sum  exceeding  fifty  pounds,  and  of  the  tax  in  paper  ^"""n^- 
currency  a  sum  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds — That  the  col-  collectors* 
lectors  shall  severally  be  allowed,  and  hereby  are  authorized  to  retain  '®^- 
the  same  in  their  hands,  out  of  the  taxes  they  shall  respectively  so  col- 
lect, a  poundage  of  six  pence  in  the  pound  for  their  services  in  collect- 
ing the  said  several  taxes,  and  paying  the  same  into  the  county  treas- 
ury— That  the  several  county  treasurers  shall  be  allowed,  and  hereby  are  Treasurers' 
authorized  to  retain  the  same  in  their  hands  out  of  the  monies  they  '®^- 
shall  respectively  receive  from  the  collectors,  a  commission  of  one  quar- 
ter per  cent  for  their  services  in  receiving  the  said  several  taxes  and 
paying  the  same  into  the  treasury  of  the  State  —  That  the  several  col- 
lectors shall  retain  their  poundage  for  collecting  the  specie  tax  out  of 
the  specie  collected  for  the  same,  and  his  poundage  for  collecting  the 
tax  in  paper  currency  out  of  the  said  paper  currency;    and  that   the 
several  county  treasurers  shall  also  in  like  manner  retain  their  commis- 
sions out  of  the  said  specie  and  paper  currency  respectively  —  That  the  Allowance 
supervisors  and  assessors  shall  be  allowed  for  their  services,  and  exclus-  Ji^re^etc. 
ive  of  the  expence  of  clerks,  messengers  and  other  incidental  matters, 
each  the  sum  of  six  shillings  in  specie  or  an  equivalent  in  paper  cur- 
rency, for  every  day  they  shall  be  severally  employed  in  the  execution 
of  this  act,  which  wages  and  incidental  expences,  and  the  expence  of 
the  special  messengers  to  be  employed  by  the  supervisor's  clerk-  as 
above  mentioned,  shall  be  paid  as  the  other  contingent  charges  of  the 
county,  to  be  charged  nevertheless  to  the  ward  town  manor  district  or 
precinct  in  which  the  same  shall  arise  —  That  if  any  supervisor,  asses-  Penalty  for 
sor,  collector,  or  supervisor's  clerk,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  do  or  per-  °^\®^'  °' 
form  any  of  the  duties  required  of  him  by  this  act,  the  person  so  offend-  duty;  re- 
ing  shall  forfeit  for  each  offence  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  in  gold  or  SS**^^'' 
silver,  to  be  recovered  by  the  treasurer  of  the  county  by  suit  in  his  own 
name,  with  costs,  before    any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  in  a 
summary  way,  and  the  justice  before  whom  such  suit  shall  be  com- 
menced shall  by  a  special  clause  to  be  inserted  in  the  execution  direct 
the  said  penalty  to  be  levied  in  gold  or  silver —  That  every  such  execu-  Bzeoution. 
tion  shall  be  directed  to  the  sherif  of  the  county  and  shall  be  made 
returnable  in  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  the  county  in  the  next 
term  ensuing  the  test  of  such  execution,  and  the  plaintif  shall  be  entitled 
to  a  like  remedy  to  enforce  the  service  and  return  of  such  execution  and 
for  the  recovery  of  the  monies  to  be  levied  on  such  execution,  as  in 
case  of  his  own   private  suit,  and  as  if  such  suit  had  been  originally 
commenced  in  the  said  court,  and  the  sherif  shall  be  allowed  a  pound- 
age of  two  shillings  in  the  pound  upon  the  service  of  such  execution — 
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And  if  such  execution  shall  be  returned  unexecuted,  either  in  the  whole 
or  in  part,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  and  for  such  court  to  proceed  and  award 
farther  process  of  execution,  in  like  manner  as  if  the  judgment  had 
been  originally  entered  in  such  court — That  the  treasurer  of  the  county 
may  upon  the  recovery  of  any  such  penalty  retain  for  his  own  use  and 
as  a  compensation  for  his  trouble  and  expences  in  the  prosecution 
thereof,  ten  per  cent  on  the  sum  recovered  and  received  by  him,  and 
the  residue  of  the  said  penalty  is  hereby  declared  to  be  forfeited  to  this 
State,  and  as  such  shall  be  paid  by  the  said  county  treasurer  into  the 
treasury  of  the  State  —  That  if  any  person  shall  by  the  space  of  three 
days  after  a  conviction  persist  in  neglecting  or  refusing  to  do  or  per- 
form any  duty  required  by  this  act,  the  same  shall  be  considered  as  a 
new  offence  —  and  it  i^  hereby  expressly  made  the  duty  of  the  county 
treasurer,  in  all  cases  of  such  refusal  or  neglect  as  aforesaid  to  sue  and 
prosecute  for  such  penalty  —  That  continental  bills  issued  previous  to 
the  eighteenth  day  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty, 
bills  of  credit  emitted  by  the  authority  of  the  late  colony  of  New  York, 
or  by  the  authority  of  any  provincial  congress  of  the  said  late  colony 
or  by  the  convention  of  this  State,  prior  to  the  fifteenth  day  of  June 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  at  the  rate  af  one  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  dollars  of  the  said  bills  for  one  dollar  of  the  said  tax, 
bills  issued  upon  the  credit  of  this  State  agreeable  to  the  act  of  con- 
gress of  the  eighteenth  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty,  bills  issued  upon  the  credit  of  this  State  in  pursuance  of  the  act 
of  the  legislature  entitled  **  An  act  for  emitting  monies  upon  the  credit 
of  this  State,"  passed  the  twenty  seventh  day  of  March  last,  certificates 
granted  by  the  purchasing  agent  of  this  State,  and  certificates  granted 
for  horses  purchased  by  this  State  for  the  use  of  the  army  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  no  other  kind  of*  paper  cur- 
rency, or  certificates  shall  be  received  in  payment  for  the  tax  hereby 
directed  to  be  levied  in  paper  currency  —  And  that  where  any  or  either 
of  the  certificates  above  mentioned  shall  be  deceived  in  payment,  the 
interest  shall  be  computed  and  allowed  thereon,  in  favor  of  the  person 
from  whom  the  same  shall  be  received  —  That  warrants  granted  by  the 
governor  for  impressing  wheat  paid  to  privates  who  inlisted  from  the 
levies  into  the  Continental  battalions  pursuant  to  the  act  passed  for 
that  purpose  the  first  day  of  July  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty,  shall  also  be  received  in  payment  of  the  said  tax  in  paper  cur- 
rency at  the  rate  of  twelve  shillings  for  every  bushel  of  wheat  specified 
in  the  receipt  endorsed  on  such  warrant. —  That  slaves  between  the 
ages  of  sixteen  and  forty  five  years,  coaches,  chariots,  pheatons,  four- 
wheel-chaises,  curricules,  two-wheel  chaises,  kittereens,  riding-chairs, 
sulkies,  metal-wheel  clocks,  watches  and  wrought  plate  which  are 
directed  to  be  specifically  taxed  in  and  by  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for 
the  appointment  of  commissioners,  to  procure  monies  on  loan,  and 
clothing  foi  the  use  of  this  State,"  shall  not  be  deemed  or  estimated  as 
part  of  the  personal  estate  of  any  person  in  ascertaining  the  value  or 
amount  of  the  personal  estate  of  such  person  in  pursuance  of  this  act. 
That  where  persons  shall  occupy  and  improve  lands  in  different  wards 
towns  manors  districts  or  precincts,  they  shall  so  far  forth  as  to  be 
assessed  for  the  lands  or  tenements  by  them  so  occupied  and  improved^ 
be  deemed  actual  residents  in  such  ward  town  manor  district  or  pre- 
cinct where  such  lands  or  tenements  may  lie,  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
such  persons  to  elect  in  which  of  the  wards  towns  manors  districts  or 
precincts,  where  they  may  so  occupy  and  improve  lands  or  tenements 
they  will  be  assessed  for  their  personal  estates,  and  having  made  their 
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election,  and  upon  producing  a  certificate  thereof  under  the  hands  of 
the  assessors  of  the  ward  town  manor  district  or  precinct,  to  the  as- 
sessors of  the  other  wards  towns  manors  districts  or  precincts  the  as- 
sessors of  such  other  wards  towns  manors,  districts  or  precincts  are 
hereby  prohibited  from  assessing  the  persons  making  such  election  for 
their  respective  personal  estates. 

iV/iereas  many  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  West  Chester  and  of  the  Proviso  as 
precincts  of  Orange  Town  and  Haverstraw  in  Orange  county  and  of  J^fer^i?* 
the  district  of  Saratoga  in  the  county  of  Albany  have  since  the  passing  of  from 
the  said  act  for  raising  the  said  sum  of  two  million  five  hundred  thousand  tion^o?" 
dollars  suffered  by  the  depredations  of  the  enemy  and  the  operations  enemy, 
of  the  war,  and  it  is  therefore  requisite  that  an  abatement  on  the  whole 
amount  of  the  tax  to  be  raised  within  the  places  aforesaid  should  be 
made,  and  that  the  assessors  should  be  authorized  to  make  abatements 
in  favor  of  the  persons  who  have  so  suffered. 

Be  it  there/ ore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  within  the  Rate  of 
county  of  Westchester  and  the  precincts  of  Orange  Town  and  Haver-  county 
straw  in  the  county  of  Orange  and  in  the  district  of  Saratoga  in  the  and  pre- 
county  of  Albany  there  shall  be  raised  only  four  shillings  and  three  Siun^. 
pence  in  specie,  and  two  dollars  in  paper  currency,  for  every  hundred 
dollars  of  the  said  sum  of  two  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars 
directed  to  be  raised  within  the  said  places  last  mentioned  any  thing 
herein  to  the  contrery  notwithstanding.     And  farther  that  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  assessors  in  the  said  places  to  assess  the  real  or  personal 
estates  of  the  several  persons  who  have  so  suffered  as  aforesaid  at  such 
sum  as  the  assessors  upon  consideration  of  the  respective  circumstances 
of  the  said  several  persons  shall  judge  reasonable  although  such  sum 
may  not  amount  to  the  value  of  such  real  or  personal  estates  any  thing 
herein  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  whereas  the  counties  of  Tryon  and  Charlotte,  the  united  districts  Proviso  as 
of    Duanesburgh  and  Schoharie  and  the  district   of   Balston,  in  the  ties^a^" 
county  of  Albany  have  been  so  injured  by  the  incursions  of  the  enemy,  districts 
that  the  legislature  have  deemed  it  reasonable  to  exempt  them  from  the  °*™®  ' 
taxes  to  be  raised  by  this  act. 

£e  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  this  Act  not  to 
act  shall  not  extend  to  the  counties  of  Tryon  or  Charlotte,  or  to  the  ®*'*°  ^' 
united  districts  of  Duanesburgh  and  Schoharie,^  or  to  the  district   of 
Balston,  in  the  county  of  Albany. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  no  min-  Ministers 
ister  of  the  gospel  of  any  denomination  whatsoever,  shall  be  subject  to  {^e^^ 
be  taxed  for  their  respective  salaries  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  salaries, 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.    That  in  case  Justice  of 
of  the  absence  sickness  or  death  of  any  supervisor,  the  clerk  of  the  to^be^oti- 
supervisors  shall  notify  and  require  any  justice  of  the  peace   residing  fled  and  to 
next  adjacent  to  such  supervisor  to  carry  into  execution  the  duties  re-  of  sick- 
quired  by  this  act  of  the  supervisor  and  such  justice  to  whom  such  no-  5/ ^fjj:* 
tice  shall  be  directed  shall  and  is  hereby  required  to  execute  all  the  visor, 
duties  required  by  this  act  of  a  supervisor  and  under  the  penalties  in- 
flicted by  this  act  on  a  supervisor,  for  neglecting  the  duties  enjoined  on 
him. 
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CHAP.  58. 

AN  ACT  to  repeal  such  of  the  laws  of  this  State  which  make 
several  emissions  of  bills  of  credit,  a  legal  tender. 

Passed  the  ist  of  July,  1781. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority ^  of  the  samc^ 
That  all  laws  of  this  State  making  or  declaring  any  bills  of  credit  a  le- 
gal tender,  so  far  forth  as  the  said  laws  make  or  declare  such  bills  of 
credit  a  legal  tender,  and  also  the  third  clause  of  the  act  entitled  "A  sup- 
plementary act  to  the  act  entitled  an  act  approving  of  the  act  of  congress 
of  the  eighteenth  day  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty 
relative  to  the  finances  of  the  United  States,  and  making  provision  for 
redeeming  the  proportion  of  this  State  of  the  bills  of  credit,  to  be 
emitted  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act  of  congress,"  passed  the  thirtieth 
day  of  June  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  ^nd 
eighty,  creating  certain  offences,  shall  be  and  hereby  are  respectively 
repealed;  and  that  every  such  offence  heretofore  committed,  and  every 
fine  and  penalty  thereby  incurred,  shall  be,  and  hereby  is  and  are  re- 
mitted. 


CHAP.  59. 

AN  ACT  pardoning  Richard  Everitt. 

Passed  the  ist  of  July,  1781. 

Preamble.  WHERE  AS  Richard  Everitt  of  the  precinct  of  Poughkeepsie  in  the 
county  of  Dutchess  yeoman  at  the  last  court  of  general  sessions  of  the 
peace  held  at  the  precinct  and  in  the  county  aforesaid  was  indicted  for 
adhering  to  the  enemies  of  the  people  of  this  State. 
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And  whereas  the  legislature  for  certain  special  reasons,  hath  deemed 
it  proper  that  the  said  Richard  Everitt  should  be  pardoned: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  Pardon 
in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same  8"°^^« 
That  the  said  Richard  Everitt  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  fully  and  abso- 
lutely discharged  acquitted  and  pardoned  of  the  offence  aforesaid 
and  of  and  from  all  convictions  attainders  forfeitures  and  executions 
which  may  be  had  thereon;  and  that  the  said  Richard  Everitt  shall  be 
and  he  is  hereby  fully  and  wholly  restored  in  person  and  estate  to  the 
same  state  and  condition  wherein  he  would  have  been  on  the  day  of  the 
passing  of  this  act  if  he  had  not  committed  the  said  offence  whereof 
he  stands  indicted  as  aforesaid  Provided  that  if  the  commissioners  of 
sequestration  have  demised  any  lands  to  the  said  Richard  Everitt,  that 
the  lessees  of  the  said  commissioners  shall  hold  any  such  lands  against 
the  said  Richard  Everitt  until  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  the 
said  lands  were  so  demised  any  thing  in  this  act  notwithstanding. 


CHAP.  60. 

AN  ACT  for  a  further  levy  of  troops  for  the  defence  of  this  State 

Passed  the  ist  of  July,  1781. 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in  Troops  to 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same  SS<i     ^ 
That  there  shall  be  immediately  raised  and  brought  into  the  field  from  brought 
and  out  of  the  militia  of  this  State  so  many  able  bodied  and  effective  (SSS  from 
men   including  commissioned  and  noncommissioned  officers  and  pri-  ^^  "tie** 
vates  as  the  plan  herein  after  mentioned  will  produce;  to  be  subject  to  pUm  pre- 
the  command  of  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  of  these  United  the^*° 
States,  and  to  be  employed  by  him  in  such  offensive  and  defensive  op-  named, 
erations  as  he  shall  conceive  most  conducive  to  the  service  of  the  State. 
That  the  said  troops  to  be  levied  by  virtue  hereof  shall  be  raised  and 
brought  into  the  field  on  the  plan  prescribed  in  and  by  the  act,  entitled 
**  An  act  to  raise  troops  for  the  immediate  defence  of  the  State  "  passed  the 
tenth  day  of  March  last  and  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  raise  troops  for 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers  **  passed  the  eleventh  day  of  March  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  which  shall  be  and  are  hereby  de- 
clared to  extend  to  and  be  laws  for  raising  the  troops   hereby   in- 
tended to  be  raised,  which  troops  shall  continue  in  service  until  the  first 
day  of  December  next    unless    sooner    discharged,    except  and  it  is 
hereby  enacted  and  provided  th^t  each  class  shall  consist  of  twenty 
men  and  shall  be  respectively  responsible  for  their  several  men  until 
they  shall  severally  be  delivered  and  mustered  at  the  place  or  places  of 
rendesvouz  to  be  appointed  in  general  orders  by  the  person  administring 
the  government  of  this  State'  for  the  time  being  and  that  on  failure  of  a 
sufficient  muster  at  such  place  or  places  either  of  an  able  bodied  man  or  of 
arms  and  other  appointments  the  class  so  delinquent  shall  be  subject  to 
a  detachment  from  among  them  of  such  an  able  bodied  man  properly 
armed  and  appointed  as  aforesaid  Who  shall  in  such  case  be  detached 
by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  wherein  such  class  shall  be 
within  five  days  after  notice  of  such  delinquency  given  to  him  by  the 
person  or  persons  to  be  appointed  by  the  person  administring  the  gov- 
ernment to  muster  the  said  levies  at  such  place  or  places  as  aforesaid; 
and  except  also  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  and  provided  that 
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every  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  a  regiment  shall  cause  such 
returns  as  by  the  said  two  acts  is  required,  to  be  made  by  him  forthwith 
after  the  passing  of  this  act  and  every  militia  commissioned  or  non- 
commissioned officer  or  assessor  who  shall  willfully  neglect  or  delay  to  do 
and  perform  the  duties  required  of  him  by  this  act  and  the  said  other  two 
acts  or  either  of  them,  shall  in  such  case  incur  the  forfeitures  respec- 
tively provided  thereby  to  the  use  of  the  people  of  this  State  to  be  sued 
for  and  recovered  with  costs  by  the  attorney  general  in  any  court  of 
record  within  this  State  by  information  or  indictment  and  to  be  paid 
into  the  treasury  of  this  State. 
Proviso  as       And  whereas  the  exigencies  of  the  present  campaign  may  render  it 
^tyioJ^up.  necessary  for  the  person  administring    the  government  for    the  time 
therar-       being  from  time  to  time  to  make  further  arrangements  with  the  said 
me^for    commander  in  chief  as  well  for  the  protection  and  security  of  the  fron- 
froniier  °'  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  State  as  for  drawing  out  and  bringing  into  service  over  and 
above  the  said  levies  to  be  raised  by  virtue  hereof,  more  of  the  militia 
of  this  State  including  the  associated  exempts 
Further  Be  it  furtJicr  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  person  ad- 

militiapro-  ministring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  shall  and 
vided  for.  ^^^y  draw  out  into  actual  service  during  the  present  campaign   such 
further  parts  of  the  militia  of  this  State  as  he  shall  from  time  to  time 
think  proper  and  is  enabled  to  do  by  the  militia  law  of  this  State,  bri- 
gaded, regimented  and  officered  by  such  officers  as  he  shall  think  proper 
taken'  at  large  out  of  the  militia  of  this  State, 
^'^^iteto        Provided  always  that  notwithstanding  any  thing  herein  contained  a 
be  made,    proper  credit  allowance  and  deduction  shall  be  made  out  of  the  levies 
to  be  raised  by  virtue  hereof  for  the  men  which  have  been  raised  and 
are  now  actually  in  service  in  the  counties  of  Orange  and  Ulster  pur- 
suant to  general  orders  of  his  excellency  the  governor  of  the  second  of 
May  last  in  favor  of  the  several  and  respective  corps  of  militia  and 
exempts  in  the  said  counties  respectively  which  have  furnished  the  said 
men. 


CHAP.  01. 

AN  ACT  relative  to  the  office  of  State  agent. 

Passed  the  ist  of  July,  1781. 

Preamble.       WHEREAS  by  the  act  for  the  appointment  of  the  said  agent  he  is  au- 
thorized to  employ  assistants  and  no  provision  is  made  for  ascertaining 
the  pay  or  allowances  to  be  made  to  them 
uJ^^fsu®       ^^   '^  /^rr^/^r^    enacted  by   the   People  of  the  State  of  New    York, 
ant  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority 

agents.       of  the  same.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  agent  together  with  such 
four  other  persons  as  the  person  administring  the  government  .shall  ap- 
prove of,  to  ascertain  and  determine  from  time  to  time  the  pay  and 
allowances  to  be  granted  to  the  said  assistants  respectively,  for  their  re- 
spective services  and  expences  heretofore  performed  or  incurred  or 
hereafter  to  be  performed  or  incurred. 
Proviso  as        Whereas  the  said  agent  entered  into  a  contract  in  behalf  of  this  State 
verev'w^  with  Daniel  Parker  of  the  State  of  Massachusets,  and   a  controversy- 
Daniel  Par-  hath  arisen  between  the  said  agent  and  the  said  Daniel  Parker  relative 
to  the  said  contract. 
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Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  be  law-  How  to  be 
ful  for  the  said  agent  to  settle  the  said  controversy  either  by  composi-  ^"^®**' 
tion,  referrence  or  arbitration  as  he  shall  deem  most  advantageous  for 
the  State 

And  whereas  by  the  act  more  effectually  to  collect  the  deficiencies  Proviso  as 
in  assessments  of  wheat  and  to  lay  an  embargo  on  the  exportation  of  ©to'°''*^*^' 
flour  meal  and  wheat  out  of  this  State  passed  the  tenth  day  of  March 
last,  such  parts  of  the  act  to  procure  supplies  for  the  army  passed 
the  twenty  fourth  June  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  as  in- 
flict a  penalty  on  persons  neglecting  or  refusing  to  deliver  quantities  of 
articles  assessed  on  them,  are  repealed.  And  whereas  considerable  quan- 
tities of  forage  assessed  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act  passed  the  twenty 
fourth  of  June  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  still  remain  un- 
collected: 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  per-  Persons  as- 
sons  who  were  assessed  any  article  of  forage  in   pursuance  of  the  said  deliverVor- 
act  passed  the  twenty  fourth  day  of  June  one  thousand  seven  hundred  JP^e;  for- 
and  eighty,  and  who  shall  not  have  delivered  the  same  shall  be  liable  to  case  of  ^  " 
deliver  the  same  or  an  equivalent  in  wheat  and  upon  refusal  or  neglect  n®«>ec^- 
to  deliver  the  quantities  of  forage  assessed  upon  them  respectively  as 
aforesaid  or  such  part  thereof  as  shall  not  heretofore   have  been  de- 
livered shall  forfeit  treble     *     *     *     *     the  value  of  the  articles  not 
delivered   estimated   at  the  several  prices  mentioned  in  the   said   act 
passed  the  twenty  fourth  day  of  June  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty,  to  be  recovered  in  a  summary  way  by  the   said  agent  or  either 
of  his  assistants  in  the  name  of  the  said  agent  before  a  justice  of  the 
peace  of  the  county  and  whose  jurisdiction  is  extended  to  every  such 
suit,  notwithstanding  the  sum  in  demand  may  exceed  the  sum  of  ten 
pounds,  and  the  justice  shall  issue  execution  forthwith  after  judgment — 
That  the  said  forfeiture  shall  be  deemed  to  be  in  bills  of  either  of  the 
new  emissions  on  the  credit  of  this  State  and  when  received  shall  be 
expended  by  the  said  agent  in  the  execution  of  his  office  and  for  which 
he  shall  be  accountable 

Provided  that  no  person  shall  be  compelled  to  deliver  any  forage  so  Time  for 
assessed  and  not  delivered  as  aforesaid  before  the  tenth  day     *     *     of  d«^*v«ry- 
September  next  any  thing  in  the  said  act  passed  the  tenth  day  of  March 
last  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by   the    authority  aforesaid  That  the  said  Sum  to  be 
agent  shall  lay  out  and  expend  the  sum  of  three  thousand  pounds  in  fitprocu?- 
specie,  appropriated  for  that  purpose  by  the  act  for  the  payment  of  *««?*>««'. 
the  salaries  of  the  several  officers  of  government  passed  at  this  meet- 
ing of  the  legislature,  in  procuring  beef  or  beef-cattle  on  the  account  of 
this  State  for  the  use  of  the  army  upon  such  contracts  or  by  purchases 
or  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  deem  most  advantageous  for  the  State. 

And  whereas  there  is  no  provision  as  yet  made  specially  authorizing  Proviso  as 
the  said  agent  to  make  purchases  on  the  account  of  this  State  beyond  ^^^^  ^^' 
the  quota  of  supplies  required  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  twenty  fifth  purchasers 
February  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty.  quota.*^ 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the    authority  aforesaid.    That   it  Ajrent  may 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  agent  to  make  farther  purchases  of  flour,  Jher  pur-'^' 
beef,  beef-cattle  and  pork,  on  the  account  of  this  State  for  the  army  and  chases, 
for  the  person  administring  the  government  to  grant  warrants  on  the 
treasury  in  favour  of  the  said  agent  for  such  sum  or  sums  as  he  shall 
deem  adequate  for  the  purpose  so  as  the  said  agent  shall  not  be  author- 
ized to  make  such  further  purchases  after  he  shall  have  furnished  to  the 
whole  amount  of  the  requisition  in  the  act  of  congress  of  the  twenty 


396 


LAWS  OF  NEW  YORK. 


[Chap.  6i. 


Proviso  as 
to  pur- 
chases 
made  by 
Dlrok 
Swart  on 
credit  of 
State,  etc. 


Further 
day  of 
payment 
granted. 


Proviso  as 
to  pay- 
ment, etc. 


Oommis- 

sioners  to 

allow 

agent  to 

collect 

forage, 

etc. 


fifth  February  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  beyond  the 
amount  of  thirty  thousand  pounds  estimating  the  several  articles  at  the 
prices  mentioned  in  the  said  act  of  congress  and  that  it  shall,  also  be 
lawful  for  the  said  agent  in  making  such  farther  purchases,  to  allow  the 
current  prices,  and  also  to  purchase  on  certificates. 

Whereas  both  houses  of  the  legislature  of  this  State  by  concurrent 
resolutions  did  on  the  thirty  first  day  of  January  last  resolve.  That  it  be 
recommended  to  Dirck  Swart  Esq,  one  of  the  assistant  purchasing 
agents  of  this  State  to  purchase  within  his  purchasing  district  from  any 
person  who  hath  heretofore  purchased  forfeited  lands  from  the  commis- 
sioners of  forfeitures  any  quantities  of  provisions  at  the  stipulated  prices 
to  be  delivered  within  twenty  days  from  the  date  of  the  said  resolution 
giving  certificates  for  the  same;  and  the  public  faith  was  thereby  pledged 
to  the  said  persons  respectively,  that  the  legislature  would  by  law  make 
the  said  certificates  receivable  from  the  said  persons  in  payment  for 
the  lands  by  them  respectively  purchased.  And  it  was  thereby  recom- 
mended to  the  said  assistant  agent  to  return  from  time  to  time  to  the 
treasurer  an  abstract  of  the  certificates  granted  in  consequence  of  that 
resolution." 

And  whereas  it  has  been  represented  by  the  humble  petitions  of  John 
Williams,  Samuel  Hodges,  Edward  Wells  and  Nathan  NicoU  that  the 
said  John  Williams  hath  delivered  to  the  said  Dirck  Swart  several  head 
of  cattle  and  certain  quantities  of  flour  and  wheat  in  part  payment  of 
of  the  purchase  money  of  a  certain  farm  situate  in  the  district  of  Ho- 
sick  in  the  county  of  Albany  purchased  by  the  said  petitioners  of  the 
commissioners  of  forfeitures  for  the  western  district 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  a  farther  day  be 
and  it  is  hereby  granted  to  the  said  purchasers  until  the  first  day  of 
September  next  to  pay  and  satisfy  the  amount  of  the  residue  of  the  said 
purchase  money  in  the  manner  herein  after  directed  and  the  purchase 
made  as  afore  said  upon  making  such  payment  within  the  time  herein 
before  limitted  shall  be  and  hereby  is  declared  to  be  in  full  force  and 
the  said  persons  shall  be  entitled  to  conveyances  for  the  said  farm  and 
shall  be  indemnified  against  the  penalties  incurred  by  a  non-payment  of 
the  said  purchase  money  in  like  manner  as  if  such  payment  had  been 
made  within  the  time  limitted  by  the  law  in  pursuance  of  which  the  sale 
of  the  said  lands  was  made. 

Provided  that  such  payment  shall  be  made  to  the  agent  of  this  State 
or  any  of  his  assistants  in  cattle,  wheat  or  flour  at  the  stipulated  prices 
aforesaid,  and  the  certificate  of  such  agent  or  any  of  his  assistants 
specifying  the  article  furnished,  the  value  thereof  at  the  stipulated  prices 
aforesaid,  and  on  what  account  delivered  shall  be  received  by  the  treas- 
urer of  this  State  in  like  manner  as  bills  of  credit  might  or  could  be  re- 
ceived by  him  in  payment  of  such  purchase  within  the  time  limitted  by 
law  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  tJu  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  com- 
missioners of  sequestration  for  the  county  of  West  Chester  do  permit  the 
State  agent  or  either  of  his  assistants  to  collect  any  forage  or  other  sup- 
plies for  the  army  which  may  be  found  on  any  sequestered  or  confis- 
cated estates  in  the  county  of  Westchester,  and  which  otherwise  it  would 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to  collect  and  dispose  of,  and 
that  the  said  forage  and  other  supplies  shall  be  disposed  of  by  the  said 
agent  as  other  supplies  furnished  by  this  State  for  the  use  of  the  army. 
And  further  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  commissioners  of  sequestra- 
tion in  the  several  counties,  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  deliver  to  the 
State  agent  or  one  of  his  assistants  all  such  beef-cattle,  sheep  or  swine 


Chap.  63.]  FOURTH  SESSION.  397 

as  they  now  have,  or  hereafter  shall  have  in  their  possession  as  seques- 
tered goods,  to  be  delivered  and  disposed  of  by  the  said  agent,  as  other 
supplies  furnished  by  this  State  for  the  use  of  the  army. 


CHAP.  62. 

AN  ACT  farther  to  suspend  the  act  for  raising  a  sum  equal  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  specie. 

Passed  the  ist  of  July,  1781. 

Whereas  it  was  intended  that  the  tax  to  be  raised  by  the  said  act  Preamble, 
should  be  a  mean  for  redeeming  the  certificates  to  be  granted  to 
the  creditors  of  the  United  States,  within  this  State,  upon  the  set- 
tlement of  their  respective  accounts,  and  that  the  said  certificates 
shall  be  receivable  in  payment  for  the  said  tax  agreeable  to  the  act  of 
congress  passed  for  that  purpose  the  sixth  day  of  August  last. 

And  whereas  the  said  accounts  still  remain  unsettled,  whereby  it  hath 
become  requisite  that  the  said  tax  should  be  farther  suspended  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of    the  State  of  New  York  LevyiDit  of 
represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  JJj^iJIJ* 
of  the  samcy   That  the  levying  and  collecting  the  said  tax  shall  be, 
and  is  hereby  farther  suspended  until  thirty  days  after  the  rising  of  the 
legislature  at  their  next  meeting. 


CHAP.  63. 

AN  ACT  to  encourage  the  apprehending  of  deserters  from  the 
troops  of  this  State,  serving  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Passed  the  ist  of  July,  1781. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Bxemptton 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  samcy  JSJSJ^^ 
That  if  any  person  shall  apprehend  any  non-commissioned  officer  or  appre- 
private  being  a  deserter  from  either  of  the  Continental  regiments  of  in-  dewM^tore. 
fantry  or  the  regiment  of  artillery  composing  the  quota  of  troops  of  this 
State  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  deliver  such  deserter  to  any 
commissioned  officer  of  the  said  regiments  of  infantry  or  artillery  sta- 
tioned at  any  post  or  place  in  this  State,  the  person  so  apprehending 
and  delivering  a  deserter  as  aforesaid,  shall  upon  producing  a  certificate 
thereof,  setting  forth  the  name  and  rank  of  such  deserter,  and  the  regi- 
ment to  which  he  belonged,  and  the  name  of  the  person  apprehending 
him  and  the  time  and  place  when,  and  where  such  deserter  was  deliv- 
ered, under  the  signature  of  such  officer,  to  the  colonel  or  commanding 
officer  of  the  regiment  or  corps  in  which  such  person  so  apprehending 
and  delivering  a  deserter  is  subject  to  militia  duty,  and  upon  making 
affidavit  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  who  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  take  the  same,  that  such  apprehension  and  delivery  was 
^xma  fide  made,  and  the  certificate  duly  granted,  and  upon  filing  such 
certificate  and  affidavit  with  such  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  mili- 
tia as  aforesaid,  the  said  colonel  or  commanding  officer  shall  grant  to 
such  person  an  exemption,  and  such  person  shall  accordingly  thereupon 
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be  exempted  from  being  classed,  drafted,  or  detached  from  or  in  the 
militia,  or  performing  any  duty  in  the  militia,  for  the  space  of  one  year, 
to  be  computed  from  the  date  of  such  exemption — 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  whenever 
such  certificate  and  affidavit  shall  be  filed  with  any  colonel  or  com- 
manding officer  of  any  regiment  or  corps  of  militia,  such  colonel  or 
commanding  officer  shall  furnish  the  person  so  filing  the  same  with 
copies  of  such  certificate  and  affidavit  and  certify  the  same  under  his 
hand,  and  such  person  shall  upon  producing  such  copies  and  certificate 
as  last  aforesaid  to  the  treasurer  of  this  State,  be  entitled  to  receive, 
and  the  said  treasurer  is  hereby  required  to  pay  the  said  person  to  whom 
such  certificate  shall  be  granted,  out  of  any  unappropriated  monies  in 
his  hands,  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  in  bills  emitted  on  the  credit  of  this 
State  — 

And  whereas  it  may  so  happen  that  persons  may  have  apprehended 
and  delivered  a  deserter  within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act, 
and  may  not  have  complied  with  the  formalities  thereby  required  with 
respect  to  procuring  the  necessary  vouchers  to  entitle  them  to  exemp- 
tions and  the  reward  from  the  treasury. — 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  in  all  cases  where  it  shall  appear  to  the  person  adminis- 
tring  the  government  on  such  proof  as  he  shall  deem  satisfactory,  that 
any  person  hath  bona  fide  apprehended  and  delivered  any  such  deser- 
ter as  aforesaid,  to  grant  to  the  said  person  so  having  apprehended  and 
delivered  a  deserter,  such  exemption  as  aforesaid,  and  a  warrant  on  the 
treasury  for  the  reward  aforesaid. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any 
person  shall  knowingly  harbour,  aid  or  comfort,  any  deserter  from  the 
army  or  navy  of  the  United  States,  or  the  army  or  navy  of  any  prince  or 
State  being  an  ally  of  the  United  States,  or  shall  persuade  or  procure 
any  person  belonging  to  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States,  or  to 
the  army  or  navy  of  such  ally  as  aforesaid,  to  desert,  the  person  so 
offending,  shall  and  may  be  prosecuted  for  the  same  as  for  a  misde- 
meanor, and  the  courts  of  quarter  or  general  sessions  of  the  peace  in 
the  several  counties  shall  also  have  cognizance  of  the  said  offence. 


CHAP.  04. 


Salaries, 
etc.,  to  be 
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governor. 


AN  ACT  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  several  officers 
of  government  and  of  certain  debts  due  from  this  State. 

Passed  the  ist  of  July.  1781. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 
That  there  shall  be  allowed  and  there  shall  he  paid  by  the  treasurer  to 
the  several  officers  and  persons  herein  after  mentioned  the  several  sala- 
ries and  sums  herein  after  specified:  that  is  to  say. 

To  his  excellency  the  governor  for  administering  the  government  of 
this  State  from  the  first  Monday  in  July  last  to  the  first  Monday  in 
July  then  next  at  and  after  the  rate  of  two  thousand  pounds  per 
annum. 

To  the  person  administering  the  government  of  this  State  for  the 
time  being  to  defray  the  incidental  charges  which  may  arise  in  and 
about  administering  the  government  such  sum  or  sums  as  he  shall  froni 
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time  to  time  require  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  the  amount  of  one 
thousand  pounds. 

To  the  honorable  Robert  R.  Livingston  Esquire  chancellor  of  this  chancellor 
State  for  his  services  in  that  station  from  and  to  the  respective  times 
aforesaid  at  and  after  the  rate  of  four  hundred  pounds  per  annum. 

To  the  honorable  Richard  Morris  Esquire  chief  justice  of  this  State  chief  jus- 
for  his  services  in  that  station  from  and  to  the  respective  times  afore-  ***^®^ 
said  at  and  after  the  rate  of  four  hundred  pounds  per  annum. 

To  the  honorable  Robert  Yates  and  John  Sloss   Hobart  Esquires  Puisne 
puisne  justices  of  the  supreme  court  of  this  State,  for  their  services  in  i"^***^®®* 
that  station  from  and  to  the  respective  times  aforesaid  each  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 

To  the  said  Richard  Morris,  Robert  Yates  and  John  Sloss  Hobart 
Esquires,  exclusive  of  the  above  salaries,  for  eath  day  they  have  re- 
spectively attended  from  and  to  the  respective  times  aforesaid 
on  the  execution  of  commissions  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  gaol  delivery 
in  the  several  counties  or  have  been  travelling  for  that  purpose  each 
the  sum  of  twelve  shillings  per  day  agreeable  to  such  accounts  thereof 
as  they  shall  produce  audited  by  the  auditor  general  of  this  State. 

To  the  several  members  of  the  senate  and  assembly  for  each  and  Senators 
every  day  they  shall  severally  have  attended  in  senate  and  assembly  dur-  bere™?™" 
iiig  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  and  for  each  and  every  day  assembly, 
they  shall  have  been  or  may  be  travelling  to  and  from  their  respective 
places  of  abode  from  and  to  the  place  of  meeting  of  the  legislature,  each 
the  sum  of  twenty  shillings  in  bills  emitted  on  the  credit  of  this  State 
in  pursuance  of  the  Act  for   emitting  monies  on  the   credit  of  this 
State  passed  the  twenty  seventh  day  of  March  last  agreeable  to  such 
account  thereof  as  they  shall  respectively  produce  certified  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  senate  or  speaker  of  the  assembly  in  the  usual  manner, 
the  accounts  of  the  president  of  the  senate  and  speaker  of  assembly  to 
be  certified  by  the  clerks  of  the  senate  and  assembly  in  the  usual  manner — 

To  the  honorable  John  Morin  Scott  Esquire  secretary  of  this  State  Secreuiy 
for  attending  the  legislature  during  their  present  session  for  the  purpose  ^'   ^**®* 
of  receiving  laws,  and  for  attending  the  council  of  appointment  from  the 
first  Monday  in  July  last  to  the  first  Monday  in  July  then  next,  at  and 
after  the  ra:te  of  fifty  younds  per  annum. 

To  the  said  John  Morin  Scott  for  his  services  in  recording  the  laws, 
making  copies  thereof  with  marginal  notes  for  the  press,  and  making 
several  copies  by  the  direction  of  the  governor  or  of  the  senate  or  as- 
sembly, and  for  engrossing  the  minutes  of  the  council  of  appointment 
from  and  to  the  respective  times  aforesaid  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling 
and  sixpence  per  folio,  each  folio  to  consist  of  one  hundred  and  forty 
four  words  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce 
audited  as  aforesaid. — 

To  Comfort  Sands  Esquire  auditor  general  of  this  State  for  his  ser-  Auditor 
vices  in  that  station  from  and  to  the  respective  times  aforesaid  at  and  «®"®'**- 
after  the  rate  of  three  hundred  pounds  per  annum. 

To  Robert  Benson  Esquire  one  of  the  aids  de  camp  to  his  excellency  Aides  de 
the  governor  the  amount  of  Continental  pay  and  rations  as  a  lieutenant  ^*™p- 
colonel  from  and  to  the  respective  times  aforesaid,  and  exclusive  of  the 
time  he  shall  be  employed  as  clerk  of  the  senate,  agreeable  to  such  ac- 
count thereof  as  he  shall  produce  audited  as  last  aforesaid  — 

To  Stephen  Lush  Esquire  the  other  aid  de  camp  to  his  excellency 
the  governor  from  and  to  the  respective  times  aforesaid-  the  like  pay 
and  rations  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce  audi- 
ted as  aforesaid. 
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Clerks  of  To  Robert  Benson  Esquire  clerk  of  the  senate,  and  John  M*  Kesson 
asSemb^.  Esquire  clerk  of  the  assembly  severally  for  their  services  in  these  sta- 
tions during  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature  forty  eight  shillings  per 
day  in  the  bills  of  credit  above  mentioned  and  for  sundry  sums  by  them 
severally  advanced  for  the  use  of  the  senate  and  assembly  respectively 
the  amount  of  such  accounts  thereof  respectively  as  they  shall  severally 
produce  certified  by  the  president  of  the  senate  or 'speaker  of  the 
assembly  as  the  case  may  be. 
Door  To  the  door  keepers  of  the  senate  and  assembly  for  their  services  in 

keepers.  xh^^Q  stations  during  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature  each  thirty 
two  shillings  in  the  said  bills  per  day  agreeable  to  such  certificates 
thereof  as  they  shall  respectively  produce,  the  account  of  the  door 
keeper  of  the  senate  to  be  certified  by  the  president  therebf,  and  the  ac- 
count of  the  door  keeper  of  the  assembly  to  be  certified  by  the  speaker 
of  the  assembly. — , 
MaiDten-  To  Samuel  Dodge  Esquire  on  account  to  be  applied  to  the  mainten- 
poor.*^''^*  ance  of  the  poor  under  his  care  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  in  the 

said  bills. 
Treasurer        II.  And  be  it  further  e?iac  ted  by  the  authority  aforesaid y  That  Gerard 
hteMlwy.  Bancker  Esquire  treasurer  of  this  State  shall  be  and  is  hereby   au- 
thorized out  of  such  monies  as  may  be  in  the  treasury  of  this  State,  to 
retain  in  his  hands  as  a  salary  for  his  services  in  that  station  from  the 
first  Monday  in  July  last  to  the  ferst  Monday  in  July  in  this  present 
year  at  and  after  the  rate  of  three  hundred  pounds  per  annum. 
Sums  III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said 

S*deem«&  several  sums  herein  before  mentioned  to  be  allowed  as  sallaries  or  as  a 
to  be  Id      compensation  for  services  performed  (except  such,  as  are  expressed  to 
spec  e.        ^^  payable  in  the  bills  of  credit  aforesaid)  so  far  forth  as  to  ascertain 
the  value  thereof  shall  be  deemed  to  be  in  specie  and  the  treasurer  of 
this  State  is  hereby  required  upon  application  of  any  of  the  persons  en- 
.  titled  to  such  sum  to  pay  the  same  in  the  said  bills  of  credit  agreeable  to 
their  current  value  so  that  no  payment  shall  be  made  to  any  of  the  said 
persons  in  the  said  new  bills  to  an  amount  in  the  said  new  bills  of  credit 
exceeding  double  the  nominal  value  of  such  salary  or  compensation. 
S>  draft  "*f       ^f^^reas  John  Pierce  Esquire  paymaster  general  of  the  army  of  the 
ooDfrress     United  States  is  possessed  of  a  draft  from  congress  for  the  sum  of 
troopSf*"*  seventy  seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty  nme  dollars  of  the  new 
Continental  emission  upon  the  Continental  loan  officer  within  this  State 
to  be  applied  to  the  paying  of  the  line  of  this  State  in  the  service  of  the 
United  State 
Loan  offl-       And  whereas  the  said  loan  officer  is  not  in  cash  to  satisfy  the  said  or- 
oa8h  to  °  der  and  the  said  John  Pierce  hath  consented  to  receive  the  amount  of 
pay  same,  tj^^  said  draft  from  the  treasurer  of  this  State  in  bills  of  the  late  emis- 
sion of  this  State  and  in  consideration  thereof  to  assign  the  said  draft 
to  the  said  treasurer  on  behalf  of  this  State  upon  indemnification  from 
the  State.— 
Treasurer        IV.  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall 
payimeDts   be  lawful  for  the  said  treasurer  to  pay  to  the  said  John  Pierce  or  his 
asSJi^^*    order  the  said  sum  of  seventy  seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty 
ment  of     nine  dollars  in  bills  issued  on  the  credit  of  this  State  pursuant  to  the 
drafts.        j^^  q£  jj^-g  State  passed  the  twenty  seventh  day  of  March  last,  and 
thereupon  to  take  an  assignment  of  the  said  draft  to  him  the  said  treas- 
urer in  behalf  of  this  State  and  to  receive  from  the  loan  officer  of  the 
United  States  within  this  State  for  the  use  of  this  State,  when  he  shall 
be  in  cash  sufficient  to  discharge  the  same,  the  amount  of  the  said  draft 
in  bills  issued  on  the  credit  of  this  State  pursuant  to  the  act  of  congress 
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of  the  eighteenth  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  and 
the  faith  of  this  State  is  hereby  pledged  to  the  said  John  Pierce  for  an 
indemnification  in  case  he  should  be  questioned  by  reason  of  his  assign- 
ing the  said  draft  or  receiving  any  moneys  thereon  in  manner  aforesaid, 
— And  in  case  the  said  John  Pierce  at  the  time  of  such  assignment  if  whole 
should  not  receive  the  whole  amount  of  the  said  draft  from  the  treasurer  S,™^^*  ^ 

,-  .  •i-ri       TV  *®  ^^^  paid 

It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  treasurer  to  give  to  the  said  John  Pierce  a  cer-  certificate 
tificate  for  the  ballance  which  may  remain  unpaid  of  the  sum  mentioned  ^  be**"^ 
in  the  said  draft  and  at  any  time  thereafter  to  discharge  such  ballance  «*v«n- 
when  he  shall  be  in  cash  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  in  bills  issued  upon 
the  credit  of  this  State  pursuant  to  the  said  act  of  congress  of  the 
eighteenth  of  March  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty. 

^nd    be    it  further    enacted    by    the    authority   aforesaid    That    it  cummia- 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  commissioners  of  sequestration  fjJ^nSS^ 
for  the  county  of  Westchester  to  furnish  Mary  Williams,  Daniel  Requa  families 
and  John  Drake  of  Westchester  county  and  their  respective   families  JteSiST^ 
with  such  provisions  and  in  like  quantities  as  the  commissioners  of 
sequestration  for  the  county  of  Tryon  are  directed  to  furnish  provisions 
to  certain  distressed  families  in  the  said  county  of  Tryon  with  provision 
by  the  act  entitled  "A  supplementary  act  to  the  act  entitled,  "  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  certain  distressed  families  therein  mentioned  "  passed  the 
twenty  sixth  day  of  March  last. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  the  Allowanoe 
time  of  the  last  settlement  of  their  respective  accounts  by  the  auditor  ^^^J^ 
general,  thirty  four  shillings  in  specie  be  allowed  to  each  of  the  delegates  ooDgrees. 
per  day  from  the  time  of  their  arrival  at  congress  to  the  day  on  which 
they  left  the  same  together  with  an  addition  of  six  days  for  going  from 
the  State  to  Congress  and  of  the  like  time  for  returning  to  the  State  in 
lieu  of  all  charges  and  expences  whatsoever. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  au-  Advances 
ditor  general  in  setling  accounts  with  such  delegates,  charge  them  with  Jhwged, 
all  advances  made  to  them  or  either  of  them  by  this  State,  or  the  Con-  etc. 
tinental    treasury   agreeable   to   such   accounts  as   they  shall  deliver 
thereof,  and  computing  the  paper  money  advanced  at  the  current  exchange 
between  such  paper  money  and  specie  at  the  time  and  place  of  its  ex- 
penditure — And  if  it  shall  appear  on  settlement  of  the  said  accounts 
that  any  ballance  is  due  to  all  or  either  of  the  said  delegates  the  auditor 
general  shall  certify  such  ballance  to  the  treasurer  who  shall  credit  the 
delegates  respectively  for  the  same — And  he  is  hereby  further  directed 
and  empowered  to  pay  to  the  said  delegates  respectively  for  the  same 
out  of  such  money  as  may  be  hereafter  in  the  treasury  unappropriated 
by  the  laws  of  this  State  and  consisting  in  bills  issued  on  the  credit  of 
this  State  such  sum  as  they  shall  respectively  require  not  exceeding  in 
the  whole  to  each  delegate  double  the  nominal  amount  of  his  draft. 

And  be  it  further  enacted    by  the  authority  aforesaid.   That    with  Further 
respect  to  all  monies  which  may  come  into  the  treasury  consisting  in  SSS*°^ 
specie  arising  from  the  sales  of  forfeited  lands  (except  lands  mortgaged  made, 
for  the  redemption  of  the  bills  of  credit)  or  from  loans  by  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  to  procure  monies  on  loan  for  the  use  of  this  State,  or 
from  the  tax  to  be  raised  in  pursuance  of  the  act  passed  at  thi§  present 
meeting  for  raising  a  sum  in  specie  and  a  tax  in  paper  currency  he  pay 
and  allot  the  same  as  follows.     That  is  to  say — 

That  he  shall  retain  a  sum  sufficient  to  discharge  the  interest  on  such  interest 
bills  issued  on  the  credit  of  this  State  pursuant  to  the  act  of  congress  °°  **"*** 
of  the  eighteenth  of  March  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty,  that  when 
he  shall  have  set  apart  a  sum  sufficient  for  that  purpose  he  shall  then 
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pay  to  each  of  the  delegates  from  this  State  who  shall  attend  congress, 
(not  exceeding  two)  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  to  de- 
fray the  expence  of  their  attendance  at  congress — after  the  passing  of  this 
act  until  the  twelfth  day  of  September  next 

And  to  the  honorable  James  Duane  the  farther  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  pounds  on  account  to  defray  expences  heretofore  incurred 
by  him — 

That  the  treasurer  shall  then  pay  to  the  State  agent  three  thousand 
pounds  to  be  expended  in  purchasing  beef  or  beef-cattle. 

That  he  shall  then  pay  to  the  paymaster  general  of  the  arn^y  of  the 
United  States  such  sum  as  the  person  administering  the  government  shall 
certify  is  requisite  for  the  pay  of  one  month  exclusive  of  subsistence  to 
Major  General  McDougal  and  Brigadier  General  Clinton  and  their  re- 
spective suits  to  John  Gano  chaplin  to  the  brigade  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  said  brigadier  general  and  to  the  officers  and  privates  of 
the  regiment  of  artillery  commanded  by  Colonel  John  Lamb  and  the 
two  regiments  of  infantry  of  this  State  commanded  by  Colonels  Van 
Schaick  and  Cortlandt — 

That  he  shall  then  pay  to  his  excellency  the  governor  on  account  of 
his  salary  four  hundred  pounds — 

That  he  shall  pay  to  the  chancellor  and  judges  of  the  supreme  court 
on  account  of  their  respective  salaries  each  one  hundred  pounds. 

That  he  shall  retain  in  his  hands  for  his  own  use  one  hundred  pounds 
on  account  of  his  salary. 

That  he  shall  then  pay  to  such  persons  who  are  or  have  been  delegates 
from  this  State  in  congress  and  who  shall  have  had  their  respective  ac- 
counts audited  in  manner  aforesaid  the  ballance  due  to  them  respectively. 

That  after  he  shall  have  paid  off  and  satisfied  the  several  appropria- 
tions aforesaid,  he  shall  pay  off  and  discharge  the  interest  for  one  year, 
in  such  bills  emitted  on  the  credit  of  this  State  pursuant  to  the  said  act 
passed  the  twenty  seventh  day  of  March  last,  as  may  remain  in  circula- 
tion and  not  marked  in  manner  as  by  law  directed  and  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  such  interest,  to  mark  such  bills,  and  return  the  same  to  the 
several  persons  to  whom  such  interest  shall  be  paid  in  like  manner  as  is 
directed  with  respect  to  the  bills  issued  on  the  credit  of  this  State  pur- 
suant to  the  act  of  congress  of  the  eighteenth  of  March  seventeen  hun- 
dred and  eighty. 

Whereas  the  commissioners  for  procuring  monies  on  loan  and  cloth- 
ing for  this  State  have  procured  a  quantity  of  clothing  on  the  account 
of  this  State  and  it  is  requisite  that  special  provision  should  be  made 
with  respect  to  the  said  clothing  and  also  that  further  provision  should 
be  made  with  respect  to  such  other  clothing  as  the  said  commissioners 
shall  procure  — 

Be  it  therefore  furtJier  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  said  commissioners  occasionally  to  employ  a  person  to 
receive  such  clothing  as  they  have  procured  or  shall  procure  and  to 
deliver  such  clothing  to  the  sub-clothier  of  this  State  —  That  whenever 
any  clothing  shall  be  delivered  to  the  said  sub-clothier,  the  said  com- 
missioners or  any  two  of  them  shall  ascertain  the  prices  computed  in 
specie  at  which  such  goods  at  the  place  of  the  delivery  thereof  to  the 
said  sub-clothier  shall  have  cost  the  State  and  the  person  delivering 
the  said  clothing  shall  at  the  same  time  deliver  to  the  said  sub-clothier 
a  list  of  the  prices  aforesaid — ^And  that  it  shall  be  lawfull  for  the  said  cona- 
missioners  to  make  such  allowance  to  the  said  person  so  to  be  employed 
by  them  for  his  occasional  services  as  they  shall  deem  reasonable  to  t>e 
allowed  as  incidental  charges  ia  the  execution  of  their  commission 
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And  that  the  said  clothing  so  to  be  procured  by  the  said  commissioners  To  be 
and  delivered  to  the  said  sub-clothier  shall  be  served  out  by  him  to  to'S^eria 
Brigadier  General  James  Clinton,  and  the  two  battalions  of  infantry,  and  9*°^°' 
the  regiment  of  artillery  of  this  State  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
at  the  said  respective  prices  and  he  shall  make  returns  to  the  pay  mas- 
ter general  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  of  such  clothing  as  he  shall 
so  issue,  specifying  the  quantity  and  amount  of  what  shall  be  issued  to 
each  person  respectively  to  the  end  that  the  same  may  be  stopped  out 
of  their  pay. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  be  Payment 
lawful  for  the  treasurer  to  pay  to  the  State  clothier  of  this  State  the  sum  cfotSer. 
of  two  hundred  pounds  in  such  bills  of  credit  as  above  mentioned  on 
account — And  the  like  sum  to  Samuel  Loudon  on  account — 

Whereas  the  legislature  did  by  act  passed  the  first  day  of  July  seven-  Provieoas 
teen  hundred  and  eighty,  grant  to  Moses  Cantine  the  sum  of  seven  moSS"**^ 
thousand  one  hundred  and  thirteen  pounds  twelve  shillings  and  six-  Cantine 
pence  and  to  Daniel  Graham  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  two  hundred  Daniel 
and  eighty  four  pounds  eight  shillings  payable  in  the  former  Continental  ^'****™- 
currency,  and  the  said  several  sums  still  remain  unpaid  in  the  whole  —  Advances 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it  shall  be  to  be  made 
lawful  for  the  treasurer  to  advance  to  the  said  Moses  Cantine  and  ^* 
Daniel  Graham  each  the  sum  of  four  hundred  pounds  in  the  said  bills 
of  the  last  emission  of  this  State  on  account  of  the  said  respective  grants 
and  the  legislature  will  provide  at  a  future  day  for  liquidating  the  same. — 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it  shall  5°™™*^ 
be  lawful  for  Gilbert  Livingston  and  Augustine  Lawrence  commissioners  pay  ac- 
appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  law  for  emitting  monies  on  the  credit  of  S?"mSre 
this  State  to  pay  off  and  discharge  the  accounts  of  the  members  of  the  of  the 
senate  and  assembly  for  attendance  at  any  meeting  since  the  first  day  of  SSSrafwy, 
May  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty,  and  the  accounts  of  the  clerks  and  ®^- 
doorkeepers  of  the  senate  and  assembly,  out  of  such  bills  emitted  in  pur- 
suance of  the  said  law  as  they  may  now  have  in  hand;  to  take  receipts 
on  such  accounts  in  the  name  of  the  treasurer,  to  transmit  such  accounts 
to  the  treasurer,  and  to  compute  the  interest  for  one  year  only  on  the 
bills  they  may  pay  out  for  the  purpose  aforesaid;  any  law  requiring  the 
said  bills  to  be  marked  previous  to  their  being  paid  out,  or  any  other  law 
notwithstanding ;  so  as  the  said  Gilbert  Livingston  and  Augustine  Law- 
rence shall  not  be  authorized  to  pay  any  account  unless  payment  for 
the  same  shall  be  demanded  within  three  days  from  the  passing  of  this 
act 
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CHAP.  1. 

AN  ACT  further  to  amend  the  laws  relative  to  night  watch  and 
to  repeal  an  act  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  6ih  of  November,  1781. 

Whereas  doubts  have  arisen  concerning  the  fines  imposed'for  refusal  Preamble, 
neglect  or  delay  of  night  watch  duty,  and  whether  all  the  male  inhabit- 
ants above  sixty  years  of  age  residing  within  the  district  of  the  regiment 
commanded  by  Colonel  Abraham  Cuyler  and  those  in  the  town  of 
Schenectady  are  exempted  from  watching:  in  order  therefore  to  re- 
move such  doubts. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People   of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in  Peraons 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same  ^^^^ 
That  no  male  inhabitant  or  resident  above  sixty  years  of  age  (ministers  watchmen 
of  the  Gospel  and  such  male  inhabitants  or  residents  in  the  said  district 
as  shall  by  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  corporation  of  the  mayor 
aldermen  and  commonalty  of  the  city  of  Albany  in  common  council 
convened,  be  deemed  personally  incapable  of  watching  and  in  such  in- 
digent situations  as  not  to  be  able  to  procure  a  sijbstitute  to  serve  in 
their  stead,  and  such  male  inhabitants  or  residents  in  the  said  town  as 
^hall  by  a  majority  of  the  justices,  residing  in  the  said  town,  be  deemed 
incapable  and  unable  as  aforesaid  excepted)  shall  be  exempted  from 
watching  in  the  district  and  town  aforesaid;  but  every  such  male  inhab- 
itant or  resident  shall  be  and  hereby  is  subjected,  in  point  of  watching, 
to  the  same  duties  fines  and  forfeitures  with  the  militia.     That  the  mem-  command- 
bers  of  the  said  corporation  and  the  said  justices  shall  respectively  no-  io^^'^Sti. 
tify  the  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  of  the  district  fled  of  per 
and  town  respectively  by  a  notice  in  writing  of  the  persons  whom  they  S^teldU 
shall  deem  proper  to  exempt  as  aforesaid,  and  that  in  lieu  of  pecuniary 
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fines  imposed  for  refusal  neglect  or  delay  of  duty,  by  either  of  the 

laws  relative  to  night  watch,  the  fine  for  refusal,  neglect  or  delay  of 

duty  shall  be  six  shillings  in  gold  or  silver. 
Aotnajmed      And  be  it  further  enacted  by   the   authority  aforesaid  That  the  act 
repe  ed.    g^^itled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  laws  relative  to  night  watch  "  passed  the 

seventh  day  of  October  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  shall 

be  and  is  hereby  repealed. 


CHAP.  2. 

AN  ACT  further  to  continue  the  treasurer  of  this  State  in  office. 

Passed  the  7th  of  November,  1781. 

Preamble.       WHEREAS  by  the  act  continuing  Gerard  Bancker  Esq.,  treasurer  of 

this  State,  the  time  of  his  continuance  in  the  said  office  was  limitted  to 

sixty  days  after  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature. 

Oerard  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorkj  repre- 

conSnued  sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  encuted  by  the  authority  of 

JjJ^lJJj^"  the  same,  That  the  said  Gerard  Bancker  Esquire,  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby 

further  continued  in  office  as  treasurer  of  this  State,  until  sixty  days 

after  the  rising  of  the  legislature,  at  their  next  meeting  after  the  first 

Monday  in  July,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 

seven  hundred  and  eighty  two. 

Offloiai  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said 

oa^h^and     Q^^ard  Bjincker  Esq.,  shall  on,  or  before  the  twentieth  day  of  December 

next,  give  such  security  and  take  such  oath  as  were  directed  and  required 

by  the  second  and  third  clauses  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  appoint 

a  treasurer  of  this  State,"  passed  the  first  day  of  April  in  the  year  of  our 

Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundered  and  seventy  eight. 


CHAP.  3. 


AN  ACT  to  enable  the  treasurer  of  this  State  to  exchange  the 
old  Continental  money  for  the  new  in  the  loan  office  of  this 
State. 

Passed  the  13th  of  November,  1781. 

Treasurer       Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 

SiMgo"      Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same 

CoQt^en.  That  the  treasurer  of  this  State  shall  and  may  from  time  to  time  ex- 

money'in**^  change  any  Continental  bills  of  credit,  issued  before  the  eighteenth  day 

loan  oflBoe.  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  ancflighty,  which  he  has  or  may 

receive  into  the  treasury  by  exchange  or  otherwise  for  any  money  still 

remaining  in  the  Continental  loan  office  within  this  State  of  the  new 

emission  to  be  issued  agreable  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  eighteenth 

day  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  any  law  to  the 

contrary  notwithstanding 

At  what         And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  in  all  ex- 

e^^umged  changes  of  the  said  money  of  the  new  emission*  with  any  individual  for 

the  said  Continental  currency  the  said  treasurer  is  hereby  required  ta 

exchange  the  same  agreable  to  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 

eight  dollars  of  the  said  emission  issued  before  the  said  eighteenth  day  of 


Chap.  4,]  FIFTH  SESSION.  407 

March  for  one  dollar  of  the  said  new  emission,  or  at  such  other  rate  or  rates 
as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  established  by  virtue  of  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  better  establishing  the  rate  of  exchange  between  the 
bills  emitted  upon  the  credit  of  this  State  pursuant  to  the  act  of  con- 
gress of  the  eighteenth  day  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty  and  the  Continental  currency  theretofore  issued"  passed  the 
twenty  second  February  last 


CHAP.  4. 

AN  ACT  to  remedy  the  mistakes  and  defects  in  the  proceedings 
for  conviction  of  persons,  who  have  adhered  to  the  ehemy, 
grounded  on  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  forfeiture  and  sale 
of  the  estates  of  persons  who  have  adhered  to  the  enemies  of 
this  State  and  for  declaring  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  of 
this  State  in  respect  to  all  property  within  the  same.** 

Passed  the  13th  of  November,  1781. 

Whereas  divers  errors,  misprisions,  deviations  from  the  forms  pre-  Preamble, 
scribed  by  the  said  act,  misdescriptions  of  justices  before  whom  the  in- 
dictments were  taken  and  divers  incertainties  as  to  the  times  of  charg- 
ing the  facts  in  several  of  the  indictments  grounded  on  the  said  act 
have  taken  place  in  many  cases  as  well  in  the  indictments  as  in  the 
sherifs  notices  grounded  thereon;  and  also  divers  mistakes  have  been 
made  in  not  returning  into  the  supream  court  of  judicature  of  this 
State  the  examinations  whereon  some  of  the  indictments  have  been 
found. 

And  whereas  public  justice  requires  that  in  all  such  cases  as  aforesaid 
as  well  those  in  which  judgment  has  been  rendered,  as  those  in  which 
judgments  still  remain  to  be  rendered,  all  such  mistakes  defects  and 
deviations  from  the  requisites  of  the  said  act  should  be  remedied 

Be  it  titer ef  ore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre^  Brron. 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  JJJ^'iJS". 
the  same  That  all  si»ch  errors  misprisions  misdescriptions  and  deviations, 
and  also  all  such  incertainties  as  aforesaid  as  to  the  times  of  charging 
the  facts  in  any  of  the  said  indictments  and  in  the  sherifs  notices 
thereon  be  and  each  and  every  of  them  are  hereby  fully  and  absolutely 
remedied  and  that  the  proceedings  in  all  such  cases  respectively  shall 
be  deemed  as  effectual  in  the  law  to  all  intents  constructions  and  pur- 
poses whatsoever  as  if  the  said  act  had  been  fully  and  strictly  pursued 
in  every  instance  and  particular  in  such  proceedings  and  as  if  no  such 
errors,  misprisions,  misdescriptions  or  deviations  in  any  of  the  said  pro- 
ceedings, had  taken  place. 

And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen  whether  between  the  first  day  of  Notices 
April  last  and  the  twenty  ninth  day  of  September  last  Henry  I.  Wen-  i<«»il*«d' 
dell  or  John  Ten  Broeck  was  the  lawful  sherif  of  the  county  of  Albany, 
the  said  persons  having  both  officiated  in  the  said  office  between  the 
said  days,  and  the  said  Henry  I.  Wendell  having  published  all  the  notices 
on  such  indictments  aforesaid  as  have  been  found  in  the  county  of  Al- 
bany. In  order  to  remove  all  doubts  with  respect  to  such  notices  as  last 
aforesaid,  the  same  and  each  and  every  of  them  are  hereby  enacted 
and  declared  to  have  been  duly  published  to  all  intents  constructions 
and  purposes  in  the  law  whatsoever  as  if  he  was  during  the,  time  afore- 
said lawful  sherif  of  the  said  county. 
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Preamble. 


Time  for 
colleotlon 
extended. 


CHAP.  5. 

AN  ACT  farther  to  suspend  the  act  for  raising  a  sum  equal  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  specie. 

Passed  the  17th  of  November,  1781. 

Whereas  the  reasons  which  induce  the  legislature  to  suspend  the 
collection  of  the  said  tax  still  exists — 

jBe  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre- 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same  That,  the  levying  and  collecting  of  the  said  tax  shall  be  and  is 
hereby  farther  suspended  until  thirty  days  after  the  rising  of  the  legis- 
lature at  their  next  meeting. 


Costs 
allowed. 


CHAP.  O. 

AN  ACT  to  ascertain  the  fees  to  be  allowed  in  causes  tried  in  the 

justices  courts. 

Passed  the  17th  of  November,  1781. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  samt^ 
That  after  the  passing  of  this  act  no  greater  or  other  costs  shall  be  al- 
lowed taxed  or  taken  in  actions  brought  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled 
an  act  to  empower  justices  of  the  peace  mayors  recorders  and  alder- 
men to  try  causes  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds  and  under,  and 
for  suspending  an  act  therein  mentioned  as  the  same  is  amended  and 
Amount,  continued  than  the  following,  vizt.  A  summons  nine  pence,  a  warrant 
one  shilling,  a  judgment  one  shilling,  administering  every  oath  or  affirma- 
tion six  pence,  every  execution  one  shilling  and  six  pence,  subpoena 
for  each  witness  six  pence,  a  venire  facias  to  summon  a  jury  one  shil- 
ling, swearing  the  jury  one  shilling  and  six  penc^,  witnesses,  attending  on 
summons  or  otherwise  two  shillings  per  day,  and  so  in  proportion  for  a 
longer  or  shorter  time,  constable  or  other  officer  for  serving  every  war- 
rant summons  or  execution  for  one  miles  travel  or  under  one  shilling, 
for  every  mile  more  six  pence,  serving  every  execution  for  every  pound 
one  shilling,  summoning  every  jury  three  shillings,  the  person  serving  a 
subpoena  on  a  witness  one  shilling,  jurors  for  all  causes  tried,  one  shil- 
ling per  man,  provided  that  the  whole  costs  to  be  recovered  or  al- 
lowed in  any  one  action  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  forty  shillings. 


Preamble. 


CHAP.  7. 

AN  ACT  to  enable  the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Ulster  to 
levy  a  tax  in  grain  or  in  specie,  for  defraying  the  contingent 
charges  of  the  county. 

Passed  the  17th  of  November,  1781. 

Whereas  several  sums  of  money  are  due  to  individuals  from  the  said 
county  for  services  done  and  monies  advanced,  the  accounts  whereof 
have  been  stated  in  Continental  currency  and  justice  requires  that  such 
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compensation  should  be  made  to  those  creditors,  as  will  be  adequate  to 
the  services  done  or  monies  advanced. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  Meeting  of 
in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  orlf  noMce 
That  the  said  supervisors  shall  meet  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  January  ^  persons 
next  at  the  house  of  Evert  Bogardus  in  Kingston;  andt  hat  previous  to  oklmf 
such  meeting  the  supervisors  clerk  shall  by  public  advertisements  in 
the  several  towns  manors  and  precincts  in  the  said  county  notify  all 
persons  who  have  demands  against  the  said  county  to  bring  in  their 
accounts  to  the  supervisors  aforesaid  on  that  day,  in  order  to  enable 
them  to  ascertain  what  sum  may  be  necessary  to  defray  the  contingent 
charges. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  said  Amount  to 
supervisors  when  so  met  shall  proceed  to  apportion  the  sum  which  shall  tlon^'" 
by  them  be  deemed  necessary  to  defray  the  contingent  charges  aforesaid,  JJJ^eto 
to  and  among  the  several  towns  manor  and  precincts  respectively  within 
the  said  county;  and  the  said  supervisors  shall  and  may  add  to  such 
apportionment,  such  sum  or  sums  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  mainten- 
ance and   support   of  the  poor  in  each   respective  town  manor  and 
precinct:  And  that  upon  such  apportionment  the  said  supervisors  shall 
issue  their  warrants  to  the  assessors  of  the  several  towns  manor  and 
precincts  respectively,  to  rate  and  assess  the  sums  so  apportioned  on 
the  estates  real  and  personal  of  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the 
respective  towns  manor  and  precincts,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  an 
act  entitled  "An  act  to  raise  a  tax  in  specie  and  a  tax  in  paper  currency," 
passed  the  twenty  seventh  day  of  June  last. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the   as-  AssesB- 
sessors  shall  return  the  assessment  rolls  that  shall  be  made  in  pursuance  ™turo  of** 
of  this  act,  on  a  day  and  at  a  place  to  be  appointed  by  the  said  super-  tax  lists, 
visors  for  that  purpose,  at  the  time  they  shall  issue  such  warrants  to  the  ®^ 
assessors.     And  that  on  the  return  of  the  said  assessment   rolls  the 
supervisors  shall  cause  the  several  tax  lists  to  be  made  out,  and  the 
sums  therein  assessed  to  be  charged  at  specie  value. 

Provided  nevertheless  that  it  shall  be  at  the  election  of  every  person  PaTments 
to  be  assessed  by  virtue  of  this  act  to  pay  the  tax  so  assessed,  either  in  {^  coin  or* 
gold  or  silver  coin,  or  in  wheat  at  the  rate  of  six  shillings  per  bushel,  or  wheat  or 
in  rye  or  Indian  com  at  the  rate  of  four  shillings  per  bushel.  ^"*" 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  Super-  order  to 
visors  of   the  several  towns  manor  and   precincts  respectively,  shall  ♦?'^"i|S|J 
when  the  said  tax  lists  are  completed  order  and  direct  the  collectors  tax. 
aforesaid  to  collect  the  sums  contained  in  such  tax  lists  to  be  col- 
lected, and  also  direct  the  grain  that  may  be  delivered  in  payment,  to  be 
delivered  at  such  place  or  places  as  the  supervisor  or  supervisors  of  each 
town  manor  or  precinct  respectively,  shall  deem  most  convenient.    And  Taxwa^ 
that  each  of  the  said  tax  lists  being  signed  and  completed,  shall  be  ™"** 
a  sufficient  warrant  to  the  collector  or  collectors  in  the  respective  towns 
manors  and  precincts,  to  levy  and  collect  the  sums  that  shall  be  thereby 
assessed. 

And  be  it  further  encuted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  col-  Ooneotors, 
lectors  of  the  several  towns  manor  and  precincts,  within  the  said  county,  yS2S"in. 
are  hereby  vested  with  the  same  powers  to  recover  the  taxes  that  shall 
be  assessed  by  virtue  of  this  act;  and  subjected  to  the  same  penalties,  as 
are  vested  imported  and  inflicted  in  and  by  the  above  mentioned  act 
entitled  "An  act  for  raising  a  tax  in  specie  and  a  tax  in  paper  currency." 
And  each  of  the  said  collectors  respectively  shall  be  entitled  to  receive, 
and  may  retain  in  his  hands  nine  pence  in  the  pound  in  value,  out  of 
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the  monies  and  grain  proportionally  which  he  shall  have  collected,  for 
his  services  in  collecting  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  col- 
lector or  collectors  of  each  town  manor  and  precinct  respectively  shall 
within  twenty  days  after  receiving  the  tax  lists  before  mentioned,  make 
return  to  the  supervisor  or  supervisors  ot  such  town  manor  or  precinct, 
of  the  money  and  grain  by  them  respectively  collected,  notice  of  the 
amount  and  value  whereof  shall  be  given  in  writing  bv  such  supervisor 
or  supervisors  to  the  clerk  of  the  supervisors.  And  that  when  by  such 
notices  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  clerk  that  the  collection  of  the  said 
tax  is  completed  as  far  as  the  same  can  be  collected,  he  shall  and  is 
hereby  required  to  give  notice  thereof  to  the  supervisors  within  the  said 
county  to  assemble  at  a  time  and  place  to  be  by  him  for  that  purpose 
in  the  said  notice  appointed.  And  the  supervisors  or  a  major  part  of 
them,  being  so  assembled,  shall  by  writing  direct  the  said  clerk  to  take 
charge  of  the  monies  and  grain  so  collected,  and  out  of  the  same  forth- 
with to  pay  and  discharge  the  several  sums  due  from  the  said  county. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  per- 
sons having  demands  against  the  said  county  when  the  same  shall  have 
been  audited  and  allowed  by  the  supervisors,  shall  receive  the  amount 
of  the  accounts  due  to  them  respectively  in  grain  at  the  prices  herein 
before  stated,  in  lieu  of  money. 


CHAP.  8. 


Preamble, 


Qoyernor 
may  draft 
men  into 
actual  ser 
▼ice  from 
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Classes. 


AN  ACT  for  the  further  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  this  State. 

Passed  the  17th  of  November,  1781. 

Whereas  the  time  for  which  the  levies  were  raised  for  the  defence  of 
this  State,  will  expire  on  the  thirty  first  day  of  December  next,  and  the 
exposed  situation  of  the  frontiers  may  render  it  necessary  that  forces 
should  be  raised  for  their  further  protection. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre- 
sented in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  encuted  by  the  authority  of 
the  samCy  That  the  person  administring  the  government  for  the  time 
being;  shall  and  may  draw  out  into  actual  service  from  all  or  any  of  the 
districts  of  the  brigades  or  regiments  of  the  militia  of  this  State,  when 
and  as  often  as  he  shall  deem  it  necessary  for  the  defence  of  this  State, 
such  and  so  many  able  bodied  and  effective  men,  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  ^vt  hundred,  for  any  term  or  time,  not  exceeding  one  yeax 
from  the  first  day  of  January  next,  as  he  shall  deem  most  conducive  to 
the  safety  of  the  State,  on  the  plan  prescribed  in  and  by  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  raise  troops  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,"  passed  the 
eleventh  day  of  March  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty,  subject  to  such 
alterations  as  are  made  in  the  said  plan,  in  and  by  an  act  entitled  **An 
act  to  raise  troops  for  the  immediate  defence  of  the  State,"  passed  the 
tenth  day  of  March  last,  and  subject  to  such  alterations  as  are  herein 
after  mentioned;  and  which  acts  shall  be  and  hereby  are  declared  to 
extend  to,  and  be  laws  of  this  State,  for  raising  the  troops  hereby  intended 
to  be  raised.  That  the  classes  shall  consist  of  so  many  men  as  the 
person  administring  the  government  shall  deem  proper  for  raising  tlie 
troops  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers;  and  that  the  person 
administring  the  government,  if  troops  shall  be  drawn  out  at  dififerent 
periods  in  pursuance  of  this  law,  shall  apportion  such  troops  among  the 
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<li£ferent  brigades  and  regiments  so  that  the  burden  in  the  rotation  of 
service  may  as  nearly  as  possible  be  equally  borne  among  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  State.     That  the  men  to  be  raised  in  pursuance  of  this  act  How  to  be 
shall  be  officered,  arranged  into  corps,  and  be  subject  to  the  Continental  ^  ^' 
articles  of  war,  and  trial,  and  be  provided  with  arms  and  accoutrements 
in  like  manner  as  was  directed  in  and  by  the  said  two  last  mentioned 
acts  — That  classes  neglecting  or  refusing  to  furnish  a  man,  shall  incur  Penalty, 
a  like  penalty  to  be  levied  and  applied  in  the  same  manner,  and  the 
person  or  persons  of  a  class  furnishing  a  man  shall  have  a  like  remedy 
for  recovery  against  the  other  persons  composing  such  class,  as  in  and 
by  the  said  laws  are  directed  — That  each  class  shall  be  responsible  for  class  n>- 
the  man  by  them  respectively  enlisted,  until  they  shall  severally  be  "^I'lJ*^® 
delivered  and  mustered  at  the  place  or  places  of  rendezvous  to  be  ap-  is  mus- 
pointed  in  general  orders  by  the  person  administering  the  government  ^"^  * 
of  this  State  for  the  time  being;  and  on  a  failure  of  a  sufficient  muster 
at  such  place  or  places,  either  of  an  able  bodied  man,  or  of  arms,  or  other 
appointments,  the  class  so  delinquent  shall  be  subject  to  a  detachment 
from  among  them  of  such  an  able  bodied  man,  properly  armed  and 
appointed  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  in  such  case  be  datached  by  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  regiment  wherein  such  class  shall  be  within  five 
days  after  notice  of  such  delinquency  given  to  him  by  the  person  or 
persons  to  be  appointed  by  the  person  administering  the  government  to 
muster  the  said  levies  at  such  place  or  places  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  every  col-  Command- 
onel  or  commanding  officer  of  a  regiment  shall  cause  such  returns  as  by  J^^J^jScT*^ 
the  said  two  last  mentioned  acts  are  required,  to  be  made  to  him  forth-  returns, 
with  after  the  passing  of  this  act;  and  every  commissioned  officer  or 
assessor  who  shall  willfully  neglect  or  refuse  to  do  and  perform  any  of 
the  duties  required  of  him  by  this  act,  and  the  said  other  two  acts  as 
hereby  extended,  shall  instead  of  the  penalty  mentioned  in  the  said  acts 
forfeit  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds,  to  be  recovered  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed in  and  by  the  said  acts,  in  gold  or  silver  only. 

And  be  tt  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  whatever  when 
measures  may  be  necessary  to  carry  this  law  into  execution,  shall  be  tocw^^ 
executed  on  the  general  orders  to  be  issued  for  the  purpose  by  the  per-  act  into 
son  administering  the  government  from  time  to  time,  and  whenever  he  2enepii*<5-- 
shall  deem  it  expedient;  and  that  every  commissioned  officer  of  the  f^J^?^^. 
militia  of  this  State,  shall  make  such  returns  respecting  the  said  levies  cers  to 
to  such  officers  in  the  militia  and  within  such  time  as  the  person  ad-  furns/^ 
ministering  the  government  shall  from  time  to  time  direct  and  appoint. 
That  every  commissioned  officer  of  the  militia  of  this  State  shall  make 
such  returns  respectively  relative  to  any  levies  which  were  directed  to 
be  raised  by  any  law  of  this  State  passed  after  the  first  day  of  March 
seventeen  hundred  and  eighty,  to  such  officers  of  the  militia  and  within 
such  time,  as  the  person  administering  the  government  shall  from  time  to 
time  appoint;  and  that  any  commissioned  officer  disobeying  such  general  Officers 
orders,  shall  and  may  be  tried  by  a  general  court  martial,  to  be  convened  ^^^ 
by  order  of  the  person  administering  the  government;  and  if  such  com-  tried  by 
missioned  officer  shall  be  convicted  of  wilful  neglect  or  refusal  to  execute  &^7o™*'^' 
any  of  the  duties   imposed  on   him  by  this  act,  he  shall  and   may  be  5*^*^'  *^' 
adjudged  in  like  manner  as  is  directed  in  and  by  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  for  regulating  the  militia  of  this  State,'*  provided  that  such  trial  or 
conviction  shall  not  exempt  such  offender  from  a  prosecution  for  the 
X>enalty  herein  before  mentioned,  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  and  by 
the  said  act  entitled  "An  act  to  raise  troops  for  the  immediate  defence 
of  the  State." 
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Where  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  whenever 

cufeea?"^  any  person  or  persons  shall  procure  a  man  for  any  class,  at  his  or  their 
expeoM  °^*^  proper  expence  to  serve  in  such  levies,  and  all  the  persons  com- 
man  to  posing  such  class  cannot  agree  to  a  mode  for  the  apportionment  of  such 
8um\o  be  sum,  the  assessors  residing  within  the  district  or  any  two  or  more  of 
Sooed  them  shall  and  may  apportion  the  sum  paid  as  and  for  a  bounty  to 
amoDg  such  man,  and  assess  the  persons  composing  such  class  agreeable  to 
their  circumstances  and  abilities — And  that  the  assessment  or  appor- 
tionment so  to  be  made  in  pursuance  of  this  law,  shall  upon  any  suit  to 
be  commenced  for  the  recovery  of  any  part  of  such  bounty,  be  deemed 
conclusive  evidence  to  entitle  the  plaintif  to  recover  the  sum  assessed 
against  the  defendant,  and  the  justice  or  jury  shall  give  a  verdict  and 
judgment  accordingly. 


class, 


CHAP.  9. 

AN  ACT  declaring  the  rates  at  which  French  crowns  and  guineas 
shall  be  received  in  payment  of  taxes  and  other  public  monies 
due  to  this  State ;  and  making  it  felony  to  counterfeit  any  silver 
French  coins. 

Passed  the  20th  of  November,  1781. 

French  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented  in 

recefv^^  5-f  «<?/?  and  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 
Inpayment  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  treasurer  of  this  State,  and  all  other  public 
o  taxes,     officers  concerned  in  the  receipt  of  taxes,  or  other  public  monies  on 
account  of  this  State,  to  receive  in  payment  of  such  taxes  or  other  public 
monies,  the  silver  coins  commonly  called  French  crowns  al  the  rate  of 
nine  shillings  lawful  money  of  this  State  for  each  crown;  and  the  gold 
coins  commonly  called  French  guineas,  weighing  five  pennyweight  and 
four  grains,  at  the  rate  of  thirty  six  shillings  and  four  pence  of  like  money, 
for  each  guinea. 
Proviso  as        Whereas  the  laws  of  the  late  colony  of  New  York,  which  are  still  in 
feiSng!^'^  full  force,  making  it  felonjr  to  counterfeit  certain  gold  and  silver  coins 
current  in  this  State,  or  to  pass  the  same  knowing  them  to  be  counter- 
feit, have  not  made  provision  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  or 
.    passing  silver  French  coins  current  in  this  State. 
Felony  to       Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  any 
c^^terfeit  pg^son  or  persons  who  shall  hereafter  counterfeit  any  of  the  French 
crowns  aforesaid,  or  other  silver  French  coins,  or  shall  pass  any  such 
counterfeit  crowns  or  other  silver  coins,  knowing  the  same  to  be  coun- 
terfeit, shall  for  any  such  offence,  being  thereof  convicted,  suffer  the 
pains  of  death  without  the  benefit  of  clergy  as  in  cases  of  felony. 


CHAP.  10. 

AN  ACT  for  levying  a  tax  within  this  State. 

Passed  the  20th  of  November,  1781. 

Tkx  levied.      Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,   represented 

SoS£       '«  Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the 

same.  That  there  shall  be  raised  by  tax  within  this  State  the  sum  of 
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twenty  five  thousand  pounds  in  specie  — That  the  quota  of  the  county 
of  Albany  of  the  said  sum  shall  be  ten  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten 
pounds ;  the  quota  of  the  county  of  Dutchess  seven  thousand  pounds ; 
the  quota  of  the  county  of  Ulster  three  thousand  six  hundred  pounds; 
the  quota  of  the  county  of  Orange  two  thousand  six  hundred  and 
forty  three  pounds  ;   the  quota  of  the  county  of  Tryon  five  hundred 
and  eleven  pounds;   the  quota   of   the  county  of   Westchester,  three 
hundred   and   thirty   six  pounds,  and  the  quota  of  the  county  Char- 
lotte one  hundred  pounds.  —  That   the    quota's  hereby    assigned   to 
the  several  counties,  shall  by  the  supervisors  of  the  respective  counties 
be  apportioned  to  and  amongst  the  cities,  towns  manors  districts  and 
precincts,  within  such  counties  respectively,  according  to  what  may  be 
deemed  their  respective  circumstances  and  abilities  at  the  time  of  mak- 
ing such  apportiontment  —  That  the  supervisors  clerks  of  the  several  Sup«Y*«r 
counties  shall  forthwith  after  the  passing  this  act,  by  circular  letters  call  tociSi*^ 
a  meeting  of  the  supervisors  for  the  purpose   aforesaid  —  That  the  2JJap£,p. 
supervisors  clerk  in  each  respective  county  as  soon  as  such  apportion-  tioDmeot' 
ment  shall  be  made,  shall  cause  the  several  supervisors  who  shall  riot  S[JJ^c«of 
be  present  at  such  meeting  to  be  served  with  a  notice  in  writing  of  the  ^^^, 
sums  at  which  the  quotas  of  their  respective  cities,  towns,  manors,  dis-  ^^^    ' 
tricts  or  precincts  shall  have  been  so  apportioned.      That  in  case  of  the 
death  or  absence  of  the  supervisor,  such  notice  shall  be  served  on  any 
of  the  assessors  —  That  the  several  supervisors  forthwith  after  such  Ansessore 
apportionment  shall  be  be  made,  or  in  case  sucli  notice  as  aforesaid  shall  ^^^®"" 
be  served  upon  an  assessor,  then  such  assessor  shall  convene  the  assess- 
ors in  order  that  they  may  proceed  to  make  the  assessment  of  the  city, 

town,  monor,  district,  or  precinct  —  That  the  assessors  shall  thereupon 

immediately  proceed  to  make  assessments  on  the  several  inhabitants,  ™J3^*^^* 
residents  and  persons  holding  or  possessing  real  or  personal  estate  within 
the  city,  town,  manor,  district,  or  precinct,  according  to  the  estate  and 
other  circumstances  and  ability  to  pay  taxes  of  each  respective  person 
collectively  considered,  distinguishing  in  such  assessment  roll,  between 
the  real  and  personal  estate  of  such  persons  respectively  —  That  after  Notice  of 
the  assessors  shall  have  made  out  the  assessment  roll  they  shall  there-  ™*hew* 
upon  cause  notifications  thereof  in  writing  to  be  affixed  in  at  least  four  RTievances. 
publick  places  in  the  city,  town,  manor,  district,  or  precinct,  and  shall  in 
such  notifications  assign  a  time  and  place,  when  and  where  they  will 
meet,  and  that  all  persons  who  will  attend  may  inspect  the  assessment 
roll — That    if  upon  hearing  the  proofs  or  allegations  of  any  per-i^ofaaud 
son  it  shall  appear  that  any  person  or  persons  are  assessed  at  an  higher  Ji>bir^^"* 
or  lower  rate  than  they  respectively  ought  to  be,  that  the  assessors  shall  J^eord. 
add  to  or  deduct  from  the  respective  assessments  in  such  manner  as  they 
shall  deem   reasonable,  and  make  the  necessary  alterations   in  such 
assessment's  roll  accordingly.      That  the  assessors  shall  be  authorized  Adjoum- 
to  adjourn  the  said  meeting  to  such  and  so  many  different  places  as  ™®'*^' 
they  shall  deem  most  convenient,  and  such  meeting  shall  be  continued 
from  day  to  day  (and  not  exceeding  six  days  Sonday  excepted)   until 
it  shall  appear  to  the  assessor  that  there  hath  been  reasonable  time  for 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  to  have  ap- 
peared before  them  and  have  had  respectively  an  hearing  —  That  as  Boll  to  be 
soon  as  the  assessors  shall  have  compleated  the  assessment  roll,  the  same  Jo  "u^ 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  supervisor  or  supervisors  of  the  city,  town,  ^iaor. 
manor,  district,  or  precinct,  or  in  case  of  his  or  their  death  or  absence 
to  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  whom  the  assessors  shall  notify 
for  the  purpose  —  That  the  supervisor  or  supervisors  or  such  justice  of  Tax  Ust. 
the  peace,  shall  thereupon  within  five  days  after  it  being  so  delivered 
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from  a  tax  list  agreeable  to  such  assessment  roll ;  that  the  assessment- 
roll  and  tax  list  shall  respectively  be  of  the  form  and  upon  the  plan 
contained  in  the  schedule  number  one  and  two  hereunto  annexed  — 
Amount  to  That  the  amount  of  the  monies  to  be  inserted  in  the  tax  list,  as  and  for 
aeruTd.       ^^^  ^^^  to  be  paid  by  each  respective  person  shall  bear  such  proportion 
to  the  amount  of  the  sum  at  which  such  person  shall  be  assessed,  as  the 
whole  sum  to  be  raised  within  the  city,  town,  manor,  district,  or  precinct, 
doth  bear  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  assessment  thereof  —  That  the 
supervisor  shall  insert  in  such  tax  list  opposite  to  each  respective  name, 
the  quantity  of  wheat  to  be  furnished  by  each  person  ifi  payment  of  his 
or  her  tax,  computing  the  wheat  at  the  rate  of  six  shillings  per  bushel. 
ProTiso  as       Provided  always  that  in  the  precincts  of  Orange  Town  and  Haver- 
c?ncte        straw  in  the  county  of  Orange,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawfuU  to  and  for 
named.      the  supervisors  to  insert  in  the  tax  list  of  such  districts  opposite  to  each 
person's  name  the  quantity  of  wheat  and  the  quantity  of  rye  to  be 
furnished  in  lieu  thereof  by  each  person  in  payment  for  his  or  her  tax, 
Places  for  computing  the  rye  at  the  rate  of  four  shillings  per  bushel  —  That  the    . 
grafn^to^be  supervisor  or  supervisors  or  justice  who  shall  make  such  tax  list,  shall 
appointed,  within  four  days  after  compleating  and  signing  it,  appoint  a  person  at 
each  place  or  places,  not  exceeding  three,  in  the  city,  town,  manor,  dis- 
trict, or  precinct  for  the  receipt  of  the  grain  to  be  delivered  in  payment 
of  the  tax,  and  shall  deliver  such  tax-list  to  the  collector;  and  if  there  are 
more  than  one  collector  in  such  city,  town,  manor,  district,  or  precinct. 
Collector    a  tax  list  to  each  of  the  collectors  —  That  the  collector  shall  within  four- 
tax"payOT».  ^^^^  ^^y^  ^^^^^  ^"^^  delivery  notify  every  person  whose  name  is  con- 
'  tained  in  such  tax  list,  and  living  within  such  part  part  of  the  city,  town, 
manor,  district,  or  precinct,  for  which  such  collector  was  elected,  of  the 
sum  which  he  or  she  shall  be  taxed,  and  the  quantity  of  grain  as  afore- 
said which  he  or  she  may  deliver  in  lieu  thereof,  the  place  at  which,  in 
Notice        what  time  and  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  delivered  —  That  a  notice  left 
dwefune    ^^^^  ^^^  person  of  the  age  of  discretion  at  the  dwelling  house  of  the 
sufficient,   person  taxed  shall  be  deemed  a  sufficient  notice,  if  such  person  so  taxed 
shall  reside  in  the  city,  town,  monor,  district,  or  precinct;  and  if  such 
person  shall  not  reside  in  the  city,  town,  manor,  district,  or  precinct,  a 
notice  in  writing  specifying  the  amount  of  such  tax  the  quantity  of 
grain  which  may  be  delivered  in  lieu  thereof,  the  place  at  which  such 
delivery  should  be  mady,  and  to  whom  put  up  on  some  part  -of  the  lands 
belonging  to  the  person  so  taxed,  in  the  city,  town,  manor,  district  or 
precinct  where  the   said  lands  are  taxed  and  directed  to  him  or  her. 
Tax  list  or  shall  be  deemed  a  sufficient  notice.     That  the  collector  shall  forthwith 
d^Fivered^  after  having  notified  such  persons  respectively  in  the  manner  herein 
to  persons  before  mentioned,  deliver  such  tax  list,  or  a  copy  thereof  to  the  person 
to  receive   ^^  persons  appointed  by  the  supervisor  or  supervisors  or  justice,  to  re- 
train, etc.  ceive  the  grain  to  be  delivered  in  lieu  of  the  tax  assessed  on  the  city, 
town,  manor,  district,  or  precinct  —  That  the  person  so  appointed  to  re- 
ceive such  grain  shall  from  time  to  time  make  a  mark  on  such  tax  list 
or  copy  opposite  to  the  names  of  such  persons  who  shall  deliver  grain 
in  lieu  of  their  tax,  and  shall  keep  an  account  of  the  quantity  of  grain 
Return  of  received  and  from  whom  the  same  was  respectively  received  —  That  the 
ooUMtor*  P^^o^  appointed  to  receive  such  grain  shall  forthwith  after  the  expita- 
etc.        '    tion  of  fourteen  days  after  the  time  limitted  in  and  by  this  act  for  notifying 
the  persons  taxed  in  the  city,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct  return 
such  tax-list  or  such  copy  thereof  to  the  collector  who  shall  forthwith 
proceed  to  collect  the  arrears  of  such  tax  in  gold  or  silver  only  —  That 
if  any  of  the  persons  so  taxed  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  tax  im- 
posed on  them  when  thereunto  required,  the  collector  shall  levy  the 
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same  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chatties  of  the  person,  so 
refusing  or  neglecting.      That  where  distress  and  sale  shall  be  made  in 
either  of  the  cases  above  mentioned  the  overplus  after  deducting  the  Overplus 
charges  of  such  distress  and  sale  shall  be  returned  to  the  person  by  ^  gf  ® 
reason  of  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  whom  such  distress  and  sale  shall  be  returned, 
made  —  That  for  want  of  goods  and  chattels  whereon  to  levy  the  tax,  suite  to 
the  collector  shall  be  and  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  com-  ^®®^ 
mence  a  suit  in  his  own  name  before  any  justice  of  thq  peace  of  the 
'county  where  at  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  such  action  the  de- 
fendant shall  happen  to  be,  and  the  justice  or  jury  shall  give  a  verdict 
and  judgment  for  the  amount  of  the  sum  at  which  the  defendant  shall 
be  so  taxed  with  costs  upon  the  tax  list  being  duly  pro^'ed  to  have  been  Byidenoe. 
signed  by  the  supervisor  or  justice  which  is  hereby  declared  to  be  con- 
clusive evidence  to  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  recover,  and  the  authority 
and  jurisdiction  of  such  justice  is  hereby  extended  to  all  such  actions, 
notwithstanding  the  sum  to  be  sued  for  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  ten 
pounds  —  That  the  collectors  shall  respectively  pay  into  the  county  Moneys  to 
treasury  the  monies  they  shall  from  time  to  time  collect,  never  retaining  county  ^ 
in  their  possession  respectively  a  sum  exceeding  the  sum  of  one  hun-  treasurers, 
dred  pounds  —  That  the  collectors  shall  be  allowed  and  are  hereby 
authorized  to  retain  in  their  hands  out  of  the  taxes  by  them  collected 
a  poundage  of  six  pence  in  the  pound  for  their  services  in  notifying  the 
persons  taxed,  in  collecting  the  said  tax  and  paying  the  same  into  the* 
county  treasury — That  the  county  treasurers  shall  pay  the  monies  they  To  state 
shall  respectively  from  time  to  time  receive  from  the  collectors  into  the  ^®*""*'®'"- 
treasury  of  this  State,  never  retaining  in  their  possession  respectively  a 
sum  exceeding  five  hundred  pounds  —  That  the  several  county  treasurers  Allowance 
shall  be  allowed  and  hereby  are  authorized  to  retain  the  same  in  their  J^^JJJUjJa. 
hands  out  of  the  monies  they  shall  respectively  receive  from  the  collec- 
tors, a  commission  of  eight  shillings  for  every  hundred  pounds  for  their 
services  in  receiving  the  said  monies  and  paying  the  same  into  the 
treasury  of  this  State  —  That  the  collectors  shall  collect  the  arrears  of  When 
such  tax  and  pay  the  same  into  the  county  treasury  within  thirty  days  SSto*be' 
after  the  time  limitted  for  paying  the  same  in  grain  is  expired  —  That  the  collected 
collector  shall  be  allowed  one  bushel  and  an  half  for  every  hundred  5?er?** 
bushels  of  grain  delivered,  for  his  services  in  notifying  the  persons  taxed,  Allowance 
which  allowance  the  person  who  shall  have  received  the  grain  is  hereby  JJr?**"*^ 
authorised  to  deliver  to  such  collector,  taking  such  collector's  receipt  for 
the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^    That   the  re-  Powers 
spective  supervisor  or  supervisors,  or  such  justice  of  the  peace  as  afore-  JJSpwrisor 
said,  shall    be  vested  with   the  following  powers  and  authority    viz.  or  justice 
From  time  to  time  to  assign  a  place  or  places  at  which  the  grain  shall  be  ^*oe! 
delivered,  and  persons  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  delivered  ;  in  case  of 
the  death,  removal,  or  refusal  to  accept  or  inability  to  serve  of  a  col- 
lector to  call  a  special  town  meeting  for  electing  a  collector,  in  the  stead 
of  the  person  so  dying,  removing  or  refusing  to  accept,  or  becoming  una- 
ble to  serve,  as  the  case  may  be;  to  cause  the  assessment  rolls  and  tax 
list  to  be  fairly  made  out,  and  when  so  made  out,  to  sign  the  tax  list 
and  cause  the  same  to  be  delivered  to   the   collector,   and   a   copy 
thereof  to  be  filed  with  the  treasurer  of  the  county.  To  cause  the  collec- 
tors to  appear  before  him  or  them  the  said  supervisor  or  supervisors, 
or  justice  from  time  to  time,  and  at  such  time  and  at  such  place  within 
the  city,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  as  he  or  they  shall  appoint,  to 
render  an  account  of  the  monies  they  shall  have  respectively  collected 
and  of  the  taxes  which  shall  remain  unpaid  and  to  direct  the  collectors  « 
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to  pay  the  monies  which  they  shall  severally  have  in  hand  into  the  county 
treasury,  and  from  time  to  time  to  return  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county 
an  account  of  the  monies  and  grain  received  in  payment  for  the  tax  im- 
posed in  and  by  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  super- 
visors or  such  justices  of  the  peace,  as  aforesaid  shall  be  severally 
allowed  for  their  respective  services  and  expence  for  every  day  they 
shall  be  severally  employed  in  executing  the  business  by  this  act  com- 
mitted to  them,  the  sum  of  five  shillings,  besides  the  expences  of  clerks, 
messengers,  papers  and  other  incidental  matters,  and  that  the  assessors 
shall  each  be  allowed  and  paid  for  their  services  and  expences  for  each 
day  they  shall  be  respectively  actually  employed  in  making  the  assess- 
ments in  pursuance  of  this  act,  the  like  sum  of  five  shillings  and  inci- 
dental expences  as  aforesaid;  which  wages  and  incidental  expences  of 
the  supervisors  justices  of  the  peace  and  assessors  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
allowed  and  paid  as  the  contingent  charges  of  the  county  are  allowed 
and  paid;  to  be  charged  nevertheless  to  the  city,  town,  mannor,  district 
and  precinct,  in  which  the  same  shall  respectively  arise. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any 
supervisor  or  justice  of  the  peace  or  supervisors  clerk  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  to  execute  any  of  the  duties  enjoined  on  him  in  and  by  this  act, 
or  if  any  collector  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  appear  before  the  super- 
visor, or  supervisors  of  the  city,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  or  such 
justice  of>  the  peace  as  aforesaid;  when  duly  notified  by  writing  under  his 
or  their  hand  or  hands,  or  if  any  collector  shall  refuse  to  render  an 
account  to  the  said  supervisors  or  such  justice  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid 
in  manner  herein  before  directed  when  thereunto  required  by  the  said 
supervisor  or  supervisors  or  such  justice  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid,  or 
if  the  assessors  shall  neglect  to  compleat  the  assessments  within  the 
time  by  the  said  supervisor  or  supervisors  or  such  justice  of  the  peace 
as  aforesaid,  from  time  to  time  to  be  assigned,  the  person  or  persons  so 
offending  shall  for  each  and  every  such  offence  forfiet  the  sum  of 
twenty  five  pounds  to  the  people  of  this  State  to  be  recovered  by  action 
in  the  name  of  the  treasurer  of  this  State  in  assumpsit  for  monies 
received  to  the  use  of  the  plaintiff  in  the  supreme  court  of  this  State, 
with  costs  of  suit;  and  when  recovered  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury 
of  this  State.  And  it  is  hereby  expressly  made  the  duty  of  the  super- 
visor or  supervisiors,  or  such  justice  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid,  to  report 
every  such  offender  to  the  attorney  general;  and  it  is  hereby  also  ex- 
pressly made  the  duty  of  the  attorney  general  to  sue  and  prosecute  for 
the  recovery  of  every  such  penalty,  and  to  pay  the  same  when  recovered 
into  the  treasury  of  this  State,  and  such  suit  shall  and  may  be  prose- 
cuted to  effect  altho  the  treasurer  in  whose  name  the  same  shall  be  com- 
menced should  die,  resign  or  be  displaced. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  upon 
rendering  such  account  as  aforesaid  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  super- 
visor or  supervisors,  or  such  justice  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid,  that 
any  collector  shall  be  possessed  of  any  monies  which  he  ought  to 
have  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  county  treasurer,  or  that  any  of  the 
said  tax  shall  be  in  arrear,  and  which  such  collector  could  have  levied 
and  collected;  such  collector  shall  be  liable  to  pay  all  such  monies 
which  he  shall  then  be  possessed  of  and  which  he  ought  to  have  paid 
into  the  hands  of  the  county  treasurer,  and  all  such  arrears  of  tax  with 
interest  for  the  same  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  per  cent  per  annum,  from  the 
time  when  such  arrears  of  tax  could  have  been  levied  and  collected,  to 
be  recovered  with  costs,  by  action,  in  the  name  of  the  treasurer  of  the 


Chap,  la]  FIFTH  SESSION.  417 

county  in  assumpsit  for  monies  received  to  the  use  of  the  plaintiff,  and 
to  which  suit  the  defendant  .may  plead  the  general  issue  and  give  any 
special  matter  in  evidence.  And  it  is  hereby  expressly  made  the  duty  of 
the  said  supervisor  or  supervisors  or  such  justice  of  the  peace  aforesaid, 
to  report  every  such  case  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county  for  the  time  be- 
ing, who  is  hereby  expressly  required  and  authorized  to  sue  and  prose- 
cute such  suit  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  asses-  AaseMore, 
sors  or  a  majority  of  them  may  by  writing  under  their  hands  summon  ^Sfmmon 
any  person  actually  resident  within  the  city,  town,  manor  district  or  gj"*^"®  **\ 
precinct  to  appear  before  them  at  such  time  and  such  place  within  the  be  ex- 
respective  city,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  as  they  may  think  JStasto* 
proper,  to  be  examined  on  oath,  or  if  of  the  people  called  Quakers  on  property, 
affirmation;  which  oath  or  affirmation  the  assessors  or  a  majority  of 
them,  are  hereby  authorized  to  administer  touching  the  value  or  amount 
of  any  personal  estate  and  if  the  person  so  to  be  summoned  shall  not 
upon  being  served  with  such  summons  appear  before  the  assessors,  or 
appearing  shall  refuse  to  answer  to  interrogatories  upon  oath;  or  if  of 
the  people  called  Quakers  on  affirmation  touching  the  value  or  amount 
of  the  personal  estate  of  any  person  within  such  city,  town,  manor,  dis- 
trict or  precinct,  the  person  or  persons  so  offending 'shall  for  every  such 
offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  ten  pounds,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  ac- 
tion of  debt  in  the  name  of  the  treasurer  of  the  county  and  when  re- 
covered paid  in  like  manner  as  last  aforesaid,  so  as  the  person  to  be 
summoned  shall  not  be  compeled  to  answer  to  any    interrogatories 
touching  the  value  or  amount  of  his  or  her  property.     And  provided 
always  that  no  such  evidence  shall  be  conclusive  for  forming  any  assess- 
ment, but  that  the  assessors  shall  be  at  liberty  to  determine  the  actual 
value  of  such  personal  property  as  aforesaid,  by  such  evidence  as  afore- 
said, or  any  other  means  which  in  their  judgment  may  be  deemed  most 
proper  for  estimating  such  actual  value. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by    the    authority    aforesaid^    That    the  Treasurer 
treasurer  of  this  State  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  advance  ^^ee** 
on  the  warrant,  of  the  person  administring  the  government,  under  the  ?}®",f y*  ^ 
privy  seal  of  this  State  such  sum  of  the  monies  arising  from  the  tax  di-  two  "''^ 
rected  to  be  levied  in  and  by  this  act,  as  shall  from  the  returns  to  be  ™'to  offl- 
made  to  the  person  administering  the  government,  for  that  purpose  ap-  cere  and 
pear  to  be  necessary  for  the  discharge  of  two  months  pay  of  Major  Gen-  SJ^*^ 
era!  M*  Dougal,  and  Brigadier  General  James  Clinton  and  their  respect- 
ive suits,  of  John  Gano  chaplain  to  the  brigade  under  the  command  of 
the  said  brigadier  general  and  of  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  regi- 
ment of  artillery  commanded  by  Colonel  John  Lamb,  and  the  two  regi- 
ments of  this  State  commanded  by  Colonels  Vanschaik  and  Cortlandt  — 
That  the  person  administering  the  government,  shall  and  may  grant  a 
warrant  for  such  monies  in  favour  of  such  person  as  he  shall  deem 
proper,  and  that  the  persons  paying  the  monies  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers aforesaid,  shall  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  pay  the  same  to 
them  respectively  without  any  deduction  whatsoever. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  it  shall  Governor 
appear  to  the  person  administering  the  government  to  be  most  for  the  wheat  '* 
interest  of  the  State,  to  have  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  wheat  to  be  "^S'ffto 
raised  by  virtue  of  this  act  manufactered  into  flour,  it  shall  and  may  be  flour. 
lawfuU  for  him  to  direct  the  agent  of  this  State  to  cause  the  same  to  be 
done  —  That  the  said  agent  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  dis-  ?!*}]'"*'' 
pose  of  the  bran  produced  from  manufactering  the  said  wheat  into  flour,  posedof 
for  flour  casks.  bJI^^"^ 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawfull  to  the  person  administring  the  government  from 
time  to  time,  and  whenever  he  shall  think  it  necessary  to  direct  the 
State  agent  to  cause  any  part  of  the  grain  delivered  in  pursuance  of  this 
act,  or  flour  manufactered  therefrom,  to  be  removed  to  any  place  or 
places  he  may  think  proper  to  prevent  the  same  from  being  destroyed 
by,  or  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  —  That  in  case  the  tax  hereby 
directed  to  be  levied  should  not,  be  so  productive  of  money  as  to  amount 
to  the  sum  necessary  for  the  discharge  of  two  months  pay  as  aforesaid, 
that  then  it  shall  and  may  be  lawfull  to  and  for  the  person  administering 
the  government  to  direct  the  agent  of  this  State  to  enter  into  a  contract 
or  contracts  for  the  disposal  and  sale  of  so  much  of  the  grain  to  be  de- 
livered in  pursuance  of  this  act,  or  flour  to  be  manufactured  therefrom, 
as  shall  be  necessary  to  procure  a  sum  of  money  equal  to  the  amount 
of  such  pay  —  That  the  a^ent  shall  immediately  pay  the  monies  arising 
from  the  sales  of  such  gram — or  flour  to  the  treasurer  of  this  State,  to  be 
applied  in  the  manner  herein  before  mentioned  —  That  the  agent  shall 
give  duplicate  receipts  for  the  quantity  of  grain  received  from  each  re- 
spective person  —  That  the  person  to  whom  such  receipts  shall  be  given 
shall  transmit  one  of  the  duplicates  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county  and 
retain  the  other  as  and  for  his  voucher  for  such  delivery. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  no  per- 
son serving  in  the  line  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  subject 
to  be  taxed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  for  his  personal  estate. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  col- 
lectors in  the  several  precincts  in  the  county  of  Dutchess  shall  be  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  and  required,  to  collect  the  tax  assessed  on  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  precinct  for  the  payment  of  the  contingent 
charges  of  the  county  between  the  first  day  of  June  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  the  first  day  of  June 
last  past,  in  bills  of  credit  emitted  on  the  credit  of  this  State  since  the 
eighteenth  day  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty. 
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CHAP.  11. 

AN  ACT  requiring  the  county  treasurers  to  make  return  of  the 
State  of  the  taxes. 

Passed  the  20th  of  November,  1781. 

Whereas  from  the  state  of  the  taxes  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  Preamble. 
State  it  appears  that  great  sums  are  in  arrear  from  several  counties 

And  whereas  justice  requires  that  the  legislature  should  make  provi- 
sion that  the  arrears  of  the  said  taxes  be  duly  collected  and  paid  by  the 
several  delinquents  in  each  ward,  town,  manor  district,  and  precinct 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre-  Treasurer 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  Jl^'jJnt 
the  same.  That  the  treasurer  of  each  county  within  this  State  do,  within  before  leg- 
three  days  after  the  legislature  shall  have  formed  a  quorum  of  both     **"'^®' 
houses  at  their  next  meeting,  lay  before  the  same  an  account  of  the 
several  sums  assessed  upon  each  ward  town  manor  district  and  pre-  , 
cinct  in  pursuance  of  the  several  acts  of  the  legislature,  passed  since  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  for  levying  and  collecting  the  same,  to- 
gether with  an  account  of  the  sums  paid  by  the  collectors  respectively 
into  the  county  treasury  and  the  date  of  each  payment;  and  that  if  any 
of  the  said  treasurers  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  comply  with  the  requisi- 
tions of  this  act,  the  treasurer  so  offending  shall  for  every  such  offence 
forfeit  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  to  the  people  of  this  State  to  be  recov- 
ered with  costs  of  suit  by  the  attorney  general  of  this  State  in  the  name 
and  on  behalf  of  the  people  of  this  State. 


CHAP.  12. 

AN  ACT  to  exempt  certain  persons  in  the  township  of  Roches- 
ter, from  paying  the  taxes  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  20th  of  November,  1781. 

Whereas  by  a  late  incursion  of  the  enemy  into  the  township  of  Preamble. 
Rochester  many  of  the  inhabitants  are  so  reduced  in  property  as  to  ren- 
der them  unable  to  pay  the  taxes  which  now  are  due  from  them,  by  vir- 
tue of  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  for  raising  a  tax  in  specie  and  a  tax  in 
paper  currency,"  passed  the  twenty  seventh  day  of  June  last;  or  the 
quota  or  proportion  of  the  tax  of  the  said  township  of  Rochester,  which 
was  to  be  raised  by  the  first  day  of  April  last,  by  virtue  of  an  act  enti- 
tled **An  act  approving  of  the  act  of  congress  of  the  eighteenth  day  of 
March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  relative  to  the  finances 
of  the  United  States  and  making  provision  for  redeeming  the  propor- 
tion of  this  State  of  the  bills  of  credit  to  be  emitted  in  pursuance  of  the 
said  act  of  congress,"  passed  June  fifteenth  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty,  which  said  last  mentioned  tax  was  suspended  by  an 
aet  of  the  legislature  of  this  State  until  thirty  days  after  the  rising  of  the 
legislature  at  their  first  meeting  after  the  first  day  of  July  last;  and  it  is 
conceived  to  be  just  to  exempt  those  persons  in  the  said  township  whose 
buildings  or  crops  have  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy  from  the  payment 
of  the  said  taxes. 
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Persons  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  repre- 

ezempted  sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
from  pay-  /^  same,  That  all  such  persons  who  reside  within  the  limits  of  the  town- 
ship of  Rochester  aforesaid  whose  buildings  or  crops  have  been  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy  in  their  late  incursion  into  the  said  township  be 
and  they  are  hereby  exempted  from  paying  the  sums  assessed  on  them 
in  pursuance  of  the  two  before  mentioned  acts,  any  law  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  supervi- 
sor of  the  said  township  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  instruct 
the  collector  in  writing  to  collect  the  said  taxes  from  such  persons  only 
who  have  not  suffered  as  aforesaid  by  the  said  late  irruption  of  the 
enemy;  and  that  the  names  of  the  persons  who  shall  be  exempted  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  inserted  in  the  said  instructions,  which  shall 
be  a  sufficient  warrant  to  the  collector  for  omitting  to  collect  the  said 
taxes  from  the  persons  who  shall  be  named  in  bis  instructions. 
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AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  passed  the  ninth  day  of  October  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine  relative  to  attor- 
nies  sollicitors  and  counsellors  at  law. 

Passed  the  20th  of  November,  1781. 

Whereas  no  person  is  authorised  or  required  to  attend  on  behalf  of 
the  people  of  this  State,  at  the  execution  of  a  writt  of  inquiry,  to  be  is- 
sued in  pursuance  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  making  it  necessary  for 
the  attornies,  sollicitors  and  counsellors  at  law  who  have  been  licensed 
to  plead  or  practise  in  any  of  the  courts  at  law  or  equity  within  the  late 
colony  of  New  York  to  produce  certificates  of  their  attachment  to  the 
liberties  and  independence  of  America. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre- 
sented in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the 
same.  That  whenever  any  writt  of  inquiry  shall  be  issued  in  pursuance  of 
the  said  act,  the  person  at  whose  instance  the  same  is  granted  shall 
cause  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  its  execution  to  be  served  on  the 
attorney  general  of  this  State  at  least  twenty  days  previous  to  such  in- 
tended execution  thereof:  and  the  attorney  general  or  some  person 
authorised  by  him  for  that  purpose  by  writing  under  his  hand  is  hereby 
required  to  attend  the  execution  of  such  writt  of  inquiry  and  to  prose- 
cute for  and  on  behalf  of  the  people  of  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  ly  the  authority  aforesaid  That  each  and 
every  attorney  solicitor  or  counsellor  at  law  whose  suspension  hereto- 
fore has  been  or  hereafter  shall  be  taken  off  and  who  hath  not  been  duly 
qualified  before  the  passing  of  this  act  according  to  the  directions  of  an 
act  entitled  An  act  requiring  all  persons  holding  offices  or  places  under 
the  government  of  this  State  to  take  the  oaths  therein  prescribed  and 
directed  passed  the  fifth  day  of  March  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy 
eight,  shall  before  he  shall  be  admitted  to  plead  or  practise  in  any  court 
within  this  State,  take  and  subscribe  the  oath  prescribed  by  an  act,  enti- 
titled  "  an  act  for  the  better  securing  the  independence  of  this  State 
and  to  that  end  requiring  all  public  officers  and  electors  within  this 
State  to  take  the  test  oath  therein  contained,"  passed  the  twenty  sixth 
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day  of  March  last;  and  that  if  any  attorney  sollicitor  or  counsellor 
whose  suspension  is  already  taken  off  and  who  has  not  before  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act  been  duly  qualified  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  the  said 
act  passed  March  fifth  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  and  being 
at  present  an  inhabitant  of  this  State  shall  not  within  three  months  after 
passing  of  this  act  or  if  such  suspension  shall  be  hereafter  taken  off  shall 
not  within  ten  days  after  such  suspension  shall  be  taken  off  take  the  oath  on  failure 
in  and  by  the  last  mentioned  act  prescribed  shall  be  forever  hereafter  JJiJ^^^^  ^e 
precluded  and  barred  from  pleading  or  practising  in  any  of  the  courts  barred 
of  law  or  equity  in  this  State.  And  in  order  to  compel  the  attendance  of  ticiSg^"*^ 
witnesses. 

Be  it  furtJur  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  process  of  sub-  SubpcBnas 
poena  may  issue  to  convene  witnesses  before  the  sherif  on  the  execution  ^  ***"•• 
of  such  writts  as  aforesaid  as  is  usual  on  the  execution  of  writts  of  inquiry 
of  damages. 


CHAP.  14. 

AN  ACT  to  explain  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  more  speedy 
trial  of  felonies  without  benefit  of  clergy,  for  subjecting  the 
accessories  to  such  felonies  to  a  like  punishment  with  the  prin- 
cipals, and  for  the  trial  of  such  accessories  although  the  princi- 
pals may  not  be  convicted  passed  March  eleventh  seventeen 
hundred  and  eighty. 

Passed  the  sist  of  November,  1781. 

Whereas  doubts  have  arisen  whether  persons  convicted  as  acces-  preamble, 
sories  to  any  murder  burglary  grand  larceny  or  robbery  are  by  the  said 
act  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  clergy;  to  remove  which. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented  in  Penona 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  declared  by  the  authority  convl^d 
of  the  samcy  That  every  accessory  to  either  of  the  felonies  above  men-  aory  to 
tioned  who  shall  be  proceeded  against  under  the  said  act  the  principal  SamSto 
or  principals  not.  being  convicted;  and  every  person  who  shall  be  pro-  juffjf 
ceeded  against  as  an  accessory  to  either  of  the  said  offences,  the  princi-    ^ 
pal  or  principals  being  convicted  shall  on  conviction  be  adjudged  to 
suffer  the  pains  of  death  without  the  benefit  of  clergy,  as  if  the  same 
had  been  so  expressly  declared  in  the  said  law. 


CHAP.  15. 

A.N  ACT  for  the  relief  of  John  Piatt,  and  farther  to  grant  relief 
to  the  tenants  of  confiscated  lands. 

Passed  the  22d  of  November,  1781. 

Whereas  from  the  representation  of  John  Piatt  of  Fredericksburgh  Preamble, 
precinct  by  his  humble  petition  to  the  legislature  among  other  things,  it 
appears  that  he  hath  purchased  of  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  the 
reversion  of  a  farm  which  was  formerly  in  Roger  Morris  Esquire,  and 
which  farm  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  said  John  Piatt.  That  part 
of  the  consideration  money  remains  unpaid.      That  no  payment  can  be 
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accepted  but  specie  or  military  certificates.  That  this  State  is  indebted 
to  the  said  John  Piatt,  for  beef  cattle,  in  the  sum  of  sixty  seven  pounds 
four  shillings  which  he  delivered  to  the  State  agent  and  for  which  he 
has  a  certificate.  That  at  the  time  of  the  delivery  of  the  said  cattle  he 
had  an  opportunity  to  sell  them  for  specie;  but  that  from  a  great  desire 
to  supply  the  army  which  at  that  time  was  in  great  want,  he  disabled 
himself  from  making  payment  for  the  said  farm.  In  order  therefore  to 
relieve  the  said  John  Piatt  in  the  premisses 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same 
That  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  for  the  middle  district  of  this 
State  be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  receive  from  the  said  John 
Piatt  the  said  certificate  given  by  the  said  State  agent  to  the  above 
amount  as  part  payment  for  the  said  farm  and  the  said  commissioners 
are  hereby  directed  to  pay  the  same  into  the  treasury  of  this  State  in 
like  manner  as  they  are  directed  with  respect  to  the  certificates  granted 
to  the  troops  in  pursuance  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  liquidate  and 
settle  the  accounts  of  the  troops  of  this  State  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States"  passed  the  fourth  day  of  October  seventeen  hundred  and 
eighty;  and  the  treasurer  is  hereby  required  to  receive  the  same  into  the 
treasury  of  this  State, 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  such  ten- 
ants who  became  entitled  to  a  right  of  preemption  by  virtue  of  the  ninth 
section  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  further  amendment  of  the 
laws  directing  the  sales  of  forfeited  estates  "  and  who  have  procured 
certificates  sworn  to  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  time  limited  in  and  by  the  said  act  but  have  not  presented 
the  same  to  the  *  said  commissioners,  shall  have  further  time  for  com- 
pleting the  certificates  required  by  law  until  the  first  day  of  April  next 
any  thing  in  any  former  law  to  the  contrary  hereof  in  any  wise  notwith- 
standing. 


CHAP.  16. 
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AN  ACT  for  the  further  direction  of  the  State  agent. 

Passed  the  22d  of  November,  1781. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  for  the  promoting  of  a  speedy  and  effectual 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  agent  of  this  State,  that  such  persons 
who  have  delivered  flour  wheat  or  other  grain,  on  assessments,  to  persons 
employed  to  receive  or  store  the  same,  should  deliver  the  receipts  given 
or  to  be  given  for  such  flour,  wheat  or  other  grain,  to  the  assistant  agents 
appointed  for  the  district  in  which  such  flour,  wheat,  or  other  grain^ 
were  respectively  delivered,  in  exchange  for  certificates  to  be  granted  in 
pursuance  of  an  act  passed  the  twenty  fourth  day  of  June  seventeen 
hundred  and  eighty  entitled  "  An  act  to  procure  supplies  for  the  use  of 
the  army,  and  to  prevent  a  monopoly  of  cattle  within  this  State,  and 
more  effectually  to  prevent  supplies  of  cattle  to  the  enemy.** 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  New  Yorky  Yepre^ 
sented  in  Senate  -and  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  samcy  That  all  such  persons  who  have  delivered  flour,  wheat  or  other 
grain,  in  pursuance  of  any  assessments  made  in  consequence  of  any  act  or 
acts  of  the  legislature  of  this  State,  and  who  have  received  or  shall  hereaf- 
ter receive  any  receipt  or  voucher  (the  agents  certificates  excepted)  for 
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such  flour  wheat  or  other  grain  so  delivered,  shall  on  or  before  the  first  day  oeive  Id 
of  April  next,  return  such  receipt  or  voucher  so  received  or  to  be  received  cen^SclS^ 
to  the  person  who  acted  as  assistant  agent  in  the  district  in  which  such  ^  **® 
delivery  was  made,  at  the  time  the  same  was  so  delivered,  or  in  case  of  punuant 
the  death  or  absence  of  such  assistant  agent,  to  his  successor  in  office,  at  ^^^, 
such  place  in  the  purchasing  district  of  such  assistant  agent,  as  shall  be 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  by  advertisements  to  be  published  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  January  next  by  the  assistant  agents  of  the  purchas- 
ing districts  respectively  in  four  or  more  publick  places  in  each  city,  town, 
manor,  district,  or  precinct  within  the  purchasing  district  of  such  assistant 
agents  respectively  to  the  end,  that  the  said  assistant  agents  may  re- 
spectively give  in  exchange  for  such  reciepts  or  vouchers,  certificates 
issued  in  pursuance  of  the  act  above  mentioned,  and  that  if  any  person 
having  made  such  delivery  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  within  the  time  herein 
before  limitted  and  at  the  place  mentioned  in  such  advertisements  return 
the  reciept  or  voucher  for  the  articles  so  delivered  to  such  assistant  agent 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  the  person  having  made  such  delivery  shall 
be  and  hereby  is  precluded  of  and  from  all  compensation  or  allowance 
for  the  flour,  wheat  or  other  grain  by  him  or  her  delivered  as  aforesaid, 
any  former  law  to  the  contrary  hereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  b^  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  treasurer  Treasurer 
of  this  State  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  deliver  ^^®flSSi 
to  the  said  agent  such  certificates  signed  by  the  said  agent  as  he  may  to  agent, 
have  received  before  the  passing  of  this  act,  or  which  hereafter  may  *^* 
come  to  his  hands  in  payment  for  taxes,  taking  the  reciept  of  the  said 
agent  specefying  the  number  and  amount  of  such  certificates  exclusive 
of  the  interest  which  has  accrued  thereon  —  That  the  agent  shall  return 
such  certificates  forthwith  after  having  settled  with  his  assistants,  to  the 
treasurer,  previously  expunging  his  own  name,  and  that  of  the  assistant 
by  whom  they  were  respectively  countersigned. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and  Agent  aii- 
may  be  lawfuU  to  and  for  the  agent  of  this  State,  when  and  as  often  as  it  JS  BeU*^ 
shall  be  necessary,  to  sell  such  quantities  of  wheat  or  flour  as  shall  be  wheat,  etc. 
sufficient  to  enable  him  with  the  monies  arising  from  such  sales  to  pur- 
chase and  procure  such  barrels  or  bags,  and  to  pay  for  such  carriage 
which  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be  necessary  to  put  up  and  convey  any 
flour,  beef,  pork  or  forage,  to  such  place  or  places  as  shall  be  appointed 
for  that  purpose  by  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  or  the  person  administering  the  government  of  this  State,  in  pur- 
suance of  any  laws  of  this  State;  and  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to 
and  for  the  said  agent  when  and  as  often  as  the  person  administering 
the  government  shall  deem  it  necessary  for  the  subsistance  of  any  troops 
stationed  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  to  sell  or  exchange  wheat  or 
flour  for  such  quantity  of  beef  or  pork,  as  the  person  administering  the 
government,  shall  from  time  to  time  deem  necessary  to  supply  such 
troops. 

And  whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  the  legislature  of  this  State  Proviso  as 
that  large  quantities  of  forage  have  been  taken  and  consumed  by  the  ^  'o™«*- 
allied  army,  since  the  twentieth  day  of  June  last  in  the  county  of  West- 
chester, part  of  which  forage  was  the  property  of  this  State,  and  the  re- 
mainder the  property  of  the  subjects  of  this  State. 

And  whereas  the  officers  of  the  United  States,  not  having  taken  legal 
measures  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  forage  so  taken  and  consumed  at 
the  time  of  the  taking  thereof,  and  no  compensation  having  been  re- 
ceived for  the  same,  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled  on  the 
seventh  day  of  September  last,  resolved  that  Major  General  Heath,  or  the 
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commanding  officer  of  the  eastern  department  should  cause  immediate 
and  equitable  measures  to  be  taken  for  ascertaining  the  quantity  of  for- 
age expended  by  the  allied  army  under  the  command  of  General  Wash- 
ington in  the  county  of  Westchester  in  the  State  of  New  York  during 
the  pressent  campaign,  which  had  not  been  accounted  for.  And  that  he 
should  direct  the  deputy  quarter  master  in  that  department  to  give  cer- 
tificates accordingly  to  the  State  agent  of  New  York,  or  any  other  person 
or  persons  authorized  to  receive  the  same.  In  order  therefore  to  ascertain 
the  quantity  of  forage  taken  and  consumed  by  the  army  as  aforesaid; 
Agent  and      Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and 
ing  officer  may  be  lawfull  to  and  for  the  agent  of  this  State  to  adopt  such  measures 
meaaures    ^^^  ^^  commanding  officer  of  the  eastern  department  for  ascertain- 
to  aacer-     ing  the  quantity  of  forage  taken  and  consumed  by  the  allied  army  in  the 
tUyof'Sor-  county  of  Westchester  as  aforesaid,  as  to  the  person  administering  the 
age  taken,  government  shall  appear  equitable,  and  best  calculated  to  ascertain  the 
the  same  — That  all  the  forage  taken  and  consumed  by  the  army  as 
aforesaid,  as  well  the  property  of  this  State,  on  any  of  the  lands  confiss- 
cated  or  sequestered  by  reason  of  the  former  proprietors  having  joined 
the  enemy,  as  the  forage,  the  property  of  any  of  the  subjects  of  this  State, 
shall  be  ascertained  in  one  aggregate  sum  —  That  if  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  eastern  department  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  adopt  the 
measures  to  be  proposed  to  him  as  aforesaid;  it  shall  and  may  be  lawfull 
to  and  for  the  person  administering  the  government,  from  time  to  time 
to  devise  such  mode  for  ascertaining  the  quantity  of  forage  taken  and 
consumed  by  the  army  as  aforesaid,  as  to  him  shall  appear  most  equit- 
able, and  for  determining  what  proportion  of  such  forage  was  the  prop- 
erty of  this  State,  and  what  proportion  the  property  of  the  subjects 
I   thereof  —  That  the  agent  of  this  State,  shall  be  and  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  cause  the  quantity  of  forage  taken  and  consumed  as  afore- 
said, to  be  ascertained  agreeable  to  such  mode  to  be  devised  as  aforesaid 
—  That  the  agent  make  return  of  his  proceedings  in   consequence  of 
the  powers  in  and  by  this  clause  vested  in  him,  to  the  legislature  at  their 
next  meeting,  to  the  end,  that  further  provision  may  be  made  in  the 
premisses  for  compensating  the  several  persons  who  were  proprietors  of 
such  part  of  the  said  forage  as  was  not  the  property  of  this  State. 
Proviso  as       And  whereas  both  houses  of  the  legislature,  did  by  concurrent  reso- 
tioifin-""   lutions,  on  the  fifth  day  of  November  instant,  among  other  things,  "re- 
gruoting    solve.  That  the  State  agent  should  be  directed  immediately  to  order  one 
to  aeize*°  or  more  of  his  assistants,  with  the  aid  of  such  other  persons  as  he  should 
for^ork«    ^"^^  proper  to  employ,  to  seize  and  convey  to  such  place  of  safety 
etc.       *    within  this  State,  as  he  should  deem  most  convenient,  all  the  hogs  fit  for 
pork,  and  the  grain  and  forage  (excepting  such  hogs  as  should  be  neces- 
sary for  the  subsistance  of  the  families,  and  such  grain  and  forage  as 
should  be  necessary  for  the  subsistance  of  the  families  and  stock  of  the 
proprietors  thereof  respectively)  which  should  be  found  in  that  part  of 
the  county  of  Westchester  in  the  said  resolution  mentioned  —  That  the 
assistant  agent  so  employed  should  be  directed  to  give  certificates,  spec- 
ifying the  number  and  weight  of  hogs,  and  the  quantity  of  grain  and 
forage  so  taken  from  each  person  respectively,  the  weight  of  the  hogs 
respectively  to  be  ascertained  by  careful  estimation  by  the  assistant 
agent  or  agents,  or  such  other  person  or  persons  to  be  employed  as 
aforesaid,  so  as  that  oath  might  be  made  thereof,  if  required  —  That 
such   grain   and   forage   as  might  be  taken  in  pursuance  of  the  said 
resolutions  (except  so  much  as  might  be  necessarily  expended  in  the 
execution  of  such  resolutions)  should  be  delivered  by  the  assistant  agent 
to  the  commissary  of  forage  of  the  United  States  in  the  said  county. 
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Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  Agent  aud 

said  agent,  and  his  assistants,  and  every  other  person  aiding  him  or  Sdemn? 

them  in  pursuance  of  the  said  resolution,  shall  be  and  hereby  are  de-  Jjoi/^dz. 

clared  to  be  indemnified  for  such  seizures.  That  the  assistant  agent  shall  ure. 

cause  a  list  to  be  made  specifying  the  number  and  weight  of  the  hogs  ^^^\  ^  ^ 

1  11  e    \  \  •!/.  ^    made  of 

taken,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  who  were  proprietors  thereof  respec-  number 

tively,and  the  person  or  persons  who  have  respectively  estimated  the  same  Ji^efght- 
shall  make  oath  before  some  justice  of  the  peace,  who  are  hereby  au-  oath  to  be 
thorized  to  administer  such  oath,  that  the  estimate  by  him  or  them  made  ^*^®°'  ®^' 
was  just  and  true,to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  knowjedge;  And  such  jus- 
tice shall  on  such  list  certify  that  such  oath  was  taken   before  him; 
which  list  shall  be  delivered  to  the  agent  as  a  return  of  the  certificates 
issued  in  consequence  of  the  said  resolutions  — That  the  assistant  agent  certifl- 
shall  give  to  the  proprietors  of  such  hogs,  grain,  and  other  forage  respec-  ^fvS^nr 
tively,  certificates  specifying  the  number  and  weight  of  such  hogs,  and  ««• 
the  quantity  of  grain  and  other  forage  so  taken,  and  the  said  hogs  grain 
and  forage  shall  be  paid  for,  in  like  manner  as  the  certificates  given  by 
the  agent  for  specific  supplies  impressed,  are  directed  to  be  paid,  agree- 
able to  the  prices  stipulated  by  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled, 
in  their  act  containing  the  requisitions  for  the  specific  supplies  required 
of  this  State. —  That  the  grain  and  forage  seized  in  consequence  of  such 
resolutions,  and  which  has  been  delivered  to  any  of  the  ofl&cers  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  by  the  agent  charged  as  part  of  the  specific  sup- 
phes  aforesaid. 

And  be   it  further   enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  Lawful  for 
and  may  be  lawf ull  to  and  for  the  agent  to  dispose  of  such  hogs  for  such  SfSose* 
purposes,  as  he  shall  deem  necessary,  and  most  advantageous  to  this  of  nogs. 
State. 


CHAP.  17. 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  certain  contingent  ex- 
pences  of  this  State  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  22d  of  November,  1781. 

Be  it  encLcted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New   York^  represented  ApptovtI- 
in  Senate  and  Assembly^  ami  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  treasurer 
same^  That  there  shall  be  allowed  to  the  several  persons  herein  after  ^^ 
mentioned,  the  sums  herein  after  particularly  specified;  and  the  treas-  named, 
urer  of  this  State  is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  out  of  any  monies 
which  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  in  the  treasury  of  the  State  unap- 
propriated, to  pay  the  said  several  sums  to  the  said  persons  accordingly; 
that  is  to  say  to  the  several  members  of  the  legislature  for  each  and  To  mem- 
every  day  they  shall  have  respectively  attended  during  the  present  meet-  iSJ5fli2«SS 
ing  of  the  legislature  in  senate  or  assembly,  and  for  each  and  every  day 
they  shall  respectively  have  been  travelling  from  their  respective  places 
of  abode  to  the  place  of  meeting  of  the  legislature,  and  returning,  each 
the  sum  of  eight  shillings  per  day,  agreeable  to  such  accounts  thereof 
as  they  shall  severally  produce,  certified  by  the  president  of  the  senate, 
or  speaker  of  the  assembly,  as  the  case  may  be;  the  account  of  the  pres- 
ident of  the  senate  to   be  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the  senate,  and  the 
account  of  the  speaker  of  the  assembly,  to  be  certified  by  the  clerk  of 
the  assembly.      To  Robert  Benson  Esquire,  clerk  of  the  senate,  and  to  g«'*^  ^^^ 
John  McKesson  Esquire,  clerk  of  the  assembly,  severally,  for  their  ser-  and  assem- 
bly. 
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vices  in  those  stations,  4^^°^  ^^^  present  meeting  of  the  legislature, 
twenty  shillings  per  day,  and  for  sundry  sums,  by  them  severaly  ad- 
vanced for  the  use  of  the  senate  and  assembly  respectively,  the  amount 
of  such  accounts  thereof  respectively,  as  they  shall  severally  produce, 
certified  by  the  president  of  the  senate,  or  speaker  of  the  assembly,  as 
the  case  may  be. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawfull  to  and  for  the  treasurer  of  this  State,  to  pay  to  Ben- 
jamin Clap  such  sum  as  shall  appear  by  the  certificate  of  the  auditor  of 
this  State  to  be  a  reasonable  allowance,  for  a  quantity  of  salt  borrowed 
of  the  said  Benjamin  Clap  by  Daniel  Dunscomb  Esquire,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six,  out  of  any 
monies  which  may  be  in  the  treasury,  not  specially  appropriated. 

And  whereas  the  exhausted  situation  of  the  treasury  of  this  State, 
renders  it  impracticable  to  advance  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  to  enable 
the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  to  proceed  to  the  execution  of  convey- 
ances to  the  holders  of  certificates  granted  for  the  depreciation  of  the 
pay  of  the  troops  of  this  State ; 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawfull  to  and  for  such  persons  who  have  applied  or  here- 
after shall  apply  for  the  purchase  of  any  lands  for  such  certificates  as 
aforesaid,  to  pay  the  expence  of  surveying,  appraising,  and  other  con- 
tingent expences  attending  the  compleating  of  such  purchases,  including 
the  pay  of  the  commissioners;  such  pay  to  be  computed  at  the  rate  of 
ten  shillings  per  day,  for  every  day  they  shall  be  imployed  in  such  ser- 
vices respectively;  and  the  amount  of  such  expences,  shall  be  allowed  in 
payment  for  such  lands  as  part  of  the  purchase  money. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful,  to  and  for  the  State  agent,  forthwith  to  sell  six  thousand 
bushels  of  the  wheat  which  now  is  or  may  hereafter  be  in  his  possession, 
or  a  proportionate  quantity  of  flour,  and  of  the  monies  arising  from 
such  sales  to  pay  to  the  persons  herein  after  mentioned,  the  respective 
sums  herein  after  mentioned,  and  particularly  specified,  to  the  person 
administering  the  government  for  the  time  being  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred pounds  on  account,  towards  defraying  the  contingent  expences  of 
government —  To  such  two  of  the  delegates  of  this  State,  who  shall  first 
go  to  congress,  each  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  on  ac- 
count of  their  expences  in  going  to,  attending  in,  and  returning  from 
congress  —  To  the  honorable  Richard  Morris  Esquire,  chief  justice  of 
this  State,  and  the  honorable  Robert  Yates  and  John  Sloss  Hobart  Es- 
quires, puisne  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  each  the  sum  of  sixty 
pounds,  on  account  of  their  respective  salaries  and  travelling  expences, 
in  their  respective  stations,  since  the  first  Monday  of  July  last  —  To  the 
several  members  of  the  senate  and  assembly  for  each  and  every  day 
they  shall  severally  have  attended  in  senate  and  assembly,  during  the 
present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  and  for  each  and  every  day  they 
shall  severally  have  been  travelling  from  their  respective  places  of 
abode  to  the  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  legislature,  and  returning, 
each  the  sum  of  four  shillings  on  account,  agreeable  to  such  accounts 
thereof  as  they  shall  respectively  produce  to  such  agent,  certified  as 
aforesaid.  To  the  comn[iissioners  of  forfeitures  of  the  middle  district, 
the  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  and  to  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  of  the 
western  district,  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  on  account.  To  the  said  Rob- 
ert Benson  and  John  McKesson  Esquires,  clerks  of  the  senate  «uad  as- 
sembly, each  the  sum  of  ten  shillings  per  day,  on  account  of  th|eir  ser- 
vices in  that  station,  during  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature. 
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agreeable  to  such  accounts  thereof  as  they  shall  produce,  certified  as 
aforesaid — To  the  several  doorkeepers  of  the  senate  and  assembly,each  the  Door 
sum  of  ten  shillings  per  day  for  their  services  in  that  station,  during  the  ^^®«p®"- 
present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  agreeable  to  such  accounts  thereof 
as  they  shall  produce,  certified  as  aforesaid  —  To  Zephaniah  Piatt  and  Printers. 
Robert  Harpur  Esqrs,  one  hundred  pounds  to  enable  them  to   have 
the  laws  of  this  State,  passed  since  the  end  of  the  third  session  of  the 
legislature  of  this  State,  printed;  for  the  expenditure  of  which  sum  they 
shall  be  accountable  to  the  legislature. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  Aall  and  Lawful  for 
may  be  lawfull  to  and  for  the  said  agent,  to  apply  any  of  the  public  to^pSy^"' 
monies  now  in  his  hands,  to  the  payment  of  any  of  the  said  sums  above  "ly 
mentioned,  which  he  is  in  and  by  this  act  directed  to  pay,  and  such  Ss  himd" 
sums  to  replace  with  any  of  the  monies  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  ™ment. 
wheat,  in  and  by  this  act,  directed  to  be  disposed  of — That  the  said  Receipts 
agent  shall  take  reciepts  for  the  monies  by  him  paid  to  the  several  per-  to  be  taken 
sons  above  mentioned,  which  reciepts  he  shall  cause  to  be  delivered  to 
the  treasurer  of  this  State,  who  shall  charge  the  sums  paid  to  the  said 
several  persons,  to  their  respective  accounts;  and  the  reciept  of  the  treas- 
urer specifying  the  number  and  amount  of  such  reciepts  and  by  whom 
the  same  were  respectively  given,  shall  be  deemed  a  sufficient  voucher 
to  the  said  agent,  for  such  payments  respectively.    And  whereas  Gilbert  Preamble 
Livingston  Esquire,  did  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  JJ^*5f 
seventy  seven,  by  order  of  the  council  of  safety  of  this  State,  take  and  sjoop  of 
impress  a  certain  sloop,  the  moiety  whereof  was  the  property  of  Philip  jaco&  by 
Jacobs,  to  be  used  as  a  prison  vessel  in  the  Roundout  creek  in  the  county  LiifeSston 
of  Ulster,  for  tht*  reception  and  confinement  of  the  prisoners  of  this  and  re- 
State,   to  which    use   she  was    applied,   and   was    afterwards,  in  the  ^JJ^or. 
same  year,  and  before  she  was  duly  returned  to  the  owners,  burnt,  to- 
gether  with  other  vessels   in    the  said  creek,  by  the    enemy  —  And 
whereas  the  said  Philip  Jacobs  did,  afterwards  by  petition,  apply  to  the 
legislature  for  payment  of  the  said  moiety  of  the  said  sloop;  and  doubts 
arising  whether,  from  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  said 
Philip  Jacobs  was  justly  entitled  to  such  payment;  and  difficulties  also 
arising  with  respect  to  ascertaining  thevalue  of  the  said  moiety,  should  the 
said  Philip  Jacobs  be  deemed  entitled  to  payment  for  the  same;  the  legisla- 
ture from  a  regard  to  the  rights  of  property,  did  forbear  to  decide  on  the 
claim  of  the  said  Philip  Jacobs  to  such  payment,  and  did  refer  the  said 
Philip  Jacobs  to  the  laws  of  the  land  to  decide  between  him  and  the 
public,  and  did  recommend  to  the  said  Gilbert  Livingston,  in  case  a  suit 
should  be  commenced  against  him  by  the  said  Philip  Jacobs  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  value  of  the  said  moiety,  to  contest  such  suit  and  that  the 
State  would  indemnify  him  —  And  whereas  the  said  Philip  Jacobs  did 
commence  a  suit  in  trover  in  the  supreme  court  of  this  State  against 
the  said  Gilbert  Livingston,  for  the  recovery  of  the  value  of  the  said 
moiety  of  the  said  sloop,  which  suit  was  brought  to  trial  in  the  term  of 
October  last,  when  the  jury  after  a  full  and  fair  hearing,  found  a  ver- 
dict in  favor  of  the  plaintif  for  three  hundred  and  ten  pounds  damages; 
and  the  costs  in  the  present  stage  of  the  suit  ahiount  to  seven  pounds 
seven  shillings  and  four  pence  — And  whereas  there  are  at  present  no 
monies  in  the  treasury  of  this  State  wherewith  to  satisfy  the  damages 
and  costs  aforesaid. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in  satis-  Treasurer 
faction  for  the  damages  and  costs  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  ^^S^ate 
treasurer  of  this  State,  and  he  is  hereby  required,  on  the  application  of  JJ^Uj^^or 
the  said  Philip  Jacobs,  to  grant  to  him  a  certificate  in  writing,  and  to  be  sum  named 
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subscribed  by  the  said  treasurer,  purporting  that  this  State  is  indebted 
to  the  said  Philip  Jacobs  in  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  seventeen 
pounds  seven  shilHngs  and  four  pence,  payable  to  him  his  executors 
administrators  or  assigns,  in  gold  or  silver,  with  interest  thereon  at  the 
rate  of  five  per  cent  per  annum,  from  the  twenty  seventh  day  of  Octo- 
ber last :  And  farther  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  Philip  Ja- 
cobs his  executors  administrators  or  attornies,  to  cause  a  judgment 
roll  to  be  signed,  or  an  execution  to  be  issued,  or  in  any  other  manner 
whatsoever  farther  to  proceed  in  the  said  suit. 

And  whereas  his  excellency  the  governor  has  represented  to  the  leg- 
islature, that  he  has  from  time  to  time  procured  considerable  sums  in 
gold  and  silver  to  be  advanced  for  the  payment  of  the  subsistence  of 
such  of  the  troops  or  militia  of  this  State,  who  became  prisoners  to  the 
enemy,  and  has  advanced  several  sums  of  his  own  monies,  for  the  pur- 
pose aforesaid  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  faith  of 
this  State  shall  be  and  it  is  hereby  pledged  for  the  payment  of  such 
sums  so  procured  by  the  governor  to  be  advanced  as  aforesaid;  and  that 
the  treasurer  of  this  State  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  authorized,  to  pay 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  seventy  two  pounds  five  shilling  and  three 
pence,  advanced  as  aforesaid,  to  his  excellency  the  present  governor, 
his  executors  administrators  or  assigns  out  of  any  monies  which  may 
be  in  the  treasury  of  this  State,  not  specially  appropriated,  with  interest 
for  the  same  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent  per  annum  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  January  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  as- 
sessors in  laying  the  tax  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  the  act  entitled  an 
act  for  levying  a  tax  within  this  State,  passed  at  this  present  meeting 
of  the  legislature,  shall  not  include  in  their  assessments  the  value  of 
the  articles  subjected  to  taxation  by  the  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners  for  procuring  monies  on  loan  and  clothing 
for  the  use  of  this  State. 


LAWS  PASSED  AT  POUGHKEEPSIE  IN  THE  SECOND  MEET- 
ING  OF  THE  FIFTH  SfiSSION  OF  THE  LEGISLATURE. 
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AN  ACT  for  taking  the  number  of  white  inhabitants  Mthin  this 

State. 

Passed  the  20th  of  Marc?,  1782. 

In  compliance  with  the  act  of  congress  of  the  eleventh  day  of  De- 
cember last  recommending  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  Sates  to 
cause  to  be  taken  and  .transmitted  to  congress  as  soon  as  practicable 
the  number  of  white  inhabitants  thereof  pursuant  to  the  ninth  article  of 
the  confederation. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represefUd  in 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authoHty  of 
the  samcy  That  the  sherif  of  each  county  within  this  State  shall  forthwith 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  direct  the  constables  within  the  several 
wards,  towns,  manors,  districts  and  precincts  to  take  the  number  of 
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white  inhabitants  within  the  same  respectively;  distinguishing  therein 
the  age  and  sex  as  in  the  scheme  hereunto  annexed.  That  where  there 
shall  be  more  than  one  constable,  in  any  ward  town  manor  district  or 
precinct,  the  sherif  shall  assign  to  e'ach  constable  such  part  of  the  ward 
town  manor  district  or  precinct  as  the  sherif  shall  deem  expedient. 
That  in  taking  such  number  the  constables  shall  also  in  like  manner  in 
seperate  columns  take  the  number  of  such  white  inhabitants  residing 
within  the  respective  wards  towns  manors  districts  and  precincts  who 
have  been  obliged  to  remove  from  their  usual  places  of  abode  by 
reason  of  the  invasion  of  the  enemy.  That  the  constables  shall  with 
all  convenient  speed  return  to  the  sherif  of  the  county  the  n\imbers 
of  white  inhabitants  so  to  be  by  them  taken;  and  which  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  made  by  them  on  their  respective  oaths  of  office.  That 
the  respective  sherifs  as  soon  as  they  shall  have  received  returns 
from  the  several  wards  towns  manors  districts  and  precincts  within 
the  county  shall  upon  their  respective  oaths  of  office,  make  out  a 
general  return  of  the  county,  stating  therein  the  number  in  each 
district  and  distinguishing  therein  the  age  and  sex  as  in  the  scheme 
hereunto  annexed,  and  file  the  same  in  the  office  of  secretary  of  the 
State  who  shall  thereupon  make  out  a  general  return  of  the  number 
of  white  inhabitants  of  this  State  distinguishing  the  number  of  those 
who  have  been  obliged  to  remove  from  their  usual  places  of  abode  by 
reason  of  the  invasion  of  the  enemy,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  person 
administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  to  be  by 
him  transmitted  to  congress.  That  the  constables  shall  severally  be  al- 
lowed such  sum  for  performing  the  services  required  of  them  by  this 
act  as  the  supervisors  shall  deem  reasonable;  to  be  paid  as  the  contin- 
gent charges  of  the  county;  and  if  any  constable  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
to  perform  any  of  the  duties  required  of  him  by  this  act  the  person  so 
offending  shall  for  every  offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  to  be  re- 
covered in  a  summary  way  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county 
by  suit  in  the  name  of  the  sherif,  and  one  moiety  of  the  said  sum  when 
recovered  to  be  retained  by  the  sherif  to  his  own  use  as  a  compensation 
for  his  time  and  expences  in  the  prosecution  and  the  other  moiety  to  be 
by  him  paid  into  the  county  treasilry  for  the  use  of  the  county. 
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To  report        VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the 
to^egteift-  g^.^  auditor  shall  from  time  to  time  make  report  to  the  legislature  of  the 
progress  he  shall  have  made,  and  of  any  difficulties  or  impediments 
which  he  may  meet  with,  in  the  execution   of  the  duties  prescribed  to 
him  in  and  by  this  act. 
Powers  to       IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  the 
c&ed^by.    powers  and  authority  vested  in  the  auditor  general  of  this  State  by  vir- 
tue of  any  act  for  the  recovery  of  debts  due  to,  and  the  settlement  of 
accounts  with  this  State,  or  for  any  other  purpose  whatsoever,  shall  and 
may  be  exercised  by  the  auditor  of  this  State  hereafter  to  be  appointed 
in  pursuance  of  this  act. 
Treasurer       X.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  treas- 
aoomfnts    ^^^^  ^f  this  State  shall  pay  any  demands  on  account  due  from  this 
a«J}t®d  by  State  and  audited  by  the  auditor  to  be  appointed  by  this  act,  in  like 
*"      '*      manner  as  by  law  he  was  heretofore  directed  to  pay  such  debts,  audited 
by  the  auditor  general  of  the  State. 


CHAP.  22. 

AN  ACT  for  raising  troops  to  complete  the  line  of  this  State  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  the  two  regiments  to  be 
raised  on  bounties  of  unappropriated  lands  and  for  the  further 
defence  of  the  frontiers  of  this  State. 

Passed  the  23 ?!  of  March,  1782. 

Preamble.  Whereas  by  a  law  of  this  State  passed  on  the  seventeenth  day  of 
November  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  one,  entitled  **  An 
act  for  the  further  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  this  State  **  the  person 
administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  was  author- 
ized to  direct  the  raising  of  fifteen  hundred  men  in  the  manner  in  the 
said  law  directed  to  serve  to  the  first  day  of  January  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  three. 

And  whereas  there  is  a  deficiency     ....     in  the  three  regiments 
of  this  State  serving  in  the  army  of  tlie  United  States,  and  it  is  necessary 
to  compleat  the  said  regiments  to  their  full  establishment 
Olassen-         I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State    of  New  York 
mtutty  of  ^^P^^^^^^^^  if^  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority 
six  huQ      of  the  same.  That  every  class  within  the  limits  of  every  regiment  of  mili- 
ofland^r  tia  in  this  State  which  may  by  virtue  of  the  before  recited  law  be 
abled '^"^  required  to  furnish  a  man  to  serve  to  the  first  day  of  January  one 
bodied       thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  three,  and  which  shall  engage  such 
JJ*5e^       man  being  able  bodied  to  serve  for  the  term  of  three  years  or  during 
three         the  war  in  any  of  the  said  three  regiments  and  shall  obtain  a  certificate 
years.         ^£  ^j^^  delivery  of  such  man  to  any  person,  authorized  to  receive  the 
same  by  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the 
time  being,  such  class  shall  be  intitled  to  a  gratuity  of  six  hundred  acres 
of  land  out  of  the  unappropriated  lands  belonging  to  this  State  in  like 
manner  as  by  the  seventh  section  of  an  act  intitled  "An  act  for  raising 
two  regiments  for  the  defence  of  this  State  on  bounties  of  unappropri- 
ated lands,"  passed  March  twentieth:  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty 
one,  persons  were  entitled  to  such  lands  who  shguld  engage  an  able 
Acreage     bodied  man  to  enter  into  either  of  the  said  two  regiments.    And  that 
for  man  to  every  class  who  shall  so  deliver  an    able  bodied  man  to  serve  for  the 
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term  of  two  years  in  either  of  the  said  two  regiments  shall  in  like  man-  serve  two 
ner  as  aforesaid  be  entitled  to  a  gratuity  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  ^®*^ 
acres  of  land  as  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  it  may  happen  that  a  sufficient  number  of  men  may  not  Proviso  if 
be  obtained  in  the  manner  herein  before  directed  to  serve  in  either  of  S^berte 
the  said  three  regiments  for  the  term  of  three  years  or  during  the  war.  not  ob~ 

II.  Be  it  further  enacted   by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it    shall  Governor 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  person  administring  the  government  JJJJ  ^^ 
of  this  State  for  the  time  being  to  detatch  out  of  the  remainder  of  the  enough 
said  fifteen  hundred  men,  not  engaged  to  serve  in  either  of  the  said  two  SmJp^ete 
regiments,  such  and  so  many  men  as  may  be  sufficient  to  compleat  the  ibree 
said  three  regiments  to  be  annexed  to  and  to  serve  with  the  said  regi-  ^^  ™«°^ 
ments  until  the  first  day  of  January  next  and  no  longer. 

Provided  always  if  a  greater  number  of  men  than  what  is  requisite  to  Proviso  as 
compleat  the  said  three  regiments  should  be  so  engaged  as  aforesaid  to  numemry 
serve  for  the  term  of  three  years  or  during  the  war,  it  shall  and  may  be  men. 
lawfull  for  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the 
time  being,  to  cause  such  supemumary  men  to  be  embodied  and  serve 
in  a  seperate  corps  or  to  annex  them  to  the  two  regiments  or  either  of 
them  in  his  discretion,  and  for  such  time  and  times  as  he  shall  judge 
proper. 

And  whereas  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  are  so  greatly  distressed  for  Proviso  as 
the  want  of  specie,  that  it  is  become  indispensibly  necessary,  that  further  Jp^J^*  **' 
aid  should  be  afforded  them  to  raise  such  of  the  said  fifteen  hundred 
men  as  may  not  enter  into  any  of  the  regiments  aforesaid. 

III.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  every  class  Every 
which  shall  before  the  expiration  of  twenty  days  next  after  such  class  ertSff  man 
shall  be  notified  and  directed  to  raise  a  man,  deliver  the  man  to  be  before  ex- 
furnished  thereby  in  manner  aforesaid  shall  be  entitled  to  a  gratuity  of  twenty"  ^ 
two  hundred  acres  of  land  out  of  the  unappropriated  lands  belonging  ^j*f*^®J^ 
to  this  State  in  like  manner  as  classes  delivering  a  man  to  serve  in  any  two  hun- 
of  the  said  regiments  are  entitled  to.  dred  acres. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  class  may 
and  may  be  lawful  for  any  class  or  the  major  part  thereof  to  grant  or  Jl^ht  to^ 
transfer  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole,  the  whole  right  of  such  class  to  land  to 
any  lands  it  may  become  entitled  to  by  this  act,  to  the  person  whom  the  K^^dto 
class  shall  engage  to  serve  in  any  of  the  corps  aforesaid  or  to  any  other  serv©- 
person  or  persons  whatsoever,  whether  of  the  class  or  not,  and  to  the 

heirs  and  assigns  of  such  person  or  persons,  and  such  grant  or  transfer 
being  made  in  writing  and  acknowledged  or  proved  by  the  oaths  of  one  or 
more  of  the  witnesses  to  such  grant  or  transfer  before  any  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  supreme  court,  or,  before  any  one  of  the  judges  of  the  inferior 
court  of  common  pleas  shall  be  a  sufficient  voucher  whereby  the  person 
or  persons  to  whom  such  grant  or  transfer  is  made,  may  locate  and  be 
entitled  to  receive  a  grant  for  such  lands  in  manner  directed  in  and  by 
the  said  "Act  for  raising  two  regiments  for  the  defence  of  this  State,  on 
bounties  of  unappropriated  lands  passed  March  twentieth  seventeen 
hundred  and  eighty  one. 

And  whereas  several  of  the  persons  to  whom  warrants  were  issued  in  Proviso  as 
pursuance  of  the  act  for  raising  of  the  said  two  regiments  for  the  defence  J^  e*J}i"t* 
of  this  State  on  bounties  of  unappropriated  lands  have  not  within  the  requisite 
time  limitted  inlisted  the  requisite  number  of  men  in  order  to  entitle  °"*"  ^^' 
themselves  to  commissions,  and  have  notwithstanding  hitherto  continued 
to  inlist  men  for  the  said  regiments,  and  it  hath  been  suggested  that  if  a 
farther  day  was  granted  for  the  purpose  they  would  compleat  their 
inlistments. 
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So?Sid         ^^'  ^^  ^^  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  each  and 

bounty  to  every  person  to  whom  a  warrant  hath  been  or  shall  hereafter  be  granted 

such  num.  ^^^  ^2^  inlist  and  cause  to  be  mustered  into  the  said  regiments  on  or 

berof  men  before  the  first  day  of  June  next  such  number  of  men  for  the  said  regi- 

nof  Shan    ments  as  the  person  administring  the  government  hath  assigned  or 

aaaign,  etc  appointed  or  shall  assign  or  appoint,  such  persons  shall  respectively  be 

entitled  to  and  receive  commissions  in  the  said  regiments  and  be  entitled 

to  and  receive  the  bounties  by  the  said  act  to  be  granted,  in  like  manner 

as  if  they  had  respectively  inlisted  the  requisite  number  of  men  within 

the  time  by  the  said  act  limited:  But  if  such  officers  so  appointed  or  to 

be  appointed  should  not  raise  the  men  by  the  time  last  above  limited, 

that  then  and* in  such  case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  person 

administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  by  and 

with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council  of  appointment  to  issue  his 

warrant  to  such  of  the  officers  of  the  -levies,  as  he  shall  approve  to  recruit 

for  the  said  two  regiments,  or  the  corps  which  may  be  formed  out  of 

the  same;  which  officers  upon  raising  the  number  of  men  assigned  on 

or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next  shall  be  entitled  to  commissions 

and  the  bounty  in  lands  agreable  thereto: 

Proviso  as       Provided  always,  that  if  any  of  the  said  levies  should  be  enlisted  they 

service.^    shall  continue  to  serve  for  the  term  of  two  years  from  the  said  first  day 

of  January  next. 
Bounty  of       V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  every 
dred^acres  P^^son  already  inlisted  since  the  first  day  of  August  last,  or  that  shall 
to  porsons  inlist,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June  next  and  who  shall  continue  to 
en  sting,    g^^y^  ^^^  ^^  Xtvoi  of  two  years  to  be  computed  from  the  day  on  which 
such  person  shall  be  mustered,  or  who  shall  be  inlisted  as  aforesaid, 
after  the  said  first  day  of  June  by  such  officers  of  the  levies  as  shall  be 
appointed  as  aforesaid  to  recruit  to  serve  from  the  first  day  of  January 
next  and  delivered  to  such  person  or  persons  as  the  person  administering 
the  government  of  this   State  for  the  time  being  hath  appointed  or 
shall  appoint  to  muster  and  receive  the  men  for  the  said  two  regiments 
shall  be  intitled  to  the  bounty  of  five  hundred  acres  of  unappropriated 
land  in  the  manner  as  in  and  by  the  said  act,  passed  twentieth  of  March 
seventeen  hundred  and  eighty  one,  persons  inlisting  before  the  said  first 
Compen-    day  of  August  are  intitled  to.     That  the  person  appointed  or  hereafter 
mSrteil^.  to  be  appointed  to  muster  the  said  two  regiments  shall  be  allowed  at  and 
after  the  rate  of  twelve  shillings  per  day  for  every  day  he  shall  be  actually 
employed  in-  the  said  service  agreable  to  such  account  thereof  as  he 
shall  produce  audited  by  the  auditor  for  this  State. 
Governor        VI.  And  be  it  furtJur  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall 
shorfterm  ^^^  "^^X  ^^  lawful  for  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this 
men  to       State  for  the  time  being  at  his  discretion,  to  annex  all  such  men  the 
mwiS.        residue  of  the  said  fifteen  hundred  men  who  shall  engage  to  serve  to  the 
first  day  of  January  next  only,  and  not  by  him  detached  to  serve  with 
the  said  three  regiments,  to  the  said  two  regiments,  or  to  either  of  them, 
to  serve  therewith  until  the  first  day  of  January  next  and  no  longer. 
And  in  order  more  effectually  to  compleat  said  three  regiments  with 
permanent  troops. — 
Persons  VII.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every 

man  to  person  who  shall  engage  and  deliver  as  aforesaid  an  able  bodied  man- 
yeaiB  en^  to  serve  for  the  term  of  three  years  or  during  the  war  in  any  of  the  said 
titled  to  three  regiments  shall  be  entitled  to  and  receive  a  gratuity  of  six  hundred 
dred^Mres  ^^res  of  unappropriated  land  in  manner  as  by  the  seventh  section  of 
and  for  the  said  act  passed  on  the  twentieth  of  March  seventeen  hundred  and 
to  Sve**"  eighty  one,  is  directed,  and  that  every  person  who  shall  so  engage  and 
hundred. 
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deliver  an  able  bodied  man  to  serve  in  either  of  the  said  two  regiments 
for  the  term  of  two  years  shall  be  in  like  manner  entitled  to  and  receive 
a  gratuity  of  five  hundred  acres  of  unappropriated  lands.  That  when- 
ever any  persons  entitled  to  lands  by  virtue  ot  this  act  shall  associate 
in  a  sufficient  number,  to  take  a  whole  township  of  seven  miles  square, 
the  same  shall  be  laid  out  in  manner  directed  by  the  said  act  passed 
the  twentieth  of  March  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty  one,  and  each 
persons  lott  shall  contain  the  quantity  of  acres  such  person  maybe 
entitled  to  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

Provided  always  that  in  every  such  township  there  shall  be  laid  out  PtotIso  as 
one  lott  containing  four  hundred  acres  for  the  support  of  the  gospel,  and  JSd  iwSooi 
two  other  lotts  containing  each  two  hundred  acres  for  the  use  of  schools;  lo^- 
and  if  any  number  of  acres  less  than  the  least  right  shall  remain  they 
shall  in  like  manner  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  bchools. 

And  whereas  many  of  the  inhabitants  residing  within  the  limits  of  ibid,  as  to 
several  of  the  regiments  of  militia  within  this  State  have  not  furnished  fSynteh*** 
a  man  or  men  nor  paid  the  fine  or  fines  for  delinquency  in  not  furnish-  '"®"^'' 
ing  such  man  or  men  as  they  were  required  to  furnish  or  pay  by  the 
several  acts  following  towit  "An  act  to  raise  troops  for  the  defence  of 
the  frontiers,"  passed   the  eleventh   March,    seventeen  hundred    and 
eighty,  "An  act  for  raising  levies  to  reinforce  the  army  of  the  United 
States,"  passed  June  twenty,  fourth  seventeen  handred  and  eighty,  "An 
act  to  compleat  the  quota  of  the  troops  of  this  State  to  serve  in  the  army 
of  the  United   States,"  passed  ninth  October  seventeen  hundred  and 
eighty,  "An  act  to  raise  troops  for  the  immediate  defence  of  the  State," 
passed  March  tenth  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty  one,  and  "An  act 
for  a  further  levy  of  troops  for  the  defence  of  this  State,"  passed  July 
first  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty  one.  , 

Be  it  therefore   enacted  by   the  authority   aforesaid^  That   the  field  Field 
officers  of  every  regiment  of  militia  who  have  not  heretofore  classed  ciSm  rlgf- 
the  inhabitants  as  in  and  by  the  said  acts  respectively  or  any  of  them  ments  in 
they  were  required  and  directed  to  do  shall  and  are  hereby  strictly  en-  required 
joined  and  required  immediately  to  proceed  to  class  the  regiment  of  nJ^^. 
which  they  are  respectively  the  field  officers  in  the  manner  in  and  by 
the  said  recited  acts  respectively  directed,  except  in  such  regiments  coun- 
ties, towns  and  districts,  herein  after  excepted,  so  as  that  such  classing 
shall  be  compleated  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  May  next.     That  the  CJommand- 
colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  every  regiment  of  militia  within  this  difee®*^®"^ 
State  (except  as  before  excepted)  shall  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  head  of  • 
May  next  order  and  direct  the  head  of  each  delinquent  class  within  ciaF8to^° 
the  limits  of  his  regiment  whether  to  be  classed  by  virtue  of  this  clause,  ^JJJj'f.r 
or  heretofore  classed,  and  which  has  not  furnished  the  man  or  men  due  pay  pnm 
therefrom,  nor  paid  the  fine  or  fines  imposed  by  the  said  recited  acts  '**™®^* 
respectively,  to  furnish  and  deliver  to  him  the  man  or  men  so  to  be 
furnished  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June  next  to  serve  for  the  term 
of  five  months,  or  to  pay  for  each  man  so  deficient  to  the  said  colonel 
or  commanding  officer  the  sum  of  fifteen  pounds  in  specie,  if  such  class 
was  delinquent  from  a  non  compliance  with  the  said  acts  of  the  twenty 
fourth  of  June  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty,  or  first  July  seventeen 
hundred  and  eighty  one;  and  for  ever  such  non  compliance  with  the 
^id    acts  of  the  eleventh  March   seventeen  hundred   and   eighty,    or 
tenth  of  March,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty  one,  to  deliver  such  man 
Of  men  to  serve  for  the  term  of  nine  months,  or  to  pay  for  each  man  so 
deficient  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  in  specie;  and  for  every  such  non 
compliance  with  the  said  act  of  the  ninth  of  October  seventeen  hundred 
and  eighty,  to  deliver  such  man  to  serve  for  and  during  the  present  war 
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with  Great  Britain,  or  to  pay  for  such  men  so  deficient  the  sum  of  thirty 
pounds  in  specie, 

Provided  always,  that  where  any  part  of  such  class  hath  removed  out 
of  the  limits  of  the  regiment,  the  class  shall  be  excused  from  the  pay- 
ment of  so  much  of  the  said  several  sums,  as  the  head  of  the  class  shall 
on  oath  declare  was  or  would  be  the  amount  to  be  paid  by  such  person 
or  persons  so  removed. 

And  provided  also  thai  if  any  class  shall  on  or  before  the  twenty  first 
day  of  February  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  one,  have  ^ona 
fide  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  collector  or  other  person  legally  authorized 
to  receive  the  same  the  fine  of  thirty  pounds  in  new  emission  as  by  the 
said  act  of  the  ninth  of  October  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty  they 
were  required  to  do  in  default  of  furnishing  a  man,  such  class  shall  be 
exempt  from  furnishing  the  man  required  by  the  said  last  mentioned 
act  and  from  paying  the  said  fine  of  thirty  pounds  in  specie  imposed 
by  this  clause,  any  thing  in  the  said  act,  or  in  this  or  in  any  other  act 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  provided  also  that  if  any  class  shall  at  any  time  since  the  passing 
of  the  act  entitled  **An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  com  pleat 
the  quota  of  the  troops  of  this  State  to  serve  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States  during  the  war,"  passed  the  twenty  first  February  seventeen  hun- 
dred and  eighty  one,  have  bona  fide  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  collector 
or  other  person  legally  authorized  to  receive  the  same,  the  fine  of  eighty 
pounds  in  new  emission  as  by  the  said  last  recited  act  they  were  required 
to  do  in  default  of  furnishing  a  man,  such  class  shall  in  like  manner  be 
exempt  from  the  said  fine  of  thirty  pounds  in  specie — That  the  collector 
or  other  person  to  whom  such  fines  as  last  aforesaid  shall  have  been 
paid,  shall  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June  next  pay  the  same  to  the 
colonel  or  commanding  ofiicer  of  the  regiment,  unless  he  shall  produce 
a  receipt  that  he  has  paid  the  same  into  the  treasury  of  the  county,  or 
the  treasury  of  the  State.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  head 
of  every  delinquent  class  to  raise,  levy  and  collect  from  every  individual 
of  his  class,  actually  resident  within  the  limits  of  the  regiment  to  which 
such  class  shall  belong,  the  share  and  proportion  of  such  individual  of 
the  sum  or  sums  so  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  clause  in  like  manner 
as  a  person  furnishing  a  man  might  have  done  by  either  of  the  said 
recited  acts  —  That  if  any  of  the  said  delinquent  classes  shall  not  have 
furnished  the  man  or  men  in  which  such  class  is  deficient  or  shall  not 
have  paid  the  fine  or  fines  imposed  and  made  payable  by  this  clause  on 
or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  June  next,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  colonel 
or  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  and  he  is  hereby  strictly  en- 
joined and  required,  to  levy  such  fine  or  fines  so  due  from  each  delin- 
quent class,  together  with  usual  costs,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods 
and  chatties  of  the  head  of  such  delinquent  class,  and  by  warrant  under 
his  hand,  directed  to  any  sergeant  of  the  regiment,  any  thing  in  any  of  the 
said  acts  or  any  other  act  to  the  con  tray  notwithstanding,  and  the  com- 
manding officer  of  every  regiment  of  militia  within  this  State  shall  on  or 
before  the  fifteenth  day  of  May  next,  make  return  on  oath  to  the  treasurer 
of  the  county,  of  every  delinquent  class  within  the  limits  of  his  regiment, 
of  which  return  the  treasurer  shall  transmit  a  certified  copy  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  militia.  That  the  field  oflficers  of  every  regiment 
which  hath  heretofore  been  classed  shall  if  the  head  of  any  class  hath 
smce  removed,  or  hath  been  otherwise  rendered  incapable,  appoint 
another  of  the  said  class  who  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  duties  enjoined 
by  this  clause  on  heads  of  classes,  and  be  liable  to  the  same  penalties, 
and  have  the  same  powers  as  if  he  had  been  heretofore  appointed  the 
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head  of  a  class.     That  all  monies  arising  by  virtue  of  the  said  acts,  or  Moneys  to 
either  of  them,  or  by  virtue  of  this  clause,  which  may  come  into  the  {^to**^ 
hands  of  the  commanding  officers  of  regiments  respectively,  shall  be  by  county 
him  or  them  paid  unto  the  treasury  of  the  county  whereof  he  is  resi-  ^^^^^^* 
dent,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  July  next,  and  by  the  said  treasurers 
respectively  unto  the  treasurer  of  the  State,  on  or  before  the  twentieth 
day  of  July  next.     That  the  individuals  of  every  delinquent  class  may  Payments 
in  lieu  of  money  pay  to  the  head  of  the  class  in  discharge  of  their  SLs^may** 
respective  proportions,  wheat  at  the  rate  of  five  shillings  and  six  pence  be  made 
per  bushel,  or  rye  or  Indian  corn  at  the  rate  of  three  shillings  and  six  '^^  ®*'' 
pence  per  bushel;  and  the  head  of  each  class  may  in  like  manner  pay 
unto  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  in  lieu  of  money,  wheat 
at  six  shillings  per  bushel,  and  rye  and  Indian  com  at  four  shillings  per 
bushel.     That  all  grain  which  may  be  received  by  any  commanding 
officer  of  a  regiment,  by  virtue  of  this  clause,  may  by  him  be  disposed 
of  for  cash  only,  and  the  monies  arising  therefrom  be  paid  as  aforesaid. 
That  every  commissioned  officer  of  the  militia  who  shall  neglect  or  officers 
refuse  to   perform  any  of  the  duties  enjoined  by  this  clause,  being  J^^Jf^J^"* 
thereof  convicted  before  a  court-martial,  shall  be  cashiered,  and  fined  conviction 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  to  be  recovered  in  any  court  of  record  J^ahiered. 
in  the  name  of  the  treasurer  of  the  county;  one  half  of  which  said 
sum  shall  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county  for  his  own  use,  and 
the  other  half  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  county.     That  it  shall  and  Governor 
may  be  lawful  for  the  person  •administring  the  government  for  the  time  ^iSpMi^*'* 
being,  to  direct  the  disposition  of  any  men  which  may  be  raised  by  tion  of 
virtue  of  this  clause,  and  to  annex  them  to  any  corps  in  the  service  of  ™*^' 
or  belonging  to  this  State,  for  the  times  for  which  they  shall  be  respec- 
tively engaged  to  serve. 

And  whereas  several  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  residing  in  parts  Proviso  as 
exposed  to  incursions  from  the  enemy,  have  been  subject  to  more  militia  ^  miutia 
duty  than  those  residing  in  the  more  interior  parts  of  the  State,  and 
have  therefore  an  equitable  claim  to  indulgence. 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  Inhabl' 
inhabitants  residing  within  the  limits  of  the  regiment  commanded  by  JSJ^a 
Colonel  A.  Hawke  Hay,  in  the  county  of  Orange,  shall  be  and  they  are  exempted 
hereby  exempted  from  raising  the  men  or  paying  the  fines  directed  to  be  iS^'Sien  w 
raised  or  paid  in  the  next  preceding  clause  of  this  act  so  far  as  it  J2Jj°* 
respects  the  men  to  be  raised  by  the  said  act  of  the  tenth  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  one,  that  such  of  the  inhabitants 
within  the  limits  of  the  regiment  commanded  by  Colonel  William  Allison 
in  the  county  of  Orange  who  reside  west  of  the  Wall  Kill,  shall  in  like 
manner  be  exempted,  as  far  as  respects  the  men  to  be  raised  by  the  said 
act  of  the  ninth  of  October  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  precinct  of  Mamakating  and  of  such  parts 
of  the   township  of   Rochester  in  the    county  of  Ulster  as  have  had 
their    houses    and  other  buildings    burnt  by  the   enemy  before   the 
month  of  September  last.  Shall  in  like  manner  be  exempted  as  far  as  re- 
spects the  raising  of  men  by  the  said  act  of  the  tenth  of  March  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  one.    That  the  inhabitants  in  the 
counties  of  Westchester  Tryon  and  Charlotte,  the  united   districts  of 
Duaneburgh  and  Schoharie,  the  districts  of  Balls  Town,  Saratoga,  Cam- 
bridge, Hosic,  Schachtakoke  and  in  that  part  of  the  district  of  Sche- 
nectady which  lies  on  the  north  side  of  the  Mohawk  river  shall  be  and 
hereby  are  exempted   in  manner  aforesaid  as  to  all  and  every  man  to 
be  raised  or  fine  imposed  by  virtue  of  all  or  any  of  the  said  acts  recited 
in  the  said  precedmg  clause,  any  thing  in  this  or  any  other  act  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 
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AN  ACT  to  divide  the  district  of  Claverack,  in  the  county  of 
Albany  into  two  districts. 

Passed  the  26th  of  March,  1782. 

Whereas  the  district  of  Claverack  in  the  county  of  Albany,  is  so 
extensive,  that  it  is  become  very  inconvenient  for  the  people  to  assemble 
in  order  to  transact  public  business  at  their  annual  meetings,  and  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  several  district  officers  is  become  difficult 
and  burdensome;  for  remedy  whereof, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  samCy 
That  the  said  district  of  Claverack  in  the  county  of  Albany,  shall  be 
and  is  hereby  divided  into  two  districts,  by  the  following  line,  to  wit, 
Beginning  at  the  south-east  corner  of  the  district  of  Kinderhook  and 
running  thence  south,  fourteen  degrees  west,  to  the  north  bounds  of  the 
manor  of  Livingston. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all  the  lands 
heretofore  comprehended  within  the  said  district  of  Claverack,  lying 
to  the  west  of  the  aforesaid  division  line,  shall  continue  to  be  called 
by  the  name  of  Claverack  district;  and  that  all  the  lands  hereto- 
fore comprehended  within  the  said  district  of  Claverack,  lying  to  the  east 
of  the  aforesaid  division  line,  shall  be  called  Hillsdale  district. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  free- 
holders and  inhabitants  of  each  of  the  aforesaid  two  districts  called 
Claverack  and  Hillsdale,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  assemble 
and  hold  annual  meetings  within  their  respective  districts,  and  then  and 
there  by  a  plurality  of  voices  to  elect  and  choose  a  supervisor,  town 
clerk,  and  all  other  civil  officers  which  by  the  laws  of  this  State  are  in- 
cident to  a  district,  who  when  so  chosen  and  elected,  shall  respectively 
be  vested  with  and  have  the  like  powers  and  authority,  and  be  subject 
to  the  like  rules  regulations  and  penalties,  as  are  by  law  prescribed  for 
such  officers  respectively,  in  the  other  districts  in  the  said  county:  That 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  district  of  Hillsdale  shall  hold  their  first 
meeting  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  April  next,  at  or  near  the  present 
dwelling  house  of  John  McKinstry,  and  from  time  to  time  thereafter, 
on  the  annual  days  prescribed  by  law  for  town  meetings  in  the  other 
districts  in  the  said  county,  at  such  place  or  places  within  the  said  dis- 
trict, as  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  district  at  their  annual  town  meetings 
shall  by  plurality  of  voices  determine. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  etuicted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  on  the 
said  division  line  between  the  said  districts  of  Claverack  and  Hillsdale 
being  run,  if  the  dwelling  house  of  any  inhabitant,  or  the  greatest  part 
thereof,  shall  be  situated  in  one  of  the  said  districts,  and  his  farm  or 
improvements,  or  any  part  thereof,  with  the  other,  such  inhabitant  shall 
be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  resident  in  the  district  in  which  his  dwell- 
ing house  or  the  greatest  part  thereof  is  situated,  and  the  lands  and 
improvements  in  the  possession  and  occupation  of  such  inhabitant,  shall 
be  assessed,  taxed  and  rated  in  the  district  in  which  he  shall  as  aforesaid 
be  deemed  a  resident. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  State 
and  other  taxes  now  due  from  the  said  dsitrict  of  Claverack  shall  be 
collected  by  the  collectors  thereof   in  both  the  said  districts  as  the* 
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the  said  district  had  not  been  divided,  unless  the  board  of  supervisors  ot 
the  said  county  shall  otherwise  direct;  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
to  divide  all  taxes  now  due  from  the  said  district  of  Claverack,  and 
which  have  not  been  assessed,  and  also  the  contingent  charges  thereof, 
between  the  said  two  districts,  or  not,  in  their  discretion. 


CHAP.  24. 

AN  ACT  to  enable  the  secretary  of  this  State  to  deliver  the 
records  and  papers  in  his  possession  belonging  to  the  court  of 
probates  to  the  judge  of  the  said  court 

Passed  the  26th  of  March,  1782. 

Whereas  several  of  the  records  and  papers  belonging  to  the  court  Preamble, 
of  probates  are  in  the  possession  of  the  secretary  of  the  State.     And 
whereas  the  said  secretary  is  in  doubt  whether  he  can  deliver  up  the  said 
records  and  papers  belonging  to  the  said  court  unless  a  law  be  passed 
expressly  to  authorize  him  thereto. 

Be  U  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  Seoretaiy 
in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same  SiuJ^J?  ^ 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  secretary  of  this  State  and  he  records 
is  hereby  required  on  his  oath  of  office,  to  deliver  up  all  such  records  and  jJo^u^  to 
papers  now  in  his  possession  and  custody  as  belong  to  the  said  court  ^#^2***^ 
to  the  judge  of  the  said  court,  or  to  such  person,  being  su  sworn  officer  court, 
of  the  said  court  as  the  said  judge  shall  authorize  to  receive  the  same  to- 
gether with  the  chests  trunks  or  boxes  in  which  they  are  contained. 
That  the  said  judge  shall  make  out  a  list  of  all  such  original  wills  as  List  of 
shall  from  time  to  time  be  delivered  to  him  by  the  said  secretary;  which  Sj[Jfe^etct 
list  shall  remain  in  the  office  of  the  said  judge  for  the  inspection  of  any         * 
person  who  may  apply  to  examine  the  same;  and  if  it  should  so  happen 
that  after  such  delivery  as  aforesaid  the  said  secretary  should  discover 
in  his  possession  any  records  or  papers  belonging  to  the  said  court  which 
at  the  time  of  such  delivery  he  did  not  know  to  be  in  his  possession  or 
custody  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  him  and  he  is  hereby  enjoined 
from  time  to  time  as  occasion  shall  offer  to  deliver  them  up  as  aforesaid, 
and  if  it  should  so  happen  that  after  the  receipt  of  such  records  and 
papers  by  the  said  judge  of  probates  he  shall  discover  that  any  records 
or  papers  have  been  delivered  as  aforesaid  which  do  not  belong  to  his 
office  he  shall  and  is  hereby  enjoined  from  time  to  time  as  he  shall  dis- 
cover the  same  to  return  them  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State. 


CHAP.  25. 

AN  ACT  to  alter  the  name  of  the  precinct  of  Hanover  in  the 

county  of  Ulster. 

Passed  the  30th  of  March,  1782. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented -^^j^^^  ^i 
in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  Pr^*°*5to 
That  from  and  after  the  publication  of  this  act,  the  precinct  of  Hanover  MoSS* 
in   the  county  of  Ulster,  shall  be  called  and  known  by  the  name  of '°™®^' 
the  precinct  of  Montgomery,  any  thing  in  any  former  acts  contained 
to  the  contrary  hereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 
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CHAP.  26. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  John  L.  Hardenbergh. 

Passed  the  30th  of  March,  1782. 

Preamble.       WHEREAS  the  certificates  given  by  the  auditors  appointed  to  Hquidate 
and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  troops  of  this  State  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  to  the  said  John  L.  Hardenbergh  for  the  depreciation 
of  his  pay  while  in  the  said  service,  are  alledged  to  be  lost  or  destroyed 
Auditors        Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New    Voriy 
oS^rcer-  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority 
tIfj*^L   ^  ^^  same,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful!  for  the  said  auditors  or  any 
Harden-  '  two  of  them,  to  grant  to  the  said  John  L.  Hardenbergh  other  certifi- 
^®'?**-        cates  for  the  depreciation  of  his  pay  while  he  served  in  the  regiments  of 
this  State  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  amounting  to  the  value 
of  the  certificates  formerly  given  to  him  at  the  time  they  were  made, 
BoDdtobe  and  bearing  interest  on  that  amount;  on  the  said  John  L.  Hardenbergh 
Kiven.        ^-^^Yi  two  sufficient  freeholders  as  his  sureties  having  first  sealed  and  de- 
livered in  the  presence  of  three  witnesses,  of  which  at  least  one  of  the 
said  auditors  to  be  one,  a  joint  and  several  bond  to  the  treasurer  of  this 
Condition.  State  in  treble  the  amount  of  the  said  certificate,  with  condition,  that 
the  said  John  L.  Hardenbergh  his  heirs  executors  or  administrators 
shall  and  will  save  harmless  and  keep  indemnified  the  people  of  the 
State  of  New  .York  from  any  costs  charge  claim  payment  or  demand, 
or  the  location  of  any  lands  tenements  or  real  estate,  for  by  reason  or 
on  account  of  the  said  certificates  which  are  alledged  to  be  lost  or  de- 
stroyed. 
Enuytobe      And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  said 
margin  re-  auditors  who  may  subscribe  the  certificates  to  be  given  to  the  said  John 
ginning  in  L^  Hardenbergh  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  before  they  deliver  the 
said  certificates  last  mentioned  to  the  said  John  L.  Hardenbergh,  or  to 
any  other  person  for  his  use,  make  such  memorandum  as  they  shall 
think  proper  on  the  margin  remaining  in  the  book  from  whence  the  cer- 
tificates alledged  to  be  lost  were  indented  and  taken  out,  and  also  on 
the  margin  from  whence  the  certificates  to  be  given  in  pursuance  of  this 
act  shall  be  taken  out,  purporting  that  the  last  mentioned  certificates 
are  given  in  lieu  of  those  alledged  to  be  lost  or  destroyed;  and  shall  also 
indorse  on  each  certificate  to  be  given  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  a  memo- 
randum, that  the  same  is  or  are  given  in  lieu  of  those  alledged  to  be  lost 
or  destroyed,  specifying  in  such  memorandum  the  number  and  amount 
in  value  of  the  certificates  alledged  to  be  lost  or  destroyed. 


CHAP.  27. 

AN  ACT  to  regulate  the  militia. 

Passed  the  4th  of  April,  1782. 

Preamble.  WHEREAS  it  is  necessary  to  put  the  militia  on  such  an  establishment 
as  will  most  effectually  encourage  a  martial  spirit  among  the  people,  pro- 
vide for  the  internal  and  external  security  of  the  State  and  enable  it 
most  vigorously  to  co-operate  with  the  other  United  States  in  a  cause 
no  less  noble  and  exalted  than  the  defence  of  the  common  rights  and 
liberties  of  America  against  hostile  tyranny  and  oppression. 


Chap.  27.]  FIFTH  SESSION.  441 

I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the   State  of  New  York  Persona  to 
represented  in  Seriate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  *^  ^'^^oUed 
of  the  same  That  every  able  bodied  male  person  (Indians  and  slaves 
excepted)  residing  within  this  State  from  sixteen  years  of  age  to  fifty 
(except  such  persons  as  are  hereinafter  excepted)    shall  immediately 

after  the  passing  of  this  act,  unless  he  shall  have  been  heretofore  en- 
rolled by  the  captain  or  in  his  absence  the  next  commanding  officer  of 
the  beat  wherein  he  shall  reside,  be  enrolled  in  the  company  of  such 
beat.     That  every  captain  or  commanding  officer  of  a  company  shall 
also  enroll  every  person  who  shall  from  time  to  time  arrive  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years  or  come  to  reside  or  sojourn  within  his  beat  and  with- 
out delay  notify  such  enrollment  to  each  person  so  enrolled  by  some  in- 
ferior officer  of  the  company  who  on  oath  shall  be  a  competent  witness 
to  prove  such  notice.    That  if  any  dispute  shall  arise  with  respect  to  the  oommand- 
age  or  ability  to  bear  arms  of  any  person,  it  shall  be  determined  by  the  ^^^^^^ 
colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  whose  determination  in  mioe  dis- 
the  case  shall  be  final.    That  every  person  so  enrolled  and  notified  shall  p*»'««- 
within  twenty  days  thereafter  furnish  and  provide  himself  at  his  own  enrofied  to 
expence  wjth  a  good  musket  or  firelock  fit  for  service,  a  sufficient  bayo-  gj^j^i? 
net  (unless  he  shall  be  provided  with  a  good  rifle)  with  a  good  belt  or  withequip- 
pouch  or  cartouch  box  containing  not  less  than  sixteen  catridges  suited  SJ,d°Spear 
to  the  bore  of  the  musket  or  firelock,  each  cartridge  containing  a  proper  with  same 
quantity  of  powder  and  ball  or  in  lieu  of  such  pouch  cartouch  box  or  ^^d  out. 
cartridges,  with  a  quantity  of  powder  and  ball  respectively  disposed  of 
in  a  powder  horn  and  shot  bag,  and  wadding  sufficient  for  the  same  and 
two  spare  flints,  a  blanket  and  knapsack;  and  shall  appear  so  armed,  ac- 
coutred and  provided,  when  called  out  to  exercise,  or  duty,  as  herein  after 
directed;  except  that  when  called  out  to  exercise  only,  he  may  appear 
without  blanket  or  knapsack;  and  if  any  such  person  shall  appear  to  the 
captain  or  commanding  officer  of  the  company  to  be  too  indigent  to 
arm,  accouter  and  provide  himself  in  manner  aforesaid,  he  shall  be  fur- 
nished with  arms  and  accoutrements  out  of  the  monies  to  arise  from  such 
fines  as  shall  from  time  to  time  accrue  in  the  regiment  to  which  he  shall 
belong,  and  in  case  of  deficiency  thereof,  out  of  the  public  magazines  or 
stores  of  this  State,  by  order  of  the  person  so  administering  the  govern- 
ment of  this  State  for  the  time  being. 

II.  That  the  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being  shall  by  general  com 
orders  arange  the  militia  of  this  State  into  brigades,  regiments,  and  com-  '^^°^?'  *" 
panies,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council  of  ap-  arrange 
pointment,  appoint  such  and  so  many  brigadiers   general   and  other  ^l^^^ 
officers  as  he  shall  think  most  conducive  to  the  public  service;  copies  brigades, 
of  such  general  orders  to  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county  ®^* 
where  the  regiment,  or  company  shall  be. 

III.  That  each  brigadier  general  shall  have  one  brigade  major  of  his  BHsade 
own  choice,  to  rank  as  major  in  the  militia  and  receive  pay  on  the  certi-  major, 
ficate  of  his  brigadier  for  the  time  he  shall  be  in  service. 

IV.  That  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation  or  other  inability  to  serve  command- 
of  any  colonel  now  commanding  a  regiment,  no  colonel  shall  thereafter  JJ^  of 
be  appointed  thereto,  but  that  such  regiment  and  all  others  not  now        ™* 
commanded  by  a  colonel  shall  henceforth  be  commanded  by  a  lieuten- 
ant colonel. — That  each  regiment  shall  have  one  major  (unless  in  cases 

where  it  shall  be  thought  necessary  to  appoint  two  majors —  That  each  company 
company  shall  be  officered  with  one  captain,  one  first  lieutenant,  one  offloere. 
second  lieutenant  and  one  ensign,  as  commissioned  officers    (That  in 
case  of  the  death,  resignation  or  other  inability  to  serve  of  any  second 
lieutenant  it  shall  be  in  the  discretion  of  the  governor  by  and  with  the 
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advice  and  consent  of  the  council  of  appointment  to  appoint  another 
or  not)  and  by  four  Serjeants,  four  corporals  one  drummer  and  one 
fifer  —  And  the  staff  of  each  regiment  shall  be,  one  adjutant  and  one 
quarter  master  who  shall  repectively  rank  as  first  lieutenants,  and  the 
Serjeants,  corporals,  drummers  and  fifers,  shall  be  appointed  from  time 
to  time  by  the  captains  or  other  commanding  officers  of  the  several 
companies;  and  if  any  non  commissioned  officer  so  to  be  appointed  shall 
refuse  to  accept  the  office  to  which  he  shall  be  appointed  he  shall  forfeit 
the  sum  of  forty  shillings,  to  be  adjudged  levied  and  disposed  of,  in 
manner  as  is  herein  after  directed  with  respect  to  fines  for  neglecting  or 
refusing  to  appear  to  train  afid  exercise  as  is  herein  after  mentioned. 

V.  That  each  regiment  shall  be  provided  with  a  standard  of  colours 
at  the  expence  of  the  field  officers,  and  each  company  with  a  drum  and 
fife  at  the  expence  of  the  commissioned  officers  thereof  — 

VI.  That  there  may  be  a  troop  of  horse  in  each  brigade  and  two 
troops  of  horse  in  the  county  of  Westchester  and  a  company  of  grena- 
diers in  each  regiment  of  foot  which  may  conveniently  furnish  the  same— 
That  the  said  troops  of  horse  and  companies  of  grenadiers  shall  respect- 
ively, be  formed  and  composed  of  volunteers  in  the  respective  brigades 
and  regiments  residing  at  such  convenient  distances  from  each  other 
that  they  may  with  ease  and  dispatch  be  called  out  for  training,  disci- 
pline or  other  service.  Provided  that  no  troop  of  horse  shall  be  estab- 
lished without  the  consent  of  the  brigadier  or  commanding  officer  of  the 
brigade;  and  that  no  grenadier  company  shall  be  established  in  any 
regiment  without  the  consent  of  all  the  field  officers;  and  that  no 
troop  of  horse  or  grenadier  company  shall  exceed  fifty  men  officers  in- 
cluded; and  that  no  person  shall  hereafter  inlist  in  any  troop  of  horse 
or  grenadier  company  without  the  consent  of  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  regiment  in  which  he  shall  reside. — 

VII.  That  on  every  such  inlistment  of  a  volunteer  the  captain  of  a 
troop  of  horse  or  company  of  grenadiers  do  immediately  certify  to  the 
captain  of  the  beat  from  which  such  volunteer  shall  inlist,  the  inlistment 
of  the  said  volunteer. — 

VIII.  That  each  trooper  shall  be  equipped  and  provided  with  a  good 
serviceable  horse  at  least  fourteen  hands  high,  a  good  saddle,  housing, 
holsters,  breast  plate  and  crupper,  a  case  of  good  pistols,  a  good  horse- 
mans  sword,  a  pair  of  boots  and  spurs,  and  a  carbine  well  fixed  with 
a  good  belt,  swivel  and  bucket,  and  a  cartridge  box  to  contain  twelve 
cartridges  at  least;  and  that  each  grenadier  shall  be  equiped  and  pro- 
vided with  a  grenadier's  cap,  a  good  musket  and  bayonet,  a  broad 
sword,  a  belt  and  pouch  or  cartridge  box,  and  so  equipped  and  provi- 
ded the  troopers  and  grenadiers  shall  respectively  be  called  out  under 
the  direction  of  their  respective  officers  as  is  hereby  required  with  re- 
spect to  the  rest  of  the  militia. 

IX.  That  each  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  a  regiment  shall  in 
the  months  of  May  and  October  in  every  year,  call  out  his  regiment  to 
his  regimental  parade,  (which  shall  be  the  place  in  the  district  of  the  regi- 
ment the  most  convenient  for  that  purpose,)  and  having  paraded  the 
same,  shall  require  from  the  captain  or  commanding  officer  of  every  beat 
in  the  regiment  a  return  thereof,  expressing  the  exempts  and  the  absen- 
tees, and  the  causes  of  the  respective  exemptions  and  absences;  cause 
the  said  regiment,  except  the  exempts  then  paraded,  to  be  called  by  the 
company  rolls;  and  the  arms,  ammunition  and  accoutrements  of  each 
man  to  be  examined,  and  the  defaulters  to  be  not.ed,  and  shall  cause 
them  to  be  sufficiently  exercised,  trained  and  disciplined;  and  shall 
within  two  weeks  there  after  make  or  cause  to  be  made  a  true  regimental 
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return  (excepting  therein  by  name  the  exempts  or  absentees)  to  the 
brigadier  general  or  commanding  officer  of  the  brigade  —  That  the  cap-  Company 
tain  or  commanding  officer  of  each  company  shall  and  may  call  out  his  P"*^®«- 
company  to  such  place  within  his  beat  as  shall  be  most  convenient  for 
that  purpose  at  least  four  times  in  every  year,  and  shall  cause  them  when 
so  called  out  to  be  well  and  sufficiently  exercised,  trained  and  disci- 
plined. 

X.  That  every  commissioned  officer  of  the  militia  in  this  State  who  offloera 
shall  omit  or  neglect  to  perform  any  .of  the  duties  by  this  act  enjoined  °**5^o*r,S 
on  him,  of  enrolling  training  or  disciplining  in  and  to  the  use  of  arms  duty  to  be 
the  militia  of  this  State,  or  of  making  perfect  returns  of  the  militia,  or  ^uJt*^^ 
of  not  calling  out  to  actual  service  the  militia  or  any  part  thereof  when  martial, 
necessary,  and  shall,  if  under  the  rank  of  a  brigadier  be  thereof  con-  ^^' 
victed  by  a  brigade  court  martial  from  the  brigade  to  which  he  shall  be- 
long, consisting  of  at  least  thirteen  members  (which  court  martial  the 
brigadier  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  appoint  and  direct  to 

sit)  and  the  sentence  thereon  be  confirmed  by  the  brigadier  general  or 
the  officer  commanding  the  said  brigade  with  the  right  of  appeal  to  the 
commander  in  chief  to  whom  the  proceedings  shall  be  immediately  re- 
ported.  Be  ipso  facto  removed  from  his  office  and  reduced  to  do  duty  in 
the  ranks  as  a  foot  soldier;  any  exemption  from  duty  to  the  contrary  in 
any  wise  notwithstanding.     And  all  brigadiers  general,  for  offences,  not 
particularly  provided  for  in  this  act,  shall  be  tried  by  a  general  court 
martial  to  be  appointed  by  the  commander  in  chief;  and  if  on  conviction 
the  sentence  thereof  be  confirmed  by  the  commander  in  chief,  that  there 
upon  such  brigadier  general  shall  be  removed  from  his  office. — That  all  Sentence 
sentences  of  courts-martial  so  confirmed  shall  be  by  the  commander  in  before*'^ 
chief  from  time  to  time,  laid  before  the  council  of  appointment,  to  the  council  of 
end,  that  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  ment"^ 
time  being  by  and  with  their  advice  and  consent  may  appoint  others 
instead  of  the  officers  so  found  guilty. 

XI.  That  every  commissioned  officer  of  the  militia  of  this  State,  who  offlcere 
shall  t)e  cashiered,  or  who  shall  resign  his  commission,  not  being  super-  etc.*I*U)  do 
seded  in  rank  in  the  company  to  which  he  belongs,  or  being  a  major,  or  duty  as 
captain,  not  being  superseded  in  the  regiment  to  which  he  belongs,  or  Soidfera. 
commanding  a  regiment  not  being  s-iperseded  in  the  brigade  to  which 

he  belongs  or  unless  his  resignation  shall  be  accepted  by  the  governor 
by  and  vith  the  consent  of  the  council  of  appointment,  shall  be  obliged 
to  do  the  duty  of,  and  in  every  respect,  be  put  on  a  footing  with  a  pri- 
vate soldier,  any  thing  contained  in  this  act,  to  the  contrary  thereof  not- 
withstanding. 

XII.  That  every  non  commissioned  officer  or  private  of  the  said  mili-  Non-oom- 
tia  who  shall  neglect  to  appear  when  called  out  to  train  or  parade  as  SiSeSJ®** 
herein  before  mentioned,  without  sufficient  excuse,  shall  for  every  such  ^"^  p^- 
offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  ten  shillings;  and  if  he  shall  appear  wanting  forfeit 
any  of  his  arms,  ammunition,  or,  accoutrements  prescribed  for  him  by  niSed  in 
this  act,  without  sufficient  excuse,  he  shall  for  every  deficiency  forfeit  case  ef 
the  sum  of  two  shillings— and  if  any  non  commissioned  officer  or  private  SS!  *    ' 
in  any  troop  of  horse,  or  company  of  grenadiers,  shall  be  charged  with 
either  of  the  said  offences  and  shall  not  have  sufficient  excuse,  he  shall 
forfeit  for  the  offence  of  not  appearing  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings — and 

for  every  other  of  the  said  offences  the  sum  of  four  shillings. — 

XIII.  That  all  fines  to  arise  from  offences  in  a  company  only  when  pines,  how 
called  out  to  train  or  parade  shall  be  adjudged  of,  and  inflicted  by  the  ISSi  ie??ed. 
commissioned  officers  of  such  company,  or  the  major  part  thereof,  and 

shall  be  levied  with  costs,  by  warrant  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the 
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captain  or  commanding  officer,  directed  to  one  or  more  of  the  Serjeants 
of  the  company,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chatties  of  the 
offender  and  paid  by  the  serjeant  or  Serjeants  to  the  said  commanding 
officer  of  the  company;  and  that  all  fines  to  arise  from  the  like  of- 
fences, upon  the  calling  out  of  the  regiment,  shall  be  adjudged  of  and 
inflicted  by  the  field  officers  of  the  regiment,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
FIDOS,  how  and  shall  be  levied  with  costs,  by  warrant  under  the  hand  and  seal  of 
ju<^d^of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  directed  to  one  or  more  of  the 
fecte?r*"  Serjeants  of  the  said  regiment,  by  distress  and  Ale  of  the  goods  and 
chattels  of  the  offenders  respectively,  and  by  him  or  them  paid  to  the 
said  commanding  officer;  all  which  fines  shall  by  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  regiment,  or  of  the  companies,  be  paid  over  to  the  quarter 
master  of  the  said  regiment,  to  be  by  him  laid  out  under  the  direction 
of  the  field  officers  of  the  regiment,  or  the  major  part  thereof,  for  arm- 
ing, accoutring  and  furnishing  with  ammunition,  the  privates  thereof,  in 
manner  aforesaid;  and  where,  in  any  case,  no  goods  or  chattels  shall  be 
found,  then  on  such  warrants  to  be  issued  in  either  of  the  cases  above 
mentioned,  the  serjeant  or  Serjeants  shall  take  the  body  of  the  offender 
and  him  convey  to  the  common  gaol  of  the  county;  and  if  there  shall 
not  be  a  common  gaol  in  the  county  then  to  the  common  gaol  in  an 
adjoining  county  there  to  be  kept  in  safe  and  close  custody,  until  he  pay 
the  fine  with  costs,  and  the  gaoler  of  such  gaol  is  hereby  required  and 
commanded  to  receive  such  offender  with  the  warrant  and  him  safely 
keep  until  he  shall  have  paid  his  said  fine  and  costs,  or  shall  be  dis- 
charged by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  to  which  he  doth 
belong,  which  gaoler  shall  after  receiving  the  said  fine  and  costs,  on  de- 
mand by  such  serjeant  or  Serjeants  pay  the  same  to  him  or  them;  and 
thereupon  such  fine  shall  be  disposed  of  in  manner  herein  before  directed 
for  the  disposal  of  fines. 
Official  XIV.  That  all  officers  in  the  militia  shall  take  rank  according  to  the 

rank.         dates  of  their  commissions,  provided  that  where  any  officer  now  holds 
the  same  office  in  the  militia  which  he  held  under  the  late  government 
before  the  revolution,  or  under  the  convention  before  the  present  gov- 
ernment, and  since  hath  received  a  new  commission  for  the  same  office, 
such  officer  shall  take  rank  from  the  date  of  his  former,  and  not  from  the 
date  of  his  last  commission,  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 
Returna  to      XV.  That  from  all  returns  to  be  made  by  the  commanding  officers  of 
S?e°com-*^  regiments  respectively  to  the  respective  brigadiers  general,  or  command- 
manderiD  ing  officers  of  the  brigade;  brigade  returns  shall  without  delay  be  made 
chief.         jQ  ^j^^  commander  in  chief,  that  the  commanding  officers  of  regiments 
not  formed  into  brigades  shall  without  delay  make  leturns  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief. 
Brigades,        XVI    That  one  brigade,  regiment,  or,  company  of  foot  (except  grena- 
torankand  ^^^^  ^^^  shall  form  on  the  right  of  the  regiment)  shall  not  be  consid- 
be  posted  ered  as  older,  or  having  rank  or  preference  of  the  other;  but  each  bri- 
in  line.       gade,  regiment  or  company  shall  be  posted  and  disposed  of  in  the  line, 
on  command  as  the  commanding  officer  on  the  spot,  shall  on  every  oc- 
casion or  emergency  think  proper.  — 
MUitiato        XVII.   That  on  every  emergency  of  a  sudden  actual  or  threatened 
outln^liMs  invasion  by  the  enemy,  or  any  insurrection,  the  commanding  officer  of 
of  emer-    any  brigade,  regiment  or  company,  as  the  case  may  require,  shall  imme- 
^^^^         diately  draw  out  the  militia  under  his  command,  and  with  them  march 
to  any  place,  whether  within  or  without  the  State,  to  oppose  the  enemy, 
or  to  quell  insurrections  within  the  State;  and  that  all  brigades,  regi- 
ments, troops  and  companies,  shall  from  time  to  time  be  subject  to  gene- 
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ral,  brigade,  regimental  and  company  orders,  as  is  usual  according  to 
the  course  and  practice  of  war,  for  suddenly  taking  the  field  for  the  pur- 
pose aforesaid  —  And  all  such  orders  by  any  officer  under  tl>e  rank  of  c^ersto 
commander  in  chief,  shall  be  reported  in  writing  by  express  to  the  com-  by  wtprese 
raanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  if  given  by  one  under  his  command,  ^j^*'*^'}};" 
and  if  given  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  shall  be  reported  officer, 
to  the  brigadier  general;  and  if  given  by  the  brigadier  general,  to  the 
commander  in  chief;  all  which  reports  shall  be  acted  upon  by  the  re- 
spective persons  to  whom  the  same  shall  Respectively  be  made,  as  the 
emergency  may  require,  and  by  such '  persons  respectively,  be  reported 
with  their  respective  proceedings  thereon  to  their  next  superior  officer; 
and  so  on  in  succession  till  they  reach  the  commander  in  chief. 

XVIII.  That  every  person  in  the  militia  whether  officer  or  private,  Pay  and 
when  called  out  into  actual  service,  either  to  act  seperately  or  in  con-  ^^  **°** 
junction  with  the  troops  of  the  United  States  of  America,  shall  from  the 

time  of  his  marching  out  into  the  said  service  until  he  be  properly  dis- 
charged therefrom,  be  allowed  pay  and  rations  according  to  the  Conti- 
nental establishment;  and  having  marched  out  in  such  service,  and  before 
his  proper  discharge  or  dismission  shall  commit  any  offence  or  shall  be- 
fore such  discharge  or  dismission  desert  from  the  corps  to  which  he 
shall  belong,  or  from  his  post,  shall  for  every  such  offence  be  subject  to  Deserters 
the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  established  by  the  congress  of  the  United  SiiJS^d^ 
States  of  America,  for  the  better  government  of  the  troops  in  the  service  SJJ?^®"  ^' 
of  the  said  United  States,  which  shall  be  put  in  execution  against  the 
offender  by  the  militia  orders  and  authority,  in  like  manner  as  the  same 
are  put  in  execution  in  the  army  of  the  said  United  States  against  of- 
fenders therein,  by  proper  orders  and  authority  thereof;  and  that  in  all 
such  cases  the  governor  or  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being,  and 
all  militia  officers,  subordinate  to  him,  shall  and  may  enjoy  and  exercise 
all  the  powers  by  the  said  rules  and  articles  of  war  given  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  the  several  officers 
subordinate  to  him  in  the  said  army  —  And  that  upon  notice  left  at  the  Upon 
usual  place  of  abode  of  any  offender  containing  the  charge  against  him  St*rMi-*'^ 
and  the  time  and  place  when  and  where  the  court  martial  will  be  held  ^^^^^^ 
for  his  tryal,  and  due  proof  made  to  such  court  of  the  service  of  such  service 
notice,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  court  to  proceed  to  the  tryal  of  such  i^^  ™*^ 
offender,  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  appeared  and  plead  not  guilty  to  offender, 
the  charge. — 

XIX.  That  in  every  case  where  a  fine  shall  be  imposed  by  a  court  mar-  in  case  of 
tial  in  consequence  of  the  last  preceeding  clause,  it  shall  and  may  be  law-  men?©?' 
ful  for  such  court  martial  to  direct  the  offender  (in  case  of  the  non  fl"©* 
payment  of  such  fine)  to  serve  in  and  do  duty  with  any  one  of  the  may 
regiments  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  of  America  raised  by  the  J^geJ^e*^ 
direction  and  under   the   authority  of  this  State,  as  a  private  soldier  privates 
thereof,  for  and  during  such  time  as  the  court  martial  shall  adjudge  not 
exceeding  six  months. — 

XX.  That  the  commander  in  chief  for   the  time  being   shall  have  Com- 
power  and  authority  from  time  to  time   in  his  discretion,  to  order  out  Shlef  may 
the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  associated  exempts  and  enrolled  mili-  JJilfjJ  ^^^ 
tia  of  this  State  into  actual  service,  not  only  for  the  defence  of  this  etc.   ** 
State,  but  to  give  assistance  to  any  other  of  the  United  States,  or  to 
reinforce  the  army  of  the  United  States  or  any  part  thereof,  and  to  cause 

each  of  them  to  march  out  of  this  State  for  either  of  the  said  purposes 
and  that  the  associated  exempts  shall  be  called  out  in  rotation  so  as  to 
do  their  equal  proportion  of  duty  with  the  enrolled  militia,  as  nearly  as 
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may  be  in  the  discretion  of  the  commander  in  chief  or  brigadier  general 
within  whose  command  the  associated  exempts  do  reside; 
Term  of   '      Provided  always,  that  none  of  the  enrolled  militia  of  this  State  or  as- 
«orv!oe,      sociated  exempts,  shall  be  compelled  to  do  duty  out  of  the  same  for  a 
greater  space  of  time  than  forty  days  at  any  one  time.     And  provided 
also  that  not  more  than  one  third  part  of  the  militia  and  associated  ex- 
empts of  this  State  shall  on  any  occasion  or  emergency  be  required  or 
^  ordered  to  march  out  of  this  State,  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the 

contrary  hereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. — 
Militia  XXI.  That  whenever  any  sherif  his  deputy  or  any  qther  ministerial 

SSfed  out  officer  in  any  of  the  counties  of  this  State  sljall  receive  any  legal  process 
tgaidaher-  commanding  him  or  them  to  apprehend  any  person  or  persons  therein 
oatiDff^]^-  charged  with  any  crime  or  offence  against  the  laws  of  this  State,  and 
^'•^  such  sherif  his  deputy  or  other  ministerial  officer  shall  have  been  for- 

cibly resisted  or  shall  have  good  grounds  to  suspect  that  by  force  and 
arms  he  will  be  obstructed  or  resisted  in  the  execution  of  such  process 
by  the  said  offender  or  offenders,  and  his  or  their  aiders  and  abettors, 
such  sherif  his  deputy  or  other  ministerial  officer  shall  represent  the  cir- 
cumstances of  such  resistance  or  the  reason  of  such  his  apprehension 
to  the  brigadier  general  or  other  commanding  officer  of  the  militia  of 
the  county  in  which  such  process  is  to  be  served;  and  if  it  shall  appear 
to  the  said  brigadier  or  other  commanding  officer  that  there  are  just 
grounds  for  such  suspicion,  that  then  and  in  every  such  case  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  said  brigadier  general  or  other  commanding  officer  to  order 
out  such  detachment  of  militia  as  to  him  shall  appear  necessary  to  aid  the 
said  sherif,  his  deputy  or  other  ministerial  officer  to  execute  such  pro- 
cess and  which  said  detachment  shall  act  under  the  directions  and  or- 
ders of  such  shferif,  his  deputy  or  other  ministerial  officer.  That  such 
brigadier  or  other  commanding  officer  shall  from  time  to  time  report  to 
the  commander  in  chief  such  application  and  orders  he  shall  issue  in 
consequence  thereof. 
Military  XXII.  That  for  the  several  purposes  aforesaid  general,  brigade  and 

^^  '  regimental  courts  martial,  and  courts  of  inquiry  shall  from  time  to  time 
as  cases  may  require,  be  instituted  and  formed,  and  general,  brigade  and 
regimental  orders  from  time  to  time  given,  upon  the  plan  directed  by  the 
aforesaid  rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  by  the  officers  in  rank  respec-. 
tively  in  the  militia  equal  with  those  respectively  authorized  for  the 
purpose  by  the  said  articles  of  war;  in  respect  whereof  the  governor  or 
commander  in  chief  and  all  militia  officers  respectively  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  on  the  same  footing  as  the  general  and  commander  in  chief 
of,  and  as  the  officers  in  their  respective  ranks  belonging  to,  the  army  of 
the  said  United  States. — 
Punish-  Provided  always  that  no  commissioned  military  officer,  except  when 

ment.         questioned  upon  the  aforesaid  rules  and  articles  of  war,  shall  be  sen- 
tenced or  adjudged  to  any  other  punishment  than  to  be  cashiered  and 
rendered  incapable  of  any  military  office  whatsoever  within  this  State. 
Fine  in  And  provided  also  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  a  court  martial 

iimi ofcor- whenever  they  shall  conceive  it  proper  to  fix  and  determine  a  fine  for 
porai  which  any  person  adjudged  to  receive  corporal  punishment  may  com- 

ment. '  mute  such  punishment;  and  if  the  same  fine  shall  be  paid  within  the 
time  by  the  court  martial  for  that  purpose  limited — the  said  person  shall 
be  accordingly  acquited  of  such  corporal  punishment.  That  all  such 
fines  shall  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  president  of  the  said  court  mar- 
tial, and  shall  by  him  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  quarter  master  of  the 
regiment  to  which  the  offenders  do  belong,  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition  for  the  use  of  the  said 
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« 

regiment  agreeable  to  the  directions  in  the  fourteenth  clause  of  this 
act;  and  that  the  overplus  be  paid  by  the  said  quarter  master  into  the 
treasury  of  this  State. 

XXIII.  That  a  roll  of  the  privates  of  each  company  shall  be  made  Privates  to 
and  divided  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  company  into  eight  classes  {jf^J*^*^®^ 
as  nearly  equal  in  number  to  each  other  as  conveniently  may  be,  and  a  classes, 
Serjeant  or  corporal  shall  be  alloted  on  the  roll  by  the  commanding  ®^* 
officer  to  each  class,  which  said  eight  classes  in  each  company  shall  on 
detachments,  or  drafts  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  perform  their  tour  of 

duty  in  numerical  order;  and  to  ascertain  which  class  shall  take  the  first 
and  which  the  second  tour  of  duty  on  detachment,  and  so  on  to  the 
eighth  class,  eight  slips  of  paper  numbered  respectively  from  one  to 
eight  inclusively  shall  be  so  rolled  up,  or  otherwise  closed,  as  to  conceal 
the  number,  and  being  put  into  a  hatt  and  well  shook  together  in  the 
same,  the  serjeant  or  corporal  of  each  class  shall,  in  the  order  to  be  di- 
rected by  the  commanding  officer  in  behalf  of  his  class,  take  out  one  of 
the  ballots,  and  the  number  drawn  by  the  Serjeants  and  corporals  re- 
spectively, shall  deterraiine  the  respective  tours  of  duty  of  the  several 
classes  —  The  class  which  draws  number  one,  to  have  the  first  tour  of  Toureof 
duty,  and  so  determining  their  respective  tours  of  duty  in  a  numerical  ^^^^' 
order  throughout  all  the  eight  classes,  and  in  the  same  numerical  order 
shall  the  eight  classes  continue  their  rotation  without  any  new  balloting, 
until  the  numbers  respectively  contained  in  each  class  shall  by  the 
events  of  war,  other  accidents  become  very  unequal,  when  there  shall  be 
a  new  balloting  as  above  directed.  That  where  a  company  increases 
by  the  accession  of  men  from  any  other  parts,  or  by  persons  residing 
within  the  beat  and  arriving  to  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  company  shall  therewith  compleat  any  classes  which 
may  have  become  deficient;  and  if  a  residue  remains  shall  distribute 
such  residue  as  equally  amongst  the  classes  as  circumstances  will  permit — 

XXIV.  That  when  and  as  often  as  the  classes  shall  be  thus  fixed.  Roll  of 
each  commanding  officer  of  each  company  shall  forma  roll  consisting  of  *^^"®®' ® 
the  eight  classes,  and  containing  the  names  of  the  men  in  each  class 

with  the  names  of  the  serjeant  and  corporal  respectively  prefixed  to  each 
class,  and  numbered  according  to  the  order  of  ballotting,  which  he 
shall  keep  for  his  own  use  guidance  and  direction,  and  shall  notify  each 
serjeant,  corporal  and  private,  to  what  class  he  shall  belong ;  and  shall 
return  a  copy  thereof  with  the  list  of  his  commissioned  officers  prefixed 
thereto,  without  delay,  to  the  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  the  regi- 
ment who  shall  enter  all  such  and  every  other  company  return,  in  a 
book  to  be  kept  by  him  for  the  purpose. — 

XXV.  That  the  commanding  officer  of  each  regiment  shall  on  receipt  Tours  of 
of  all  the  classed  returns  of  the  companies  in  the  regiment,  convene  to-  eommii- 
gether  all  the  commissioned  officers  in  the  regiment,  and  proceed  in  like  sioned  offl- 
manner,  to  fix  by  ballot,  the  respective  tours  of  duty,  of  all  commissioned  ^^^ 
oflftcers  under  the  rank  and  degree  of  a  field  officer,  from  and  including 
number  one,  to  and  including  such  number  as  shall  be  equal  to  the  num- 
ber of  companies*  in  the  regiment,  which  balloting  shall  be  made  sepe- 

rately  and  severally  in  the  four  several  lines  of  office,  and  be  entered 
by  the  commanding  officer  in  his  said  book;  as  also  the  quota  of  each 
detatchment,  both  as  to  officers  and  privates,  in  order  thereby,  from  time 
to  time  to  ascertain  the  rotation  of  the  service  of  both,  which  shall  ever 
be  determined  by  such  quotas  respectively. 

XXVI.  That  if  there  be  two  majors  belonging  to  a  regiment,  they  Majors  to 
shall  decide  by  lot,  which  of  them  shall  take  the  first  tour  of  duty,  and  »aroe  by 
the  order  or  tour  of  duty  thereby  established  shall  ever  after  govern.       lot.         , 
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XXVII.  That  to  establish  the  rotation  of  duty  on  detachments  among 
the  several  field  officers  in  the  regiments  composing  a  brigade,  the  colo- 
nels, lieutenant  colonels  and  majoi^,  shall  without  delay  meet  to- 
gether and  decide  the  same  by  several  and  seperate  lots  in  numerical 
order  as  aforesaid,  in  the  several  lines  of  office,  which  being  done,  a  roll 
thereof  shall  be  made  and  subscribed  by  them  all,  and  returned  to  the 
brigadier  general  of  the  brigade  —  The  colonels,  lieutenant  colonels  and 
majors  of  the  regiments  not  brigaded  shall  meet  and  decide  the  rotation 
of  duty  on  detachments,  the  same  as  the  colonels,  lieutenant  colonels 
and  majors  of  the  brigades  are  by  this  act  directed. 

XXVIII.  That  to  a  brigadier  generals  command  of  detachments,  the 
commander  in  chief  shall  appoint  such  brigadier  general  as  shall  in  his 
judgment  appear  most  proper  for  the  advancement  of  the  service. 

XXIX.  That  every  private  shall  be  allowed  to  substitute  on  detach- 
ments an  able  bodied  private  in  his  stead  who  shall  nevertheless  take 
his  own  tour  of  duty  in  the  order  wherein  it  shall  have  been  fixed  as 
aforesaid — That  in  case  of  sickness  or  by  unavoidable  accident  any  offi- 
cer or  private  shall  be  prevented  from  taking  his  tour  of  duty  on  any 
detachment,  the  next  to  him  on  the  respective  rolls  of  detachments 
without  regard  to  classes  with  respect  to  privates,  shall  fill  his  place, 
and  the  person  so  prevented  shall  in  return  take  the  proper  next  tour  of 
duty  on  detachment  of  him  so  filling  his  place  ;  and  all  classing  as  afore- 
said shall  go  on  in  rotation,  in  the  several  numerical  orders  above  men- 
tioned, as  long  and  as  often  as  the  public  service  shall  require  the  same. 

Provided  always,  that  the  commander  in  chief  shall  and  may  from 
time  to  time  in  his  discretion  order  out  on  detachment  as  great  a  part 
or  the  whole  of  any  brigade,  regiment,  troop  of  horse  or  associated  ex- 
empts as  he  may  think  proper  or  the  whole  militia  into  actual  service: 
And  also  that  the  like  discretionary  power  may  on  sudden  emergencies 
and  without  waiting  the  order  of  his  superior  officer  be  exercised  by 
the  commanding  officer  of  any  brigade,  regiment,  troop  of  horse  or  com- 
pany respectively,  over  each  brigade,  regiment,  troop  of  horse,  or  com- 
pany, giving  notice  thereof  in  writing  without  delay,  together  with  all 
things  relating  thereto,  as  well  to  his  commanding  officer  as  to  the 
commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being. — 

XXX.  That  if  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States  should  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  be  under  the  necessity  of 
calling  on  this  State  for  an  aid  of  militia  for  offensive  operations  within 
this  State,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  his  excellency  the  governor  or 
the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  be- 
ing on  every  such  requisition  to  detach  from  the  regiments  of  mili- 
tia of  this  State  or  from  such  of  them  as  he  shall  judge  proper  such 
and  so  many  officers  noncommissioned  officers  and  privates  as  he  shall 
from  time  to  time  deem  consistent  with  the  interest  and  safety  of  the 
State,  to  continue  in  service  for  such  time  as  he  shall  judge  proper  not 
exceeding  the  term  of  three  months  from  the  time  they  shall  arrive  at 
the  place  of  actual  service  and  the  same  to  relieve  as  occasion  may  re- 
quire. 

XXXI.  That  all  persons  under  the  age  of  sixty  who  have  held  civil 
or  military  commissions,  and  are  not  or  shall  not  be  re-appointed  to 
their  respective  proper  ranks  of  office,  and  all  other  persons  between 
the  age  of  fifty  and  sixty  years  who  have  associated  and  elected  their 
officers,  or  shall  hereafter  associate  themselves,  shall  be  exempted  from 
serving  as  part  of  the  enrolled  militia  —  That  all  persons  who  have  not 
yet  associated,  shall  form  themselves  into  voluntary  associated  regiments 
or  companies  according  to  their  number  in  each  respective  county  and 
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recommend  their  own  officers,  and  that  all  such  associated  regiments  or 
companies  shall  make  returns  thereof  respectively  to  the  commander 
in  chief  for  the  time  being  without  delay,  who  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  council  of  appointment  shall  issue  commissions  to  them  ac- 
cordingly, in  default  of  which  returns  they  shall  respectively  do  duty  in 
the  ranks  with  the  militia  of  the  beat  within  which  they  shall  respec- 
tively reside,  until  they  shall  respectively  associate  as  aforesaid  —  That  Assooia- 
the  substance  of  such  associations  shall  be,  that  the  associators  will  sev-  obejror- 
erally  on  all  occasions  obey  the  orders  of  their  respective  commanding  d®«.  ©tc- 
officers,  and  all  others  authorized  to  give  them  orders  by  this  act,  and 
will  in  cases  of  such  invasion  or  incursions  of  the  enemy  or  insurrec- 
tions march  to  repel  the  enemy  or  suppress  Such  insurrections  in  like 
manner  as  the  enrolled  militia  are  compelled  to  do;  so  that  they  shall 
not  when  called  out  in  detachments  be  annexed  to  any  other  regiment 
or  company,  or  be  under  the  immediate  command  of  any  other  than 
their  own  officers,  except  as  herein  after  excepted,  but  be  deemed  and 
considered  as  a  seperate  and  distinct  corps ;  and  that  when  such  asso- 
ciated exempts  shall  be  called  into  actual  service,  they  shall  be  subject 
to  the  orders  and  command  of  any  and  every  officer  of  superior  rank  to 
such  officer  of  associated  exempts. — 

XXXII.  That  every  person  an  inhabitant  of  this  State  subject  by  this  Persons 
act  tomilitary  duty  in  the  militia  who  shall  remove  out  of  the  limits  of  ^^^  ^ 
the  regiment  or  corps  in  which  he  shall  be  commissioned,  associated 

or  enrolled,  or  sojourn  or  be  within  the  limits  of  any  other  regiment  or 
corps,  shall  be  subject  to  .drafts,  and  be  obliged  to  do  duty  in  the  regi- 
ment or  corps  within  the  limits  of  which  he  shall  so  happen  to  be. 

XXXIII.  That  the  lieutenant  governor,  members  of  the  senate  and  Persons 
assembly,  the  clerks  of  the  senate  and  assembly,  all  judicial  officers,  the  S?mS»in- 
secretary  of  this  State,  and  one  of  his  deputies,  the  attorney  general  of  ing,  etc. 
this  State,  the  treasurer  of  this  State,  the  auditor  of  this  State,  the  clerks 

of  courts  of  law,  the  county  clerks  the  clerk  of  the  court  ol  probates 
all  ministers  of  the  gospel,  all  post  masters  and  post  riders,  all  sherif  s,  and 
one  gaoler  to  every  gaol,  notwithstanding  their  being  respectively  able 
bodied  above  sixteen  and  under  sixty  years,  and  all  such  persons  who  shall 
procure  special  exemptions  from  the  commander  in  chief  of  this  State 
for  the  time  being,  shall  respectively  be  exempted  from  training  and  do- 
ing duty  in  the  militia,  but  shall  nevertheless  be  armed  accoutred  and 
provided  as  by  this  act  is  directed — That  it  shall  arid  may  be  lawfull  to 
and  for  the  commanding  officer  of  every  regiment  to  grant  exemptions 
in  writing  to  such  physicians,  surgeons,  school  masters,  millers  and 
ferrymen,  as  he  shall  in  his  judgment  deem  it  would  be  more  prejudicial 
to  the  common  weal  to  take  out  with  the  militia,  than  to  permit  them  to 
remain  at  home;  provided  no  such  exemption  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
given  for  a  longer  term  than  thirty  days  from  the  date  of  the  permit. — 

XXXIV.  That  each  male  person  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  Quakers 
sixty  years  who  is  or  shall  be  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  upon  pro-  ®*®™p*- 
ducing  a  certificate  from  one  of  their  quarterly  meetings  that  he  is  of 

the  society  called  Quakers,  shall  be  exempted  from  all  personal  military 
service  whatsoever  to  which  he  would  be  subject  by  this  act  was  he  not 
of  the  people  called  Quakers;  and  for  such  exemption  shall  yearly  and  Yearly  tar. 
every  year  pay  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  in  lieu  of  all  military  service  what- 
soever required  by  this  act  —  And  for  the  purpose  of  levying  the  said  Howlevied 
annual  sum,  the  commanding  officer  of  every  beat  shall  annually  in  the  J^/^^^^®^ 
month  of  May  return  to  the  respective  supervisors  of  the  ward,  town, 
manor,  precinct  or  district,  wherein  he  shall  reside  a  list  of  such  Quakers 
as  aforesaid,  residing  within  his  beat;  and  the  respective  supervisors  of 
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the  county  at  either  of  their  meetings  shall  make  out  a  seperate  tax  list 
thereon  (a  copy  whereof  they  shall  cause  to  be  delivered  to  the  treas- 
urer of  the  county)  with  a  warrant  to  be  issued  by  them  to  the  collec- 
tors respectively,  for  levying  the  same,  of  the  form  as  near  as  may  be, 
agreeable  to  the  form  of  the  warrants  to  collect  the  taxes  for  defraying 
the  contingent  expences  of  the  county;  and  in  default  of  goods  and  chat- 
ties of  any  Quaker,  whereon  to  levy  the  said  sum,  the  warrant  for  levy- 
ing the  same  shall  authorize  the  collector  to  commit  him  to  the  gaol  of 
the  county,  and  if  there  shall  not  be  a  gaol  in  the  county  then  to  the 
gaol  in  an  adjoining  county — and  the  keeper  of  such  gaol  is  hereby  re- 
quired to  receive  and  detam  him  in  safe  custody  until  the  said  sum  shall 
be  paid  to  the  said  collector;  and  the  said  collectors  shall  respectively 
pay  the  monies  they  shall  so  from  time  to  time  collect  into  the  county 
treasury,  from  whence  they  shall  be  paid  by  the  several  county  treasu- 
rers into  the  treasury  of  this  State,  for  which  collection  the  collector 
shall  be  allowed  the  like  poundage  as  for  collecting  the  contingent 
charges  of  the  county. 
Act  not  to  XXXV.  That  this  act  or  any  thing  in  the  same  contained  shall  not 
boSb^o'  i^  cases  of  drafts  or  detachments  of  the  militia  affect  any  person  who 
hav^fur-  has  furnished  heretofore,  a  sufficient  able  bodied  man  for  service  in  one 
sututea!'    of  the  regiments  raised  under  the  direction  of  this  State,  unless  the  time 

of  such  service  shall  have  expired. — 
Verbal  XXXVI.  That  in  all  cases  where  notice  is  required  by  this  act,  ver- 

suffloient.   bal  notice  to  the  party  himself  or  left  at  his  usual  place  of  abode  with  a 
person  of  the  years  of  discretion  by  any  commissioned  officer  or  non- 
commissioned officer  of  the  company,  shall  be  deemed  a  legal  and  suffi- 
cient notice. — 
Oompeusa-      XXXVII.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  offi- 
JJjJJ  2^®*'  cers  attending  general  or  regimental  courts  martial  by  virtue  of  this  act 
tending      shall  for  every  day  they  shall  respectively  serve  on  the  said  courts  be 
mvuL.      P^d  the  sum  of  six  shillings,  (which  said  sum  of  six  shillings  per  day, 
shall  be  in  full  of  all  pay  and  subsistence  for  such  service,)  out  of  the 
fines  to  be  imposed  by  the  said  courts,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  respec- 
Fines,  how  tive  presidents  of  the  said  courts  —  That  the  fines  imposed  by  the  said 
recovered,  courts  shall  be  recovered  by  warrant,  under  the  hand  of  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  regiment,  directed  to  any  Serjeant  or  Serjeants  of  the 
regiment  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chatties  of  the  offender, 
and  for  want  thereof  the  offender  shall  be  committed  to  the  gaol  of  the 
county,  and  if  there  shall  not  be  a  common  gaol  in  the  county  then  to 
the  gaol  in  an  adjoining  county;  and  the  keeper  of  such  gaol  is  hereby 
required  to  receive  and  detain  him  in  safe  and  close  custody  until  the 
said  fine  shall  be  paid,  or  until  the  time  of  his  confinement  expires 
Offloers  to  agreeable  to  the  said  warrant  —  That  out  of  the  said  fines  when  recov- 
ftron?*^       ered  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  shall  pay  the  said  officers 
™?"^  ^®"  of  his  said  regiment  attending  on  the.said  courts,  and  the  overplus  money 
from  iinet.  of  the  said  fines  shall  by  the  said  commanding  officer  be  paid  into  the 

treasury  of  this  State. — 

Reimburse-      XXXVIII.  And  wheros  the  commanding  officers  of  brigades  and 

inonew      regiments  are  frequently  on  extraordinary  emergencies  obliged  to  disburse 

paid  out     of  their  own  monies  for  paying  expresses;  for  reimbursement  whereof, 

by  offloers.  ^y^^  treasurer  of  this  State,  shall  and  is  hereby  required  from  time  to 

time  to  repay  the  same  out  of  any  monies  in  the  treasury  not  by  law 

otherwise  particularly  appropriated  provided  that  the  accounts  thereof 

respectively  shall  be  first  sworn  to  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  any 

county  within  this  State. — 
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XXXIX.  Andbeit  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  Ammuni- 
commissioner  of  military  stores  of  this  State,  shall  on  application  of  any  fi^£bed 
commanding  officer  of  a  regiment  of  the  militia  of  this  State,  by  draft  in  JioJ®^"***' 
writing  on  the  said  commissioner,  in  favor  of  the  quarter  master  of  the 
regiment  with  a  warrant  endorsed  by  the  person  admin  istring  the  gov- 
ernment of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  furnish  him  with  such  quan- 
tities, either  of  loose  ammunition  or  made  up  in  cartridges  as  shall  be 
directed  by  such  warrant;  the  said  quarter  master  paying  for  the  same 
the  first  cost  thereof  and  the  expenee  of  making  up  the  same ;  which 
monies  the  said  commissioner  shall  from  time  to  time  lay  out  in  the 
purchase  of  ammunition.— 

XL.  And  be  it  further  enactea  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  wounded 
person  be  wounded  or  disabled,  upon  assisting  in  repelling  any  invasion  52  wS55^ 
or  incursion  of  the  enemy,  or  suppressing  an  insurrection,  or  in  any  ed,  etc. 
other  legal  military  service,  he  shadl  be  subsisted  and  provided  for  at 
the  expenee  of  the  State,  during  such  disability,  except  such  persons 
whose  cases  are  already  provided  for  by  the  several  acts  of  Congress  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  making  provision  for  persons  that  may 
become  disabled  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  That  each 
person  who  hath  been  or  shall  hereafter  be  so  wounded  or  disabled,  and 
whose  cases  shall  not .  be  provided  for  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to 
such  partial  or  permanent  allowance,  as  shall  be  adjudged  by  the  field 
officers  of  the  regiment  (not  exceeding  the  allowances  granted  by  the  acts 
of  congress  aforesaid)  and  which  adjudication,  being  confirmed  by  the 
commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being,  he  shall  thereupon  issue  dupli- 
cate warrants  under  the  privy  seal  of  this  State,  upon  the  treasury,  for  the 
payment  of  the  sum  or  sums  so  to  be  adjudged  to  the  person  so  wounded 
or  disabled,  and  the  treasurer  upon  being  served  with  one  of  the  said 
duplicates;  shall  out  ol  any  monies  which  may  then  be  in  the  treasury, 
pay  to  the  several  persons  in  whose  favor  such  warrants  shall  be  issued 
the  sum  or  sums  therein  respectively  specified,  and  in  such  manner  as 
shall  be  directed  by  the  said  warrants  respectively. 

XLI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  pro-  Proceed- 
ceedings  or  trials  at  courts  martial  directed  by  this  law,  may  be  carried  ioSt ' 
on  at  any  time  or  times,  the  seventh  article  of  the  fourteenth  section  martiais. 
of  the  said  articles  of  war,  whereby  such  proceedings  or  trials  are  pro-  ^i%^' 
hibited  from  being  carried  on,  except  between  the  hours  of  eight  in  the 
morning  and  three  in  the  afternoon,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. — 

XLII.  That  the  commanding  officers  of  the  several  companies,  shall  Articles  of 
cause  the  said  articles  of  war  to  be  read  and  published  at  least  twice  m  ^^^^    ^ 
every  year,  at  the  head  of  their  respective  companies. — 

And  whereas  in  many  instances  the  militia  of  this  State  have  been 
necessitated  for  the  want  of  provisions  in  the  public  stores  to  subsist 
themselves  at  their  own  expense  when  ordered  out  to  repel  the  enemy. 

And  whereas  it  may  become  necessary  for  the  militia  in  future  to 
furnish  themselves  with  provisions  on  similar  occasions. — 

XLII  I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  officers 
commanding- officers- of  companies  which  shall  so  have  furnished  them-  JheSoMivM 
selves  and  their  companies,  or  shall  hereafter  furnish  themselves  and  their  or  their 
companies  with  provisions  at  their  own  expenee,  shall  from  time  to  time  wiSufub^* 
return  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  or  corps,  duplicate  ^"Jjj^^d^ 
subsistence  rolls  containing  the  names  ot  the  several  persons  of  their  return 
respective  companies  who  have,  or  hereafter  shall  furnish  themselves  roSSI^eS.^ 
with  provisions  at  their  own  expenee  and  the  number  of  days  for  which 
each  person  shall  have  so  furnished  himself,  and  which  duplicate  sub- 
sistence rolls,  the  said  commanding  officers  of  companies  shall  respect- 
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ively  subscribe,  and  swear  to  the  same  before  the  said  commanding 
officer,  who  is  hereby  authorized  to  administer  an  oath  for  the  purpose, 
and  such  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  shall  thereupon  make  an 
abstract  of  the  subsistence  rolls  of  the  respective  companies  of  such 
regiment,  and  return  duplicates  of  the  same,  together  with  one  of  such 
subsistence  rolls  to  the  auditor,  who  is  hereby  required  to  audit  such 
abstracts,  and  to  make  a  reasonable  allowance  for  such  provisions  fur- 
nished as  aforesaid,  and  to  return  one  of  the  said  abstracts  audited  as 
aforesaid  to  the  said  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment;  and  to  charge 
the  amount  of  such  abstracts  to  the  account  of  ihe  United  States. — 

Only  one        Provided  always,  that  no  person  shall  be  allowed  more  than  one  ration 
ration  per  ,  1.      7.  •  ^  n 

day  per  day  m  such  subsistence  rolls. 

allowed.         ^^  whereas  the  dispersed  situation  of  the  places  of  residence  of  the 
tonotifyi^  associate  exempts  renders  the  mode  at  present  used  for  notifying  them 
JJJ>o*»^    to  march  in  cases  of  invasions  or  insurrections  extremely  inconvenient, 
*""^       and  in  a  great  measure  defeats  the  objects  for  which  they  were  em- 
bodied. 
NoMoehow      XLIV.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall 
^*'*'        and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  commanding  officers  of  the  regiments 
of  enrolled  militia,  when  and  as  often  as  their  whole  regiments  shall  be 
ordered  out  for  duty,  to  notify  the  senior  officers  of  such  associated 
exempts  residing  within  the  limits  of  their  regiments  respectively,  to 
order  the  commissioned  officers  of  such  exempts  as  may  reside  therein, 
to  appear  at  the  time  and  places  appointed  for  the  rendezvous  of  such 
regiments  respectively,  and  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful,  to  and  for 
any  commissioned  or  non-commissioned  officer  of  such  regiments  or 
company  of  enrolled  militia  as  shall  be  ordered  out  to  oppose  the  enemy 
or  insurgents,  to  notify  and  warn  the  non-comn^issioned   officers  and 
privates  of  such  corps  of  exempts  residing  within  their  respective  limits 
or  beats  to  march  to  such  place,  and  at  such  time  as  the  enrolled  militia 
To  do  duty  of  such  regiment  or  company  are  ordered  to  march  — That  until  such 
be  sub-       time  as  such  associated  exempts  shall  be  joined  by  an  officer  of  the 
oidera  of    ^^H^^  ^^   which  they  are  associated,  they  shall  march  do  duty  with,  be 
command-  annexed  to,  and  be  subject  to  the  immediate  command  of  the  officer, 
inff^ojftoera  commanding  such  regiment  or  company  of  enrolled  militia  within  the 
raenta until  limits  or  beat  of  which  they  respectively  reside,  and  that  the  said  officers, 
an  office?    non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  such  associated  exempts  shall 
^m         ^^  subject  to  the  same  pains  and  penalties  for  neglecting  or  refusing  to 
march  after  being  notified  as  aforesaid,  as  the  enrolled  militia  are  subject 
to  by  this  act,  for  neglecting  or  refusing  to  march. — 
Proviso  as       And  whereas  the  conviction  of  delinquents  for  refusing  to  rendezvous 
of  Snv?e?  and  march  when  duly  notified  and  ordered,  hath  heretofore  been  attended 
linquwits!  ^^^^  much  expence  and  delay;  and  proper  encouragement  hath  not  been 
given  to  such  as  have  evinced  their  zeal  and  alacrity  to  rendezvous  and 
march  to  repel  an  enemy,  or  subdue  insurgents; 
Proceed-         XLV.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  every 
oase'per-    person  enrolled  in  the  militia  of  this  State,  who  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
80{J9  en-     to  rendezvous  and  march  with   the   regiment  or .  detachment  thereof 
themiiiUa  when  duly  notified  so  to  do;  and  every  person  belonging  to  the  associ- 
rendez^us  ^^^^  exempts  who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  rendezvous  and  march 
and  march  when  duly  notified  so  to  do,  when  the  whole  regiment  in  the  limits 
notifled"to  whereof  he  resides  is  ordered  to  march,  such  delinquent  shall  be  dealt 
do  so.         with  in  the  manner  following  viz*.     The  commanding  officer  of  every 
company  in  the  enrolled  militia  shall  and  is  he  hereby  strictly  enjoined 
and  required,  within  six  days  next  after  the  return  of  the  regiment   01 
any  detachment  thereof  from  a  tour  of  duty,  to  make  and  transmit  to 
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the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  a  return,  containing  the  names 
of  every  person  who  had  rendezvoused  and  marched  out  at  the  time 
and  place  directed  by  the  order,  and  also  of  all  such  persons,  if  any,  who 
did  not  rendezvous  at  the  said  time  and  place,  including  the  names  of 
the  associate  exempts  residing  within  the  limits  or  beat  of  the  com- 
pany, if  the  order  was  for  the  whole  regiment  and  associate  exempts  to 
march;  and  shall  also  therewith  transmit  the  names  of  the  officers  and 
non-commissioned  officers  by  whom  each  delinquent  was  notified  to 
march,  if  such  notice  was  given,  the  day  on  which  they  were  ordered  to 
rendezvous,  and  the  day  when  discharged  from  the  service  for  which 
the  regiment,  company  or  detachment  was  ordered  (jut,  and  shall  certify 
such  return  to  be  true  and  impartial  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowl- 
edge and  belief — That  the  commanding  officer  of  every  shall  and  he  is 
hereby  required  and  strictly  enjoined,  within  twenty  days  next  after  the 
return  of  the  regiment  or  detachment  from  every  such  duty  in  the  field,  by 
regimental  orders  to  appoint  a  day  not  less  than  five  nor  more  then  ten 
from  the  date  of  the  order,  for  as  many  times  three  officers  to  convene 
(at  a  place  within  the  limits  of  the  regiment,  to  be  specified  in  such 
order)  as  there  are  tens  in  the  number  of  delinquents  returned  to  him; 
which  officers  shall  be  named  by  the  said  commanding  officer  of  the 
regiment,  and  be  composed  of  officers  from  the  enrolled  militia  and  from 
the  associate  exempts,  if  there  are  such  officers  of  associate  exempts 
within  the  limits  of  the  regiment;  and  in  case  there  are  not  more  than  nine 
delinquents,  then  the  commanding  officer  shall  appoint  one  court  martial 
to  consist  of  not  more  than  five  commissioned  officers  nor  less  than  three; 
and  being  more  than  nine  and  less  than  twenty,  he  shall  then  appoint  two 
such  courts  martial,  at  which  time  and  place  the  adjutant  of  the  regiment 
shall  attend,  and  the  name  of  each  officer  convened  being  written  on  a 
piece  of  paper,  the  whole  shall  be  put  into  a  hatt,  and  the  adjutant  shall 
in  the  presence  of  the  officers  draw  them  out,  and  enter  them  on  a  sheet 
of  paper  in  the  order  in  which  they  shall  be  drawn  — That  the  three  first 
drawn  shall  compose  one  court  martial,  three  next  shall  compose  another 
court  martial,  and  so  on  by  threes  to  the  number  convened. 

Provided  always  if  there  shall   be  more  than  seventy  delinquents  Proyiso  as 
returned,  there  shall  be  as  many  officers  ordered  to  convene  as  will  con-  JjJ  SJn!,^' 
stitute  seven  such  courts  martial,  and  the  limits  of  the  regiment  shall  be  quentaand 
divided  in  manner  aforesaid  into  as  many  parts  as  there  shall  be  courts  mwtiffi* 
formed  out  of  the  officers  which  shall  actually  convene.     That  where 
within  the  limits  of  any  regiment  there  are  not  a  sufficient  number  of 
officers  to  constitute  so  many  courts  as  by  this  proviso  are  required,  as 
many  officers  shall  be  ordered  to  convene  as  will  constitute  the  greatest 
number  of  such  courts  the  regiment  is  capable  of,  and  the  limits  of  the 
regiment  shall  accordingly  be  divided  into  parts  equal  to  the  number  of 
such  courts  — That  the  senior  officer  of  each  three  shall  be  president  of 
the  court,  that  the  presidents  shall  then  divide  the  limits  of  the  regi- 
ment into  districts  by  limits  or  beats  of  companies,  in  each  of  which  a 
<:ourt  martial  shall  convene  for  the  trial  of  all  the  delinquents  therein, 
and  shall  determine  by  ballot  in  what  district  each  court  martial  shall 
sit  — That  the  president  of  each  court  shall  then  immediately  in  writing  pwgident 
signify  to  the  adjutant  of  the  regiment  in  what  district  the  court  of  gj  ^lyL 
which  he  is  president  is  to  convene,  and  on  what  day,  provided  such  day  adjutant, 
shall  not  be  less  than  five  days  after,  and  exclusive  of  the  day  on  which  ®^- 
such  notice  is  given — That  the  adjutant  shall  thereupon  transmit  such 
notice  to  the  commanding  officer  of  each  company  in  such  district,  who 
is  hereby  required,  to  order  notice  to  be  given  to  every  delinquent  by 
liim  returned,  and  to  every  officer  and  non-commissioned  officer  by  whom 
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any  delinquent  was  notified  to  rendezvous  and  march  as  aforesaid,  to 
attend  the  court  martial  in  the  district  to  which  it  belongs,  to  take  trial 
or  give  evidence — And  all  persons  returned  as  delinquents,  who  may  by 
sickness  or  necessary  absence  out  of  the  district  be  prevented  from 
attending,  may  send  a  person  to  state  his  case  to  the  court  martial,  which 
court  shall  try  every  person  returned  as  delinquent,  whether  such  person 
Officers  of  attends  or  not  — That  when  the  officers  are  so  convened  as  aforesaid, 
takrimth.  and  before  they  seperate,  the  adjutant,  shall  and  he  is  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered  to  administer  the  following  oath,  to  each  of  the  officers 
composing  a  court  martial. 
Form  oi        You  do  splemnly  and  sincerely  swear,  that  you  will  well  and 

truly  try  and  true  presentment  make  according  to  evidence  whether  any 
of  the  persons  triable  by  the  court  of  which  you  are  (president  or  mem> 
ber)  are  delinquent  or  not.  If  you  find  any  not  delinquent  because  not 
duly  notified,  you  shall  so  say:  If  you  find  any  not  delinquent  by  reason 
of  sickness,  or  such  other  reasonable  cause  or  impediment  as  you  shall 
deem  good  and  sufficient,  you  shall  so  say.  If  you  find  any  not  delin- 
quent because  the  person  or  persons  charged  with  delinquency  did 
actually  rendezvous  and  march  and  did  not  desert,  you  shall  so  say:  If 
you  find  that  any  person  or  persons  being  duly  notified  did  not  rendez- 
vous or  rendezvousing  did  refuse  or  neglect  to  march,  you  shall  so  say: 
If  you  find  that  any  person  did  not  rendezvous  and  march  at  the  time 
and  place  appointed,  and  was  sick,  or  had  other  reasonable  cause  or 
impediment  as  aforesaid  for  not  rendezvousing  and  marching,  being 
duly  notified,  you  shall  enquire  how  long  such  sickness,  reasonable 
cause  or  impediment  existed,  and  whether  such  person  did  afterwards 
march,  and  when,  and  whether  he  deserted  or  not,  and  shall  so  say. — 
So  help  you  God. 
Power  to  That  every  such  court  may  send  for  such  witnesses  as  they  may  deem 
witneMes ;  necessary  on  any  trial — That  the  president  of  each  court  shall  subscribe 
seDteDoes,  the  sentence  or  sentences  given  by  such  court — That  the  president  shall 
transmit  a  duplicate  of  the  sentence  or  sentences  so  subscribed  as  afore- 
said, to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  within  five  days  next 
after  all  the  delinquents  shall  be  tried,  and  the  sentences  given — That 
every  person  convicted  by  the  said  courts  martial  or  any  of  them,  of  not 
rendezvousing  being  duly  notified,  or  if  rendezvousing,  of  neglecting,  or 
refusing  to  march,  or  of  not  marching  after  any  sickness,  reasonable  cause 
or  other  impediment  (which  might  have  prevented  his  rendezvousing  and 
marching  as  by  the  order  he  was  to  have  done)  had  subsided,  or  of  hav- 
ing deserted  after  having  marched,  not  having  before  been  punished  for 
Fine-  the  same  desertion ;  each  and  every  such  person  (not  a  deserter)  shall 
be  fined  in  the  sum  of  forty  shillings  for  every  day  of  the  first  three 
days,  and  the  sum  of  eight  shillings  for  every  day  after,  and  which  shall 
have  intervened  from  the  third  day  after  the  day  on  which  the  regiment 
or  detachment  was  ordered  to  rendezvous,  to  the  day  on  which  the  same 
was  discharged,  and  for  so  many  days  more  as  would  have  intervened 
between  the  day  of  discharge  and  return  to  their  respective  limits  or 
beats,  computing  at  the  rate  of  twenty  miles  for  every  day,  from  the  place 
where  discharged  to  the  residence  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
regiment;  or  if  the  offender  shall  have  deserted,  the  like  fines  to  be  im- 
How levied  posed  from  the  time  of  such  desertion;  all  which  fines  shall  be  levied  by 
M^  ooiieo-  distress  and  sale  of  the  offenders  goods  and  chatties  by  warrants  under 
the  hand  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  directed  to  one  of 
the  Serjeants  of  the  company  or  beat  to  which  such  offender  does  belongs 
or  in  which  such  offender  resides,  together  with  the  costs  and  charges 
of  such  distress  as  is  usual  in  civil  actions  on  warrants  by  a  justice  ot 
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the  peace,  and  for  want  of  such  goods  and  chatties  the  offender  and 
offenders  shall  be  committed  to  the  common  gaol  of  the  county;  and  if 
there  shall  not  be  a  common  gaol  in  the  county,  then  to  the  gaol  in  an 
adjoining  county,  and  the  keeper  of  such  gaol  is  hereby  required  to  re- 
ceive such  offender  or  offenders,  and  him  or  them  to  keep  in  close  gaol 
agreable  to  such  warrant,  there  to  remain  as  many  days  as  there  are 
shillings  in  the  fine  imposed  on  him,  unless  he  shall  sooner  discharge 
said  fine. — That  every  officer  and  non-commissioned  officer  who  shall  ^*^ 
neglect  or  refuse  the  duties  enjoined  him  by  this  clause,  shall  be  tried  by  oaSKierad. 
a  brigade  court  martial,  and  being  convicted  shall  and  may  be  cashiered 
and  fined,  or  cashiered  only,  or  fined  only  in  the  discretion  of  the  court- 
martial. 

XLVI.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawfull  to  and  for  the  commanding  Offlo«n 
officer  of  the  regiment  to  pay  out  of  any  monies  arising  by  the  fines  to  SSurta'to  ** 
be  inflicted  by  virtue  of  this  clause,  to  each  of  the  officers  serving  on  be  Mid  out 
the  courts  martial  and  to  the  adjutant  at  the  rate  of  six  shillings  per 
day,  for  every  day  such  officers  and  adjutant  have  been  bona  fide  em- 
ployed in  discharge  of  the  duty  required  of  them  by  this  clause. —  That  Witneaie** 
every  witness  attending  any  court  martial  to  be  instituted  by  virtue  of  '*** 
this  act,  or  who  shall  be  sent  for  by  such  court  as  necessary  to  convict 
an  offender,  shall  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  three  shillings  per  day  if 
such  witness  should  reside  more  than  one  mile  from  the  place  where 
such  court  shall  be  convened  for  every  day's  attendance,  untill  dismissed 
by  the  court,  and  the  certicates  of  the  presidents  of  any  such  court^s 
martial,  shall  be  sufficient  vouchers  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
regiment  to  pay  the  witnesses,  which  he  is  hereby  required  to  do  out  of 
the  fines  arising  by  virtue  of  this  act. —  That  the  residue  of  such  fines  Bestdue  of 
arising  from  delinquency  for  not  rendezvousing  and  marching  when  Jf^^*^ 
ordered  by  detachment,  shall  by  the  commanding  officers  of  regiments,  among 
and  the  commanding  officers  of  companies  be  divided  amongst  the  en-  ^SaSy^ 
rolled  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  such  detachment  who  did  ™*rch. 
actually  march,  and  according  to  the  time  they  respectively  served  on 
such  detachment,  and  be  paid  by  the  said  commanding  officer  of  the 
regiment  to  the  commanding  of  officer  of  the  company  who  shall  pay 
the  same  to  the  persons  entitled  thereto;  and  that  the  residue  of  such 
fines  arising  from  delinquencies  for  not  rendezvousing  and  marching 
when  the  whole  regiment  and  the  associate  exempts  are  called  out,  shall 
be  divided  and  paid  in  like  manner  amongst  the  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  of  the  regiment  and  of  the  associate  exempts  within 
the  limits  thereof,  who  did  actually  march,  and  in  proportion  to  the 
times  they  respectively  served  on  such  duty  —  That  in  case  of  the  death.  Duties  of 
sickness  or  absence  of  the  adjutant  the  duty  enjoined  him  by  this  clause  jj  whom* 
shall  and  may  be  executed  by  any  person  thereunto  appointed  in  writ-  executed 
ing,  signed  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment;  and  in  case  of  uii^)^ 
the  death,  sickness  or  other  inability  of  the  president  or  members  of  any  ®^« 
of  the  said  courts,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  shall  appoint 
a  substitute  out  of  the  other  commissioned  officers  of  the  regiment. — 

And  whereas  many  persons  in  the  enrolled  militia  of  this  State  have 
heretofore  neglected  or  refused  to  march  when  called  out  on  detach- 
ment, or  with  the  regiments  to  which  they  respectively  belong  and  have 
not  been  tried  for  the  same,  on  account  whereof  great  uneasiness  pre- 
vails 

XLVII.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  per-  Penons 
sons  who  have  since  the  eleventh  day  of  March  one  thousand  seven  ^^|2^ 
hundred  and  eighty,  neglected  or  refused  to  march  having  been  duly  to  be  tried, 
notified,  and  who  have  not  been  tried  for  such  offence,  shall  and  may  be  *^* 
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reported  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  regiments  respective 
within  this  State,  and  be  tried  by  a  court,  or  courts  martial,  to  be  ins 
tuted  agreeable  to  the  manner  directed  in  the  next  preceeding  clause 
this  act,  and  shall  be  punished  or  fined,  and  the  fines  recovered  in  lil. 
manner  as  they  were  punishable  and  finable,  and  the  fines  recoverable 
by  "  An  act  for  regulating  the  militia  of  this  State  of  New- York,"  passed 
March  eleventh  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  as  if  the  same 
was  now  in  full  force;  and  the  commanding  officer  of  every  regiment, 
and  the  commanding  officer  of  every  company  and  corps  of  associate 
exempts  are  hereby  strictly  enjoined  and  required  to  do  what  by  the 
said  clause  they  are  enjoined  to  do  to  bring  such  delinquents  to  trial  and 
punishment  as  though  such  delinquents  had  offended  after  the  passing 
of  this  act.  That  the  residue  of  all  such  fines,  after  the  president  and 
members  of  the  court  martial,  the  adjutant  and  witnesses  shall  have 
been  paid,  as  by  the  next  preceeding  clause  of  this  act  is  directed,  shall 
be  disposed  of  as  in  and  by  the  said  act  passed  the  eleventh  day  of 
March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  is  directed. 

XLVIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all 
and  every  court  martial  within  this  State  instituted  for  the  trial  of 
offenders,  and  which  has  actually  began  to  try  an  offender,  shall  and  may 
complete  such  trial  and  carry  the  same  into  effect  as  far  as  it  is  incum- 
bent on  the  said  court  to  do,  and  the  commander  in  chief  and  the 
brigadiers  general  shall  and  may  proceed  to  carry  into  execution  the 
sentence  of  any  court  martial  if  approved,  in  as  ample  and  full  a  man- 
ner as  if  the  said  act  passed  the  eleventh  day  of  March  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  aed  eighty,  was  in  full  force.  That  in  case  of  distresses 
for  levying  any  fine  imposed  by  this  act,  the  arms  ammunition  and 
accoutrements  of  the  convicted  delinquent  shall  not  be  taken,  any  thing 
in  this  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

XLIX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  this 
act  shall  not  take  effect  until  the  first  day  of  June  next  and  that 
the  said  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  regulating  the  militia  of  the  State  of 
New  York,"  passed  the  eleventh  day  of  March  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  be  and  is  hereby  revived  and  shall  be  in  full  force 
until  the  said  first  day  of  June  next,  and  no  longer. 


CHAP.  28. 


AN  ACT  to  liquidate  the  depreciation  of  the  pay  of  the  officers 
of  the  military  hospital  and  medical  department,  and  of  the 
officers  and  privates  of  the  levies  and  militia  of  this  State  made 
prisoners  by  the  enemy. 

Passed  the  6th  of  April,  1782. 

Preamble.  WHEREAS  congress  did  by  their  act  of  the  thirteenth  day  of  June 
one  thousand  seven  hunderd  and  eighty  one  recommend  to  the  several 
States  in  the  words  following,  to  wit. 

Resolution  Resolved  That  it  be  and  it  i^  hereby  recommended  to  the  several 
States  to  which  the  officers  of  the  hospital  and  medical  department 
now  in  service  respectively  belong  or  of  which  they  were  inhabitants 
to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  said  officers  for  depreciation  on  the  princi- 
ples established  by  a  resolution  of  congress  of  the  tenth  of  April, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  and   to  make  provision  for 
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paying  the  ballances  that  may  be  found  due  in  the  same  manner  with 
the  officers. of  the  line.  That  each  State  which  shall  advance  more 
money  in  making  good  the  depreciation  to  its  respective  citizens  than  its 
proportion  shall  be  allowed  the  same  on  account  of  the  United  States." 

And  by  their  act  of  the  twentieth  day  of  February  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  two  did  recommend  to  the  several  States  in  the 
words  following  that  is  to  say,  • 

Resolved  That  it  be  and  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  legisla-  iwd. 
tures  of  the  several  States  to  settle  and  discharge  on  account  of  the 
United  States,  the  depreciation  of  pay  of  such  officers  in  the  late 
general  hospital  as  are  inhabitants  of,  or  belonging  to  their  several 
States,  who  resigned  their  appointments  after  the  tenth  of  April  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  or  became  supemumary  by  the  new 
arrangement  in  October  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty. 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorky  represented  in  Auditors 
Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  ^ate'and 
That  the  auditors  appointed  to  liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  settle  de- 
troops  of  this  State  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  are  hereby  ofpay'of" 
authorized  and  required  to  liquidate  and  settle  the '  depreciation  of  pay  ^J^JJ 
of  the  officers  of  the  hospital  and  medical  department  now  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  who  at  the  time  they  respectively  entered  into 
the  said  department  were  inhabitants  of  this  State  and  also  of  such 
officers  in  the  late  general  hospital  as  were  inhabitants  of  this  State  at 
the  time  of  their  entering  into  the  service  in  the  said  department  and 
have  resigned  their  said  appointments  after  the  tenth  day  of  April  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  or  became  supernumerary  by  the 
new  arrangement  in  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  —  And  that  iwd.  of 
the  said  auditors  shall  also  settle  the  depreciation  on  the  pay  of  Charles  Jj^*''*" 
McKnight,  Isaac  Ledyard,  William  P.  Smith  and  Samuel  Woodruff,  named, 
now  inhabitants  of  this  State  and  serving  in  the  medical  department  of 
the  United  States  and  grant  to  each  of  them  certificates  as  herein  after 
mentioned. 

Provided  always  that  previous  to  such  settlement  the  said  persons  Provivo  as 
respectively  shall  produce  to  the  said  auditors  a  certificate  purporting  JJluSwfbe 
that  no  compensation  hath  been  made  for  the  depreciation  on  such  pay  produced, 
in  the  State  of  which  they  were  respectively  inhabitants  when  they 
entered  into  the  said  service  and  which  certificate  shall  be  countersigned 
by  the  person  administring  the  government  of  such  State  for  the  time 
being  and  that  the  pay  on  which  the  said  depreciation  is  to  be  computed 
shall  be  agreeable  to  such  establishment  of  pay  and  to  such  officers  of 
the  hospital  or  medical  department  as  the  congress  of  the  United  States 
may  have  heretofore  directed  or  hereafter  shall  direct  for  that  purpose — 
That  the  said  auditors  make  the  allowance  for  the  depreciation  of  pay  Allowance 
on  the  principles  as  allowances  for  depreciation  were  made  to  the  troops  Jj^^  ^^ 
belonging  to  this  State  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  and  shall  principle 
give  certificates  for  such  depreciation  in  like  manner  as  they  have  been  ■^**^* 
given  to  the  said  officers  belonging  to  this  State  in  the  line  of  the  army — 
Provided  that  if  doubts  should  arise  with  the  said  auditors  respecting 
any  such  officer  being  an  inhabitant  of  this  State  at  the  time  of  his 
entering  into  the  said  service  the  auditors  shall  at  the  next  meeting  of 
the  legislature  represent  every  such  case  with  the  circumstances  relating 
thereto. 

And  whereas  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  levies  raised  for  the  Proviso  as 
defence  of  this  State  and  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  militia  of  this  bJ^SJ?* 
State  whose  misfortune  it  hath  been  to  be  made  prisoners  by  the  enemy  oners  of 
when  in  actual  service  have  exclusive  of  the  hardships  by  them  ex-  ^''^' 
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periencedy  sustained  great  losses  in  their  property,  and  have  moreover  been 
put  to  considerable  expenoe  for  their  subsistence  during  their  captivity, 
and  are  therefore  entitled  to  the  attention  of  their  country, 

II.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  auditors  to  settle  and  liquidate  the 
AcoouDts'  ^cco^^ts  of  the  depreciation  on  the  pay  which  would  be  due  to  such 
and  of  _  officers  and  privates  from  the  day  on  which  they  were  respectively  cap- 
tured to  the  day  of  their  return  from  such  captivity  and  to  grant  to 
them  such  certificates  as  aforesaid  and  that  it  shall  also  be  lawful  for 
the  said  auditors  in  like  manner  to  settle  and  liquidate  the  accounts  of 
the  depreciation  on  the  pay  of  such  of  the  said  officers  and  privates 
who  may  have  died  while  in  captivity  and  who  did  not  engage  or  inlist 
in  the  enemy's  service  or  who  may  have  died  since  their  return  from 
such  captivity  and  grant  certificates  as  aforesaid  to  the  legal  represen- 
tatives of  such  officers  and  privates  as  aforesaid  and  that  such  depre- 
ciation shall  be  calculated  on  a  like  pay  and  principles  as  the  said  audi- 
tors have  allowed  to  the  officers  and  privates  in  the  line  of  the  army. 
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AN  ACT  to  rebuild  the  court  house  and  gaol  in  Kingston  in 

Ulster  county. 

Passed  the  6th  of  April,  1783. 

Whereas  the  court  house  and  gaol  in  the  county  of  Ulster  was  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy. 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 
That  the  supervisors  of  the  several  towns  manor  and  precincts  in  the 
said  county  for  the  time  being,  shall  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to 
direct  to  be  raised  and  levied  on  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the 
said  county  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  hundred  pounds  for  rebuilding  the 
court  house  and  gaol,  with  the  additional  sum  of  nine  pence  in  the  pound 
for  collecting  the  same,  which  said  sum  shall  be  raised  levied  and  col- 
lected in  like  manner  as  the  other  contingent  and  necessary  charges  of 
the  county  are  directed  to  be  raised  by  an  act  entitled  An  act  to  en- 
able the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Ulster  to  levy  a  tax  in  grain  or  in 
specie  for  defraying  the  contingent  charges  of  the  county,  passed  the 
twentieth  day  of  November  last. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  super- 
visors together  with  the  justices  of  the  said  county  of  Ulster  shall 
meet  at  the  house  of  Ann  Dobois  in  the  precinct  of  New  Paltz  on  the 
first  Monday  in  May  next,  or  at  such  other  day  as  the  supervisors  at 
their  next  annual  meeting  shall  for  that  purpose  appoint;  and  such 
supervisors  and  justices  or  a  majority  of  them  then  and  there  present, 
are  hereby  im powered  and  required  to  appoint  three  persons  as  trustees 
foi  the  puipose  of  receiving  the  money  or  grain  so  raised,  and  to  super- 
intend the  rebuilding  of  the  said  court  house  and  gaol. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  monies 
or  grain  so  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  paid  or  delivered 
by  the  several  and  respective  collectors  of  the  several  towns  manor  and 
precincts  unto  such  trustees  as  aforesaid;  and  such  trustees  or  any  two 
oi  them  shall  and  may  from  time  to  time  inspect  examine  audit  and 
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pay  the  several  and  respective  accounts  for  labor  done  and  materials 
provided  in  rebuilding  the  said  court  house  and  gaol;  and  that  such 
trustees  shall  from  time  to  time  render  a  just  and  true  account  upon 
oath  unto  the  supervisors  of  the  said  county  when  by  them  thereunto 
required. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  such  trus-  Powers  of 
tees  or  any  two  of  them  shall  and  they  are  hereby  impowered  to  make  use  *"i»<^8- 
of  such  and  so  many  of  the  materials  remaining  of  the  old  gaol,  as  can  be 
applied  to  the  rebuilding  of  the  said  court  house  and  gaol. 

And  whereas  the  inhabitants  of  Kingston  and  its  vicinity  have  pro-  Proviao  as 
cured  a  quantity  of  timber  for  the  purpose  of  rebuilding  the  said  court  ^  t*™*>®>^- 
house  and  gaol. 

V.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  said  To  be  used 
timber  shall  and  may  be  used  by  the  trustees  to  be  appointed  in  pursu-  {Jj^our? 
ance  of  this  act  for  the  rebuilding  of  the  said  court  house  and  gaol  at  \^^  ^*^ 
Kingston,  and  that  the  same  shall  not  be  charged  to  the  county. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy  That  the  clerk  cierkof 
of  the  supervisors  of  the  said  county  shall  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  5?8to^e 
^ve  notice  of  the  said  meeting  of  the  supervisors  and  justices  by  adver-  notice  of 
tising  the  same  in  three  or  more  public  places  in  each  town,  manor  or  ™**^'- 
precinct  in  the  said  county  at  least  ten  days  previous  to  the  said  meeting. 


CHAP.  30. 

AN  ACT  for  erecting  a  bridge  in  the  precinct  of  Haverstraw,  and 
to  ascertain  the  boundary  line  between  Haverstraw  and  Corn- 
wall precincts  in  Orange  county. 

Passed  the  6th  of  April,  1782. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented  in  Oommis- 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  highways 
That  the  commissioners  of  highways  in  the  precinct  of  Haverstraw  for  JJ^J'^^ 
the  time  being,  shall  and  they  are  hereby  directed  and  required  to  make  transmf" 
and  erect  a  good  sufficient  bridge  over  the  Ramapough  river,  where  the  J^nses**' 
highway  or  postroad  crosses  the  said  river,  or  as  near  as  in  the  judg-  to  super- 
ment  of  the  said  commissioners  the  ground  will  admit,  and  near  the  ^^**^'^*  •*^* 
dwelling  house  of  Elizabeth  Shourt;  and  the  said  commissioners  for  the 
time  bemg  are  hereby  directed  to  have  the  accounts  of  the  expences  of 
erecting  and  building  the  said  bridge  transmitted  to  the  supervisor  of 
the  said  precinct;  and  the  said  supervisor  is  hereby  impowered  to  take 
the  monies  arising  from  the  excise  within  the  said  precinct  for  one  year, 
and  to  apply  the  same  towards  discharging  the  expences  of  erecting  and 
building  the  said  bridge,  and  if  the  said  excise  money  shall  not  be  suffi- 
cient to  compleat  said  bridge,  the  said  supervisor  is  hereby  directed  and 
required  to  order  the  levying  collecting  and  paying  the  deficiency  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  other  contingent  expences  of  the  precinct  are  raised 
collected  and  paid. 

And  whereas  it  is  necessary  that  the  boundary  line  between  the  pre-  ^^****.'* 
cincts  of  Haverstraw  and  Cornwall  in  the  county  aforesaid,  should  be  <ury  Una 
ascertained,  before  the  said  bridge  is  erected. 

II.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  division  Uoe. 
line  between  the  precincts  of  Haverstraw  and  Cornwall,  shall  be  line 
beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  Poplopen  Kill,  on  Hudson's  river,  and 
running  from  thence  a  direct  line  to  the  southeaster  most  comer  of 
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Stephen  Slotts  farm  adjoining  the  northeastermost  comer  of  the  farm 
where  Samuel  Sidman  formerly  dwelled,  near  the  Ramapough  river, 
thence  along  the  line  dividing  the  said  farms  as  the  said  line  now  runs 
as  far  as  they  extend,  and  thence  on  the  same  course  to  the  Jersey  line. 


CHAP.  31. 

AN  ACT  to  stay  certain  proceedings  at  law  against  the  late  com- 
missioners of  sequestration  in  Ulster  county. 

Passed  the  8tb  of  April,  1782. 

Preamble.      Whereas  it  appears  to  the  legislature  by  sufficient  evidence,  that 

Benjamin  Smith  of  Newburgh  in  the  county  of  Ulster  was  apprehended 

when  attempting  to  joyn  the  enemy,  and  that  his  effects  were  seized  and 

sold  by  the  late  commissioners  of  sequestration  in  the  said  county,  who 

are  now  threatened  by  the  said  Benjamin  Smith  with  a  suit  for  supposed 

damages  by  him  sustained. 

Suit  not  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 

^osecuted  Senate  and  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 

against       That  it  shall  not  be  lawful!  for  the  said  Benjamin  Smith  or  any  person  in 

sionere.      his  behalf  to  commence  or  prosecute  any  suit  or  action  against  the  said 

late  commissioners  of  the  said  county  or  either  of  them  for  or  on  account 

of  any  seizure  or  sale  by  them  made  of  his  effects  as  aforesaid  any  law 

to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

fzed.'***^"       ^^-  -^^^  ^^  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  sale  of 

'    '  the  personal  estate  of  the  said  Benjamin  Smith  made  as  aforesaid  by 

the  said  commissioners,  is  hereby  declared  to  be  good  and  valid  in  law. 


CHAP.  32. 

AN  ACT  for  naturalizing  Johan  Christian  Fredenrick  and  George 

Klinck. 

Passed  the  9th  of  April,  1782. 

Preamble.      WHEREAS  Johan  Christian  Fredenrick  and  George  Klinck  by  their 

humble  petitions  to  the  legislature,  setting  forth  that  they  are  of  foreign 

birth,  have  prayed  to  become  naturalized  and  subjects  of  this  State. 

Persons  Be  it  therefore  encuted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre- 

naSural-     sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 

*««<i-  the  same  That  the  said  Johan  Christian  Fredenrick  and  George  Klinck 

shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  respectively  naturalized  and  shall  from 

and  immediately  after  their  having  taken  and  subscribed,  in  any  court  of 

record  within  this  State,  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  State,  and  abjured 

and  renounced  all  allegiance  and  subjection  to  all  and  every  foreign 

king  prince  potentate  and  State  in  all  matters  ecclesiastical  as  well  as 

civil,  be  deemed  subjects  of  this  State  to  all  intents  constructions  and 

purposes  whatsoever. 
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CHAP.  33. 

AN  ACT  for  the  indemnification  and  further  direction  of  the 
loan  officers  in  the  several  counties,  within  this  State. 

Passed  the  9th  of  April,  1782. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Loan 
Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  fjJJ^nl- 
That  where  the  loan  officers  in  any  county  have  at  any  time  since  the  fled, 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six,  omitted  to  sell  any 
lands  mortgaged  to  them,  and  which  they  were  by  law  authorized  or  re- 
quired to  sell,  for  non  payment  of  the  monies  due  thereon,  or  have 
omitted  to  receive  any  interest  due  on  such  monies,  such  loan  officers 
are  hereby  indemnified  for  the  omission  of  such  sale  or  sales  or  of  re- 
ceiving such  interest. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted,  That  for  payment  of  any  monies  Money  to 
owing  to  the  respective  loan  officers  they  may  receive  only  Spanish  ^iJJi. 
milled  dollars  at  eight  shillings  each,  and  such  other  species  of  silver 
and  gold  coin  as  are  by  law  made  receivable  in  the  treasury  of  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  Not  to 
loan  officers  shall  not  sell  any  estate  to  them  mortgaged,  which  by  law  ^iS 
they  are  authorized  to  sell  by  reason  of  the  nonpayment  of  the  principal 
or  interest  due  or  to  become  due  thereon  until  the  legislature  shall  make 
further  provision  in  the  premises. 

Provided  always,  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  PtotIso  as 
to  hinder  any  person  who  may  have  taken  monies  on  loan  from  the  said  Jary^pay^ 
loan  officers,  from  voluntarily  paying  in  the  whole  of  the  principal  and  mento. 
interest,  or  any  part  thereof  in  silver  or  gold,  as  aforesaid,  or  the  said 
loan  officers  from  receiving  the  same. 


CHAP.  34. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  An  act  to  accommodate  the 
inhabitants  of  the  frontiers  with  habitations  and  for  other  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned**,  passed  twenty  second  March  seven- 
teen hundred  and  eighty  one. 

Passed  the  loth  of  April,  1782. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in  Persons  to 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same  pointed  to 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  person  administring  the  gov-  pant 
emment  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  to  appoint  one  or  more  person  cut  tim*-  ^ 
or  persons  for  the  purpose  of  granting  li-cences  and  they  are  hereby  •*®''  ®'^* 
authorized  by  writing  under  their  hands  respectively  to  grant  licences,  to 
any  person  or  persons  residing  in  or  near  Fort  Rensselaer  or  any  other 
place  of  defence  in  the  county  of  Tryon,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  and 
removing  any  wood  or  timber,  from  any  lands  lying  contiguous  to  the 
said  fort  or  other  place  of  defence,  which  may  be  necessary  for  fewel 
and  fencing  for  the  use  of  the  families  of  the  said  persons  and  for  erect- 
ing and  repairing  the  said  fort  and  other  places  of  defence: 
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UoeMe        Provided  that  if  any  person  or  persons  in  whose  favor  such  licence 
oommit      shall  be  granted  shall  commit  any  waste  or  destruction  by  cutting  or  re- 
waste.        moving  any  greater  quantity  of  timber  or  wood  than  may  be  necessary 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  they  shall  be  deemed  trespassors  and  as  such 
subject  to  an  action  at  the  suit  of  the  proprietor  of  the  said  lands. 
ProTiao  as       And  whereas  some  of  the  said  persons  who  have  been  driven  from 
tionafor"  their  usual  places  of  abode  by  the  incursions  of  the  enemy  and  who  have 
firewood     ^^^^  aiding  and  assisting  in  maintaining  the  said  fort  and  other  places 
of  defence,  and  in  defending  the  frontiers  of  the  said  county  have  been 
or  are  threatened  to  be  prosecuted  for  cutting  firewood,  for  the  use  of 
their  families,  on  lands  lying  contiguous  to  the  said  fort  or  other  places 
of  defence  by  the  proprietors  of  the  said  lands. 
Saita  die-        II.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  suits 
cwitinued,  already  commenced  by  any  proprietor  of  lands  lying  contiguous  to  the 
said  fort  or  other  places  of  defence  in  the  said  county  against  any  per- 
son or  persons  who  have  been  driven  from  his  her  or  their  usual  place  or 
places  of  abode  as  aforesaid  and  have  resided  or  do  reside  in  or  near  the 
said  fort  or  other  places  of  defence,  for  cutting  or  removing  any  fire- 
wood as  aforesaid,  shall  be  and  hereby  are  discontinued;  and  that  no 
suit  or  action  for  cutting  such  fire  wood  shall  hereafter  be  brought  by  any 
proprietor  of  such  lands  and  the  person  or  persons  so  prosecuted  shall 
and  may  plead  this  act  in  bar  to  such  suit;  and  the  legislature  do  hereby 
declare  that  provision  shall  hereafter  be  made  to  compensate  the  said 
proprietors  for  the  value  of  such  fire  wood. 


CHAP.  35. 

AN  ACT  to  prevent  the  establishment  of  any  bank  within  this 
State,  other  than  the  Bank  of  North  America,  and  for  incor- 
porating the  same  within  this  State. 

Passed  the  nth  of  April,  1783. 

Preamble.       WHEREAS  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled,  did,  on  the  twenty 

sixth  day  of  May  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty  one,  resolve  in  the 

words  following,  vizt: 

Resoiation      "  That  congress  do  approve  of  the  plan  for  establishing  a  national  bank 

Srew  re-     "  in  these  United  States,  submitted  to  their  consideration  by  Mr.  Robert 

cited.         "  Morris,  the  seventeenth  day  of  May  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty  one,  • 

"  and  that  they  will  promote  and  support  the  same  by  such  ways  and 

"  means  from  time  to  time  as  may  appear  necessary  for  the  institution, 

"  and  consistent  with  the  public  good  "  "  That  the  subscribers  to  the  said 

•*  bank,  shall  be  incorporated  agreably  to  the  principles  and  terms  of 

"  the  plan  under  the  name  of  the  president,  directors  and  company  of 

"  the  Bank  of   North  America,  so  soon  as  the  subscription  shall  be 

**  issued,  the  directors  and  president  chosen,  and  application  for  that 

"  purpose  made  to  congress  by  the  president  and  directors  elected." 

"  Resolved  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  States  by  proper 
"  laws  for  that  purpose,  to  provide  that  no  other  bank  or  bankers  shall 
"  be  established  or  permitted  within  the  said  States  respectively  during 
"  the  war.  That  the  notes  hereafter  to  be  issued  by  the  said  bank  pay- 
"  able  on  demand  shall  be  receivable  in  payment  of  all  taxes,  duties  and 
**  debts  due,  or  that  may  become  due  or  payable  to  the  United  States." 
"  Resolved,  that  congress  will  recommend  to  the  several  legislatures  to 
"  pass  laws  making  it  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy  for  any  person  to 
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**  counterfeit  bank  notes,  or  to  pass  such  notes  knowing  them  to  be 
*'  counterfeit ;  also  making  it  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy  for  any 
**  president,  inspector,  director,  oflficer  or  servant  of  the  bank  to  convert 
**  any  of  the  property,  money  or  credit  of  the  said  bank  to  his  own  use, 
"  or  in  any  other  way,  to  be  guilty  of  fraud  or  embezzlement  as  an  officer 
**  or  servant  of  the  bank." 

^^  And  whereas  the  congress  of  the  United  States  did  on  the  thirty  first 
^'  day  of  December  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty  one,  pass  an  ordi- 
"  nance  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  bank  of  North  America,  in 
"  the  words  following  vizt. 

"  Whereas  congress  on  the  twenty  sixth  day  of  May  last  did  from  a  Pwamble. 
'*  conviction  of  the  support  which  the  finances  of  the  United  States 
"  would  receive  from  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank,  approve  a 
"  plan  for  such  an  institution  submitted  to  their  consideration  by  Rob- 
**  ert  Morris  Esquire,  and  now  lodged  among  the  archives  of  congress, 
"  and  did  engage  to  promote  the  same  by  the  most  eiffectual  means. 

^^  And  whereas  the  subscription  thereto  is  now  filled  from  an  expecta- 
"  tion  of  a  charter  of  incorporation  from  congress,  the  directors  and 
"  president  are  chosen,  and  application  hath  been  made  to  congress  by 
"the  said  president  and  directors  for  an  act  of  incorporation  And 
"  whereas  the  exigencies  of  the  United  States  render  it  indispenibly 
"necessary  that  such  an  act  be  immediately  passed." 

"  Be  it  therefore  ordained  and  it  is  hereby  ordained  by  the  United  States  Act  of  con- 
"  in  Congress  assembled,  That  those  who  are  and  those  who  shall  become  SSI.'*^ 
**  subscribers  to  the  said  bank  be  and  forever  after  shall  be  a  corpora- 
"  tion  and  body  politic  to  all  intents  and  purposes  by  the  name  and 
"  stile  of  "  The  president,  directors  and  company  of  the  Bank  of  North 
"America." 

"  And  be  it  further  ordained  That  the  said  corporation  are  hereby  de- 
"  clared  and  made  able  and  capable  in  law  to  have  purchase,  receive, 
"  possess,  enjoy  and  retain  lands,  rents,  tenements  hereditaments,  goods, 
"  chatties  and  effects,  of  what  kind,  nature  or  quality  soever  to  the 
"  amount  of  ten  millions  of  Spanish  silver  milled  dollars,  and  .no  more, 
"  and  also  to  sell  grant,  demise,  alien  or  dispose  of  the  same  lands, 
"rents,  tenements,  hereditaments,  goods,  chatties  and  effects." 

''''And  be  it  further  ordained  That  the  said  corporation.be  and  shall  be 
"  for  ever  hereafter  able  and  capable  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and 
"  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be  answered  unto  defend  and  be  defended  in 
*  courts  of  record  or  any  other  place  whatsoever,  and  to  do  and  execute 
"  all  and  singular  other  matters  and  things  that  to  them  shall  or  may 
"appertain  to  do."  ^ 

"  And  be  it  further  ordained  That  for  the  well  governing  the  said  cor- 
"  poration  and  the  ordering  of  their  affairs  they  shall  have  such  officers 
"  as  they  shall  hereafter  direct  or  appoint.  Provided  nevertheless  that 
"  twelve  directors  one  of  whom  shall  be  the  president  of  the  corpora- 
"  tion  be  of  the  number  of  their  officers." 

"  And  be  it  further  ordained  That  Thomas  Willing  be  the  present 
**  president,  and  that  the  said  Thomas  Willing  and  Thomas  Fitzsim- 
"  mons,  John  Maxwell  Nesbit,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Hill,  Samuel  Os- 
"  good,  Cadwallader  Morris,  Andrew  Caldwell,  Samuel  Inglis,  Samuel 
*'  Meridith,  William  Bingham,  and  Timothy  Matlack  be  the  present  di- 
"  rectors  of  the  said  corporation  and  shall  so  continue  until  another 
"  president  and  other  directors  shall  be  chosen  according  to  the  laws 
"  and  regulations  of  the  said  corporation." 

"  And  be  it  further  ordained  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  ibid. 
**  said  corporation  shall  be  capable  of  exerciseing  such  power  for  the  well 
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**  governing  and  ordering  of  the  affairs  ot  the  said  corporation,  and  of 
''holding  such  occasional  meetings  for  that  purpose  as  shall  be  de- 
"  scribed  fixed  and  determined  by  the  laws  regulations  and  ordinances 
"  of  the  said  corporation." 

"  And  be  it  further  ordained  That  the  said  corporation  may  make 
"  ordain,  establish  and  put  in  execution  such  laws  ordinances  and  regu- 
"  lations  as  shall  deem  necessary  and  convenient  to  the  government  of 
"  the  said  corporation,  provided  always  that  nothing  herein  before  con- 
"  tained  shall  be  construed  to  authorize  the  said  corporation  to  exercise 
"  any  powers  in  any  of  the  United  States  repugnant  to  the  laws  or  Con- 
"stitution  of  such  State." 

"  And  be  it  further  ordained  That  the  said  corporation  shall  have  full 
**  power  and  authority  to  make  have  and  use  a  common  seal  with  such 
"  devise  and  inscription  as  they  shall  think  proper  and  the  same  to  break 
**  alter  and  renew  at  their  pleasure." 

^^  And  be  it  further  ordained  That  this  ordinance  shall  be  construed 
"and  taken  most  favorably  and  beneficially  for  the  said  corporation." 

And  whereas  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled  did  on  the 
thirty  first  day  of  December  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty 
one,  **  resolve  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislature  of  each  State  to 
pass  such  laws  as  they  may  judge  necessary  for  giving  the  foregoing  or- 
dinance it*s  full  operation  agreably  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
thereof  and  according  to  the  recommendations  contained  in  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  twenty  sixth  May  last." 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  rep- 
resented in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That  the  said  bank  mentioned  in  the  said  ordinance  shall  be 
and  is  hereby  incorporated  and  made  a  body  politic  within  this  State  by 
the  name  and  stile  of  the  president  directors  and  company  of  the  Bank 
of  North  America,  with  all  and  singular  the  powers  privileges  and  im- 
munities in  the  said  ordinance  specified;  and  that  no  other  bank,  public 
or  private,  shall  be  established  within  this  State  during  the  present  war 
with  Great  Britain,  on  pain  of  the  forfeiture  of  one  hundred  pounds  for 
every  offence,  by  every  person  concerned  in  such  bank,  or  banks,  being 
thereof  convicted  in  the  supreme  court  of  judicature  of  this  State; 
which  forfeiture  shall  go  one  half  to  the  complainant  and  the  other  half 
to  the  treasury  of  this  State. — 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  per- 
son shall  forge  or  counterfeit  any  bahk  note  or  notes  issued  or  emitted, 
or  to  be  issued  or  emitted  by  the  said  bank  hereby  incorporated,  or  shall 
alter  any  such  bank  note,  so  that  the  same  shall  appear  to  be  of  greater 
value  than  the  same  was  at  the  time  of  the  issuing  or  emitting  thereof 
intended  to  pass  for,  or  shall  pass  or  give  in  payment,  or  procure  to  be 
passed  or  given  in  payment  any  such  counterfeit  or  altered  bill  know- 
ing the  same  to  be  counterfeit  or  altered,  the  person  so  offending 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony  and  shall  on  conviction  suffer  the  pains, 
penalties  and  forfeitures  prescribed  by  law  in  cases  of  felony  without 
benefit  of  clergy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any 
president,  inspector,  director  or  servant  of  the  said  Bank  shall  fraudu- 
lently convert  any  of  the  property,  money  or  credit  of  the  said  Bank  to 
his  own  use,  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  shall  on  convic- 
tion suffer  the  pains  penalties  and  forfeitures  prescribed  by  law  in  cases 
of  felony,  without  benefit  of  clergy. 

Provided  always  and  it  is  further  enacted  That  nothing  in  this  act  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  imply  any  right  or  power  in  the  United 
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States  in  congress  assembled  to  create  bodies  politic,  or  grant  letters  of  ot  con- 
incorporation  in  any  case  whatsoever,  ^'^^ 


CHAP.  36. 

AN  ACT  to  impower  justices  of  the  peace,  mayors,  recorders  and 
aldermen,  to  try  causes  to  the  value  of  ten  pounds  and  under, 
and  to  repeal  sundry  acts  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  nth  of  April,  1782. 

Whereas  the  impowering  justices  of  the  peace,  mayors  recorders  preamhie. 
and  aldermen,  to  try  causes  to  the  value  of  ten  pounds  and  under,  may 
be  advantageous  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  State;  and  by  means  thereof 
they  may  be  enabled  speedily  and  at  small  expence  to  obtain  justice. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  repre-  Jarisdlo- 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  omi  owes 
the  same.  That  all  actions  cases  and  causes  of  debt,  covenant  trespass,  of  Justtoes 
trespass  on  the  case,  and  replevin  wherein  the  sum  or  thing  demanded  ^q^,  etc. 
for  cause  of  action,  or  ballance  due  on  any  obligation,  shall  not  exceed 
the  sum  of  ten  pounds  (except  such  actions  as  are  hereby  excepted)  shall 
after  the  passing  hereof  be,  and  hereby  are  made  cognizable  before  any 
justice  of  the  peace  of  any  of  the  counties,  or  the  mayor  or  recorder  or 
aldermen  of  the  cities  of  New  York  and,  Albany  and  borough  of  West- 
chester respectively,  within  this  State;  and  the  said  justices  mayors  re- 
corders and  aldermen,  are  hereby  respectively  impowered  and  required 
to  hold  a  court  for  the  tryal  of  such  causes;  and  are  hereby  vested  with 
all  such  power  and  authority  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  as  is  usual  in 
other  courts  of  record  within  this  State  and  to  sign  all  process  which 
shall  issue  out  of  such  court;  and  upon  application  to  either  of  them 
made  for  the  recovery  of  any  such  debt,  damages  or  demand,  to  issue  a 
summons  or  warrant  as  the  case  may  require,  directed  to  any  constable 
or  other  proper  officer  of  the  city,  town,  manor,  borough,  precinct  or 
district,  where  the  defendant  dwells  or  can  be  found,  commanding  him 
to  bring  or  cause  such  defendant  to  come  and  appear  before  him  at  the  . 
time  and  in  the  manner  following,  that  is  to  say,  in  case  such  process 
shall  be  in  the  nature  of  a  warrant,  forthwith  after  the  service  thereof, 
but  where  a  summons  shall  be  issued  then  on  some  certain  day  therein 
to  be  expressed,  not  less  than  six  nor  more  than  twelve  days  from  the 
service  of  such  summons,  and  at  the  time  appointed  for  hearing  such 
action  or  on  such  other  day  as  such  court  shall  think  reasonable  to  appoint 
not  exceeding  six  days,  the  said  court  shall  proceed  to  hear  and  examine 
the  allegations  and  proofs  of  the  plaintiff  and  defendant,  and  within  four 
days  thereafter  give  judgment  thereon,  in  such  manner  as  shall  appear 
to  the  court  agreeable  to  law  equity  and  justice,  together  with  such 
costs  as  are  herein  after  allowed. 

Provided  always  that  if  on  service  of  such  warrant,  the  magistrate  who  proviso  as 
issued  the  same  be  abroad  or  not  able  to  hear  and  try  the  cause,  in  such  ^^^^ 
case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawfull  for  the  constable  or  officer  serving  such  majrfstrate 
warrant  to  carry  the  defendant  before  any  other  magistrate  of  the  said  ^J^i^ti** 
city,  town,  borough,  manor  precinct  or  district,  who  shall  and  may  take  ia  abeent. 
cognizance  of  the  said   cause  and  proceed  to  a  final  determination 
thereof,  in  the  same  manner  as  he  could  or  might  have  done  if  he  had  is- 
sued such  warrant  by  virtue  of  which  such  defendant  shall  be  arrested. 
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Process  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  pro- 

ftSe  hold-  cess  against  all  freeholders,  and  against  all  inhabitants  having  families 
«"•  shall  be  by  summons  only,  (except  as  is  hereafter  excepted)  and  served 

on  the  person  of  the  defendant  or  a  copy  thereof  left  at  his  or  her 
house  or  place  of  abode  in  the  presence  of  some  of  the  family  of  suit- 
able age  and  discretion,  (who  shall  be  informed  of  the  contents  thereof) 
at  least  six  days  before  the  time  of  appearance  mentioned  in  the  said 
summons ;  and  the  constable  or  officer  serving  such  summons,  shall  upon 
the  oath  of  his  office  indorse  thereupon  the  manner  in  which  -he  has 
executed  the  same  and  sign  his  name  thereto;  and  in  case  the  defend- 
ant does  not  appear  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  in  such  sum- 
mons, and  it  shall  appear  by  the  return  indorsed  thereon,  that  the 
said  summons  was  duly  served  upon  the  person  of  the  defendant  in 
manner  aforesaid,  and  no  sufficient  reason  appearing  to  the  court  upon 
oath  why  the  defendant  did  not  appear  at  the  time  appointed,  then  the 
said  court  shall  proceed  to  hear  try  and  determine  the  cause  and  issue 
execution  thereon  in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  defendant  had  actually 
appeared;  but  in  case  a  copy  of  the  summons  was  left  at  his  or  her 
house  or  place  of  abode  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  the  constable  or  offi- 
cer indorse  such  return  thereon  as  he  is  above  directed,  if  then  the  de- 
fendant doth  not  appear  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  in  the  said 
summons,  and  no  sufficient  reason  be  offered  to  the  court  upon  oath  why 
he  does  not  appear,  then  in  such  case  the  court  shall  issue  a  warrant 
and  proceed  in  the  same  manner  as  is  above  directed. 
Aotions  Provided  always,  that  where  any  parties  shall  agree  to  enter  the  ac- 

entered      tions  without  any  process,  the  court  shall  proceed  to  trial  in  the  same 
without     manner  as  if  a  summons  or  warrant  had  issued. 

When^d       Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any 
in  what      such  plaintiff  or  his  attorney  so  applying  shall  upon  oath  or  affirmation 
wMTaot      declare  that  he  or  she  does  really  and  sincerely  believe  that  if  such  pro- 
™*Tn^"*  cess  be  only  by  summons  against  such  freeholder  or  inhabitant  having 
a^eo*  *    a  family,  the  plaintiff  will  be  in  danger  of  loosing  the  debt  or  demand 
euJ.***"^'       thereby,  or  doth  really  and  sincerely  believe  that  such  freeholder  or 
inhabitant  will  depart  the  county  wherein  he  doth  reside  before  the 
time  appointed  for  hearing  such  cause,  then  the  court  shall  issue  a  war- 
rant in  such  manner  as  is  above  directed;  and  if  any  plaintiff  or  defend- 
ant shall  require  a  longer  time  than  is  first  appointed  by  the  court  to  try 
the  said  cause,  and  will  if  required  give  sufficient  security  to  appear  and 
stand  trial  on  such  other  day  as  shall  be  appointed,  then  the  court  is 
hereby  empowered  and  required  to  adjourn  the  trial  of  such  cause  to 
any  day  the  court  shall  judge  most  convenient,  not  exceeding  twelve 
days  nor  less  than  three  from  that  time,  unless  the  court  and  parties 
shall  otherwise  agree. 
Non-resi-       Provided  always  that  where  the  plaintiff  in  any  cause  or  action 
plaintiff     ^^  ^^  brought  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  a  non  resident  of  the 
Rivini        county  and  shall  give  security  to  pay  the  debt  or  damages  and  costs  of 
may  have   suit,  in  case  judgment  shall  be  given  against  him,  that  then  he  may  have 
returaaWe  ^  warrant   returnable  imediately,  and  the  court  in  which  such  cause  is 
iramedi-     to  be  tried  shall  not  adjourn  the  same  for  more  than  three  days,  unless 
**®*^-        the  parties  agree  to  allow  a  longer  time:  And  if  any  adjournment  is  made 
without  the  consent  of  the  plaintiff  that  then  the  defendant  shall  give 
security  in  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  with  costs  for  his  personal  appearance 
on  the  day  to  which  such  adjournment  shall  be  made,  and  in  default  of 
giving  such  security,  the  magistrate  shall  proceed  to  tryal  without  ad- 
journment. 
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IV.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  every  action  Venire  for 
that  shall  hereafter  be  brought  in  this  State  by  virtue  of  this  act,  it  shall  fssueon* 
and  may  be  lawfull  for  either  of  the  parties  to  the  suit,  or  either  of  their  ^^i®^*^"**  ®' 
attomies,  to  demand  of  the  said  court  that  such  action  be  tried  by  a  party, 
jury,  and  upon  such  demand  the  said  court  is  hereby  required  to  issue  i^^  ^^^ 
a  venire  directed  to  any  constable  or  other  proper  officer  of  the  city,  eeieoted, 
town,  manor,  borough,  district  or  precinct,  where  the  cause  is  to  be  tried,  ®^' 
commanding  him  to  summon  twelve  good  and  lawfull  men  being  free- 
holder's or  freemen  of  the  city  or  being  freeholders  of  the  town,  manor, 
borough,  district  or  precinct,  where  the  said  cause  is  to  be  tried  to,  be 
and  appear  before  such  magistrate  issuing  such  venire,  at  such  certain 
time  and  place  as  shall  be  expressed  in  such  venire,  and  who  shall  be  in 
no  wise  of  kin  to  the  plain tif  or  defendant,  or  interested  in  the  suit,  to 
make  a  jury  for  the  trial  of  the  action  between  the  parties  mentioned  in 
the  said  venire,  which  constable  or  officer  shall  at  the  return  of  the 
said  venire,  return  a  panel  of  the  names  of  the  jurors  he  shall  so  sum- 
mons by  virtue  thereof;   and  the  name  of  each  jperson  so  impaneled 
shall  be  writt;)en  in  several  and  distinct  pieces  of  paper  as  near  of  one 
size  and  bigness  as  may  be,  and  shall  be  delivered  to  the  said  magis- 
trate before  whom  such  cause  is  to  be  tried  by  the  constable  returing 
such  panel,  or  some  agent  of  his  and  shall  by  the  constable  or  magis- 
trate be  rolled  up  all  as  near  as  may  be  in  one  and  the  same  manner, 
and  put  together  in  a  box  or  some  other  convenient  thing,  and  on  the 
trial  of  such  cause  such  magistrate  or  such  indifferent  person  as  he  shall 
appoint  for  that  purpose,  shall  draw  out  six  of  the  said  papers  one  after 
another;  and  if  any  of  the  persons  whose  name  shall  be  so  drawn  shall 
not  appear,  or  shall  be  challenged  and  set  aside,  then  such  further  num- 
ber thereof  shall  be  drawn  as  shall  make  up  the  number  six  who  do  ap- 
pear, after  all  legal  causes  of  challenge  allowed  by  the  said  court,  (unless 
the  parties  agree  that  the  said  constable  shall  summons  six  men  at  his 
discretion,)  and  the  said  six  persons  so  first  drawn  and  appearing  and 
approved  by  the  court  as  indifferent  shall  be  the  jury  who  shall  try  the 
cause  to  each  of  whom  the  said  magistrate  shall  administer  the  follow- 
ing oath,  (viz'.) 

You  shall  well  and  truly  try  this  matter  in  difference,  between  A.  B.  Form  of 
plaintiff,  and  C.  D.  defendant,  and  a  true  verdict  give  according  to  evi-  Jath" 
dence,  so  help  you  God. 

And  after  the  said  jury  have  taken  the  oath  aforesaid  they  shall  sit  jury  to  sit 
together  and  hear  the  several  proofs  and  allegations  of  the  parties  which  JSar'***^' 
shall  be  delivered  in  public  in  their  presence,  and  to  each  of  the  wit-  proofs, 
nesses  on  the  said  trial  the  said  magistrate  shall  administer  the  following  ^^ 
oath,  (or  if  of  the  people  called  Quakers  affirmation)  viz*. 

The  evidence  which  you  shall  give  in  this  matter  in  difference  between  Form  of 
A.  B.  plaintiff  and  C  D.  defendant,  shall  be  the  truth  the  whole  truth,  ^^Jgf"** 
and  nothing  but  the  truth;  so  help  you  God; 

And  after  hearing  the  proofs  and  allegations  the  jury  shall  be  kept  to- 
gether in  some  convenient  place  until  they  all  agree  upon  a  verdict;  and 
for  which  purpose  a  constable  shall  be  sworn  and  to  whom  the  said 
magistrate  shall  administer  the  following  oath,  (viz*.) 

You  shall  keep  every  person  sworn  on  this  inquest  together  in  some  ^^'*™9f , 
private  and  convenient  place  without  meat  or  drink,  and  you  shall  not  oath, 
speak  to  them  or  either  of  them,  nor  suffer  any  other  person  to  speak  to 
them  or  either  of  them,  untill  they  are  agreed  on  their  verdict,  unless  it 
be  to  ask  if  they  are  agreed  on  their  verdict,  so  help  you  God, 

And  when  the  jurors  have  agreed  on  their  verdict  they  shall  deliver  it  ^"23ot 
into  the  court,  which  is  hereby  required  to  give  judgment  thereupon,  etcT**^^"^ 
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and  to  award  execution  in  the  manner  hereinafter  directed:     Provided 
always  that  no  oath  or  affirmation  of  either  party,  or  ex  parte  affidavitt  of 
any  other  person,  shall  be  allowed  or  given  in  evidence  in  any  such  ac- 
tion unless  the  parties  agree  to  admitt  of  such  evidence. 
P«n*>'y  ^^r      V.  And  be  it  furtJur  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  every 
Appear    person  summoned  and  drawn  as  a  juror  or  subpaenaed  as  a  witness 
moned^as  ^^^  ^^^  not  appear,  or  appearing  shall  refuse  to  serve,  or  give  evidence 
aiuror  or  in  any  such  action,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  default  or  refu- 
wttoess.      g^j^  (unless  some  reasonable  cause  shall  be  proved  by  oath  affidavit  or 
affirmation  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court)  such  fine  or  fines  not  exceed- 
ing the  sum  of  four  pounds  nor  less  than  five  shillings,  as  the  said  court 
shall  think  reasonable  to  inflict  or  assess,  and  the  said  court  is  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  issue  a  warrant  to  any  constable  to  levy  the 
same  on  the  goods  and  chatties  of  the  offender  and  for  want  thereof  to 
take  and  convey  him  or  her  to  the  goal  of  the  said  county  wherein  the 
offence  has  been  committed,  or  to  the  next  nearest  goal,  there  to  re- 
main untill  he  pays  the  said  fine  together  with  the  costs  attending  the 
same,  and  the  keeper  of  the  said  goal  is  hereby  commanded  to  keep 
such  offender  in  safe  custody  in  the  goal  aforesaid,  until  the  said  fine 
together  with  the  said  costs  shall  be  fully  paid  — 
Oni7tobe       Provided  always  that  no  such  fine  shall  be  inflicted  or  assessed  bc- 
cmoSt^     fore  an   oath  made  to  the  court   by   some  credible   person  that  the 
etc.      *     juror  or  witness  aforesaid  had  been  lawfully  summoned  or  supcBnaed 
as  aforesaid:    All  and  every  of  which  said  fines  when  recovered,  shall 
be  delivered  by  the  said  court  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  for  the  use 
of  the  poor  of  the  district  or  place  where  the  same  shall  be  levied. 
Wheo  VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  the 

tor^^u^   plaintiff  in  any  such  action  shall  be  nonsuited,  or  discontinue  or  with- 
rerldered    ^^^"^  ^^^  action  without  the  consent  of  the  defendant,  then  judgment 
luaraiDst       shall  be  given  against  such  plaintiff  for  the  costs  accrued,  or  if  he  shall 
^e  plaint-  appear  to  be  indebted  to  the  defendant,  then  judgment  shall  be  given 
When  for    against  him  for  the  debt  or  damages,  and  costs  as  the  case  may  require; 
andooato.   ^^^  whenever  judgment  shall  be  given  against  either  plaintiff  or  defend- 
Execution,  ^^'^  ^^  ^^7  ^^  ^^  before  mentioned  actions,  the  said  court  shall  grant 
i«^7  a°d     execution  thereupon  directed  to  one  of  the  constables  or  other  proper 
00  ec  on  Q^^gj.  Q^  ^^  gj^i^  ^j^y^  borough,  town,  manor,  precinct  or  district,  com- 
manding him  to  levy  the  debt  or  damages  and  costs  on  the  goods  and 
chatties  of  the  person  against  whom  such  execution  shall  be  granted, 
and  for  want  of  sufficient  goods  and  chatties  whereon  to  levy  the  same, 
to  take  the  body  of  the  person  against  whom  such  execution  shall  be 
granted,  and  him  or  her  convey  to  the  common  goal  of  the  city  bor- 
ough or  county,  which  said  constable  or  other  proper  officer,  after  his 
taking  such  goods  and  chatties  into,  his  custody  by  virtue  of  such  exe- 
cution, shall  imediately  give  public  notice  by  an  advertizement  signed 
by  himself  put  up  at  three  public  places  of  the  city  borough  town 
manor  precinct  or  district  where  such  goods  and  chatties  shall  be  taken, 
of  the  sorts  of  goods  and  the  time  and  place  when  and  where  they  shall 
be  exposed  to  sale,  at  least  five  days  before  the  time  appointed  for  sell- 
ing them,  and  at  the  time  and  place  so  appointed  foi  selling  them, 
shall  expose  them  to  sale  by  public  vendue  to  the  highest  bidder, 
and  pay  the   debts   or  damages   and   costs  levied  to  the  magistrate 
who  issued  the  execution  (and  return  the  overplus  if  any  be)  to  the 
owner,  and  that  within  twenty  days  after  the  receipt  of  such  execution, 
and  for  want  of  sufficient  goods  and  chatties  whereon  to  levy,  the  said 
constable  or  other  proper  officer  shall  according  to  the  tenor  of  the 
said  execution  take  the  body  of  the  person  against  whom  any  such  exe- 
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cution  shall  be  granted,  and  convey  and  deliver  him  or  her  to  the 
keeper  of  the  common  goal  of  the  city,  borough  or  county,  which  said 
keeper  is  hereby  commanded  to  keep  such  prisoner  in  safe  custody  in 
the  common  goal  aforesaid,  until  the  debt  or  damages  with  the  costs  shall 
be  fully  paid,  or  until  he  or  she  shall  be  from  thence  delivered  by  due 
course  of  law. 

Provided  nevertheless,  that  no  execution  of  any  judgment  given  by  wheo 
virtue  of  this  act,  shall  issue  against  any  freeholder  or  inhabitant  having  ^f^gue^"* 
a  family,  in  less  than  sixty  days  after  giving  the  said  judgment  unless  agaioBt 
the  party  in  whose  favour  judgment  shall  be  given,  shall  make  it  appear  hoSere. 
to  the  said  court  on  oath  or  affirmation,  that  he  or  she  will  be  in  danger 
of  loosing  the  debt  or  damages  if  such  delay  be  allowed,  in  which  case 
the    said   court   shall    issue   execution  imediately  as  hereinbefore  di- 
rected:  unless  the  party  against  whom  such  judgment  shall  be  given, 
shall  thereupon  give  security  to  the  party  in  whose  favour,  judgment  was 
given  that  he  or  she  shall  pay  the  debt  or  damages  and  costs  before  or 
be  forth  coming  at  the  expiration  of  sixty  days  — 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy  That  in  case  penalty    ' 
any  constable  or  other  proper  officer  shall  collect  or  levy  any  debt  or  ^^i^^^ 
damages  and  costs  in  any  action,  and  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  stable  to 
same  to  the  magistrate,  who  issued  the  execution,  or  in  case  of  his  death  Sfoney^' 
or  removal  from  office  to  the  person  in  whose  favour  the  execution  was  collected^ 
granted  such  constable  or  other  proper  officer  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  tioof 
the  party  grieved  for  every  twenty  days  he  shall  so  detain  the  money  in 

his  hands  the  sum  of  fifty  shillings  for  every  neglect  to  be  recovered 
by  action  of  debt  together  with  costs,  before  any  justice,  mayor,  recor- 
der or  alderman,  and  to  be  levied  by  execution  in  manner  and  form  as 
other  debts  and  costs  are  to  be  levied  by  virtue  of  this  act,  except  as  to 
the  time  of  granting  execution,  which  may  be  issued  imediately  after 
judgment,  upon  request  of  the  plaintiff  in  such  suit. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  casea  in 
any  person  or  persons  whatsoever  shall  commence  or  prosecute  any  suit  piiJSuirs 
or  action  for  any  debt  or  damages  made  cognizable  as  aforesaid  in  any  shall  not 
other  manner  than  is  directed  by  this  act  and  shall  obtain  a  judgment  SSSS!^ 
thereon  for  debt  or  damages,   which  without  costs  of  suit  shall  not 
amount  to  more  than  ten  pounds,  not  having  caused  an  oath  or  affirma- 
tion to  be  made  before  the  obtaining  a  writ  and  filed  the  same  in  the  clerk's 
office,  that  he  she  or  they  so  making  oath  or  affirmation  did  truly  believe 

the  debt  due,  or  damages  sustained  exceeded  the  sum  of  ten  pounds,  he 
she  or  they  so  prosecuting  shall  not  recover  nor  have  any  costs  in  such 
suit  or  action,  except  in  actions  of  slander,  any  law  usuage  or  custom  to 
the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

Provided  always,  that  neither  this  act  nor  any  thing  herein  contained.  Act  not  to 
shall  be  deemed  or  construed  to  extend  to  such  actions  wherein  the  S^tunis 
people  of  this  State  may  be  concerned,  or  where  the  title  of  lands  shall  named, 
in  any  wise  come  in  question,  or  any  action  of  slander.    Provided  also 
that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend  to  matters  of  account, 
where  the  sum  total  of  such  account  shall  exceed  in  the  amount  or  value 
thereof  the  sum  of  eighty  pounds;  and  that  account  proov'd  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  said  court. 

IX.  And'be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  when  in  any  ac-  ProoMd- 
tion  of  trespass  to  be  brought  by  virtue  of  this  act,  the  defendant  shall  JSJJ  de- 
justify  upon  plea  of  title,  a  record  shall  be  made  thereof,  and  the  matter  '•°^^* 
of  fact  taken /r^  confesso,  and  the  party  making  such  plea  shall  become  Sue  in 
bound  with  one  or  more  sureties  by  way  of  recognizance  unto  the  ad-  ^SSpief 
verse  party  in  a  reasonable  sum  not  exceeding  forty  pounds,  on  condi- 
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tion  that  he  or  she  shall  persue  his  or  her  plea,  and  bring  forward  a  suit 
for  a  trial  of  his  or  her  title  at  the  next  inferior  court  of  common 
pleas  to  be  holden  for  the  county  in  which  such  trespass  is  alledged  to 
be  done,  and  pay  and  satisfy  such  damages  and  costs  as  by  the  said 
court  shall  be  awarded  against  him  or  her,  which  recognizance  the  jus- 
tice is  hereby  impowered  to  require  and  take,  and  shall  be  paid  by  the 
recognizor  the  sum  of  three  shillings,  and  for  entering  his  plea  eighteen 
pence,  and  at  the  charge  also  of  the  defendant  shall  certify  the  process 
and  record  of  such  plea,  together  with  the  recognizance,  unto  the  said 
inferior  court  of  common  pleas;  and  if  such  recognizor  shall  neglect  to 
bring  forward  such  suit  at  the  inferior  court  the  next  term  after  the  re- 
turn of  the  said  plea  and  recognizance,  the  default  shall  be  entered  in 
the  said  court,  and  a  writ  of  scire  facias  shall  issue  out  of  the  clerks 
office  of  the  same  court,  in  manner  as  by  law  is  directed  for  the  recovery 
of  the  sum  or  penalty  in  the  said  recognizance  mentioned  of  him  the 
said  recognizor  his  surety  or  sureties,  or  if  upon  trial  before  the  said 
court  he  shall  not  make  out  a  title  to  the  land  or  tenements  on  which 
the  tresspass  is  alledged  to  be  done  paramount  to  the  possession  or 
other  title  of  the  adverse  party;  judgment  shall  be  rendered  for  the  party 
upon  whom  the  trespass  hath  been  done,  for  the  damages  committed  and 
costs  of  suit;  but  if  the  defendant  in  trespass  justifying  on  plea  of  title 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  become  bound  in  manner  as  aforesaid,  then  his 
plea  shall  abate,  and  the  magistrate  before  whom  the  suit  or  action  is 
brought,  shall  proceed  to  try  the  action,  and  upon  due  proof  of  the 
trespass  committed  by  the  defendant,  shall  award  damages  against  him 
or  her  to  what  shall  be  made  out  with  costs  of  suit,  and  if  in  trying  the 
cause  there  be  proved  any  force  or  violence  and  breach  of  the  peace, 
the  party  or  parties  guilty  thereof  shall  be  bound  over  to  the  next 
court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  to  be  punished  as  the  law  in 
such  cases  does  provide,  for  which  recognizance  the  fee  shall  be 
three  shillings. 

X.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid ^  That  all  and 
every  sum  and  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  the  value  of  ten  pounds, 
to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in  any  court  of  record  by  virtue  of  any  law 
of  this  State  shall  be  and  hereby  are  made  cognizable  before  any  one 
justice  mayor  recorder  or  alderman  in  manner  as  aforesaid,  any  thing 
in  the  said  law  mentioned  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 
And  also  that  where  in  any  city  town  manor  borough  precinct  or  dis- 
trict, no  such  constable  or  other  proper  officer  shall  be  chosen  or  ap- 
pointed, or  the  said  constable  or  proper  officer  be  absent  from  home, 
that  then  and  in  such  case  the  justice  mayor  recorder  or  alderman 
upon  application  made,  shall  and  may  direct  the  process  or  execution 
to  the  constable  of  the  next  adjoining  city  town  manor  borough  pre- 
cinct or  district  living  nearest  where  the  defendant  dwells  or  can  be 
found,  who  is  hereby  required  to  execute  the  same;  unless  some  other 
person  shall  voluntarily  consent  to  be  deputed  by  the  court  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

XI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  no  greater 
or  other  costs  shall  be  allowed  taxed  or  taken  in  actions  brought  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  than  the  following  Justices  fees  —  a  summons,  nine 
pence,  a  warrant  one  shilling,  a  judgment  one  shilling,  aciministering 
every  oath  or  affirmation  six  pence,  every  execution  one  shilling  and 
six  pence,  subpoena  for  each  witness  six-pence,  issuing  the  vepfire  facias 
to  summon  a  jury  one  shilling,  swearing  the  jury  one  shilling>j  evidences 
attending  on  subpoena  or  otherwise  two  shillings  a  day  an(%  so  in  pro- 
portion for  a  longer  or  shorter  time;  constable  or  other  piaroper  officer 
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for  serving  every  warrant,  notifying  the  plaintiff  to  tryal,  summons  or 
execution,  for  one  mile  travel  or  under,  one  shilling  for  every  mile  more 
six  pence.  Provided  also,  that  on  all  precepts  to  be  issued  by  virtue  of 
this  act,  the  fees  for  serving  be  computed  only  from  the  place  of  abode 
of  the  defendant,  or  where  he  shall  have  been  found,  to  the  place  where 
the  precept  is  returnable;  serving  every  execution  for  every  pound,  one 
shilling,  summoning  every  jury  three  shillings,  juries  for  all  causes  tried, 
one  shilling  pr  man,  when  summoned  and  attending  and  the  cause  not 
tried,  six  pence  pr  man,  to  the  constable  or  other  person  serving  ' 
subpsena  one  shilling  for  each  witness. 

Provided,  that  the  whole  costs  to  be  recovered  or  allowed  in  any  one  Limited 
cause  or  action  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  forty  shillings.  And  pro-  Shillings, 
vided,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend  to  oblidge  any  justice  of 
the  peace  being  a  member  of  the  senate  or  assembly,  any  judge  of  the 
county  courts  or  the  mayor  or  recorder  of  the  cities  of  New  York  and 
Albany  to  take  cognizance  of  any  actions  by  virtue  of  this  act;  but  that 
they  shall  be  at  liberty  at  all  times  to  act  therein  or  not,  at  their  discretion. 

XII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  one  cer-  ^<^jy- 
tain  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  establishing  and  regulating  courts  to  P*~**' 
determine  causes  of  forty  shillings  and  under  in  this  colony,"  passed 

the  sixteenth  day  of  December  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty 
seven;  and  also  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  empower  justices  of  the 
peace,  mayors  recorders  and  aldermen,  to  try  causes  to  the  value  of  one 
hundred  pounds  and  undet  and  for  suspending  an  act  therein  men- 
tioned," passed  the  twenty  sixth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty,  and  the  amendments  clauses  matters  and  things 
to  the  said  acts  or  either  of  them  appertaining,  shall  be  and  are  hereby 
repealed 

XIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  from  Writs  of 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  no  writ  of  certiorari  or  writ  of  error,  S5^*oSy* 
shall  be  issued  out  of  the  supreme  court  of  this  State  in  any  suit  or  ^*l*!Jf*°^ 
action  wherein  a  final  judgment  shall  be  given  by  any  magistrate  by  vir-  party  to  ^ 
tue  of  this  act,  unless  one  of  the  parties  in  such  suit  shall  within  'one  •'^** 
month  after  such  final  judgment  make  affidavit  before  one  of  the  judges 

of  the  supreme  court,  or  one  of  the  judges  of  the  inferior  courts  of 
common  pleas  of  the  county  where  such  judgment  shall  be  given,  or 
before  one  of  the  commissioners  for  taking  affidavits  to  be  read  in  the 
supreme  court  (and  in  case  such  affidavit  shall  be  made  before  one  of 
the  judges  of  the  county,  or  such  commissioner,  such  affidavit  shall  be 
transmitted  to  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  satisfying  such 
judge  that  there  is  reasonable  cause  for  granting  a  writ  of  certiorari  or 
writ  of  error  to  remove  such  judgment,  either  for  error  therein  or  some 
other  unfair  practice  in  the  magistrate  who  shall  have  tried  the  cause, 
which  shall  be  particularly  specified  in  the  said  affidavit;  and  the  judge 
or  commissioner  before  whom  such  affidavit  shall  be  made  shall  keep  a 
true  copy  thereof,  and  when  thereunto  requested,  shall  deliver  the  same 
to  the  adverse  party. 

XIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  any  per- Penalty 
son  being  a  party  in  such  action  who  shall  procure  any  writ  of  certiorari  curfiuT 
OP  writ  of  error,  otherwise  than  is  herein  above  described,  shall  forfeit  J^Stas" 
the  sum  of  ten  pounds  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  with  costs  of  herein 
suit,   before  ^ny  justice  of   the  peace,  mayor,   recorder  or  alderman  P«>^*d«^ 
within  this  State,  by  the  adverse  party  plaintiff  or  defendant  in  such 
original  suit  for  his  own  use  —  That  if  on   bringing  any  certiorari  or 

writ  of  error  upon  any  judgment  in  any  action  tried  by  virtue  of  this 
act,  such  judgment  shall  be  confirmed,  then  the  party  procuring  such 


472  Laws  of  new  york.  [Chap.  37. 

writ  of  certiorari  or  writ  of  error  shall  pay  all  costs  of  defending  such 
suit  in  the  court  above,  to  be  taxed  by  one  of  the  judges  of  the  said 
court,  and  recovered  by  certificate  from  said  judge,  before  any  justice  of 
the  peace  mayor  recorder  or  alderman  in  the  county  in  which  such 
cause  shall  have  been  tried — And  if  the  said  judgement  shall  be  re- 
versed, the  person  in  whose  favour  such  judgment  shall  be  reversed,  shall 
in  like  manner  have  his  costs  to  be  taxed  and  recovered  as  aforesaid. 
Persons         *y^ .  And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  T\i3X  no  per- 
Stied°to     son  shall  be  entitled  to  commence  any  suit  or  process  in  any  court  of 
Suswith^  record  either  of  law  or  equity  within  this  State  until  he  she  or  they  shall 
out  taking  first  take  the  following  oath,  (vizt.) 

oath.  j^  ^    g    ^Q  solemnly  without  any  mental   reservation  or  equivoca- 

tion whatsoever,  swear  and  declare  and  call  God  to  witness  (or  if  of  the 
people  called  Quakers,  affirm,)  that  I  renounce  and  adjure  all  allegiance 
to  the  King  of   Great  Britain  and  that  I  will  bear    true  faith   and 
"  allegiance  to  the  State  of  New  York,  as  a  free  and  independent  State, 
and  that  I  will  in  all  things  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  ability, 
do  my  duty  as  a  good  and  faithfull,  subject  of  the  said  State  ought  to  do, 
so  help  me  God. 
auired^to        Provided  nevertheless  that  any  person  who  hath  taken  the  aforesaid 
t&ke  oath    oath,  and  shall  produce  a  certificate  thereof  signed  by  the  magistrate  or 
tlme?eto.   J^^g^  before  whom  the  same  was  taken  (the  magistrate  keeping  a  record 
of  the  same)  shall  not  be  required  to  tsdce  it  a  second  time  by  virtue  of 
this  act,  and  provided  also  that  if  any  person  the  subject  of  a  neigh- 
bouring State,  shall  commence  any  suit  within  this  State  and  shall  produce 
a  certificate  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court  before  whom  the  case  is  to 
be  tried,  that  he  she  or  they,  is  well  affected  to  the  American  cause,  and 
hath  taken  an  active  and  decisive  part  therein,  such  person  shall  not  be 
oblidged  to  take  the  above  oath.     And  provided  further,  that  any  thing 
in  this  enacting  clause  shall  not  extend  to  any  inhabitant  of  the  county 
of  Westchester. 
J«[jding         XVI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  suits 
bo  prose-    already  commenced  before  any  mayor,  recorder,  alderman,  or  justice  of 
Judgmwit.  ^^^  peace  within  this  State,  by  virtue  of  any  act  in  force  before  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act,  shall  and  may  be  proceeded  on  to  judgment  and  costs 
awarded  and  execution  granted  as  fully  and  effectually  as  if  this  act 
had  not  passed,  any  thing  contained  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  thereof 
in  any  wise  notwithstanding: 


CHAP«  37. 

AN  ACT  for  raising  the  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds,  and 
the  further  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds  by  tax  within 
this  State,  and  for  settling  public  accounts. 

Passed  the  12th  of  April,  1782. 

Tax  levied,  I.  Be  it  encuted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Sin- 
quotes.  O'te  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That 
there  shall  be  raised  by  tax  within  this  State  and  paid  into  the  treasury 
of  this  State  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June  next,  the  sum  of  eigh- 
teen thousand  pounds  in  specie.  That  the  quota  of  the  county  of 
Albany  of  the  said  sum  shall  be  seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
twenty  pounds,  the  quota  of  the  county  of  Dutchess,   four   thousand 
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nine  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  the  quota  of  the  county  of  Ulster, 
two  thousand  seven    hundred    pounds,   the. quota  of    the   county  of 
Orange,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty  five  pounds;  the  quota  of 
the  county  of  Tryon,  one  hundred  and  eighty  pounds,  the  quota  of  the 
county  of  Westchester,  three  hundred  and  fifteen  pounds,  and  the  quota  of 
the  county  of  Charlotte,  the  sum  of  ninety  pounds.     That  the  said  sum  of  to  be  paid 
eighteen  thousand  pounds  shall  be  levied  collected  and  paid  in  specie  {J^rafn* 
or  grain,  in  like  mahner,  and  under  the  same  pains  and  penalties  as  is 
directed  and  prescribed  with  respect  to  the  sum  of  twenty  five  thousand 
pounds  directed  to  be  levied  by  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  levying  a 
tax  within  this  State,"  passed  the   twentieth    day   of    November  last. 
That  there  shall  be  raised  by  tax  within  this  State  and  paid  into  the 
treasury  of  this  State,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  October  next, 
the  further  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds  in  specie  and  that  the 
quota's  of  the  several  cities,  wards,  towns,  manors,  districts  and  precincts 
within  the  several  counties  herein  before  named,  shall  be  in  a  like  propor- 
tion thereto,  as  they  shall  be  to  the  said  sum  of  eighteen  thousand 
pounds  directed  to  be  raised  by  this  act.     That  the  assessors  shall  pro-  Asseesors 
ceed  to  make  the  assessments  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  August  next,  J^^^J^® 
and  the  said  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds  shall  be  collected  levyed,  mento  be- 
and  paid  in  specie  or  grain  in  like  manner,  and  under  the  same  pains  named?^ 
and  penalties  as  is  directed  with  respect  to  the  said  sum  of  twenty  five 
thousand  pound   directed  to  be  levied  by  the  said  act  entitled  '*  An  act 
for  levying  a  tax  within  this  State,"  passed  the  twentieth  day  of  Novem- 
ber last. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  be  Governor 
lawfull  for  the  person  administering  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  ^^"^^gent 
time  being,  to  direct  the  State  agent  to  take  all  the  wheat  and  rye  which  to  take 
has  or  may  be  received  in  payment  of  the  tax  directed  to  be  raised  by  Iu>^d 
the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  levying  a  tax  within  this  State,"  passed  the  ^J^tobe 
twentieth  of  November  last,  and  not  heretofore  appropriated  and  cause  made  into 
the  same  to  be  manufactured  into  flour,  and  to  sell  such  flour,  or  to  sell  *^"''* 
such  wheat  or  rye,  or  any  part  thereof  on  such  terms  and  conditions,  as 

the  person  administering  the  government  for  the  time  being,  shall  deem 
most  advantageous  for  the  State,  and  the  monies  which  the  State  agent 
shall  from  time  to  time  receive  from  any  such  sale,  he  shall  forthwith 
after  the  receipt  thereof,  pay  into  the  treasury  of  this  State,  and 
further,  that  it  shall  be  lawfull  for  the  said  State  agent  to  sell  the  bran  and 
shorts  and  coarse  Cornell  of  the  wheat  or  rye  so  to  be  manufactured  into 
flour,  and  the  monies  thence  arising  to  apply  to  the  purchase  of  flour 
casks  and  to  defray  such  incidental  charges  as  may  arise  in  the  per- 
formance of  the  duties  required  of  him  by  this  act,  and  the  overplus  to 
pay  into  the  treasury  of  this  State. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy  That  the  several  Collectors 
collectors  in  each  county  shall  from  time  to  time  make  returns  to  their  JSturM^to 
respective  county  treasurers,  of  all  the  wheat  or  rye  which  shall  or  may  county 
be  collected  on  the  said  first  mentioned  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  of  (train 
pounds,  specifying  the  number  of  bushels  which  may  be  stored  in  any  JJd^^- 
mill  or  other  buildings,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  who  are  intrusted  urers  to 
with  the  same,  in  their  respective  cities,  wards,  towns,  manors,  districts  or  **^'  *""®' 
precincts,  and  in  like  manner  shall  make  returns  of  all  the  wheat  and  rye 

which  shall  or  may  be  collected  on  the  said  second  sum  of  eighteen 
thousand  pounds, who  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  from  time  to  time 
to  sell  the  same,  and  the  money  arising  therefrom  to  deposit  in  the  treasury 
of  the  State.  Together  with  an  account  of  all  sales  by  him  made,  and  shall 
retain  in  his  hands  one  and  an  half  per  cent  on  the  amount  of  such  sales. 
60 
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Provided  always  that  none  of  the  said  treasurers  shall  sell  any  of  the 
said  wheat  for  a  less  sum  than  eight  shillings  per  bushel  unless  other- 
wise directed  by  the  person  administering  the  government  of  the  State 
for  the  time  being. 

IV,  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  out  of  the 
said  second  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds,  the  sum  of  twelve 
thousand  pounds  shall  by  the  treasurer  of  this  State  be  from  time  to 
time  paid  to  such  person,  as  his  excellency  the  governor  or  person 
administering  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  shall  by 
warrant  under  the  privy  seal  of  this  State  authorize  to  receive  the  same, 
who  shall  pay  the  same  to  Major  General  M'Dougall  and  Brigadear 
General  James  Clinton  and  to  such  of  their  respective  suites  as  are  in- 
habitants of  this  State  to  John  Gano  chaplain,  and  to  the  ofi&cers  and 
privates  of  the  two  regiments  of  infantry  of  the  State  commanded  by 
Colonels  Van  Schaick  and  Cortland  to  such  of  the  officers  and  pri- 
vates in  the  regiment  of  artillery  commanded  by  ColP  John  Lamb^ 
as  are  deemed  part  of  the  quota  of  this  State,  in  such  proportions  as  his 
said  excellency  the  governor  shall  direct  on  account  for  arrears  of  pay 
due  between  the  first  day  of  August  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty,  and  the  first  day  of  January  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty  one. 

And  whereas  from  the  impoverished  condition  of  this  State,  ocasioned 
by  the  devastations  of  the  enemy,  and  by  the  frequent  and  extra  sup- 
plies afforded  by  the  inhabitance  thereof  upon  several  urgent  emergen- 
cies when  the  army  of  the  United  States  were  destitute  of  provisions, 
and  the  most  dangerous  consequences  were  apprehended  by  the  com- 
manding officers  ;  from  the  large  bodies  of  troops  this  State  are  driven 
to  the  necessity  of  raising  for  the  defence  of  the  distressed  inhabitants 
on  an  extensive  frontier  exposed  to  the  horrid  cruelty  of  a  barbarous 
enemy  ;  from  the  very  heavy  expence  which  will  attend  the  completion 
of  the  regiments  of  this  State  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  to 
their  full  establishment,  from  the  necessity  of  raising  a  sum  of  money 
to  discharge  in  part  the  arrears  of  pay  due  to  the  said  regiments  it  is 
rendered  incapable  of  affording  any  aid  other  than  that  of  discharging 
the  debt  due  from  the  United  States  to  individuals  of  this  State,  many 
of  whom  have  from  time  to  time  been  invested  with  certificates  given 
by  officers  of  the  United  States  for  services  performed,  or  property, 
either  voluntarily  sold  or  taken  by  virtue  of  compulsory  laws  of  this 
State  or  taken  without  and  legal  authority  on  emergencies  when 
the  army  of  the  United  States  was  destitute  of  supplies,  and  have  more- 
over been  frequently  devested  of  property  for  the  benifit  of  the  United 
States  without  having  received  any  certificate  or  other  voucher  therefore, 
or  any  compensation  whatsoever  altho  justly  entitled  thereto  — 

And  whereas  great  loss  rSay  be  sustained  from  the  accidents  to  which 
such  vouchers  are  exposed  and  by  the  death  of  witnesses  and  other 
casualties,  and  many  inconveniences  may  result  to  individuals  in  the 
settlements  of  accounts  with  the  person  or  persons  appointed  or  to  be 
appointed  for  the  purpose  by  the  United  States,  and  that  the  important 
and  necessary  business  of  stating  and  setttlin^  the  accounts  of  this  State 
with  the  United  States,  as  also  that  with  the  individuals  thereof  may  be 
expedited  and  compleated  — 

V.  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the 
person  administering  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  bein^, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council  of  appointment  is 
hereby  authorized  and  required  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the  passing  of 
this  act,  to  appoint  a  commissioner  to  adjust  and  settle  all  accounts 
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claims  and  demands  whatsoever,  which  any  inhabitant  of  this  State  may 
have  against  the  United  States,  except  for  any  of  the  articles  which 
sh*ll  be  enumerated  in  the  instructions  to  be  given  in  manner  herein 
after  directed,  and  also  to  adjust  and  settle  all  accounts  claims,  and 
demands  which  any  inhabitant  of  this  State  may  have  against  this  State 
in  whatsoever  manner  the  same  may  have  accrued  (except  claims,  for 
debts  due  from  the  estates  of  persons  attainted  or  indicted  for  adhering 
to  the  enemies  of  this  State,  for  which  provision  will  be  hereafter  made) 
and  all  such  accounts  claims  and  demands  to  adjust  and  settle  on  such 
principles  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  communicated  to  him  by  the 
legislature  or  by  commissioners  to  be  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
structing him  — 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it  shall  Oommis- 
be  lawful!  for  the  said  commissioner  to  receive  from  every  such  claimant  Jecefve^ 
as  aforesaid  all  vouchers  and  accounts,  offered  in  support  of  any  claim  ^'^M^^®" 
or  demand  and  if,  after  such  examination  and  investigation  as  shall  be  oertfik^ 
detailed  in  such  instructions  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  approve  of  such  claim  ^^•"* 
in  whole  or  in  part,  to  give  the  original  claimant  or  legal  representative 

such  and  so  many  certificates  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  amount  or 
ballance  due  and  shall  also  give  such  certificates  in  discharge  for  any 
sums  due  on  accounts — audited  by  the  late  auditor  general  of  this  State, 
or  which  may  be  audited  by  the  present  or  future  auditor  of  this  State 
or  heretofore  audited  by  any  auditor  or  commissioner,  appointed  by  the 
authority  of  congress. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^   That  the  offloera 
treasurer  of  this  State,  and  the  said  commissioner  shall  cause  a  compe-  ^J^^^ 
tent  number  of  certificates,  to  be  printed  and  bound  up  in  books  in  such  tiflcates 
manner  and  form  and  with  such  device  or  border  as  they  shall  deem  JJiJ^, 
best  calculated  to  prevent  frauds  and  counterfeits,  and  with  blanks  for  ©tc» 

the  sums  due  to  the  person  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  given,  and  to  OonteDts 
bear  date  on  the  first  day  of  June  next,  purporting  that  the  bearer  of  Jj^^*' 
such  certificate  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  treasury  of  this 
State  the  sum  specified  in  such  certificate  in  gold  or  silver  with  interest 
at  six  per  cent  per  annum  from  the  date  thereof  untill  redeemed  accord- 
ing to  law,  that  each  of  the  said  certificates  shall  be  numbered  and  in 
the  margin  of  the  book  opposite  thereto,  there  shall  be  entered  the  like 
number  after  which  the  said  treasurer  shall  cut  the  said  certificates  out 
of  the  book  in  such  manner  as  to  leave  the  number  on  the  margin  and 
having  tested  such  certificates,  shall  deliver  such  and  so  many  of  them 
to  the  said  commissioner  as  he  shall  from  time  to  time  require  and  the 
said  commissioner  shall  sign  each  of  the  said  certificates  before  he  shall 
deliver  them  to  the  persons  entitled  thereto,  that  all  the  certificates 
which  shall  be  granted  by  the  said  commissioner  as  aforesaid,  shall  bear 
an  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  to  be  computed  from 
the  date  of  each  certificate,  that  the  said  commissioner  shall  and 
may  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  administer  an  oath,  or  affirmation  to 
every  person  who  it  may  be  necessary  to  examine,  in  order  to  investigate 
the  truth  of  any  matter  on  which  doubts  may  arise  or  in  the  execution 
of  any  of  the  duties  which  shall  be  enjoyned  on  him  by  the  instructions 
to  be  given  as  aforesaid,  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commis- 
sioner and  he  is  hereby  required  as  soon  as  he  shall  conceive  that  he 
hath  settled  all  the  accounts,  claims,  and  demands  in  manner  aforesaid, 
to  signify  the  same  to  the  treasurer  — 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enctcted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  TreMurer 
treasurer  of  this  State  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  inhibited  from  issuing  iJSuebiiu 
any  more  of  the  bills  of  credit  now  in  the  treasury  of  this  State,  which  of  credit. 
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hath  been  directed  to  be  issued  by  any  law  subsequent  to  the  fourteenth 
day  of  June  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty  and  he  shall  also  retain  in 
the  treasury  any  such  bills  of  credit  emitted  since  the  said  fourteenth 
day  of  June  which  may  from  time  to  time  come  into  the  treasury  by 
taxes  or  otherwise  as  belonging  to  this  State. 

IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  Abraham 
Yates  Jun'  Philip  Schuyler  and  John  Lansing  Jun'  or  the  major  part 
of  them  or  the  major  part  of  such  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
appointed  by  the  legislature  shall  be  and  hereby  are  appointed  com- 
missioners from  time  to  time  to  give  instructions  to  the  said  commissioner 
and  to  the  auditor  of  this  State  in  such  cases  as  may  not  be  provided 
for  by  the  instructions  to  be  signed  by  the  president  of  the  senate  and 
the  speaker  of  the  assembly,  and  in  any  cases  wherein  doubts  may  arise 
with  the  said  commissioner  or  auditor  on  the  construction  of  any  article 
in  the  said  instructions. 

And  whereas  some  part  of  the  nine  million  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  of  the  old  Continental  money  assigned  to  this  State 
for  redemption  by  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  still  remain  unpaid 
and  that  it  does  not  appear  necessary  to  pass  a  law  to  raise  the  same  by 
a  tax  as  the  charges  incident  on  raising  taxes  for  the  purpose  through- 
out the  State  would  amount  to  great  part  of  the  value  of  the  deficiency — 

X.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  treasurer 
of  this  State  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  out  of  any 
monies  now  or  which  may  hereafter  be  in  the  treasury  unappropriated, 
to  procure  the  deficiency  of  the  said  nine  million  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  and  the  same  to  pay  unto  the  commissioner  of 
the  Continental  loan  office  within  this  State,  and  that  the  said  treas- 
urer shall  from  time  to  time  out  of  any  unappropriated  monies  in  the 
treasury  pay  the  drafts  of  the  said  commissioner  to  be  appointed  in 
pursuance  of  this  act  for  any  sums  of  money  which  he  may  want,  in  the 
execution  of  his  office  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred pounds. 

XL  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  faith 
of  this  State  be  and  is  hereby  pledged,  to  make  ample  compensation  to 
the  said  commissioner  for  his  services  in  discharging  the  duties  required 
of  him  by  this  act. 

XIL  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  for  raising  by  tax  a  sum  equal  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  in  specie "  passed  October  tenth,  seventeen  hundred 
and  eighty  shall  be  and  hereby  is  repealed. 

Where  IS  the  inhabitants  of  the  precinct  of  North  Castle  in  the  county 
of  Westchester,  did  at  their  annual  town  meeting  in  April  seventeen 
hundred  and  eighty  one  elect  a  collector  as  an  annual  officer  who  at 
the  time  of  such  election  did  engage  to  give  security  for  the  faithful! 
performance  of  the  duty  of  his  office;  but  for  his  non-compliance  there- 
with, two  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  said  county,  by  their  warrant  did 
appoint  a  special  town  meeting  on  the  first  day  of  October  last  at  which 
special  town  meeting  Isaac  Smith  of  the  said  precinct  was  elected  a 
collector  of  the  said  precinct,  and  entered  on  the  execution  of  the  office; 
but  doubts  have  since  arisen  whether  the  said  Isaac  Smith  is  legally 
elected  collector, 

XIII.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  said 
Isaac  Smith  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  and  shall  (from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  October  last  until  the  last  annual  town  meeting)  be  deemed  the 
lawfull  collector  of  the  said  precinct. 
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CHAP.  38. 

AN  ACT  to  stay  certain  procecutions  and  for  the  remission  of 
certain  fines  in  the  county  of  Tryon,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  13th  of  April,  1782. 

Whereas  during  the  last  campaign,  and  at  or  about  the  time  when  Preamble, 
the  enemy  penetrated  into  the  county  of  Tryon,  several  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  said  county  were  divested  of  property  for  the  use  of  the 
public,  and  others  were  divested  of  property  which  was  appropria- 
ted to  private  use,  altho'  as  has  been  suggested  without  any  criminal 
intention  in  the  persons  who  took  the  same.  That  compensation  may 
be  made  and  suits  prevented  in  the  said  county, 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in  commis- 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  SSfmSo** 
That   Christopher  Yates   Esquire  of  Schenectady    Henry   Oothoudt  value  of 
Esquire  of  Cats  Kill,  and  John  N.  Bleecker  Esquire  of  the  city  of  Albany,  StS''^ 
be  and  hereby  are  appointed  commissioners  to  estimate  and  assertain 

the  value  of  the  property  so  taken  as  aforesaid  from  every  person  in  the 
said  county  of  Tryon  between  the  first  day  of  January  seventeen  hun- 
dred and  eighty  one,  and  the  first  day  of  January  last;  and  shall  make  a  schedule 
schedule  of  all  such  property  taken  and  appropriated  to  public  use,  ^^ 
specifying  the  articles,  the  value  of  each,  the  time  when  taken,  and  the 
names  of  the  persons  from  whom  the  same  was  taken;  and  shall  also 
declare  to  what  public  use  such  property  shall  appear  to  have  been 
applied ;  a  copy  of  which  schedule  they  shall  transmit  to  the  agent  of  Copy  to  be 
this  State,  who  shall  thereupon  make  out  and  sign  certificates  in  favour  tSd'toTlnd 
of  each  person  so  divested  of  property  for  the  public  use,  and  for  the  sute  agent 
sums  estimated  as  due  to  the  persons  named  in  the  schedule  respectively,  and^sign 
and  shall  transmit  such  certificates  to  the  said  commissioners,  who  shall  ^{^*fn 
thereupon  cause  the  same  to  be  delivered  to  the  persons  entitled  thereto,  favor  of 
and  such  persons  respectively  Ishall  deliver  to  the  said  commissioners  SaSeSIn 
any  certificate  they  may  have  received  from  any  officer  of  this  State,  or  ■cbeduie. 
from  any  officer  of  the  United  States  for  such  property  taken  for  public 
uses  — And  shall  imediately  after  having  adjusted   the  claim  of  any 
person  from  whom  property  hath  been  so  taken,  give  a  certificate  of 
such  adjustment  to  the  person  having  taken  the  same,  and  in  case  of 
any  suit  against  such  person  for  such  property  so  taken,  the  court  wherein 
such  suit  is  or  shall  be  brought  shall  allow  such  certificate  to  be  pleaded 
in  evidence  as  a  bar  to  such  suit — 

II.  And  whereas  the  property  so  taken  as  aforesaid  and  appropriated  to  Penons 
private  uses,  appears  to  have  been  taken  from  Michael  Karman,  Francis  (jgom 
Frey,  John  L.  Davis,  Thomas  Davis,  Michel  Haggle,  William  Shoeman,  property 
John  Morgan,  Baltus  Argisinger,  Godfrey  Ancy,  Jacob  Kaleman,  George  J© SI*" 
Kook,  Jacob  Algire,  Martin  Salmser,  John  W.  Davis,  Thomas  Pratt,  heeo^ 
Baltus  Argisinger  Jun',  Philip  Werner,  John  Halenbeck,  Timothy  M" 
Carty,  William  Kennedy,  William  Grant,  Daniel  M^Griger,  Edward  Con- 
nor, Sarah  Conner,  Elizabeth  Dunn,  and  the  widow  of  John  Van  Slike> 

by  Christian  Ernest,  Amos  Bennett,  William  Stine,  Henry  Cartwright, 
Andrew  Frank,  Micha  Fuller,  Thomas  Shadwick,  James  Kennedy, 
Timothy  Hunt,  Jacob  Ernest,  John  Stine,  Henry  Guile,  Matthias  Dors, 
Samuel  Weeks,  Christian  Service,  Matthias  Waert,  Abraham  Sashe, 
Morris  Waert,  Mark  Hen,  Robert  Robison,  Levi  Guile,  Adam  Hols- 
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berger,   Joseph   Elliot,   John   S.  Haines,   Abraham   Hodges,  William 
Gibson,  Jacob  Elliott,  and  Cornelius  Sixbury. 

II.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  said  com- 
missioners or  any  two  of  them  are  hereby  authorized  by  writing  under 
their  hands  to  declare  the  amount  of  the  value  of  such  property 
taken,  together  with  any  damages  done  and  from  time  to  time  to  declare 
by  whom  of  the  persons  last  mentioned,  and  in  what  proportions  such 
valuations  of  property  and  damages  shall  be  paid  and  borne — 

Provided  always  that  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  major  part  of  the  said 
commissioners,  that  any  of  the  property  of  the  persons  last  mentioned, 
and  which  was  taken  by  the  enemy  was  found  on  any  of  the  persons 
first  mentioned,  the  commissioners  shall  not  direct  any  compensation  to 
such  person  for  any  damages  he  or  she  may  have  sustained,  nor  direct 
compensation  for  any  property  taken  or  damages  done  to  any  person 
who  is  since  gone  within  the  enemies  lines. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  prose- 
cutions on  the  part  of  the  people  of  this  State,  and  all  prosecutions 
commenced  or  to  be  commenced  by  the  said  Michael  Karman,  Francis 
Frey,  John  L.  Davis,  Thomas  Davis,  Michael  Haggle,  William  Shoe- 
man,  John  Morgan,  Baltus  Argisinger,  Godfrey  Ancy,  Jacob  Kaleman, 
George  Kook,  Jacob  Algire,  Martin  Salmser,  John  W.  Davis,  Thomas 
Pratt,  Baltus  Argisinger  Jun',  Philip  Werner,  John  Halenbeck,  Timothy 
M*Carty,  William  Kennedy,  William  Grant,  Daniel  McGriger,  Edward 
Conner,  Sarah  Conner,  Elizabeth  Dunn,  and  the  widow  of  John  Van 
Slike,  or  any  of  them,  from  whom  property  has  been  so  taken 
as  aforesaid  shall  be  and  hereby  are  stayed  against  the  said  Chris- 
tian Ernest,  Amos  Bennett,  William  Stine,  Henry  Cartwright,  Andrew 
Frank,  Micha  Fuller,  Thomas  Shadwick,  James  Kennedy,  Timothy 
Hunt,  Jacob  Ernest,  John  Stine,  Henry  Guile,  Matthias  Dors,  Samuel 
Weeks,  Christian  Service,  Matthias  Waert,  Abraham  Sashe,  Morris 
Waert,  Mark  Hen,  Robert  Robison,  Levi  Guile,  Adam  Holsberger, 
Joseph  Elliot,  John  S.  Haines,  Abraham  Hodges,  William  Gibson, 
Jacob  Elliot  and  Cornelius  Sixbury,  on  their  respectively  paying,  or 
securing  to  be  paid  in  such  manner  as  the  said  commissioners,  or  any 
two  of  them  shall  direct,  such  sum  oi  sums,  and  to  such  person  or 
persons,  for  the  value  of  the  property  so  taken  or  damages  done,  as  by 
the  said  commissioners  or  any  two  of  theih  shall  be  awarded;  and  the 
persons  respectively  who  shall  have  so  paid  or  secured  to  pay  the  sum 
or  sums  so  awarded,  shall  thereupon  receive  from  the  said  commission- 
ers or  any  two  of  them  such  certificate  thereof  as  they  shall  deem  and 
think  proper ;  which  certificate,  duly  proved,  may  be  given  in  evidence 
in  any  court  within  this  State,  and  shall  by  such  court  be  deemed  a  suf- 
ficient bar  against  any  prosecution  on  th^  part  of  the  people  of  this 
State,  commenced  or  to  be  commenced  for  having  taken  such  propert)' 
as  aforesaid,  and  shall  also  be  a  bar  against  any  suit  commenced  or  to 
be  commenced  by  the  said  Michael  Karman  and  every  other  of  the 
said  before  mentioned  persons  from  whom  property  was  taken  as  afore- 
said, and  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  are  hereby  au- 
thorized to  subpoena  and  cause  to  come  before  them,  and  examine  on 
oath  such  witness  or  witnesses  as  they  may  think  proper  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  the  value  of  such  property  taken  and  damages 
done,  provided  the  value  of  such  property  and  damages  be  ascertained 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April  next — 

IV.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  Christian 
Ernest,  Amos  Bennet,  William  Stine,  Henry  Cartwright,  Andrew  Frank, 
Micha  Fuller,  Thomas  Shadwick,  James  Kennedy,  Timothy  Hunt,  Jacob 
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Ernest,  John  Stine,  Henry  Guile,  Matthias  Dors,  Samuel  Weeks,  Chris- 
tian Service,  Matthias  Waert,  Abraham  Sashe;  Moris  Waert,  Mark  Hen, 
Robert  Robison,  Levi  Guile,  Adam  Holsberger,  Joseph  Eliot,  John  S. 
Haines,  Abraham  Hodges,  William  Gibson,  Jacob  Elliot  and  Cornelius 
Sixbury,  shall  pay  and  satisfy  the  said  commissioners,  all  reasonable 
charges  for  their  attendance  on  said  business. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  fines  Fines  re- 
and  forfeitures  incurred  by  any  person  in  the  county  of  Tryon,  for  hav-  ™*^**^- 
ing  kept  a  tavern,  or  sold  spiritdus  liquors  without  a  lycence  from  the 
justice  of  the  peace  or  supervisors  of  the  county  between  the  first  day 
of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  one  and  the  first 
day  of  March  last,  shall  be  and  are  hereby  remitted. 


CHAP.  39. 

AN  ACT  more  effectually  to  prevent  illicit  trade  with  the  enemy. 

Passed  the  13th  of  April,  1782. 

I.  Beit  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented  in  Goods 
Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  f^^**^ 
That  all  goods  wares  and  merchandizes,  other  than  such  as  are  herein  places 
^ter  excepted,  whicli  shall  have  been  brought  from  any  place  within  the  poBslssion 
possession  of  the  enemy,  and  which  shall  after  the  first  day  of  May  Jj^^® 
next  be  brought  into  any  part  of  this  State  not  in  the  possession  of  the  contra- 
enemy,  shall  be  considered  as  contraband  goods,  and  be  liable  to  seizure  ^*°*** 
and  condemnation. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  after  the  Lawful  to 
first  day  of  May  next  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  per-  SJ^^m© 
sons  whatsoever  to  seize  and  take  all  goods  wares  and  merchandizes,  before 
which  he  or  they  may  find  within,  or  passing  through  any  part  of  this  iroceSi- 
State,  not  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy,  and  supposed  to  be  liable  to  ^w 
seizure  and  condemnation  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  the  said  goods 

wares  and  merchandizes  which  shall  be  so  seized  and  taken,  together 
with  the  person  or  persons  in  whose  possession  the  same  shall  be  found, 
to  convey  to  and  bring  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county 
wherein  such  seizure  shall  be  made ;  which  said  justice  shall  take  pos- 
session of  the  said  goods  wares  and  merchandizes,  and  shall  give  to  each 
of  the  parties  that  shall  pay  for  the  same,  a  true  and  particular  inven- 
tory of  the  said  goods  wares  and  merchandises,  and  shall  without  delay 
appoint  a  time  and  place  for  the  trial  of  the  same,  in  which  trial  the 
captor  or  captors  shall  be  considered  as  plaintif  or  plaintifs  and  the 
person  or  persons  in  whose  possession  the  same  were  found,  as  defend- 
ant or  defendants;  and  unless  the  defendant  or  defendants  shall  make  it 
appear,  by  witnesses  or  otherwise,  upon  the  trial  of  the  cause,  to  such 
justice,  or  to  a  jury  which  shall  be  allowed  to  either  party,  if  required, 
in  like  manner  as  is  allowed  on  the  trial  of  causes  before  justices  of  the 
peace,  that  such  goods  wares  and  merchandises  were  legally  imported 
and  not  subject  to  condemnation  by  this  act,  such  goods  wares  and 
merchandizes  shall  be  condemned,  the  one  half  to  the  use  of  the  captor 
or  captors,  and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  people  of  this  State, 
altho*  the  value  of  such  goods  wares  or  merchandises  should  exceed 
the  sum  of  ten  pounds. 

Provided  that  the  defendant  or  defendants  in  such  cause  may  be  al- 
lowed twenty  days  after  the  seizure  of  such  goods  to  prepare  for  triaL 
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III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  after  the 
said  fii^t  day  of  May  next,  any  person  or  persons  shall  apply  to  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  of  any  county  within  this  State  for  a  warrant  to 
search  for  contraband  goods,  and  shall  make  oath  that  he  or  they  sus- 
pect and  verily  belieye  that  goods  wares  and  merchandizes  by  this  act 
declared  to  be  contraband,  are  deposited  or  concealed  in  the  dwelling 
house,  out-house  or  other  buildings  of  any  particular  person  or  persons 
in  such  county,  the  said  justice  shall  forthwith  issue  his  warrant  directed 
to  a  constable  of  the  county,  requiring  him  to  make  diligent  search 
in  such  suspected  place  or  places,  to  be  mentioned  in  such  warrant,  for 
contraband  goods,  and  to  break  t)pen  the  doors  of  any  house  or  out- 
house, for  the  purpose  of  making  any  such  search,  if  admittance  shall 
be  refused;  and  that  if  he  shall  upon  such  search  find  any  such  goods, 
he  shall  before  the  removal  of  such  goods,  in  the  presence  of  two  repu- 
table free-holders,  make  and  subscribe  with  his  name,  a  just  inventory 
of  all  the  goods  by  him  seized,  and  deliver  the  same,  to  the  possessor  of 
the  house,  out-house  or  place  where  the  same  goods  were  found  or 
seized;  and  cause  the  same  goods  to  be  brought  before  the  said  justice, 
and  to  give  notice  by  advertisements  to  be  fixed  up  at  the  place  where 
such  goods  shall  be  found,  that  the  claimant  or  claimants  forthwith  ap- 
pear before  the  said  justice  and  support  his  or  their  claim  —  That  the 
said  constable  shall  execute  such  warrant  in  the  day  time  only,  and  shall 
take  to  his  assistance  two  reputable  freeholders  of  the  county,  and  with 
them  only,  unless  he  meet  with  opposition,  execute  the  said  warrant  and 
if  by  virtue  of  such  warrant  any  such  goods  shall  be  brought  before 
such  justice,  the  said  justice  shall  in  all  respects  proceed  in  like  man- 
ner as  is  directed  in  the  second  enacting  clause;,  the  person  or  persons 
applying  for  such  warrant  to  be  considered  as  plaintif  or  plaintifs: 

Provided  always,  that  if  no  claimant  appear  within  twenty  days  after  no- 
tice given  by  advertisement  as  aforesaid,  the  said  justice  shall  give  judg- 
ment in  favor  of  the  plaintif  or  plaintifs. 

I V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  no  jus- 
tice or  jury  shall  by  virtue  of  this  act  condemn  the  wearing  apparel  or 
household  furniture  of  any  person  or  persons,  nor  any  goods  wares  or 
merchandises  that  shall  be  imported  by  virtue  of  a  permissiofi  in  writ- 
ing heretofore  given  by  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this 
State  for  the  time  being,  nor  any  goods  wares  or  merchandises  which 
shall  have  been  captured  from  the  enemy,  or  that  shall  have  been  seized 
and  condemned  in  any  of  the  United  States  as  contraband,  any  thing 
herein  contained  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  upon 
the  seizure  of  any  goods  by  a  constable  as  aforesaid,  any  person  or  per- 
sons shall  before  the  removal  of  such  goods  by  the  constable,  enter 
into  bond  to  the  said  constable  with  good  security,  in  double  the  value 
of  the  goods  so  seized  to  deliver  the  same  to  the  justice  on  their  being 
condemned,  that  in  such  case  the  said  goods  shall  be  permitted  to  re- 
main where  seized,  and  the  constable  shall  under  the  inspection  of  the 
two  freeholders  he  shall  have  taken  to  his  assistance,  make  an  inventory 
of  the  goods  so  seized  and  deliver  the  same  with  the  said  bond  to  the 
justice,  who  shall  thereupon  proceed  in  every  respect  as  if  the  said 
goods  had  been  brought  before  him;  and  in  case  such  defendant  or  de- 
fendants shall  not  deliver  such  goods  wares  and  merchandises,  if  the 
same  shall  be  condemned,  to  the  order  of  the  justice  of  the  peace  be- 
fore whom  they  were  condemned,  such  justice  shall  summon  such  obli- 
gors in  writing  by  directing  copies  of  such  summons  to  be  left  at  their  re- 
spective places  of  abode  or  the  place  of  abode  of  either  of  them  and 
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upon  their  delaying  or  refusing  to  fulfill  the  condition  of  such  bond,  to 
enter  judgment  against  them  for  the  said  penalty  and  grant  an  execu- 
tion directing  the  constable,  of  the  goods  and  chatties,  lands  and  tene- 
ments of  the  obligors  in  such  bond  mentioned,  to  cause  to  be  made 
the  sum  specified  in  the  said  bond,  with  the  costs,  and  for  want  of  such 
goods  and  chatties  lands  and  tenements,  to  commit  the  said  obligors  to 
the  common  gaol,  there  to  remain  until  the  said  sum  with  the  costs 
shall  be  satisfied. — 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  tJie  authority  aforesaid^  That  whenever  if  judg- 
in  a  cause  to  be  tried  by  virtue  of  this  act,  judgment  shall  be  given  for  JJJdefejd- 
the  defendant  or  defendants,  the  goods  wares  and  merchandizes  shall  »nt  (roods 
be  restored,  and  the  plaintif  or  plaintifs  shall  pay  all  fees  and  other  tSrned  aod 
necessary  and  incidental  charges.     But  where  any  goods   wares  and  piaiDtiffto 
merchandizes  shall  be  condemned,  the  same  shall  be  delivered  to  one  of  ^\^^' 
the  collectors  in  the  county  in  which  such  condemnation  shall  have  are  con- 
been  made,  which  collector  shall  under  the  inspection  of  such  justice,  constable 
sell  the  said  goods  wares  and  merchandizes  at  public  vendue,  first  giv-  ^  *®"^#*^ 
ing  at  least  eight  days  notice  by  advertisement,  to  be  fixed  up  in  at  least  giving 
four  public  places  of  such  county,  of  the  time  and  place  of  such  ven-  ^^^^' 
due:  Provided,  that  the  goods  so  to  be   sold  do  not  in  the  opinion  of 
the  justice  exceed  in  value  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds;  and  that  where 
the  goods  so  to  be  sold  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds,  the  col- 
lector appointed  to  sell  the  same  shall  by  advertisement,  to  be  published 
in  one  of  the  news  papers  printed  in  this  State,  give  notice  of  the  time 
and  place  of  such  sale;  which  time,  shall  be  less  than  twenty  days  after 
such  publication  in  the  news  paper;  and  shall  also  by  advertisement,  to 
be  put  up  in  at  least  four  public  places  in  the  district,  publish  such  time 
and  place.     That  all  fees  and  incidental  charges  of  the  seizure,  trial  and  Fees,  etc., 
sale  of  the  said  goods  wares  and  merchandizes  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  ^J^/*p{.^ 
monies  arising  from  such  sale  or  sales;  and  the  one  moiety  of  the  re-  ceedsof 
mainder  of  such  monies  shall  by  the  said  collector  be  paid  to  the  plain-      *' 
tif  or  plaintifs,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  county  treasurer  of  the 
county,  in  which  such  seizure  shall  be  made,  to  be  by  the  said  treasurer 
paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  State,  for  the  use  of  the  people  of  this 
State:     And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  justice  by  writing  to  be  by  him 
signed,  to  inform  the  county  treasurer  of  the  sum  or  sums  of  money 
which  the  said  collector  shall  have  to  pay  to  the  said  treasurer,  out  of 
the  monies  that  shall  arise  from  such  sale  or  sales  as  aforesaid. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  no  British  British 
goods  shall  be  deemed  or  taken  to  be  captured  goods  importable  into  §2emed^*^ 
this  State,  unless  the  person  importing  the  same  shall  produce  a  certifi-  capered 
cate  subscribed  by  a  judge  of  the  superior  court  of  the  State,  or  a  judge  p2?tabie  ' 
of  the  inferior  court  of  the  county  from  whence  such  goods  are  im-  ^y^^^^l' 
ported,  purporting  that  the  person  from  whom  the  goods  were  bought  produced, 
had  personally  appeared  before  him,  and  had  made  oath,  that  the  goods 
were  prize  goods,  captured  from  the  enemy;  and  particularly  mentioning 
the  name  of  the  vessel  on  board  which  they  were  captured,  and  the 
port  from  whence  and  to  which  she  was  bound,  and  that  the  goods  were 
legally  condemned,  which  oath  shall  be  annexed  to  the  invoice: 

Provided  always,  that  no  such  captured  British  goods  shall  be  brought  Proviso  as 
into  this  Slate,  if  the  vessell  in  which  they  were  captured,  had  sailed  {J^J^t 
from  any  port  on  the  continent  of  America,  and  was  bound  to  any  port  captured, 
on  the  same  continent,  south  of  the  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  or  had  sailed 
from  any  island  heretofore  deemed  a  part  of  any  of  the  late  British  col- 
onies on  the  American  continent,  and  was  bound  to  any  port  on  the  said 
continent  south  of  the  gulph  aforesaid,  or  to  any  such  island  as  aforesaid. 
6i 
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act. 


VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  whenever 
the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being, 
shall  receive  such  information  as  may  merit  his  credit,  that  any  one  of 
the  States  east  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  shall  have  neglected  to  pass, 
or  having  passed  a  law  in  conformity  to  the  act  of  congress  of  the  sec- 
ond day  of  January  last,  have  repealed  the  same,  or  that  congress  shall 
have  recommended  a  repeal  of  such  laws,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
him,  and  he  is  hereby  required  by  proclamation  to  be  issued  and  pub- 
lished in  one  or  more  of  the  news  papers  in  this  State,  to  suspend  this 
act;  which  suspension  shall  be  in  force  until  twenty  days  next  after  the 
first  day  of  the  meeting  of  the  legislature  after  such  proclamation. 


CHAP.  40. 


Preamble. 


State 
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Ibid. 


AN  ACT  fo  rthe  further  direction  of  the  State  agent,  with  respect 
to  forage,  and  the  collection  of  specific  supplies. 

Passed  the  13th  of  April,  1782. 

Whereas  the  army  of  the  United  States  heretofore  have  taken  and 
been  supplied  with  forrage,  pasture,  firewood,  timber  and  other  articles 
belonging  to  this  State,  without  any  account  having  been  taken  or 
vouchers  given  for  the  same — 

And  whereas  it  is  probable  that  the  army  will  operate  in  this  State  in 
the  ensuing  campai^,  and  it  may  therefore  be  necessary  that  they  should 
be  furnished  with  similar  articles  belonging  to  this  State,  or  the  inhabi- 
tants thereof,  and  in  order  to  obtain  payment  therefor  it  is  requisite 
that  some  person  should  be  appointed  to  take  account  thereof,  receive 
vouchers,  and  superintend  the  same — 

I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented 
in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 
That  it  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  State  agent,  either 
by  himself,  or  such  deputy  or  deputies  as  he  shall  appoint,  to  attend  the 
army  whenever  the  said  agent  shall  judge  it  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
supplying  the  said  army,  or  any  detachment  thereof,  with  any  forage  or 
pasture  belonging  to  this  State,  which  the  quarter  master  general  or  any 
of  his  deputies  may  apply  for  to  the  said  agent  or  his  deputy,  and  to  re- 
ceive payment  or  proper  certificates  or  vouchers  for  the  same,  according 
to  the  valuation  which  shall  be  agreed  on  by  and  between  the  said  agent 
or  his  deputy,  and  the  quarter  master  general  or  his  deputy.  And 
in  case  of  any  such  supplies  of  forrage,  grass,  timber,  wood  or  other 
articles  belonging  to  this  State,  being  furnished  to,  or  supplied  for  the 
use  of  the  army,  if  the  said  agent  or  his  deputy  cannot  agree  with  the 
quarter  master  or  his  deputy  upon  the  value  of  any  such  article  or  arti- 
cles so  supplied  or  taken,  or  cannot  agree  on  one  or  more  persons  to  de- 
termine the  same,  to  ascertain  the  value  thereof,  it  shall  be  lawfuU  for  the 
said  agent  or  his  deputy  to  choose  one  person,  provided  the  quarter 
master  or  his  deputy  will  choose  another  person,  which  two  persons  so 
chosen,  in  case  they  cannot  agree  may  choose  a  third  person,  and.  the 
judgment  of  any  two  of  the  said  three  persons  so  chosen,  shall  be  bind- 
ing in  respect  to  the  value  and  quantity  of  such  article  so  taken  or 
supplied 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall 
be,  and  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  said  agent  or  his  deputy,  in  like 
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manner  as  aforesaid  to  agree  on  the  value  of  any  forrage,  pasture,  timber, 
wood  or  other  articles,  which  may  be  supplied  to  the  army  as  aforesaid, 
from  any  farm  or  plantation  where  no  person  is  in  possession  thereof, 
although  the  same  may  not  be  the  property  of  the  State,  and  to  receive 
the  money  or  take  a  certificate  therefor;  noting  in  a  book  to  be  kept  by 
him  for  that  purpose,  the  quantity  and  value  of  such  articles  and  the  name 
of  the  person  to  whom  the  same  may  be  deemed  to  belong. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidyThdX  whenever  the  ibid, 
army  shall  be  furnished  with  any  forrage,  pasture,  timber,  wood  or  other 
articles,  from  the  farm  or  plantation  of  any  person  who  may  be  in  pos- 
session of  the  same,  or  which  may  be  in  possession  of  any  other  person 
by  his  order  or  appointment,  and  any  difficulty  shall  arise  either  in  ascer- 
taining the  value,  or  in  obtaining  payment  or  proper  certificates  or 
vouchers  therefor,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State  agent  or  his  assistant, 
upon  application  in  writing,  of  any  such  person  to  agree  with  the  quarter- 
master or  his  deputy  on  the  value  of  such  article,  or  cause  appraisment 
thereof  to  be  made  as  aforesaid,  and  to  receive  pajmient  or  proper  certifi- 
cates or  vouchers  therefor,  to  the  use  of  the  said  person  or  persons, 
to  whom  he  shall  pay  or  deliver  the  same. 

VI.  And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  Value  of 
State  agent  be,  and  is  hereby  directed  by  witnesses  or  otherwise,  to  ascer-  Jj^f^g^ 
tain  in  the  best  manner  in  his  power,  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  wheat,  queitered 
forage,  pasture,  firewood  and  timber,  sequestered  or  forfeited  to  the  peo-  ^nain^. 
pie  of  this  State,  which  has  been  supplied  by  this  State  to  the  United 
States,  or  which  has  been  taken  or  made  use  of  by  the  army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  this  State,  for  which  no  account  has  been  made  or  rendered 
or  voucher  given,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  charged  by  this  State  to 
the  United  States. 

V.  And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  Agent  not 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  no  suit  shall  be  commenced  by  the  State  memS 
agent  in  pursuance  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  procure  supplies  for  suits, 
the  use  of  the  army,  and  to  prevent  a  monopoly  of  cattle  within  this 
State,  and  more  effectually  to  prevent  supplies  of  cattle  to  the  enemy," 
passed  the  twenty  fourth  of  June,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty:  and 
that  the  said  State  agent  shall  not  commence  any  suit  against  any  person, 
whose  house  barn  or  crop  of  grain  has  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
since  the  twenty  seventh  day  of  March  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty 
one,  and  whose  name  shall  be  delivered  .to  the  assistant  State  agent,  by 
the  respective  supervisors  of  the  different  districts,  for  any  tax  or  assess- 
ments made  in  pursuance  of  an  act  entitled  '*  An  act  for  procuring  a 
quantity  of  wheat  by  an  equal  tax  in  kind,"  passed  March  twenty  sev- 
enth seventeen  hundred  and  eighty  one,  or  in  pursuance  of  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  for  obtaining  a  supply  of  flour  for  the  army,"  passed 
the  twenty  ninth  day  of  June  last. 


CHAP.  41. 

AN  ACT  for  the  further  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  troops 
of  this  State,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Passed  the  i3ih  of  April,  1782. 

Whereas  there  is  due  to  the  troops  of  this  State  in  the  service  of  the  Preamble. 
United  States,  the  pay  for  five  months  accrued  during  the  year  seven- 
teen hundred  and  eighty  vizt.  From  the  first  day  of  August  to  the  last 
of  December  both  included. 
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And  whereas  the  legislature  did  by  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  several  officers  of  government,  and  of  cer- 
tain debts  due  from  this  State,"  passed  the  first  day  of  July  last,  make 
provision  for  the  discharge  of  the  pay  for  one  month ;  and  by  an  act 
entitled  "  An  act  for  levying  a  tax  within  this  State,"  passed  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  November  last,  make  provision  for  the  discharge  of  the  pay 
for  two  months;  and  have  by  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  raising  the 
sura  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds,  and  the  further  sum  of  eighteen 
thousand  pounds,  by  tax  within  this  State,  and  for  settling  public 
accounts,^*  passed  at  this  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  made  pro- 
vision for  the  payment  of  twelve  thousand  pounds  on  account,  for 
arrears  of  pay  due  between  the  first  day  of  August,  seventeen  hundred 
and  eighty,  and  the  first  day  of  January  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty 
one,  and  which  said  several  provisions  are  intended  for  the  discharge  of 
the  pay  for  the  said  five  months  above  specified.  In  order  therefore  to 
a  settlement  of  the  pay  which  has  accrued  during  the  year  seventeen 
hundred  and  eighty  one 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorky  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  scmuy 
That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  auditors  appointed  to  liquidate  and  set- 
tle the  accounts  of  the  troops  of  this  State  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  regiment 
of  artillery,  and  the  two  regiments  of  infantry  of  this  State  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  for  their  pay  which  has  accrued  from  the  first  day 
of  January  to  the  last  day  of  December  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty 
one  both  days  included.  That  in  the  settlement  of  such  accounts,  the 
said  auditors  shall  charge  the  officers  and  privates  with  the  articles  of 
clothing  which  were  delivered  to  them  since  the  year  seventeen  hundred 
and  eighty,  on  account  of  this  State,  at  the  prices  at  which  the  same  were 
directed  to  be  delivered.  That  the  said  auditors  shall  from  time  to  time 
transmit  to  the  treasurer  of  this  State,  the  names  of  the  different  persons 
whose  accounts  shall  be  so  settled,  together  with  the  amount  of  the 
ballance  due  to  each  person  respectively,  and  which  the  treasurer  shall 
enter  in  a  book,  to  be  provided  by  him  for  the  purpose.  That  the  said 
ballances  shall  be  deemed  to  bear  an  interest  of  six  per  cent  per  annum, 
to  be  paid  annually  in  specie,  and  to  be  deemed  to  commence  on  the 
first  day  of  January  last,  and  that  the  legislature  will  provide  for  the 
pajmient  of  the  said  ballances  within  one  year  after  the  termination  of  the 
present  war,  and  for  the  punctual  annual  payment  of  such  interest  in 
the  mean  time. 

And  whereas  it  hath  been  suggested  that  a  payment  was  made  to  the 
said  troops  during  the  last  campaign; 

II.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  such  pay- 
ment as  far  as  to  the  amount  thereof,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  for  pay 
accrued  since  the  last  day  of  December  last. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  • 
ballances  or  the  interest,  thereof,  shall  not  be  paid  to  any  assignee,  but 
shall  only  be  paid  to  the  officer  or  private  to  whom  they  are  respectively 
due  his  executors  or  administrators. 
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CHAP.  42. 

A  SUPPLEMENTARY  ACT  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  further  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  this  State  "  passed  the 
twentieth  November  last. 

Passed  the  13th  of  April,  1782. 

Whereas  doubts  may  arise  whether  the  troops  directed  to  be  raised  Preamble, 
by  virtue  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  further  defence  of  the 
frontiers  of  this  State  "  passed  the  twentieth  of  November  last,  are  to  be 
under  the  command  of  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States:     To  remedy  which, 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Troops 
Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  Jjl^f^id* 
That  all  the  troops  raised  or  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  the  said  act,  shall  be  aniciee  of 
and  hereby  are  declared  to  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  ^'^^' 
established  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  army  of  the  said  States,  and  shall  as  soon  as  the  said  troops 
shall  be  raised  and  the  detachments  made  for  the  purpose  of  completing 
the  regiments  of  this  State  serving  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  be 
under  the  command  of  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  said  army 

Provided  always,  That  none  of  the  said  troops  or  any  partor  detach-  whereto 
ment  thereof,  shall  serve  out  of  this  State  without  the  consent  of  the '"' 
person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being, 
except  such  part  thereof  as  may  be  detached  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
pleteing  the  regiments  of  this  State  serving  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States  by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  raising  troops  to  com- 
plete the  line  of  this  State  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  and  the  two 
regiments  to  be  raised  on  bounties  of  unappropriated  lands,  and  for  the 
defence  of  the  frontiers  of  this  State,"  passed  at  this  present  meeting  of 
the  legislature. 


CHAP.  43. 

AN  ACT  for  pardoning  certain  offences  committed  in  the  north- 
eastern part  of  this  State. 

Passed  the  14th  of  April.  1782. 

Whereas  diverse  inhabitants  residing  in  the  northeastern  parts  of  this  Preamble. 
State  who  have  heretofore  denied  the  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  of  the 
people  of  this  State  in  and  over  that  part  of  this  State,  and,  by  their 
•unwarrantable  combinations,  created  commotions  to  the  great  disturb- 
ance of  the  peace  and  tranquility  of  this  State,  have  by  their  humble 
petition  to  the  legislature  represented  that  they  were  seduced  and  mis- 
lead by  artful  and  designing  men  from  their  duty  and  allegiance  to  this 
State,  and  have  moreover  professed  a  sincere  repentance  of  their  crimes 
and  misdemeanors  and  implored  the  clemency  of  government  and 
humbly  entreated  the  passing  of  an  act  of  indemnity  oblivion  and  par- 
don and  this  legislature  being  disposed  to  extend  mercy. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre-  Penons 
senUd  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  P««»oned. 
the  same.  That  all  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  who  dwell  and 
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reside  north  of  the  north  bounds  of  the  State  of  Massachusets  con- 
tinued to  Hudsons  river,  east  of  Hudsons  river  south  of  the  latitude 
forty  five  degrees  north  and  west  of  Connecticut  river,  are  hereby  acquit- 
ted pardoned  released  and  discharged  from  all  treasons  felonies  and 
conspiracies  whatsoever  at  any  time  heretofore  done  and  committed  by 
them  or  any  of  them  against  the  people  of  the  State  of  New  York  as 
.     sovereign  thereof  or  against  the  government  and  authority  derived  from 
or  established  by  the  said  people  all  capital  corporal  or  pecuniary  pun- 
ishment, fines  and  forfeitures,  judgments  and  executions  to  which  they 
severally  were  liable  in  consequence  of  the  crimes  and  offences  afore- 
said are  hereby  remitted  and  discharged  and  all  and  every  the  said 
persons  shall  be  and  hereby  are  fully  and  wholly  restored  in  person  and 
estate  to  the  same  State  and  condition  wherein  they  severally  were  at  any 
time  before  the  said  crimes  and  offences  were  committed  or  perpetrated. 
Pardon  Dot      And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  no  per- 
to  Crimea    son  or  persons  whatsoever  shall  have  the  benefit  of  the  said  pardon  for 
Sad*^***^**  the   purpose  of  pleading    the   same  against    any  charge  of   treason 
murder,      or  other  offence  already  found  or  hereafter  to  be  found  against  them  or 
any  of  them  for  adhering  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  the  enemy  of 
this  State  or  for  any  murder,  or  that  such  pardon  shall  be  a  bar  to  a 
conviction  judgment  or  execution  for  the  said  treason  or  other  offence 
last  mentioned  or  for  murder  as  aforesaid. 


CHAP.  44. 

AN  ACT  for  quieting  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  north- 
eastern parts  of  this  State. 

Passed  the  14th  of  April,  1782. 

Patents  or       Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in 
Sndsl^g  ^if«^/<?  and  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
within        That  all  charters  patents  or  grants  for  lands  within  this  State,  Ijring 
dMorlbed,  within  the  following  bounds  to  wit. — Beginning  at  a  certain  point  in  the 
Imd^ccm-    ^^^^  bank  of  Connecticut  river,  where  the  boundary  line  between  the 
Armed.  '    States  of  Massachusets  and  New  Hampshire  if  continued  across  the 
said  river  would  intersect  the  said  west  bank,  and  running  from  the  said 
point  along  the  west  bank  of  Connecticut  river  to  the  latitude  of  forty 
five  degrees  north  thence  westerly  in  the  said  latitude  to  the  west  side 
of  Missisqua  bay  in  Lake  Champlain,  thence  westerly  in  the  said  lati- 
tude to  the  east  bank  of  the  waters  of  the  said  lake  thence  southerly 
along  the  east  bank  of  the  said  lake  and  the  waters  thereof  to  the  most 
southerly  point  where  any  of  the  grants  heretofore  issued  or  made  by 
the  late  government  of  the  late  colony  of  New  Hampshire  come  to  the. 
said  lake,  thence  along  the  south  and  west  bounds  of  the  said  grants;  or 
as  the  said  grants  are  now  held  or  possessed  under  such  grants  so  far 
south  as  to  meet  with  a  line  continued  from  the  first  mentioned  bound- 
ary between  the  States  of  Massachusets  and  New  Hampshire  through 
the  said  place  or  point  of  beginning  thence  easterly  by  the  said  con- 
tinued line  as  aforesaid  to  the  place  or  point  of  beginning  made  or  is- 
sued by  the  ggvemment  of  the  late  colony  now  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  which  were  made  or  issued  prior  to  any  charter  patent  or 
grant  for  the  same  lands  heretofore  made  or  issued  by  the  government 
of  the  late  colony  now  State  of  New  York  or  by  the  government  of  any 
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other  colony  shall  be  and  hereby  are  ratified  and  confirmed  to  the  re- 
spective grantees  their  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever,  and  every  such  prior 
charter  patent  or  grant  is  hereby  declared  to  be  as  legal  and  valid  to 
all  intents  constructions  and  purposes  whatsoever  as  if  the  same  had 
been  made  or  isued  under  the  great  seal  of  the  said  late  colony  of  New 
York  or  had  been  made  or  issued  under  the  great  seal  of  this  State, 
and  as  such  may  be  given  and  shall  be  allowed  in  evidence  in  every 
court  of  record  within  this  State,  and  no  such  charter  patent  or  grant 
hereby  ratified  and  confirmed  as  aforesaid  shall  be  deemed  void  or  in 
any  wise  injured  by  reason  of  the  nonperformance  of  any  condition  or 
provisoe  therein  contained,  or  by  reason  of  the  nonpayment  of  any  quit 
rent  therein  reserved,  any  law  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  thereof 
notwithstanding: 

Provided  always  that  any  person  or  persons  who  heretofore  held  or  ProTtso  as 
claimed  lands  under  grants  from  the  late  colony  of  New  Hampshire  *o  ^^ 
who  have  afterwards  obtained  grants  for  the  same  lands  either  to  them-  which 
selves  or  to' others  in  trust  for  them  under  the  late  colony  of  New  York  ^^ed  to 
operating  as  a  confirmation  thereof;  in  such  case  or  cases  such  person  be  held, 
or  persons  or  their  assignees  shall  be  deemed  for  ever  hereafter  to  hold 
the  said  lands  by  the  latter  title. 

Amf  whereas  many  of  the  inhabitants  residing  within  the  district  of  Proviso  as 
country  above  deyribed  did  in  or  about  the  year  one  thousand  seven  JJ^Se  E? 
hundred  and  seventy  seven  declare  themselves  an  independant  people  assumed 
and  did  assume  a  government  under  the  name,  stile  or  title  of  the  gov-  mentof 
emment  of  the  State  of  Vermont  or  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  the  Vermont, 
said  assumed  government  hath  made  grants  of  lands  within  the  said 
territory: 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  charters  Charters, 
patents  or  grants  of  lands  so  made  or  issued  before  the  passing  of  this  Jj^*.*  "** 
act  and  which  were  made  or  issued  prior  to  any  charter  patent  or  grant 
for  the  same  lands  heretofore  made  or  issued  by  the  government  of  the 
late  colony  of  New  York  shall  be  and  hereby  are  ratified  and  confirmed 
to  the  respective  grantees  their  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever;  and  such 
charters  patents  or  grants  are  hereby  declared  to  be  as  legal  and  valid 
to  all  intents  constructions  and  purposes  whatsoever  as  if  the  same  had 
been  made  or  issued  by  the  government  of  this  State  and  as  such  may 
be  given  and  shall  be  allowed  in  evidence  in  any  court  of  record  within 
this  State  and  no  such  charter  patent  or  grant  so  ratified  and  con- 
finned  as  last  aforesaid,  shall  be  deemed  void  or  in  any  wise  injured  by 
reason  of  the  nonperformance  of  any  condition  or  proviso  therein  con- 
tained, or  by  reason  of  the  nonpayment  of  any  quit  rent  therein  re- 
served any  law  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

III.  And  be'  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  per-  Parsons  in 
sons  now  actually  occupying  possessing  and  improving  lands  within  the  ^  i^iv<? 
said  district  of  country  or  who  did  at  any  time  before  the  passing  of  patents. 
this  act  actually  occupy  possess  and  improve  lands  therein  not  hereto- 
fore granted  by  any  late  colony  shall  be  and  they  and  their  legal  repre- 
sentatives respectively  are  hereby  confirmed  in  such  their  respective 
possessions  and  improvements   and   shall    have  and   receive  patents 
therefor  from  the  government  of  this  State  without  paying  for  such  pat- 
ent any  fee  or  reward,  the  expence  of  surveying  such  lands  excepted; 

Provided  that  no  such  patent  as  last  aforesaid  shall  issue  for  more  Quantity 
than  the  quantity  of  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  where  such  occu- 1™ il^ 
pant  possessor  or  improver  or  legal  representative  shall  not  have  pos-  hundred    . 
sessed  the  said  quantity  of  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  he  or  she  shall  *^'*"' 
respectively  be  allowed  and  granted  such  additional  quantity  of  land 
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out  of  any  vacant  unappropriated  lands  lying  contiguous  to  such  pos- 
sessions as  shall  be  equal  to  the  deficiency. 

And  whereas  it  is  the  intention  of  the  legislature  that  such  parts  of 
this  act  as  relate  to  quietting  or  confirming  titles  and  possessions  within 
the  district  of  country  as  aforesaid  should  not  take  .effect  and  that  the 
inhabitants  residing  within  the  said  district  of  country  should  not  have 
the  benefits  thereby  intended  unless  they  should  agree  to  renounce  the 
said  assumed  government  and  return  to  their  allegiance  to  the  govern- 
ment of  this  State. 

IV.  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That,  upon 
application  of  commissioners  or  agents  authorized  and  appointed  by  the 
inhabitants  residing  in  the  said  district  of  country  or  by  the  inhabitants 
of  any  town  or  towns  or  district  or  districts  therein  to  the  person  ad- 
ministring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  touching  or 
concerning  the  ratifying  confirming  and  quietting  any  titles  to  or  pos- 
sessions of  lands  within  the  district  aforesaid  in  cases  not  provided  for 
by  this  act  and  of  and  concerning  the  mode  manner  terms  and  condi- 
tions agreable  to  and  on  which  the  inhabitants  within  the  district  of 
country  aforesaid  shall  agree  to  renounce  the  said  assumed  government 
and  acknowledge  allegiance  to  the  government  of  this  State,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State 
for  the  time  being  by  and  with  the  advice  and  conseiit  of  the  council 
of  appointment  to  appoint  and  commissionate  under  the  great  seal  of 
this  State  three  commissioners  to  meet  confer  and  agree  with  such 
commissioners  or  agents  authorized  and  appointed  by  the  said  in- 
habitants of  the  said  district  of  country  or  by  the  inhabitants  of  any 
town  or  towns  district  or  districts  therem  on  all  and  singular  the  mat- 
ters and  things  -  abovementioned  and  all  compacts  agreements  and 
acts  entered  into  made  or  done  by  the  said  commissioners  to  be  ap- 
pointed on  behalf  of  this  State  or  any  two  of  them  of  or  concerning 
the  premisses  shall  be  finally  conclusive  and  binding  on  the  government 
of  this  State. 

Provided  nevertheless  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  authorize  the  said  commissioners  to  agree  to  cede  or  relin- 
quish the  jurisdiction  of  this  State  over  the  district  of  country  aforesaid 
or  any  part  thereof  to  any  people,  assemblies  of  people  or  person  or 
persons  whatsoever  or  to  consent  or  agree  that  any  part  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  this  State  shall  be  altered  or  changed. 

V  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  nothing 
in  this  act  contained  shall  be  deemed  construed  or  taken  to  restore  any 
person  or  persons  or  his  or  their  heirs  to  his  or  their  estate  within  the 
said  district  of  country  who  now  stand  attainted  by  the  government  of 
this  State  for  adherence  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  or  whole  estate  or 
estates  have  or  shall  become  confiscate  for  such  adherence  by  virtue  of 
any  law  of  this  State. 
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CHAP.  45. 

AN  ACT  for  the  further  relief  of  the  tenants  of  forieited  lands 
and  for  the  further  direction  of  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures, 
and  for  the  commissioners  of  sequestration. 

Passed  the  14th  of  April,  1782. 

I.  Be  it    enacted  by  the  People  of  the   State  of  New  York,  repre-  Certlll- 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembfyy  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  eSivabhs^ 
the  samcy  That  certificates  receivable  in  the  treasury  of  this  State  in  pay-  ^a'Sf^o^ 
ment  for  forfeited  estates,  sold  by  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures,  may  arrears  of, 
be  received  in  payment  by  the  said  commissioners  for  the  amount  of  haff  to*be 
one  half  of  and  arrears  of  rent  due  to  this  State,  and  that  the  other  g^  id 
half  of  such  arrears,  shall  be  payable  in  specie  only. 

Provided  that  such  certificates  shall  not  be  receivable  after  the  expira- 
tion of  six  months  from  the  passing  of  this  law. 

I I.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid ,  That  certificates  Other  cer- 
given  for  the  depreciation  of  the  pay  of  the  troops  of  this  State,  who  SS?!^'^ 
served  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  at  their  nominal  value,  may  be' 
received  in  payment  of  the  said  arrears  of  rent,  provided  that  such  pay- 
ment in  the  said  certificates  be  made  within  one  year  after  the  passing 

of  this  act. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  That  farther  day  is*  given  to  the  tenants  Further 
of  forfeited  lands  to  produce  such  certificates  as  are  mentioned  and  de-  tenaotsf'' 
scribed  in  the  nineteenth  section  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  for- 
feiture and  sale  of  the  estates  of  persons  who  have  adhered   to  the 
enemies  of  this  State,  and  for  declaring  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  of 

this  State,  in  respect  to  all  property  within  the  same  "  and  also  procure 
such  certificates  as  are  mentioned  in  the  second  section  pf  the  act  en- 
titled "  An  act  for  the  amendment  of  the  law  directing  the  sales  of  for- 
feited lands,"  passed  the  seventh  October  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty,  if  the  tenant  in  possession  is  such  assignee  as  is  described  in 
the  said  last  mentioned  act,  untill  the  first  day  of  January  next,  except  in 
such  cases  where  the  lands  occupied  by  a  tenant  has  been  sold  and  con- 
veyed by  the  said  commissioners. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  for-  Forfeited 
feited  estate  in  the  southern  district  of  this  State  shall  be  sold;  nor  any  JSiS^pro- 
location  made  thereon,  until  the  further  order  of  the  legislature,  except  halted, 
to  the  three  persons  to  whom  the  legislature  directed  lands  to  be  con- 
veyed as  a  reward  for  apprehending  the  British  Deputy  Adjutant  General 

Major  Andre.  And  that  any  deposit  of  money  or  of  such  certificates  as 
aforesaid  heretofore  made  with  any  commissioner  of  forfeitures  for  the 
southern  district,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  null  and  void. 

And  whereas  one  or  more  of  the  three  persons  to  whom  the  legislature  PtotIso  as 
directed  lands  to  be  conveyed  as  a  reward  for  apprehending  the  British  tSSlIifr 
Deputy  Adjutant  General  Major  Andr6,  did  not  make  a  location  before  {^^^^^^'J^^^^g 
the  expiration  of  the  term  by  law  assigned  for  the  duration  of  the  office  nameS!^"* 
of  commissioners,  who  were  authorized  to  convey  such  lands  to  the 
said  three  persons  respectively. 

V.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  com-  Oommia- 
missioners  of  forfeitures  in  the  middle  district  be  and  hereby  are  au-  fLrtlffu^la 
thorized   to   execute  the  powers  and  authorities   heretofore  given  ^o  JJ*^^J«^ 
the  said  commissioners  the  duration  of  whose  office  is  expired,  for  con-  ooDvey- 
veying  to  the  said  three  several  persons  such  several  forfeited  estates,  as  "^«•• 
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they  respectively  have  elected,  or  shall  elect,  to  the  value  and  under  the 
restrictions  by  law  directed. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  sale 
of  the  farm  in  the  occupation  of  Henry  W.  Nellis  in  Tryon  county,  im- 
mediately before  he  deserted  to  the  enemy  is  hereby  stayed  ;  and  that 
the  commissioners  of  sequestration  for  Tryon  county  do  permit  Peter 
Nellis  and  John  Nellis  (sons  of  the  said  Henry)  to  occupy  the  said  farm 
until  the  further  order  of  the  legislature:  and  that  the  sale  of  the  farm 
whereon  Charles  Heroy  now  dwells  in  the  county  of  Dutchess,  is  hereby 
stayed;  and  that  the  commissioners  of  sequestration  for  Dutchess 
county  do  permit  the  said  Charles  Heroy  to  continue  in  possession  of 
the  said  farm,  until  the  further  order  of  the  legislature. 

And  whereas  Jellis  Fonda  of  Tryon  county  hath  forfeited  to  the  State 
one  thousand  dollars,  advanced  on  a  contract  for  two  lotts  of  land  in 
Tryon  county  made  with  the  commissioners  of  the  eastern  and  western 
districts  for  procuring  a  sum  in  specie,  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an 
act  passed  the  eighteenth  day  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty,  and  there  are  certain  circumstances  of  peculiar  hardship  at- 
tending his  case 

VII.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the 
5aid  forfeiture  be  remitted  and  the  said  commissioners  are  hereby  di- 
rected to  repay  to  the  said  Jellis  Fonda  the  moneys  they  received  of 
him. 

And  whereas  Henry  Hermanse  did  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy  six  convey  a  certain  messuage  and  farm  with  the 
appurtenances  situate  in  the  Rombout  precinct  in  Dutchess  county  to 
William  Shurman. 

And  whereas  the  said  Henry  during  the  term  of  October  last  pur- 
chased the  said  premisses  for  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
at  a  sheriffs  sale,  made  in  pursuance  of  an  execution  issued  out  of  the 
supreme  court  of  judicature  at  the  suit  of  the  said  Henry,  against  the 
said  William,  which  suit  was  commenced  by  the  said  Henry  Hermanse 
for  the  recovery  of  moneys  bona  fide  due  on  bonds  from  the  said  William 
to  the  said  Henry,  and  which  bonds  were  taken  in  part  payment  of  the 
consideration  money  for  the  said  premisses  which  remained  unpaid  by 
the  said  William  to  the  said  Henry,  and  the  principal  interest  and  costs 
in  the  said  suit  amount  to  five  hundred  and  twenty  one  pounds  four 
shillings  and  nine  pence 

And  whereas  the  said  William  has  since  the  sale  aforesaid  been  in  due 
form  of  law  attainted  for  adhering  to  the  enemies  of  the  people  of  this 
State,  and  the  offence  being  charged  in  the  indictment  to  have  been 
committed  prior  to  the  said  sale,  the  said  Henry  hath  therefore  prayed 
relief  from  the  legislature. 

VIII.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it 
shall  be  lawfuU  for  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  for  the  middle  dis- 
trict to  cause  the  said  premisses  to  be  appraised  in  like  manner  as  is  by 
law  provided  in  case  of  a  deposit  of  certificates  granted  under  the  act 
entitled  "  An  act  to  liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  troops  of 
this  State  in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  "  and  if  the  said  Henry 
shall  within  twelve  calender  months  after  such  appraisment,  pay  into 
the  treasury  of  this  St^te  in  gold  or  silver,  the  sum  of  twenty  eight 
pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  three  pence,  being  the  surplus  of  the  said 
five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  after  deducting  thereout  the  amount  of 
the  principal  interest  and  costs  aforesaid,  and  also  such  further  sum  as 
the  said  premisses  shall  be  appraised  at  in  gold  or  silver,  beyond  the  said 
sum  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  that  on  such  payments  and  imme- 
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diately  from  and  thereafter,  all  and  singular  the  estate  right  and  interest 
of  and  in  the  said  premisses,  which  by  virtue  of  the  attainder  aforesaid 
accrued  to  the  people  of  this  State,  shall  be  and  is  hereby  declared  to 
be  vested  in  the  said  Henry  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  provided 
nevertheless  that  the  said  Henry  shall  bear  and  pay  the  whole  expences 
of  such  appraisment  and  of  the  wages  and  expences  of  the  commission- 
ers in  attending  the  same. 

And  whereas  the  legislature  deem  it  expedient  to  stay  the  sale  of  cer-  Proviso  as 
tain  lands  near  Canejohary  Castle  in  Tryon  county,  now  in  the  posses-  JJif  5J  *^' 
sion  of  Jacobus  Mabie  and  Joseph  Mabie,  and  certain  other  lands  in  Ja^d*  «>' 
the  district  of  Hosick  in  the  county  of  Albany  lately  possessed  by  John  namedf 
Ferguson  and  now  in  the  possession  of  Ruth  Ferguson. 

It  is  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  commission-  Sale  not  to 
ers  of  forfeitures  in  the  western  district  be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  SDtii§li^* 
to  withold  the  sale  or  conveyance  of  the  said  lands  now  in  the  posses-  ^^^^  ^r- 
sion  of  the  said  Jacobus  Mabie  and  Joseph  Mabie,  and  of  the  said  lands  legislature 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  said  Ruth  Ferguson,  until  the  further  order 
of  the  legislature;  and  that  until  such  further  order  the  commissioners 
of  sequestration  in  the  said  counties  respectively  be  and  they  are  hereby 
directed  to  withhold  leasing  the  said  lands  or  any  part  thereof. 


CHAP.  46. 

AN  ACT  for  the  payment  of  certain  contingent  expences  of  this 

State. 

Passed  the  14th  of  April,  1782. 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in  Treasurer 
Sefiate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  JJ£*^ 
That  the  treasurer  of  this  State  shall  out  of  the  moneys  which  now  are  named  to 
or  here  after  may  be  in  the  treasury,  not  otherwise  specially  appropria-  goveraor 
ted,  pay  the  following  sums  of  money  to  the  following  persons,  viz*  — 

To  the  person  administering  the  government  of  tnis  State  for  the  time 
being,  to  defray  the  incidental  charges  which  may  arise  in  and  about  the 
administering  the  government  and  in  and  about  the  erection  or  com- 
pleating  of  any  fortification  or  work  of  security  in  this  State,  which 
he  may  think  necessary,  such  sum  or  sums  as  he  shall  from  time  to  time 
by  warrant  under  his  hand  and  the  privy  seal  of  this  State,  draw  from 
the  treasurer  for  the  purpose,  not  to  exceed  in  the  whole  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  pounds. 

To  his  excellency  the  governor  for  administering  the  government  of 
this  State,  from  the  first  day  of  July  last,  to  the  first  day  of  July  next,  at 
and  after  the  rate  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  per  annum — 

And  that  the  treasurer  of  this  State  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed 
to  liquidate  and  settle  the  account  of  his  excellency  the  governor,  for 
his  salerey  from  the  twenty  ninth  day  of  July  seventeen  hundred  and 
seventy  seven,  to  the  first  day  of  July  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty 
one,  both  days  included,  and  shall  deliver  or  transmitt  to  his  excel- 
lency the  governor  a  certificate  of  such  ballance  as  he  shall  find  due  to 
him  on  account  of  his  said  salery,  or  on  account  of  the  depreciation  of 
any  sums  in  Continental  money  which  he  may  have  received  on  account 
of  such  salery,  agreeable  to  the  scale  of  depreciation  for  settling  the 
accounts  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  belonging  to  this  State  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States.     And  his  said  excellency  the  goveraor  is  hereby 
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authorized  and  impowered  on  the  credit  of  this  State  to  take  on  loan 
any  sum  in  specie  not  exceeding  the  sum  which  shall  be  found  due  to 
him  for  his  sallery  as  aforesaid;  and  the  said  sum  so  taken  on  loan  to 
retain  in  his  hand  on  account  of  the  sum  which  may  be  found  due  to 
him  as  aforesaid;  and  the  faith  of  this  State  is  pledged  for  the  payment 
of  the  sums  so  to  be  loaned,  with  the  interest  thereof,  at  the  tate  of  six 
per  cent  per  annum,  within  one  year  after  the  expiration  of  the  present 
war  — 

To  the  honorable  Richard  Morris  Esquire,  chief  justice  of  this  State, 
for  his  services  in  that  station  from  the  first  day  of  July  last,  to  the  first 
day  of  July  next,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  four  hundred  pounds  per 
annum. 

To  the  honorable  Robert  Yates  and  John  Sloss  Hobart,  Esquires, 
puisne  justices  of  the  supreme  court  of  this  State  for  their  services  in 
that  station,  from  and  to  the  respective  towns  aforesaid,  each  the  sum 
of  three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 

To  the  said  Richard  Morris,  Robert  Yates  and  John  Sloss  Hobart 
Esquires,  exclusive  of  the  above  salaries,  for  each  day  they  shall  have 
respectively  attended,  from  and  to  the  respective  times  aforesaid,  in  the 
execution  of  commissions  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  gaol  delivery,  in 
the  several  counties,  or  have  been  traveling  for  that  purpose,  each  the 
sum  of  twelve  shillings  per  day,  agreeable  to  such  accounts  thereof  as 
they  shall  respectively  produce,  audited  by  the  auditor  of  this  State; 

To  the  several  members  of  the  senate  and  assembly,  for  each  and 
every  day  they  shall  have  severally  attended  in  senate  and  assembly 
during  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  and  for  each  and  every 
day  they  shall  have  been,  or  may  be  traveling  to  and  from  their  respect- 
ive places  of  abode,  to  the  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  legislature,  each 
the  sum  of  eight  shillings  per  day  agreeable  to  such  accounts  thereof  as 
they  shall  severally  produce,  certified  by  the  president  of  the  senate  or 
speaker  of  the  assembly  as  the  case  may  be:  The  accounts  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  senate  to  be  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the  senate,  and  the 
accounts  of  the  speaker  of  the  assembly,  to  be  certified  by  the  clerk  of 
the  assembly  — 

To  Robert  Benson  Esquire  clerk  of  the  senate,  and  to  John  M*- 
Kesson  Esquire  clerk  of  the  assembly  for  their  services  in  their  stations, 
during  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  twenty  shillings  per  day, 
and  for  several  sums  by  them  severally  advanced  for  the  use  of  the 
senate  and  assembly  respectively,  the  amount  of  such  accounts  thereof 
respectively,  as  they  shall  severally  produce,  certified  by  the  president  of 
the  senate  or  speaker  of  the  assembly,  as  the  case  may  be. 

To  the  secretary  of  this  State,  for  attending  the  legislature  daring 
their  present  session  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  laws,  and  for  attending 
the  council  of  appointment  from  the  first  day  in  July  last,  to  the  first 
day  in  July  next,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  thirty  pounds  per  annum. 

To  the  said  secretary  for  his  services  in  recording  the  laws,  making 
copies  thereof  with  marginal  notes  for  the  press,  and  making  several  copies 
by  the  direction  of  the  governor,  or  the  senate  or  assembly,  and  for 
engrossing  the  minutes  of  the  council  of  appointment  from  and  to  the 
respective  times  aforesaid,  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling  and  sixpence  per 
folio,  each  folio  to  consist  of  one  hundred  and  forty  four  words,  agree- 
able to  such  accounts  thereof  as  he  shall  produce  audited  as  afore- 
said. / 

To  Robert  Benson  Esquire,  one  of  the  aids  de  camroto  his  excellency 
the  governor,  the  amount  of  Continental  pay  as  lieutenant  colonel  from 
and  to  the  respective  times  aforesaid,  and  exclusive  of  the  times  he  shall 
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be  imployed  as  clerk  of  the  senate,  for  such  days  only  as  the  governor 
shall  certify  he  performed  services  or  was  actually  attending  him. 

To  Stephen  Liish  Esquire,  the  other  aid  de  camp  to  his  excellency 
the  governor,  the  amount  of  Continental  pay  as  lieutenant  colonel  from 
and  to  the  respective  times  aforesaid,  for  such  days  only  as  the  governor 
shall  certify  he  performed  services  or  was  actually  attending  him. 

To  the  door  keepers  of  the  senate  and  assembly  for  their  services  in  Doorkeep- 
these  stations  during  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  each  ten  ®"* 
shillings   per  day,  agreable   to  such  certificates  thereof  as  they  shall 
respectively  produce,  certified  by  the  president  of  the  senate  and  speaker 
of  the  assembly  Respectively. 

To  Zephaniah  Piatt  and  Robert  Harpur  Esq"  three  hundred  pounds  Printers, 
to  enable  them  to  have  the  laws  and  journals  of  this  State  printed;  for 
the  expenditure  of  this  sum  they  shall  be  accountable  to  the  legislature. 

To  Samuel  Dodge  Esquire,  on  account  to  be  applied  to  the  mainte-  Maiote- 
nance  of  the  poor  under  his  care  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds.  JJJJf  ^' 

To  the  honorable  John  Morin  Scott  and  William  Floyd   Esquires  Dele- 
delegates  of  this  State  in  congress  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  each  JJJ^Jjg, 
on  account,  for  their  attendance  in  congress  in  the  present  year. 

To  such  other  delegate  or  delegates  as  shall  first  go  to  congress  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  each,  on  account  of  their  going  to 
attending  in,  and  returning  from  congress. 

To  Robert  Harpur  Esquire  deputy  secretary  for  removing  the  records  Deputy 
of  this  State,  and  other  incidental  expences  attending  the  same,  the  sum  SfsSiteT 
of  ten  pounds  on  account. 

To  the  auditors  appointed  to  settle  and  liquidate  the  accounts  of  the  Auditors, 
officers  and  soldiers  belonging  to  this  State,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  on  account. 

To  Gerard  Bancker  Esquire  treasurer  of  this  State  at  and  after  the  Treasurer, 
rate  of  three  hundred  pounds  per  annum;  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
of  which  he  may  retain  out  of  any  monies  which  may  be  first  paid  into 
the  treasury  on  any  tax,  except  the '  tax  appropriated  for  the  payment 
of  interest  of  monies  taken  on  loan. 

To  Philip  Schuyler  Esquire  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds,  with  Philip 
the  interest  of  the  same  from  the  twenty  first  day  of  February  seventeen  ^ciiuyier. 
hundred  and  eighty  one,  in  full  of  one  thousand  dollars  in  bills  of  ex- 
change on  France  advanced  on  behalf  of  this  State  to  Abraham  Cuyler 
Esquire,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  quantity  of  blankets,  for  the 
use  of  the  Oneida  and  Tuscorara  Indians ;  which  sum  with  the  interest, 
is  to  be  charged  to  the  United  States. 

Whereas  Robert  Hoffman  Esquire  treasurer  of  Dutchess  county  has  Treasurer 
^vanced  in  pursuance  of  concurrent    resolutions  of  the  senate  and  ^Ja^^*'' 
assembly,  to  Udny  Hay  Esquire  State  agent,  the  sum  of  six  hundred  county, 
pounds,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  said  Udny  Hay  to  pay  the  sev- 
eral members  of  senate  and  assembly,  and  their  several  officers,  for  their 
attendance  at  the  present  and  last  meeting  of  the  legislature. 

II.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  Robert  Hoff- 
man, be  credited  by  the  treasurer  of  this  State  for  the  said  sum  of  six 
hnndred  pounds  on  account,  and  that  the  said  Udny  Hay,  out  of  the 
moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of  wheat  and  rye,  which  has  or  may  be  col- 
lected in  pursuance  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  levying  a  tax  within 
this  State  '*  passed  the  twentieth  day  of  November  last,  pay  the  said 
sum  of  six  hundred  pounds  into  the  treasury  of  this  State. 

III.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  Udny  Wheat  or 
Hay  Esquire,  State  agent,  is  hereby  authorized  to  deliver,  or  cause  to  be  S^tivered 
delivered  to  the  several  members  of  the  senate  or  assembly,  and  their  re-  to  mem- 
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spective  officers,  for  the  arrears  of  pay  due  to  them  for  their  services  in 
attending  the  legislature  at  their  last  meeting  and  for  such  deficiency  of 
their  pay  in  attending  at  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature  (as  he  ^lail 
not  be  able  at  present  to  pay  in  money)'  on  producing  their  several  ac- 
counts certified  as  is  by  this  act  is  before  directed,  any  quantaty  of  wheat 
or  rye,  not  exceeding  the  amount  of  such  accounts  respectively,  com- 
puting the  price  of  wheat  at  six  shillings  per  bushelU  and  the  price  of  ^ 
rye  at  four  shillings  per  bushell,  for  which  he  is  to  account  with  the 
treasurer  of  this  State. 

IV.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  Jonathan  Den- 
nis Dirck  Brinckerhoff,  Thomas  Storm,  Abraham  Paine  Jacobus  Swart- 
wout  and  Cornelius  Humprey  Esquires  or  any  three  of  them,  be  and  they 
are  hereby  appointed  a  committee  to  superintend  and  provide  for  the 
support  and  maintenance  of  the  poor  now  under  the  care  of  Samuel 
Dodge  Esquire,  which  committee  is  hereby  authorized  to  make  such 
provision  for  the  future  support  and  maintenance  of  the  said  poor,  as 
they  shall  judge  most  advantageous  for  the  State,  and  whatever  con- 
tracts and  agreements  the  said  committee  shall  make  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid,  shall  be  binding  on  this  State;  and  to  enable  the  said  com- 
mittee more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  said  poor,  the  commissioners 
of  sequestration  or  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  are  hereby  directed 
to  deliver  to  the  said  committee,  the  possession  of  any  farm  or  farms, 
which  are  or  may  become  forfeited  and  not  otherwise  disposed  of  for 
the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  said  poor,  which  farm  or  farms  shall  not 
be  otherwise  disposed  of,  until  the  farther  order  of  the  legislature. 

And  the  said  treasurer  is  further  directed  out  of  any  monies  in  the 
treasury  unappropriated  to  pay  to  the  said  committee  appointed  to 
provide  for  the  farther  support  and  maintainance  of  the  poor  now  un- 
der the  care  of  Samuel  Dodge  Esquire,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds, 
on  account. 

To  Doctor  William  Petry,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
pounds  for  his  attendance  and  medicine  to  a  number  of  poor  inhabit- 
ants of  Tryon  county,  wounded  by  the  enemy  at  sundry  times  during 
the  present  war. 

To  Gerret  Peek,  the  sum  of  eleven  pounds  twelve  shillings,  for  the 
expence  of  his  board  and  nursing,  after  his  being  wounded  in  his 
head  In  quelling  an  insurrection  in  the  district  of  Schachtekook  in  the 
county  of  Albany. 

To  Robert  Morth,  for  the  detention  of  his  sloop  and  hands,  for  the 
space  of  ten  days,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  the  State  records,  and 
other  papers  to  a  place  of  safety,  in  case  of  danger,  such  sum  as  he 
shall  be  allowed  by  the  auditor  of  this  State,  on  account  of  such  servicfe. 

To  John  McKesson  Esquire,  clerk  of  the  assembly,  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred pounds,  on  account  for  disbursements  for  the  use  of  the  assem- 
bly before  this  present  meeting  of  the  legislature. 

V.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  certificates 
of  the  several  members  of  the  senate  and  assembly  for  their  services  in 
attending  the  legislature,  certified  as  aforesaid  and  which  remain  un- 
paid, and  became  due  before  the  first  day  of  October  last,  shall  be  paid 
at  the  rate  of  six  shillings  per  day  for  every  day  mentioned  in  the  said 
certificates,  altho'  the  allowance  mentioned  in  such  certificates  may  ex- 
ceed that  sum. 

That  the  pay  of  the  clerk  of  the  senate  and  the  clerk  of  the  assem- 
bly, on  such  certificates  shall  be  paid  for  every  day  mentioned  in  their 
respective  certificates,  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings  per  day. 


Chap.  46.]  FIFTH  SESSION.  495 

That  the  do6r  keepers  of  the  senate  and  assembly  on  such  certificates,  Door- 
shall  be  paid  at  and  after  the  rate  of  ten  shillings  per  day.  keepers. 

To  Evert  Bancker  Reynie  Mynderse  and  Henry  Rutgers  Esquires,  PenoDs 
such  sums  as  the  treasurer  shall  find  due  to  them  respectively,  for  sign-  SSi^'***^ 
ing  bills  of  credit  emitted  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  congress  of  the  bifia  of 
eighteenth  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  agreeable  to  ^^^^^^ 
such  account  thereof  as  they  severally  shall  produce  certified  by  the 
commissioner  of  the  loan  office  in  this  State,  which  pay  shall  be  after 
the  rate  of  two  shillings  for  each  hundred  of  the  said  bills  they  may 
have  respectively  signed. 

To  each  of  the  persons  authorized  to  sign  the  bills  emitted  by  virtue 
of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  emitting  monies  upon  the  credit  of  this 
State  *'  passed  March  twenty  seventh  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty  one  at  the  rate  of  two  shillings  for  every  hundred  of  the  said 
bills  they  may  have  respectively  signed ;  and  the  further  sum  of  one 
shilling  for  every  hundred  of  the  said  bills  numbered  or  stamped  "  in- 
terest paid  "  which  they  may  have  respectively  numbered  or  stamped. 

To  Henry  Dodge  commissary  of  prisoners  of  this  State,  such  sum  as  Oommla- 
shall  appear  to  be  due  to  him  for  monies  advanced  in  the  execution  of  ^tSoDen. 
his  office,  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof  as  he  sh^ll  produce  audited 
by  the  auditor  of  this  State. 

To  Colonel  Marinus  Willet,  or  such  other  officer  as  shall  command  CoL  wuiet 
the  levies,  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  this  State,  to 
serve  to  the  first  day  of  January  next  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds — on  account  for  contingent  expences  during  the  ensuing  cam- 
paign. 

Whereas  the  treasurer  of  this  State  may  not  timely  have  a  sufficiency 
of  money  in  the  treasury  unappropriated  to  pay  the  several  sums  herein 
granted. 

VI.  B^  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and  may  be  Lawful  for 
lawful  for  Udny  Hay  Esquire  with  the  wheat  or  rye  which  has  been  or  ^^^.  ^^ 
may  be  collected  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  twentieth  of  November  wheat  or 
las^  or  the  monies  arising  from  the  sales  thereof,  to  pay  to  the  several  Sneers'*^ 
persons  hereinafter  mentioned  the  following  sums — (to  wit)  named. 

To  the  aforesaid  John  Morin  Scott  Esquire,  the  above  sum  of  two 
hundred  pounds,  allowed  on  account  of  his  attendance  in  congress  in 
the  present  year,  —  To  such  other  delegate  or  delegates,  as  shall  first  go 
to  congress  the  above  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  each  allowed 
for  their  going  to,  attending  in,  and  returning  from  congress.  To  Zepha- 
niah  Piatt  and  Robert  Harpur  Esquire,  the  above  sum  of  three  hundred 
pounds,  to  enable  them  to  have  the  laws  and  journals  of  the  legislature 
printed  — To  the  several  members  of  the  senate  and  assembly,  and  their 
respective  clerks  and  doorkeepers,  the  arrears  of  pay  due  to  them  in 
attending  the  last  meeting  of  the  legislature  —  and  to  the  several  mem- 
bers of  the  senate  and  assembly  and  their  several  officers  for  their 
attending  on  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  according  to  their 
respective  certificates  to  be  produced  certified  as  aforesaid,  to  the 
above  Robert  Benson  and  John  McKesson  Esquires  the  several  sums 
by  them  severally  advanced  for  the  use  of  the  senate  and  assembly 
agreeable  to  their  several  accounts  certified  as  above  directed,  and  to  the 
aforesaid  Samuel  Dodge  the  above  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  poor  under  his  care. 

VII.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in  the  pay-  Price  at 
ments  herein  before  directed  to  be  made  by  the  State  agent,  in  case  such  JhwS  and 
payments  are  made  in  wheat  or  rye,  the  price  of  wheat  shall  be  com-  rye ™*y^ 
puted  at  six  shillings,  and  of  rye  at  four  shillings  per  bushell  and  that  ^^^^ 
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the  said  agent  shall  take  receipts  for  the  sums  by  him  so  paid  to  the  sev- 
eral persons,  above  mentioned,  which  shall  be  deemed  sufficient  vouch- 
ers to  the  said  agent  for  such  payments  respectively. 
A«eDt  may      VIII.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^    That  the  said 
wh^  or    State  agent,  may  retain  in  his  hands  out  of  the  money  arising  from  the 
rve  for  sar-  sale  of  the  wheat  or  rye  belonging  to  this  State,  which  is,  or  hereafter 
^  *'**'         may  be  in  his  possession,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  pounds  on  account, 
for  his  services  as  State  agent,  and  also  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  to  be  paid 
by  him  as  a  gratuity  to  Thomas  Done,  a  blind  soldier, 
^rentaud       IX.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^    That   the   State 
may  ad°      agent  and  his  principal  assistant  are  hereby  authorized  and  impowered 
oaths'^     to  administer  an  oath,  or  affirmation  to  any  person  or  persons,  who  may 
appear  before  them  or  either  of  them  as  a  witness  to  assertain  the  value 
of  any  forage,  pasture,  wood  or  other  article,  which  has  been  or  here- 
after may  be  supplied  fo  the  army  by  this  State. 
offloero^         X.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  State  agent 
named       is  hereby  authorized,  with  the  wheat  or  rye  collected  or  to  be  collected  as 
or^ror**  aforesaid  or  with  the  monies  arising  from  the  sales  thereof  to  pay  unto  the 
money       honorable  Richard  Morris  Esquire  chief  justice  of  this  State,  and  the  hon- 
fronTMiaa,  orable  Robert  Yates  and  John  Sloss  Hobart  Esquire  puisne  judges  of  the 
JJJJJJ**     supreme  court,  each  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  on  account  of  their 
respective  salleries  herein  allowed,  and  in  case  he  shall  not  with  the  said 
wheat  and  rye  or  with  the  monies  arising  from  the  sales  thereof  be  in 
condition  to  pay  the  whole  of  the  said  several  sums  last  mentioned,  he 
shall  signify  the  deficiency  which  may  be  to  the  treasurer  of  this  State 
who  shall  thereupon  be  authorized  to  pay  such  deficiency  in  wheat  at 
six  shillings  per  bushell,  which  he  may  order  to  be  delivered  to  each  of 
them  by  the  treasurers  of   the  counties  of  Albany  and  Dutchess,  or 
either  of  them,  out  of  any  wheat  they  may  have  in  their  possession,  to 
be  collected  in  pursuance  of  an  act  passed  at  this  present  meeting  of 
the  legislature  entitled  **  An  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  eighteen  thousand 
pounds  and  the  further  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds,  by  tax  within 
this  State,  and  for  settling  public  accounts.     And  to  the  aforesaid  Philip 
Schuyler  Esquire,  any  quantaty  of  wheat,  at  the  value  aforesaid,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  amount  of  the  said  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds,  with  the  in- 
terest, directed  to  be  paid  to  him  and  on  account  of  the  said  sum  and 
interest.    And  the  treasurer  of  this  State  is  hereby  authorized  to  pay  the 
certificates  of  the  several  members  of  the  senate  and  assembly,  and  the 
certificates  of  their  clerks  and  doorkeepers,  which  became  due  and  before 
the  first  day  of  October  last,  as  above  mentioned,  at  the  allowance  afore- 
said, in   wheat  at  the  price  aforesaid,  and  rye  at  four  shillings  per 
bushell,  and  to  give  orders'  for  the   delivery  thereof   to   any  county 
treasurer  as  shall  be  most  convenient,  out  of  the  wheat  or  rye  to  be  col- 
lected pursuant  to  the  act  last  aforesaid.   That  the  said  county  treasurers 
shall  take  receipts  for  the  wheat  or  rye  so  to  be  delivered  by  them 
respectively  to  the  several  persons  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  delivered, 
which  receipts  shall  be  delivered  to  the  treasurer  of  the  State,  who  shall 
charge  the  sums  paid  to  the  several  persons  to  their  respective  accounts 
and  the  treasurers  receipt  specifying  the  number  and  amount  of  such 
receipts,  and  by  whom  the  same  were  respectively  given,  shall  be  suffi- 
cient voufhers  to  the  said  county  treasurers  for  such  payments  respec- 
tively. 
ProYistons      XI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforescud^  That  the 
ni0hed*iwr-  commissioners  of  sequestration  for  the  county  of  Tryon  shall  and  they 
•one  are  hereby  required  out  of  any  monies  which  now  are,  or  hereafter  may 

oommie-^   come  in  to  their  hands  in  the  execution  of  their  office,  to  procure  for. 
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and  furnish  to  the  following  persons  (viz*)  Phillip  Pier  and  his  wife,  sionem  of 
John  Wolf,  Joseph  Kesler  and  his  wife  and  three  children,  Adam  Hard-  Son.*"^**" 
man  and  his  wife,  George  Cronhart  and  his  wife  and  three  children, 
Catherine  Reel  and  her  two  children  Anna  Mayer  and  her  five  children 
Anna  Lantz  and  her  two  children  Anna  Haner  and  her  two  children 
Anna  Timerman  and  her  three  children,  Elizabeth  Brown  and  her  two 
children,  Gertrude  Stainwix,  Catharine  Colsh  and  her  two  children, 
Anna  Forbush  and  her  five  children,  Margaret  Boyert  and  her  three 
children,  Wesula  Miller  and  her  four  children,  Catharihe  Snell  and  her 
six  children,  Anna  Klock  and  her  four  children,  Margareth  Kellar  and 
her  five  children  Elizabeth  Ayer  and  her  four  children,  Susanna  Ogo 
and  her  four  children,  Elizabeth  Snell  and  her  three  children,  Janney 
Davis  and  her  five  children  Anna  Scarbury  and  her  child,  Janney  Crosset 
and  her  two  children,  Mary  Eighler  and-  her  two  children,  Elizabeth 
Arehey  and  her  two  children,  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Oline  and  her  three 
children  and  to  the  wife  of  Jeremiah  Crowley  and  her  child  and  to 
John  Hillier  and  his  wife  and  their  two  children  and  Margaret  Weaver  and 
her  five  children  Elizabeth  Shell  and  her  three  children  Catherine  Sheff ren 
and  four  children,  Elizabeth  Irvine  and  her  four  children  and  the  wife 
of  Adam  Tombergh  and  her  children  until  the  first  day  of  May  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  three  at  the  rate  of  one  pound  of 
wheat  meal  per  day  to  each  of  them,  and  to  such  of  the  families  of  the 
said  women  as  shall  produce  a  certificate  from  the  representatives  of 
assembly  for  the  county  of  Tryon,  and  such  of  the  senators  for  the 
western  district  as  shall  reside  in  the  said  county,  or  any  three  of  them, 
as  many  milch  cows  (not  exceeding  two  to  each  family)  as  shall  be  cer- 
tified in  such  certificate,  to  be  necessary.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  said  commissioners  to  charge  the  monies  which  they  shall  expend  in 
purchasing  and  procuring  the  necessaries  aforesaid,  in  account  with  this 
State,  and  the  auditor  is  hereby  directed  in  auditing  the  accounts  of  the 
said  commissioners,  to  allow  so  much  of  the  same,  as  shall  appear  to 
have  been  actually  disbursed  by  the  said  commissioners,  in  pursuance 
of  this  act. 

And  whereas  the  legislature  have  received  no  official  account  that  Proyiso  m 
congress  have  resolved  to  subsist  the  levies  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  SJi*©  oJ***" 
of  the  frontiers  in  the  ensuing  campaign.  levies. 

XII.  Be  it  tlurefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in  case  subsist- 
the  United  States  shall  refuse  to  subsist  the  said  levies  for  the  term  of  ?|5fe/f^ 
time  for  which  they  are  to  serve,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful!  for  his  ex-  in  case  of 
cellency  the  governor,  or  the  person  administering  the  government  of  the  JoDgreM' 
State  for  the  time  being,  to  order  the  several  county  treasurers  within  ^or  wheat, 
this  State  to  deliver  all  the  wheat  and  rye  which  may  be  collected  in  SrSers^on 
their  respective  counties,  from  time  to  time,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  enti-  JreMiieiB. 
tied  "An  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds,  and  the  fur- 
ther sum  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds,  and  for  the  settlement  of  public  ac- 
counts, passed  this  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  except  so  much 
thereof  as  is  specially    appropriated  by  acts  of  the   legislature  passed 
at  this  present  meeting,  to  such  person  or  persons,  as  he  shall  authorize 
to  receive  the  same;  and  the  monies  arising  from  the  sale  thereof,  to 
apply  towards  the  subsistance  of  the  said  levies,  and  other  incidental 
expences  attending  the  same,  and  for  subsisting  the  militia  when  he  shall 
order  them  to  be  called  out  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  this  State: 
and  the  said  county  treasurers  respectively,  are  hereby  directed  and  re- 
quired to  deliver  such  wheat  and  rye  to  the  order  of  his  said  excellency 
the  governor,  any  thing  contained  in  the  above  recited  act  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 
63 
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[Chap.  46.] 


Governor 
may  bor- 
row money 
on  credit 
of  State 
for  that 
purpose, 
etc. 


Treasurer 
to  deliver 
accounts, 
etc.,  to 
auditor  to 
enable 
him  to 
settle  with 
United 
States. 


XIII.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  his  excellency 
the  governor  is  hereby  authorized  and  impowered,  to  take  on  loan  for  the 
use  of  this  State,  any  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  pounds, 
on  interest,  at  six  per  cent  per  annum;  and  the  faith  of  the  State  is  hereby 
pledged  for  the  payment  thereof  within  one  year  after  the  present  war, 
and  for  the  annual  payment  of  the  interest  which  shall  arise  thereon; 
and  also  for  the  imediate  payment  of  all  incidental  expences  attend- 
ing the  procuring  and  transporting  the  said  monies,  at  the  risque  of 
this  State,  that  the  said  money  when  procured  may  be  applied  by  his 
said  excellency  the  governor  for  the  subsistance  of  the  levies  aforesaid 
in  case  the  congress  of  the  United  States  shall  not  agree  to  provide  for 
their  subsistance.  That  his  excellency  the  governor,  shall,  as  soon  as 
he  may  have  received  information  that  the  United  States  have  deter- 
mined to  subsist  the  said  levies,  inform  the  said  county  treasurers 
thereof;  and  shall  in  such  case  signify  that  he  will  not  make  any  requi- 
sition on  them,  to  the  end  that  they  may  dispose  of  such  wheat  and  rye, 
as  by  law  they  would  be  authorized  to  do,  had  this  clause  not  been  en- 
acted. 

XIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  treasurer  of  this  State,  and  he  is  hereby  re- 
quired, to  deliver  unto  the  auditor  of  this  State,  all  accounts  and 
receipts  by  him  taken,  for  any  monies  by  him  paid,  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States;  to  the  end,  that  the  said  auditor  may  be  enabled  to  settle 
the  accounts  of  this  State  with  the  United  States ;  and  the  said  treasurer 
shall  make  a  schedule  of  such  accounts  and  receipts,  and  the  auditors 
receipt  thereon,  shall  be  to  the  said  treasurer  a  sufficient  voucher  for  all 
monies  by  him  paid,  and  mentioned  in  such  schedule,  any  law  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 


LAWS 


STATE    OF    NEW    TORK 


PAB8U>   AT 

POUGHKEEPSIE,  IN  THE  FIRST  MEETING  OF  THE  SIXTH  SESSION 
OF  THE  LEGISLATURE. 


CHAP.  1. 

AN  ACT  relative  to  debts  due  to  persons  within  the  enemies 

lines. 

Passed  the  12th  of  July,  1782. 

Whereas  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  who  have  not  remained  Proambie. 
within  the  enemies  power  and  who  were  indebted  to  others  who  did  so 
remain  are  now  threatened  with  suits  and  have  it  not  in  their  power  to 
recover  from  those  who  are  indebted  to  them  and  remained  within  the 
power  of  the  enemy. 

I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  Ntiv  York^  rep  re-  suits,  etc.. 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  8^y®<>« 
the  same^  That  all  suits  and  prosecutions  for  any  debt  arising  on  simple 
contract,  bills  single  or  penal  or  any  other  obligation  mortgate  security  or 
demand  whatsoever  due  by,  or  from  any  person  nor  within  the  enemies 
power  or  lines  that  has  remained  with,  gone  into,  or  has  in  consequence 
of  any  law  of  this  State  been  sent  within  the  enemies  power  or  lines, 
already  commenced  or  which  hereafter  be  commmenced,  shall  be  stayed 
until  the  legislature  shall  make  further  provision  in  the  premises,  any 
law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  whereas  it  is  also  just  and  reasonable  that  provision  should  be  Proviso  a» 
made  for  the  relief  of  such  citizens  of  this  State  who  having  received  in  ^^*},®'  ^ 
payment  of  debts  due  to  them  paper  currency  which  at  the  time  of  such  who  have 
payment  was  a  legal  tender,  and  which  they  might  of  right  have  paid  in  {^  pa^r** 
discharge  of  any  debts  due  by  them  hut  which  it  was  not  in  their  power  currency, 
to  pay  to  such  of  their  creditors  as  have  remained  with  gone  into  or 
were  so  sent  within  the  enemies  lines  and  which  money  has  since  the 
receipt  thereof  depreciated  in  their  hands. 
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[Chap. 


Courts  Id 
whioh 
suits  shall 
becom- 
moDoed 
airalDst 
persons 
named,  to 
appolDt 
referees » 
aud  de- 
fendant 
may  plead 
special 
matter, 
etc. 


Lawful  to 
pay  cer- 
tifloates, 
etc., 

named  in 
discharge 
of  debts 
found  due. 


Creditors 
named 
maybe 
oited  be- 
fore court 
to  have 
settlement 
and  pay- 
ment 
made  pur- 
suant to 
this  act. 


Subjects 
of  this 
State  dis- 
charged 
from  pay- 
ins  in- 
terest on 
claims  due 
persons 
who  have 
«one 

within  the 
enemy*s 
lines. 


And  whereas  it  is  imposible  to  apply  one  general  rule  to  all  the  variety 
of  cases  which  do  or  may  arise 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  Id 
every  suit  or  prosecution  which  shall  be  commenced  after  the  legislature 
shall  by  law  have  declared  that  the  necessity  of  staying  such  suits  or 
prosecutions  as  aforesaid  does  no  longer  exist,  by  any  person  who  may 
have  remained  with  the  enemy,  gone  into  them,  sent  or  to  be  sent  as 
aforesaid  unto  them  against  any  person  who  has  remained  without 
the  power  of  the  enemy,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  court  ia 
which  such  suit  shall  be  commenced  or  prosecuted,  and  the  court  is 
hereby  required  on  motion  of  the  defendent  or  his  attorney  to  appoint 
three  or  five  referrees  at  the  option  of  the  court  to  try  the  matter  in  con- 
troversy, and  the  defendant  shall  and  hereby  is  allowed  to  plead  before 
such  referrees  any  special  matter,  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  refei- 
rees  or  the  major  part  of  them  that  the  special  matter  alledged  and  proved 
by  the  defendant  is  of  sUch  a  nature  that  in  equity  and  good  con- 
science abatement  ought  to  be  made  from  any  sum  or  sums  due  by  such 
defendant  the  referrees  shall  by  majority  of  voices  determine  the  quan- 
tum of  such  abatement  and  having  made  their  report  and  award  in 
writing  shall  return  the  same  into  court,  and  the  court  shall  thereupon, 
give  judgment  and  order  execution  to  issue  in  favour  of  the  plaintiff  for 
the  sum  so  awarded  to  be  due  to  the  plaintiff.  Provided  that  such  exe- 
cution shall  not  be  served  until  the  expireation  of  three  years  next  after 
the  enemy  shall  be  expelled  from  or  shall  have  abandoned  the  city  of 
New  York — ' 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawfull  for  every  defendant  to  pay  in  discharge  of  any  debt 
so  found  due  as  aforesaid  to  such  plaintiff  as  aforesaid,  certificates  or 
notes  signed  by  any  commissioner  of  loans  of  the  United  States,  accord- 
ing to  the  value  thereof  as  settled  by  the  Continental  scale  of  deprecia- 
tion on  certificates  for  money  due  on  loan  by  this  State  according  to 
the  value  thereof  ascertained  by  law. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall 
ai)d  may  be  lawfull  for  any  person  now  without  the  power  of  the  enemy 
being  a  debtor  to  any  person  now  within  the  power  of  the  enemy  at  any 
time  after  the  enemy  shall  be  expelled  from,  or  shall  have  abandoned 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  that  the  legislature  shall  have  by  law  declared 
that  such  suits  as  aforesaid  shall  be  no  longer  stayed  to  cite  his  credit- 
ors before  any  court  of  law  in  this  State  to  have  a  settlement  and  make 
pa)rment  agreeable  to  the  mode  prescribed  by  this  act  and  if  the  credit- 
ors shall  refuse  to  appear  and  come  to  tryal  within  two  terms  next  after 
such  citation  he  shall  be  and  hereby  is  declared  to  be  forever  barred 
and  precluded  from  recovering  his  said  debt  due  or  demand  or  any  part 
thereof. 

V.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  any  subject  or 
subjects  of  this  State,  not  in  the  power  or  lines  of  the  enemy,  who  are 
indebted  by  simple  contract,  bill,  single  or  penal,  or  any  other  obliga- 
tion mortgage  security  or  demand  whatsoever,  to  any  person  or  persons 
that  have  either  removed  with,  gone  into,  or  have  in  consequence  of  any 
law  of  this  State  been  sent  within  the  enemies  power  or  lines,  for  such 
subjects  of  this  State  not  in  the  power  or  lines  of  the  enemy  so  indebted 
shall  be  and  hereby  are  discharged  from  any  interest  which  may  have 
become  due  on  such  contract,  bill,  obligation  mortgage  or  securities 
since  the  first  day  of  January  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy 
six,  to  the  first  day  of  January  which  shall  follow  next  after  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  present  war,  any  law,  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  not 
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withstanding,  provided  that  nothing  in  this  clause  contained  shall  be 
deemed  to  operate  a  discharge  of  any  interest  which  may  have  accrued 
on  any  such  bill  obligation  mortgage  or  other  security  executed  since 
the  said  first  day  of  January  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy 
six. — 

Provided  nevertheless,  that  no  person  or  persons  shall  be  allowed  the  FroTisoas 
benifitt  of  this  act,  unless  he  she  or  they  shall  first  hav^  taken  the  oath  JfieilSi*^' 
of  abjuration  and  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  State,  and  shall  obtain  a  etc.7to^* 
certificate  signed  by  twelve  reputable  and  well  effected  freeholders  of  **^®'*- 
this  State  one  whereof  shall  be  a  judge  of  the  inferior  court  of  common 
pleas  of  the  county  in  which  the  person  named  in  such  certificate  shall 
reside  certif)ring  that  he  or  she  is  well  attached  to  the  freedom  and  in- 
dependance  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  have  taken  an  active 
and  decided  part  therein.     And  provided  further,  that  this  act  shall  not 
extend  to  any  debt  or  debts  contracted  or  made  or  hereafter  to  be  made, 
for  the  use  of  the  State ;  for  the  payment  of  'which  the  faith  thereof  is 
pledged  and  also  provided  farther,  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained 
shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  ^ny  person  that  heretofore  hath ,  been, 
now  is,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  a  prisoner  with  the  enemy. 


CHAP.  2. 

AN  ACT  to  abolish  entails,  to  confirm  conveyances  by  tenants 
in  tail,  to  distribute  estates  real  of  intestates,  to  remedy  defect- 
ive conveyances  to  joint  tenants,  and  directing  the  mode  of 
such  conveyances  in  future. 

Passed  the  12th  of  July,  17S3. 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented  in  Tenants 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  seized  in 
That  in  all  cases,  wherein  any  person  or  persons  would,  if  this  law  had  d^mia 
not  been  made,  had  been  seized  in  fee-tail,  of  any  lands  tenements  her-  f|^^n*"i 
editaments,  such  person  or  persons  shall,  in  future,  be  deemed  to  be  ^^*  ™^  ^ 
seized  of  the  same  in  fee-simple. 

^«^/«r/i^r,  That  where  any  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments,  shall  Conyey- 
heretofore  have  been  devised,  granted,  or  otherwise  conveyed,  by  a^j^Jj^y 
tenant  in  tail,  and  the  person,  to  whom  such  devise,  grant,  or  other  con-  temmts  in 
veyance  shall  have  been  made,  his  or  her  heirs  or  assigns,  shall,  from  ^^^i^ 
the  time  such  devise  took  effect,  or  from  the  time  such  grant  or  other  ^^^^^^ 
conveyance  was  made,  to  the  day  of  the  passing  of  this  act,  been  in  passage  of 
the  uninterrupted  possession  of  such    lands,  tenements  or  heredita-  be*doomed 
ments,  and  claiming  and  holding  the  same  under  such  devise,  grant,  or  valid  to 
other  conveyance,  then  such  grant,  devise,  or  other  conveyance,  shall  simpfe.  *** 
be  deemed  as  good  legal  and  effectual  to  all  intents,  as  if  such  tenant  in 
tail  had,  at  the  time  of  the  making  of  such  devise,  grant,  or  other  con- 
veyance, been  seized  of  such  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments  in  fee 
simple,  any  law  to  the  contrary  hereof  notwithstanding. 

II.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  where  any  Line  of 
person  shall  die  seized  of  any  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments,  with-  jj^^^ 
out  having  devised  the  same  in  due  form  of  law,  and  leaving  more  than  cases 
one  person  lawful  issue,  or  without  lawful  issue,  the  inheritance,  instead  ''"°*^* 
of  descending  to  the  heir  at  law,  shall  hereafter,  in  the  four  several  fol- 
lowing cases,  descend,  as  in  each  case  is  particularly  specified,  that  is  to 
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say  first,  in  case  the  person  so  seized  shall  leave  several  persons  law- 
ful issue  in  the  direct  line  of  lineal  descent,  and  all  of  equal  degree  of 
consanguinity  to  the  person  so  seized,  the  inheritance  shall  then  de- 
scend to  the  said  several  persons  as  tenants  in  common  in  equal  parts, 
however  remote  from  the  person  so  seized  the  common  degree  of  consan- 
guinity may  be  —  Secondly  —  in  case  the  said  person  so  seized  shall 
die,  leaving  lawful  issue  of  different  degrees  of  consanguinity,  to  him  or 
her  the  said  person  so  seized,  the  inheritance  shall  descend  to  the  lawful 
immediate  children  of  the  said  person  so  seized  as  tenant  in 
common,  in  equal  parts;  and  in  case  any  of  the  said  immediate 
children  shall  die,  in  the  life  time  of  the  person  so  seized,  and 
leave  lawful  issue,  such  issue  shall  inherit,  if  one  person  solely, 
and  if  several  persons  as  tenants  in  common,  in  equal  parts,  the 
same  estate  which  would  have  descended  to  his,  her,  or  their  parent,  if 
such  parent  had  survived,  so  that  the  estate  could,  agreeable  to  the 
rules  of  descent  hereby  established,  have  descended  to  him  or  her ;  and 
the  same  law  of  inheritance  and  descent  shall  be  observed  in  case  of  the 
death  of  the  grand  children,  and  other  descendants  in  the  remotest  de- 
gree —  Thirdly — in  case  the  said  person  so  seized  shall  die,  without  lawful 
issue  leaving  brothers,  or  leaving  a  brother  or  brothers  and  a  sister  or 
sisters  of  the  whole  blood,  the  inheritance  shall  descend  to  such  brothers, 
or  to  such  brother  or  brothers  and  sister,  or  sisters  as  the  case  may  be, 
as  tenants  in  common,  in  equal  parts  —  And  fourthly  —  in  case  any 
such  brother  or  sister  shall  die,  leaving  a  lawful  child  or  children,  and 
in  the  life-time  of  the  person  so  seized,  such  child  or  children  shall  in- 
herit, if  a  child  solely,  and  if  children,  as  tenants  in  common,  in  equal 
parts,  the  same  estate  which  would  have  descended  to  his  her  or  their 
In  other  father  or  mother,  if  such  father  or  mother  had  survived  the  said  person 
^n*aw™'  so  seized.  And  in  all  cases  of  descent  not  particularly  provided  for  by 
to  ffOTern.  tj^js  act,  the  common  law  shall  govern  :  Provided,  that  nothing  herein 
by^hS°cur-  contained  shall  be  construed  to  bar  or  injure  the  right  or  estate  of  a  hus- 
tesy.  right  band  as  tenant  by  the  curtesy  of  England,  or  the  right  of  dower  which 
not  barred,  a  widow  is  entitled  to. 

Post-  III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  post- 

chiM^n     humous  children  shall  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  inherit  in  like  manner  as 

to  inherit,  jf  they  had  been  born  in  the  life  time  of  their  respective  fathers. 

SJJatea^r      ly.  And  be  it  further    enacted  by   the   authority  aforesaid.   That  all 

declared  *  estates  for  years,  for  more  than  twenty  one  years,  of  or  in  lands,  tene- 

Yold.*"^     ments,  or  hereditaments  or  real  estate  whatsoever,  whether  in  possession 

reversion  or  remainder,  by  direct  and  immediate  devise  or  conveyance,  or 

by  settlement  to  use  or  uses,  made  after  the  first  day  of  this  present 

meeting  of  the  legislature,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are  declared  to  be  ipso 

facto  null  and  void  from  the  beginning;  and  the  estates  and  interests  so 

severally  and  respectively  attempted  to  be  disposed  of  and  transferred, 

shall  descend  according  to  this  Jaw,  and  the  common  law  aforesaid ;  any 

law  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Estates  In       V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  estate 

anoy  not     ^^  joint- tenancy,  in  lands  messuages  tenements  or  hereditaments,  shall 

to  be  held  be  held  or  claimed  by  or  under  any  grant  devise  conveyance  whatso- 

veyance      ever,  hereafter  to  be  made,  unless  the  premises  therein  mentioned  shall 

deoEures^    expressly  be  thereby  declared  to  pass,  not  in  tenancy  in  common,  but  in 

estate  not  joint  tenancy;  and  every  such  estate,  unless  otherwise  expressly  de- 

oomSnon.    clared  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  in  tenancy  in  common;  any  law 

usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
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CHAP.  3. 

AN  ACT  further  to  continue  the  treasurer  of  this  State  in  office. 

Passed  the  20th  of  July,  1782. 

Whereas  by  this  act  further  continuing  Gerard  Bancker  Esquire,  in  Preamble, 
office  as  treasurer  of  this  State,  the  time  of  his  continuance  in  the  said 
office  was  limited  to  sixty  days  after  the  rising  of  the  legislature  at  their 
present  meeting. 

I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre-  Gerard 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  SnUnued 
satne^  That  the  said  Gerard  Bancker  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  further  lL°**^  •■ 
continued  in  office  as  treasurer  of  this  State  until  sixty  days  after  the 

rising  of  the  legislature,  at  their  next  meeting,  after  the  first  Monday  in 
July,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty  four. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^    That   the  Official 
said  Gerard  Bancker  shall  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  August  next,  SSiid.*"** 
give  such  security,  and  take  such  oath  as  were  directed  and  required  by 

the  second  and  third  clauses  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  appoint  a 
treasurer  of  this  State,"  passed  the  first  day  of  April  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight. 


CHAP.  4. 

AN  ACT  relative  to  the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  acts  of  congress  of  the  twentieth  and  twenty  seventh 
of  February  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  two  for 
the  settlement  of  public  accounts  within  this  State. 

Passed  the  20th  of  July,  1782. 

Whereas  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled,  on  the  twentieth  Preamble, 
day  of  February  last  passed,  did  among  other  things  resolve  that  a  com- 
missioner for  each  State  should  be  nominated  by  the  superintendant  of 
the  finances  of  the  United  States  finally  to  settle  the  accounts  between 
the  said  United  States  and  the  State  for  which  he  should  be  nominated, 
and  that  the  legislature  or  the  executive  of  the  particular  State  for  which 
the  said  commissioners  should  be  nominated  should  approve  of  the  same. 

And  whereas  the  said  United  States  in  congress  assembled  on  the 
twenty  seventh  day  of  February  last  past  did  among  other  things  resolve 
that  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  legislatures  of  the  States  to  im- 
power  the  commissioners,  to  be  appointed  for  the  settlement  of  accounts 
under  the  direction  of  the  said  superintendant  of  finance  in  pursuance 
of  the  said  act,  to  call  for  witnesses  and  examine  them  on  oath  or 
affirmation  touching  such  accounts  as  should  be  respectively  assigned  to 
the  said  commissioners  for  settlement:  in  compliance  with  the  said 
resolutions. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in  OoTemor 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same  SJi^^e  or 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  person  administring  the  gov-  Siaap- 
emment  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  to  approve  or  disapprove  of  any  Sommto- 
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commissioner  or  commissioners  appointed  or  to  be  appointed  by  the  su- 
perintendant  of  the  finances  of  the  United  States  to  settle  the  accounts  be- 
tween this  State  and  the  said  United  States  and  the  creditors  of  the  United 
States  within  this  State  agreeable  to  the  said  resolution  of  congress  of 
the  twentieth  of  February  last  past. 

II,  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  each  of  the  said  commissioners  appointed 
or  to  be  appointed  by  the  said  superintendant  of  the  finances  of  the 
United  States  in  pursuance  of  the  said  several  resolutions  of  the  twen- 
tieth and  twenty  seventh  of  February  last  past  to  issue  a  summons  un- 
der his  hand  requiring  any  person  or  persons  to  appear  before  the  said 
commissioner  as  a  witness  to  be  examined  on  oath  or  affirmation  which 
oath  or  affirmation  the  said  commissioners  are  hereby  severally  author- 
ized to  administer  touching  such  accounts  as  are  respectively  assigned 
to  them  for  settlement;  and  if  any  person  so  summoned  shall  refuse  or 
neglect  to  appear  and  be  examined  as  aforesaid  without  a  reasonable 
excuse  the  person  so  offending  shall  forfeit  for  each  offence  the  sum  of 
five  pounds  to  be  recovered  in  a  summary  way  with  costs  of  suit  before 
any  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  county  wherein  such  person  may  reside, 
and  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  person  at  whose  instance  the  summons 
issued:  Provided  always  that  no  witness  shall  be  obliged  to  attend  unless 
the  person  at  whose  instance  he  may  be  summoned  shaJl  engage  to  pay  him 
at  the  rate  of  five  shillings  per  day  for  each  day  he  shall  attend  and  for 
as  many  days  as  may  be  necessary  to  come  from  and  return  to  his  place 
of  abode  computing  at  the  rate  of  twenty  miles  as  equivalent  to  one  day. 


CHAP.  5. 


AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled, 
to  adjust  the  proportions  of  this  State  towards  the  expences  of 
the  war,  in  a  mode  different  from  that  prescribed  by  the  arti- 
cles of  confederation. 

Passed  the  22d  of  July,  1782. 

Preamble.  WHEREAS  the  congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  did,  by  their 
resolution  of  the  twentieth  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty  two,  amongst  other  things  therein  contained,  earnestly  recommend 
to  the  several  legislatures  of  the  respectives  States,  without  delay  to  au- 
thorize and  empower  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled  in  the 
final  settlement  of  the  proportions  to  be  borne  by  each  State  of  the  gen- 
eral expences  of  the  war  from  the  commencement  thereof  until  the  first 
day  of  January  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  two,  except  the 
monies  loaned  to  the  United  States,  to  assume  and  adopt  such  princi- 
ples, as  from  the  particular  circumstances  of  the  several  States  at  differ- 
ent periods  may  appear  just  and  equitable,  without  being  wholly  con- 
fined to  the  rule  laid  down  in  the  eighth  article  of  the  confederation  in 
cases  where  the  same  cannot  be  applied  without  manifest  injustice. 

And  whereas  this  State  is  willing  and  desirous  to  adopt  every  measure 
conducive  to  the  permanent  interest  and  advantage  of  the  United  States. 
GongresB  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  StcUe  of  New  York,  rep- 
eSSuo'  resented  in  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
settle  pro-  the  same.  That  the  congress  of  the  United  States  are  hereby  empowered 
of'wsr  ex-  and  authorized  finally  to  adjust  and  settle  the  proportions  to  be  borne 
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by  this  State,  towards  the  general  expences  of  the  war  from  the  commence-  Pf^ses  to 
ment  of  it  until  the  first  day  of  January  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  by  this* 
hundred  and  eighty  two  (except  the  monies  loaned  to  the  United  States)  s^^®* 
upon  such  principles  as  may  in  their  judgment  be  just  and  equitable, 
the  eighth  article  of  the  confederation  of  the  United  States,  notwith- 
standing. 


CHAP.  6. 

AN  ACT  for  levying  a  tax  within  this  State. 

Passed  the  22d  of  July,  1782. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^   represented  TklXc^^a. 
in  Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the 
same.  That  there  shall  be  raised  by  tax  and  paid  into  the  treasury  of 
this  State,  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day  of  September  next,  the  sum  of 
eighteen  thousand  pounds. 

That  the  quota  of  the  county  of  Albany  of  the  said  sum,  shall  be  seven  Quotas  of 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  the  quota  of  the  county  of  counties. 
Dutchess,  four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  the  quota  of 
the  county  of  Ulster  two  thousand  seven  hundred  pounds,  the  quota  of 
the  county  of  Orange,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty  five  pounds, 
the  quota  of  the  county  of  Try  on  one  hundred  and  eighty  pounds,  the 
quota  of  the  county  of  West  Chester  three  hundred  and  fifteen  pounds, 
and  the  quota  of  the    county  of  Charlotte  ninety  pounds.     That  the 
quota  of  each  city  town  manor  district  and  precinct  within  the  several 
counties  of  the  said  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds,  shall  be  in  like 
proportion  thereto,  as  the  quota  of  such  city  town  manor  district  or 
precinct  of  the  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds  directed  to  be  raised 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June  last,  by  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for 
raising  the  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds  and  the  further  sum  of 
eighteen  thousand  pounds  by  tax  within  this  State,  and  for  settling  pub- 
lic accounts,"  passed  the  eleventh  day  of  April  last,  shall  be  in  propor- 
tion to  the  said  last  mentioned  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds.    That  J^^^eS 
the  supervisors  clerk  shall  forthwith  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  ascer-  to  aaoei^ 
tain  the  sum  apportioned  to  be  raised  in  each  city  town  manor  district  or  JJiount 
precinct,  in  each  county  respectively,  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and  JP^^  ^ 
cause  the  several  supervisors  to  be  served  with  a  notice  in  writing  of  each  city, 
the  sum  at  which  the  quota  of  their  city  town  manor  district  or  pre-  J^d°noSy 
cinct  respectively,  shall  be  so  ascertained.     That  in  case  of  the  death  supervia- 
or  absence  of  any  supervisor  or  supervisors  such  notice  shall  be  served  on  ^^SeMora. 
any  of  the  assessors.     That  in  case  the  assessors  have  already  completed  if  assea- 
either  of  the  assessments  of  the  sums  to  be  assessed  in  pursuance  of  the  SSmpieted 
above  mentioned  act,  on  the  city  town  manor  district  or  precinct,  in  the  ro"t  offl- 
mode  prescribed  in  and  by  the  said  act,  the  supervisor  or  supervisors,  or  ^medto 
justice  of  the  peace,  whom  in  case  of  the  death  or  absence  of  the  supervisor  ^^^  *•* 
or  supervisors  the  assessors  shall  have  notified  or  shall  hereafter  notify  for 
the  purpose  shall  within  three  weeks  after  the  passing  of  this  act  form  a 
tax  list  agreeable  to  the  last  assessment  roll  which  has  been  made  in  pur- 
suance of  the  said  act.     That  the  assessment  roll  and  tax  list  shall  respec-  Fonn  of 
tively  be  of  the  form  and  agreeable  to  the  plan  contained  in  the  schedule  JSx  uS? 
hereunto  annexed  —  That  the  amount  of  the  monies  inserted  in  the  Amount 
tax  list  as  and  for  the  tax  to  be  paid  by  each  respective  person,  shall  J^ited^n. 
bear  such  proportion  to  the  amount  of  the  sum  at  which  such  person 
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shall  be  assessed,  as  the  whole  sum  to  be  raised  within  the  city  town 
manor  district  or  precinct  doth  bear  to  the  whole  amount  of  the 
assessment  thereof.  That  if  neither  of  the  assessment  rolls  directed  to 
be  made  in  and  by  the  said  act  are  completed  on  the  first  day  of  August 
next,  the  supervisor  or  supervisors,  or  in  case  of  the  death  or  absence 
of  the  supervisor  or  supervisors,  such  assessor  on  whom  a  notice  shall 
have  been  served  as  aforesaid,  shall  forthwith  thereafter  convene  the 
assessors.  That  the  assessors  in  case  no  assessments  have  been  made  as 
aforesaid  shall  within  three  weeks  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  proceed 
to  form  the  assessment  roll  agreeable  to  the  mode  prescribed  in  and  by 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  levying  a  tax  within  this  State,"  passed  the 
twentieth  day  of  November  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty 
one.  That  the  supervisor  or  supervisors,  or  justice  shall  thereupon 
within  six  days  after  such  assessment  roll  shall  be  so  completed  com- 
plete the  tax  list  in  the  manner  herein  before  prescribed  and  directed- 
That  the  supervisor  or  supervisors  or  such  justice  shall  within  two  days 
after  completing  and  signing  the  tax  list,  deliver  the  same  to  the  col- 
lector, who  shall  on  or  before  the  said  twentieth  day  of  September  next, 
complete  the  collection  of  the  said  tax.  That  the  assessors  shall  and 
may  exercise  the  like  power,  and  perform  the  same  duties  in  forming 
and  completing  the  assessment  roll,  in  delivering  the  same  to  the  super- 
visor or  supervisors,  or  to  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  notifying  him  for  the 
purpose,  as  they  were  authorized  and  directed  to  exercise  and  perform 
in  and  by  the  last  mentioned  act.  That  gold  and  silver,  notes  issued 
by  the  honorable  Robert  Morris  Esquire,  superintendant  of  the  finances 
of  the  United  States  for  gold  or  silver,  notes  issued  by  the  directors  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  gold  or  silver,  at  the  value  expressed 
on  the  same  respectively,  and  no  qther  species  of  money  or  notes  shall 
be  received  in  payment  for  the  said  taxes.  That  the  collector,  in  case 
of  nonpayment  of  the  said  tax,  shall  and  may  levy  the  same  by  distress 
and  sale,  or  recover  the  same,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  last 
mentioned  act.  That  the  collectors  and  county  treasurers,  shall  pay  the 
monies  and  notes  arising  from  the  said  tax,  into  the  county  treasuries 
and  treasury  of  this  State;  and  be  entitled  to  the  like  allowances  and 
commissions,  in  like  manner  as  they  were  respectively  directed  to  pay, 
and  were  entitled  to  in  and  by  the  said  last  mentioned  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  super- 
visor, supervisors  or  justice,  shall  and  may  call  special  town  meetings 
for  elections,  cause  an  assessment  roll  and  tax  list  to  be  fairly  made  out, 
sign  the  tax  list,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  delivered  to  the  collector  or 
collectors  and  a  copy  thereof  filed  with  the  treasurer  of  the  county,  cause 
the  collectors  to  appear  before  him  or  them  and  render  account,  direct 
the  collectors  and  report  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county,  in  like  manner 
as  is  directed  in  and  by  the  said  last  mentioned  act.  That  the  super- 
visors or  such  justices  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid,  and  assessors  shall  each 
be  allowed  for  their  services,  at  the  same  rate,  to  be  paid  in  the  same 
manner,  as  directed  in  and  by  the  said  last  mentioned  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  su- 
pervisor or  justice  of  the  peace,  or  supervisors  clerk,  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  to  execute  any  of  the  duties  enjoined  on  them  in  and  by  this  act, 
the  person  or  persons  so  offending  shall  for  each  and  every  such  offence, 
forfeit  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  to  this  State,  to  be  recovered  with  costs 
in  a  summary  manner,  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  in  the 
name  of  the  treasurer  of  the  county;  and  such  justice  shall  forthwith  after 
hearing  the  proofs  and  allegations  of  the  parties,  award  judgment  and 
execution  thereupon;  and  such  monies  when  recovered  shall  be  paid  into 
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the  treasury  of  the  State.  That  if  any  collector  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
to  appear  before  the  supervisor  or  supervisors  of  the  city  town  manor 
district  or  precinct,  or  such  justice  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid,  in  the  man- 
ner herein  before  directed,  when  notified  by  writing  under  his  or  their 
hand  or  hands,  or  if  any  collector  shall  refuse  to  render  an  account  to  the 
supervisor  or  supervisors,  or  such  justice  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid,  or  if 
the  assessors  shall  neglect  to  complete  the  assessments  within  the  time 
in  and  by  this  act  limited  and  appointed,  the  person  or  persons  so 
offending  shall  for  every  such  offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds, 
to  be  recovered  with  costs  in  a  summary  way  by  the  treasurer  of  the 
county,  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  directed,  with  respect  to  supervisors, 
supervisors  clerks,  and  such  justices  as  aforesaid,  and  the  said  monies  when 
recovered  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  State.  And  it  is  hereby 
expressly  made  the  duty  of  the  supervisor,  supervisors  and  such  justices 
of  the  peace,  to  report  every  such  offender  to  the  county  treasurer,  and 
it  is  hereby  also  expressly  made  the  duty  of  the  county  treasurefrs  re- 
spectively, to  commence  and  prosecute  such  suits. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  ibid, 
county  treasurer  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  any  of  the  duties  pre- 
scribed to  him  in  and  by  this  act,  such  county  treasurer  shall  for  each 
and  every  such  neglect  or  refusal,  forfeit  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  to  be 
recovered  in  a  summary  way,  with  costs  in  the  name  of  the  treasurer  of 
this  State,  before  any  justice  of  the  peace,  in  the  mode  herein  before 
mentioned  and  prescribed,  with  respect  to  supervisors,  supervisors  clerks, 
and  such  justices  as  aforesaid;  and  that  such  penalty  when  recovered 
shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  State.  That  if  any  of  the  aforesaid 
officers  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  the  duties  herein  before  men- 
tioned within  the  times  for  that  purpose  by  this  act  limited,  and  shall 
thereof  be  convicted  as  aforesaid,  such  officer  or  officers  shall  notwith- 
standing perform  the  respective  duties  by  this  act  directed,  if  a  collector 
within  ten  days,  and  if  any  other  officer  within  five  days,  after  the  judg- 
ment against  him  for  such  offence,  and  for  every  other  neglect  or  non- 
performance be  subject  to  the  same  penalties  as  are  herein  before  men- 
tioned, to  be  recovered  and  applied  in  the  same  manner  as  is  herein  be- 
fore directed. 

And  bje  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  treas-  Treasurer 
urer  of  this  State  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  the  monies  mo^ys  to 
arising  from  the  tax  to  be  levied  by  this  act,  to  the  commissioner  of  the  commis- 
loan  office  of  this  State,  or  to  such  other  person  as  shall  be  appointed  by  loan  office, 
the  said  superintendent  of  finance  to  receive  the  same  within  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  asses-  Articles 
sors    shall  not  in  any   assessments  to  be  made  in   pursuance  of   this  S^^*d. 
act,  include  the  value  of  the  articles  subjected  to  taxation  by  the  act  for 
the  appointment  of  commissions  for  procuring  monies  on  loan  and  cloth- 
ing, for  the  use  of  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  col-  Action 
lector  shall  advance  or  pay  any  sum  of  money  as  and  for  the  tax  of  any  Safn-* 
person  whose  name  shall  be  mentioned  in  the  tax  list  delivered  to  such  ^^^^^ 
collector  such  collector  his  executors  or  administrators  shall  and  may  etc.,  for  ' 
in  an  action  commenced  for  monies  advanced  to  the  use  of  such  per-  Sd™ced 
son,  his  her  testator  or  intestate,  recover  the  monies  so  advanced,  with  to  pay  tax. 
costs. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  his  excel-  OoTemor 
lency  the  governor  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  impowered,  to  take  on  {Ji^for""* 
loan  for  the  use  of  this  State,  a  sum  in  specie,  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  g«®  ®' 
pounds,  and  to  pay  the  same  into  the  treasury  of  this  State;  and  the  exceeding 
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faith  of  this  State  is  hereby  pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  same,  within 
one  year  after  the  termination  of  the  present  war,  together  with  the 
interest  thereof  at  six  per  centum  per  annum,  and  also  for  the  immediate 
payment  of  all  incidental  expenses  attending  the  procuring  and  trans- 
porting the  said  monies  at  the  risque  of  this  State:  And  his  excellency 
the  governor  is  hereby  authorized  to  retain  and  pay  out  of  the  monies  so 
to  be  taken  on  loan,  all  the  incidental  expences  attending  the  procuring 
and  transporting  the  same.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  his 
excellency  the  governor,  upon  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  said  monies 
coming  into  the  treasury  of  this  State,  by  a  warrant  or  warrants  under 
his  hand  and  the  privy  seal  of  the  State,  to  direct  the  treasurer  of  this 
State  to  pay  sucli  sum  or  sums  to  the  commissioner  of  the  loan  office  of 
this  State,  or  to  the  superintendent  of  the  finances  of  the  United  States, 
or  to  such  person  as  he  shall  appoint  to  receive  the  same,  as  part  of  the 
quota  assigned  to  this  State  for  the  present  year. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  sum  of 
ten  thousand  pounds,  which  his  excellency  the  governor  was  authorized 
to  take  on  loan,  by  virtue  of  the  act  for  the  payment  of  certain  con- 
tingent expences  of  this  State  passed  the  fourteenth  day  of  April  last, 
and  which  was  appropriated  to  certain  purposes,  the  necessity  whereof 
appears  to  be  now  superceded,  shall  and  may  be  applied  by  his  said 
excellency  to  any  purposes  which  the  exigencies  of  the  State  may,  in 
his  opinion,  require. 

And  whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Tryon  and  Charlotte 
and  the  united  districts  of  Duanesburgh  and  Schoharie,  Balls-town,  Sara- 
toga and  Cambridge  in  the  county  of  Albany,  have  been  so  greatly 
harrassed  by  the  enemy,  and  are  exposed  to  such  frequent  calls  on 
military  duty  as  to  be  rendered  unable  to  pay  any  taxes  —  Be  it  there- 
fore enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  that  the  counties  of  Tryon  and 
Charlotte  and  the  united  districts  of  Duanesburgh  and  Schoharie,  Balls- 
town,  Saratoga  and  Cambridge  in  the  county  of  Albany,  shall  be  and 
they  are  hereby  respectively  exempted  for  raising  any  part  of  the  tax 
directed  to  be  raised  by  this  act;  and  the  treasurer  of  the  county  of 
Albany  is  hereby  directed  to  credit  the  said  county  with  the  amount  of 
such  sums  as  were  respectively  allotted  to  the  said  districts  by  the 
supervisors  agreeable  to  the  tax  law  passed  eleventh  day  of  April 
last. 


Form  of 

ascwse- 

ment-roll. 


SCHEDULE. 

Assessment-roll. 


PERSONS  ASSESSED. 

Real  esUte. 

Personal  estate. 

A    B 

I  GO 

S. 

d. 

•  •  • 

£ 

5° 

s. 

d. 

Chap.  7.] 


SIXTH  SESSION. 


509 


SCHEDULE. 
Tax-list. 


Of  tax. 
llat. 


PERSONS  ASSESSED. 

Aflsessment  of 
real  estate. 

AsBesBment  of 
personal  estate. 

Amount  of  tax. 

A.  B 

£ 

100 

S. 

d. 

£ 

5° 

s. 

d. 

£ 

00 

S. 
00 

d. 
00 

CHAP.  7. 

AN  ACT  .to  prevent  illicit  trade  with  the  enemy. 

Passed  the  22d  of  July,  1783. 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 
That  all  goods  wares  and  merchandize  of  the  produce  growth  or  manu- 
facture of  Great  Britain  or  of  any  country  or  territory,  thereon  depend- 
ing, and  all  other  goods  wares  and  merchandize  which  may  be  imported 
into  this  or  any  of  the  other  United  Stated  in  vessels  the  property  of  sub- 
jects of  the  king  of  Great  Britain  or  in  any  other  way  from  places  within 
the  power  of  the  enemy,  shall,  if  brought  into  any  part  of  this  State  not 
in  possession  of  the  enemy,  be  considered  as  contraband,  and  as  such 
be  liable  to  seizure  and  condemnation,  except  such  goods  wares  and 
merchandize  should  be  the  property  of  the  United  States,  or  of  this 
State,  or  being  the  property  of  an  inhabitant  of  some  other  State  should 
be  only  passing  through  this  State,  without  being  directly  or  indirectly 
sold,  bartered  or  otherwise  disposed  of  or  attempted  to  be  disposed  of 
within  this  State. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  after  the  expiration 
of  twenty  days  next  after  the  passing  of  this  act  to  seize  and  take  all  goods 
wares  and  merchandize,  which  he  she  or  they  may  find  in  or  moving 
through  any  part  of  this  State,  and  supposed  to  be  contraband,  and  the 
same  together  with  other  person  or  persons  in  whose  possession  they  may 
be  found  and  if  practicable,  together  with  the  carriages  on  which  the  same 
may  be  found  and  the  horses  or  cattle  drawing  such  carriages  or  carrying 
such  goods,  or  the  vessel  or  vessels  in  which  the  same  may  be  found  to 
convey  and  bring  before  the  next  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  city  or 
countywherein  such  seizure  shall  be  made,  who  shall  take  possession  of  the 
said  goods  wares  and  merchandizes  and  the  carriages  horses  cattle  and 
vessel  employed  in  and  about  the  transportation  of  the  same,  and  shall 
make  and  subscribe  a  particular  inventory  thereof  and  furnish  each  of 
the  parties  with  a  true  copy  thereof,  and  shall  then  without  delay  ap- 
point a  time  and  place  for  the  trial  of  the  same,  in  which  tryal  the  cap- 
tor or  captors  shall  be  considered,  as  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  and  the  person 
or  persons,  in  whose  possession  the  same  were  found  as  defendant  or  de- 
fendants, and  unless  the  defendant  or  defendants  shall  make  it  appear 
by  witnesses  or  otherwise  upon  the  trial  of  the  case  by  such  justice,  or  by 
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a  jury,  which  shall  be  allowed  either  party  if  required,  in  like  manner 
as  is  allowed  on  trial  of  other  causes  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  that 
such  goods  wares  and  merchandize  are  not  of  the  produce  growth  or 
manufacture  of  Great  Britain  or  any  of  the  countries  or  territories  depend- 
ing thereon  or  if  such  goods  wares  and  merchandize  are  of  the  produce 
growth  or  manufacture  of  any  other  country  that  they  were  not  imported 
into  this  or  any  other  of  the  United  States  in  vessels  the  property  of 
subjects  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  or  in  any  other  way  from  places 
within  the  power  of  the  said  king,  or  that  such  goods  wares  and  mer- 
chandize are  by  the  exception  before  mentioned  not  made  liable  to 
condemnation.  Such  goods  wares  and  merchandize  shall  be  condemned 
together  with  the  cattle,  horses,  carriages  and  vessels  employed  in  or 
about  the  transportation  of  the  same,  the  one  half  to  the  use  of  the  cap- 
tor or  captors  and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  people  of  this  State, 
to  be  sold  in  manner  directed  by  the  eighth  clause  of  this  act,  and  par- 
tition of  the  money  made  in  like  manner.  Provided  that  the  defendant 
or  defendants  in  such  case  shall  if  he  she  or  they  require  it,  be  allowed 
twenty  days  after  the  effects  so  seized  were  deposited  to  prepare  for 
trial. 
Persons  III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  any 

of  ^b?i  person  or  persons  possessed  of  goods  wares  and  merchandize  made 
band  contraband  by  this  act,  and  which  were  legally  imported  into  this  State, 

deiwer™*^  niay  deliver  the  same  at  his  or  her  option  either  to  a  justice  of  the  peace 
offlcere*      ^^  *^^  county  or  to  a  supervisor  of  any  district  who  are  severally  hereby 
named       required  to  receive  the  same  and  to  give  the  person  or  persons  depos- 
ceiye  cer-   ^*^^B  ^^  same  a  certificate  that  he  hath  received  from  such  person  or 
tifloate,      persons  the  goods  wares  and  merchandize,  mentioned  in  the  invoice  or 
schedule  to  be  annexed  to  such  certificate,  and  shall  also  transmit  a 
duplicate  of  such  certificate  and  invoice,  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county 
and  the  goods  so  deposited  shall  remain  and  be  safely  kept  by  the  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  or  supervisor  to  whom  the  same  shall  have  been  de- 
livered, for  the  use  of  the  person  or  persons  depositing  the  same  so  long 
as  this  act  shall  continue  in  force  to  prevent  the  sale  of  British  goodis 
within  this  State,  or  until  the  legislature  shall  direct  the  same  to  be 
restored. 
Warrant         IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  after 
fb/cor?    *^^  expiration  of  twenty  days,  next  after  the  passing  of  this  act  any  per- 
tfaband      son  or  persons  shall  apply  to  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  any  city  or 
Sue*on     county  within  this  State  for  a  warrant  to  search  for  any  goods  wares 
officer"^    and  merchandize  made  contraband  by  this  act,  and  shall  make  oath 
executing  that  he  or  they  suspect  and  realy  believe  that  goods  wares  and   mer- 
t5S!k™pen  chandizes  by  this  act  declared  to  be  contraband  are  deposited  or  con- 
doors,  etc.  cealed  in  the  dwelling  house  out  house  bam,  stable,  store,  vessel,  or  in  any 
other  place  or  building  whatsoever  belonging  to  or  occupied  by  any  per- 
son or  persons  whatsoever,  the  said  justice  shall  forthwith  issue  his  war- 
rant directed  to  a  constable  of  the  county  requiring  him  to  make  dili- 
gent search  in  such  suspected  place  or  places  to  be  mentioned  in  such 
warrant  for  contraband  goods  and  to  break  open  the  doors  of  any  house 
outhouse  barn  stable,  store  or  vessel  for  the  purpose  of  making  any 
Inventory  such  search.     If  admittance  shall  be  refused,  and  that  if  he  shall  upon 
in  pres^^  such  search  find  any  goods  suspected  to  be  contraband  he  shall  before 
enoo  of       the  removal  of  such  goods  in  the  presence  of  two  reputable  freeholders 
m.  °   "   make  and  subscribe  with  his  name,  a  just  inventory  of  all  the  goods  by 
him  seized  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  possessor  of  the  house,  outhouse 
bam,  stable,  store  or  vessel  where  the  same  goods  were  found  and 
seized  and  cause  the  same  goods  to  be  brought  before  the  said  justice,  and 
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to  give  notice  by  advertizment  to  be  fixed  up  at  the  place  where  such 
goods  shall  be  found  that  the  claimant  or  claimants  forthwith  appear  be- 
fore the  said  justice  and  support  his  her  of  their  claim.  ,  That  the  said  Warrant 
constable  shall  execute  such  warrant  in  the  day  time  only,  and  shall  take  cuuldln*" 
to  his  assistance  two  reputable  freeholders  of  the  city  or  county,  and  dav-time 
with  them  only,  unless  he  meet  with  opposition  execute  the  said  warrant  ^"  ^' 
and  if  by  virtue  of  any  such  warrant,  any  such  goods  shall  be  brought 
before  such  justice,  the  said  justice,  shall  proceed  either  by  himself  or 
with  a  jury  if  the  claimant  or  claimants  require  it,  to  try  if  the  same  be 
contraband,  and  shall  proceed  in  like  manner  as  is  directed  in  the  sec- 
ond  enacting  clause  of  this  act,  provided  always,  that  if  no  claimant 
appears  within  twenty  days  after  notice  given  by  advertizement  as  afore- 
said, the  said  justice  shall  give  judgment  against  the  said  goods  in  fa- 
vour of  the  complainant,  one  half  whereof  shall  go  to  the  complainant, 
and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  people  of  this  State. 

V.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the   authority  aforesaid^  That  no  justice  or  Wearing 
jury  shall  by  virtue  of  this  act  condemn  the  wearing  apparel  or  house-  Jtarnot 
hold  furniture  of  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  or  any  watches  or  to  l>e  con- 
ornaments  imported  into  this  State,  before  the  passing  of  this  act  ™"* 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  every  Penaitr 
person  who  shall  be  convicted  of  directly  or  indirectly  selling  bartering  J?5."goo|j 
or  otherwise  disposing  of  goods  made  contraband  by  this  act,  after  the  ma^o  con- 
expiration  of  twenty  days  after  the  passing  thereof,  shall  be  fineable  in  ^™  *°  * 
five  times  the  value  of  the  goods  so  sold  bartered  or  disposed  of,  to  be 
recovered  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  in  a  summary  way  by  any 
person  or  persons  making  complaint  of  such  sale  with  costs  of  suit,  one 

half  to  the  complainant  and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  people  of 
this  State. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  whenever  if  judir- 
in  a  cause  to  be  tryed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  judgment  shall  be  given  for  JJJ^V^ 
the  defendant  or  defendants,  the  goods  wares  and  merchandizes  together  '•"|^*'*^ 
with  the  horses,  cattle  carriages  and  vessels  employed  in  the  transportation  KrestSed 
of  the  same  shall  be  restored  and  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs,  shall  pay  all  f5*lP***"^ 
fees,  costs  and  other  necessary  and  incidental  charges  attending  the  seiz-  costs;  if 
ing  of  the  same,  but  where  goods  wares  and  merchandize  shall  be  con-  J^^"  *^ 
demned,  the  same  together  with  the  horses  cattle  carriages  and  vessels  demned 
employed  in  the  transportation  thereof,  shall  be  delivered  to  one  of  the  SSSlby* 
collectors  in  the  county  in  which  such  condemnation  shall  have  been  ogjioctor, 
made,  which  collector  shall  under  the  inspection  of  such  justice  sell  the 

same,  at  public  vendue,  first  giving  at  least  eight  days  notice  by  adver- 
tisment  to  be  fixed  up  in  at  least  four  public  places,  in  such  county  of 
the  time  and  place  of  such  vendue,  provided  the  goods  so  to  be  sold  do 
not  in  the  opinion  of  the  justice  exceed  in  value  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds 
and  that  where  the  goods  so  to  be  sold  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  fifty 
pounds,  the  collector  appointed  to  sell  the  same  shall  by  advertizement 
to  be  published  in  one  of  the  news  papers  printed  in  this  State  give 
notice  of  the  time  and  place,  of  such  sale,  which  time  shall  not  be  less 
then  twenty  days  after  such  publication  in  the  news  papers,  and  shall  also 
by  advertizement  to  be  put  up  in  at  least  four  public  places  in  the  town 
manor  district  or  precinct  publish  such  times,  and  places.   That  all  fees  Pees  to  be 
and  incidental  charges  of  the  seizure,  tryal  and  sale  of  the  said  goods,  Moneys'**' 
wares  and  merchandizes  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  monies  arising  from  jjisin* 
such  sale  or  sales,  and  the  one  moiety  of  the  remainder  of  such  monies  ando?^' 
shall  by  the  said  collector  be  paid  to  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  and  the  JU^^o?- 
other  moiety  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county  in  which  the  seizure  was  ety  to 
made,  to  be  by  such  treasurer  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  State,  for  the  p***°*'* 
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use  of  the  people  of  this  State  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  justice  by 
writing  to  be  by  him  signed  to  inform  the  county  treasurer  of  the  sum  or 
sums  of  money  which  the  said  collector  shall  have  to  pay  to  the  said 
treasurer  out  of  the  monies  which  shall  arise  from  such  sale  or  sales  as 
aforesaid,  and  transmit  a  duplicate  thereof  to  the  treasurer  of  the  State. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  any 
justice  or  jury  may  proceed  to  tryal  and  award  judgment  in  any  case 
brought  before  them  or  before  any  jury  by  virtue  of  this  act  altho  the 
value  of  the  goods  wares  and  merchandize  in  question  shall  exceed  the 
sum  of  ten  pounds  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  in  case 
any  goods  wares  or  merchandize  seized  or  taken  as  contraband  by  virtue 
of  this  act  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  lawful  money  of  this 
State  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  claimant  or  claimants  to  elect  another  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  of  the  county  where  the  goods  wares  or  merchandize 
shall  be  seized  or  taken,  and  the  justice  to  whom  application  for  a  trial 
respecting  the  said  goods  wares  or  merchandize  so  seized  or  taken,  shall 
be  made  in  the  first  instance  together  with  the  justice  elected  by  the 
claimant  or  claimants,  shall  elect  another  justice  of  the  county,  and 
which  said  three  justices  shall  associate  for  the  said  trial,  and  further 
that  in  the  case  provided  for  by  this  clause  the  trial  shall  if  the  claimant 
or  claimants,  shdl  request  the  same,  be  by  twelve  jurors  instead  of  six, 
and  the  said  three  justices  shall  issue  process  for  summoning  twenty  four 
instead  of  twelve  jurors.  Provided,  that  after  condemnation  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  said  justice  to  whom  application  shall  be  so  made  in  the  first 
instance,  to  proceed  in  all  things  and  in  like  manner  as  is  herein  before 
directed  in  case  of  trial  before  a  single  justice.  Provided  also  if  the 
claimant  or  claimants  shall  not  elect  another  justice  the  justice  to  whom 
the  complaint  was  made,  shall  proceed  to  tryal  as  if  this  clause  had  not 
been  enacted,  and  provided  also  that  the  justice,  elected  by  the  claim- 
ant or  claimants  shall  not  be  able  to  attend,  the  claimant  or  claimants 
shall  elect  another 

X.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  justice  to  whom  application  shall  be  made  for  a  trial  in 
the  first  instance  and  he  is  hereby  required  on  the  request  of  the  claim- 
ant or  claimants  previous  to  any  other  proceedings,  to  enquire  of ,  and 
on  his  oath  of  office  adjudge  the  value  of  the  goods  wares  or  merchan- 
dize so  seized  or  taken,  and  if  he  shall  adjudge  the  same  exclusive  of 
the  horses  cattle  teams  or  vessels  transporting  the  same  to  exceed  the 
value  of  fifty  pounds,  then  the  trial  respecting  the  same  shall  be  had 
before  three  justices  in  manner  as  in  the  last  preceding  clauses  is  directed 
— And  to  the  end  that  the  juries  may  be  wholly  disinterested. 

XL  Be  it  further  enacted^  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  jurors 
for  any  trial  to  be  had  in  pursuance,  of  this  act  in  all  cases  where  the 
value  of  the  goods  due  exceed  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  shall  not  come 
from  the  town  manor  district  or  precinct  where  the  seizure  shall  be  made 
but  shall  be  returned  from  an  adjoining  town  manor  district  or  precinct 

XII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall 
be  and  it  is  hereby  expressly  made  the  duty  of  the  supervisors  and  as- 
sessors severally  in  the  respective  words  towns  manors  districts  and 
precincts  on  their  respective  oaths  of  office,  to  seize,  take  and  give  in- 
formation of  all  goods  wares  and  merchandize  deemed  contraband  in 
consequence  of  this  act. 

XIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  salt, 
saltpetre,  powder  and  all  goods  wares  and  merchandize  being  of  the 
produce  of  the  West  Indies,  shall  not  be  considered  as  contraband  goods 
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and  shall  not  be  subject  to  condemnation,  any  thing  in  this  or  any  other 
act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

XIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  whenever  When 
the  person  administering  the  government  of  this  State  shall  by  proclama-  fhafi*^"^^' 
tion  declare  that  the  enemy  have  evacuated  the  southern  part  of  this  ?J??l5^® 
State,  so  much  of  this  act  as  respects  the  sale  or  transportation  of  Bntish  part  of 
goods,  or  any  other  goods  imported,  in  British  bottoms,  and  which  may  evacuated 
then  be  within  the  State,  shall  cease  and  become  void  as  fully  to  all  in-  ^^  ®°®py 
tents  and  purposes  as  if  the  same  had  been  repealed  by  express  act  of  come  void 
the  legislature.  Slm^^*^ 

XV.  And  be  tt further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  no  goods  Goods 
wares  or  merchandizes  which  may  be  seized  condemned  and  sold  in  JJ^Tned 
pursuance  of  this  act  shall  be  subject  to  seizure  or  condemnation,  after  and  Bold 
the  sale  made  by  the  collector  as  aforesaid,  unless  such  goods  wares  Jubje5t*to 
and  merchandizes  shall  be  exposed  to  sale  or  barter  after  such  sale  made  seizure 

by  the  collector.  exp^ 

for  sale. 


CHAP.  8. 

AN  ACT  farther  to  continue  to  the  person  administering  the 
government  of  this  State  the  power  of  appointing  a  place  for 
holding  the  supreme  court. 

Passed  the  22d  of  July,  1782. 

Whereas  the  power  by  law  granted  to  the  person  administering  the  Preamble, 
government  of  this  State  of  appointing  a  place  for  holding  the  supreme 
court  expired  on  the  first  day  of  April  last,  and  no  provision  hath  since 
been  made  in  the  premisses. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre-  Act  named 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  JSd^^n- 
the  same  That  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  to  the  person  admin-  tinu«<i  in 
istering  the  government  of  this  State  the  power  of  appointing  the  place 
for  holding  the  supreme  court,"  and  the  powers  and  provisions  therein 
and  thereby  made  and  granted,  are  hereby  revived;  and  are  hereby  de- 
clared to  be,  and  shall  be  deemed  to  all  intents  and  purposes  in  full 
force  and  effect  as  and  from  the  said  first  day  of  April  last;  and  the  said 
powers  and  provisions  are  hereby  farther  continued  and  shall  be  in  full 
force,  until  the  legislature  shall  make  farther  provision  in  the  premises. 


CHAP.  9. 

AN  ACT  to  compel  the  payment  of  the  arrearages  of  taxes. 

Passed  the  24th  of  July,  1782. 

Whereas  considerable  sums  are  due  from  the  subjects  of  this  State,  Preampie. 
for  taxes  imposed  at  different  periods 

And  whereas  it  is  just  and  necessary  that  such  persons  who  have  neg- 
lected or  refused  to  contribute  their  proportions  of  the  taxes  requisite 
for  the  public  exigencies,  should  be  compelled  to  pay  the  arrearages  of 
such  taxes. 
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I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  hy  the  people  of  the  State  of  New  York^  rep- 
resented in  Senate  and  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  hy  the  authority 
of  the  same.  That  all  taxes  due  and  in  arrear  in  consequence  of  any  act 
or  acts  for  raising  monies  passed  from  and  after  the  twenty  seventh  day 
of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  and  before 
the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  one, 
shall  be  paid  by  the  person  or  persons  on  whom  the  same  were  origi- 
nally assessed,  in  the  manner  herein  aflier  maintained  or  in  case  of  the 
death  of  such  person  or  persons,  such  taxes  shall  be  paid  by  his  her  or 
their  heirs  executors  or  administrators. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  such 
persons  who  are  supervisors  or  collectors  of  any  ward  town  manor  dis- 
trict or  precinct  since  the  said  twenty  seventh  day  of  March  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  and  in  whose  hands  or  posses- 
sion any  of  the  tax  lists  made  in  pursuance  of  any  act  or  acts  for  levy- 
ing monies  by  tax  as  aforesaid  shall  be,  or  if  such  tax  lists  shall  be  in 
the  hands  or  possession  of  the  executors  or  administrators  of  such  su- 
pervisor or  collector,  such  executors  or  administrators  shall  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  December  next,  deliver  such  tax  list  or  a  copy  thereof  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  county.  That  the  collector  or  collectors  his  or  their 
executors  or  admmistrators,  shall  on  such  tax  list  by  him  or  them  de- 
livered distinguish  the  monies  paid  by  each  respective  person  for  his  or 
her  tax,  and  answer  such  questions  relative  to  the  same  on  oath  or  affir- 
mation (which  oath  or  affirmation  such  treasurer  is  hereby  authorized  to 
administer)  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  such  treasurer  to  determine 
what  part  of  the  monies  mentioned  in  such  tax  list  has  been  paid  by  the 
persons  whose  names  are  contained  in  such  tax  list,  and  what  part  still 
remains  unpaid. — That  the  treasurer  shall  thereupon  forthwith  determine 
the  value  of  such  tax  at  which  each  person  who  has  hot  paid  shall  have 
been  taxed  in  each  of  the  said  tax  lists,  and  make  separate  lists  for  each 
ward  town  manor  district  or  precinct,  containing  the  names  of  the  p>er- 
sons  taxed  in  such  ward  town  manor  district  or  precinct  and  who  have 
not  paid  all  the  sums  assessed  as  aforesaid  and  due  from  them,  and  the 
amount  of  the  tax  of  such  persons  which  still  remains  unpaid,  which  list 
shall  be  made  in  the  form  and  upon  the  plan  contained  in  the  schedule 
annexed  to  this  act. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  treasurer  of  the  county  as  soon  as 
such  lists  shall  be  compleated  to  grant  warrants  on  the  said  lists  under 
his  hand  to  the  collector  or  collectors  of  the  ward  town  manor  district 
or  precinct  directing  them  respectively  to  levy  the  arrearages  of  the 
said  tax  and  to  return  the  same  into  the  treasury  of  the  county  at  a 
certain  day  in  the  said  warrant  expressed  not  exceeding  six  weeks  from 
the  date  of  such  warrant,  which  list  and  warrant  the  treasurer  shall 
cause  to  be  delivered,  to  the  collector  or  collectors  of  the  ward  town 
manor  district  or  precinct  immediately  after  such  warrant  being  granted. 
And  that  in  case  the  said  arrearages  of  tax  shall  not  be  collected  within 
the  time  limited  in  and  by  such  warrant,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  if  it 
shall  appear  to  the  treasurer  by  the  examination  of  one  or  more  witnesses 
under  oath  or  affirmation  (which  oath  or  affirmation  such  treasurer  is 
hereby  authorized  to  administer)  that  the  collection  'of  such  arrearages 
of  tax  was  unavoidably  delayed,  to  give  such  further  time  for  the  col- 
lection thereof  not  exceeding  three  weeks  as  to  him  shall  appear 
necessary.  That  the  collector  or  collectors  shall  thereupon  proceed  to 
the  collection  of  the  arrearages  of  such  tax  and  from  time  to  time  pay 
to  the  county  treasurer  the  produce  thereof,  never  retaining  in  their  hands 
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a  sum  exceeding  the  amount  of  two  hundred  pounds.    That  if  any 
person  so  taxed  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  his  or  her  tax  mentioned 
in  such  list  when  thereunto  required,  the  collector  shall  levy  the  same  by 
distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chatties  of  the  persons  so  refusing  or 
neglecting —  That  where  distress  and  sale  shall  be  made  in  either  of  the 
cases  abovementioned,  the  overplus  after  deducting  the  charges  of  such 
distress  and  sale  shall  be  returned  to  the  person  by  reason  of  the  neg- 
lect or  refusal  of  whom  such  distress  and  sale  shall  be  made.     That  for  Coiiectore 
want  of  goods  and  chatties  whereon  to  levy  the  tax,  the  collector  shall  SJtfons  to 
be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  commence  an  action  in  ooUect  tax 
his  own  name  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  where  at  where  no 
the  time  of  the  commencement  of  such  action  the  defendant  shall  SSSl**^* 
happen  to  be,  and  if  such  action  shall  be  commenced  against  the  per- 
sons taxed,  upon  proving  the  warrant  on  such  list  to  have  been  signed 
by  such  treasurer,  or  if  said  action  shall  be  commenced  against  the  heirs 
executors  or  administrators  of  the  person  taxed,  upon  proving  the  war- 
rant on  the  list  to  have  been  signed  by  the  treasurer  and  that  the 
defendant  or  defendants  are  the  heir  or  heirs  executor  or  executors  or 
administrator  or  administrators  of  the  person  taxed,  which  is  hereby 
declared  to  be  conclusive  evidence  to  entitle  the  plaintif  to  recover,  the 
jury  in  such  cases,  if  tried  by  a  jury,  shall  give  a  verdict,  and  the  justice 
in  every  such  case  shall  give  judgment  for  the  amount  of  the  sum  at 
which  the  defendant  or  his  her  or  their  ancestor  testator  or  intestate 
was  taxed,  with  costs;  and  the  authority  and  jurisdiction  of  such  justice 
is  hereby  extended  to  all  such  actions,  notwithstanding  the  sum  to  be 
sued  for  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  ten  pounds,  provided  always  that  if 
such  heir  or  heirs  executor  or  executors  administrator  or  administrators 
shall  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  justice  or  jury  that  no  assetts  to 
the  amount  of  the  tax  have  come  to  his  her  or  their  hands  from  his  her 
or  their  ancestor  testator  or  intestate,  in  such  case  the  plaintif  shall 
only  be  entitled  to  recover  the  amount  of  such  assets.     That  the  col-  Poundaire. 
lectors  shall  be  allowed  and  are  hereby  authorized  to  retain  in  their  hands 
out  of  the  taxes  by  them  collected,  a  poundage  ot  six  pence  in  the 
pound,  in  full  compensation  for  their  services  in  the  collection  of  the  taxes 
foresaid  —  That  the  several  county  treasurers  shall  from  time  to  time  pay  oounty 
and  deliver  to  the  treasurer  of  this  State  all  monies  bills  of  credit  or  tS^Siy'Sid 
certificates  to  be  received  in  payment  of  the  arrearages  of  the  said  deliver  all 
taxes,  never  retaining  in  their  possession  respectively  a  sum  exceeding  SJveJ'o? 
the  amount  of  one  thousand  pounds— That  the  several  county  treasurers  ^ftaxSf  to 
shall  be  allowed  and  are  hereby  authorized  to  retain  the  same  in  their  state 
hands  out  of  the  taxes  they  shall  receive  from  the  collectors  a  commis-  iSftwSve 
sion  of  twelve  shillings  for  every  hundred  pounds  for  their  services  in  shillings 
receiving  the  said  taxes  and  paying  the  same  into  the  treasury  of  this  h*undre7 
State  and  performing  all  and  every  the  duties  in  and  by  this  act  enjoined  Sfeir^m- 

on  them.  penaatlon. 

IV.    And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the    authority  aforesaid  That   the  Arrearages 
value  of  the  arrearages  of  the  said  tax  shall  be  estimated  by  the  treas-  matedaV' 
urer  of  the  county  in  the  list  to  be  made  by  him  in  pursuance  of  this  mtea 
act  at  the  rates  following  to  wit,  all  such  sums  as  are  due  and  in  arrear  °""® 
on  the  tax  imposed  by  an  act  entitled  An  act  for  raising  monies  to  be 
applied  towards  the  public  exigencies  of  this  State  passed  the  twenty 
eighth  day  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  at 
and  after  the  rate  of  one  silver  Spanish  milled  dollar  for  every  two  dol- 
lars and  three  tenths  of  a  dollar  in  arrear  on  the  said  tax. — All  such 
sums  as  are  due  and  arrear  on  the  tax  imposed  by  an  act  entitled  "  An 
act  for  raising  monies  by  tax  to  be  applied  towards  the  public  exigencies 
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of  this  State  "  passed  the  second  day  of  March  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy  nine,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  one  silver  Spanish 
milled  dollar  for  every  twelve  dollars  and  two  tenth  parts  of  a  dollar  in 
arrear  on  the  said  tax — All  such  sums  as  are  due  and  in  arrear  on  the 
tax  imposed  by  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  two  mil- 
lion five  hundred  thousand  dollars  by  tax  within  this  State  "  passed  the 
twenty  third  day  of  October  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy 
nine,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  one  silver  Spanish  milled  dollar  for  every 
twenty  nine  dollars  and  three  tenth  parts  of  a  dollar  in  arrear  on  the 
said  tax.  All  such  sums  as  are  due  and  in  arrear  on  the  first  tax -im- 
posed by  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  five  million  of 
dollars  by  tax  within  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned "  passed  the  sixth  day  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  one  silver  Spanish  milled  dollar  for 
every  forty  dollars  in  arrear  on  the  said  tax — ^All  such  sums  as  are  due 
and  in  arrear  on  the  second  tax  imposed  by  the  said  last  mentioned  act, 
at  and  after  the  rate  of  one  silver  Spanish  milled  dollar  for  every  fifty 
eight  dollars  in  arrear  of  the  said  tax — ^All  such  sums  as  are  due  and 
in  arrear  on  the  taxes  imposed  by  an  act  entitled  "An  act  approving  of 
the  act  of  congress  of  the  eighteenth  day  of  March  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  relative  to  the  finances  of  the  United  States  and 
making  provision  for  redeeming  the  proportion  of  this  State  of  the  bills 
of  credit  to  be  emitted  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act  of  congress"  passed 
the  fifteenth  June  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  at  and  af- 
ter the  rates  following  to  wit,  such  sums  as  are  due  on  the  first  payment 
directed  to  be  made  in  and  by  the  said  act  between  the  first  day  of  July 
and  the  first  day  of  October  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty, 
at  and  after  the  rate  of  one  silver  Spanish  milled  dollar  for  every  sixty 
five  dollars  in  arrear  on  the  said  tax — Such  sums  as  are  due  on  the  sec- 
ond payment  directed  to  be  made  in  and  by  the  said  act  between  the 
said  first  day  of  October  and  the  first  day  of  January  then  next  ensu- 
ing, at  and  after  the  rate  of  one  silver  Spanish  milled  dollar  for  every 
seventy  five  dollars  in  arrear  of  the  said  tax;  such  sums  as  are  due  on 
the  third  payment  directed  to  be  made  in  and  by  the  said  act  between  the 
first  day  of  January  aforesaid,  and  the  first  day  of  April  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty  one,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  one  new  emission 
dollar  issued  by  this  State  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  congress  of  the 
eighteenth  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  or  of  the  act 
of  the  legislature  of  this  State  passed  the  twenty  seventh  March  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  one,  for  every  forty  dollars  in  arrear 
of  the  said  tax,  and  that  no  other  money  or  any  certificate  of  any  kind 
whatsoever  shall  be  receivable  for  the  tax  last  mentioned. 
Gold,  bU-  V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  gold  and 
oerhflofS  silver,  notes  issued  by  the  superintendent  of  finance  of  the  United 
oeivabieiD  States  for  gold  or  silver  and  notes  issued  by  the  directors  of  the  bank  of 
•payment  of  the  United  States  for  gold  or  silver,  certificates  issued  by  the  agents  of 
SrS?*^  this  State  in  pursuance  of  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  procure  supplies 
for  the  use  of  the  army  and  to  prevent  a  monopoly  of  cattle  within  this 
State,  and  more  effectually  to  prevent  supplies  of  cattle  to  the  enemy  " 
passed  June  twenty  fourth  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  for 
specie;  certificates  granted  for  horses  purchased  by  this  State  for  the  use 
of  the  army  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  for  specie 
at  and  after  the  rate  of  eight  shillings  in  silver  for  every  dollar  expressed  to 
be  receivable  by  the  possessor  of  such  notes  or  certificates,  bills  of  credit 
emitted  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States  previous  to  the  eighteenth 
day  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  bills  of  credit 
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emitted  by  the  authority  of  the  late  colony  of  New  York  or  by  the  au- 
thority of  any  provincial  congress  of  the  said  late  colony  of  New  York, 
or  by  the  convention  of  the  State  at  and  after  the  rate  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  eight  dollars  of  the  said  bills  for  one  silver  Spanish  milled 
dollar;  certificates  issued  by  the  treasurer  of  this  State  in  pursuance  of 
an  act  entitled  *'  An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  certain  monies 
taken  on  loan  by  this  State  "  at  and  after  the  rate  of  forty  dollars  for 
every  dollar  of  the  said  tax,  and  warrants  with  receipts  thereon  en- 
dorsed, given  by  virtue  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  complete  the  Con- 
tinental battalions  raised  under  the  direction  of  this  State  "  passed  the 
first  day  of  July  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  at  the  rate  of 
one  dollar  in  specie  for  each  bushel  of  wheat  specified  in  such  warrant, 
shall  be  received  in  payment  for  the  arrearages  of  the  said  tax  and  that 
such  certificates  shall  be  received  from  the  possessors  thereof  respec- 
tively. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  if  any  Fttnalty  f  or 
supervisor  assessor  or  collector  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  any  of  5^^  **' 
the  duties  prescribed  in  and  by  this  act,  such  supervisor  assessor  or  col-  duty, 
lector  shall  for  every  such  neglect  or  refusal  forfeit  the  sum  of  twenty 
pounds,  to  be  recovered  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  in  a  summary 
way,  by  the  treasurer  of  the  county  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  and  by 
an  act  entitled  **  An  act  for  levying  a  tax  within  this  State  "  passed  at 
the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature.  Provided  always  that  the  col- 
lector or  other  person  or  persons  his  or  their  executors  or  administra- 
tors having  a  tax  list  in  his  or  their  possession  shall  not  be  subject  to 
such  forfeiture  for  neglecting  or  refusing  to  return  such  tax  lists  to  the 
treasurers,  or  for  refusing  to  answer  such  questions  as  shall  be  asked  him 
or  them  respecting  the  same  in  the  manner  herein  before  mentioned. 
And  that  if  any  county  treasurer  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  any 
of  the  duties  prescribed  in  and  by  this  act,  such  treasurer  shall  for  each 
and  every  such  neglect  or  refusal  forfeit  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  to  be 
recovered  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  in  a  summary  way  by  the 
treasurer  of  this  State  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  and  by  the  last 
mentioned  act. 

And  whereas  in  some  instances,  assessment  rolls  or  tax  lists  have  not  Proviso  as 


been  made  in  pursuance  and  agreeable  to  the  directions,  of  the  above  mentrSis 
mentioned  acts  not  made. 

VII.  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  Assessors 
wherever  such  assessment  rolls  or  tax  lists  in  and  by  any  of  the  said  office  to 
acts  directed  to  be  made  shall  not  be  compleated,  the  assessors,  now  in  JJ^J^®^ 
office,  shall  proceed  to  compleat  the  same  in  the  modes  respectively  pre- 
scribed by  the  said  acts,  and  in  compleating  such  assessment  rolls  and 

tax  lists,  the  supervisors  and  assessors  shall  be  allowed  the  same  time, 
exercise  the  same  powers,  and  proceed  in  the  same  manner,  as  are  pre- 
scribed and  directed  in  and  by  the  said  acts  respectively;  and  the  su- 
pervisor or  supervisors  shall  when  such  assessment' rolls  and  tax  lists  are 
respectively  compleated,  return  the  same  to  the  county  treasurer,  who 
shall  proceed  to  ascertain  the  value  of  each  person's  tax  and  enter  the 
same  in  the  list  to  be  made  by  him  in  the  manner  prescribed  and  men- 
tioned in  and  by  this  act  with  respect  to  taxes  heretofore  imposed  and 
assessed. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  gJ'J^P®**'*' 
supervisors  and  assessors  shall  be  respectively  allowed  for  their  respective 
services,  for  every  day  they  shall  be  actually  severally  employed  in  exe- 
cuting the  business  by  this  act  committed  to  them,  each  the  sum  of  six 
shillings  which  wages  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  as  the  contingent  charges 
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of  the  county  are  allowed  and  paid;  to  be  charged,  nevertheless,  to  the 
ward,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct^  in  which  the  same  shall  respec- 
tively arise. 
Tw;^>JJ       IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afor^said^  That  in  case  any 
warrant     supervisor  or  collector  his  executors  or  administrators,  or  any  other  per- 
of'offloen,  son  or  persons,  who  may  have  a  tax  list  or  tax  lists  in  their  possession 
oto.,        *  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  deliver  such  tax  lists  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
^eu?£'  county,  or  shall  refuse  to  answer  any  question  on  oath  or  affirmation,  of 
tax-usiB.     and  concerning  any  matter  or  thing  relative  to  the  said  tax  lists  and  ar- 
rearages due  thereon,  such  treasurer  shall  by  warrant  under  his  hand 
and  seal,  directed  to  any  constable  of  the  county,  cause  such  person  or 
persons  neglecting  or  refusing,  to  be  committed  to  the  common  goal  of 
the  county,  there  to  remain  until  he  or  they  shall  deliver  such  tax  lists 
or  answer  such  questions  proposed  to  him  as  aforesaid,  on  oath  or  affir- 
mation. 
^i^SS^     ^'  ^^ ^^-  '^  f^^^^^  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  ar- 
oountiM     rearages  of  taxes  due  from  the  counties  of  Try  on  and  Charlotte;  the 
Srtato^     united  districts  of  Duanesburgh  and  Schoharie  and  the  districts  of  Sara- 
wjgjdre.  toga  Cambridge  and  Ball's-town,  in  the  county  of  Albany;  the  precincts 
of  North  Castle  and  manor  of  Philip's-burgh,  in  the  county  of  West- 
chester, and  the  precinct  of  Mamekating  in  the  county  of  Ulster,  shall 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  remitted,  any  thing  in  this  or  any  other  act 
contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
^P^  XI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  That  the  supervisors  of  the  respec- 

aiiow^a^  tive  wards,  towns,  manors,  districts  and  precincts  shall  and  may  allow 
forooUe^  such  further  time  for  the  collectors  of  their  respective  wards,  towns, 
tion.  manors,  districts  or  precincts,  not  exceeding  six  weeks  for  the  collection 

of  the  taxes  imposed  by  an  act,  entitled  *  An  act  for  raising  a  tax  in 
specie  and  a  tax  in  paper  currency  "  passed  the  thirtieth  day  of  June 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  one,  and  the  treasurers,  super- 
visors and  collectors  shall  have  the  like  powers;  be  subject  to  the  like 
penalties,  and  to  be  recovered  in  like  manner  as  are  mentioned  in  the 
said  act.  And  in  order  that  the  legislature  may  be  duly  advised  of  any 
arrears  due  upon  the  taxes  directed  to  be  raised,  by  virtue  of  the  act  en- 
titled '*  An  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds^  and  the 
further  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds,  by  tax,  within  this  State  and 
for  settling  public  accounts,  passed  the  eleventh  day  of  April  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  two,  arid  also  of  any  taxes  which 
may  be  assessed,  by  virtue  of  an  act,  entitled  *'  An  act  for  levying  a  tax. 
within  this  State  "  passed  at  this  present  meeting  of  the  legislature  — 
County  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy  That  the  respective  county 

Sa!S*5Spy  treasurers  be,  and  they  are  hereby  respectively  required  to  lay  before  the 
«a-U8ts     legislature,  at  their  first  meeting  which  shall  be  after  the  first  day  of  De* 
iflgWataTO.  cember  next,  a  true  copy  of  all  the  tax  lists,  which  may  be  made  in  the 
respective  cities,  towns,  manors^  districts  and  precincts  in  their  respec- 
tive counties  with  an  account  of  all  taxes  which  may  then  be  in  arrear 
on  such  tax  lists. 
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CHAP.  10. 

AN  ACT  to  provide  forage  for  the  use  of  the  army. 

Passed  the  24th  of  July,  1782. 

Whereas  there  remains  a  sum  unappropriated  of  the  monies  to  be 
raised  by  virtue  of  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  eighteen 
thousand  pounds;  and  the  further  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds, 
by  tax  within  this  State,  and  for  settling  public  accounts."  Passed  the 
eleventh  day  of  April  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  two:  And 
whereas  application  hath  been  made  to  this  State,  by  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  for  an  aid  in  forage — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  repre- 
sented in  Senate  and  Assembly ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  samCy  That  the  sum  of  six  thousand  pounds  out  of  the  monies  so 
unappropriated,  shall  by  the  treasurer  of  this  State,  whenever  the  same 
or  any  part  thereof  shall  come  into  his  hands,  be  paid  unto  Udny  Hay 
Esquire,  agent  for  the  State,  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  such 
forage  and  procuring  such  pasturage  as  the  quarter  master  general  <rf 
the  army  of  the  United  States  shall  require,  and  that,  if  by  accident  the 
said  fund  should  be  found  incompetent  and  a  deficiency  arise,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  treasurer  of  this  State  to  make  good  such  de- 
ficiency, out  of  any  monies  which  his  excellency  the  governor  was  au- 
thorized to  take  on  loan,  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
payment  of  certain  contingent  expences  of  this  State,"  passed  the  four- 
teenth day  of  April  last  passed,  and  that,  if  there  should  be  a  deficiency 
after  the  monies  arising  from  the  said  funds  are  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  said  sum,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  treasurer  of 
this  State,  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  make  good  such  deficiency,  out 
of  any  monies  which  may  come  into  his  hands,  by  virtue  of  the  act  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  compel  the  payment  of  the  arrearages  of  taxes  passed 
this  present  meeting. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  said 
Udny  Hay  Esqu',  shall  purchase  such  forage  and  procure  such  pas- 
turage at  such  places  as  the  quarter  master  general  shall  direct  and  de- 
liver the  same  at  the  places  where  the  same  shall  be  purchased  or  pro- 
cured to  such  person  or  persons  as  the  quarter  master  general  shall 
appoint  to  receive  the  same,  and  such  forage  and  pasturage  shall  imme- 
diately after  its  being  purchased  and  procured  be  at  the  risk  of  the 
United  States,  until  tfie  same  is  delivered  as  aforesaid:  Provided  always 
that  no  such  forage .  shall  be  purchased  or  pasturage  procured  on  ac- 
count of  this  State,  until  the  quarter  master  general  shall  have  cove- 
nanted with  the  said  Udny  Hay,  to  pay  for  the  same  in  specie  or  notes 
issued  or  to  be  issued  by  the  superintendant  of  the  finances  of  the 
United  States,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  February  next,  and  if  the  said 
superintendant  shall  signify  to  his  excellency  the  governor  that  he  will 
credit  this  State  with  the  amount  of  such  forage  and  pasturage,  the  said 
covenant  shall  thenceforth  become  null  and  void. 
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CHAP.  11. 

AN  ACT  to  prevent  gp-ants  or  locations  of  the  lands  therein 

mentioned. 

Passed  the  25th  of  July,  1782. 

Whereas  congress  have  by  several  of  their  acts  declared  that  certain  Preamble, 
quantities  of  land  should  at  the  termination  of  the  present  war  with 
Great  Britain  be  granted  to  the  persons,  respectively  described  in  such 
acts,  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and 
whereas  the  legislature  of  this  State  are  inclined  to  make  provision  to 
carry  into  effect  the  said  acts  of  congress  at  a  future  day,  so  far  as  they 
respect  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  who  have 
a  right  to  such  grants  from  this  State. 

I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the   State  of  New  York  Lands 
represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  ^^Sr? 
of  the^ame.  That  all  the  lands  situate  lying  and  being  in  the  county  of  ^  **® 
Tryon  bounded  on  the  north  by  Lake  Ontario,  the  Onondago  river  and  offloen 
the  Oneida  lake,  on  the  west  by  a  line  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  the  ^^'*" 
Great  Sodus  or  Asorodus  creek,  thro*  the  most  westerly  inclination  of 
the  Senica  lake,  on  the  south  by  an  east  and  west  line  drawn  thro*  the 
most  southerly  inclination  of  the  Senica  lake,  and  on  the  east  by  a  line 
drawn  from  the  most  westerly  boundary  of  the  Oneida  or  Tuscarora  coun- 
try on  the  Oneida  lake  thro*  the  most  westerly  inclination  of  the  west 
bounds  of  the  Oneida  or  Tuscarora  country  ;  shall  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  declared  to  be  set  apart  and  assigned  for  the  purpose  of  making 
grants  to  major  generals  and  brigadier  generals,  who  at  the  time  of  their 
entering  into  the  service  were  inhabitants  of  this  State,  and  to  the  troops 
of  this  State  serving  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  their  legal 
representatives,  agreeable  to  any  acts  of  congress,  heretofore  published 
and  declared  or  any  law  or  laws  hereafter  to  be  passed  by  the  legisla- 
ture of  this  State  and  to  such  other  persons  as  the  legislature  may  here- 
after deem  it  necessary  to  provide  for  by  gratuities  in  land,  on  account 
of  their  military  services  in  the  army  of  the  United  States.  And  the  sur-  Lands 
veyor  general  for  the  time  being  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  strictly  inhib-  ®^®*p**^* 
ited  from  receiving  and  accepting  of  any  location  on  any  part  of  the 
lands  so  set  appart  except  for  certificates  lodged  in  his  office  before  the 
passing  of  this  act,  and  excepting  out  of  the  said  tract,  so  set  apart,  a 
certain  tract  of  land  within  the  bounds  following  (to  wit)  Beginning  at 
the  mouth  of  a  brook  or  small  river  which  empties  into  the  east  side  of  the 
river,  proceeding  from  the  Cayuga  lake  being  known  by  the  name  of 
Teyagokaryen  and  running  thence    southerly  along  the  northeasterly 
bank  thereof  to  a  ford  at  the  north  end  of  the  pond  or  lake  called  and 
known  by  the  name  of  Wasko,  thence  southwest  to  the  Cayuga  lake, 
thence  northly  along  the  bank  of  said  lake  to  Teyagokaryen  the  stream 
first  above  mentioned  and  the  surveyor  general  is  hereby  also  strictly 
inhibited  from  receiving  and  accepting  of  any  locations  on  any  part  of 
the  lands  contained  in  the  tract  last  described. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid^   That  it  shall  Lawful  for 
and  may  be  lawfuU  for  the  surveyor  general  to  reserve  locations  in  that  l^ni  to 
part  of  the  tract  by  this  act  sett  apart  for  the  use  of  the  troops  of  this  J^JJJJ^, 
State  serving  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  for  a  quantity  of  land  equal  to 
equivalent  to  two  townships  of  seven  miles  square  each  in  that  part  of  Jhtpe*^^"" 
the  tract  so  set  a  part  which  lies  between  the  Seneca  and  Cayuga  lakes  j^ween , 
and  adjoining  to  any  locations  heretofore  made.  named. 
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SJJJ^^^      III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it  shall 
rofuse       and  may  be  lawful!  to  and  for  the  surveyor  general,  and  he  is  hereby 
oatesto      required  to  refuse  certificates  to  any  person  or  persons  who  already  have 
persons     or  hereafter  shall  locate  any  lands  which  at  the  time  of  such  location 
lEDdsoo-    were  actually  occupied  and  possessed,  by  any  person  or  persons,  subjects 
suEjeoto  ^  of  this  State  or  which  have  been  in  the  actual  possession  and  improvment 
of  ttos       of  any  person  or  persons  subjects  of  this  State  since  the  commencement  of 
Bute,  oto.  ^jjg  present  war  with  Great  Britain,  or  which  were  heretofore  when  this 
State  was  a  colony  reserved  and  applied  for  public  uses,  any  thing  in 
any  law  of  this  State  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  provided  always 
that  nothing  in  this  clause  contained  shall  be  taken  or  deemed  to  inhibit 
the  said  surveyor  generel  for  passing  certificates  for  any  lands  located 
or  to  be  located  and  which  now  are  or  heretofore  were  possessed  and 
occupied  by  any  of  the  six  nations  of  Indians  the  Oneida  and  Tuscar- 
roras  excepted,  provided  also  that  the  surveyor  general  shall  not  refuse 
any  certificates  to  persons  who  have  located  lands,  which   they  were 
authorized  by  law  to  locate,  and  which  they  themselves  occupy  and 
possess,except  for  such  lands  before  mentioned  which  were  heretofore 
reserved  and  applied  for  public  uses. 
to*i5are**f     ^^  whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  the  legislature  that  fears  and 
inhabi-      uneasiness  prevails  among  the  inhabitants  of  Kings  district  in  the  county 
Kings**'     ^^  Albany  by  reason  of  suggestions  and  pretenses  by  other  persons  that 
district,     the  whole  or  part  of  the  lands  comprised  within  the  said  district  as  still 
vacant  as  having  never  been  granted,  for  removing  such  fears  and  un- 
easiness, 
So.?^ot         ^'   -^^  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  estate  right 
to  bis  im-    title  or  interest  of  any  person  or  persons,  of  in  or  to  any  lands  ¥nthin 
pemobed.    ^j^^  ^^^  district,  and  not  within  any  grant  or  patent  made  or  issued 
under  the  great  seal  of  this  State  while  the  same  as  the  colony  of  New 
York  was  subject  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  shall  not  in  any  wise 
be  impeached  questioned  or  injured  by  reason  or  colour  that  such  lands 
were  not  heretofore  in  due  form  of  law  granted  in  fee  simple  by  the 
government  of  this  State  while  the  same  was  a  colony  of  New  York,  or 
since  the  declaration  of  the  independence  thereof, 
5?an&**      -^^  wherec^  the  wardens  and  vestry  of  the  two  churches  at  the 
forpareon-  High  Lands  and  Peeks  Kill  with  sundry  mhabitants  of  Cortlandt's  manor 
glebe^or    by  their  memorial  presented  to  the  legislature  of  this  State  represented 
ohurohas    that  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  two  Beverley 
Robison  and  Susanah  his  wife  tendered  to  convey  to  the  said  wardens 
and  vestry  the  farm  then  in  possession  of  Ebenezer  Jones  near  Con- 
tinental village  containing  two  hundred  acres  for  the  purpose  of  a 
parsonage  and  glebe,    That  the  memorials  in  consequence  of  such  ten- 
der purchased*  the  improvements  of   the  said   Ebenezer  Jones^  and 
proceeded  to  build  the  house  now  on  said  farm,  called  the  yellow 
house.    That  they  were  in  possession  of  the  said  farm  and  house  untill 
the  service  of  the  country  demanded  them  to  yield  the  same  for  public 
use. 
SS?e«*"        ^-  ^^^^  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall  not  be  law- 
not  to  sell  full  for  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  of  the  middle  district    of 
warSens     ^^^^  State  to  sell  or  dispose  of  the  said  house  and  farm  nor  the  com- 
ff^m?"     ^issioners  of  sequestration  to  lett  or  devise  the  same  untill  the  legisla- 
ooo^^     ture  shall  specially  order  the  same,  and  that  the  said  wardens  and  ves- 
try shall  and  may  occupy  possession  and  enjoy  the  said  premises  untill 
such  further  order  shall  be  made. 
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CHAP.  12. 

AN  ACT  to  prevent  private  lotteries  to  remit  certain  penalties 
and  to  repeal  the  acts  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  14th  of  February,  1783. 

Whereas  experience  has  proved  that  private  lotteries  occasion  idle-  preamble, 
ness  and  dissipation,  and  have  been  productive  of  frauds  and  imposi- 
tions. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre*  Lotteries 
sented  in  Semite  and  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  thorSed 
the  samCy  That  each  and  every  lottery  other  than  such  as  shall  be  au-  by  the  leg- 
thorized  by  the  legislature  shall  be  deemed  a  common  and  public  nuis-  a  p'SbUo 
ance;  and  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court  and  all  other  justices  of  the  i^"****®*- 
courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  or  gaol  delivery  and  the  justices  of  the 
courts  of  general  or  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  at  their  several  courts 
within  any  of  th«  respective  counties  in  the  State  shall  have  cognizance 
of  such  offence,  and  are  hereby  enjoined  and  required  in  all  and  every 
of  their  charges  hereafter  to  be  made  or  given  by  them  to  the  grand  Grand 
juries  in  their  respective  courts,  strictly  to  charge  such  grand  jurors  fij^SJ^ed 
diligently  to  enquire  of,  and  to  present,  indict  all  offences  against  to  indict, 
this  act:  And  the  court  to  which  an  indictment  or  presentment,  shall  be 
preferred  for  such  offence  shall  be  and  are  hereby  empowered  and  en- 
joined to  prosecute  such  indictment  or  cause  the  same  to  be  prosecuted 
in  the  usual  manner  of  prosecutions;  and  upon  conviction  to  adjudge 
such  fines  and  penalties  as  are  herein  after  directed  together  witii  the 
cost  of  prosecution,  and  to  order  execution,  and  to  direct  the  fines  or 
penalties  when  recovered  to  t)e  applied  in  the  manner  herein  after  di- 
rected. 
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Lotteries, 
etc.,  pro- 
hibited. 


Penalty. 


Sale  or 
purchase 
of  tickets 
prohib- 
ited. 


Penalty. 


Adventur- 
ers  in  lot- 
teries, etc.. 
becoming 
entitled  to 

f  frizes  to 
orfeit 
same  with 
costs  of 
suit  to  in- 
formers. 


And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  no  person  or 
persons  shall  within  this  State  open,  set  on  foot,  carry  on,  promote  draw 
or  make  publickly  or  privately,  any  lottery  game  or  device  of  chance  of 
any  nature  or  kind  whatsoever,  or  by  whatever  name  denomination  or 
title  it  may  be  called  known  or  distinguished,  or  shall  by  any  such  ways 
or  means  expose  or  set  to  sale  any  houses  lands  tenements  or  real  estate, 
or  any  goodswares  merchandizes' cash  or  other  thing  or  things  whatsover; 
and  that  every  person  who  shall  offend  in  the  premisses,  against  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  and  shall  thereof  be  convicted  by  the 
oath  of  one  or  more  credible  witness  or  witnesses  in  either  of  the  courts 
hereinbefore  mentioned,  in  any  part  within  this  State,  shall  forfeit  the 
amount  of  the  whole  sum  or  value  for  which  such  lottery  was  made; 
and  if  such  sum  or  value  shall  not  be  satisfactorily  ascertained  to  the 
said  court  at  the  time  of  the  trial,  then  each  such  offender  so  convicted 
shall  forfeit  five  hundred  pounds;  and  that  such  offender  shall  be  com- 
mitted to  the  common  gaol  of  the  county  until  such  forfeiture  with  the 
costs  of  prosecution  be  paid;  the  one  half  of  such  forfeiture  to  be  paid 
to  the  treasurer  of  this  State  for  the  use  of  the  people  of  this  State,  to  be 
applied  for  the  support  of  government,  and  the  other  half  to  the  person 
or  persons  who  shall  have  voluntarily  given  information  of  such  offence, 
and  prosecuted  the  same  to  effect ;  and  for  defect  of  such  voluntary  in- 
formation then  to  be  paid  and  applied  as  the  first  moiety  of  such  forfeiture 
is  hereby  directed  to  be  paid  and  applied. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any 
person  shall  vend  sell  or  barter,  or  offer  to  vend  sell  or  barter  any  ticket 
or  tickets  of  any  such  private  lottery  game  or  device  of  chance;  or  if 
any  person  or  persons  shall  purchase  the  same,  or  in  any  other  way  be- 
come adventurer  or  adventurers  therein;  or  be  any  ways  concerned  in  any 
such  lottery  game  or  device  of  chance,  either  by  printing  writing  or  any 
other  ways  publishing  an  account  thereof,  or  where  tickets  may  be  had 
or  obtained  for  the  same;  or  be  in  any  wise  aiding  or  assisting  in  the 
same,  every  person  so  offending  shall  on  being  convicted  thereof  as 
before  mentioned  in  any  of  the  courts  before  mentioned  forfeit  and  pay 
for  every  such  offence  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  and  the  costs  of  prosecu- 
tion to  be  levied  and  applied  in  like  manner  as  is  directed  with  respect 
to  the  other  forfeitures  herein  before  mentioned. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  if  any 
person  or  persons  who  shall  be  adventurer  or  adventurers  in  any  such 
lottery  game  or  device  of  chance  as  aforesaid  for  transferring  of  any 
property  by  lot  or  chance,  shall  become  entitled  to  any  prize  or  prizes, 
he  she  or  they  shall  be  liable  to  forfeit,  and  shall  forfeit  the  same  with 
costs  of  suit  to  such  person  or  persons  who  shall  give  information  thereof, 
so  that  such  offender  may  be  convicted  in  manner  before  directed;  and 
for  the  recovery  of  such  prize  or  prizes  such  person  or  persons  so  in- 
forming, shall  be  entitled  to  maintain  an  action  in  any  court  of  record 
within  this  State;  against  any  person  who  shall  have  opened  set  on  foot 
carried  on  or  made  such  lottery  game  or  device  of  chance,  or  against 
any  person  or  persons  who  shall  have  sold  or  offered  for  sale  any  ticket 
or  tickets:  and  if  the  person  or  persons  so  informing  be  or  shall  have 
been  an  adventurer  only  in  such  lottery  game  or  device  of  chance,  he 
she  or  they  shall  upon  giving  such  information  as  aforesaid  be  exempted 
from  the  penalty  otherwise  incurred  by  this  act:  and  any  person  or  per- 
sons adventuring  as  aforesaid  whose  ticket  or  tickets  shall  be  drawn  or 
turn  out  blank,  shall  upon  giving  information  as  aforesaid,  so  that  the 
person  or  persons  who  shall  have  opened  set  on  foot  carried  on  drawn 
or  made  the  said  lottery  or  other  game  or  device  of  chance,  or  shall  have 
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sold  or  bartered,  or  offered  for  sale  or  barter  such  ticket  or  tickets  may 
be  convicted,  be  entitled  to  recover  against  any  such  person  or  persons 
so  convicted  double  the  sum  which  he  she  or  they  adventured  in  such 
lottery  game  or  device  of  chance,  with  double  costs  of  suit  by  action  of 
debt  in  any  court  of  record  within  this  State.  And  if  any  person  or  per- 
sons who  shall  have  so  opened  set  on  foot  carried  on  drawn  or  made 
such  lottery  game  or  device  of  chance  as  aforesaid,  shall  either  before 
or  after  the  drawing  or  finishing  of  the  same  give  information  thereof 
so  that  the  persons  who  have  adventured  therein  shall  be  convicted  in 
the  manner  before  directed,  he  she  or  they  so  giving  information  shall 
not  only  be  exempted  from  the  penalty  otherwise  incurred  by  this  act, 
and  be  entitled  to  the  reward  allowed  to  persons  in  such  case  informing, 
but  shall  also  have  a  right  to  retain  all  such  monies  or  other  effects  as 
he  she  or  they  may  have  received  by  the  sale  or  barter  of  tickets. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  every  Grants,  etc 
grant  bargain  sale  conveyance  or  transfer  of  any  lands  tenements  here-  punJiSce 
ditament  or  real  estate,  or  of  any  goods  or  chatties  whatsoever  which  of  any  lot- 
shall  hereafter  be  made  in  pursuance  of  any  such  lottery  game  or  other  vo"I5.*""^ 
device  to  be  determined  by  chance  or  lot  are  hereby  declared   void 

and  of  none  effect. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  where  Penalties 
any  two  or  more  persons  shall  be  concerned  in  setting  on  foot  carrying  S>vered'^ 
on  drawing  or  making  any  such  lottery  game  or  device  of  chance  as  "^{"Ji 
aforesaid,  or  be  joint  adventurers  in  the  same,  the  penalties  hereinbefore  venturer, 
directed  for  such  offences  respectively  may  be  recovered  against  and 
levied  from  all  or  each  or  either  of  them  any  thing  herein  contained  to 

the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  offences  Offensee 
against  an  act  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of  private  p2Jd^©d. 
lotteries  "  passed  on  the  ninth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy  four,  committed  since  the  fourth  day  of  July  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six  and  not  hitherto  presented  or 
indicted  by  a  grand  jury,  are  hereby  pardoned;  and  all  penalties  and 
forfeiture  thereby  incurred  are  remitted;  and  the  said  act  except  as  to 

such  person  or  persons  against  whom  presentment  or  presentments  in- 
dictment or  indictments  have  been  presented,  is  hereby  repealed.     And  SfmedUo 
that  as  to  all  such  person  or  persons  against  whom  any  presentment  or  be  dis- 
indictment  has  been  preferred  for  such  offence  and  judgment  remains  jSj^Sotof 
to  be  rendered,  such  court  to  which  such  indictment  or  presentment  coete. 
was  preferred  shall  and  may  at  a  future  session  of  such  court  discharge 
the  offender  or  offenders  on  his  her  or  their  paying  the  costs  of  prose- 
cution respectively.     And   for  neglect  of   payment  of   the   costs  of 
prosecution  that  such  court  before  whom  such  offender  is  indicted  do 
commit  such  offenders  respectively  to  the  common  gaol  of  the  courfty 
until  they  shall  respectively  have  paid  the  costs  of  prosecution:  and 
that  all  former  laws  of  this  State  respecting  lotteries  be  and  the  same 
are  hereby  repealed. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  Offloera 
justices  of  the  peace,  mayors  sheriffs bailifs  constables  and  other  civil  SseutnloBt 
officers  within  their  respective  jurisdictions,  are   hereby  empowered  JJgu*^J|J|g 
directed  and  required  to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  by  all  lawful  ways  lotterG^ 
and  means  to  prevent  the  opening  setting  on  foot,  or  drawing  of  any 

such  unlawful  lotteries  games  or  devices  of  chance,  prohibited  by  this 
act.     Provided   always   that   this   act,  or  any  matter  clause   or   thing  ^jJJSrSe 
therein  contained,  shall  not  affect  or  be  deemed  judged  or  construed  authorized 
to  affect  any  lottery  or  lotteries  established  or  to  be  established  by  or  gJeSi."' 
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under  the  authority  of  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled,  or  any 
act  matter  or  thing  done  or  to  be  done  in  any  wise  relating  to  such  lot- 
tery or  lotteries  bv  anv  persons  whomsoever. 


Preamble. 


Auditors 
to  liqui- 
date and 
settle  de- 
preciation 
due  Ja- 
cobus 
Wyokoop. 


ProTisoas 
tosoiQe. 


CHAP,  la 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Jacobus  Wynkoop. 

Passed  the  14th  of  Februmiy*  1783, 

Whereas  congress  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  April  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  two  did  resolve  in  the  words  following  to  wit  "  that 
it  be  recommended  to  the  State  of  New  York  to  make  up  the  deprecia- 
tion on  the  pay  which  Jacobus  Wynkoop  hath  received."  And  whereas 
it  appears  that  the  said  Jacobus  Wynkoop  hath  received  on  account  from 
the  U  nited  States  on  .the  eighteenth  day  of  March  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy  seven  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  eight  pounds 
ten  shillings,  and  on  the  seventh  day  of  May  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy  eight,  the  further  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds,  and  on 
the  first  day  of  September  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy 
nine,  the  further  sum  of  five  hundred  and  eighty  two  pounds  three  shil- 
lings and  six  pence. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  reprc- 
sinted  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the 
satne.  That  the  auditors  appointed  to  liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts 
of  the  troops  of  this  State  m  the  service  of  the  United  States  are  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  liquidate  and  settle  the  depreciation  due  to 
the  said  Jacobus  Wynkoop  on  the  two  sums  last  above  mentioned,  and  give 
to  the  said  Jacobus  Wynkoop  such  certificates  as  they  have  given  to  the 
officers  noncommissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  line  serving  in 
the  army  of  the  United  States:  Provided  always  that  the  said  auditors 
in  ascertaining  the  depreciation  of  the  said  two  last  mentioned  sums 
shall  liquidate  and  settle  the  same  agreeable  to  the  scale  mentioned  in 
the  schedule  annexed  to  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  directing  a  mode  for 
the  recovery  of  debts  due  to,  and  the  settlement  of  accounts  with  this 
State,"  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 


chap.  14. 


Preamble. 


AN  ACT  to  prolong  the  time  limited  for  the  qualification  of  at- 
tomies  solicitors  and  counsellors  at  law  whose  suspension  has 
been  taken  off. 

Passed  the  14th  of  February,  17S3. 

Whereas  in  and  by  a  certain  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  State  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  amend  an  act  passed  the  ninth  of  October  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine  relative  to  attomies  solicitors  and 
counsellors  at  law,  it  is  among  other  things  therein  enacted  that  if  any 
attorney  solicitor  or  counsellor  whose  suspension  was  already  taken  off 
and  who  had  not  before  the  passing  of  that  law  been  duly  qualified  pur- 
suant to  the  directions  of  an  act  passed  the  fifth  of  March  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight  and  who  being  then  an  inhabitant  of 
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this  State  should  not  within  three  months  thereafter  or  if  such  suspen- 
sion should  be  thereafter  taken  off  should  not  within  ten  days  after 
such  suspension  should  be  taken  off,  take  the  oath  in  and  by  the  act 
first  mentioned  and  referred  to  prescribed  should  be  forever  thereafter 
precluded  and  barred  from  pleading  or  practizing  in  any  of  the  courts 
of  law  or  equity  in  this  State. 

And  whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  the  legislature  that  by  reason 
of  the'shortness  of  the  time  limited  for  taking  the  oath  by  the  said  first 
mentioned  act  prescribed,  individuals  have  been  surprized  and  disquali- 
fied from  pursuing  their  professing  although  they  could  have  taken  and 
subscribed  the  said  oath  had  it  been  tendered  to  or  understood  by  them 
within  the  time  prefixed. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre-  ^^^^oee 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  Buspeotlon 
the  sanuy  That  every  attorney  solicitor  or  counsellor  at  law  whose  sus-  SSen^ff 
pension  hath  heretofore  been  taken  off  and  who  has  not  been  duly  may  take 
qualified  as  by  the  said  first  recited  act  is  limited  and  directed  shall  within  two 
nevertheless  be  at  liberty  and  he  is  hereby  fully  permitted  and  author-  JJoJjp'Jjg. 
ized  to  take  and  subscribe  the  oath  by  the  said  first  recited  act  appointed  aaseonhiB 
to  be  taken  within  two  months  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act  ■^^* 
and  that  upon  taking  of  and  subscribing  to  the  said  oath  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  such  attorney  solicitor  or  counsellor  to  plead 
and  practise  in  all  and  every  or  any  of  the  courts  of  law  or  equity 
within  this  State  in  which  he  shall  have  been  licensed  or  admitted  to 
practice,  the  said  first  in  part  recited  act  or  any  other  law  usage  or  cus- 
tom to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 


CHAP.  15. 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  collection  of  monies  in  arrear  for  the 
support  of  the  poor  in  the  manor  of  Cortlandt. 

Passed  the  i8ih  of  February,  1783. 

Whereas  the  monies  expended  by  the  overseers  for  the  support  of  Preamble, 
the  poor  in  the  manor  of  Cortlandt  in  the  county  of  West  Chester  during 
the  years  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six,  and  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  seven,  have  not  been  levied  on  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  said  manor,  occasioned  by  the  distresses  of  the  war. 

And  whereas  an  assessment  was  made  by  the  supervisor  and  two  of 
the  justices  residing  in  the  said  manor  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  one,  for  levying  as  well  the  monies  expended  during 
the  said  last  mentioned  year  as  in  the  said  first  mentioned  years  for  the 
support  of  the  said  poor,  and  warrants  were  issued  for  collecting  the 
monies  so  assessed. 

I.   Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New   York  ^^JjfJ^ 
represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  warrants 
of  the  same.  That  the  respective  collectors  of  the  manor  of  Cortlandt,  JuJJ  to 
in  the  county  of  West  Chester,  to  whom  warrants  have  issued  for  col-  collect  and 
lecting  the  money  expended  by  the  overseers  for  the  support  of  the  poor  Su.^^wer 
of  the  manor  of  Cortlandt  in  the  county  of  West  Chester  during  the  years  JJJ^  '°* 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy  seven,  and  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty 
one  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  collect  and  pay  the  same 
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agreeable  to  the  tenor  and  direction  of  the  said  warrants  respectively, 
and  are  hereby  vested  with  the  same  power  and  authority  in  collecting 
the  same  as  is  given  to  the  collectors  throughout  this  State  in  and  by  an 
arft  entitled  "An  act  for  levying  a  tax  within  this  State  "  passed  the 
twentieth  day  of  November  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty  one,  notwith- 
standing the  time  for  which  such  collectors  were  appointed  shall  have 
been  expired.     And  to  enable  the  collector  to  distinguish  what  propor- 
tion of  the  monies  mentioned  in  the  said  warrants  accrued  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  said  poor  during  the  years  first  above  mentioned,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  supervisor  of  the  said  manor,  to  distinguish 
on  the  said  assessment  roll,  or  on  a  tax  list  to  be  annexed  thereto,  what 
proportion  of  the  monies  mentioned  in  the  assessment  roll  opposite  to 
each  person's  name  was  assessed  for  and  towards  the  support  of  the 
said  poor  during  the  years  first  mentioned,  and  what  proportion  thereof 
was  assessed  for  and  towards  the  support  of  the  poor  during  the  year 
last  above  mentioned. 
^viBo  as      And  whereas  there  are  many  persons  residing  in  the  said  manor  who 
oocifpyiog  occupy  the  farms  of  persons  who  are  gone  off  to  the  enemy;  and  as  it 
penKma'     would  be  improper  to  compell  the  said  occupants  to  discharge  the  tax 
crone  off  to  which  accrued  and  became  due  while  in  possession  of  the  said  persons 
enemy.       before  they  respectively  went  off  to  the  enemy  without  making  provis- 
ion for  their  relief, 
to  b?iu"       ^^"  ^^  ''  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  super- 
nithed  re-  visor  of  the  said  manor  shall  furnish  the  respective  collectors  of  the  said 
l^^***     manor  with  receipts  for  monies  assessed  for  the  support  of  the  poor  of 
the  said  manor  for  the    said    years    one    thousand  seven    hundred 
and  seventy-six  and  one  thousand  seven  hundred  seventy-seven  with  the 
name  of  the  said  supervisor  thereto  subscribed,  leaving  therein  blanks 
for  the  names  of  the  person  who  shall  pay  such  assessment,  the  sum  paid 
for  the  same,  and  the  farm  on  account  of  which  such  assessment  was 
paid;  and  that  wherever  any  money  has  been  or  shall  be  collected  for 
the  support  of  the  poor  of  the  said  manor  for  the  years  last  mentioned, 
from  persons  who  occupy  any  of  the  farms  leased  by  the  commissioners 
of  sequestration  for  the  county  of  West  Chester  which  accrued  and  be- 
came due  while  in  the  possession  of  persons  who  have  gone  off  to  the 
enemy  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  collector  who  has  collected  or 
beYiSi*^    shall  collect  the  same  to  fill  up  the  blanks  in  the  said  receipts  respec- 
with  names  tively  with  the  name  of  the  person  who  has  paid  or  shall  pay  the  money, 
payfn?and  ^^  sum  SO  paid,  and  the  form  on  account  of  which  the  said  money  was 
gwsejpts  to  paid  and  to  counter  sign  the  same;  and  the  said  receipts  being  produced 
by  com^     to  the  commissioners  who  leased  the  said  farms,  they  shall  receive  the 
on^count  same  on  account  of  the  rent  of  the  farms  mentioned  in  the  said  receipts 
of  rent.      respectively;  and  the  amount  of  such  receipts  shall  be  allowed  by  the 
auditor  of  the  State  in  the  settlement  of  the  said  commissioners  accounts. 
B^ment-       ^^^'  "^^^  ^^  ^^  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the 
roll  to  be    Supervisor  of  the  said  manor  shall  make  return  to  the  commissioners  of 
oommf^   sequestration  of  a  copy  of  the  aforesaid  assessment  roll  or  tax  list,  to 
sionen.      enable  the  commissioners  to  ascertain  whether  the  receipts  of  the  coK 
lectors  correspond  with  the  monies  assessed  on  the  farms  respectively 
leased  by  the  said  commissioners. 
naSS"  IV-  ^^^  ^f  '^  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  if  the 

pitwent  persons  who  issued  the  aforesaid  warrants  shall  judge  it  improper  for  the 
may  be^"  persons  respectively  to  whom  the  warrants  are  directed  to  collect  and 
make  the^  pay  the  money  agreeable  to  the  direction  of  the  said  warrants,  it  shall  and 
coUeotion.  may  be  lawful  for  them  to  direct  the  present  collectors  to  collect  the 
money  aforesaid,  and  such  collectors  last  mentioned  shall  have  the  same 
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power  as  is  given  to  the  collectors  before  mentioned  in  this  act,  and 
the  said  collectors  respectively  to  whom  the  said  warrants  are  directed 
shall  deliver  the  said  warrants  with  the  rate  books  and  the  money  paid 
therein  to  the  present  collectors  when  thereunto  required  by  the  persons 
who  granted  the  said  warrants  or  the  major  part  of  them. 


CHAP.  16. 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  his  excellency  the  governor  to  raise  troops 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers. 

Passed  the  21st  of  February,  1783. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorky  represented  in  Goreraor 
Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  SlfftS*^ 
That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  his  excellency  the  governor  by  general  orders  into  actwd 
to  draw  out  into  actual  service  from  all  or  any  of  the  districts  of  the  often  Mho 
brigades  or  re^ments  of  the  militia  of  this  State,  when  and  as  often  as  nJJSlSn,y. 
he  shall  deem  it  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  so  many  able 
bodied  and  effective  men  not  exceeding  six  hundred  for  any  term  or 
time  not  exceeding  eight  months  from  Ae  first  day  of  April  next  as  he 
shall  deem  most  conducive  to  the  safety  of  the  State ;  provided  that  the 
United  States  in  congress  assembled  shall  have  declared  that  the  said 
troops  shall  be  paid  and  subsisted  at  the  expence  of  the  said  United 
States.     That  the  commanding  officer  of  each  regiment  of  militia  shall  Oommand- 
require  the  respective  commanding  officers  of  companies  within  his  regi-  of'com^" 
ment  to  make  just  and  true  returns  to  him  upon  oath  of  all  the  male  £531?^^ 
inhabitants  and  sojourners  of  the  age  of  sixteen  years  and  upwards  toroB. 
within  each  of  their  respective  beets,  excepting  such  sojourners  as  shall 
produce  a  certificate  of  their  having  been  classed  with  the  beat  of  the 
company  where  they  last  resided  and  also  excepting  slaves.     That  the  ^^^^^ 
said  commanding  officer  together  with  the  other  field  officers  of  the  regi-  m^?t  and 
ment  shall  within  one  week  after  such  return   shall  be  made  naeet  Jjjjjjj^j^ 
together  at  such  time  and  place  within  the  district  of  the  regiment  olaasea. 
as  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  shall  appoint.     That  at  such 
meeting  the  field  officers  or  the  major  part  of  them  shall  divide  the 
regiment  agreable  to   such  return   thereof  into  classes,  each  class  to 
consist  of  so  many  men  as  his  excellency  the  governor  shall  direct. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  field  officers  to  compose  each  of  the 
classes  with  persons  in  their  judgment,  as  nearly  equal  in  property  as 
possible  so  that  equal  justice  may  be  done' between  each  of  the  classes. 
That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  shall  cause  to  be  deliv- 
ered to  a  militia  officer  or  to  some  other  reputable  person  belonging  to 
each  class  a  list  of  the  class.     That  each  class  shall  within  twenty  days  Bach  ciaaa 
after  being  furnished  with  such  list,  deliver  at  such  place  as  the  gover-  abie^bod-' 
nor  shall  appoint,  within  the  county  where  the  man  shall  be  raised,  an  ™^ded 
able  bodied  man  to  be  provided  with  a  good  musket  or  fire  lock  with  a  ^th  mua- 
bayonet,  a  cartouch  box  or  pouch  capable  of  containing  seventeen  charges  ^*^*  ^^' 
of  ammunition,  a  knapsack  or  haversack  and  a  gooa  blanket.     That  if 
troops  shall  be  drawn  out  at  different  periods  in  pursuance  of  this  law 
the  governor  shall  apportion  such  troops  among  the  different  brigades 
and  regiments  so  that  the  burthen  in  the  rotation  of  service  may  as 
nearly  as  possible  be  equally  borne  among  the  inhabitants  of  this  State. 
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Qnaken     That  the  people  called  Quakers  shall  be  liable  to  be  classed  in  like 
be^ofaaMd.  manner  as  the  other  male  inhabitants  any  exemption  in  favor  of  the  said 
Each  class  people  in  any  other  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.     That  each 
bie'fop**"    ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  responsible  for  the  man  by  them  respectively  inlisted  until 
mao  en-     he  shall  be  delivered  and  mustered  at  the  place  or  places  of  rendezvouz 
tii^eui"'  to  be  appointed  in  general  orders,  and  on  failure  of  a  sufficient  muster 
ered,  etc.   ^t  such  place  or  places  either  of  an  able  bodied  man  or  of  arms  or  other 
appointments,  the  class  so  delinquent  shall  be  subject  to  a  detachment 
from  among  them  of  an  able  bodied  man,  not  being  of  the  people  called 
Quakers,  properly  armed  and  appointed  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  in  such 
case  be  detached  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  wherein 
such  class  shall  be,  within  five  days  after  notice  of  such  delinquency 
given  to  him  by  the  person  or  persons  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor 
Detached    to  muster  the  said  tfoops  at  such  place  or  places  as  aforesaid.     That 
aiSS?°*      each  person  being  so  detached  shall  after  notice  thereof  left  at  his  usual 
deemed  to  P^^ce  of  abode  be  deemed  as  belonging  to  the  said  troops  that  such  de- 
beioDgto    linquent  class  shall  nevertheless  be  subject  to  pay  a  sum  equal  to  double 
*'^*^^'       the  amount  of  the  highest  bounty  given  by  any  class  within  the  district 
^^^^^^_  of  the  regiment.  That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  shall  con- 
vened and  vene  the  assessors  of  the  district  in  which  the  major  part  of  the  class 
JJgj°^*°°  reside  and  lay  before  them  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  persons  composing 
among       such  class,  who  shall  thereupon  apportion  the  said  sum  to  and  among 
composing  the  several  persons  composing  such  delinquent  class  due  regard  being 
clMs^'oolh*  ^^^   ^^    '^^   circumstances   and  abilities    of  each    respective  person, 
lection  of.  That  the  said  commanding  officers  shall  thereupon  deliver  the  assess- 
foroed!"     ment  roll  to  such  sergeant  in  the  regiment  as  he  shall  appoint  for  the 
purpose  who  shall  forthwith  by  distress  and  sale  levy  of  the  several  per* 
sons  named  in  such  assessment  roll  the  sum  opposite  to  their  respective 
names,  and  shall,  after  deducting  thereout  a  poundage  of  one  shDling 
in  the  pound  for  his  services  in  collecting  the  said  monies,  pay  the  same 
to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  by  whom  the  one  moiety 
shall  be  paid  to  the  person  so  detached  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to 
,  the  treasurer  of  the  county  and  by  him  into  the  treasury  of  the  State- 
That  if  any  person,  refusing  to  pay  the  sum  assessed  upon  him,  shall 
not  be  possessed  of  goods  and  chatties  whereof  the  same  can  be  levied 
the  said  commanding  officer  shall  by  warrant  under  his  hand,  to  be  di- 
rected to  any  sergeant  of  the  regiment,  cause  such  person  to  be  com- 
mitted to  the  goal  of  the  county,  and  if  there  be  no  goal  in  the  county, 
to  the  next  nearest  goal,  there  to  remain  without  bail  or  mainprize  until 
the  sum  so  assessed  upon  him  shall  be  paid  to  the  commanding  officer 
Troope       of  the  regiment.     That  the  troops  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall 
orders  and  be  Subject,  to  the  orders  of  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  armies 
andarti-     ^^  ^^^  United  States,  and  to  the  rules  and  regulations  contained  in 
cies  of  *     the  articles  of  war  made  or  to  be  made  by  the  congress  of  the  said 
^"*  United  States  for  regulating  the  armies  of  the  said  States,  and  that 

courts  martial  for  the  tryal  of  any  person  belonging  to  the  said  troops 
shall  consist  of  officers  belonging  to  the  army  of  the  United  States,  or 
to  the  militia  of  this  State,  or  to  the  said  troops,  as  the  governor  shall 
Troops  to  direct.  That  the  governor  shall  from  time  to  time  make  such  arrange- 
ioto'oorps  "^^"t  o^  the  said  troops  and  divide  them  into  such  and  so  many  corps 
and  ofli-  as  he  shall  deem  proper  and  shall  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
oered.  ^^  ^^^  council  of  appointment  appoint  the  necessary  officers  accordingly. 
Officers  That  every  commissioned  or  non  commissioned  officer  or  assessor  who 
du??to*°*  shall  wilfully  neglect  or  refuse  to  do  or  perform  any  of  the  duties  re- 
forfeit  quired  of  him  by  this  act  shall  forfeit  for  every  offence  the  sum  of 
poun£.     twenty  pounds  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  with  costs  of  suit  in  a  sum- . 
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mary  way  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  by  and  in  the 
name  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  in  which  suit  a  jury 
shall  be  allowed  if  demanded  by  either  party  in  manner  and  form  as  by 
a  certain  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  impower  justices  of  the  peace,  mayors 
recorders  and  aldermen  to  try  causes  to  the  value  of  ten  pounds  and  to 
repeal  sundry  acts  therein  mentioned  "  is  prescribed,  in  certain  suits 
therein  mentioned;  and  the  said  penalty  when  recovered  shall  be  paid 
by  the  said  commanding  officer  into  thj  treasury  of  this  State.     That  J^^JJJJ 
the  measures  necessary  to  carry  this  law  into  effect  shall  be  executed  on  to  be  exe- 
general  orders  to  be  issued  for  the  respective  purposes  by  the  governor  gSSl^'* 
and  that  every  commissioned  officer  of  the  militia  of  this  State  shall  gj*^*, 
make  such  returns  respecting  the  said  troops  to  such  officers  in  the  mi-  the  «o?er 
litia  and  within  such  time  as  the  governor  shall  from  time  to  time  direct  "*''^* 
and  appoint;  and  that  any  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  a  regiment 
disobeying  such  general  orders  shall  and  may  be  tried  by  a  general  court 
martial  to  be  convened  by  order  of  the  governor;  and  if  such  colonel 
or  commanding  officer  shall  be  convicted  of  willful  neglect  pr  refusal  to 
execute  any  of  the  duties  enjoined  on  him  by  this  act,  he  shall  be  ad- 
judged in  like  manner  as  is  directed  in  and  by  an  act  entitled  "  An  act 
to  regulate  the  militia  "  passed  the  fourth  April,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  two.     That  whenever  any  person  or  persons  be-  ^^^^^ 
longing  to  any  class  shall  procure  a  man  for  the  same  at  his  or  their  own  procupw 
proper  expence  to  serve  in  such  troops,  and  all  the  persons  composing  ™^  ^. 
such  class  cannot  agree  to  a  mode  for  the  apportionment  of  such  sum,  not  agree, 
the  assesssors  of  the  district  where  the  major  part  of  such  class  shall  toiS^" 
reside,  or  any  two  or  more  of  them,  shall  and  may  apportion  the  sum  ij2|J""°* 
paid  as  and  for  a  bounty  to  such  man,  and  assess  the  persons  compos- 
ing such  class  agreable  to  their  circumstances  and  abilities;  and  that  the 
assessment  or  apportionment  so  to  be  made  in  pursuance  of  this  law, 
shall,  upon  suit  to  be  commenced  for  the  recovery  of  any  part  of  such 
bounty,  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  who  is  hereby 
authorized  to  take  cognizance  thereof,  be  deemed  conclusive  evidence 
to  entitle  the  plaintif  to  recover  the  sum  assessed,  with  costs  of  suit, 
against  the  defendant;   in  which  suit  a  jury  shall  be  granted  in  manner 
aforesaid,  it  required,  and  execution  shall  by  the  said  justice  be  forth- 
with granted  accordingly.     That  the  commanding  officers  of  the  several  Kegi- 
regiments  shall  make  return  to  the  governor  of  the  amount  of  the  sev-  ™mraand- 
eral  bounties  paid  by  the  respective  classes  and  such  return  shall  by  the  ^^ 
governor  be  transmitted  to  the  treasurer  of  this  State  to  be  filed  in  the  returns  to 
treasury,  to  the  end  that  upon  a  final  adjustment  of  the  accounts  of  the  «<>▼«"»<*'• 
several  States  this  State  may  have  credit  for  the  amount  of  the  said  boun- 
ties as  monies  advanced  by  this  State  towards  defraying  the  general  ex- 
pence  of  the  war. 

Whereas  certain  frontier  parts  of  this  State  hereafter  mentioned  are  ex- 
posed to  incursions  of  the  enemy  and  subject  to  frequent  callsof  themilitia. 

^e   it    therefore   enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  coun-  ^°^^*|^ 
ties  of  Westchester  Tryon  and  Charlotte,  the  united  districts  of  Duanes-  tricts 
burgh  and  Schoharie,  the  districts  of  Saratoga  and  Ballstown  and  such  SS2ed^to*" 
part   of  the  district  of  the  township  of  Schenectady  (the  settlement  imjureions 
called  Scotia  excepted)  as  lies  on  the  north  side  of  the  Mohawk  river  exenfpted 
in  the  county  of  Albany,  the  precinct  of  Mamacotting  and  the  town-  ^*^J^" 
ship  of  Rochester  in  the  county  of  Ulster  the  district  of  the  regiment 
commanded  by  Colonel  A.  Hawke  Hay  and  that  part  of  the  Goshen 
regiment  which  lies  on  the  west  side  of  the  Minisink  mountains  in  the 
county  of  Orange  shall  be  and  are  hereby  exempted  from  raising  any 
of  the  men  directed  to  be  raised  by  this  act. 
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CHAP.  17. 


Preamble. 


Ibid. 


Corpora- 
tion. 


Corporate 
name. 


Powers. 


AN  ACT  to  incorporate  the  minister  elders  and  deacons  of  the 
Reformed   Protestant  Dutch   Church   of  Tappan  or   town  of 
Orange  in  Orange  county. 

Passsd  the  25th  of  Febmaiy,  1783. 

Whereas  Daniel  Declark,  I^ter  Haring,  Johannes  Bl^uvelt,  Lambert 
Smith  and  Cozine  Haring  original  patentees  of  the  tract  of  land  called 
Tappan  or  the  town  of  Orange  in  Orange  county  did  by  a  certain  deed- 
poll  bearing  date  the*  thirteenth  da^  of  October,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  twenty  nine  release  quit  claim  and  confirm  unto  the  then 
church  oflficers  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  Tappan 
aforesaid  and  their  successors  to  the  use  of  the  said  church  a  certain 
piece  or  lot  of  land  lyin^  and  being  in  Tappan  aforesaid  in  the  said 
county  of  Orange,  beginning  by  a  beach  tree  standing  a  little  to  the 
north  of  Gysbert  Bogerts  path  and  from  thence  running  west  twenty 
seven  chains  to  the  line  of  Johannes  Meyer  to  a  tree  there  marked,  then 
south  nine  degrees  west  one  chain  and  ten  links  to  a  stake,  then  east 
one  degree  south  seventeen  chains  to  an  oak  marked,  then  south  nine 
degrees  west  thirty  chains  to  old  Tappan  road  to  a  stake,  then  east  by 
north  eigl^teen  chains  to  the  Spar  kill  then  northerly  along  the  Spar  kill 
and  the  land  of  Gysbert  Bogert  to  the  place  where  it  first  begun,  con- 
taining  fifty  five  acres. 

And  whereas  the  present  minister  elders  and  deacons  of  the  church 
aforesaid  by  their  humble  petition  presented  to  the  legislature  set  forth 
that  from  the  time  of  the  conveyance  aforesaid  until  the  present  day  the 
church  officers  of  the  church  aforesaid  for  the  time  being  have  held  and 
enjoyed  the  said  piece  or  lot  of  land,  and  that  the  predecessors  of  the 
said  petitioners  have  been  at  considerable  expence  in  erecting  on  the  said 
piece  or  lot  of  land,  a  decent  edifice  in  which  the  public  worship  of 
God  is  carried  on  according  to  the  usage  and  custom  of  the  Reformed 
Protestant  Dutch  churches  of  the  united  provinces  in  Europe,  and  in 
erecting  other  buildings  for  the  reception  and  convenience  of  the  min- 
ister of  the  said  church;  and  further  that  they  the  said  petitioners  and 
their  predecessors  for  several  years  past  have  laboured  under  difficul- 
ties and  disadvantages  for  the  want  of  corporate  powers  and  therefore 
pray  to  be  incorporated  and  to  have  the  said  piece  or  lot  of  land  and 
buildings  thereon  confirmed  to  them  and  their  successors  and  assigns 
forever. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  rep- 
resented in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  Samuel  Verbryck,  minister  of  the  said  Reformed  Protest- 
ant Dutch  Church  of  Tappan  or  town  of  Orange  in  Orange  county  Ten- 
nis Blauvelt,  Robert  Sickles,  Abraham  J.  Haring  and  Martin  Pauius, 
elders  and  Abraham  L.  Blauvelt,  Barent  H.  Nagel,  John  J.  Haring  and 
Gerrit  Jos,  Blauvelt  deacons  of  the  same  church  and  their  successors, 
elected  chosen  or  appointed  according  to  the  mode  practised  in  or  by 
the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  churches  or  congregations,  be  and  they 
are  hereby  made  and  constituted  a  corporation  and  body  politic  in  law 
and  in  fact  to  have  continuance  forever  by  the  name  stile  and  title  of 
the  ministers  elders  and  deacons  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
church  of  the  town  of  Orange  in  Orange  county. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  they  the 
said  minister  elders  and  deacons  and  their  successors  by  the  name. 
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stile  and  title  aforesaid  shall  forever  hereafter  be  persons  able  and 
capable  in  law  to  have  take  receive  acquire,  purchase  possess  and 
enjoy  lands  tenements  hereditaments  and  goods  chatties,  property 
and  effects  of  whatsoever  kind  nature  or  quality  as  any  person  or  per- 
sons or  any  corporation  or  body  politic  can  or  lawfully  may  do  to  the 
annual  value  of  five  hundred  pounds  equal  to  one  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  eleven  ounces  and  one  ninth  part  of  an  ounce  of  Sevil  Pillar 
or  Mexico  plate  and  no  more  and  the  same  lands  tenements  heredita- 
ments goods  chatties  property  and  effects  to  lease  grant  demise  alien 
bargain  sell  and  dispose  of  at  their  own  will  and  pleasure 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  they  the  n)ld. 
said  minister  elders  and  deacons  and  their  successors  by  the  name  stile  and 
title  aforesaid  at  all  times  forever  hereafter  shall  be  persons  able  and  capa- 
ble in  law,  to  sue  and  be  sued,  to  plead  and  be  impleaded,  to  answer  and 

be  answered  unto,  to  defend  and  be  defended  in  any  court  or  courts  in  all 
and  all  manner  of  suits,  complaints,  pleas,  causes,  matters  and  demands 
of  whatsoever  kind,  nature  or  form  they  may  be,  and  all  and  every  mat- 
ter and  thing  therein  to  do  in  as  full  and  effectual  manner  as  any  other 
person  or  persons,  or  corporation  or  body  politic  within  this  State  may 
or  can  do. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  they  the  SeaL 
said  minister  elders  and  deacons  and  their  successors  shall  have  full 
power  and  authority  to  make  have  and  use  one  common  seal  with  such 
devise  and  inscription  as  they  shall  think  proper  and  the  same  seal  to 
break  alter  and  renew  at  their  pleasure. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  Offloew. 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  minister  elders  and  deacons  and 
their  successors  from  time  to  time  to  elect  from  among  themselves  a 
president  and  to  elect  and  appoint  from  among  themselves  or  others  a 
treasurer,  a  clerk  and  such  other  officers  as  they  shall  stand  in  need  of 

and  the  same  president  treasurer  clerk  and  other  officers  or  any  of  them 
at  their  pleasure  to  remove  change  or  continue. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  the  IJJSSdin 
estate  right  title  and  interest  which  they  the  said  herein  before  named  corpora- 
Daniet  Declark,  Peter  Haring,  Johannes  Blawvelt,  Lambert  Smith  and  ^ "" 
Cozine  Haring  or  any  or  either  of  them  immediately  at  and  before  their 
executing  the  aforesaid  deed  poll,  had  of  in  or  to  the  herein  before 
described  piece  or  lot  of  land  and  buildings  and  improvements  thereon, 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  vested  in  and  confirmed  to  the  said  minister 
elders  and  deacons  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  the 
town  of  Orange  in  Orange  county  and  their  successors  and  assigns  to 
have  and  to  hold  the  same  unto  them  their  successors  and  assigns  to  and 
for  their  only  proper  use  and  behoof  forever. 


tlOD. 


CHAP.  18. 

AN  ACT  to  revive  and  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  restrain 
hawkers  and  pedlars  within  this  State." 

Passed  the  25th  of  February,  1783. 

3e  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 
That  the  act  entitled  ''  An  act  to  restrain  hawkers  and  pedcUars  within  fiS^wSS!^ 


Act  Darned 
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this  State  *'  passed  the  twenty  sixth  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty  one,  and  which  expired  by  its  own  limitation  the  first 
of  January  last,  shall  be  and  is  hereby  revived  and  continued  until  the 
ProTiBoas  first  day  of  February  next:  Provided  always  that  nothing  herein  con- 
^^^i  tained  shall  be  construed  to  affect  the  sale  of  any  goods,  wares  or  mer- 
Pnthe*'****  chandizes  of  the  growth  produce  or  manufacture  of  this  or  any  other 
United       of  the  United  States  of  America. 

states. 


CHAP.  19. 

AN  ACT  to  encourage  the  destroying  of  wolves  and  panthers. 

Passed  the  4ih  of  March,  1783. 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented 
in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 
Reward  for  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act  and  during  the  continuance 
woivM,       thereof  every  person  who  shall  actually  take  and  kill  a  wolf  or  wolves, 
etc.     '      whelp  or  whelps  panther  or  panthers  in  any  of  the  counties  within  this 
State,  shall  have  and  receive  the  following  reward  that  is  to  say  for 
every  grown  wolf  or  panther  the  sum  of  forty  shillings,  and  for  every 
wolf  or  panther  under  the  age  pf  one  year  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings^ 
to  be  paid  by  the  county  treasurers  respectively  as  shall  be  directed  by 
this  act,  except  in  the  county  of  Tryon,  where  the  reward  for  every 
grown  wolf  or  panther  shall  be  twenty  shillings  and  for  every  wolf  or 
panther  under  the  age  of  one  year  ten  shillings. 
Heads  and      H.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  before  any 
taken^be?  person  or  persons  shall  be  entitled  to  any  of  the  rewards  allowed  by 
tfoe  or"'    ^^^  ^^^'  ^^  ^^  ^^^y  ^^  carry  the  head  or  heads  of  such  wolf  or  wolves^ 
supervisor  whelp  or  whelps,  panther  or  panthers  with  the  entire  skin  thereon    to 
S^enf^     any  justice  of  the  peace,  or  any  supervisor    dwelling  in   the  county 
in  which   such   wolf  or  wolves,   whelp   or  whelps   or   panther  were 
killed  and  taken;  and  the  said  justice  or  supervisor  shall  be  and  is 
hereby  empowered  directed  and  required  to  administer  to  every  such 
person  an  oath,  or  if  of  the  people  called  Quakers  an  affirmation  in  the 
words  following.     You  do  swear  (or  affirm)  that  the  wolf, 

or  panther,  the  head   whereof  you  now  produce  to  me  was  taken  and 
^rtiflcate  killed  within  the  county  of  so  help  you  God.     And  after  the  tak- 

^^^  ing  of  such  oath  or  affirmation,  the  said  justice  or  supervisor  shall  and 
is  hereby  impowered  and  required  to  give  a  certificate  thereof  to  such  per- 
son or  persons  as  have  so  sworn  or  affirmed  as  aforesaid;  and  such  justice 
or  supervisor  for  administering  such  oath  or  affirmation,  and  giving  a 
to  m*e&?^  certificate  thereof  shall  receive  no  fee  or  reward.     And 'the  said  justice 
tion  name,  or  supervisor  in  giving  such  certificates  shall  therein  mention  the  name 
®*^*  or  names  of  such  person  or  persons  as  have  so  sworn   or  affirmed  that 

he  or  they  had  actually  taken  and  killed  such  wolf  or  wolves  whelp  or 
Whelps,  panther  or  panthers  within  the  county  where  the  same  shall  by 
the  oath  or  affirmation  aforesaid  appear  to  have  been  taken  and  killed, 
and  to  distinguish  whether  the  same  were  full  grown,  and  such  justice  or 
supervisor  shall  cut  off  the  ears  of  every  such  wolf  whelp  or  panther  for 
which  such  certificate  is  granted;  and  such  certificate  being  produced 
to  the  supervisors  of  the  said  county,  the  said  supervisor  shall  allov  to 
such  person  as  shall  produce  such  certificate  all  such  sum  or  sums  of 
money  as  are  allowed  by  this  act  for  destroying  of  wolves  whelps   or 
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panthers ;  and  the  said  reward  shall  be  a  county  charge,  and  shall  be 
assessed  raised  and  levied  together  with  the  other  necessary  and  contin- 
gent charges  of  the  said  county. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  super-  Supenrls- 
visors  of  the  respective  counties  in  which  wolves  whelps  or  panthers  ordOTsum 
may  be  killed  shall  and  are  hereby  empowered  required  and  directed  to  ^^  ^ 
order  the  aforesaid  sum  or  sums  of  money  by  this  act  to  become  due, 

to  be  paid  to  the  county  treasurer;  and  the  said  treasurer  shall  pay  the 
same  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  said  supervisors  to  such  persons  or  their 
assigns  as  have  taken  and  killed  such  wolf  or  wolves,  whelp  or  whelps, 
panther  or  panthers. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  Free 
native  free  Indian,  free  negro  or  mulatto  or  slave  who  shall  have  actually  JS^JS  and 
taken  and  killed  any  wolf  or  wolves  whelp  or  whelps  panther  or  panthers  ?!ji^^^ 
within  any  of  the  counties  of  this  State,  and  shall  carry  the  head  or  reward  for 
heads  thereof  with  the  entire  skin  thereon  to  any  of  the  justices  or  sup-  J^owS 
ervisors  of  the  county  wherein  such  wolves  or  whelps  or  panthers  shall  etc 

be  taken  and  killed,  and  bring  such  evidence  or  give  such  reasons  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  said  justice  or  supervisor  that  such  wolf  or 
wolves  whelp  or  whelps  panther  or  panthers  were  taken  and  killed 
within  the  said  county  where  such  justices  or  supervisors  were  appointed 
or  chosen;  in  such  case  the  said  justice  or  supervisor  is  hereby  empow- 
ered required  and  directed  to  give  a  certificate  to  the  master  or  mis- 
tress of  such  slave,  or  to  any  such  native  or  free  Indian,  free  negro 
or  mulatto  in  the  same  manner  and  form  as  is  herein  before  directed  to 
be  given;  and  such  master  or  mistress,  native  or  free  Indian,  free  negro 
or  mulatto,  shall  be  entitled  to  and  receive  the  same  reward  as  is  given 
by  this  act  as  aforesaid.  This  act  to  be  in  force  from  the  passing 
thereof  until  the  first  day  of  January  which  will  be  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  for-  Ponner 
mer  laws  allowing  a  reward  for  the  taking  killing  or  destroying  any  wolf,  jJSeSu" 
whelp  or  panther^  within  any  of  counties  of  this  State,  shall  be  and  are 
hereby  repealed. 


CHAP.  20. 

AN  ACT  to  prevent  the  sale  of  certain  estates  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  4th  of  March,  1783. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
That  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  in  the  western  district  are  hereby  Commis- 
directed  not  to  sell  or  dispose  of  the  real  estate  of  Lucas  Vedder  in  the  forfekures 
county  of  Try  on,  or  the  real  estate  of  Henry  Herring  late  of  Tilleburgh,  ^^^J|J^ 
in  Palatine  district  in  the  said  county,  until  the  further  order  of  the  of  parties 
legislature ;  and  that  the  commissioners  of  sequestration  of  the  county  "*™*^' 
of  Tryon  are  directed  not  to  take  into  their  possession  the  real  estate  or 
to  dispose  of  the  personal  estate  of  Henry  Herring  late  of  Tilleburgh 
in  Palatine  district  aforesaid  until  the  further  order  of  the  legislature. 
And  that  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  who  or  may  be  appointed  for 
the  sale  of  lands  in  the  southern  district  are  directed  not  to  sell  or  dis- 
pose of  the  real  estate  of  Jonathan  Towler  esquire,  formerly  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  for  the  county  of  West 
Chester  until  the  further  order  of  the  legislature. 
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CHAP.  21. 


Preamble. 


GoTemor 
to  grant 
liceoeea  to 
resident 
persons  to 
give  writ- 
ten per- 
mission to 
cut  timber 
to  persons 
named. 


Proviso  as 
to  cutting 
timber  on 
confis- 
cated 
farms. 


Amount 
to  be  out 
limited  to 
Just  quan- 
tity for  re- 
building. 


Act  to 
continue 
in  force 
tin  day 
named. 


AN  ACT  to  enable  certain  persons  whose  buildings  have  been 
destroyed  by  the  enemy  to  procure  timber  for  building. 

Passed  the  4th  of  March,  1783. 

Whereas  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  have  had  their  dwel- 
ling houses  barns  mills  and  barracks  destroyed  by  the  enemy  since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  war,  and  it  is  represented  to  the  legis- 
lature^  that  there  is  not  a  sufficient  quantity  of  timber  on  the  estates  of 
some  of  those  unfortunate  persons  to  rebuild  the  same,  whereby  their 
distresses  are  encreased,  and  without  the  aid  of  the  legislature  will  be 
prolonged. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York 
represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority 
of  the  same^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  person  administering  the 
government  of  the  State  for  the  time  being,  to  grant  license  or  licenses 
under  his  hand  and  seal  to  such  and  so  many  persons  resident  in  the 
several  counties  of  this  State  respectively  as  he  shall  judge  to  be  com- 
petent and  necessary  for  the  purpose,  authorising  them  respectively  to 
grant  permissions  in  writing  to  any  and  all  such  person  or  persons  w^ho 
shall  require  the  same,  and  shall  make  it  appear  by  proof  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  person  authorized  to  grant  permissions  as  aforesaid  that 
their  houses  bams  mills  or  barracks  have  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy, 
and  that  there  is  not  on  their  estates  respectively  a  proper  and  sufficient 
quantity  of  timber  to  rebuild  the  same,  to  cut  and  remove  from  any  or 
such  confiscated  lands  as  may  be  most  convenient,  and  not  located  or 
sold  by  the  commissioners  by  virtue  of  any  laws  of  the  State  for  that 
purpose,  such  and  so  great  a  quantity  of  timber  as  may  be  deemed  by 
the  person  by  whom  such  permission  may  be  granted,  necessary  and 
sufficient  to  rebuild  the  houses  barns  mills  and  barracks  which  belonged 
to  the  persons  respectively  applying,  and  which  have  been  destroyed  as 
aforesaid.  And  the  permission  aforesaid  shall  be  granted  without  fee  or 
reward.  Provided  nevertheless  that  no  person  shsdl  be  permitted  to  cut 
timber  on  any  part  of  the  said  confiscated  farms,  unless  such  farm  shall 
have  more  timber  thereon  than  shall  be  sufficient  for  the  use  thereof. 
And  provided  also  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  extend  to  any  inhabitant  of  the  southern  district  of  this  State,  who 
hath  during  the  present  war  remained  within  the  power  of  the  enemy. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  no  per- 
son or  persons  whatsoever  shall  cut  or  destroy  any  timber  or  other  wood, 
upon  any  such  forfeited  estates  more  than  the  just  quantity  for  rebuilding^ 
for  which  they  shall  have  licenses  as  aforesaid;  and  that  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  of  the  respective  districts 
within  this  State,  and  it  is  hereby  made  their  duty  to  prosecute  sudi 
person  or  persons  who  shall  have  committed  trespass  by  cutting  any 
wood  or  timber  without  having  first  obtained  such  permissions. 

III.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  this  act  and. 
every  power  or  authority  given  or  to  bfe  given  by  virtue  thereof,  shall  t>e 
and  continue  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof,  imtil  the  first  day  of 
March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five. 
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CHAP.  22. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  lay  a  duty  of  excise 
on  strong  liquors ;  to  appropriate  the  monies  arising  therefrom, 
and  for  the  better  regulating  of  inns  and  taverns  within  this 
State,  passed  the  fourteenth  March  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-one. 

Passed  the  5th  of  March,  1785. 

Whereas  inns  and  taverns  are  become  more  numerous  than  are  neces-  Preamble. 
sary  or  advantageous  for  travellors,  or  the  inhabitants  of  the  State, 
whereby  the  morals  of  the  people  may  be  debauched. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre- 
sented in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  samcy   That  the  commissioners  empowered  by  the  abovementioned  Oommifl- 
act  to  grant  licences  to  retail  strong  or  spiritous  liquors  shall  not  after  ^^n%^ 
the  first  day  of  May  next  grant  licence  to  any  person  or  persons  to  retail  {Jjf^inn 
strong  or  spiritous   liquors,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  an  inn  or  tavern,  is  necoe- 
unless  it  shall  appear  to  three  or  more  of  the  said  commissioners  that  an  SSmmod!^ 
inn  or  tavern  at  the  place  at  which  such  licence  is  applied  for  is  neces-  tion  of 
sary  for  the  accommodation  of  travellers,  and  that  the  person  applying  etoT*  *"* 
for  such  licence  has  steadily  and  uniformly  behaved  as  a  good  and 
zealous  friend   to  the   American  cause   since   the  declaration  of  the 
independence  of  this  State  and  is  of  good  moral  character.     That  Facts  to  be 
every  such  licence  hereafter  to  be  granted  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  an  ftoense!** 
inn  or  tavern  shall  express  the  same  in  the  licence,  and  also  that  it  appears 
necessary  to  the  commissioners  that  a  public  inn  or  tavern  be  kept  at 
such  place,  and  that  the  person  licenced  is  of  such  moral  and  political 
character  as  before  mentioned;  which  licences  shall  be  subscribed  by 
three  or  more  of  the  said  commissioners  in  the  presence  of  each  other 
(except  in  the  city  of  Albany  where  such  licences  shall  be  given  by  the 
mayor  of  the  said  city)  after  the  person  so  to  be  licenced  shall  have  taken 
such  oath,  and  given  such  security  as  in  and  by  the  act  herein  mentioned 
is  directed. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  every  Beds,  etc., 
keeper  of  any  public  inn  or  tavern  to  be  licenced  after  the  first  day  of  *®  ***  ^*'^* 
May  next,  shall  keep  in  his  house  at  least  two  spare  beds  for  guests  and, 
provide  and  keep  good  and  sufficient  stabling  and  provender  of  hay 
in  winter  and  hay  or  pasturage  in  the  summer,  and  grain,  for  four  horses 
more  than  his  own  stock,  and  shall  on  default  of  having  either  of  the 
articles  in  this  clause  before  mentioned  be  liable  to  a  prosecution  for  the 
same  by  any  person  or  persons  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the 
county  where  innkeeper  or  tavernkeeper  shall  reside,  and  on  conviction 
thereof  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  offence  neglect  or  default,  to  the 
person  or  persons  who  shall  have  prosecuted  for  the  same,  the  sum  of 
forty  shillings,  with  costs  of  suit. 

And  whereas  by  reason  of  the  devastations  of  the  enemy  in  the  counties  ptovIb^ 
of  Charlotte  Tryon  and  West  Chester,  little  resort  is  had  to  some  inns  tions  of  *" 
or  taverns  in  those  counties,  but  which  are  nevertheless  of  public  con-  S^Snttes* 
venience  and  utility.  named. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall  be  in  inn  keep 
the  direction  of  three  commissioners  in  either  of  the  said  counties  re-  JSmpted* 
spectively  by  writing  for  that  purpose  under  their  hands  and  seals  to  f^^'g^ff*^ 
exempt  one  or  more  innholders  or  tavemkeepers  in  the  respective  towns  eta 
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manors  districts  or  precincts  in  the  said  three  counties  respectively,  from 
keeping  such  spare  beds  and  stabling,  provender  and  forage,  as  is  herein 
before  directed. 

And  whereas  by  reason  of  the  said  commissioners  not  being  fully  in- 
formed of  the  duties  required  of  them  by  this  act  many  licences  to  keep 
pblic  inns  or  taverns  may  before  the  said  first  day  of  May  nuext  be 
granted  to  improper  persons. 
LiceoMsl        Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  licences  to 
Seforeflrat  ^^^P  Public  inns  or  taverns  granted  before  the  first  day  of  May  next 
d^yof  May  (except  such  as  shall  have  been  granted  in  pursuance  of  and  in  con- 
oD*hat^    formity  to  this  act)  shall  expire  on  the  said  first  day  of  May  next,  and 
newtkMD-  ^^^™  thenceforth  be  null  and  void  ;  and  that  the  commissioners  in  the 
868  to  be     respective  cities  towns  manors  districts  or  precincts  in  the  respective 
^^'^     '     counties  in  this  State,  shall,  on  application,  and  without  fee  or  reward,, 
grant  new  licences  to  expire  on  the  first  day  of  March  next  ensuing  the 
date  of  such  licences  respectively,  instead  of  such  as  may  have  expired, 
to  such  persons  only  as  shall  in  their  judgment  be  duly  and  properly 
qualified,  (to  keep  public  inns  or  taverns)  agreeable  to  the  directions  oif 
this  act;  and  shall  restore  to  every  person  who  shall  have  obtained  a  li- 
cence that  is  become  void,  and  paid  for  excise,  and  who  shall  be  ad- 
judged by  such  commissioners  not  duly  and  properly  qualified  agree- 
able to  the  directions  of  this  act  to  keep  an  inn  or  tavern,  a  proportion- 
ate sum  of  the  money  paid  by  such  person  for  excise,  according  as  the 
time  he  shall  have  kept  an  inn  or  tavern,  shall  bear  to  the  time  of  his 
licence  then  to  come;  and  declared  void. 
Oommis-         And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  several 
account^  and  respective  commissioners  shall  and  are  hereby  required  on  or  before 
with  over-  the  first  day  of  June  in  every  year,  to  account  with  the  overseers  of  the 
poor  for     poor  of  their  respective  towns  manors  districts  or  precincts  for  the  monies 
SivlSTfop"  ^^^  them  to  be  annually  rated  for  excise,  and  pay  the  same  to  the  said 
lioeoses.     overseers  for  the  use  of  the  poor,  except  in  the  county  of  Ulster,  where 
the  monies  to  arise  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  paid  and  applied  as  by 
the  act  herein  before  mentioned  is  directed. 

And  the  more  effectually  to  prevent  every  species  of  gaming  or  incite* 

ment  thereto  in  public  inns  or  taverns.  ^ 

Cook  fight-      Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  be  deemed 

inS'with^    an  offence  against  the  people  of  this  State  for  any  person  who  shall  keep 

in^nns^d  ^  Public  inn  or  tavern  to  permit  or  suffer  any  cock  fighting,  playing  with 

out  houses  cards  or  dice,  or  to  keep  any  billiard  table  or  shuffle  board  within  his 

^~     *     '  house  or  within   any  outhouse  yard   or   garden  belonging   thereto,  or 

Courts  to    therein  to  permit  any  kind  of  gaming  by  Ipt  or  chance.     That  as  well 

nfzwioe^f  the  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  of  ^aol  delivery,  as  the  courts  of 

offensM      general  or  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  m  the  several  counties  within 

thu  act.     this  State,  shall  have  cognizance  of  offences  against  this  act,  and  shall 

and  may  punish  offenders  convicted  thereof  by  fine  and  imprisonment 

at  the  discretion  of  the  said  court  in  which  any  such  convictions  shall 

be  had;  and  that  the  justices  of  the  several  courts  before  mentioned 

shall  in  their  charges  hereafter  to  be  given  to  every  grand  jury  within 

the  State,  charge  them  diligently  to  enquire  of  and  to  indict  or  prevent 

all  offenders  against  this  act. 
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CHAP.  23. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Dirck  Jansen  and  his  creditors. 

Passed  the  8th  of  March,  1783. 

Whereas  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  in  order  to  obtain  a  general  dis-  Preamble, 
charge,  is  willing  to  assign  and  deliver  all  his  estate  for  the  benefit  of 
his  creditors. 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  Neiv  York^  represented  in 
Senate  aHd  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 

That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  by  deed  Dirck  Jan- 
executed  under  his  hand  and  seal  in  the  presence  of  two  credible  wit-  convey^his 
nesses  within  one  month  after  the  passing  of  this  act  to  grant  convey  real  estate^ 
assign  and  deliver  to    Henry  Remses  late  of  the  city  of   New  York  Sseof***^ 
Samuel  Ten  Broeck,  of  Roeliff  Jansen  Kill  in  the  county  of  Albany,  JJ^^^JJii 
and  Peter  Van  Gaasbeek,  Abraham  Brinckerhoff  and  Peter  Elting  all  of  named. 
Kingston  in  the  county  of  Ulster,  for  the  use  of  the  creditors  of  the 
said  Dirck  Jansen  his  estate  real  and  personal  both  in  law  and  equity 
and  all  books  vouchers  and  securities  relating  to  the  same  except  his 
wearing  apparel,  his  arms  and  other  military  accoutrements,  and  also 
excepting  one  bed  and  the  necessary  bedding  for  his  own  use. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  AssiRneeft 
assignees  or  any  three  of  them  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  J^me^etc. 
grant  bargain  and  sell  or  dispose  of  all  or  any  part  of  the  said  estate  and  divide 
and  to  execute  good  and  sufhcient  deeds  for  the  same  and  to  sue  for  Smong^ 
and  recover  in  their  names  or  the  names  of  any  three  of  them  all  debts  creditors^ 
and  things  due  or  belonging  to  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  or  to  his  real  or 
personal  estate,  and  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  refer  to  arbi- 
tration settle  compound  or  agree  with  any  person  or  persons  indebted 

to  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  in  such  manner  and  form  as  they  the  said 
assignees  or  any  tfiree  of  them  shall  deem  just  or  expedient.  And  shall 
proceed  to  convert  the  estate  of  the  said  Dirck  Jansen '  into  money  as 
soon  as  conveniently  may  be  and  shall  within  the  space  of  twelve  months 
after  the  passing  of  this  act  proceed  to  make  a  division  of  all  the  money 
which  shall  come  to  their  hands  of  the  said  estate  among  all  the  credi- 
tors of  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  the  amount  of  whose  demands  have  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  said  assignees  in  ratable  proportions,first  giving  three  Notice  to 
months  notice  of  the  time  and  place,  of  making  such  division,  by  advertis-  ^  «*▼«''• 
ing  the  same  twelve  weeks  successively  in  one  or  more  of  the  public  news 
papers  of  the  State,  and  if  the  whole  be  not  then  settled,  shall  within 
the  space  of  six  months  thereafter  make  a  second  division  of  what 
monies  may  come  to  their  hands  after  the  first  division,  and  so  shall  a 
third  and  farther  division  or  divisions  be  made  within  the  space  of  six 
months  between  each  division  till  a  final  settlement  and  a  just  and  equal 
division  be  made  of  the  whole  of  the  said  estate.* 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  Aaj^eea 
assignees  or  any  three  of  them  shall  (at  least  one  month  before  a  division  tise  tw' 
he  made)  appoint  a  day  by  advertising  the  same  in  one  or  more  of  the  ^^i^^^^ 
public  news  papers  of  this  State,  for  a  general  meeting  of  all  such  credi-  creditors, 
tors  of    the  said  Dirck  Jansen  as  shall  chuse  to  attend,  in  order  to 
examine  and  ascertain  the  debts  due  to  each  of  his  creditors. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  ^g^^JJ**' 
assignees  or  any  three  of  them  shall  within  one  month  after  the  said  < 
assignment  and  before  they  shall  proceed  to  the  execution  d  the  trust 
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reposed  in  them  take  an  oath  (to  be  administered  by  any  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  supreme  court  or  any  one  of  the  judges  of  any  of  the  in- 
ferior courts  of  common  pleas  of  this  State)  well  and  faithfully  to  execute 
the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  this  act  and  render  a  true  account  of  all  that 
shall  come  to  their  hands  of  the  estate  of  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  and 
for  that  purpose  shall  keep  regular  books  of  accounts,  to  which  every 
Oompensa-  creditor  (at  all  reasonable  times)  may  have  recourse.  And  for  the  care 
tion.  ^Q^  trouble  of  the  said  assignees  in  transacting  the  said  business,  they 

shall  be  allowed  and  paid  (out  of  the  said  estate)  such  a  consideration 
as  any  one  of  the  judges  of  the  said  supreme  court  shall  tax  or  certify  to 
be  just  and  reasonable. 
Proceed-        V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  for  the 
fuffdS^     more  full  discovery  of  the  said  estate  the  said  assignees  or  any  three  of 

S^7^^*?!   them  shall  have  full  power  and  are  hereby  required  to  summon  and 
Bala  estate.  .  ^i^i-j-r-vi-r  ,• 

examine  on  oath  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  respecting  any  conveyance 

assignment  or  other  matter  or  thing  relative  to  his  said  estate  and  every 
other  person  whatsoever  known  or  suspected  to  have  secreted  concealed 
or  fraudulently  received  or  embezzled  any  part  of  the  said  estate,  and 
in  case  any  person  on  such  summons,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  attend, 
having  no  reasonable  excuse,  or  shall  refuse  to  be  sworn  or  being 
sworn  shall  refuse  to  answer,  such  person  so  neglecting  or  refusing  shall 
forfiet  and  pay  for  every  such  neglect  or  refusal  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
pounds  to  be  paid  to  the  said  assignees  or  any  or  either  of  them,  who 
shall  sue  for  and  recover  the  same  together  with  costs,  which  penalty 
when  so  recovered  shall  be  considered  and  disposed  off  as  part  of  the 
estate  of  the  said  Dirck  Jansen,  as  other  his  estate  is  hereby  directed 
to  be  disposed  of,  and  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  this  State  may 
administer  the  oath  to  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  attend  as  wit- 
'  nesses  before  the  said  assignees  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  and  if  any 
such  person  shall  wilfully  or  knowingly  swear  falsely,  he  or  she  shall  be 
liable  to  the  same  pains  and  penalties  as  those  who  are  convicted  of 
wilful  and  corrupt  perjury. 
Felony  VI   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in  case 

JaDsen  to  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  shall  be  guilty  of  perjury  by  concealing  (after  being 
any  part  swom  as  aforesaid)  any  part  of  this  estate  or  effects,  or  shall  after  the 
of  ito  said  assignment  of  his  estate  by  virtue  of  this  act,  redeem  any  debt  or 
estate,  etc.  ^^^jg  ^y^  ^q  i^jm  before,  or  if  he  shall  secrete  any  part  of  his  estate  or 
any  books  or  writings  relating  thereto  with  an  intent  to  defraud  his  cred- 
itors, he  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  guilty  of  felony. 
Priori^  to  VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  debts 
theS»tS  ^"^  i^oxa  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  to  the  people  of  this  State  for  taxes  shall 
«tc.  be  first  paid,  then  all  costs  of  suit,  and  after  deducting  all  such  costs 

and  charges  and  expenses  as  shall  necessarily  be  laid  out  and  expended 
by  the  assignees  together  with  an  allowance  for  their  care  and  trouble 
therein,  the  residue  shall  be  equally  divided  among  the  creditors,  and  in 
the  division  no  preference  shall  be  allowed  or  given  to  debts  due  by 
specialty  or  judgment,' but  if  there  shall  be  an  overplus  after  all  the 
creditors  are  fully  paid  all  their  just  demands,  it  shall  be  paid  and  deliv- 
ered by  the  said  assignees  or  any  three  of  them  to  the  said  Dirck  Jansen 
torShts**  ^^^  beirs  executors  or  administrators. —  Provided  that  nothing  in  this  act 
of  land-  *    contained  shall  be  construed  to  deprive  the  landlord  of  the  right  of  dis- 
distmiii.     training  or  otherwise  securing  his  rents  which  by  law  he  had  before  the 
making  of  this  act,  and  provided  also  that  the  said  assignees  shall  not 
dispose  of  the  messuage  and  lands  with  the  appurtenances  now  pos- 
sessed b^  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  lying  and  being  in  the  manor  of  Liv- 
ingston in  the  county  of  Albany,  unless  the  residue  of  the  estate  of  the 
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said  Dirck  Jansen  shall  after  the  expiration  of  three  years  from  the 
passing  of  this  act  be  found  insufficient  to  pay  all  the  just  debts  due  by 
him  to  his  creditors. 

yill.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  said  Execu- 
Dirck  Jansen,  having  assigned  and  given  up  his  estate  and  conformed  in  bf^ildand 
all  things  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  all  executions  on  any  judgment  person  and 
or  judgments  that  may  have  been  obtained  against  him  are  hereby  for  §££w^ 
ever  barred  and  his  person,  and  property  acquired  after  his  assigning 
and  conforming  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  discharged  from  all  debts  due  or 
contracted  by  him  before  the  time  of  the  said  assignment,  and  if  he 
shall  be  prosecuted  for  any  such  debt  or  contract  he  may  plead  the  gen- 
eral issue  and  give  this  act  and  the  special  matter  in  evidence. 

IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  Oonrey- 
conveyance  or  assignment  of  the  estate  of  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  lately  nJ^ed 
made  to  Philip  Rockenfeller,  Samuel  Ten  Broeck,  and  Peter  Van  Gaas-  nun  and 
beek,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  his  creditors  shall  be  and  is  hereby  de-  ^^^^' 
clared  to  be  null  and  void  from  and  after  the  time  of  making  the  assign- 
ment directed  by  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  emuted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  assignees  B^oeflts  to 
of  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  or  any  three  of  them  shall  and  may  have  and  byS?^^** 
enjoy  all  the  benefits  which  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  might  or  could  have  wieea. 
had  and  enjoyed  in  consequence  of  an  act  entitled  *^  An  act  relative  to 
debts  due  to  persons  within  the  enemy's  lines  "  if  such  assignment  had 
not  been  made,  and  such  assignees  are  hereby  declared  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  to  be  in  the  place  and  stead  of  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  as  if  the 
said  act  had  particularly  and  expressly  provided  that  assignees  should 
and  might  be  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  intended  in  and  by  the  said  act 
to  be  secured  to  debtors  who  have  not  remained  with  the  enemy. 


CHAP.  24. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  an  act  for  the  further  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  the  troops  of  this  State,  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States. 

Passed  the  8th  of  March,  1783. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  the  legislature  that  the  pay  directed  to  preamble, 
be  liquidated  in  and  by  the  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  further  settlement 
of  the  accounts  of  the  troops  of  this  State,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  is  still  unsettled  by  means  of  dificulties  which  have  arisen. 

I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  tJie  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  repre- 
sented in  Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  samcy  That  in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  troops  of  this  Auditors 
State,  for  the  pay  accrued  during  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  inaettiing 
and  eighty  one,  the  auditors  shall  not  charge  any  noncommissioned  SSS^**** 
officer  or  private  for  any  cloathing  received  by  them  respectively,  the  ci^ffini^' 
said  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.     That  the  said  auditors  shall  but  to,  ' 
charge  the  officers,  noncommissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  two  m^^y  '^' 
regiments  of  infantry,  and  the  regiment  of  artillery  of  this  State,  serving  advanced, 
in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  with  the  monies  advanced  to  them  re- 
spectively on  account  of  this  State,  during  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  one,  ascertaining  the  value  thereof  if  in  paper  cur- 
rency, agreeable  to  what  shall  be  deemed  by  such  auditors  the  actual 
value  thereof  at  the  time  of  such  payments  respectively. 
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II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawf uU  to  and  for  such  auditors,  to  deduct  from  the  amount 
of  the  pay  of  each  officer,  noncommissioned  officer  and  private,  previous 
to  settling  the  ballance  thereof,  the  amount  of  monies  advanced  by  the 
paymasters  of  the  said  regiments  respectively,  in  which  such  officer  non- 
commissioned officer  and  private  served  during  the  year  aforesaid,  to  such 
officer  noncommissioned  officer  and  private;  and  that  the  auditors  shall 
thereupon  credit  such  paymasters  in  the  accounts  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  treasurer,  as  in  and  by  the  act  hereby  amended  is  directed,  with  the 
amount  of  such  monies  advanced  by  them  respectively.  Provided  al- 
ways, that  such  paymasters  respectively  shall  produce  an  account  to  the 
said  auditors  wherein  they  shall  specify  the  names  and  ranks  of  the  offi- 
cers, noncommissioned  officers  and ,  of  the  privates,  to  whom  they  shall 
have  advanced  monies  during  the  year  aforesaid,  or  at  any  time  since, 
for  account  of  pay  for  the  said  year  and  the  sums  advanced  to  each  re- 
spective person  and  the  kind  of  money  in  which  such  advances  were 
made;  and  that  the  said  auditors  shall  previous  to  any  settlement  as 
aforesaid,  require  such  paymasters  respectively,  to  make  oath  before 
the  said  auditors,  or  one  of  them,  that  the  monies  and  articles  specified 
in  such  account,  were  actually  and  bona  fide  advanced,  and  delivered, 
to  the  officers,  noncommissioned  officers  and  privates  charged  for  the 
same  during  the  said  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  one, 
or  at  any  time  since. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  auditors 
shall  transmit  such  accounts,  with  a  certificate  of  such  oath  having  been 
taken,  thereon  endorsed,  to  the  treasurer  of  this  State,  with  the  accounts 
of  the  ballances  by  them  ascertained  as  aforesaid:  and  the  treasurer  of 
this  State  shall,  and  he  is  hereby  requited,  to  charge  the  United  States, 
with  all  clothing  delivered  by  this  State,  for  the  use  of  the  noncom- 
missioned officers,  and  of  the  privates,  of  the  troops  of  this  State,  serv- 
ing in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  with  all  monies  advanced  to 
them,  and  to  the  commissioned  officers,  of  the  said  troops,  by  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawfull  to  and  for  the  treasurer  of  the  State,  to  pay  the  annual 
interest  arising  from  such  ballances,  to  the  order  of  any  officer,  noncom- 
missioned officer  or  private,  entitled  to  the  name,  or  the  order  of  their 
executors  or  administrators  respectively,  any  former  law  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 


CHAP*  25. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Swart. 

Passed  the  8th  of  March,  1783. 

Preamble.       WHEREAS  it  appears  that  Abraham  Swart  of  Montgomery  precinct  in 

Ulster  county  hath  purchased  the  improvements  of  a  farm  in  the  said 

precinct  late  the  property  of  David  Golden,  but  was  uninformed  of  the 

time  within  which  a  certificate  of  the  character  of  the  assignor  should 

be  produced  to  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  without  which  he  can 

have  no  benefit  from  his  said  purchase  — 

Further  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre- 

toproduoe  sented in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 

of'ctfanM^  ^^^  same.  That  a  farther  day  be  given  to  the  first  day  of  May  next  to  the 

terof  as-    said  Abraham  Swart  to  produce  to  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  for 

eigDor.       ^i^g  middle  district  a  certificate  of  the  character  of  the  assignor  or  tenant 
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from  whom  he  hath  purchased  the  said  improvements ;  and  that  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  said  commissioners  to  receive  such  certificate  on  or 
before  the  said  first  day  of  May  next,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing: Provided  always,  that  no  person  hath  legally  made  any  deposit 
with,  or  shall  have  obtained  a  legal  title  for  the  same  from  the  said  com- 
missioners before  the  passing  of  this  act. 


CHAP.  26. 

AN  ACT  to  enable  John  Cochran  Esq'  to  locate  two  thousand 
acres  of  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  within  this  State. 

Passed  the  8th  of  March,  1783. 

Whereas  the  said  John  Cochran  by  his  humble  petition  presented  to  Preamble, 
the  legislature  hath  prayed  permission  to  locate  two  thousand  acres  of 
waste  and  unappropriated  lands  within  this  State  and  that  the  legislature 
would  be  pleased  to  direct  a  grant  to  be  made  out  to  him  for  the  same, 
as  by  the  said  petition  more  fully  and  at  large  appears. 

And  whereas  it  appears  to  the  legislature  that  the  reas6ns  assigned,  in 
the  said  petition,  to  induce  them  to  grant  the  prayer  thereof  are  cogent 
and  conclusive. 

Be   it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of    the  State  of  New  York  John  Cooh- 
represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  JJJij™*^ 
of  the  same   That  the  said  John  Cochran  may  and  he  is  hereby  permit-  waste  and 
ted  to  locate  for  the  use  of  himself  his  heirs  and  assies  two  thousand  pSaS^^ 
acres  of  the  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  within  this  State,  with  the  ™d8. 
usual  allowance  for  highways:  Provided  that  such  location  shall  not  be 
made  on  lands  prohibited  to  be  located  by  any  former  law  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  this  State  and  that  the  said  two  thousand  acres  of  lands  shall  be 
located  and  laid  out  as  nearly  in  a  square  as  the  next  adjacent  appro- 
priated lands  will  admit  of:  And  provided  also  that  the  said  lands  shall 
be  settled  and  improved  by  at  least  four  families  within  three  years  after 
the  termination  of  the  present  war. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  whenever  Certificate 
such  location  shall  be  made  by  the  said  John  Cochran  as  aforesaid  a  Jj^JflJSS^* 
certificate  thereof  shall  be  made  and  subscribed  by  tbe  said  John  Coch-  with  sur- 
ran  and  filed  with  the  surveyor  general  of  this  State  for  the  time  being;  JS52i»i. 
and  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  surveyor  general  that  the  said  two 
thousand  acres  of  land  are  located  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid  and 
described  with  sufficient  certainty,  then  and  in  such  case  he  shall  ap- 
prove of  the  said  location  and  cause  the  same  to  be  filed  in  the  secretary's 
office  of  this  State  and  also  shall  thereupon  cause  a  survey  of  the  land 
so  located  to  be  made  and  returned  at  the  expence  of  the  said  John 
Cochran;  whereupon  the  said  John  Cochran  shall  immediately  be  en- 
titled to  a  grant  of  the  same. 
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CHAP.  27. 

AN  ACT  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the 
United  States  in  congress  assembled  to  levy  a  duty  on  foreign 
merchandize  imported  into  this  State,"  and  for  making  more 
effectual  provision  therefor. 

Passed  the  15th  of  March,  1783. 

Preamble.  Whereas  the  people  of  this  State  represented  in  senate  and  assembly 
did  pass  a  certain  act  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  United  States  in 
congress  assembled  to  levy  a  duty  on  foreign  merchandize  imf>orted 
into  this  State,"  in  expectation  that  the  legislatures  of  the  other  United 
States  would  pass  similar  laws  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned;  ^d 
it  appears  that  several  of  the  legislatures  have  passed  laws  upon  the 
subject  matter  aforesaid  dissimilar  to  the  tenor  and  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  before  mentioned  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  State:  by 
reason  whereof,  and  of  the  proviso  therein  contained,  the  said  act  can 
have  no  operation.  n 

And  whereas  the  legislature  of  this  State  are  disposed  to  give  a  further 
proof  of  their,  earnest  desire  to  contribute  towards  a  fund  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  public  debts,  and  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  will  be 
more  likely  to  meet  with  the  concurrence  and  co  operation  of  the  other 
States. 
wpeSSf*      ^^  '^  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  repre- 
sented in  Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  the  above  mentioned  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  State 
entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled 
to  levy  a  duty  on  foreign  merchandise  imported  into  this  State,"  and 
every  clause  article  and  thing  in  the  said  act  contained,  be  and  the  same 
hereby  are  repealed  and  annulled, 
to^nited       ^^'^  ^^  people  of  this  State  do  give  and  grant  to  the  United  States 
States  of    in  congress  assembled,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  and  enacted  by  the 
dut^^f^*™  authority  aforesaid,  that  the  people  of  this  State  do  hereby  give  and 
*^J  PJ*"      grant  to  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled,  a  duty  or  duties  of  five 
foreiiTD  im-  per  cent  advalorem  at  the  time  and  place  of  importation  upon  all  goods 
goodlk        wares  and  merchandise  of  foreign   growth  or  manufacture  which  may 
be  imported  into  this  State  from  any  foreign  port  island  or  plantation 
except  as  the  act  of  congress  of  the  third  day  of  February  in  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  eighty  one,  recited  in  the  before  mentioned 
act  of  the  people  of  this  State  represented  in  senate  and  assembly,  is 
excepted:  and  also  a  live  duty  or  duties  on  all  prizes  and  prize  goods  to  be 
condemned  in  the  court  of  admiralty  of  this  State  as  lawful  prizes;  so  as 
the  said  duties  shall  not  be  continued  longer  than  until  the  principal 
and  interest  of  the  debts  already  contracted,  or  which  may  be  con- 
tracted on  the  faith  of  the  United  States  for  supporting  the  present 
war,  shall  be  fully  and  finally  discharged. 
Duties  to        And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.    That  the  same 
byofflcere  duties  or  such  proportion  thereof  as  congress  shall  from  time  to  time 
auufority   require,  and  the  several  legislatures  of  the  rest  of  the  respective  States 
of  this       on  their  part  shall  agree  to  give  and  grant,  shall  be  levied  and  collected 
State-         ijy  such  officers,  under  the  authority  of  this  State,  and  in  such  manner 
and  form,  and  under  such  pains  penalties  and  regulations  as  the  people 
of  this  State  represented  in  senate  and  assembly  by  laws  to  be  for  that 
purpose  from  time  to  time  enacted  and  made  shall  enjoin  and  direct. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and  Collectors 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  collectors  appointed  to  collect  the  saidduSSto 
duty  to  pay  the  same  to  such  person  as  shall  by  the  United  States  in  JSJhorized 
congress  assembled  be  authorized  to  receive  the  same.  by  con- 

Provided  always  that  the  force  and  operation  of  this  act  shall  be  and  Sceive* 
is  hereby  suspended  untill  all  the  States  except  such  whose  legislatures  are  8*™^ 
by  the  events  of  the  war  prevented  from  assembling,  shall  have  passed 
laws  for  vesting  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled  with  a  grant 
and  powers  similar  to  those  vested  in  them  by  this  act. 


CHAP.  2$. 

AN  ACT  to  appoint  commissioners  to  compleat  the  running  of 
a  jurisdiction  line  between  this  State,  and  the  State  or  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts, 

Passed  the  17th  of  March.  1783. 

Whereas  an  agreement  was  made  and  entered  into  on  the  eighteenth  Preamble* 
day  of  May  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  three, 
between  commissioners  appointed  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  late 
colony  of  New  York,  and  commissioners  appointed  by  an  act  of  the 
legislature  of  the  late  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  which  agreement  is 
in  the  words  following;  to  wit,  "This  agreement  indented,  made  the 
eighteenth  day  of  May  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  most 
gracious  majesty  George  the  third  king  of  Great  Britain,  France  and 
Ireland,  defender  of  the  faith,  &c.  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  three,  between  John  Watts,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Robert  R.  Livingston,  and  William  Nicoll,  Esquires,  duly 
authorized  to  make  such  agreement  by  virtue  of  a  law  of  the  province  of 
New  York,  of  the  one  part;  and  William  Brattle,  Joseph  Hawley,  and 
John  Hancock,  Esquires,  thereunto  also  duly  authorized  by  virtue  of  a 
law  of  the  province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  of  the  other  part,  witnes- 
seth,  that  the  commissaries  aforesaid  being  met  at  Hartford  in  the 
colony  of  Connecticut,  for  the  settlement  of  a  partition  line  of  jurisdic- 
tion between  the  said  provinces  of  New  York  and  the  Massachusetts 
Bay,  on  the  easterly  part  of  the  said  province  of  New  York,  and  from 
the  south  to  the  north  boundaries  of  the  said  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  said  laws  and  certain  commissions  respectively  issued  to 
the  commissaries  above  named  by  the  governors  of  the  provinces  afore- 
said, and  in  compliance  with  the  royal  recommendation  heretofore 
signified  to  Sir  Henry  Moore,  baronet,  and  Francis  Bernard,  Esquire, 
the  then  governors  of  the  said  provinces,  by  letters  from  the  right  honor- 
able the  Earl  of  Shelburn  late  one  of  his  majesties  principal  secretaries 
of  State ;  and  after  having  had  divers  conferences  relative  to  the  afore- 
said boundary  of  the  said  provinces,  they  the  said  commissaries  do  there- 
upon unanimously  agree,  that  the  following  line,  that  is  to  say,  a  line 
beginning  at  a  place  fixed  upon  by  the  two  governments  of  New  York 
and  Connecticut,  in  or  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  thirty  one,  for  the  north  west  comer  of  a  tract  of  land  com- 
monly called  the  oblong,  or  equivalent  land ;  and  running  from  the  said 
comer  north  twenty  one  degrees,  ten  minutes  and  thirty  seconds  east,  as 
the  magnetic  needle  now  points,  to  the  north  line  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay,  shall  at  all  times  hereafter  be  the  line  of  jurisdiction  between  the 
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said  province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  the  said  province  of  New 
York,  in  all  and  every  part  and  place  where  the  said  province  of  New 
York  on  its  eastern  boundary  shall  adjoin  on  the  said  province  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay.  In  testimony  whereof  the  commissaries  aforesaid 
have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals,  the  day  and  year  first  above 
mentioned. " 

'  And  whereas  the  governors  of  the  said  colonies  of  New  York  and 
Massachusetts  Bay,  by  an  instrument  in  writing  under  tjieir  hands  and 
seals  respectively  bearing  date  the  eighteenth  day  of  May  in  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  three  signified  their  approba- 
tion of  the  said  agreement  ;wrhich  said  instrument  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit,  **  We  the  governors  of  the  provinces  aforesaid,  having  been 
present  at  the  execution  of  the  agreement  aforesaid,  in  testimony  of  our 
consent  thereto,  and  of  our  approbation  thereof,  have  hereunto  set  our 
hands  and  seals,  at  Hartford  aforesaid,  this  eighteenth  day  of  May  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  three, 
and  the  thirteenth  year  of  his  majesty's  reign." 

And  whereas  after  the  settlement  of  the  said  jurisdiction  line,  comnais- 
sioners  and  surveyors  were  appointed  as  well  on  the  part  of  this  State 
while  the  colony  of  New  York,  as  on  the  part  of  the  State  or  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  while  the  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  who  in 
pursuance  of  the  said  articles  of  agreement,  did  proceed  in  part  to  run 
and  mark  the  said  line,  but  did  not  compleat  the  same. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre- 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same^  That  the  honorable  Robert  Yates  and  Philip  Schuyler  Es- 
quires and  Gerard  Bancker  Esquire  shall  be  and  are  hereby  declared 
commissioners  on  the  part  of  this  State,  and  who,  or  any  two  of  them, 
shall  have  full  power  and  are  hereby  authorized  to  meet  with  commis- 
sioners who  are  or  may  be  lawfully  authorized  and  appointed  by  the  said 
State  or  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  and  in  conjunction  with  such 
commissioners  to  be  appointed  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  said  State 
or  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  to  run  out  and  mark  the  said  ju- 
risdiction line,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  arti- 
cles of  agreement. 

And  be  it  further  encuted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  line  so 
to  be  run  out  and  marked  shall  be  and  forever  hereafter  remain  a  juris- 
diction or  boundary  line  between  the  State  or  Commonwealth  of  the 
Massachusetts  and  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said 
commissioners  after  the  completion  of  the  said  survey,  shall  under  their 
hands  and  seals,  make  a  true  and  exact  return  of  the  said  survey,  into 
the  secretary's  office  of  this  State,  in  order  to  be  there  filed  as  a  per- 
petual evidence  of  the  said  jurisdiction  line. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  treas- 
urer of  this  State  shall  pay  to  the  said  commissioners  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  pounds,  for  and  towards  the  expence  of  such  survey,  out  of 
any  monies  which  may  be  in  his  hands  unappropriated. 
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CHAP.  29. 

AN  ACT  to  settle  and  finally  establish  the  line  or  lines  of  divis- 
ion between  the  patents  of  Wawayanda  and  Cheescocks  in  the 
county  of  Orange. 

Passed  the  17th  of  March,  1783. 

Whereas  Queen  Anne  by  her  letters  patent  under  the  great  seal  of  Preamble. 
New  York  bearing  date  the  twenty  ninth  day  of  April  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  three,  did  grant  in  fee  simple  to 
Doctor  John  Bridges  and  eleven  others,  certain  tracts  of  vacant  land  in 
the  county  of  Orange  called  or  known  by  the  name  of  Wawayanda  and 
some  other  small  tracts  or  parcels  of  like  land,  these  being  bounded  on 
the  eastward  by  the  high  hills  of  the  Highlands,  and  the  patent  lands 
of  Captain  John  Evans  on  the  north  by  the  division  line  of  the  said 
county  of  Orange  and  Ulster,  on  the  westward  by  the  high  hills  to  the 
eastward  of  Minisink,  and  on  the  south  by  the  division  line  of  the  prov- 
ince of  New  York  and  east  New  Jersey. 

And  whereas  her  said  late  majesty  Queen  Anne  by  her  letters  patent  ibw. 
under  the  said  great  seal  dated  the  twenty  fifth  day  of  March  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seven,  did  grant  in  fee 
simple  to  Anne  Bridges  and  six  other  persons  therein  named  a  certain 
tract  of  upland  and  meadow  before  purchased  from  the  native  Indian 
proprietors  situate  lying  and  being  in  the  county  of  Orange  called 
Cheescocks  being  bounded  to  the  northward  by  the  pattented  lands  of 
Captain  John  Evans  and  the  patent  of  Doctor  Bridges  and  company  to 
the  westward  by  the  said  patent  of  Bridges  and  company,  and  the  west 
side  of  the  high  hills  calle'd  the  Highlands  to  the  southward  by  the  pat- 
tented  lands  of  Mr.  Daniel  Honan  and  Michael  Haudon  and  to  the 
eastward  by  the  Christian  pattented  lands  of  Haverstraw  and  Hudsons 
river. 

And  whereas  the  said  patents  of  Wawayanda  and  Cheescocks  have  been  ibid, 
divided  agreeable  to  the  claims  of  the  respective  proprietors  in  which 
divisions  their  bounds  do  greatly  interfere  with  each  other  by  which 
means  many  considerable  parcels  of  land  lay  in  dispute.  And  whereas 
the  proprietors  of  the  said  patents  taken  together  are  very  numerous 
and  some  of  them  feme  coverts  and  infants  and  the  prosecutors  of  so 
many  suits  in  the  ordinary  course  of  law  as  would  be  necessary  finally 
to  settle  the  said  controversy,  and  to  determine  the  title  and  property, 
of  the  said  disputed  lands  would  prove  a  heavy  burthen  to  the  said 
county  of  Orange,  and  would  unreasonably  protract  the  dispute,  impede 
the  cultivation  of  the  country,  and  be  extreamly  expensive  to  the  parties 
interested.  And  whereas  for  the  prevention  of  dl  the  aforesaid  evils  '^ 
the  major  part  of  the  proprietors  of  each  of  the  said  patents  of  Waway- 
anda and  Cheescocks  finding  it  impossible  on  account  of  the  infancy 
and  coverture  of  some  of  the  parties  interested  to  make  one  determination 
of  the  said  controversy  binding  on  all  parties  interested  without  the  aid  of 
the  legislature,  have  nominated  and  appointed  separate  committees  to 
wit  John  Morin  Scott,  Evert  Bancker  Henry  Wisner  William  Wickham 
and  William  Thompson  esquires  as  a  committee  for  the  proprietors  of 
the  said  patent  of  Wawayanda,  and  John  Stevens  Peter  Van  Brugh 
Livingston  Thomas  Smith  Thomas  Jones  and  Andrew  Bostwick  esquires, 
as  a  conunittee  for  the  said  patent  of  Cheescocks  to  manage  their  re- 
spective claims  to  Jhe  land  in  controversy  before  the  commissioners 
hereinafter  mentioned  who  are  to  settle  and  finally  determine  the  said 
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matters  in  controversy  in  such  manner  as  by  one  determination  finally 
to  bind  all  parties  claiming  under  the  said  two  patents  respectively. 
Commit-        I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre- 
Befeot        sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
seven  com-  fke  samCy  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  committee  to  select  seven 
to  TOttie^"  commissioners  to  agree  fix  upon  settle  and  finally  ascertain  the  boundary 
bouodaiy  jj^g  q^  lines  between  the  said  patents  of  Wawayanda  and  Cheesecocks, 
between     and  the  said  commissioners  shall  be  and  are  hereby  fully  and  absolutely 
namedk      authorized  and  impowered  in  and  by  such  ways  and  means  as  they  shall 
judge  expedient  to  fix,  settle,  ascertain  and  finally  determine  the  bound- 
aries between  the  said  two  patents  of  Wawayanda  and  Cheescocks. 
Settlement  And  also  what  part  of  the  controverted  lands  do  lie  within  the  bounds 
andbfnd-*  ^^  ^2s^  of  the  said  patents  respectively  which  settlement  and  determina- 
inp  upon    tion  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  said  commissioners,  shall,  as  to 
oonoe^^  all  rights,  titles  or  interests  derived  by  from  or  under  the  said  two  let- 
ters patent  or  either  of  them,  be  absolutely  binding  and  conclusive  to 
upon  and  against  all  persons  now  having  or  claiming,  or  hereafter  to 
have  or  claim  any  estate,  right,  title  or  interest  in  the  bonds  granted  by  the 
said  two  letters  patent  or  either  of  them,  and  shall  to  all  intents  construc- 
tions and  purposes  whatsoever  absolutely  vest  the  right  title  and  interest 
of  such  parts'  of  the  said  lands  in  controversy  as  shall  be  so  determined 
to  lie  within  the  bounds  of  each  of  the  said  patents  respectively  in  such 
person  and  persons  and  with  such  estate  and  estates  as  the  same  would 
be,  were  they  undoubtedly  included  in  such  of  the  said  letters  patent 
within  which  they  shall  be  so  determined  to  lie,  and  that  all  and  every 
person  and  persons  claiming  by  title  derived  from  and  under  one  or  the 
other  of  the  said  two  letters  patent  in  the  said  lands  that  shall  be  so 
determined  to  lie  within  either  of  these  letters  patent  from  having  or 
claiming  any  estate,  right,  title  or  interest  by  virtue  of  the  other  letters 
patent  immediately  from  and  after  such  determination,  shall  be  utterly 
barred  and  excluded  forever,  and  that  immediately  thenceforward  all  such 
lands  as  shall  by  such  determination  be  adjudged  to  lie  within  the  bounds 
of  each  of  the  said  patents  shall  as  to  all  titles,  claims  and  interests  derived 
from  and  under  the  said  two  letters  patent  or  either  of  them,  be  deemed 
esteemed  and  taken  to  all  intents  constructions  and  purposes  whatsoever 
to  lie  within  the  bounds  of  such  of  the  said  letters  patent  respectively, 
Proviso      wherein  they  shall  be  so  determined.     Provided  always  that  nothing 
rightaof     herein  contained  shall  be  deemed  construed  taken  or  understood  to 
the  people  affect  the  estate  right,  title  or  interest  of  the  people  of  this  State,  or  of 
State  shaU  any  person   or  persons,  bodies  corporate   or  politic,  not  claiming  or 
affe^d.     deriving  title  by  from  or  under  the  said  two  letters  patent,  or  either  of 
them,  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  anywise 
Official       notwithstanding;  and  provided  further  that  the  commissioners  aforesaid 
oommto-    ^hall  before  they  execute  any  of  the  duties  prescribed  in  and  by  this 
sioners       act,  take  the  following  oath  before  any  justice  of  the  peace,  which  oath 

such  justice   is   hereby   authorized  to  administer,  towit,  I do 

hereby  solemnly  swear  and  declare  that  I  will  well  and  truly  execute 

the  part  reposed  in  me  in  and  by  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  settle  and 

finally  establish  the  line  or  lines  of  division  between  the  patents  of 

Wawayanda  and  Cheescocks  in  the  county  of  Orange  to  the  best  of  my 

knowledge  and  ability:  So  help  me  God. 

Simftobe      -^^^  ^^  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  determin- 

acknowi-    ation*  of  the  commissioners  as  aforesaid  being  duly  acknowledged  or 

enSredof  Proved  in  the  usual  form  before  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court 

r^o^  In    and  entered  of  record  in  the  county  records  of  the  said  county  of  Oran^ge. 

named.       as  in  the  secretary's  office  of  this  State,  shall  be  good  evidence  iii  all 

/ 
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courts  both  of  law  and  equity  of  such  determination.  Provided  never- 
theless that  it  shall 'not  be  lawful  for  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  or 
either  of  them  to  proceed  to  the  execution  of  any  of  the  powers  author* 
ities  or  trusts  hereby  granted  or  reposed  to  or  in  them,  until  after  the 
first  day  of  May  which  will  be  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty  four. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^   That  they  the  Ctommls- 
said  commissioners  shall  be  and  hereby  are  authorized  and  impowered  thoiized^' 
to  summon  and  order  any  person  or  persons  within  this  State,  to  appear  to  sum- 
before  them  when  and  as  often  as  they  the  said  commissioners  or  the  ^db  ^ 
major  part  of  them  or  the  survivors  of  them  or  the  major  part  of  such  Jg§^ 
survivors   shall   think  necessary,  to   be  examined   and   give  evidence  examined 
touching  the  matters  in  controversy,  and  also  to  bring  with  them  all  SSfuSJ^ 
such  books,  deeds,  papers,  records  or  other  written  evidence,  as  the  *»gj>>^ . 
said  comniissioners  shall  from  time  to  time  think  proper  to  order  and  produced, 
direct  for  the  execution  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  this  act  —  and 
that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  commissioners  or 
either  of  them  to  administer  an  oath  or  affirmation  in  cases  where  the 
law  directs  on  affirmation  to  the  witnesses  to  be  examined  before  them 
to  declare  the  truth  touching  the  matters  in  question;  and  if  any  witness  so 
to  be  examined  shall  give  false  evidence  or  wilfully  and  knowingly  affirm 
or  depose  falsely  on  such  examination,  and  shall  thereof  be  duly  convicted 
such  witness  shall  for  such  offence  suffer  the  pains  and  penalties  inflicted 
by  law  for  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury.     And  if  any  person  or  persons  Penalty 
being  summoned  by  writing  subscribed  by  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  [^''^JSj^Sf* 
or  either  of  them,  duly  served  on  such  person  or  persons,  or  left  at  his  and  pro? 
or  their  usual  place  of  abode,  six  days  before  the  day  required  by  such  booka,  etc. 
summons,  for  his  her  or  their  attendance  as  aforesaid,  to  give  evidence 
before  the  said  commissions,  or  to  bring  with  him  her  or  them,  any  book, 
deed,  paper  or  record,  or  any  books,  deeds,  papers  or  records,  shall 
neglect  refuse  or  delay  to  give  such  attendance  or  to  bring  such  written 
evidence  as  shall  be  required  by  the  said  commissioners  or  any  one 
of   them,   or  for  any  person   so   summoned   as  a  witness,   attending 
shall  refuse  to  give  evidence  either  by  oral  testimony  or  the  production 
of  such  written  evidences  as  aforesaid,  such  person  or  persons  shall  for- 
feit for  every  such  neglect  refusal  or  delay  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
pounds  lawful  money  of  this  State  to  be  recovered  in  the  name  of  the 
committee  at  whose  instance  the  summons  for  the  attendance  of  such 
witness  shall  have  been  granted   in  any  court  of  record  having  cogni- 
zance thereof.     Provided,  that  no  witness  shall  be  subject  to  the  penalty 
hereby  enacted  unless  a  tender  of  a  reasonable  compensation  for  his  loss 
of  time  and  for  his  expences  of  attendance  shall  have  been  previously 
made.     And  provided  also  that  no  person  shall  be  compelled  to  produce 
any  written  evidence  other  than  such  as  he  might  be  compelled  to  in  an 
ordinary  course  of  law  by  subpoenas  duces  tecum. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  the  said  Koommit- 
committee  shall  not  elect  seven  commissioners  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  not  elect 
before  the  first  day  of  January  term  next,  it  shall  then  be  lawful  for  the  g^SS? 
supreme  court  of  judicature  for  this  State  on  motion  in  behalf  of  either  within 
of  the  said  committees,  to  appoint  by  rule  of  the  said  court  seven  com-  Earned 
missioners  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  which  commissioners  so  to  be  *^®5L^ 
appointed  shall  be  vested  with  the  like  powers  authorities  and  trusts,  as  SSurt  may 
if  they  had  been  elected  by  the  said  committees ;  and  further  thd[t  any  ^^^HS^'. 
five  of  the  said  commissioners  to  be  elected  or  appointed  as  the  case  may 
be  shall  be  a  quorum  to  execute  and  exercise  the  said  several  powers, 
trusts  and  authorities  and  that  the  decisions  and  adjudications  of  the 
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manors  districts  or  precincts  in  the  said  three  counties  respectively,  from 
keeping  such  spare  beds  and  stabling,  provender  and  forage,  as  is  herein 
before  directed. 

And  whereas  by  reason  of  the  said  commissioners  not  being  fully  in- 
formed of  the  duties  required  of  them  by  this  act  many  licences  to  keep 
pblic  inns  or  taverns  may  before  the  said  first  day  of  May  nuext  be 
granted  to  improper  persons. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  licences  to 
keep  public  inns  or  taverns  granted  before  the  first  day  of  May  next 
(except  such  as  shall  have  been  granted  in  pursuance  of  and  in  con- 
formity to  this  act)  shall  expire  on  the  said  first  day  of  May  next,  and 
from  thenceforth  be  null  and  void ;  and  that  the  commissioners  in  the 
respective  cities  towns  manors  districts  or  precincts  in  the  respective 
counties  in  this  State,  shall,  on  application,  and  without  fee  or  reward,, 
grant  new  licences  to  expire  on  the  first  day  of  March  next  ensuing  the 
date  of  such  licences  respectively,  instead  of  such  as  may  have  expired, 
to  such  persons  only  as  shall  in  their  judgment  be  duly  and  properly 
qualified,  (to  keep  public  inns  or  taverns)  agreeable  to  the  directions  of 
this  act;  and  shall  restore  to  every  person  who  shall  have  obtained  a  li- 
cence that  is  become  void,  and  paid  for  excise,  and  who  shall  be  ad- 
judged by  such  commissioners  not  duly  and  properly  qualified  agree- 
able to  the  directions  of  this  act  to  keep  an  inn  or  tavern,  a  proportion- 
ate sum  of  the  money  paid  by  such  person  for  excise,  according  as  the 
time  he  shall  have  kept  an  inn  or  tavern,  shall  bear  to  the  time  of  his 
licence  then  to  come;  and  declared  void. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  scveral 
and  respective  commissioners  shall  and  are  hereby  required  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  June  in  every  year,  to  account  with  the  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  their  respective  towns  manors  districts  or  precincts  for  the  monies 
for  them  to  be  annually  rated  for  excise,  and  pay  the  same  to  the  said 
overseers  for  the  use  of  the  poor,  except  in  the  county  of  Ulster,  where 
the  monies  to  arise  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  paid  and  applied  as  by 
the  act  herein  before  mentioned  is  directed. 

And  the  more  effectually  to  prevent  every  species  of  gaming  or  incite- 
ment thereto  in  public  inns  or  taverns.  ^ 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  be  deemed 
an  offence  against  the  people  of  this  State  for  any  person  who  shall  keep 
a  public  inn  or  tavern  to  permit  or  suffer  any  cock  fighting,  playing  with 
cards  or  dice,  or  to  keep  any  billiard  table  or  shuffle  board  within  his 
house  or  within  any  outhouse  yard  or  garden  belonging  thereto,  or 
therein  to  permit  any  kind  of  gaming  by  Ipt  or  chance.  That  as  well 
the  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  of  gaol  delivery,  as  the  courts  of 
general  or  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  in  the  several  counties  within 
this  State,  shall  have  cognizance  of  offences  against  this  act,  and  shall 
and  may  punish  offenders  convicted  thereof  by  fine  and  imprisonment 
at  the  discretion  of  the  said  court  in  which  any  such  convictions  shall 
be  had;  and  that  the  justices  of  the  several  courts  before  menrioned 
shall  in  their  charges  hereafter  to  be  given  to  every  grand  jury  within 
the  State,  charge  them  diligently  to  enquire  of  and  to  indict  or  prevent 
all  offenders  against  this  act 
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CHAP.  23. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Dirck  Jansen  and  his  creditors. 

Passed  the  8th  of  March,  1783. 

Whereas  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  in  order  to  obtain  a  general  dis-  Preamble, 
charge,  is  willing  to  assign  and  deliver  all  his  estate  for  the  benefit  of 
his  creditors. 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  Neiu  Yorky  represented  in 
Senate  artd  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 

That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  by  deed  nirck  Jan- 
executed  under  his  hand  and  seal  in  the  presence  of  two  credible  wit-  Jon^y^his 
nesses  within  one  month  after  the  passing  of  this  act  to  grant  convey  real  estate, 
assign  and  deliver  to   Henry  Remses  late  of  the  city  of  New  York  Sm  of^*^ 
Samuel  Ten  Broeck,  of  Roeliff  Jansen  Kill  in  the  county  of  Albany,  JJ^j^iS* 
and  Peter  Van  Gaasbeek,  Abraham  Brinckerhoff  and  Peter  Elting  all  of  named. 
Kingston  in  the  county  of  Ulster,  for  the  use  of  the  creditors  of  the 
said  Dirck  Jansen  his  estate  real  and  personal  both  in  law  and  equity 
and  all  books  vouchers  and  securities  relating  to  the  same  except  his 
wearing  apparel,  hrs  arms  and  other  military  accoutrements,  and  also 
excepting  one  bed  and  the  necessary  bedding  for  his  own  use. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  Assltmees 
assignees  or  any  three  of  them  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  J^me/etc, 
grant  bargain  and  sell  or  dispose  of  all  or  any  part  of  the  said  estate  and  iivide 
and  to  execute  good  and  sufficient  deeds  for  the  same  and  to  sue  for  £SoS*^ 
and  recover  in  their  names  or  the  names  of  any  three  of  them  all  debts  creditors^ 
and  things  due  or  belonging  to  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  or  to  his  real  or 
personal  estate,  and  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  refer  to  arbi- 
tration settle  compound  or  agree  with  any  person  or  persons  indebted 

to  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  in  such  manner  and  form  as  they  the  said 
assignees  or  any  tfiree  of  them  shall  deem  just  or  expedient.  And  shall 
proceed  to  convert  the  estate  of  the  said  Dirck  Jansen '  into  money  as 
soon  as  conveniently  may  be  and  shall  within  the  space  of  twelve  months 
after  the  passing  of  this  act  proceed  to  make  a  division  of  all  the  money 
which  shall  come  to  their  hands  of  the  said  estate  among  all  the  credi- 
tors of  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  the  amount  of  whose  demands  have  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  said  assignees  in  ratable  proportions,first  giving  three  Notice  to 
months  notice  of  the  time  and  place,  of  making  such  division,  by  advertis-  ^  8i^«n. 
ing  the  same  twelve  weeks  successively  in  one  or  more  of  the  public  news 
papers  of  the  State,  and  if  the  whole  be  not  then  settled,  shall  within 
the  space  of  six  months  thereafter  make  a  second  division  of  what 
monies  may  come  to  their  hands  after  the  first  division,  and  so  shall  a 
third  and  farther  division  or  divisions  be  made  within  the  space  of  six 
months  between  each  division  till  a  final  settlement  and  a  just  and  equal 
division  be  made  of  the  whole  of  the  said  estate.- 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  Awipees 
assignees  or  any  three  of  them  shall  (at  least  one  month  before  a  division  Jfse  fo^" 
be  made)  appoint  a  day  by  advertising  the  same  in  one  or  more  of  the  {J°e®J2{f  ^r 
public  news  papers  of  this  State,  for  a  general  meeting  of  all  such  credi-  creditors, 
tors  of   the  said  Dirck  Jansen  as  shall  chuse  to  attend,  in  order  to 
examine  and  ascertain  the  debts  due  to  each  of  his  creditors. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  ^^^^^ 
assignees  or  any  three  of  them  shall  within  one  month  after  the  said  oath, 
assignment  and  before  they  shall  proceed  to  the  execution  of  the  trust 
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reposed  in  them  take  an  oath  (to  be  administered  by  any  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  supreme  court  or  any  one  of  the  judges  of  any  of  the  in- 
ferior courts  of  common  pleas  of  this  State)  well  and  faithfully  to  execute 
the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  this  act  and  render  a  true  account  of  all  that 
shall  come  to  their  hands  of  the  estate  of  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  and 
for  that  purpose  shall  keep  regular  books  of  accounts,  to  which  every 
Oompenfla-  creditor  (at  all  reasonable  times)  may  have  recourse.  And  for  the  care 
tion.  ^^^  trouble  of  the  said  assignees  in  transacting  the  said  business,  they 

shall  be  allowed  and  paid  (out  of  the  said  estate)  such  a  consideration 
as  any  one  of  the  judges  of  the  said  supreme  court  shall  tax  or  certify  to 
be  just  and  reasonable. 
Proceed-  V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  for  the 
fSfS'djS^  ""ore  full  discovery  of  the  said  estate  the  said  assignees  or  any  three  of 
A^d '^tate  *^^"^  ^2^  have  full  power  and  are  hereby  required  to  summon  and 
*  examine  on  oath  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  respecting  any  conveyance 
assignment  or  other  matter  or  thing  relative  to  his  said  estate  and  every 
other  person  whatsoever  known  or  suspected  to  have  secreted  concealed 
or  fraudulently  received  or  embezzled  any  part  of  the  said  estate,  and 
in  case  any  person  on  such  summons,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  attend, 
having  no  reasonable  excuse,  or  shall  refuse  to  be  sworn  or  being 
sworn  shall  refuse  to  answer,  such  person  so  neglecting  or  refusing  shall 
forfiet  and  pay  for  every  such  neglect  or  refusal  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
pounds  to  be  paid  to  the  said  assignees  or  any  or  either  of  them,  who 
shall  sue  for  and  recover  the  same  together  with  costs,  which  penalty 
when  so  recovered  shall  be  considered  and  disposed  off  as  part  of  the 
estate  of  the  said  Dirck  Jansen,  as  other  his  estate  is  hereby  directed 
to  be  disposed  of,  and  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  this  State  may 
administer  the  oath  to  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  attend  as  wit- 
nesses before  the  said  assignees  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  and  if  any 
such  person  shall  wilfully  or  knowingly  swear  falsely,  he  or  she  shall  be 
liable  to  the  same  pains  and  penalties  as  those  who  are  convicted  of 
wilful  and  corrupt  perjury. 
JeioBy  VI    And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in  case 

Juisen  to  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  shall  be  guilty  of  perjury  by  concealing  (after  being 
any^Mirt  swom  as  aforesaid)  any  part  of  this  estate  or  effects,  or  shall  after  the 
of  hfai  said  assignment  of  his  estate  by  virtue  of  this  act,  redeem  any  debt  or 
estate,  etc  ^^5^5  due  to  him  before,  or  if  he  shall  secrete  any  part  of  his  estate  or 
any  books  or  writings  relating  thereto  with  an  intent  to  defraud  his  cred- 
itors, he  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  guilty  of  felony. 
Priori^  to  VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  debts 
the  staus  <iue  from  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  to  the  people  of  this  State  for  taxes  shall 
«tc.  be  first  paid,  then  all  costs  of  suit,  and  after  deducting  all  such  costs 

and  charges  and  expenses  as  shall  necessarily  be  laid  out  and  expended 
by  the  assignees  together  with  an  allowance  for  their  care  and  trouble 
therein,  the  residue  shall  be  equally  divided  among  the  creditors,  and  in 
the  division  no  preference  shall  be  allowed  or  given  to  debts  due  by 
specialty  or  judgment,' but  if  there  shall  be  an  overj^us  after  all  the 
creditors  are  fully  paid  all  their  just  demands,  it  shall  be  paid  and  deliv- 
ered by  the  said  assignees  or  any  three  of  them  to  the  said  Dirck  Jansen 
^rShts**  ^^^  ^^^^^  executors  or  administrators. —  Provided  that  nothing  in  this  act 
of  land-     contained  shall  be  construed  to  deprive  the  landlord  of  the  nght  of  dis- 
JgJJ^gj^     training  or  otherwise  securing  his  rents  which  by  law  he  had  before  the 
making  of  this  act,  and  provided  also  that  the  said  assignees  shall  not 
dispose  of  the  messuage  and  lands  with  the  appurtenances  now  pos- 
sessed by  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  lying  and  being  in  the  manor  of  Liv- 
ingston m  the  county  of  Albany,  unless  the  residue  of  the  estate  of  the 
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said  Dirck  Jansen  shall  after  the  expiration  of  three  years  from  the 
passing  of  this  act  be  found  insufficient  to  pay  all  the  just  debts  due  by 
him  to  his  creditors. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  said  Bxeou- 
Dirck  Jansen>  having  assigned  and  given  up  his  estate  and  conformed  in  bii^^and 
all  things  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  all  executions  on  any  judgment  gJUJ^Sty** 
or  judgments  that  may  have  been  obtained  against  him  are  hereby  for  discharged 
ever  barred  and  his  person,  and  property  acquired  after  his  assigning 

and  conforming  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  discharged  from  all  debts  due  or 
contracted  by  him  before  the  time  of  the  said  assignment,  and  if  he 
shall  be  prosecuted  for  any  such  debt  or  contract  he  may  plead  the  gen- 
eral issue  and  give  this  act  and  the  special  matter  in  evidence. 

IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  Convey- 
conveyance  or  assignment  of  Ihe  estate  of  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  lately  JJSfed 
made  to  Philip  Rockenfeller,  Samuel  Ten  Broeck,  and  Peter  Van  Gaas-  null  and 
beek,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  his  creditors  shall  be  and  is  hereby  de-  ^^   * 
clared  to  be  null  and  void  from  and  after  the  time  of  making  the  assign- 
ment directed  by  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  assignees  BeDeflu  to 
of  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  or  any  three  of  them  shall  and  may  have  and  JlSS?^^** 
enjoy  all  the  benefits  which  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  might  or  could  have  atneeB. 
had  and  enjoyed  in  consequence  of  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  relative  to 
debts  due  to  persons  within  the  enemy's  lines  "  if  such  assignment  had 
not  been  made,  and  such  assignees  are  hereby  declared  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  to  be  in  the  place  and  stead  of  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  as  if  the 
said  act  had  particularly  and  expressly  provided  that  assignees  should 
and  might  be  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  intended  in  and  by  the  said  act 
to  be  secured  to  debtors  who  have  not  remained  with  the  enemy. 


CHAP.  24. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  an  act  for  the  further  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  the  troops  of  this  State,  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States. 

Passed  the  8th  of  March,  1783. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  the  legislature  that  the  pay  directed  to  preamble, 
be  liquidated  in  and  by  the  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  further  settlement 
of  the  accounts  of  the  troops  of  this  State,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  is  still  unsettled  by  means  of  dificulties  which  have  arisen. 

I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  repre- 
sented in  Senate  and  Assembty,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  samcy  That  in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  troops  of  this  Auditors 
State,  for  the  pay  accrued  during  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  *°  •ettiing 
and  eighty  one,  the  auditors  shall  not  charge   any  noncommissioned  not^o 
officer  or  private  for  any  cloathing  received  by  them  respectively,  the  ^^K^ig®' 
said  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.     That  the  said  auditors  shall  but  to   * 
charge  the  officers,  noncommissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  two  m^y  ^^ 
regiments  of  infantry,  and  the  regiment  of  artillery  of  this  State,  serving  advaooed. 
in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  with  the  monies  advanced  to  them  re- 
spectively on  account  of  this  State,  during  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  one,  ascertaining  the  value  thereof  if  in  paper  cur- 
rency, agreeable  to  what  shall  be  deemed  by  such  auditors  the  actual 
value  thereof  at  the  time  of  such  payments  respectively. 
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II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawf ull  to  and  for  such  auditors,  to  deduct  from  the  amount 
of  the  pay  of  each  officer,  noncommissioned  officer  and  private,  previous 
to  settling  the  ballance  thereof,  the  amount  of  monies  advanced  by  the 
paymasters  of  the  said  regiments  respectively,  in  which  such  officer  non- 
commissioned officer  and  private  served  during  the  year  aforesaid,  to  such 
officer  noncommissioned  officer  and  private;  and  that  the  auditors  shall 
thereupon  credit  such  paymasters  in  the  accounts  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  treasurer,  as  in  and  by  the  act  hereby  amended  is  directed,  with  the 
amount  of  such  monies  advanced  by  them  respectively.  Provided  al- 
ways, that  such  pajnnasters  respectively  shall  produce  an  account  to  the 
said  auditors  wherein  they  shall  specify  the  names  and  ranks  of  the  offi- 
cers, noncommissioned  officers  and .  of  the  privates,  to  whom  they  shall 
have  advanced  monies  during  the  year  aforesaid,  or  at  any  time  since, 
for  account  of  pay  for  the  said  year  and  the  sums  advanced  to  each  re- 
spective person  and  the  kind  of  money  in  which  such  advances  were 
made;  and  that  the  said  auditors  shall  previous  to  any  settlement  as 
aforesaid,  require  such  paymasters  respectively,  to  make  oath  before 
the  said  auditors,  or  one  of  them,  that  the  monies  and  articles  specified 
in  such  account,  were  actually  and  bona  fide  advanced,  and  delivered, 
to  the  officers,  noncommissioned  officers  and  privates  charged  for  the 
same  during  the  said  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  one, 
or  at  any  time  since. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  auditors 
shall  transmit  such  accounts,  with  a  certificate  of  such  oath  having  been 
taken,  thereon  endorsed,  to  the  treasurer  of  this  State,  with  the  accounts 
of  the  ballances  by  them  ascertained  as  aforesaid:  and  the  treasurer  of 
this  State  shall,  and  he  is  hereby  requited,  to  charge  the  United  States, 
with  all  clothing  delivered  by  this  State,  for  the  use  of  the  noncom- 
missioned officers,  and  of  the  privates,  of  the  troops  of  this  State,  serv- 
ing in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  with  all  monies  advanced  to 
them,  and  to  the  commissioned  officers,  of  the  said  troops,  by  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  encuted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawfull  to  and  for  the  treasurer  of  the  State,  to  pay  the  annual 
interest  arising  from  such  ballances,  to  the  order  of  any  officer,  noncom- 
missioned officer  or  private,  entitled  to  the  name,  or  the  order  of  their 
executors  or  administrators  respectively,  any  former  law  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 


CHAP.  25. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Swart. 

Passed  the  Sth  of  March,  1783. 

Preamble.       Whereas  it  appears  that  Abraham  Swart  of  Montgomery  precinct  in 

Ulster  county  hath  purcha3ed  the  improvements  of  a  farm  in  the  said 

precinct  late  the  property  of  David  Golden,  but  was  uninformed  of  the 

time  within  which  a  certificate  of  the  character  of  the  assignor  should 

be  produced  to  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  without  which  he  can 

have  no  benefit  from  his  said  purchase  — 

Further  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre- 

toproduce  sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 

of'ctfiSnM^  ^^^  same^  That  a  farther  day  be  given  to  the  first  day  of  May  next  to  the 

terof  as-    said  Abraham  Swart  to  produce  to  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  for 

eignor.       ^^^  middle  district  a  certificate  of  the  character  of  the  assignor  or  tenant 
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from  whom  he  hath  purchased  the  said  improvements ;  and  that  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  said  commissioners  to  receive  such  certificate  on  or 
before  the  said  first  day  of  M^y  next,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing: Provided  always,  that  no  person  hath  legally  made  any  deposit 
with,  or  shall  have  obtained  a  legal  title  for  the  same  from  the  said  com- 
missioners before  the  passing  of  this  act. 


CHAP.  26. 

AN  ACT  to  enable  John  Cochran  Esq'  to  locate  two  thousand 
acres  of  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  within  this  State. 

Passed  the  8th  of  March,  1783. 

Whereas  the  said  John  Cochran  by  his  humble  petition  presented  to  Preamble, 
the  legislature  hath  prayed  permission  to  locate  two  thousand  acres  of 
waste  and  unappropriated  lands  within  this  State  and  that  the  legislature 
would  be  pleased  to  direct  a  grant  to  be  made  out  to  him  for  the  same, 
as  by  the  said  petition  more  fully  and  at  large  appears. 

And  whereas  it  appears  to  the  legislature  that  the  reasdns  assigned,  in 
the  said  petition,  to  induce  them  to  grant  the  prayer  thereof  are  cogent 
and  conclusive. 

Be   it  therefore  enacted  by   the  People  of    the  State  of  New  York  John  Cooh- 
represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  ^^^ 
of  the  same   That  the  said  John  Cochran  may  and  he  is  hereby  permit-  waste  and 
ted  to  locate  for  the  use  of  himself  his  heirs  and  assies  two  thousand  priated** 
acres  of  the  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  within  this  State,  with  the  lands, 
usual  allowance  for  highways:  Provided  that  such  location  shall  not  be 
made  on  lands  prohibited  to  be  located  by  any  former  law  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  this  State  and  that  the  said  two  thousand  acres  of  lands  shall  be 
located  and  laid  out  as  nearly  in  a  square  as  the  next  adjacent  appro- 
priated lands  will  admit  of:  And  provided  also  that  the  said  lands  shall 
be  settled  and  improved  by  at  least  four  families  within  three  years  after 
the  termination  of  the  present  war. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  whenever  Certificate 
such  location  shall  be  made  by  the  said  John  Cochran  as  aforesaid  a  J^JflJSS^* 
certificate  thereof  shall  be  made  and  subscribed  by  tbe  said  John  Coch-  with  sur- 
ran  and  filed  with  the  surveyor  general  of  this  State  for  the  time  being;  JenewJ. 
and  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  surveyor  general  that  the  said  two 
thousand  acres  of  land  are  located  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid  and 
described  with  sufficient  certainty,  then  and  in  such  case  he  shall  ap- 
prove of  the  said  location  and  cause  the  same  to  be  filed  in  the  secretary's 
office  of  this  State  and  also  shall  thereupon  cause  a  survey  of  the  land 
so  located  to  be  made  and  returned  at  the  expence  of  the  said  John 
Cochran;  whereupon  the  said  John  Cochran  shall  immediately  be  en- 
titled to  a  grant  of  the  same. 
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CHAP.  ae. 

AN  ACT  making  further  provision  for  persons  who  have  or  may 
become  disabled  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Passed  the  i8th  of  March,  1783. 

Preamble.  'Whereas  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled,  did  on  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  two, 
"  Resolve  that  all  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,  who  should  in  future  be  reported  by  the  inspector  general,  or 
the  inspector  of  a  separate  department,  and  approved  by  the  commander 
in  chief,  or  commanding  officer  of  a  separate  department,  as  unfit  for 
farther  duty  either  in  the  field  or  in  garrison,  and  who  should  apply  for  a 
discharge  in  preference  to  being  placed  or  continued  in  the  corps  of 
invalids,  should  be  entitled  to  receive  as  a  pension,  five  dollars  per 
month  in  lieu  of  all  pay  and  emoluments." 

And  whereas  it  was  in  and  by  the  said  resolution  recommended  to  the 
several  States  to  discharge  such  persons  annually,  and  to  draw  on  the 
superintendent  of  finance  for  the  money  they  should  so  advance.    In 
compliance  therefore  with  the  said  recommendation, 
state  treas-      Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented  in 
pe^loiuL^  Senate  and  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  treasurer  of  this  State 
to  pay  and  discharge  on  the  first  Monday  of  June  in  every  year  such 
pensions  as  may  become  due  to  any  soldier  discharged  in  pursuance  of 
the  said  resolution  from  the  regiments  of  artillery  or  infantry  of  this 
State,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  or  to  such  soldiers  as  were  or 
shall  be  drafted  from  the  said  regiments  to  serve  in  the  corps  of  sappers 
and  miners,  out  of  any  monies  which  may  be  in  his  hands,  and  directed  by 
•      law  to  be  paid  to  the  superintendent  of  finance  of  the  United  States; 
and  that  the  treasurer  shall  annually  charge  the  United  States  for  the 
amount  of  the  monies  so  paid,  transmitting  an  account  of  such  payments 
Treaaiirer   ^^  ^^  ^^^^  superintendent  of  finance. 

to  make         And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  treasurer 
oamL?       of  this  State  shall  make  an  entry  of  the  names  of  the  soldiers  who  shall 
in  pursuance  of  the  said  acts  of  congress  and  this  act  be  entitled  to 
receive  pensions,  and  the  dates  of  their  discharges  respecrively,  and 
shall  retain  the  said  discharges  in  his  hands,  giving  such  soldiers  a  cer- 
tificate thereof. 
AjDouot  to      And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and 
immedi-     may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  treasurer  forthwith  after  the  passing  of 
•^^y-         this  act,  out  of  the  monies  aforesaid  to  pay  to  such  soldiers  respectively 
the  sum  of  fifteen  doUa^rs  in  specie  on  account  of  the  said  pensions. 


CHAP.  3T. 

AN  ACT  for  naturalizing  the  persons  therein  named. 

Passed  the  20th  of  March,  1785. 

Preamble.  Whereas  Anthony  Smith  Johannnes  Coenradt  Muinchaus  Frederick 
Wilhelm  Haselt,  and  Lodewyck  Weyker,  by  their  petitions  to  the  legis- 
lature setting  forth  that  they  are  of  foreign  birth  hath  prayed  to  be  na- 
turalized, and  be-come  subjects  of  this  State. 
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Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  rep-  Pereons 
resented  in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  ^Sm^ 
the  same  That  the  said  Anthony  Smith  Johannes  Coenradt  Muinchaus  i*»^- 
Frederick  Wilhelm  Hazelt  and  Lodowyck  Weyker,  and  each  of  them 
shall  be  naturalized  and  deemed  subjects  of  this  State  to  all  intents  con- 
structions and  purposes  whatsoever,  and  be  entitled  to  all  and  every 
right,  priviledge  and  immunity  within  this  State  in  manner  as  persons 
are  entitled  to  who  are  born  within  the  same,  from  and  immediately 
after  having  respectively  taken  and  subscribed  in  any  court  of  record 
within  this  State,  the  following  oath  of  abjuration  and  allegiance  to  this  Oath  to  be 

State,  to  wit,  I do   solemnly  without  any  mental  reservation  JS^J'of*^ 

or  equivocation  whatsoever  swear  and  declare  and  call  God  to  witness  them, 
that  I  renounce  and  abjure  all  allegiance  and  subjection  to  all  and  every 
foreign  king  prince  potentate  and  State  in  all  matters  ecclesiastical  as 
well  as  civil,  and  that  I  will  bear  truth  faith  and  allegiance  to  the  State 
of  New  York  as  a  free  and  independent  State,  and  that  I  will  in  all 
things  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  ability  do  my  duty  as  a  good 
and  faithful  subject  of  the  said  State  ought  to  do,  so  help  me  God. 


CHAP^  38. 

AN  ACT  to  protect  the  persons  and  property  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of  Westchester  from  injury  and  abuse. 

Passed  the  20th  of  March,  1783. 

Whereas  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  Preamble, 
of  Westchester  have  exposed  them  to  be  plundered  of  their  property  and 
abused  in  their  persons  by  evil  minded  persons  from  different  parts  of 
this  State  and  the  neighboring  States;  to  prevent  such  abuses  in  future 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in  Actade- 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  t/ie  authority  of  the  same  beoffenses 
That  every  act  which  shall  hereafter  be  commited  against  the  persons  JP*°**  , 
or  properties  of  any  of  the  inhabitants  residing  in  the  county  of  West-  of  1;ffi°^  ^ 
Chester,  which  by  law  would  be  an  offence  against  the  people  of  this  ®^*®* 
State  in  case  such  person  or  persons  were  within  the  protection  of  this 
State,  and  did  reside  in  any  other  part  of  the  State,  such  acts  are  hereby 
declared  to  be  an  offence  against  the  people  of  this  State,  and  on  con- 
viction, the  offenders  shall  suffer  the  like  pains  and  penalties  as  if  the 
offence  had  been  committed  in  any  other  part  of  this  State. 

And  whereas  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  legislature  to  give  protec-  Act  not  to 
tion  to  the  disaffected  who  have  fled  to  the  enemy,  it  is  provided,  that  25?Si^e** 
this  act,  or  any  clause  therein  contained,  shall  not  extend  to  or  be  con-  wtection 
strued  to  give  protection  to  the  persons  or  property  of  any  person  or  named!^°* 
persons  residing  to  the  southwest  of  a  due  east  and  west  line  which  will 
pass,  over  the  bridge  across  Brunkes  river  commonly  called  Williams's 
bridge,  unless  such  person  or  persons  had  steadily  resided  there  before 
the  first  day  of  July  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy  six;  and  provided  also, 
that  this  act,  or  any  clause  therein  contained,  shall  not  extend  or  be  con- 
strued to  extend,  to  give  protection  to  any  person  or  persons  who  may  be 
found  lurking,  skulking  or  sojourning  in  the  said  county  who  had  before 
withdrawn  himself  or  themselves  within  the  enemies  lines  as  to  any  per- 
son or  persons  who  had  taken  up  arms  against  this  State,  or  the  United 
States  nor  shall  any  clause  in  this  act  be  construed  or  taken  to  operate 
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as,  or  imply  a  pardon  to  any  of  the  said  inhabitants  of  Westchester 
county  for  any  offence  or  crime  by  any  or  either  of  them  heretofore 
Act  not  to  done  or  committed  against  this  State.  Provided  always,  that  nothing 
titSpSof  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  parties  of  the  troops 
the  United  of  the  United  States  or  of  the  militia  of  this  State  under  the  command 
penaUiM  ^^  ^  commissioned  or  non-commissioned  officer  authorized  by  the  order 
foJ^*°'  of  his  excellency*  the  governor,  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  American 
army,  or  other  officer  commanding  a  detachment  of  troops,  or  to  subject 
such  officer  or  party  to  any  pains  or  penalties  for  taking  such  forage  for 
their  horses,  sustenance  for  themselves,  or  such  other  aids  as  the  neces- 
sities of  such  officer  and  party  may  absolutely  require  for  the  further- 
ance of  the  military  service  they  may  be  engaged  m. 


forage. 


Preamble. 


Time  be- 
tween 
periods 
deemed 
not  to  be 
ooroputed 
as  part  of 
time 

limited  for 
oommenc- 
ing  suits. 


CHAP.  39. 

AN  ACT  for  giving  relief  against  the  operation  of  the  statute  of 
the  twenty  first  of  James  the  first  commonly  called  the  statute 
of  limitations  and  of  an  act  of  this  State,  while  it  was  a  colony, 
"  An  act  for  giving  relief  on  promissory  notes. 

Passed  the  2xst  of  March,  1783. 

Whereas  the  disturbances  which  preceded  and  have  attended  the 
present  happy  revolution  have  greatly  interrupted  the  full  course  of 
justice;  and  it  would  be  altogether  unreasonable  that  during  this  period 
the  statute  made  in  the  twenty  first  year  of  the  reign  of  King  James 
the  first  entitled  **  An  act  for  limitation  of  actions  and  for  avoiding  of 
suits  in  law  **  or  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  State,  while  it  was  the 
colony  of  New  York,  entitled  "  An  act  for  giving  relief  on  promisory 
notes  "  should  operate  to  the  prejudice  of  creditors  or  suitors. 

Beit  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre- 
sented in  Senate  and  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same  That  no  part  of  the  time  from  the  fourteenth  day  of  October 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  five  to  this  day  of 
the  passing  of  the  act  shall  be  deemed  computed  pleaded  or  ad- 
judged as  part  of  the  respective  periods  limited  by  the  said  recited  stat- 
ute an  act  respectively  for  commencing  suing  or  prosecuting  any  of  the 
writs  actions  suits  or  plaints  in  and  by  the  said  statute  and  act  respect- 
ively specified  and  described;  the  said  statute  and  act  or  any  law  usage  or 
custom,  or  any  plea  of  the  said  statute  of  limitations  or  act  or  any  judg- 
ment in  favor  of  any  defendant  or  defendants,  which  are  hereby  respect- 
ively set  aside  and  vacated,  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  not- 
withstanding. 


CHAP.  40. 

AN  ACT  for  suspending  the   prosecutions  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  21st  of  March  1783. 

Preamble.       WHEREAS  many  zealous  friends  to  the  freedom  and  independence  of 
the  United  States  of  America  have  during  the  present  contest  with  Great 
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Britain  committed  and  done  acts  in  support  of  the  said  freedom  and 
independence,  which  were  not  conformable  to  the  strict  letter  of  the 
law. 

Arid  whereas  no  sufficient  discrimination  can  be  made,  before  the  res- 
toration of  public  tranquility,  between  wanton  acts  of  violence  and  acts 
which  proceeded  from  a  desire  to  promote  the  public  safety, 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  rep-  Suits,  etc., 
resented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  ^tJ£,^r52^ 
the  same  That  no  action  suit  or  prosecution  for  any  imprisonment  escape  cuted 
assault  battery  or  trespass,  done  or  committed  by  any  such  person  or  thwo'rter 
persons,  with  intent  to  further  the  common  cause  of  America  from  and  fJL^mr^ 
after  the  nineteenth  day  of  April  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy  five  and  before  the  first  day  of  January  last  shall  be 
commenced  sued  or  brought  or  prosecuted  by  bill  plaint  indictment  or 
information  by  any  persons  whomsoever  until  the  further  order  of  the 
legislature,  and  that  any  person  or  persons  against  whom  any  suit  or  ac-  Thto  act 
tion  shall  be  commenced  for  such  imprisonment  escape  assault  battery  SSdfn 
or  trespass  either  by  bill  plaint  indictment  or  information  shall  and  may  t>^  o' »«*^ 
plead  this  act  in  bar  and  discharge  of  such  suit  action  or  prosecution 
and  that  in  cases  where  any  such  suit  action  or  prosecution  has  already 
been  commenced  and  not  determined  the  defendant  or  defendants  may 
give  in  evidence  this  act  on  the  trial  upon  any  issue  already  joined  or  to 
be  joined.     Provided  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  affect  any  ac-  S^J^JSilii 
tion  suit  or  prosecution  in  which  judgment  has  been  rendered  and  exe-  which 
cution  awarded  and  levied.  {!m^d^ 

rendered. 


CHAP.  41* 

AN  ACT  for  staying  execution  in  suits  against  public  oflScers  on 
contracts  and  acts  by  them  made  and  done  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States  and  this  State. 

Passed  the  21st  of  March,  1783. 

Whereas  the  low  state  of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  and  of  preamble, 
the  treasury  of  this  State,  occasioned  by  the  great  expences  of  the  war, 
have  in  many  instances  compelled  the  officer  of  the  civil  departments  of 
the  army  of  the  United  States  and  officer  of  the  State  of  the  military 
departments  thereof  and  other  officers  appointed  to  special  departments 
of  service  for  the  United  States  and  this  State  by  authority  of  congress 
or  of  the  legislature  of  this  State  to  engage  themselves  by  contracts 
promises  and  other  engagements  by  specialty  or  otherwise  on  credit 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States  and  this  State  respectively  on  which 
contracts,  suits  have  been  brought  and  others  may  be  brought.  And 
whereas  divers  of  such  officers  as  aforesaid  authorized  as  aforesaid  may 
have  done  certain  acts  for  the  promotion  of  the  public  service  in  the 
departments  in  which  they  were  respectively  employed  from  unavoidable  . 
necessity  and  by  order  of  the  commanding  officer  or  officers  of  some 
principal  military  post  or  department  or  of  some  officer  of  this  State 
under  whose  direction  they  were  placed  by  a  law  or  laws  of  this  State 
for  which  suits  have  been  or  may  be  brought  by  persons  conceiving 
themselves  to  have  been  injured  by  such  acts. 

And  whereas  it  appears  expedient  that  in  all  such  cases  as  aforesaid 
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the  legislature  should  interpose  as  far  as  may  be  to  prevent  the  ruin  of 
such  officers  as  aforesaid  without  putting  an  absolute  bar  to  the  course  of 
justice  in  the  aforesaid  cases. 
Plaintiff         Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre- 
S^'to^    sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  ?ureby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
Judgment   ^^  sanUy  That  in  all  and  every  action  and  actions  suit  and  suits  already 
andif         commenced  or  hereafter  to  be  commenced  for  any  or  either  of  the  causes 
upo^any*^  aforesaid  against  any  such  officer  or  officers  as  aforesaid,  the  plaintif  or 
namST*     plaintifs  therein  respectively  may  proceed  to  ascertain  his  her  or  their 
judflreto     respective  demands  by  trial  and  judgment  in  the  due  and  ordinary 
Smeand*  course  of  law  or  by  decree  in  equity;  and  if  it  shall  appear  in  evidence 
certifloate  on  the  trial  or  hearing  in  any  such  suit  or  action,  that  the  cause  of  action 
execution,  or  suit  arose  upon  any  such  contract  engagement  or  specialty  as  afore- 
said or  act  done  by  any  such  officer  or  officers  as  aforesaid  for  any  such 
use  or  in  virtue  of  any  such  authority  as  aforesaid  the  court  in  which 
such  trial  or  hearing  shall  have  been  had  or  any  judge  thereof  shall  cer- 
tify 4he  same  on  the  record  or  decree  in  such  action  or  suit;  which  cer- 
tificates shall  stay  executions  on  the  judgment  or  decree  in  any  such 
action  or  suit  until  the  first  day  of  March  next. 


CHAP.  42* 

AN  ACT  for  carrying  into  effect  an  act  of  congress  of  the  seven- 
teenth day  of  February,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty  three. 

Passed  the  21st  of  March,  1783. 

PTMmbie  Whereas  congress  did  by  their  act  the  seventeenth  day  of  Febru- 
reaoiiSSon  ary  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  three  resolve  in  the  words 
StmS""  following  to  wit,  whereas  by  the  eighth  article  of  the  Confederation  and 
perpetual  union  it  is  agreed  and  declared  that  all  charges  of  war,  and 
all  other  expences  for  the  common  defence  or  general  welfare  allowed 
by  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  a 
common  treasury  jwhich  shall  be  supplied  by  the  several  States  in  pro- 
portion to  the  value  of  all  land  within  each  State  granted  to,  or  sur- 
veyed for  any  person,  as  such  land  and  the  buildings  and  improvements 
thereon  shall  be  estimated  according  to  such  mode  as  the  United  States 
in  congress  assembled  shall  from  time  to  time  direct  and  appoint.  Re- 
solved that  the  legislature  of  each  State  be  and  they  are  hereby  required 
to  take  such  measures  as  shall  appear  to  them  most  effectual  for  obtain- 
ing a  just  and  accurate  account  of  the  quantity  of  land  in  such  State 
granted  to  or  surveyed  for  any  person,  the  number  of  buildings  thereon, 
distinguishing  dwelling  houses  from  other  buildings,  and  the  number  of 
its  inhabitants,  distinguishing  white  from  black  —  That  the  legislature  of 
each  State  be  and  they  are  hereby  also  required  to  cause  the  said 
account  to  be  transmitted  and  delivered  to  congress  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  four,  and  that 
congress  will  on  the  second  day  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty  four;  or  at  their  next  sitting  thereafter  appoint  a  grand 
committee  consisting  of  a  member  present  from  each  State,  to  take  into 
their  consideration  the  said  returns,  any  nine  of  whom  concurring  shall 
make  a  just  and  true  estimate  of  the  value  of  all  the  lands  in  each  of 
the  United  States  granted  to  or  surveyed  for  any  person,  and  of  the 
buildings  and  improvements  thereon,  and  shall  report  such  estimate  to 
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congress  to  be  subject  only  to  their  approbation  or  rejection.  That  the 
said  estimate  when  approved  by  congress  shall  be  a  rule  for  adjusting 
all  accounts  between  the  United  States  and  the  individual  States,  that 
is,  each  State  shall  be  debited  for  its  just  quota  or  proportion  on  the 
principal  aforesaid,  of  the  money  theretofore  advanced  or  paid,  and  of 
the  amount  in  value  of  the  supplies  furnished  by  all  the  States  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  and  credited  for  the  money  advanced,  and  the 
amount  in  value  of  the  supplies  furnished,  by  such  State,  for  the  service  of 
the  United  States.  That  the  said  estimate  shall  operate  for  a  term  not  ex- 
ceeding five  years  as  a  rule  for  apportioning  on  the  several  States  the 
sums  which  congress  shall  from  time  to  time  deem  necessary  and  require 
to  be  raised  for  supporting  the  public  credit  and  contingent  expences; 
and  that  the  money  which  shall  be  paid  from  time  to  time  by  any  State 
into  the  Continental  treasury  on  account  of  such  quota  or  apportion- 
ment, shall  be  duly  passed  to  the  credit  of  such  State  on  the  said 
account." 

And  whereas  it  is  necessary  that  the  legislature  of  this  State  should 
be  seasonably  furnished  with  proper  returns  and  documents  to  enable 
them  to  comply  with  the  above  recited  resolution. 

I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre-  Surveyor- 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  ^/SoBS?*^ 
the  samcy  That  the  surveyor  general  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  inform- 
required  by  such  ways  and  means  as  he  shall  devise  for  the  purpose,  to  ^h^ato 
collect  all  such  returns  and  information  which  may  be  necessary  to  en-  ^"Jjjjjj^ 
able  the  legislature  fully  to  comply  with  and  carry  into  execution  the  comply 
said  act  of  congress  and  to  levy  the  same  before  the  legislature  as  soon  S oon^* 
as  may  be,  before  the  first  day  of  February  next,  for  their  consideration.  fiTeae. 

II.  And  be  it  further  encuted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  Mayre- 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  surveyor  general  to  require  the  several  §J!jiSJJ5^ 
supervisors  and  assessors  throughout  this  State,  to  transmit  to  him  such  *nd  asses 
returns  and  documents  as  he  shall  from  time  to  time  order  and  direct;  treusmit 
and  also,  to  have  access  to  any  of  the  records  or  public  documents  of  JJ^f^kSsu- 
this  State  without  fee  or  reward,  and  to  take  such  copies  or  extracts  meats, 
therefrom,  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  him  to  perform  the  duties  ^^' 
prescribed  in  and  by  this  act;  and  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the 

said  supervisors  and  assessors  to  carry  into  execution  such  directions 
as  they  may  from  time  to  time  receive  from  the  said  surveyor  general 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  the  legislature  will  hereafter  make 
provision  for  the  payment  of  the  several  persons  who  may  be  employed 
by  the  said  surveyor  general,  in  executing  such  orders  and  directions  as 
aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the   said  Sikff Jj 
supervisors  and  assessors  shall  be  allowed  the  sum  of  five  shillings  per  supervis- 
day  for  every  day  in  which  they  shall  be  respectively  employed  in  per-  ^^S^Sora. 
forming  the  duties  prescribed  by  this  act,  to  be  raised  and  paid  as  the 
other  contingent  charges  of  the  county  respectively  are  paid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  treas-  Sum  to  be 
urer  of  this  State  shall  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  pay  unto  the  sur-  5Syor-gen- 
veyor  general  a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  fifty  pounds  out  of  any  erai. 
monies  in  the  treasury,  or  which  may  come  into  the  same,  except  out 
of  any  monies  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  or  to  the 
use  of  the  troops  of  this  State  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
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CHAP.  43. 

AN  ACT  more  effectually  to  prevent  the  purchasing  or  receiving 
articles  of  public  property  from  the  soldiers. 

Passed  the  21st  of  March,  1783. 

Penalty  ^^  ^^  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 

'orpuiv      Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 
reoeiviiiK    That  if  any  person  or  persons  whosoever  within  this  State  shall  directly 
Son? 'non'  ^^  indirectly  purchase  or  shall  take  or  receive  for  his  her  or  their  own 
commte-     use  or  for  the  use  of  any  other  person  or  persons,  from  any  noncommis- 
offloers       sioned  officer  or  private  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  of  America 
vau£^"     any  arms,  accoutrements  clothing  or  other  munition  of  war,  the  person 
or  persons  so  purchasing  taking  or  receiving,  shall  forfeit  treble  the 
value  of  the  same  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  with  costs  of  suit  before 
any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  where  the  offence  shall  arise  by 
any  person  who  will  sue  for  the  same,  the  one  moiety  thereof  to  the 
prosecutor  and  the  other  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  district  where 
the  conviction  shall  happen;  and  be  subject  to  indictment  for  an  of- 
fence against  the  people  of  this  State. 


CHAP.  44. 

AN  ACT  to  limit  the  operation  of  the  acts  to  prevent  illicit  trade 

with  the  enemy. 

Passed  the  31st  of  March,  1785. 

Acts  to  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in 

ElhTit"*  Senate  and  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 
trade  with  That  whenever  the  person  administering  the  government  of  this  State 
be  DuTi  on  shall  by  proclamation  declare  that  a  treaty  of  peace  has  been  concluded 
gJJJJp*'  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
prooiama-  that  then  and  in  such  case  the  said  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  prevent 
oiJJing"  illicit  trade  with  the  enemy,"  passed  the  twenty  second  day  of  July  one 
peaoe  with  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  two,  and  all  other  acts  of  this  State 
Britain,      relative  to  illicit  trade  with  the  enemy  shall  cease  and  become  void  as 

fully  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if  the  same  had  been  repealed  by 

express  act  of  the  legislature. 


CHAP.  45. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Pierson. 

Passed  the  21st  of  March,  1783. 

Preamble.  WHEREAS  Joseph  Pierson  by  his  humble  petition  represents  to  the 
legislature,  that  on  the  fourth  day  of  July  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty  one  he  paid  into  the  hands  of  John  H.  Sleght  one  of  the 
commissioners  appointed  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  pro- 
cure a  sum  in  specie  for  the  purpose  of  redeeming  one-sixth  part  of  the 
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bills  emitted  on  the  credit  of  this  State  pursuant  to  the  act  of  congress 
of  the  eighteenth  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty, 
for  discharging  the  interest  of  such  bills  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned "  the  sum  of  seventy  eight  pounds  two  shillings  and  four 
pence  as  part  of  the  consideration  money  for  obtaining  a  conveyance 
from  the  said  commissioners  of  a  certain  house  and  farm  formerly  be- 
longing to  Abel  Fluwelling  and  forfeited  to  the  people  of  this  State; 
and  on  the  twenty  eighth  day  of  November  following  the  further  sum 
of  one  hundred  and  nine  pounds  seven  shillings.  That  the  said  two 
sums  were  then  supposed  to  be  the  full  value  of  the  said  house  and 
farm.  That  when  the  survey  of  the  said  farm  was  made  in  the  month 
of  January  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  two  it  was  found  to 
contain  one  hundred  and  six  acres  and  half  acre  of  land  appraised  at  two 
pounds  two  shillings  per  acre.  That  therefore  the  payment  of  the  consid- 
eration money  not  being  compleated,  the  petitioner  on  the  second  day  of 
February  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  two  paid  the  sum  of 
twenty  four  pounds  twelve  shillings  being  the  residue  of  the  purchase 
money  to  the  said  commissioners  and  obtained  a  deed  from  the  aforesaid 
John  H.  Sleght  and  Jonathan  Lawrence  Esquires  for  the  premises.  That 
the  petitioner  is  now  informed  that  as  the  said  last  mentioned  payment  was 
not  made  within  the  time  prescribed  by  law  and  that  the  petitioners  title  to 
the  said  premises  is  for  that  reason  defective  and  that  as  the  delay  of  mak- 
ing the  said  payment  did  not  happen  by  means  of  any  neglect  or  fault 
of  the  petitioner,  but  was  occasioned  by  mistaken  information  given  to 
him  by  one  of  the  said  commissioners  and  on  that  ground  he  prays  for 
the  interposition  of  the  legislature. 

Be  it  therefore  etiacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre-  CJonvey- 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  dared 
of  the  same.  That  the  conveyance  made  by  the  said  commissioners  to  ^^^^ 
the  said  Joseph  Pierson  for  the  said  house  and  farm  shall  be  as  good, 
valid  and  effectual  in  the  law  to  all  intents  constructions  and  purposes 
as  the  same  would  have  been  had  the  whole  purchase  money  been  paid 
within  the  time  limitted  by  law. 


CHAP.  46. 

AN  ACT  to  continue  the  powers  of  the  commissioners  appointed 
by  an  act  entitled  *'  An  act  to  stay  certain  prosecutions  and  for 
the  remission  of  certain  fines  in  the  county  of  Tryon." 

Passed  the  24th  of  March,  1783. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in  Powers  of 
Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  ggJ^JJ^*' 
That  the  powers  and  authority  which  the  commissioners  in  the  said  act  coDtinued. 
named  axe  authorized  and  empowered  to  exercise  shall  be  and  the  same 
are  hereby  continued  until  the  first  day  of  March  next. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  com-  Copy  of 
missioners  shall  transmit  a  copy  of  such  schedule  as  they  were  directed  tSfettins- 
to  make  in  and  by  the  said  act,  to  the  auditor  of  this  State,  instead  of  miued  to 
transmitting  the  same  to  the  agent,  and  the  auditor  shall  thereupon  sign  StS*^^' 
such  certificates  as  the  said  agent  was  directed  to  sign,  and  transmit  the 
same  to  the  commissioner  aforesaid. 


564  LAWS  OF  NEW  YORK.  [Chap.  47. 


CHAP.  47. 

AN  ACT  for  abolishing  the  offices  of  State  agent  and  commis- 
sioners of  prisoners. 

Passed  the  24th  of  March,  1783. 

Preamble.       WHEREAS  the  present  mode  of  furnishing  the  army  of  the  United 

States  by  contracts  renders  the  office  of  State  agent  unnecessary. 

Office  of         Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre- 

abollf^^^  j^«/^</  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 

the  same,  That  the  said  office  of  State  agent  shall  be  and  it  is  hereby 

declared  to  be  abolished;  and  that  the  salary  granted  to  the  said  agent 

shall  cease  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Agent  to        And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  Udny  Hay 

o^tB^    Esquire  the  said  agent  shall  state  his  accounts  and  exhibit  the  same  to 

auditor,      the  auditor  within  six  months  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  to  the  intent 

that  the  same  be  finally  adjudged  and  auditted. 
Proviso  as      And  whereas  in  and  by  an  act  entitled  An  act  relative  to  the  office  of 
\^m°fdth  State  agent  it  is  recited  that  whereas  the  agent  of  this  State  entered  into 
Daniel  Par-  a  contract  in  behalf  of  this  State  with  Daniel  Parker  of  the  State  of 
submtosion  Massachusetts  and  a  controversy  had  arisen  between  the  said  agent  and 
art>itration  ^^^  ^^^^  Daniel  Parker  relative  to  the  said  contract  it  was  in  and  by  the 
said  act  declared  that  it  should  and  might  be  lawful  for  the  said  agent 
to  settle  the  said  controversy  either  by  composition  reference  or  arbitra- 
tion as  he  should  deem  most  advantageous  for  the  State. 

And  whereas  the  said  Udny  Hay  after  the  passing  of  the  said  act  sub- 
mitted the  said  controversy  to  reference,  and  the  referrees  upon  such 
submission  awarded  that  the  said  Udny  Hay  should  pay  to  the  said 
Daniel  Parker  one  thousand  pounds  together  with  the  expenses  attend- 
ing the  said  reference. 
Udny  Hay      Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  same  authority ,  that  it  shall  and 
ker^ne**^  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  Udny  Hay  to  pay  to  the  said  Daniel 
thousand    Parker  the  said  one  thousand  pounds,  and  to  pay  and  discharge  the 
and'aiso     cxpences  which  may  have  accrued  in  the  said  reference,  out  of  any 
•xpensef    monies  which  may  have  come  to  his  hands  as  agent,  and  the  auditor  is 
^^^    '    hereby  directed  to  credit  the  same  in  the  accounts  of  the  said  Udny 

Hay. 
Voucbere,       And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the   said 
deiiVerod^  Udny  Hay  shall  and  is  hereby  directed  upon  the  settlement  of  his 
to  auditor,  accounts  with  the  said  auditor  to  deliver  to  the  said  auditor  all  such 
papers  and  vouchers  as  may  be  in  his  possession  relating  to  provisions  or 
any  species  of  supplies  whatever  by  which  vouchers  have  been  procured 
by  him  or  which  were  furnished  by  this  State  under  the  direction  of  the 
said  Udny  Hay,  and  delivered  by  him,  for  the  use  of  the  Continental 
army. 
Act  named      And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  act  entitled 
repealed.    ^^  ^^^  £^j.  ^^  appointment  of  a  commissary  of  prisoners  for  this  State 
passed  the  twenty  second  day  of  October  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy  nine  be  and  is  hereby  repealed. 
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CHAP.  48. 

AN  ACT  for  Indian  aflfairs. 

Passed  the  25th  of  March,  1783. 

Whbreas  it  is  necessary  that  commissioners  should  be  appointed  to  Pieambie. 
manage  Indian  affairs  within  this  State. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorky  repre-  Oommis- 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  fndia"  al- 
the  same  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  person  administering  the  govern-  fairs  to^ 
ment  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con-  *^^ 
sent  of  the  council  of  appointment  to  appoint  three  commissioners  for 
Indian  affairs  within  this  State  with  power  and  authority  to  superintend 
the  conduct  and  affairs  of  the  Indians  and  to  perform  such  acts  and 
things  respecting  them  as  from  time  to  time  shall  be  ordered  and  directed 
by  the  legislature. 

And  whereas  the  Oneida  and  Tuscarora  tribes  inhabiting  within  this  PtotIbo  as 
State  have   been  distinguished  for  their  attachment  to  the  cause  of  Jj'^jJ*^ 
America,  and  have  thereby  entitled  themselves  to  protection  and  the  named, 
said  tribe,  by  their  humble  petition,  having  prayed  that  their  lands  may 
be  secured  to  them  by  the  authority  of  the  legislature;  and  it  being  just 
that  such  a  settlement  should  be  made  of  the  territorial  claims  of  the 
said  tribes  as  will  give  them  reasonable  satisfaction  and  secure  their 
future  tranquillity. 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.   That   it  gfgjjs  <>' 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  commissioners  and  they  named  to 
are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  examine  into  and  ascertain  the  SSSS^Jid 
claims  of  the  said  Oneida  and  Tuscarora  tribes  and  to  devise  such  ^^™®"  ^ 
measures  and  make  and  enter  into  such  propositions  and  agreements  to  secure 
secure  their  contentment  and  tranquillity  as  to  the  said  commissioners  qu^il^J*^" 
shall  appear  just  and  proper:     Provided  always  that  no  proposition  or  made, 
agreement  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  shall  be  deemed  to  be  conclusive  to^raSScS- 
until  the  same  shall  be  reported  to  and  ratified  by  the  legislature.  SStoiiSuie. 


CHAP*  49. 

AN  ACT  for  raising  money  by  tax. 

Passed  the  25th  of  March,  1783. 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in  Tax  levied. 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  samcy 
That  there  shall  be  raised  by  tax  within  this  States  and  paid  into  the 
treasury  of   this  State  the  sum  of  forty  two  thousand  one  hundred 
pounds  in  specie,  that  the  quota  of  the  county  of  Albany  of  the  said  County 
sum  shall  be  eighteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  four  pounds,  ^^^'^^^ 
the  quota  of  the  county  of  Dutchess  eleven  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  thirteen  pounds,  the  quota  of  the  county  of  Ulster  six  thousand 
three  hundred  and  eighty  nine  pounds,  the  quota  of  the  county  of 
Orange  four  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty  five  pounds,  the  quota 
of  the  county  of  Westchester  seven  hundred  and  sixty  nine  pounds,  and 
the  quota  of  the  county  of  Charlotte  one  hundred  pounds.     That  the  JJJ^^^ 
quotas  hereby  assigned  to  the  said  several  counties  shall  by  the  supervisors  by  supei^ 
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^^loora        of  the  respective  counties  be  apportioned  to  and  amongst  the  respective 
towSfetc.  cities  towns  manors  districts  and  precincts  within  such  counties  respec- 
tively, according  to  what  may  be  deemed  their  respective  circumstances 
Secretary    and  abilities  at  the  time  of  making  such  apportionment.  That  the  secretary 
caul?act°  o^  t^is  State  or  his  deputy  shall  without  any  delay  after  the  passing  of  this 
^i**ted       ^^^  cause  a  competent  number  of  copies  thereof  to  be  printed,  and 
and  copies  shall  cause  as  many  copies  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  supervisors  of 
raft^  to    ^^^^  county,  to  be  transmitted  by  special  messengers,  and  at  the  expence 
^e  super-  of  this  State,  to  the  respective  clerks  of  the  supervisors,  and  such  clerks 
clerE,etc.  shall  give  duplicate  receipts  for  the  same,  each  specifying  the  day  of  such 
delivery,  one  whereof  shall  by  the  said  secretary  or  his  deputy  be  lodged 
Meeting  of  with  the  treasurer  of  this  State;  and  every  such  clerk  shall  within  five 
supervis^    ^^Y^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  *^^  receipt  of  such  copies,  by  circular  letters  to  be  con- 
o*«  to  be     veyed  by  special  messengers,  call  a  meeting  of  the  supervisors  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid,  and  such  clerk  within  three  days  next  after  such  ap- 
portionment shall  be  made,  shall  by  special  messengers  cause  the  several 
supervisors  who  shall  not  be  present  at  such  meeting  to  be  served  with 
a  notice  in  writing  of  the  sums  at  which  the  quotas  of  their  respective 
cities  towns  manors  districts  or  precincts  shall  have  been  so  apportioned 
In  case  of  That  in  case  of  the  death  or  absence  of  the  supervisor,  such  notice 
absence'^of  ^^^^^  ^^  served  on  any  of  the  assessors,  and  the  supervisor  or  assessors 
supervis-    on  receiving  such  notice  shall  give  duplicate  receipts  therefor,  specify- 
to*be*'*°*  ing  the  day  on  which  such  notice  was  delivered,  and  the  expence  of 
serred  on    such  messengers  shall  he  charged  in  the  county  charges  to  the  cities 
towns  manors  districts  or  precincts  whose  supervisor  did  not  attend  at 
Assessors   the  meeting  aforesaid.     That  the  several  supervisors  after  such  appor- 
™ed?^"    tionment  shall  be  made,  or  in  case  such  notice  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
served  on  an  assessor,  such  assessor,  shall  within  five  days  next  after  the 
day  on  which  such  notice  was  received,  convene  the  assessors,  in  order 
that  they  may  proceed  to  make  the  assessment  of  the  city  town  manor 
-A^s*^-       district  or  precinct.     That  the  assessors  shall  thereupon  immediately 
to  be  proceed  to  make  assessments  on  the  several  inhabitants  residents  and 

made.        persons  holding  or  possessing  real  or  personal  estate  within  the  city 
town  manor  district  or  precinct,  according  to  the  estate  and  other  cir- 
cumstances and  abilities  to  pay  taxes,  of  each  respective  person  collec- 
tively considered;  distinguishing  in  such  assessment  roll  between  the  real 
and  personal  estate  of  such  persons  respectively,  specifying  the  resi- 
dence in  the  city  town  manor  district  or  precinct,  and  the  residence  in 
the  county,  and  not  within  the  city  town  manor  district  or  precinct,  and 
Notice  of    also  such  as  are  not  residents  of  either.     That  after  the  assessors  shall 
review  as-  have  made  out  the  assessment  roll,  they  shall  thereupon  cause  notifica- 
sossment.   tions  thereof  in  writing  to  be  fixed  in  at  least  four  public  places  in  the 
city  town  manor  district  or  precinct,  and  shall  in  said  notifications 
assign  a  time  and  place  when  and  w^here  they  shall  meet,  and  that  such 
time  shall  not  be  less  than  six  nor  more  than  ten  days  from  the  last  day 
of  their  last  meeting,  and  that  all  pei-sons  who  will  attend  may  inspect 
After  bav-  the  assessment  roll.     That  upon  hearing  the  proofs  or  allegations  of 
etc.rroH8**  any  person  or  persons  who  are  assessed  at  an  higher  or  lower  rate  than 
p?eted.°™'  ^^^y  respectively  ought  to  be,  the  assessors  shall  add  to  or  deduct  from 
the  respective  assessments  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  deem  reasonable, 
and  make  the  necessary  alterations  in  such  assessment  roll  accordingly. 
may'iSf     That  the  assessors  shall  be  authorized  to  adjourn  the  said  meeting  to 
adjourned,  such  and  so  many  different  places  as  they  shall  deem  most  convenient, 
and  such  meeting  may  be  continued  from  day  to  day  (Sundays  excepted) 
until  it  shall  appear  to  the  assessors  that  there  hath  been  reasonable 
time  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  town  manor  district  or  precinct  to 
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have  appeared  before  them  and  have  had  respectively  an  hearing,  so  as 
in  the  whole  such  time  shall  not  exceed  six  days.     That  as  soon  as  the  Boils  when 
assessors  shall  have  completed  the  assessment  roll,  the  same  subscribed  to  be  de^ 
by  them  shall  be  delivered  to  the  supervisor  or  supervisors  of  the  city  iivered  to 
town  manor  district  or  precinct  or  in  case  of  his  or  their  death  or  ab-  oib!*'^ 
sence  to  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  whom'  the  assessors  shall 
notify  for  the  purpose,  and  the  supervisor  or  justice  receiving  the  same 
shall  give  duplicate  receipts  therefor,  specifying  the  day  on  which  the 
same  was  delivered,  one  of  which  receipts  shall  be  without  delay  trans- 
mitted by  the  assessors  to  the  county  treasurer;  that  such  supervisor  Tax  lut  to 
or  justice  shall  immediately  on  receipt  of  such  assessment  roll  proceed      ™*d®« 
to  make  out  two  separate  sets  of  tax  lists,  one  set  for  the  tax  first  to  be 
collected  as  herein  after  directed,  and  the  other  set  for  the  second  tax 
to  be  collected  as  herein  after  directed.     That  the  assessment  roll  and  SiMQent** 
tax  list  shall  respectively  be  of  the  form  and  upon  the  plan  contained  rou  and 
in  the  schedule  hereunto  annexed.     That  the  amount  of  the  monies  to  Amount 
be  inserted  in  each  set  of  the  tax  list  as  and  for  the  tax  to  be  paid  by  ^J^^j*}" 
each  respective  person  shall  bear  such  proportion  to  the  amount  of  the  tax  list, 
sum  at  which  such  person  shall  be  assessed,  as  half  the  sum  to  be 
raised  within  the  city  town  manor  district  or  precinct  doth  bear  to  the 
whole  amount  of  the  assessment  thereof.     That  the  supervisor  or  super-  ^f^^^^ 
visors  or  such  justice  shall  within  five  days  thereafter  complete  and  sign  ^hector, 
a  tax  list,  and  deliver  to  the  collector  or  collectors  such  parts  of  the  «^* 
said  lists  signed  by  such  supervisor  or  supervisors,  or  justice,  as  con- 
tains the  tax  which  such  collector  or  collectors  respectively  are  authorized 
to  collect  of  both  the  taxes  to  be  collected  by  this  act,  taking  duplicate 
receipts  therefor,  specifying  the  day  on  which  the  same  was  delivered; 
one  whereof  shall  be  without  delay  transmitted  by  such  supervisor  or 
justice  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county;  and  every  such  collector  shall 
without  delay  proceed  to  levy  and  collect  the  tax  in  manner  herein  after 
mentioned,  so  as  that  the-  tax  payable  by  residents  in  the  city  town 
manor  districr  or  precinct  on  one  of  the  lists,  be  paid  into  the  treasury 
of  the  county  on  or  before  the  expiration  of  eight  weeks,  to  be  com- 
puted from  the  day  on  which  such  collector  shall  have  received  the  tax 
lists  from  the  supervisor  or  justice,  and  so  as  that  the  tax  payable  by 
residents  within  the  county,  not  residing  in  the  city  town  manor  district 
or  precinct,  be  paid  into  the  said  treasury  on  or  before  the  expiration 
of  nine  weeks  from  the  receipt  of  such  lists  as  aforesaid,  and  so  as  that 
the  tax  payable  by  persons  not  residing  within  the  county,  be  paid  into 
the  said  treasury  on  or  before  the  expiration  of  twelve  weeks  from  the 
receipt  of  such  lists  as  aforesaid. 

II.  A /id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  such  col-  JI^'^oJP 
lectors  shall  in  manner  aforesaid,  begin  to  collect  the  second  tax  directed  leoted. 
to  be  collected  by  virtue  of  this  act  on  the  first  day  of  October  next, 

and  pay  the  tax  so  to  be  collected  from  residents  in  the  case  first  above 
mentioned,  into  the  treasury  of  the  county  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
December  next,  and  from  residents  in  the  second  case  above  mentioned, 
on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  December  next,  and  from  non-resi- 
dents in  the  county,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  gold  and  JJ*£J^ 
silver,  notes  issued  by  the  dirctors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  for  ceived  in 
gold  or  silver,  at  the  value  expressed  on  the  same  respectively,  and  no  paym««it. 
other  species  of  money  or  notes  shall  be  received  in  payment  for  the  p^^^. 
said  tax.  That  if  any  of  the  persons  so  taxed  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  in^  to 
pay  the  tax  imposed  on  them,  the  collector  shall  levy  the  same  by  dis-  J°||^'^on 
tress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chatties  of  the  person  so  refusing  or  of  tax. 
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neglecting;  that  where  distress  and  sale  shall  be  made  m  either  of  the 
cases  above  mentioned,  the  overplus  after  deducting  the  charges  of 
such  distress  and  sale,  shall  be  returned  to  the  person  by  reason  of 
the  neglect  or  refusal  of  whom  such  distress  and  sale  shall  have  been 
made.  That  for  want  of  goods  and  chatties  whereon  to  levy  the  tax 
the  collector  shall  be  and  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  com- 
mence a  suit  in  his  own  name,  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the 
county,  and  the  justice  or  jury  shall  give  a  verdict  and  judgment  for  the 
amount  of  the  sum  at  which  the  defendant  shall  be  so  taxed,  with  costs, 
upon  the  tax  lists  being  duly  proved  to  have  been  signed  by  the  super- 
visor or  supervisors  or  justice,  which  is  hereby  declared  to  be  conclusive 
evidence  to  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  recover:  And  the  authority  and 
jurisdiction  of  such  justices  is  hereby  extended  to  all  such  actions  not- 
withstanding the  sum  to  be  sued  for  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  ten  pounds. 
And  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  justice  giving  judgment 
as  aforesaid,  and  he  is  hereby  strictly  enjoined  and  required,  to  award 
execution  forthwith  after  such  judgment,  any  former  law  to  the  contrary 
in  any  wise  notwithstanding,  directing  the  officer  to  make  return  of  such 
executions  within  ten  days  from  the  date  of  the  said  execution,  and 
to  pay  the  amount  of  the  tax  to  be  paid  by  the  person  against  whom 
such  execution  shall  have  been  awarded  to  the  collector  who  sued  for 
the  same,  within  fifteen  days  from  the  date  of  such  execution,  or  if  the 
person  is  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  sherif,  or  cannot  be  found, 
to  give  such  collector  a  certificate  thereof.  That  the  collectors  shall 
be  allowed  and  are  hereby  authorized  to  retain  in  their  hands  out  of 
the  taxes  by  them  collected  six  pence  in  the  pound  for  their  services  in 
the  execution  of  this  act.  That  the  county  treasurers  shall  pay  the 
monies  they  shall  respectively  from  time  to  time  receive  from  the  col- 
lectors in  to  the  treasury  of  this  State,  within  twenty  days  next  after 
the  days  and  times  in  which  the  collectors  by  this  act  are  directed  and 
required  to  pay  the  same  into  the  county  treasury.  That  the  several 
county  treasurers  shall  be  allowed  and  are  hereby  authorized  to  retain 
in  their  hands  out  of  the  monies  they  shall  respectively  receive  from 
the  collectors,  a  commission  of  eight  shillings  for  every  hundred  pounds, 
for  their  services  in  receiving  the  said  monies,  and  paying  the  same 
into  the  treasury  of  this  State. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the 
supervisor  or  justice  shall  or  may  call  special  town  meetings  for  election, 
in  case  of  the  death  refusal  to  serve,  or  removal  of  any  assessor  or  col- 
lector; shall  cause  an  assessment  roll  and  tax  list  to  be  fairly  made  out, 
sign  the  tax  list,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  delivered  to  the  collector  or  col- 
lectors and  a  copy  thereof  to  be  filed  with  the  treasurer  of  the  county;  and 
the  said  treasurer  shall  cause  the  collectors  to  appear  before  him  from 
time  to  time,  and  at  such  times  and  at  such  places  within  the  county  as 
he  shall  appoint,  to  render  an  account  of  the  monies  they  shall  have 
respectively  collected,  and  of  the  taxes  which  shall  be  then  remaining 
unpaid;  and  to  direct  the  collectors  to  pay  the  monies  which  they  shall 
severally  have  in  hand  into  the  county  treasury. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any 
collector  within  this  State  shall  not  pay  the  several  taxes  which  by  vir- 
tue of  this  act  he  is  directed  to  pay  into  the  county  treasury,  on  the 
days  and  times  herein  before  specified  that  then  and  in  every  such  case 
the  treasurer  of  the  county,  shall,  and  he  is  hereby  strictly  enjoined 
and  required,  to  issue  a  warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal,  directed  to 
the  sherif  of  the  county,  commanding  him  to  levy  by  distress  and  im- 
mediate sale  of  the  lands  and  tenements  goods  and  chatties  of  such 
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delinquent  collector,  such  deficiency,  which  deficiency  and  the  time  of  lands, 
when  the  same  became  deficient  shall  be  specified  in  the  warrant;  and  SfSuctdS^ 
such  sherif  shall  make  return  within  ten  days  from  the  date  of  said  J^JjJiJSJ* 
warrant,  and  with  such  return  pay  any  monies  which  may  have  come 
into  his  hands  by  virtue  of  such  distress  and  sale,  and  shall  also  for 
want  of  sufficient  distress  in  lands  and  tenements  goods  and  chatties 
whereon  to  levy  the  whole  amount  of  such  deficiency,  commit  such 
delinquent  collector  to  the  common  goal,  there  to  remain  without  bail 
or  mainprize  until  such  deficiency  shall  be  paid.     Provided  always,  that  i^roviao  as 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawfuU  for  the  county  treasurer  to  allow  such  col-  incei^to 
lector  upon  any  settlement  subsequent  to  such  distress  and  sale,  or  prior  colieoi^r 
thereto,  if  any  such  settlement  shall  be  made,  the  amount  of  the  taxes  meol  ^ 
due  from  persons  who  after  assessment  and  before  the  times  respectively 
limitted  for  payment  into  the  treasury  shall  have  removed  out  of  the 
city  town  manor  district  or  precinct,  and  upon  such  collectors  making 
oath  that  such  removed  persons  are  not  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge 
within  the  county,  and  have  not  left  sufficient  goods  and  chatties  within 
the  district;  and  shall  also  allow  the  said  collector  the  amount  of  all 
monies  due  from  persons  cpmmitted  to  the  custody  of  the  sherif  by  a 
justice  for  non-payment  of  taxes;  and  shall  further  allow  for  such  tax 
as  may  not  have  come  to  his  hands  by  the  sale  of  any  lands  by  the 
supervisor  or  justice  as  hereinafter  directed. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy  That   if  any  state 
county  treasurer  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  any  monies  paid  unto  him  mu8t"^o- 
by  the  collectors,  or  any  of  them,  or  by  the  sheriff  in  manner  aforesaid,  or  c««d 
shall  not  in  case  of  deficiency  issue  this  warrant  as  herein  before  directed,  dSiDq««nt 
or  shall  not  make  oath  before  any  justice  of  the  peace,  and  deliver  a  ^g^JJJSrora 
copy  thereof  certified  by  such  justice,  purporting  that  he  has  done  what 

by  this  law  he  was  directed  to  do  to  bring  delinquent  collectors  to 
account,  that  then  or  in  either  of  the  said  cases,  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful for  the  treasurer  of  this  State,  at  the  expiration  of  twenty  days  next 
after  the  days  and  times  on  which  the  collectors  are  directed  by  this  act 
to  pay  the  tax  into  the  county  treasury,  and  he  is  hereby  strictly  en- 
joined and  required,  to  proceed  against  such  delinquent  county  treas- 
urers, in  like  manner  as  such  county  treasurer  is  authorized  by  the  last 
preceding  section  to  proceed  against  a  delinquent  collector.     Provided  nisoouDt 
always,  that  in  any  settlement  with  a  county  treasurer  he  shall  allow  JJi^ed 
such  discount  for  the  county  tax  as  the  collectors  severally  are  legally  on  settle- 
intitled  to  by  virtue  of  the  last  preceding  section.  n^^^t. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  Penalty 
sherif  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  execute  any  warrant  to  him  directed  by  iheri? 
virtue  of  this  act,  sifch  sherif  shall  for  every  neglect  or  refusal  forfeit  °|^*^®^ 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  to  be  recovered  in  like  manner  as  is  warrant, 
directed  by  this  act  for  the  recovery  of  tax  before  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  to  be  recovered  by  the  treasurer  of  this  State,  and  in  his  name, 

for  the  use -of  the  people  of  this  State. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  Assessors 
assessors,  or  a  majority  of  them,  may  by  writing  under  their  hands  Son  res?- 
summon  any  person  actually  resident  within  the  city  town  manor  dis-  ^"s  ff' 
trict  or  precinct  to  appear  before  them  at  such  time  and  such  placfe  appear 
within  the  respective  city,  town,  manor  district  or  precinct,  as  they  may  "amined 
think    proper,  to  be  examined  on  oath,  or  if   of   the   people   called  ^^^^^ 
Quakers  on  affirmation,  which  oath  or  affirmation  the  assessors  or  a  their 
majority  of  them  are  hereby  authorized  to  administer,  touching  the  JI^SS!*^ 
value  or  amount  of  any  personal  estate,  and  if  the  person  so  to  be  sum- 
moned shall  not  upon  being  served  with  such  summons  appear  before 
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the  assessors,  or  appearing  shall  refuse  to  answer  to  interrogatories 
upon   oath,  or   if   the  people   called  Quakers  on    affirmation    touch- 
ing the  value  or  amount  of  the  personal  estate  of  any  person  or  persons 
within  such  city  town  manor  district  or  precinct,  the  person  or  persons 
so  offending  shall  for  every  such  offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  pounds, 
to  be  recovered  with  costs,  in  an  action  of  debt  in  the  name  of  the  treas- 
urer of  the  county,  and  when  recovered,  paid  in  like  manner  as  last 
aforesaid;  so  as  the  person  to  be  summoned  shall  not  be  compelled  to 
answer  to  any  interrogatories  touching  the  value  or  amount  of  his  other 
property.     And  provided  always,  that  no  such  evidence  shall  be  con- 
clusive for  forming  any  assessment,  but  that  the  assessors  shall  be  at 
liberty  to  determine  the  actual  value  of  such  personal  property  as  afore- 
said, by  such  evidence  as  aforesaid,  or  any  other  means  which  in  their 
judgment  may  be  deemed  most  proper  for  estimating  such  actual  value- 
not  to^be        IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  min- 
£SwiM°'    Asters  of  the  gospel  shall  not  be  taxed  by  virtue  of  this  act  for  their 
and  per-     salaries;  and  that  any  person  serving  in  the  line  of  the  army  of  the 
finefo?       United  States  shall  not  be  subject  to  be  taxed  by  virtue  of  this  act  for 
anny  for    his  personal  estates. 

eSSf^.  X.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^   That  the 

Son  0?°**"  supervisor  or  such  justice  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  severally 
Bupervis-    allowed  for  their  respective  services  and  expenses,  for  every  day  they 
tiSsSfthe  shall  be  severally  employed  in  executing  the  business  by  this  act  com- 
peiioeand  mitted  to  them,  the  sum  of  five  shillings  besides  the-expence  of  clerks 
****"*'"'   messages  and  paper ;  and  that  the  assessors  shall  each  be  allowed  and 
paid  for  their  services  and  expences  for  each  day  they  shall  be  respect- 
ively actually  employed  in  making  the  assessments  in  pursuance  of  this 
act  the  like  sum  of  five  shillings,  not  expences  as  aforesaid,  which  wages 
and  incidental  expences  of  the  supervisors,  justices  of  the  peace  and 
assessors,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be   allowed   and   paid  as  the   contingent 
charges  of  the  county  are,  allowed  and  paid;  to  be  charged  nevertheless 
to  the  city  town  manor  district  or  precinct  in  which  the  same  shall  res- 
pectively arise. 
Penalty  XI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any 

of'offlciaf*  supervisor  or  justice  of  the  peace,  or  supervisors  clerk  shall  neglect  or 
duty  1^  refuse  to  execute  any  of  the  duties  enjoined  on  him  by  this  act,  or  if 
or£%B-  any  collector  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  appear  before  the  treasurer  of 
the*peace  ^^  county  as  aforesaid  when  duly  notified  by  writing  under  his  hand, 
etc.  *  or  if  any  collector  shall  refuse  to  render  an  account  to  the  said  treasurer 
of  the  county  as  aforesaid,  in  manner  heretofore  directed,  when  thereunto 
required,  by  the  said  treasurer  of  the  county,  or  if  the  assessors  shall 
neglect  to  complete  the  assessrxjents  within  the  time  by  the  said  super- 
visor or  supervisors,  or  such  justice  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid  from  time 
to  time  to  be  assigned,  the  person  or  persons  so  offending  shall  far  each 
and  every  such  offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  to  the  people  of 
this  State,  to  be  recovered  by  action  in  the  name  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
county,  in  assumpsit  for  monies  received  to  the  use  of  the  plaintiff, 
before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  this  county  in  which  such  neglect  or 
refusal  shall  happen,  with  costs  of  suit;  and  such  forfeiture  when  recov- 
ered shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  State,  and  it  is  hereby  ex- 
pressly made  the  duty  of  the  supervisor  or  supervisors  as  such  justice  of 
the  peace  as  aforesaid,  to  report  such  offenders  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
county;  and  it  is  hereby  expressly  made  the  duty  of  the  said  treasurer 
to  sue  and  piosecute  for  the  recovery  of  any  such  penalty,  and  to  pay 
the  same  when  recovered  into  the  treasury  of  this  State;  and  such 
suit   shall   and   may  be  prosecuted  to  effect,  although  the  treasurer 
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in  whose  name  the  same  shall  be  commenced  should  die  resign  or  be 
displaced. 

XII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the,  authority  aforesaid^  That  when  Prooeed- 
lands  not  being  in  the  possession  nor  held  by  any  person  residing  in  ^^^^ 
the  county  in  which  the  lands  lay  are  assessed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  tax  when 
the  collector  upon  enquiry  shall  find  that  the  person  whose  name  is  Son-rosi- 
mentioned  in  the  tax  list  as  the  holder  of  any  lands  within  the  city  ^?°^iF 
town  manor  district  or  precinct  doth  not  reside  m  the  county  where  the  ment  and 
lands  lay,  that  then  the  collector  shall  apply  to  any  two  of  the  assessors  JSJlls.' 
of  the  city  town  manor  district  or  precinct  for  a  description  of  the 
lands  for  which  the  person  whose  name  is  mentioned  in  the  tax  list  is 
intended  to  be  taxed;  and  such  assessors  are  hereby  required  to  make 
such  descriptions  of  such  lands  and  subscribe  the  same  with  their  names, 
and  deliver  the  same  to  the  collector,  and  that  thereupon  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawfull  for  the  collector  of  the  city  town  manor  district  or  pre- 
cinct in  which  the  said  lands  lie  to  publish  in  any  of  the  public  news 
papers  printed  in  this  State  for  eight  weeks   successively,  a   general 
description  of  the  said  lands,  the  city  town  manor  district  or  precinct 
in  which  the  said  lands  lie,  the  name  or  names  of  the  supposed  owner 
or  owners  of  the  said  lands  the  sum  assessed  on  the  same,  and  the  time 
when  the  said  sum  ought  to  be  paid,  and  requiring  such  person  or  pre- 
sons  as  are  interested  in  the  said  lands,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  pay  to 
him  the  sum  assessed  on  the  same  within  ten  days  of  the  expiration  of 
the  said  eight  weeks;  and  that  in  case  the  sum  so  assessed  is  not  paid 
at  the-day  mentioned  in  the  said  publication,  that  part  of  the  said  lands 
will  be  sold  at  public  vendue  to  the  highest  bidder  for  the  payment  of 
the  sum  assessed  on  the  same,  at  a  day  in  the  said  notice  mentioned,  at 
the  place  in  the  city  town  manor  district  or  precinct  in  which  the  lands 
lie,  at  which  the  town  meetings  are  most  usually  held;  and  which  day 
appointed  for  the  sale  shall  not  be  more  than  eight  days,  nor  less  than 
four  days  from  the  expiration  of  such  time  limited  for  the  payment  of 
the  tax  by  such  publication.     And  in  case  the  tax  assessed  on  the  lands  Sale  to  be 
with  all  the  charges  attending  the  said  publication  be  not  paid  to  the  JJ^?-^^ 
said  collector  within  the  said  time  so  to  be  limited,  that  then  it  shall  viaor. 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  said  collector  to  make  return  of  the 
amount  of  the  said  tax,  and  the  description  of  the  lands  on  which  the 
same  was  assessed,  so  signed  by  the  assessors  as  aforesaid,  to  any  of  the 
supervisors  of  the  city  town  manor  district  or  precinct,  that  such  super- 
visor shall  at  the  day  and  place  appointed  by  the  said  advertisement 
between  the  hours  of  ten  in  the  forenoon  and  four  in  the  afternoon, 
sell  and  dispose  of  such  lands  at  public  vendue  or  outcry  to  the  best 
bidder,  and  at  the  time  of  sale  such  person  or  persons  as  will*  accept  of 
the  least  quantity  of  lands  to  pay  the  tax  due,  and  all  charges  which 
such  supervisor  shall  then  make  a  true  account  of,  shall  be  deemed  the 
best  bidder.     And  upon  such  sale  such  supervisor  shall  cause  such  land  Land  to  bo 
so  sold  to  be  surveyed  and  shall  then  make  sign  seal  and  deliver  a  deed  InJTdeed 
for  such  land  (upon  receipt  of  such  purchase  money)  to  the  purchaser  to  be  given 
or  purchasers  thereof,  which  deed  so  made  and  executed  shall  be  a  J££1S' 
sufficient  title  within  law  and  equity  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatso- 
ever; and  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  of  such  lands  by  virtue  of  this 
act  and  their  respective  heirs  and  assigns  shall  be  thereby  severally 
vested  with  and  entitled  to  an  estate  in  fee-simple  of  in  and  to  the  said 
lands :    Provided  always,  that  such  deed  shall  be  entered  on  the  records  of  Deed  to  be 
the  county  in  which  the  lands  lie  within  sixty  days  after  such  sale,  being  forrecord 
first  duly  proved.     And  provided  also,  that  the  lands  so  to  be  sold  in  ^25&*day8. 
pursuance  of  this  act  shall  be  surveyed  and  laid  out  in  one  entire  piece, 
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and  at  one  end  or  side  of  the  tract  out  of  which  the  same  is  sold: 
Provided  also  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  effect  any  uncul- 
tivated lands  which  belong  to  persons  well  attached  to  the  liberty  and 
independence  of  the  United  States,  and  which  are  so  exposed  to  the 
enemy  as  to  be  incapable  of  settlement  and  cultivation  by  persons  well 
attached  to  the  liberty  and  independence  of  the  United  States. 

XIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the 
supervisors  shall  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  the  purchase  money 
pay  the  amount  of  the  tax  imposed  on  the  lands  of  which  part  is  sold  as 
aforesaid  to  the  collector. 

XIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  no  tax 
shall  be  imposed  on  any  unoccupied  real  estate  forfeited  to  this  State, 
during  the  time  such  estate  is  the  property  of  the  State. 

XV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the 
treasurer  of  this  State  shall  pay  to  the  order  of  the  superintendent  of 
the  finances  of  the  United  States,  the  sum  of  thirty  six  thousand  pounds, 
as  soon  as  may  be  out  of  the  monies  described  to  be  raised  in  and  by 
this  act. 

And  whereas  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled  on  the  tenth 
day  of  September  last  did  require  this  State  to  furnish  fifty  four  thousand 
dollars  as  the  quota  of  this  State  towards  the  payment  of  the  interest 
on  the  domestic  debt  of  the  United  States. 

And  whereas  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  are  vested  with  a 
variety  of,  certificates  given  by  commissioners  quarter  masters  and  others 
for  articles  furnished  and  services  performed  for  the  United  States. 

And  whereas  it  is  the  intention  of  this  legislature  to  provide  the  pro- 
portion of  this  State  of  the  monies  necessary  for  paying  the  interest  of 
all  such  debts  when  the  certificates  given  as  aforesaid  shall  be  liquidated. 

XVI.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  no  person 
within  this  State  vested  with  certificates  issued  out  of  the  Continental 
loan  office  within  this  State  for  monies  loaned  to  the  United  States,  or 
with  certificates  issued  by  the  treasurer  of  this  State  for  monies  loaned 
for  the  use  thereof  or  with  certificates  from  the  State  agent  thereof,  or 
with  certificates  from  any  commissary  or  quarter  master  or  other  officer 
for  services  performed  or  articles  delivered  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States  by  inhabitants  of  this  State,  shall  be  taxed  for  such  certificates  or 
any  of  them,  until  congress  or  the  legislature  of  this  State  shall  provide 
for  the  payment  of  such  interest,  any  thing  in  this  act  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

XVII.'  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  no 
purchase  of  any  land  sold  in  pursuance  of  this  act  made  by  any  super- 
visor assessor  or  collector,  or  any  person  or  persons  in  trust  for  him  or 
them,  shall  be  valid  but  the  same  shall  be  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be 
null  and  void  to  all  intents  and  purposes. 

XVIII.  Provided  always  and  be  it  further  encuted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid^  That  if  his  excellency  the  governor  or  person  administering 
the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  shall  signify  by  procla- 
mation to  be  published  in  one  or  more  news  papers  printed  in  this  State, 
that  a  peace  with  Great  Britain  is  concluded,  or  that  the  enemy  shall 
have  evacuated  the  southern  great  district  of  the  State,  that  then  the 
collection  of  the  second  tax  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  not 
be  proceeded  on,  and  if  already  commenced  the  collectors  respectively 
shall  by  advertisement  notify  all  persons  from  whom  they  have  respect- 
ively collected  the  said  tax  severally  to  come  and  receive  the  same. 

XIX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  no  person 
shall  be  taxed  by  virtue  of  this  act  for  any  of  the  articles  taxable  by  the 


Chap.  50.] 


SIXTH  SESSION. 


573 


act  entitled  **An  act  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  procure 
monies  on  loan  and  clothing  for  the  use  of  the  State,'*  passed  the  seventh 
day  of  March  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty  one. 

SCHEDULE.  Form  of 

888688- 

Assessment  Roll.  '  men^roU. 


Persons  reel  ding 
in  the     of 

1 

60 

Persons  residing 
in  the  county 
and  not  within 
the        of       . 

1 

{ 

Persons  not  re- 
siding in   the 
of          nor 
in  the  county. 

1 

{ 

A.  B 

£ 
100 

A.B 

£ 
100 

£ 
60 

A.  R 

£ 
100 

£ 
60 

Tax  List 

Persons  resid- 
\uji  In  the 

1 

1 

1 

•a 

0 

1 

i 
< 

Persons  resld- 
ing  in  the 
county     and 
not    within 
the 
of 

1 

1 

0 

1 
S 

< 

Persons  not 
residing  with- 
in  the 

of               nor 
in  the  county. 

1 
1 

1 

1 

A    B 

£ 
100 

£ 

I.sd. 
000 

A.  B. 

£ 
100 

£ 
50 

l.s.d. 
000 

A.B 

£ 
100 

SO 

l.a.d. 
000 

Of  tax. 
list. 
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AN  ACT  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  several  officers 
of  government,  and  of  certain  contingent  expences  ol  the 
State. 

Passed  the  26th  of  March,  1783. 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Treasurer 
Senate  and  Assembly ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  ^  pay 
That  the  treasurer  of  this  State  shall  out  of  the  monies  which  now  are  named, 
or  hereafter  may  be  in  the  treasury,  and  not  otherwise  specially  appro- 
priated, pay  the  following  sums  of  money  and  to  the  following  persons 
viz:     To  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  Tothe 
time  being,  to  defray  the  incidental  charges  which  may  arise  in  and  governor, 
about  the  administering  the  government  of  this  State  such  sum  or  sums, 
as  he  shall  from  time  to  time  by  warrant  under  his  hand  and  the  privy 
seal  of  the  State  draw  from  the  treasury  of  the  State  for  the  purpose, 
not  to  exceed  in  the  whole  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 
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Chief  JoA. 
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Puisne 
Justicee. 


Delegates 
Id  oon~ 


Secretary 
of  State. 


Senators 
and  mem- 
bers of 
assembly. 


Clerks  of 
the  senate 
and 
bly. 


To  his  excellency  the  governor  for  administering  the  government  of 
this  State,  from  the  first  day  of  July  last  to  the  first  day  of  July  next,  at 
and  after  the  rate  of  one  thousand  two  hundred  pounds  per  annum, 
which  sum  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  take  on  loan  on  the  credit  of  this 
State,  to  be  paid  with  interest  within  one  year  after  the  expiration  of 
the  present  war. 

To  the  Honorable  Richard  Morris  Esquire  chief  justice  of  this  State 
for  his  services  in  that  station,  from  the  first  day  of  July  last,  to  the  first 
day  of  July  next,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
per  annum. 

To  the  Honorable  Robert  Yates  and  John  Sloss  Hobart  Esquire 
puisne  justices  of  the  supreme  court,  for  their  services  in  that  station 
from  and  to  the  respective  times  aforesaid,  each  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
pounds. 

To  the  said  Richard  Morris  Robert  Yates  and  John  Sloss  Hobart 
Esquires,  exclusive  of  the  above  salaries  for  each  day  they  shall  have  re- 
spectively attended  from  and  to  the  respective  times  aforesaid,  in  the 
execution  of  commissions  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  gaol  delivery  in  the 
several  counties,  as  shall  have  been  travelling  for  that  purpose,  each  the 
sum  of  twelve  shillings  per  day,  agreeable  to  such  accounts  thereof,  as 
they  shall  respectively  produce,  audited  by  the  auditor  of  this  State. 

To  each  of  the  delegates  of  this  State  at  and  after  the  rate  of  five 
dollars  per  day  for  such  time  as  they  have  attended  or  shall  attend,  or 
were  going  to  or  returning  from  congress  to  the  repective  places  of  their 
abode,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  July  one  thousand  seven  and 
eighty  one,  to  the  first  day  of  May  next,  according  to  such  accounts  as 
they  shall  respectively  produce  audited  by  the  auditor  of  this  State. 
Provided  that  the  monies  from  time  to  time  advanced  to  the  said  dele- 
gates, shall  be  charged  to  their  accounts  respectively. 

To  the  secretary  of  this  State  for  attending  the  legislature  during  the 
present  session  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  laws  and  for  attending 
the  council  of  appointment  from  the  first  day  of  July  last  to  the  first 
day  of  July  next,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  thirty  pounds  per  annum. 

To  the  said  secretary  for  his  services  for  recording  the  laws,  making 
copies  thereof  with  marginal  notes  for  the  press,  and  making  copies  by 
the  direction  of  the  governor  or  of  the  senate  and  assembly  and  for  en- 
grossing the  minutes  of  the  council  of  appointment  from  time  to  time  after 
the  rate  of  one  shilling  and  six  pence  per  folio,  each  folio  to  consist  of 
one  hundrecf  and  forty  four  words,  as  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof 
as  he  shall  produce,  audited  as  aforesaid. 

To  the  several  members  of  the  senate  and  assembly  for  each  and 
every  day  they  shall  have  severally  attended  in  senate  or  assembly 
during  the  present  and  the  last  meeting  of  the  legislature,  and  for  each 
and  every  day  they  shall  have  been  or  may  be  travelling  to  and  from 
their  respective  places  of  abode,  to  the  places  of  the  said  meetings  of 
the  legislature  each  the  sum  of  eight  shillings  per  day,  agreeable  to 
such  accounts  thereof  as  they  shall  severally  produce,  certified  by  the 
president  of  the  senate  or  the  speaker  of  the  assembly  as  the  case  may 
be;  the  accounts  of  the  president  of  the  senate  to  be  certified  by  the 
clerk  of  the  senate,  and  the  accounts  of  the  speaker  of  the  assembly  to 
be  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the  assembly. 

To  Robert  Benson  Esquire  clerk  of  the  senate  and  John  M*  Kesson 
Esquire  clerk  of  the  assembly  for  their  services  in  their  respective 
stations,  during  the  present  and  the  last  meeting  of  the  legislature  each 
twenty  shillings  per  day,  and  for  several  sums  by  them  severally  ad- 
vanced for  the  use  of  the  senate  and  assembly  respectively,  the  amount 
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of  such  accounts  thereof  respectively  as  they  shall  severally  produce 
certified  by  the  president  of  the  senate  or  speaker  of  the  assembly  as 
the  case  may  require. 

To  Robert  Benson  Esquire  aid  de  camp  to  his  excellency  the  governor,  Aidsde 
the  amount  of  Continental  pay  as  a  lieutenant  colonel  from  and  to  the  camp, 
respective  time  aforesaid,  and  exclusive  of  the  time  that  he  shall  be 
employed  as  clerk  of  the  senate,  for  such  days  only  as  the  governor  shall 
certify  that  he  performed  service  or  was  actually  attending  him.  And 
to  Stephen  Lusk  Esquire  his  said  excellency's  other  aid  de  camp  the  like 
allowance  to  be  certified  as  aforesaid. 

To  the  doorkeepers  of  the  senate  and  assembly,  for  their  services  dur- 
ing the  present  and  last  meetings  of  the  legislature,  each  ten  shillings 
per  day  agreeable  to  such  certificates  thereof  as  they  shall  respectively 
produce  certified  by  the  president  of  the  senate  or  speaker  of  the  as- 
sembly. 

To  John  Holt  printer,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  on  account,  for  PriDter. ' 
printing  the  laws  of  the  State,  and  journals  of  the  senate  and  assembly, 
out  of  such  monies  which  may  first  come  to  the  hands  of  the  said  treas- 
urer in  consequence  of  forfeitures  incurred  on  the  act  entitled  An  act 
to  prevent  illicit  trade  with  the  enemy. 

To  Robert  Graham  Esquire*  for  assisting  in  amputating  and  curing  Robert 
the  arm  of  Jacob  Travis  a  lieutenant  of  the  militia  who  was  wounded  in  ^^r^^^*™- 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  when  opposing  the  enemy  at  Danbury 
in  Connecticut,  and  for  attending  the  said  Jacob  Travis  during  his 
illness  the  sum  of  twelve  pounds;  and  the  said  treasurer  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  charge  the  same  to  the  United  States. 

To  Ebenezer  Purdy  Esquire  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-two  Auditor, 
pounds  six  shillings  and  sixpence  being  the  amount  of  his  account 
audited  by  the  auditor  of  the  State,  for  monies  laid  out  for  the  support 
of  the  poor  removed  from  the  city  of  New  York  into  Westchester  county, 
and  also  lawful  interest  for  the  said  sum  from  the  time  of  the  said 
account  being  audited  until  the  same  is  paid. 

To  the  present  and  former  members  of  the  council  of  appointment,  at  Members 
and  after  the  rate  of  eight  shillings  per  day  during  their  attendance  on  of  appoint- 
the  council  in  the  recess  of  the  legislature,  and  for  the  time  of  travel-  ment. 
ling  from  and  to  their  respective  places  of  abode,  according  to  such 
accounts  as  the  clerk  of  the  said  council  shall  have  certified. 

To  David  Hopkins  Zephaniah  Batcheller  and  John  Lawrence  Esquires  David 
at  and  after  the  rate  of  eight   shillings  per  day  for  going  to  attend-  SfJPort?- 
ing  in  and  returing  from  a  committee  at  Albany  on  public  business,  ©«. 
agreeable  to  such  accounts  thereof  as  they  shall  respectively  produce 
audited  by  the  speaker  of  the  assembly. 

To  William  Scudder  a  lieutenant  in  the  line  of  the  troops  of  this  State  wiuiam 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  sixteen  pounds  sixteen  shillings,  for  ^'*^*^®'- 
monies  by  him  advanced  for  vegetables  and  other  necessaries  for  the 
support  of  some  of  the  said  troops  while  in  captivity  with  the  enemy  in 
Canada,  to  be  charged  by  the  said  treasurer  to  the  United  States. 

To  Stephen  White  forty  pounds  on  account  of  his  pay  as  a  captain  in  Stephen 
the  regiment  of  levies  whereof  Marinus  Willett  Esquire  was  lieutenant     ^  ^® 
colonel  commandant  in  the  year  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty,  for  the 
repayment  of  monies  by  him  taken  on  loan  during  his  captivity  in  Can- 
ada, to  be  charged  by  the  treasurer  to  the  said  Stephen  White  as  part  of 
his  pay  as  a  captain  in  the  said  regiment. 

To  Albert  Pawling  Esquire  seven  pounds  ten  shillings  for  monies  due  Albert 
to  Silas  Bayker,  Silas  Bayker  jr,  William  Rosa,  John  Conneway  and  ^^wUng. 
Philip  Hyne  privates  in  the  regiment  of  levies  lately  commanded  by  the 
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said  Albert  Pawling,  for  certain  extra  service  by  them  respectively  per- 
formed by  order  of  his  excellency  the  governor. 

To  St.  Ledger  Cowley  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  in  lieu  of  one  hun- 
dred pounds  given  to  him  as  a  gratuity  by  the  act  entitled  an  act  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  certain  contingent  expences  of  this  State, 
passed  twenty  fifth  October,  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy  nine. 

To  Abraham  Bevier  the  sum  of  thirty  nine  pounds  three  shillings  and 
eleven  pence  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum  from 
the  first  day  of  June  last  until  the  same  shall  be  paid,  for  the  pajrment 
of  debts  by  him  incurred  and  monies  expended  for  the  support  of 
the  poor  removed  from  the  city  of  New  York  ;  provided  that  the  said 
Abraham  Bevier  shall  previous  to  his  receiving  the  said  money,  pay  to 
the  treasurer  of  this  State  the  sum  of  fifty  eight  pounds  seven  shillings 
in  bills  of  the  new  emission  part  of  monies  formerly  paid  to  the  Abraham 
Bevier  for  the  support  of  the  said  poor,  and  now  remaining  in  his 
hands. 

To  James  Hamilton  the  amount  of  such  account  as  he  shall  produce, 
audited  to  the  auditor  of  the  State  being  the  amount  of  the  damages 
and  costs  recovered  against  him  by  Jacobus  Low  for  four  cattle  which 
were  receipted  for  by  the  said  James  Hamilton  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  seven  for  thenise  of  the  militia  of  this  State 
and  of  the  regiments  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  then  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  opposing  the  enemy  in  their  progress  into 
the  interior  parts  of  this  State ;  and  that  the  treasurer  charge  the  same 
to  the  United  States. 

Whereas  the  legislature  did  by  act  passed  the  first  day  of  July  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  grant  to  Daniel  Graham  the  sum  of 
eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty  four  pounds  eight  shillings,  pay- 
able in  Continental  currency,  and  by  an  act  passed  the  first  day  of 
July  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  one  did  direct  that  the 
treasurer  of  this  State  should  pay  four  hundred  pounds  in  bills  of  the 
new  emission  on  account  of  the  said  grant,  and  it  is  represented  to  the 
legislature  that  neither  of  the  said  sums  have  been  paid  to  the  said 
Daniel  Graham. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  treasurer 
shall  pay  to  Daniel  Graham  Esquire  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
four  pounds  eight  shillings  and  ten  pence  in  lieu  of  the  said  sum  of  eight 
thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty  four  pounds  eight  shillings,  and  that 
the  treasurer  charge  the  said  two  hundred  and  fifty  four  pounds  eight 
shillings  and  ten  pence  to  the  United  States. 

That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  Gerard  Bancker  Esquire  treasurer 
of  this  State  to  retain  a  sum  out  of  any  monies  which  may  be  in  his 
hands  unappropriated,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  three  hundred  pounds  for 
his  services  in  that  station  from  the  first  day  of  July  last,  to  the  first  day 
of  July  next. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  Udny 
Hay  Esquire  shall  pay  the  following  sums  out  of  any  public  monies 
which  may  be  in  his  hands  viz.  To  John  M'Kesson  Esquire  clerk  of 
the  assembly  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  on  account  for  disburse- 
ments for  the  use  of  the  assembly  before  the  first  meeting  of  the  legis- 
lature in  the  year  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty  two,  which  shall  be 
in  lieu  of  the  like  sum  directed  to  be  paid  to  the  said  John  M*Kesson  by 
the  treasurer  of  this  State  by  the  act  entitled  **An  act  for  the  payment  of 
certain  contingent  expences  of  this  State"  passed  the  fourteenth  April 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  two ;  and  that  out  of  the  said 
sum  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  John  M'Kesson  to  pay  to 
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John  J.  ^yer  the  sum  of  forty  six  pounds  sixteen  shillings  in  full  for  ^bn  j. 
his  services  to  the  legislature  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred    ^^' 
and  eighty  one. 

To  Robert  Harpur  Esquire  deputy  secretary  for  removing  the  records  Robert 
of  this  State  and  other  incidental  expences  attending  the  same  the  sum  ^*n>ur. 
of  ten  pounds  in  lieu  of  the  like  sum  directed  to  be  paid  to  him  by  the 
treasurer  of  the  State  by  the  act  last  above  mentioned. 

To  the  secretary  of  this  State  one  hundred  pounds  on  account,  for  his  Secretary 
services  in  recording  the  laws  making  copies  thereof  for  the  press  with  *^'  ®'*^' 
marginal  notes,  and  for  engrossing  the  minutes  of  the  council  of  ap- 
pointment, which  sum  when  paid  shall  be  charged  by  the  treasurer  of 
this  State  to  the  account  of  the  said  secretary. 

To  Fredrick  Weissenfels  Esquire  sixty  pounds  in  full  for  two  months  Frederick 
pay  as  a  lieutenant  colonel  commandant  of  one  of  the  regiments  of  in-  ^^^^~ 
fantry  of  this  State  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  that  the  treasurer  of  this 
State  charge  the  said  Fredrick  Wessenfels  for  the  amount  of  two 
months  pay  to  be  returned  on  the  settlement  of  the  said  Fredric*k  Wes- 
senfels* account  for  pay  accruing  during  the  months  of  August  and 
September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  Governor 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  his  excellency  the  governor  out  of  any  SVanoes* 
monies  which  he  has  taken,  or  hereafter  may  take  on  loan  for  the  use  J?j2?\®" 
of  this  State  pursuant  to.  any  law  of  this  State  to  advance  on  account  ooDgrm. 
to  such  of  the  delegates  as  shall  attend  in  confess  during  the  present 

year  such  sums  as  may  be  necessary  for  defraying  the  expences  of  such 
delegates  respectively  during  the  time  they  shall  so  attend  —  That  in 
case  his  said  excellency  shall  procure  a  further  sum  on  loan  and  may  be 
sufficient  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  the  same  shall  be  applied  towards 
paying  such  of  the  delegates  of  this  State  as  have  monies  due  to  them 
on  account  of  their  attendance  in  congress,  agreeable  to  such  account 
thereof  as  they  shall  respectively  produce  audited  by  the  auditor  general 
or  auditor  of  this  State. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  treas-  Treasurer 
urer  of  this  State  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  liquidate  and  dite^USd 
settle  the  accounts  of  the  respective  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  "ettieao- 
this  State  and  shall  deliver  or  transmit  to  them  respectively  a  certifi-  judges, 
cate    under  his  hand  of  such  ballance  as  he  shall  find  due  to  them 
respectively  on  account  of  their  respective  sallaries  which  became  due 

from  and  after  the  nineteenth  day  of  July  one  thousand  seven  and  seventy 
seven,  or  on  account  of  the  depreciation  of  any  sums  in  Continental 
bills  of  credit  which  they  may  have  respectively  received  on  account  of 
such  sallaries  agreeable  to  the  scale  of  depreciation  for  settling  the 
accounts  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  belonging  to  the  State  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States;  and  his  excellency  the  governor  is  hereby 
authorised  on  the  application  of  the  said  judges  and  their  producing  to 
him  such  certificates  from  the  treasurer  and  certificates  from  the  auditor 
for  their  services  in  attending  the  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer,  to  pay 
to  such  judges  respectively  the  amount  of  such  ballances,  out  of  any 
monies  which  he  is  empowered  by  law  to  take  on  loan  on  the  credit  of 
this  State. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority'  aforesaid.    That   the  Peter  s. 
treasurer  of  this  State  shall  pay  to  Peter  S.  Curtenius  Esquire  auditor  Curtenius. 
of  this  State  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  on  account  out  of  any  of 

the  monies  which  may  be  taken  on  loan  for  the  use  of  this  State,  and 
which  may  come  to  the  hands  of  the  said  treasurer. 
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gj§2?!  VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said 

treasurer  shall  pay  to  Samuel  Dodge  Esquire  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred pounds  out  of  the  first  monies  which  shall  come  into  his  hands 
of  the  sums  to  be  taken  on  loan  on  the  credit  of  this  State,  to  be 
applied  tothe  support  of  the  poor  under  the  care  of  the  said  Samuel 
Dodge, 
^uei  VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the 

payfilis^    said  Samuel  Dodge  shall  forthwith  after  the  passing  of  this  act  pay  to 
^li^l^er    ^^^  treasurer  of  this  State  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  pounds,  in  bills  of 
the  new  emission  now  in  the  hands  of  the  said  Samuel  Dodge,  and  by 
him  received  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  State  for  defraying  the  expences 
of  supporting  the  said  poor. 
ProTlso  as      And  whereas  Robert  Livingston  did  in  compliance  with  a  request  of 
furatohed    ^^^  legislature  of  this  State  by  a  letter  dated  fourteenth  day  of  June 
lTv^^^  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  furnish  certain  quantities  of 
Bton!^'      flour  for  the  use  of  the  public  on  the  order  of   his  excellency  the 

governor, 
Auditor  to      IX.  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall 
aooooDts,   and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  auditor  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the 
•^  said  Robert  Livingston  agreeable  to  such  vouchers  of  the  delivery  of 

such  flour  as  shall  be  exhibited  to  the  said  auditor  —  That  the  price  of 
the  said  flour  shall  be  estimated  agreeable  to  the  current  price  of  flour 
in  the  county  of  Albany  at  the  time  of  such  delivery,  and  that  the 
treasurer  of   this  State  shall  pay   the  amount  of  the   said   account 
with  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum  from  the  time  of  the 
delivery  of  such  flour  out  of  any  monies  whicjh  may  be  in  his  hands 
unappropriated, 
^viso  aa      And  whereas  the  legislature  of  this  State  did  on  the  fifth  day  of  March 
tioDTof**"  instant  by  concurrent  resolutions  of  senate  and  assembly  resolve  that 
lS?to^pay^  the  treasurers  of  the  counties  of  Dutchess  and  Orange  respectively  pay 
ments  to    to  Christopher  Tappen  Esquire  or  to  his  order  any  public  monies  now 
ChSaS^'^  1^  ^^cir  possession,  and   that  Udny  Hay  Esquire  pay  unto  the  said 
P*»«r  Tap-    Christopher  Tappen  or  to  his  order  any  public  monies  now  in  his  pos- 
^^'  °   *     session  or  of  which  he  may  be  possessed  before  the  rising  of  the  legisla- 
ture, beyond  what  may  be  necessary  to  discharge  any  debts  he  may 
heretofore  have  been  directed  to  pay — That  the  said  monies  when 
received  by  the  said  Christopher  Tappen  shall  together  with  the  public 
monies  now  in  his  hands  as  treasurer  of  the  county  of  Ulster  be  applied 
to  the  discharge  of  the  expences  of  the  last  and- present  meeting  of  the 
legislature ;  and  that  the  said  Christopher  Tappen  shall  pay  the  over- 
plus, if  any  shall  be  into  the  treasury  of  this  State  within  four  weeks  next 
after  such  expences  shall  be  paid ;  and  that  the  legislature  will  by  law 
indemnify  the  said  treasurer  and  Udny  Hay  for  such  payments. 
Offloere  X.  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the 

demnifled".  treasurer  of  the  county  of  Dutchess  and  Orange  and  the  said  Udny 
®*^-  Hay  respectively  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  severally  indemnified  for 

the  payments  made  to  the  said  Christopher  Tappen  in  pursuance  of  the 
said  resolution  and  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said 
treasurer  of  the  county  of  Ulster,  and  the  treasurers  of  the  other  counties 
in  this  State  respectively  to  pay  to  the  order  of  the  said  Christopher 
Tappen  such  monies  as  he  shall  certify  in  such  orders  to  be  due  to  the 
members  of  the  legislature  respectively  for  their  attendance  at  the  present 
meeting,  and  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  Christo- 
pher Tappen  to  pay  out  of  the  said  monies  to  the  members  of  the  legis- 
lature and  their  officers  respectively  the  amount  of  their  accoonts 
respectively  for  their  attendance  on  the  legislature  during  the  present 
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meeting  together  with  the  amount  of  the  disbursements  made  by  their 
officers ;  and  the  treasurer  of  this  State  is  hereby  required  to  credit  the 
said  treasurers,  and  the  said  Udny  Hay,  with  the  amount  of  such  monies 
so  paid  or  to  be  paid  by  them  respectively  in  pursuance  of  the  said 
resolution  and  this  act. 

XI.  Aniheit  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and  County 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  treasurers  of  the  several  counties  to  pay  to  Say^pay*^ 
-the  members  of  the  legislature  and  their  respective  officers  the  amount  members 
of  their  accounts  respectively  for  their  attendance  during  the  first  meet-  Raid- 
ing of  the  legislature  in  the  present  session,  together  with  the  amount  o/^**"*  •^• 
the  disbursements  made  by  their  officers  and  the  treasurer  of  the  State 

shall  credit  the  said  county  treasurers  respectively  with  the  amount  of 
such  payments,  upon  their  returning  the  certificate  to  the  said  treasurer 
of  this  State  granted  on  such  accounts,  as  directed  by  law,  with  receipts 
thereon  endorsed. 

XII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  com-  Flour  to 
missioners  on  sequestration  for  the  county  of  Albany  shall  and  they  are  ^shed 
hereby  required  out  of  any  monies  which  now  are  or  hereafter  may  J*'^' 
come  into  their  hands  in  the  execution  of  their  office,  to  procure  for,  Vroorniui. 
and  furnish  to  Tacamentie  Vrooman  the  wife  of  Captain  Walter  Vroo- 

man,  two  hundred  weight  of  flour  monthly,  to  be  computed  from  the 
first  day  of  January  last,  and  to  continue  for  one  year  unless  her  said 
husband  shall  sooner  return  from  captivity  with  the  enemy ;  and  that 
they  charge  the  same  in  their  account  with  the  State. 

XIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy  That  the  com-  Wrouirht 
missioners  of  sequestration  in  the  several  counties  be  and  are  hereby  §i"^eiiv- 
required  forthwith  after  the  passing  of  this  act  to  deliver  to  the  treas-  ered  to 
urer  of  this  State  all  the  wrought  plate  which  may  have  come  to  their  trewurer. 
or  either  of  their  hands  or  possession,  or  shall  hereafter  come  to  either 

of  their  hands  or  possession,  in  the  execution  of  their  duty  as  commis- 
sioners as  aforesaid. 

And  w/iereas  by  a  concurrent  resolution  of  the  senate  and  assembly  Proviso  as 
passed  the  twenty  first  day  of  July  last  Udny  Hay  Esquire  State  agent  ^eSt  to  be 
was  directed  to  pay  Peter  F.  Curtenius  Esquire  State  auditor  the  sum  of  made  to 
two  hundred  pounds,  and  charge  the  same  to  this  State.  auditor. 

XIV.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  audi-  Sum  paid 
tor  of  the  State  in  the  settlement  of  the  said  Udney  Hay's  account  is  aiiJiJed. 
hereby  authorised  to  allow  a  credit  to  the  said  Udny  Hay  for  the  said 

sum  of  two  hundred  pounds. 

XV.  And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  Richard 
treasurer  of  this  State  shall  pay  the  following  sums  of  money  out  of  any  ^®'*  ^^^' 
unappropriated  monies  which  may  come  into  his  hands  to  the  following 
persons  to  wit,  to  Richard  Ten  Eyck  at  and  after  the  rate  of  six  shillings 

per   day  for  the  time  he  shall  have  been  actually  employed  as  store 
keeper  under  the  direction  of  John  Lasher  Esquire  commissary  of 
military  stores  previous  to  the  first  day  of  January  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  one  in  pursuance  of  concurrent  resolution  of  senate 
and  assembly  passed  on  the  fourth  day  of  April  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy  eight  agreeable  to  such  account  thereof  as  shall 
be  auditted  by  the  said  auditor.     And  that  the  said  auditor  shall  audit  Account 
the  said  account  on  a  certificate  to  be  granted  by  the  said  John  Lasher,  audited, 
and  an  affidavit  of  the  said  Richard  Ten  Eyck  respectively  specifying 
the  number  of  days  the  said  Richard  Ten  Eyck  has  been  actually  em- 
ployed as  aforesaid.     To  Philip  DuBois  Bevier  the  sum  of  forty  two  Phuip 
pounds  seven  shillings  to  defray  the  expences  incurred  in  going  to  and  ^"*^*«- 
returning  from  Canada  with  a  flag  of  truce  and  for  his  services  to  nego- 


580 


Laws  of  new  york. 


[Chap.  $u 


Gwrett       tiate  an  exchange  of  prisoners.     To  Garrett  Abeel  for  his  expences 
** '       in  the  same  business   the  sum  of  six  pounds  two  shillings  and  nine 
pence. 


CHAP.  51. 


Act  named 
refealed. 


Commis- 
sioners to 
deliver  re- 
oofirniz- 
ancesto 
clerk,  etc. 


When 
forfeited 
recoffni^ 
ancesto 
be  deni- 
ed. 


Accounts 
to  be 
extended 
to  auditor 
and  he  to 
report 
thereon. 


Names  of 
persons 
committed 
to  be  re- 
turned to 
a  justice 
of  the 
peace. 


Justice  of 
the  peace 
may  cause 
any  person 
cominfc 
from  the 
enemy  to 
be  arrest- 
ed, etc. 


AN  ACT  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  revive  the  laws  ap- 
pointing commissions  for  detecting  and  defeating  conspiracies 
and  to  give  certain  powers  to  magistrates  and  courts  in  cases 
therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  27th  of  March,  1783. 

I.  B^  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  samt^ 
That  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  revive  the  laws  appointing  commis- 
sioners for  detecting  and  defeating  conspiracies  "  shall  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  repealed. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  com- 
missioners aforesaid  shall  forthwith  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  deliver 
the  recognizances  by  them  taken,  and  not  forfeited  to  the  clerk  of  the 
court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  of  the  county  in  which  the  same 
were  taken,  and  the  person  or  persons  bound  by  such  recognizances 
shall  be  subject  to  the  directions  of,  and  be  compelled  to  appear  before 
the  said  sessions  in  like  manner  as  they  were  respectively  required  by 
law  to  subject  themselves  to  the  directions  of,  and  were  compellable  to 
appear  by  the  said  recognizances  before  such  commissioners,  and  such 
recognizances  shall  to  all  intents  and  purposes  have  the  like  effect  and 
be  estreated  or  discharged  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  same  had  been 
entered  into  before  such  court  of  sessions. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said 
commissioners  shall  as  soon  as  may  be  deliver  all  such  recognizances 
as  may  have  become  forfeited  to  the  people  of  this  State,  to  the  clerk 
of  the  supreme  court,  to  the  end,  that  prosecutions  may  be  instituted 
for  recovery  of  the  same. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said 
commissioners  shall  exhibit  the  accounts  to  the  auditor,  on  or  before 
the  first  Monday  of  August  next,  that  the  same  may  be  ascertained  and 
settled;  and  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  auditor  to  report  to  the 
legislature  at  their  next  meeting  after  the  said  fitst  Monday  of  August 
the  amount  of  such  accounts  respectively. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said 
commissioners  shall  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  May  next  make  return 
to  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  in  which  such  commissioners 
reside  of  the  names  of  the  persons  by  them  committed  and  the  cause 
of  such  commitment.  That  the  said  justice  may  take  action  thereon 
in  due  form  of  law  that  no  person  committed  by  the  said  commissioners 
shall  be  discharged  before  the  said  first  day  of  May  next. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  any  justice  of  the  peace  within  this  State 
to  cause  to  be  arrested  and  brought  before  him  any  person  who  shall 
come  within  his  jurisdiction  out  of  any  place  within  the  power  of  the 
enemy  and  to  require  sufficient  security  for  the  appearance  of  the 
offender  at  the  next  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  to  be  held 
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for  the  county  where  such  oflFender  shall  be  apprehended  and  for  his  good 
behavior  in  the  meantime  and  for  the  want  of  such  surety  to  commit 
such  offender  to  the  common  gaol  there  to  remain  untill  he  shall  find 
such  security  or  until  the  next  general  sessions  of  the  peace  where  the 
recognizance  or  mittimus  as  the  case  may  be  shall  be  returned  and 
which  recognizance  or  mittimus  shall  respectively  set  forth  that  the 
offender  bound  over  or  committed  had  without  lawful  authority  come 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  such  justice  out  of  a  place  within  tbe  power 
of  the  enemy  and  thereupon  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the 
court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  to  commit  such  offender  to  the 
common  gaol  there  to  remain  until  the  then  next  court  of  oyer  and  ter- 
miner and  general  gaol  delivery  in  the  county  to  answer  unto  all  such 
matters  and  things  as  shall  then  and  there  be  objected  against  such 
offender  (unless  he  shall  be  sooner  thence  discharged  by  due  course 
of  law)  or  the  said  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  may  take 
surety  according  to  their  discretion  for  the  appearance  of  the  offender 
at  such  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  gaol  delivery  as  afore- 
said then  and  there  to  answer  in  manner  aforesaid  at  the  said  court  of 
general  sessions  of  the  peace  may  take  surety  only  for  the  good  behaviour 
of  the  offender  or  may  permit  him  to  go  at  large  without  surety  as  the 
said  court  in  their  discretion  shall  judge  fit.  —  Provided  always  that  PtotIso 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  in  any  wise  to  restrain  offeoders 
the  supreme  court  of  judicature  of  this  State  or  any  of  the  justices  of  gay 
the  said  court  from  dealing  with  such  offender  according  to  law  for  any  with%c- 
crime  of  which  such  offender  may  be  accused  or  indicted  before  the  said  JJjJJ?^ 
court  or  with  which  such  offender  may  be  charged  before  any  justice  of 
the  said  court. 


CHAP.  52. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  John  Cantine  and  others. 

Passed  the  27th  of  March,  1783. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented  in  colonel 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  Cantine 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  John  Cantine  Esquire  colonel  of  a  SumB^^ 
regiment  of  militia  in  Ulster  county  to  pay  unto  John  Lasher  commis-  jShimto 
sary  of  militar)-  stores  for  this  State  all  such  sums  of  money  as  are  oommis- 
charged  to  the  said  John  Cantine  by  the  said  commissary  for  amunition  miSta^ 
drawn  by  the  said  John  Cantine  out  of  the  military  store  for  the  use  of  J^jJ^j'" 
his   regiment,  and  the  said  John  Lasher  is  hereby  authorized  and  re-  credit,  etc. 
quired  to  receive  in  payment,  bills  of  credit  of  this  State  issued  in  pur- 
suance of  the  resolution  of  congress  of  the  eighteenth  day  of  March  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  at  their  nominal  value,  at  the  rates 
at  which  the  said  amunition  at  the  respective  times  of  the  delivery 
thereof  was  charged  to  the  said  John  Cantine;  and  if  at  the  time  of  the 
delivery  of  any  of  the  said  amunition,  any  part  thereof  was  charged  in 
Continental  money,  that  the  said  commissary  shall  receive  for  such  dol- 
or parts  thereof,  one  dollar  in  the  said  bills  of  credit  for  every  forty  part 
lars  of  Continental  money  at  which  the  same  was  charged  at  the  time  of 
the  delivery  thereof. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it  shall  and  John  Van- 
may  be  lawful  for  John  Vandeusen  quarter  master  of  a  regiment  of  mil-  mtSw 
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money  re-  itia  commanded  by  Colonel  Johannes  Snyder  to  pay  unto  the  said  John 
In  hia  Lasher  commissary  of  military  stores,  all  sums  of  money  remaining  in  his 
same'man-  ^^^^^  for  amunition  drawn  out  of  the  said  store  and  issued  to  the  men 
oer.  belonging  to  the  regiment  of  the  said  Colonel  Snyder  in  the  same  bills 

of  credit,  and  in  the  same  manner  as  is  directed  by  this  act  to  be  paid 
by  the  said  John  Cantine  for  amunition  by  him  drawn  out  of  the  said 
store, 
aram*  ^i-        ^^^  ^^  ^^  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  residue 
tioD  to  be  of  the  amunition  drawn  out  of  the  said  store  which  has  been  issued  by 
given.         tjjg  g^^  Jqj^^  Vandeusen  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  said  Colonel 
Snyder  and  for  which  he  did  receive  no  pay  shall  be  credited  by  the 
said  commissary  of  stores  to  the  account  of  the  said  John  Van  Deusen 
in  full  discharge  for  all  the  amunition  drawn  out  of  the  said  store  by  the 
said  John  Van  Deusen  for  the  use  of  the  said  regiment  any  thing  to  the 
contrary  thereof  notwithstanding. 
Au^tor  to      And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  auditor  of 
accounts    the  State  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  liquidate  and 
named.      certifie  the  accounts  of  Mathew  Cantine  Jonathan  Lawrence  and  William 
Harpur  Escjuires  formerly  appointed  by  the  convention  of  this  State  to 
be  commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  exploring  mines  of  lead  and  sul- 
phur charging  them  separately  and  only  for  such  sums  of  money  as  it  shall 
appear  that  they  have  respectively  received  from  the  treasurer  of  the 
State. 
^oTisoas      And  whereas  Colonel  Alexander  Webster  of  Charlotte  county  has  by 
iai™f '"^^'^  his  memorial  represented  that  he  received  a  quantity  of  amunition  out 
Webster     ^^  ^^  State  magazine  which  he  delivered  to  the  officers  of  his  regiment 
commanding  companies  with  express  directions  for  receiving  on  the  is- 
sues thereof  pay  for  the  same. 

And  whereas  the  militia  composing  the  same  regiment  refuse  to  re- 
ceive the  said  amunition  on  the  terms  above  mentioned. 

And  wherecLs  on  pressing  emergencies  in  the  frontier  situation  wherein 
the  said  regiment  resided  the  said  Alexander  Webster  was  compelled 
by  reasons  which  regarded  the  public  safety  to  give  orders  for  the  issu- 
ing of  the  said  amunition  for  which  no  pay  has  been  received. 
Colonel  ^^  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  said  Alexan- 

roi^Sled  ^^^  Webster  be  and  he  is  hereby  released  and  discharged  from  any  de- 
from  mands  which  this  State  may  have  against  him  on  account  of  the  said 

Uabiutj.     amunition. 

^ojJwaB  And  whereas  Zepheniah  Batchellor  of  Tryon  county  did  on  the 
ednees  of  twenty  second  day  of  May  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 


^'S^lior.  ^^g^ty  stand  indebted  to  this  State  for  about  fifteen  bushels  of  salt  by 


Ba] 


him  sold  or  to  be  sold  at  the  rate  of  eight  shillings  Continental  money 
per  quart 

And  whereas  on  the  said  day  the  house  of  the  said  Zepheniah  Batch- 
ellor was  burnt  by  the  enemy  and  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of 
part  of  the  said  salt  and  the  remainder  of  the  salt  unsold  was  destroyed 
or  taken  away. 

Indebted-  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  said  Zephc- 
miah  Batchellor  be  and  he  is  hereby  released  and  discharged  from  the 
debt  so  due  by  him  to  this  State,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing. 

ProTiao  as  And  whereas  Peter  Yates  late  a  supervisor  of  the  district  of  Schachta- 
ment*''  kook  in  the  county  of  Albany  was  prosecuted  to  judgment  by  Udny 
M^n»»  Hay  Esquire  agent  of  this  State  before  John  F.  Beeckman  Esquire  an 
Tateefor  alderman  of  the  city  of  Albany  and  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for 
penalty.     ^^  county  of  Albany  for  the  penalty  of  twenty  pounds  supposed   to 


nessre- 
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have  been  forfeited  On  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  procuring  a  quantity 
of  wheat  by  an  equal  tax  in  kind  passed  the  twenty  seventh  day  of 
March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  one. 

And  whereas  it  apppears  that  the  said  conviction  was  had  on  the  said 
act  on  a  non  delivery  by  the  said  Peter  Yates  of  a  copy  of  the  tax  list  of 
the  said  district  to  the  said  State  agent  or  one  or  his  assistants. 

And  whereas  for  reasons  appearing  sufficient  to  the  legislature,  the 
said  penalty  and  cost  on.  the  said  conviction  ought  to  be  remitted. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  Peter  Penalty 
Yates  be  and  he  is  hereby  fully  and  absolutely  released  and  discharged  SSwhSSSd 
of  and  from  the  said  penalty  and  all  costs  of  conviction  thereon. 


CHAP.  53. 

AN  ACT  to  prolong  April  term  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  three. 

Passed  the  27th  of  March,  1783. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Term  of 
Senate  and  Assembly ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  tended^" 
That  the  term  of  the  supreme  court  of  judicature  to  commence  and  be 
held  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  April  next,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  declared 
to  be  extended  and  prolonged  until  the  Saturday  third  day  of  May  next, 
and  that  besides  the  usual  return  days,  the  last  Tuesday  and  last  day  in 
the  said  term  so  prolonged  shall  be  return  days  of  the  said  term. 


CHAPe  54. 

A  SUPPLEMENTARY  ACT  to  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
provide  for  the  temporary  government  of  the  southern  ports  of 
this  State  whenever  the  enemy  shall  have  abandon  or  be  dis- 
possessed of  the  same  and  until  the  legislature  can  be  con- 
vened." 

Passed  the  27th  of  March,  1783. 

Whereas  upon  the  present  prospect  of  a  conclusion  of  a  general  preamble, 
peace  between  the  several  beligerent  powers  in  Europe  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  the  southern  district  and  other  ports  of  this  State 
may  in  that  case  soon  be  evacuated. 

And  whereas  it  appears  necessary  that  provision  should  be  made  for 
contingencies  which  may  arise  and  are  not  provided  for  by  an  act  enti- 
tled **  An  act  to  provide  for  the  temporary  government  of  the  southern 
ports  of  this  State  whenever  the  enemy  shall  abandon  or  be  dispossessed 
of  the  same  and  until  the  legislature  can  be  convened "  passed  the 
twenty  third  October  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the   State   of  New   York  oovernor 
represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  JJjJg**®'' 
of  the  same  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  his  excellency  the  named . 
governor  or  person  administering  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  ^^^^^ 
time  being  wrth  any  seven  or  more  of  the  persons  described  in  the  act  ^J,^^ 
aforesaid  to  make  any  convention  or  conventions  with  the  commander  00m- 
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^tofofoff'  in  chief  of  the  British  force  for  the  speedy  obtaining  possession  of  the 
posBewioD  southern  district  of  this  State,  or  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  possession 
enfdii?  ^^  ^^y  post  or  place  occupied  by  the  British  troops  and  for  giving  those 
triot,  etc.    troops  the  protection  they  may  be  entitled  to  by  any  treaty  of  peace  or 

the  laws  of  nations  as  the  said  persons  may  in  their  discretion  judge 

proper: 
Proviso  A8       Provided  always  that  such  convention  or  conventions  shall  not  con- 
to  time,      tinue  in  force  for  any  longer  time  than  until*  the  British  troops  shall 

actually  leave  this  State. 
Neoeasary       ^«^  ^g  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  be 
to  take      lawful  for  his  excellency  the  governor  or  person  administering  the  gov- 
to^^-''  ernment  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  with  seven  or  more  of  the 
sued.         persons  described  in  the  act  aforesaid  to  pursue  such  effectual  measures, 

as  they  shall  deem  expedient  and  necessary  for  taking  possession  of  the 

posts  occupied  by  the  British  troops  in  the  northern  and  western  parts 

of  this  State  and  for  maintaining  garrisons  in  the  same;  until  the  further 

order  of  the  legislature  herein. 
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OF  SAID  STATE. 


CHAP.  1. 

AN  ACT  to  lay  a  duty  of  tonnage  on  vessels  for  defrajring  the 
expence  of  the  lighthouse  at  Sandy  Hook. 

Passed  the  12th  of  February,  1784. 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in  Duty 
Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  levied. 
That  a  duty  of  four  pence  per  ton  shall  be  levied  and  collected  on  all 
vessels  which  shall  arrive  from  sea  into  the  port  of  New  York  excepting 
vessels  the  property  of  citizens  of  this  State  while  actually  employed  on 
whaling  or  coasting  voyages,  and  all  vessels  the  entire  property  of  citi- 
zens of  any  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  not  exceed  the  burthen  of 
sixty  tons  carpenters  tonnage. 

That  for  the  orderly  collection  of  the  said  duty  it  shall  be  lawful  for  ^^^  ^  i^^ 
the  master  and  wardens  of  the  port  of  New  York,  who  are  or  shall  be  appointed 
appointed  by  the  council  of  appointment,  to  appoint  a  clerk  to  execute  ^  ®°  ^^^ 


the  duties  enjoined  upon  him  by  this  act. 

That  every  master  or  commander  of  a  vessel  claiming  an  exemption  Masters 
from  the  said  duty  shall  if  required  make  oath  before  the  said  clerk  or  ciaimiM 
in  his  absence  before  any  of  the  said  wardens  who  are  hereby  respect-  S  iS&e^'" 
ively  empowered  to  administer  the  same.     That  according  to  the  best  pJ^Jity 
of  his  knowledge  and  belief  such  vessel  is  a  whaling  or  a  coasting  vessel  for  failure 
entitled  to  exemption  from  the  said  duty,  according  to  the  true  intent  tS  SeSfon 
meaning  of  this  act;  and  in  case  of  refusal  to  take  the  said  oath  such  arrival, 
master  or  commander  shall  be  liable  not  only  to  the  duty  of  tonnage 
the  penalties  in  such  cases  to  be  imposed  by  this  act.     That  every  mas- 
ter of  a  vessel  subject  to  the  said  duty  who  shall  not  within  twenty-four 
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hours  after  his  arrival  into  the  said  port  make  report  to  the  said  clerk 
of  his  arrival,  and  of  the  burthen  of  his  vessel,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for 
every  such  neglect  the  sum  of  fifteen  pounds.  That  every  master  or 
commander  of  a  vessel  subject  to  the  said  duty,  shall  within  three  days 
after  the  arrival  of  such  vessel  in  the  said  port  from  sea,  make  report 
of  the  dimensions  thereof  to  the  said  clerk;  and  at  the  same  time  make 
oath  before  him,  or  if  a  Quaker,  an  affirmation  in  form  following  to  wit — 
"  I.  A.  B.  master  or  commander  of  the  do  swear  (or  affirm) 

that  her  length  upon  the  main  deck  from  the  after  part  of  the  stem,  to 
the  after  part  of  the  stem  post  is  and  that  her  breadth 

upon  the  midship  beam,  outside  of  both  wales  after  taking  off  four 
inches  for  the  thickness  of  one  wale  is  and  no  more. 

And  if  a  single  decked  vessel  **  The  depth  of  the  hold  is 
and  no  more,"  which  form  being  entered  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that 
purpose,  the  blanks  thereof  are  properly  to  be  filled  up  and  being  sworn 
or  affirmed  to,  by  such  master,  or  commander,  he  is  likewise  to  sign  the 
same.  And  if  any  master  or  commander  of  a  vessel  liable  to  the  said 
duty  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  report  on  oath  or  affirmation  in 
manner  and  in  the  time  before  mentioned.  Or  shall  be  suspected  of 
make  oath,  having  made  a  fraudulent  report,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  clerk  in 
either  case,  to  cause  a  shipwright  or  other  fit  person  on  oath  to  survey 
and  take  the  exact  dimentions  of  such  vessel,  and  compute  the  contents' 
of  her  tonnage,  by  the  rule  herein  after  prescribed,  and  to  make  report 
thereof  to  the  said  clerk  accordingly;  and  the  master  or  commander  of 
such  vessel  shall  be  subject  not  only  to  the  full  duty  of  tonnage,  and 
likewise  to  the  charges  of  surveying,  which  however  shall  not  exceed 
the  sum  of  ten  shillings;  and  in  the  case  of  a  fraudulent  report  of  ton- 
•  nage,  the  master  or  commander  guilty  thereof  shall  moreover  forfeit 
and  pay  to  the  said  clerk  the  sum  of  eight  shillings  for  every  ton  unre- 
ported by  him. 

II.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  duty 
shall  be  paid  within  six  days  after  such  vessel's  arrival  in  port,  and 
every  master  owner  or  factor  liable  thereto  shall  fail  to  make  such  pay- 
ment as  aforesaid^  within  the  time  above  mentioned,  shall  pay  double 
the  tonnage  hereinbefore  directed.     That  the  tonnage  of  vessels  shall 
computed,  be  computed  in  manner  following,  that  's  to  say.     Three-fifths  of  the 
beam  to  be  deducted  from  the  length  of  the  main  deck,  the  remainder 
multiplied  by  the  breadth  of  the  beam,  that  sum  to  be  multiplied  by 
half  the  breadth  of  the  beam  for  the  depth  of  the  hold,  that  divided  by 
ninety-five  to  be  the  contents  of  the  vessel  in  tons,  but  if  a  single  deck 
vessel  to  multiply  her  length  and  breadth  by  her  depth  in  the  hold  from 
skin  to  skin  and  divide  as  above. 
Clearanoe       III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  not 
gnoi^      lawful  for  the  officers  of  the  customs  within  this  State,  or  any  of  them, 
tm  duty  Is  to  clear  any  vessel  subjected  to  the  said  duty  of  tonnage,  before  it  shall 
appear  to  such  officers  by  a  certificate  under  the  hand  of  the  said  clerk 
that  the  duty  aforesaid  is  paid  and  discharged  for  such  vessel. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  clerk 
be  for  the  time  being  of  the  master  and  warden  of  the  said  port  of  New 
York,  shall  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized,  and  required  to  receive  and 
collect  the  duty  of  tonnage,  to  arise  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  if  need 
be  to  sue  for  the  sam  in  his  own  name,  to  administer  the  oaths  and 
affirmations,  and  receive  the  reports  before  mentioned;  and  also  to  sue 
in  his  own  name  for  the  fines  and  forfeitures,  that  shaQ  be  incurred,  by 
any  person  or  persons,  whomsoever  for  breach  of  this  act,  or  any  part 
thereof;   and  further  to  do  and  perform  all   other  acts  proper  and 
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necessary  for  securing  and  collecting  the  said  duty;  and  upon  the 
recovering  thereof  he  shall  give  a  certificate  or  receipt  for  the  same 
gratis. — But  for  the  report,  and  oath  or  affirmation  above  mentioned,  Fees. 
he  may  demand  and  receive  one  shilling  and  no  more;  and  he  is  hereby 
enjoined  to  keep  exact  books  of  the  said  duty  of  tonnage,  and  of  what 
shall  arise  from  time  to  time  by  the  same. —  And  to  render  accounts  Tosooount 
thereof,  upon  oath,  to  either  branch  of  the  legislature,  or  the  auditor  of  ^ilf*"**' 
the  State,  when  by  them  respectively  thereunto  required. 

V.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  duty  Duty  to  be 
of  tonnage  and  of  fines  and  forfeitures  that  shall  or  may  arise  for  any  ^y  uie^' 
breach  of  this  act,  shall  be  sued  for,  and  recovered  before  the  mayor  mayor, 
recorder  and  aldermen,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  or  any  two  or  more  of  ®*^* 
them,  whereof  the  mayor  or  recorder  to  be  one. 

VI.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^    That  the  said  clerk  aerk  to 
shall  be  allowed  for  his  services  at  and  after  the  rate  of  forty  pounds  JSrty" 
per  annum,  out  of  the  monies  to  be  raised  and  collected  by  virtue  of  pounds  foi 
this  act;  and  that  the  residue  thereof  shall  tie  paid  to  the  master  and  tum  an^^ 
wardens  of  the  port  of  New  York,  to  be  by  them  applied  for  and  to-  JJjJto' 
wards  the  supporting  and  defraying  the  necessary  expences  of  the  light-  master 
house  at  Sandy  Hook,  in  such  manner  as  to  them  in  their  discretion  SensT"^ 
shall  seem  fit,  keeping  fair  and  regular  accounts  of  all  their  proceedings 

and  expenditures,  to  be  rendered  on  oath  or  affirmation  to  either  branch 
of  the  legislature,  or  the  auditor  of  the  State,  when  thereunto  required. 

VII.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  person  Peualtyfor 
shall  wilfully  remove  damage  or  destroy  any  buoy  which  shall  be  fixed  Amoving 
by  the  authority  of  the  said  master  and  wardens  for  the  direction  of  buoy, 
mariners,  such  offender  for  every  offence  shall  suffer  one  years  imprison- 
ment, and  moreover  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds;  which   • 
forfeiture  the  master  and  wardens  aforesaid  are  hereby  empowered  to 

sue  for  in  their  own  names,  in  any  court  of  record  in  this  State,  and  to 
apply  the  same -for  the  use  of  the  said  light-house,  in  the  manner 
directed  in  the  last  preceeding  clause. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  Offloiai 
said  clerk  for  the  time  being,  shall  previous  to  entering  on  the  execution  bondcS 
of  his  office  take  an  oath  before  the  mayor  or  recorder  of  the  city  of  clerk. 
New  York,  that  he  will  well  faithfully  and  impartially  execute  the  duties 
required  of  him  by  this  act,  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
ability;  and  shall  also  enter  into  a  recognizance  before  the  said  mayor 

or  recorder  in  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  with  one  surety  in  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  conditioned.  That  he  will  faith- 
fully and  impartially  execute  the  said  trust  according  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  abilities  and  that  he  will  pay  all  the  monies  by  him  to 
be  received  by  virtue  of  this  act  to  the  said  master  and  wardens  of  the 
said  port  of  New  York,  from  time  to  time,  as  they  shall  require  the 
same;  only  deducting  therefrom  the  allowance  made  him  by  this  act  for 
his  services. 

IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  this  act  Act  to  con 
shall  continue  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  February  which,  will  be  in  the  ^JJSS  t?ii 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  six.  f ^hS*^ 


588 


LAWS  OF  NEW  YORK. 


[Chap.  2. 


CHAP.  2. 


Preamble. 


Time 

within 

which 

Henry 

Remsen 

mavtake 

oath*  etc. 


First 

divition  of 
money  to 
be  made 
in  elffht 
months. 


Assignees 
may  de- 
liver 
bonds, 
etc,  to 
creditors. 


AN  ACT  for  the  further  relief  of  Dirck  Jansen  and  his  creditors. 

Passed  the  14th  of  Februaiy,  1784. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  the  legislature,  that  some  un- 
avoidable circumstances  have  prevented  Henry  Remsen  one  of  the 
assignees  named  in  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dirck 
Jansen  and  his  creditors  "  from  taking  the  oath  prescribed  in  and  by 
the  said  act,  within  the  time  in  and  by  the  said  act  for  that  purpose 
limitted. 

AnJ  whereas  it  has  also  been  suggested  that  it  is  expedient  and  neces- 
sary to  enable  the  assignees  of  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  to  discharge  the 
trusts  reposed  in  them  in  and  by  the  said  act  with  greater  ease  and  the 
least  expence,  that  the  said  Henry  Remsen  should  join  in  the  execution 
of  the  same,  that  a  further  day  for  making  the  first  division  of  the  monies 
arising  from  the  produce  of  the  estate  of  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  should 
be  given. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  repre- 
sented in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the 
same^  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  Henry  Rem- 
sen, within  ten  days  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  to  take  the 
oath  in  the  said  act  mentioned,  in  like  manner  as  is  directed  and  pre- 
scribed in  and  by  the  said  act;  and  that  from  and  immediately  after 
the  said  Henry  Remsen  shall  have  taken  such  oath,  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  to  and  for  the  said  Henry  Remsen,  to  join  with  the  other  assignees 
in  the  said  act  named,  in  the  execution  and  performance  of  the  trusts  in 
and  by  the  same  reposed  in  the  said  assignees,  in  like  manner  as  if  the 
said  Henry  Remsen  had  taken  the  said  oath,  before  the  expiration  of 
one  month  after  the  passage  of  the  said  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  first 
division  of  the  monies  arising  from  the  produce  of  the  estate  of  the 
said  Dirck  Jansen,  shall  and  may  be  made  within  the  space  of  eight 
months  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  any  thing  in  the  said 
herein  before  mentioned  act  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  not- 
withstanding. And  if  the  whole  estate  of  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  shall 
not  be  settled  on  said  first  division,  the  said  assignees  of  the  said  Dirck 
Jansen,  or  any  three  of  them,  shall  and  may  proceed  to  such  further  and 
other  division  or  divisions  thereof,  in  the  mode  and  at  the  times  for  those 
purposes  limitted  and  directed  in  and  by  the  said  act;  such  times  to  be 
nevertheless  computed  and  taken  from  the  time  the  said  first  division 
shall  be  made  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  assignees,  or  any  three  of  them,  on 
making  any  division  or  divisions  directed  and  prescribed  in  and  by  the 
said  act,  to  assign  and  deliver  any  obligations,  bonds,  bills  penal  or 
single,  promissary  note  or  other  securities  to  any  of  the  creditors  of  the 
said  Dirck  Jansen,  who  shall  elect  the  same  rateable  proportions,  in  .sat- 
isfaction of  the  dividend  or  dividends  to  which  such  creditors  may  re- 
spectively become  entitled  on  such  division  or  divisions  as  aforesaid. 
And  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  such  obligations,  bonds,  bills  penal 
or  single,  promissary  notes  or  other  securities  shall  be  assigned  by  the 
said  assignees,  or  any  three  of  them,  shall  and  may  commence  and 
prosecute  any  action  or  actions  in  the  name  of  the  assignees  of  the  said 
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Dirck  Jansen,  for  the  recovery  of  the  monies  due  on  such  obligations, 
bonds,  bills  penal  or  single,  promissary  notes  or  other  securities,  against 
the  person  or  persons  by  whom  the  same  were  respectively  executed  or 
given,  his  her  or  their  heirs  executors  or  administrators,  in  like  manner 
as  if  such  assignment  by  the  assignees  aforesaid,  had  never  been  made ; 
provided  always  that  any  creditor  or  creditors  of  the  said  Dirck  Jansen  creditors 
who  shall  elect  and  receive  such  assignments  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  if  Jl^^ 
the  person  or  persons  who  shall  have  executed  or  given  such  obligations,  etc.,  not 
bonds,  bills  penal  or  single,  promissary  notes  or  any  other  security,  by  ^^une 
any  of  the  creditor  or  creditors  received  as  aforesaid,  his  her  or  their  ^  estate, 
heirs  executors  or  administrators,  should  prove  insolvent,  or  have  no 
assets  to  satisfy  the  monies  due  thereon  respectively,  recover  any  com- 
pensation for  the  loss  by  such  creditor  or  creditors  sustained  by  the 
means  aforesaid,  against  the  said  assignees  or  any  of  them;  but  from 
any  compensation  therefor  from  the  said  assignees  he  she  or  they  shall 
be  barred  and  forever  excluded. 


CHAP.  3. 

AN  ACT  to  revive  and  continue   in  force  certain   ordinances 
therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  19th  of  February,  1784. 

Whereas  in  and  by  a  certain  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  State  Preamble, 
passed  the  twenty  third  day  of  October  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide 
for  the  temporary  government  of  the  southern  ports  of  this  State  when- 
ever the  enemy  shall  abandon  or  be  dispossessed  of  the  same,  and  un- 
till  the  legislature  can  be  convened  "  certain  persons  therein  mentioned 
or  described  were  constituted  and  appointed  a  council  and  vested  with 
power  and  authority  among  other  things  to  make  ordinances  for  certain 
purposes  in  the  said  act  mentioned. 

j4nd  whereas  by  a  certain  other  act  passed  the  twenty  seventh  day  of 
March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  three  entitled  "  A  sup- 
plementary act  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  temporary  govern- 
ment of  the  southern  ports  of  this  State  whenever  the  enemy  shall 
abandon  or  be  dispossessed  of  the  same  and  until  the  legislature  can  be 
convened  "  certain  other  powers  were  given  to  the  said  council. 

And  whereas  by  the  first  above  mentioned  act  it  is  provided  that  the  ibid, 
powers  and  authorities  of  the  said  council  with  all  and  every  their  ordi- 
nances shall  cease  determine  and  become  void  on  the  sixteenth  day  after 
the  first  day  on  which  they  shall  meet,  or  on  the  first  day  after  a  quorum 
of  both  houses  of  the  legislatures  shall  be  convened  after  the  enemy  shall 
abandon  or  be  dispossessed  of  the  southern  district  of  this  State  which- 
soever shall  first  happen  by  virtue  of  which  provision  the  ordinances 
passed  by  the  said  council  have  expired. 

And  whereas  sufficient  legislative  provision  hath  not  nor  can  imme- 
diately be  made  for  the  government  of  the  said  southern  ports  of  this 
State  other  than  by  enacting  that  the  several  ordinances  hereinafter 
mentioned  be  revived  and  continued  in  the  manner  hereinafter  men- 
tioned. 
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Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre- 
sented in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  samCy  That  the  ordinance  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to 
have  the  superintendence  of  the  poor  in  the  city  of  New  York  passed 
the  first  day  of  December  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  three. 

The  ordinance  to  prevent  breaches  of  the  peace  in  the  southern  dis- 
tnct,  and  to  enable  persons  having  just  debts  and  demands  to  recover 
the  same  passed  the  first  day  of  December  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty  three. 

The  supplementary  ordinance  to  the  ordinance  for  securing  debts 
and  demands  passed  the  fifteenth  day  of  December  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  three — The  ordinance  for  preventing  intrusions  on 
forfeited  lands,  and  giving  remedies  in  cases  where  possessions  are  tor- 
tuously withheld  from  persons  who  removed  from  the  southern  district 
on  the  invasion  thereof  in  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy 
six.  Passed  the  seventeenth  day  of  December  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty  three. — And  the  ordinance  for  vesting  the  estate  of  the 
corporation  of  Trinity  Church  in  the  trustees  therein  named  passed  the 
twelfth  day  of  January  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  four,  be, 
and  they  hereby  are  revived  and  continued  in  full  force  and  virtue 
untill  the  rising  of  the  legislature  at  this  their  present  meeting. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  and  every 
person  and  persons  who  have  heretofore  acted  by  or  under  any  or  either 
of  the  ordinances  passed  by  the  said  council  be  indemnified  and  saved 
harmless  therefor,  and  that  all  matters,  and  things  so  done  conformable 
with  the  directions  in  such  ordinances,  or  either  of  them  contained,  be, 
and  they  hereby  are  made  good  and  valid  in  the  law. 


Duty 
levied  on 
goods  sold 
at  public 
auctions. 


CHAP.  4. 

AN  ACT  for  the  regulation  of  sales  by  public  auction. 

Passed  the  20th  of  February,  1784. 

Preamble.       Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  provision  should  be  made  for  the  better 
regulation  of  sales  at  public  vendue  or  auction  within  this  State. 

I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State^  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  encuted  by  the  authority  of  the 
same^  That  all  goods,  wares,  merchandize  and  effects  whatsoever,  which 
shall  or  may  at  any  time  or  times  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this 
act  be  exposed  to  sale  at  public  vendue  auction  or  outcry  within 
this  State,  by  any  vendue  master  or  vendue  masters,  auctioneer  or 
auctioneers,  or  by  any  person  whatsoever  who  shall  be  duly  qualified 
and  licenced  as  by  this  act  is  hereafter  prescribed  and  directed,  shall  be 
struck  off  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  shall  be  and  hereby  are  declared  to 
be  made  subject  to  a  duty  of  two  pounds  ten  shillings  for  every  hundred 
pounds  of  the  value  or  price  at  which  the  same  shall  be  sold  as 
aforesaid,  and  at  and  after  the  same  rate  for  every  greater  or  lesser  sum, 
to  be  paid  by  such  person  or  persons  who  shall  so  sell  and  dispose  of  the 
same.  And  in  all  cases  where  the  vendue  master  or  auctioneer  or 
the  owner  or  owners  of  such  goods  so  exposed  to  ^ale,  or  any  person  or 
persons  employed  by  them,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  shall  be  the  highest 
bidder,  the  said  goods  shall  be  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  said  duties, 
as  if  they  had  been  sold  to  any  other  person. 
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II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  no  per-  jj'^'y^ 
son  or  persons  whatsoever  other  than  such  person  or  persons  authorized  penK>Ds  to 
and  licenced  in  the  manner  herein  after  prescribed,  shall  from  and  after  J[J*tmwS 
the  passing  of  this  act  sell,  dispose  of,  or  expose  to  sale  at  public  ven-  auotioD. 
due  auction  or  out  cry,  within  this  State,  any  goods,  wares,  merchandize 

or  effects  whatsoever.  And  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for 
the  persons  hereinafter  mentioned  and  described,  by  licence  under  their 
hands  respectively,  to  authorize  and  impower  such  person  or  persons, 
citizen  or  citizens  of  this  State,  or  any  other  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  as  shall  or  may  apply  for  the  same,  qualified  as  in  and  by  this 
act  is  required  and  prescribed,  to  act  as  vendue  master  or  vendue  mas- 
ters, auctioneer  or  auctioneers,  in  the  counties  in  which  such  person  or 
persons  granting  such  licence  or  licences  shall  respectively  be  mayor 
recorder  or  judge;  —  that  is  to  say  in  the  city  and  county  of  New  York  Officers 
the  mayor  thereof  or  in  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  said  office,  the  recor-  mn  ™*^ 
der  of  the  said  city  and  county  for  the  time  being,  in  the  city  of  Albany,  n^ensei. 
the  mayor  thereof,  or  in  case  of  vacancy  in  the  said  office,  the  recorder 
of  the  said  city  for  the  time  being,  and  in  the  county  of  Albany,  and  in 
the  other  counties,  the  first  judge  of  the  inferior  court  of  common 
pleas  of  the  said  counties,  or  in  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  said  office,  or 
absence  of  such  judge,  either  of  the  judges  of  such  court  in  the  said 
counties  respectively. 

III.  Arji  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  no  licence  U^nsee 
shall  be  granted  to  any  person  or  persons  in  the  manner  herein  before  ^Sl® 
mentioned,  untill  such  person  or  persons  applying  for  such  licence,  shall 

have  entered  into  a  recognizance  fo  the  people  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
with  two  sufficient  freeholders  as  sureties,  before  the  mayor,  recorder,  or 
judge,  who  shall  grant  such  licence,  in  the  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds 
lawful  money  of  the  said  State,  conditioned  for  the  payment  of  the  duty  Condition 
herein  before  mentioned,  to  the  treasurer  of  the  State  for  the  time  being;  ®'* 
and  also  that  the  person  or  persons  licenced  as  venduemaster,  or  vendue 
masters,  auctioneer  or  auctioneers,  shall  in  all  things  well  truely  and  faith- 
fully, behave  and  conform  himself  or  themselves  according  to  the  true  in- 
tent and  meaning  of  this  act :  Of  the  record  of  which  recognizance  the  Du^oates 
mayor,   recorder,  or  judge  before  whom   the   same  was  taken,   shall  made, 
make  duplicates,  one  whereof  to  be  delivered  as  soon  as  conveniently 
may  be  to  the  treasurer  of  this  State,  and  the  other  to  be  retained  by 
such  mayor,  recorder  or  judge  in  his  own  possession;  and  until  the  per-  certiflcate 
son  or  persons  so  applying  for  such  licence,  shall  produce  to  the  mayor  Sjj^^pl^L 
recorder  or  judge  to  whom  he  or  they  shall  make  application  for  a  licence,  duced  by 
a  certificate  subscribed  by  at  least  six  reputable  inhabitants  of  the  city  applying 
or  coimty,  of  known  and  undoubted  attachment  to  the  American  cause  toriicenae. 
to  be  approved  by  the  said  mayor,  recorder,  or  judge;  and  which  inhab- 
itants shall  severally  declare  upon  oath  the  truth  of  the  matter  by  them 
certified,  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief,  before 
such  mayor,  recorder  or  judge,  or  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county, 
who  are  hereby  authorized  to  administer  such  oath,  and  at  the  time  of 
such  subscribing,  being  convened  together  for  that  purpose,  that  the 
person  or  persons  in  whose  favor  such  certificate  is  given,  hath  uni- 
formly and  unequivocally  since  the  ninth  day  of  July  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  six,  demeaned  himself  or  themselves  as 
friendly  and  well  affected  to  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  the  constitution  and  government  of  this  State,  and  hath  or  have  taken 
an  active  or  decided  part  to  establish  and  support  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy  That  every  ven-  ^<^»*"* 
due  master  or  vendue  masters,  auctioneer  or  auctioneers,  qualified  and  rendered 
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licenced  as  in  and  by  this  act  is  directed,  and  during  the  continuance 
thereof,  who  shall  sell  and  dispose  of  any  goods,  chatties,  wares,  mer- 
chandize or  effects,  at  public  vendue  auction  or  outcry,  shall  within 
twenty  days  after  the  expiration  of  every  three  months,  the  first  three 
months  to  be  computed  from  the  date  of  the  licence  granted  to  such 
vendue  master  or  vendue  masters,  auctioneer  or  auctioneers,  respec- 
tively, render  a  just  and  true  account  in  writing,  by  him  or  them 
respectively  with  his  or  their  name  or  names  subscribed,  to  the  treasurer  of 
this  State  for  the  time  being,  of  all  goods,  wares,  merchandize  or  effects  by 
him  or  them  sold  at  public  vendue  auction  or  out-cry,  from  the  time  of 
his  or  their  appointment,  or  the  time  that  the  last  account  by  him  or 
them  was  rendered  to  the  treasurer  as  aforesaid;  the  price  thereof,  and 
the  days  when  the  same  were  respectively  sold,  distinguish  and  specify 
in  such  account  the  articles  and  value  thereof  by  him  or  them  so  sold, 
and  not  subject  to  duty,  from  those  which  are  liable  thereto  by  virtue 
this  act;  and  shall  thereupon  take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation  be- 
fore the  said  treasurer,  which  oath  or  affirmation  the  said  treasurer  is 
hereby  authorized  to  administer  viz.     I  do  solemnly  and 

sincerely  swear  (or  if  of  the  people  called  Quakers  affirm,)  that  the 
account  now  exhibited  by  me,  and  to  which  I  have  subscribed  my  name, 
contains  a  just  and  true  account  of  all  the  goods,  wares  merchandize 
and  effects,  sold  by  me  within  the  time  mentioned  in  the  said  account, 
and  the  value  thereof,  as  well  those  which  are  subject  to  duty,  as  others, 
and  of  the  days  upon  which  the  same  were  respectively  sold  —  so 
help  me  God.  And  such  vendue  master  or  vendue  masters,  auctioneer 
or  auctioneers  respectively,  shall  within  ten  days  after  the  rendering  of 
such  account,  and  taking  the  said  oath,  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  this  State 
for  the  time  being,  the  amount  of  the  duty  upon  such  account  of  sales 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  thereof. 
Provided  always,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  vendue  mas- 
ter or  auctioneer  whose  place  of  residence  shall  be  more  than  sixty 
miles  from  the  city  of  New  York,  to  render  his  said  account,  and  to 
pay  the  amount  of  such  duties  as  by  this  act  he  is  directed  to  pay  unto 
the  treasurer  of  this  State,  within  twenty  days  of  the  expiration  of  every 
six  months;  the  first  six  months  to  be  computed  from  the  date  of  the 
licence  granted  to  such  vendue  master  or  auctioneer. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  ven- 
due master  or  vendue  masters,  auctioneer  or  auctioneers,  shall  neg- 
lect or  refuse  to  deliver  such  account  on  oath,  and  to  pay  the  duty 
within  the  time  limited  as  aforesaid,  he  or  they  so  neglecting  or  re- 
fusing shall  respectively  forfeit  three  hundred  pounds  lawful  money 
of  this  State,  for  every  such  offence,  which  forfieture  the  treasurer  of  this 
State  for  the  time  being,  is  hereby  impowered  and  directed  to  sue  for 
and  recover  in  the  name  of  and  for  the  people  of  this  State,  in  any  court 
of  record  within  the  same.  And  every  vendue  master  or  vendue  mas- 
ters, auctioneer  or  auctioneers,  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  render 
such  account,  and  pay  the  duty  according  to  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  this  act,  shall  be  deemed  for  such  neglect  or  refusal,  to  have 
forfeited  his  or  their  licence,  and  be  thereafter  disqualified  from  acting 
as  a  vendue  master  or  auctioneer  by  virtue  thereof. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  any  perso: 
or  persons  who  shall  presume  to  sell  or  dispose  of  any  goods,  ware^ 
merchandize  or  effects,  by  way  of  public  vendue  auction  or  outcn 
without  having  previously  obtained  a  licence  as  in  and  by  this  act 
before  directed  and  prescribed,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  lik 
money  aforesaid,  for  each  respective  article  so  exposed  to  sale,  to  I 
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recovered  in  manner  as  hereinbefore  directed.  Provided  always,  and  be 
it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  no  vendue  master  or 
vendue  masters,  auctioneer  or  auctioneers,  shall  expose  to  sale  at  public 
vendue  auction  or  outcry  within  the  city  of  New  York,  or  of  Albany, 
any  goods,  wares,  merchandize  or  effects  liable  to  the  duty  aforesaid, 
but  at  their  respective  houses  or  stores,  except  rum,  wine,  brandy, 
molasses,  indigo,  rice,  coffee,  cotton,  sugar,  cordage,  tobacco,  mahogany, 
logwood,  brasilletto,  tustick,  camwood,  earthenware  in  crates  or  casks 
and  provisions  in  casks,  under  the  penalty  of  ten  pounds  like  money  as 
aforesaid  for  every  such  offence,  to  be  recovered  in  manner  as  is  here- 
inbefore directed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy  That  any  and  Penalty 
every  vendue  master,  or  vendue  masters,  auctioneer  or  auctioneers,  who  fSg^Sw 
shall  receive  or  accept  of  any  higher  or  further  reward  for  his  or  their  rewajd  for 
services  in  the  sale  or  disposal  of  any  goods,  wares,  merchandizes  or  SoocSat 
effects,  which  shall  or  may  be  committed  to  his  or  their  care  or  manage-  than'sum 
ment,  then  at  and  after  the  rate  of  two  pounds  ten  shillings  for  every  Darned, 
hundred  pounds  in  value,  to  which  the  said  goods,  wares,  merchandize 
or  effects,  by  him  or  them  actually  sold  and  disposed  of  shall  amount, 
unless  a  previous  agreement   shall  be  made  in  writing  between  the 
owner  of  such  goods,  wares,  merchandizes,  or  effects,  and  such  vendue 
master  or  auctioneer,  for  a  higher  or  further  award,  shall  forfeit  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  like  money  as  aforesaid,  for  every  such 
offence,  which  forfeiture  shall  be  recovered  in  the  manner  hereinbefore 
directed.     Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  Proviso 
aforesaid,  that  all  lands  and  tenements,  and  goods  belonging  to  this  pro^ny'* 
State,  or  the  United  States  of  America,  and  all  goods  and  chatties  which  J/J^fduty 
shall  or  may  be  seized  by  any  public  officer,  for  or  on  account  of  any 
forfeiture  or  forfeitures,  penalty  or  penalties,  ships  and  vessels,  goods 
and  effects  of  deceased  persons,  or  goods  distrained  for  rent  or  taken  in 
execution,  effects  of  insolvent  debtors,  utensils  of  husbandry,  goods 
damaged  at  sea,  and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  owners  or   insurers 
within  twenty  days  after  same  shall  be  landed,  under  the  inspection  of 
the  master  and  port  wardens  of  the  port  of  New  York,  or  of  such  in- 
spector or  inspectors  as  are  herein  after  mentioned  horses,  neat  cattle, 
hogs,  sheep,  and  also  all  articles  the  growth,  produce  or  manufacture  of 
this  State  shall  in  nowise  be  subject  to,  but  are  hereby  exempted  and 
declared  free  from  the  duty  above  mentioned,  and  may  be  sold  by  any 
person  or  persons  being  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  this  State,  in  any  part  of 
this  State,  ofher  than  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  anything  here- 
inbefore contained,  to  the  contrary  in  anywise  notwithstanding.     And 
that  goods  damaged  at  sea,  and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  owners  or 
insurers  in  any  other  city  or  county  in  this  State,  than  the  city  of  New 
York,  shall  be  sold  under  the  inspection  of  such  person  or  persons  as 
shall  be  thereunto  appointed  by  the  civil  officers  in  such  city  or  county 
respectively,  who  by  this  act  are  authorized  to  grant  licences  to  vendue 
masters  or  auctioneers  ;  and  the  said  civil  officers  are  hereby  authorized 
and  required  to  appoint  in  each  such  city  or  county  one. or  more,  not 
exceeding  three  discreet  persons  to  be  inspectors  of  such  damaged  goods 
as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  no  bell  man  Bell  men 
or  cryer  shall  be  employed  at  any  vendue  or  auction  in  the  city  of  New  Jmpi^ed 
York,  except  at  the  sale  of  such  articles  as  by  this  act  are  allowed  to  be  *^  »***«  ** 
sold  at  other  places  than  the  residence  of  the  respective  vendue  masters,  otbe?than 
or  auctioneers ;  and  that  every  person  acting  as  bell  man  or  cryer  at  Sfj[JSti?n< 
any  vendue  or  auction  in  the  city  of  New  York,  except  as  before  ex-  eers. 
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cepted,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  offence  the  sum  of  twenty 
shillings  with  costs  of  suit,  to  any  person  who  will  first  sue  for  the  same, 
before  any  of  the  aldermen  of  the  said  city. 
Fees  for         And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  mayor 
BSSio.*     recorder  or  judge  who  shall  grant  such  licence,  and  take  such  recogni- 
zance in  manner  as  by  this  act  is  required,  shall  not  exact  or  receive  any 
greater  or  other  fees  than  the  sum  of  ten  shillings  for  taking  the  said 
recognizance,  and  granting  the  said  licence  as  aforesaid. 
Distinct  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  treasurer 

bekept.^  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  shall,  and  is  hereby  required,  to  keep 
exact  and  distinct  accounts  of  the  monies  to  arise  from  time  to  time  by 
virtue  of  this  act. 
Fraud  or        And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid y  That  if  any  person 
execution  ^^  ^^  guilty  of  any  fraud  or  deceit  in  the  execution  of  this  act,  or  in 
of  act.  how  eluding  or  defeating  the  operation  thereof,  such  person  shall  on  being 
punu  ed.  i^g^Hy  convicted  thereof,  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  as  a 
penalty  for  every  such  offence,  when  recovered,  to  be  paid,  the  one  half 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  State,  for  the  use  of  the  State,  and  the  other  half 
to  the  use  of  the  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same. 


CHAP.  5. 

AN  ACT  relative  to  the  gaols  in  Suffolk,  King's,  Queen's,  Rich- 
mond  and  Westchester  counties,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned. 

Passed  the  2d  of  March,  1784. 

Preamble.       WHEREAS  the  gaol  and  court-house  in  the  county  of  Westchester,  was, 
in  the  fall  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six,  de- 
stroyed by  fire;  whereby  the  said  county  is  without  a  gaol. 
Prisoners        Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  repre- 
™  mmftted  ^^^^^^  ^^  Senate  and  Assembly  ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
to  Jail        the  same^  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of 
sheri1?iSy  Westchester,  the  officers  and  ministers  of  justice  in  and  for  the  said 
keeoer*      county,  for  the  time  being,  to  commit  any  prisoners  which  they  respec- 
etc.    ^*      tively,  now  have,  or  hereafter  may  have  in  custody  upon  civil  process, 
to  the  gaol  of  the  burrough  town  of  Westchester,  in  like  manner  as  -if 
the  same  was  the  proper  gaol  of  the  county;  and  the  sheriff  of  the  said 
county,  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  a  keeper  of  the  said  gaol,  dur- 
ing the  time  the  said  sheriff  shall  make  use  of  the  same  that  if  the  gaol- 
room  in  the  said  gaol,  shall  be  thought  by  the  said  sheriff,  to  be  insuffi- 
cient for  the  purpose  of  safely  keeping  prisoners,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  said  sheriff,  to  cause  the  said  gaol-room  to  be  repaired  and  secured 
in  such  manner  as  he  shall  think  necessary;  and  that  the  expences  at- 
tending such  repairs,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  as  the  other  contingent 
Proviso  as  charges  of  the  said  county  are  levied  and  paid.     Provided,  that  nothing 
oftownfof  ^^  ^^^s  act  contained,  shall  be  construed  to  impair  the  right  which  the 
West-        corporation  Of  the  burrough  town  of  Westchester,  have  heretofore  had, 
c  ester.      ^^  ^^^  hereafter  legally  have,  to  the  use  of  the  said  gaol,  in  such  man- 
ner as  the  said  corporation  by  its  charter,  have  had,  or  may  hereafter 
legally  have. 
Proviso  as      And  whereas  the  gaol  in  the  bCirrough  town  of  Westchester  contains 
to^room  in  Q^\y  ^^^  room  for  prisoners;  and  it  may  may  in  some  cases,  be  improper, 
to  confine  prisoners  upon  civil  process  and  prisoners  upon  criminal  pro- 
cess, in  one  and  the  same  room. 
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And  whereas  the  gaols  of  the  counties  of  Kings,  Queens,  and  Rich- 
mond, are  not  sufficient  for  the  safe  detention  of  prisoners. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and  Prisoners 
may  be   lawful   for    the   sheriffs   of  the  counties  of  Kings,  Queens,  Ifamed  **^ 
Richmond  and  Westchester  respectively,  and  the  officers  and  ministers  criminal 
of  justice  in  and  for  the  said  counties,  and  they  are  hereby  respectively  process 
authorized,  having  criminal  process,  and  the  custody  of  prisoners  therein,  ^mm?t- 
to  commit  such  prisoners  to  the  gaol  of  the  people  of  this  State,  in  the  ted  to  jail 
city  and  county  of  New  York,  on  the  sheriff  of  the  county  from  whence  York.^ 
such  prisoners,  on  criminal  process,  shall  be  committed,  paying  or  secur- 
ing to  be  paid  to  the  gaoler  of  the  gaol  at  New  York  the  expence  of 
supporting  and  maintaining  such  prisoners  respectively,  to  be  charged 
by  such  sheriff  to  his  county,  and  levied  and  paid  as  the  other  contin- 
gent charges  of  the  county  shall  be  levied  and  paid;  and  the  gaoler  of 
the  said  gaol  at  New  York,  shall  receive  such  prisoners,  and  be  answer- 
able for  them  in  like  manner,  as  for  other  prisoners  delivered  into  his 
custody. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  sheriffs  Also  those 
of  the  counties  of  Kings,  Queens  and  Richmond,  at  the  risk  of  such  J,^^  J^ 
sheriffs  respectively,  may  commit  prisoners  on  civil  process,  to  the  said  cess  at 
gaol  at  the  city  of  New  York,  until  proper  gaols  in  the  said  counties  J^pTOtive 
respectively  shall  be  provided.  sheriffs. 

And  whereas  the  court  house  and  gaol  in  the  county  of  Suffolk  have 
been  greatly  injured  during  the  late  war  — 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  supervisors  SuperjlsOTs 
of  the  several  towns,  manors,  precincts,  and  districts,  in  the  said  county,  2ounty*to 
for  the  time  being,  shall,  and  they  hereby  are  required  to  direct  to  be  j!|IJj^  ^ 
raised  and  levied,  on  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  county,  court 
for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  said  court  house  and  gaol,  a  sum  not  J2{|"  *°^ 
exceeding  three  hundred  pounds,  which  sum  shall  be  raised,  levied  and 
collected,  in   like  manner  with  the   other   contingent   and  necessary 
charges  of  the  said  county. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  supervisors  of  To  meet 
the  said  county,  shall  meet  at  the  usual  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  su-  pSint^s- 
pervisors  of  the  said  county,  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  March  next,  and  *®«*- 
such  supervisors,  or  a  majority  of  them,  then  and  there  present,  are 
hereby  im  powered  and  required  to  appoint  three  persons  as  trustees, 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  money  so  raised,  and  to  superintend  the 
repairing  such  court  house  and  gaol. 

Aud  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  monies  so  to  be  Monevs 
raised  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  paid  and  delivered  by  the  several  S^^icUo 
and  respective  collectors,  of  the  towns,  manors,  precincts  and  districts  trustees. 
in  the  said  county,  unto  such  trustees  as  aforesaid,  and  such  trustees,  or 
any  two  of  them,  shall  and  may  from  time  to  time  inspect,  examine, 
audit  and  pay,  the  several  respective  accounts  for  labour  done,  and  ma- 
terials provided,  on  repairing  the  said  court   house  and  gaol. 

And  whereas  the  legislature  by  con  currentresolution  of  both  houses.  Proviso  as 
did  on  the  eleventh  day  of  February  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  renTreso^ 
eighty  four,  resolve,  "  That  Daniel  Wells  Esquire  of  South  Hold  in  Suf-  J.2JJ^°„*^ 
folk  county,  be  authorized  to  repair  one  of  the  gaol  rooms  of  the  said  to  repair- 
county,  with  all  convenient  speed,  so  that  the  same  may  be  suitable  for  ihejail*'' 
the  reception  and  confinement  of  prisoners,  and  that  the  legislature  at  rooms, 
their  present  meeting,  by  law  would  make  provision,  that  the  expence 
of  such  repairs  be  paid  by  the  said  county. 

JBe  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  T^at  the  said  trustees  •^Jg^/^^'Jn^ 
GT  any  two  of  them,  shall  and  may  inspect,  examine  and  audit,  the  ac-  pay  ac- 
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counts  of  the  said  Daniel  Wells  for  labour  done,  and  materials  provided, 
in  repairing  the  said  gaol  room^  and  pay  the  same  out  of  the  monies  to 
be  raised  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  treasurer 
of  the  said  county,  for  the  time  being,  hereafter  to  be  appointed,  is 
hereby  authorized,  to  bring  an  action  of  trespass,  in  any  court  of  record 
within  this  State,  having  cognizance  of  the  same,  against  any  person  or 
persons  who  may  have  injured  or  destroyed  any  part  of  the  said  court 
house  or  gaol,  during  the  late  war,  in  which  action  the  defendant  or 
defendants  shall  be  held  to  bail,  and  such  action  shall  be  finally  deter- 
mined in  the  court  in  which  the  same  shall  be  brought,  and  the  monies 
to  be  recovered  by  such  treasurer  shall  be  paid  into  the  county  treas- 
ury, for  the  use  of  the  said  county. 


CHAP.  O. 


Processes, 
on  what 
da7tol>e 
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general 
session 
of  the 
peace  may 
be  held  in 
New  York. 


AN  ACT  relative  to  the  courts  of  the  common  pleas  and  gen- 
eral sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  city  and  county  of  New  York 
and  the  other  counties  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  2d  of  March,  1734. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 
That  all  processes  to  be  issued  in  the  several  inferior  courts  of  common 
pleas  and  courts  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  city  and  county 
of  New  York,  and  the  counties  of  Suffolk,  Queens,  Kings  and  Richmond, 
between  the  passing  of  this  act  and  the  next  ensuing  term  of  each  re- 
spective court  shall  be  tested  on  the  day  which  would  have  been  the  test^ 
had  the  said  several  courts  been  held  uninterruptedly  and  that  all  pro- 
cesses hereto  tore  issued  in  such  courts  as  aforesaid  since  the  twenty 
fifth  day  of  November  last,  and  tested  as  aforesaid  shall  be  deemed  legal 
any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  encuted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawfuU  to  and  for  the  justices  of  the  courts  of  general  ses- 
sions of  the  peace  for  the  city  and  county  of  New  York  or  any  other 
counties  aforesaid  respectively  to  hold  a  general  session  of  the  peace  at 
any  time  which  they  may  respectively  appoint  between  the  passing  of 
this  act  and  the  next  usual  term  of  holding  such  courts. 


Preamble. 


CHAP.  7. 

AN  ACT  to  repeal  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  an 
act  "  To  empower  justices  of  the  peace,  mayors,  recorders  and 
aldermen  to  try  cases  to  the  value  of  ten  pounds  and  under, 
and  to  repeal  sundry  acts  therein  mentioned." 

Passed  the  12th  of  Mardi,  1784. 

Whereas,  in  and  by  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  act  entided  an  act 
to  empower  justices  of  the  peace,  mayors,  recorders  and  aldermen,  to 
try  causes  to  the  value  of  ten  pounds  and  under,  and  to  repeal  sundry 
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acts  therein  mentioned,  passed,  eleventh  April,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty  two,  it  is  provided  that  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to 
commence  any  suit  or  process  in  any  court  of  record,  either  of  law  or 
equity  within  this  State  until  he,  she,  or  they  shall  first  take  the  oath  in 
the  said  section  prescribed,  which  provision  since  the  restoration  of  peace 
is  attended  with  many  inconveniences,  and  is  become  unnecessary. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre-  Bect^n 
sentedin  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  JSSed.'^ 
same^  That  the  said  fourteenth  section  of  the  said  act,  and  every  matter 
and  thing  contained  therein  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 


CHAP.  8. 

AN  ACT  to  enable  the  freeholders  of  the  town  of  Huntington  to 
hold  their  annual  town  meetings  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  April. 

Passed  the  17th  of  March,  1784. 

Whereas  the  trustees  of  the  freeholders  and  commonalty  of  the  town  Preamble, 
of  Huntington  in  Suffolk  county,  by  their  petition  in  behalf  of  them- 
selves and  the  said  freeholders,  have  set  forth,  that  by  their  charter  bear- 
ing date  the  fifth  day  of  October  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
six  hundred  and  ninety  four,  they  are  obliged  to  hold  their  annual  town 
meetings  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  May,  which  is  found  to  be  attended 
with  great  inconvenience,  and  have  prayed  the  legislature  to  enable  them 
to  hold  the  said  meetings  at  an  earlier  period. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre-  Annua] 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  encuted  by  the  authority  of  the  {^^°|n« 
same.  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  and  may  be  to  be  held 
lawful  to  and  for  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Hunt-  Tuesday  in 
ington  as  aforesaid,  to  hold  their  annual  town  meetings  on  the  first  Tues-  -^P^i. 
day  in  April  in  every  year,  and  on  no  other  day,  and  then  elect  trustees, 
a   supervisor,  town  clerk,  assessors,  constables,  overseers  of  the  poor, 
overseers  of  the  highways  and  fence  viewers:  and  at  such  annual  town 
meetings  to  make  all  such  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  said  town, 
and  to  transact  all  such  business  in  the  same  manner  as  it  was  lawful 
for  them  to  do  at  their  annual  town  meetings  heretofore.     Any  law,  usage 
or  custom  to  the  contrary,  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 


CHAP.  9. 

'*  AN  ACT  to  remove  doubts  which  may  have  arisen  respecting 
the  charter  rights  of  the  minister  elders  and  deacons  of  the 
Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  the  city  of  New  York,     • 
in  consequence  of  the  late  invasion  of  this  State.** 

Passed  the  17th  of  March,  1784. 

Whereas  the  operation  of  the  charter  of  incorporation  to  the  min-  pf^^mbi^ 
ister  elders  and  deacons  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  granted  by  the  late  King  William  the  third  bear- 
ing date  the  eleventh  day  of  May  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
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six  hundred  and  ninety-six,  hath  been  suspended  by  the  war  lately  waged 
by  the  present  king  of  Great  Britain,  against  the  United  States  of 
America.  In  order  therefore,  to  put  the  said  corporation  in  the  said 
state  of  activity  which  they  enjoyed  at  the  commencement  of  the  said 
war. 
Charter,  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 
eto^fcon-  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
Wnued^  That  the  said  charter  and  all  and  singular  the  estates,  rights,  powers, 
'  authorities,  liberties,  priviledges,  franchises,  prehemminences  and  im- 
munities thereby  granted  and  confirmed,  and  which  the  said  corporation 
and  the  men^bers  thereof  did  actually  hold,  exercise  and  enjoy,  on  the 
nineteenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five 
by  virtue  of  the  said  charter,  or  by  virtue  of  any  act  of  the  legislature 
of  this  State,  whilst  the  same  was  the  colony  of  New  York,  shall  be,  con- 
tinue, and  enure  in  full  force,  virtue,  and  efficiency,  to  all  intents,  con- 
structions and  purposes  in  the  law  whatsoever,  notwithstanding  any 
non-user  or  mis-user  thereof  or  of  any  part  thereof  between  the  eigh- 
teenth day  of  April,  one  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and 
the  day  of  the  passing  of  this  act.  And  that  all  and  singular  the  members 
of  the  said  corporation  shall  be  fully  able,  and  capable  in  the  law  to 
exercise  all  and  singular  the  powers  and  authorities  to  their  several  and 
respective  offices  and  places  belonging,  as  well  as  their  joint  and  several 
authorities,  in  the  election  or  appointment  of  such  officers  as  ought  to 
have  been  elected  or  appointed  by  them  jointly,  or  by  any  one  or  more 
of  them  seperately  at  such  times  as  are  directed  by  the  said  charter  or 
the  said  laws,  notwithstanding  any  want  of  conformity  to  the  said  charter, 
or  the  said  laws  in  such  election  or  appointments,  or  either  of  them. 
And  that  the  minister,  elders  and  deacons,  who  from  an  adherance  to 
the  cause  of  their  country,  were  compelled  by  the  British  army  to  leave 
the  said  city,  or  such  of  them  as  since  the  evacuation  of  the  said  city  by 
the  said  army,  returned  thereto,  shall  be  taken,  and  deemed  to  be  the 
minister,  elders  and  deacons  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  untill  others  shall  be  appointed  or  elected  in 
their  stead,  according  to  the  said  charter. 
Proyiso  as  And  whereas  there  is  contained  in  the  said  charter  or  letters-patent,  a 
to  mfScT  clause,  giving  power  to  the  said  minister  elders  and  deacons,  by  and 
with  the  consent  and  advice  of  the  members  in  communion  of  the  said 


menta.  church,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  to  make  rates  and  assessments  upon 
all  and  every  of  the  members  in  communion  of  the  said  church,  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  money  for  the  payment  of  the  yearly  stipends  and 
salaries,  of  the  respective  officers,  of  the  said  church  and  also  for  repair- 
ing, amending,  and  enlarging  the  said  church  and  steeple,  belfry,  ceme- 
try  or  church  yard,  and  other  things  necessary,  belonging  to  the  said 
church,  which  power  having  heretofore  never  been  exercised.  And  the 
present  minister  elders  and  deacons,  being  willing  to  surrender  the  same. 
Power  ^^  a  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That   the 

exer^aed  ^^^^^^said  power,  shall  not  at  any  time  hereafter  be  exercised  by  the 
and  aame  present  minister  elders  and  deacons,  or  their  successors:  but  shall  be 
abrogated.  ^^^  ^^  same  is  hereby  altogether  abrogated,  repealed,  and  annulled. 
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CHAP.  10. 

AN  ACT  imposing  duties  on  the  importation  of  certain  goods 
wares  and  merchandize. 

Passed  the  22d  of  March,  1784. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the- People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorky  represented  in  Senate  Duties 
and  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  Jropo^^ 
from  and  after  the  passing  and  during  the  continuance  of  this  act  woods 
all  such  goods  wares  and  merchandize  hereinafter  enumerated  and  °*™®**- 
mentioned  which  shall  be  imported  and  brought  into  this  State  by 
land  or  water,  shall  be  subject  to  the  duties  and  impost  hereinafter 
mentioned  that  is  to  say,  every  gallon  of  maderia  wine  the  sum  of  six 
pence,  every  gallon  of  any  other  kind  or  quality  of  wine  the  sum 
of  three  pence,  every  gallon  of  rum  brandy  or  other  distilled  spiritious 
liquors  the  sum  of  four  pence,  for  every  gallon  of  shrub  or  any  other 
liquors  of  which  the  greater  part  is  distilled  liquors,  the  sum  of  four 
pence  every  pound  of  Bohea  tea  the  sum  of  four  pence  every  pound  of 
Hyson  tea,  and  all  other  teas  of  a  superior  quality  the  sum  of  one  shil- 
ling and  six  pence,  every  pound  of  coffee  the  sum  of  one  penny,  every 
pound  of  chocolate  the  sum  of  three  pence,  every  pound  of  loaf  sugar 
the  sum  of  three  pence,  every  hundred  pounds  weight  of  raisons  cur- 
rants prunes  or  figgs,  and  after  that  rate  for  a  greater  or  lesser  quantity 
the  sum  of  three  shillings,  every  pound  of  snuff  the  sum  of  one  shilling, 
every  coach  or  chariot  imported  from  Europe  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds, 
every  other  four  wheel  carriage  imported  from  Europe  the  sum  of  ten 
pounds,  every  curricle,  chaise  chair  kittereen  and  sulky  imported  from 
Europe,  the  sum  of  five  pounds,  every  bushel  of  malt  imported  from 
Europe  the  sum  of  four  pence  every  gallon  of  porter  ale  beer  or  cyder 
imported  from  Europe  the  sum  of  one  shilling,  every  pound  of  manu- 
factured tobacco  the  sum  of  four  pence,  every  pound  of  cheese  imported 
from  Europe  the  sum  of  two  pence,  every  ounce  of  wrought  plate  the 
sum  of  one  shilling,  every  ounce  of  wrought  gold  the,  sum  of  four  shil- 
lings, ever  clock  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings,  every  gold  watch  the  sum 
of  twenty-four  shillings,  every  other  watch  the  sum  of  eight  shillings 
every  beaver  or  beaverett  hatt  the  sum  of  eight  shillings;  every  castor 
hat  the  sum  of  three  shillings,  every  hundred  weight  of  cordage  the  sum 
of  four  shillings,every  hundred  weight  of  hollow  iron  ware  the  sum  of  four 
shillings,  every  dozen  of  scythes  syths  or  axes,  the  sum  of  twelve  shillings, 
every  saddle  of  European  manufacture  the  sum  of  eight  shillings,  every 
pair  of  men  or  womens  leather  or  stuff  shbes  imported  from  Europe  the 
sum  of  four  pence,  every  pair  of  womens  silk  shoes  the  sum  of  one  shil- 
ling, every  pair;  of  boots  imported  from  Europe  the  sum  of  two  shillings, 
every  pound  of  dressed  or  tanned  leather  the  sum  of  two  pence,  every 
dozen  packs  of  playing  cards  the  three  shillings  and  all  other  goods  wares 
and  merchandize  not  herein  before  enumerated,  of  foreign  growth  or 
manufacture,  the  sum  of  two  pounds  ten  shillings  for  every  hundred 
pounds  value,  prime  cost,  and  after  that  rate  for  a  greater  or  lesser 
quantity  (excepting,  cocoa,  raw  hides,  molasses  coals,  brick,  pan  tiles, 
unmanufactured  tin  in  blocks,  and  goods  wares  and  merchandize  of  the 
growth  product  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States  of  America  or  any 
of  them.     And  for  the  more  effectual  collection  of  the  said  duties 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  master  mate  Master, 
or  purser  of  every  ship  or  other  vessel  which  shall  during  the  continu-  purser  u> 
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ance  of  this  act  arrive  at,  or  come  to  any  port  creek  or  harbour  within 
this  State,  if  such  ship  or  other  vessel  shall  come  to  any  port  creek  or 
harbour  in  this  State  to  the  southward  or  eastward  of  the  port  of  New 
York,  (excepting  Sagg  Harbour  in  the  county  of  Suffolk)  within  seventy 
two  hours  after  the  arrival  of  such  ship  or  other  vessel  in  such  port 
creek  or  harbour,  or  if  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  arrive  at  or  come  to  the 
port  of  New  York,  within  twenty  four  hours  after  such  arrival  at  the  said 
port  of  New  York,  shall  deliver  to  the  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York 
an  exact  and  true  manifest  under  his  hand  of  all  and  every  such  pack- 
ages, bales,  casks,  chests,  trunks,  cases  or  boxes,  and  of  all  such  goods 
wares  and  merchandize  stowed  in  bulk  in  such  ship  or  other  vessel,  and 
which  such  ship  or  other  vessel  had  on  board  at  the  time  such  ship  or 
other  vessel  left  the  port  from  which  she  last  sailed,  or  at  any  time  since 
and  which  manifest  shall  particularly  specify  the  mark  or  marks  number 
or  numbers  of  such  packages,  bales,  casks,  chests,  trunks,  cases  or  boxes, 
and  the  name  or  names  of  the  person  or  persons  who  are  proprietor  or 
proprietors,consignee  or  consignees  of  such  packages,  bales,  casks,  chests, 
trunks,  cases  or  boxes,  and  such  goods  wares  or  merchandize  stowed  in 
bulk,  in  such  ship  or  other  vessel  as  aforesaid;  and  such  master,  mate  or 
purser,  shall  upon  exhibiting  such  manifest  to  the  collector,  take  and 
subscribe  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  which  oath  or  affirmation 
the  collector  is  hereby  empowered  to  administer,  that  is  to  say, 

I  of  the  called  the  do  swear  [or  if  of  the  people  called 

Quakers  affirm]  that  the  manifest  now  by  me  exhibited  and  delivered  to 
the  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York  is  true,  and  that  no  more  or  other 
packages, .bales  casks,  chests,  trunks  cases  or  boxes,  or  other  goods  wares 
or  merchandize,  than  those  mentioned  in  the  said  manifest  were  on  board 
the  said  vessel  when  she  left  the  port  of  or  at  any  time  since,  and 

that  the  said  vessel  last  sailed  from  the  said  port  of       so  help  me  God. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in  the  first 
blank  in  the  said  above  prescribed  oath  or  affirmation  the  name  of  the 
person  swearing  or  affirming,  and  whether  he  is  master  mate  or  purser 
shall  be  inserted,  in  the  second  blank  the  species  of  the  vessel,  whether 
ship  snow  brigantine  or  vessel  of  any  other  denomination,  in  the  third 
blank  in  the  said  above  prescribing  oath,  the  name  of  the  ship  or  other 
vessel,  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  blanks  thereof  the  name  of  the  other  port 
or  place  from  which  such  ship  or  other  vessel  last  sailed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  master 
of  any  ship  or  other  vessel  arriving  at,  or  coming  to  any  port  creek  or 
harbour  in  the  State,  shall  land  put  on  shoar  or  unload  within  this  State 
any  goods  wares  or  merchandize  before  such  manifest  shall  be  exhibited, 
and  such  oath  taken  as  herein  before  mentioned,  and  before  he  shall 
have  paid  the  duties  or  entered  into  such  security  as  herein  is  after  men- 
tioned, every  such  master  so  offending  shall  forfeit  a  sum  equal  to  double 
the  value  of  such  goods  wares  or  merchandize,  so  landed  put  on  shore 
or  unloaded,  to  be  recovered  and  applied  in  the  manner  herein  after 
mentioned. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  any  master  of 
any  ship  or  other  vessel  arriving  at  or  coming  into  any  port  creek  or  har- 
bour in  this  State,  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  deliver  such  manifest 
and  take  such  oath  or  affirmation  as  aforesaid  within  the  times  herein  be- 
fore for  that  purpose  limitted,  shall  for  every  such  neglect  or  refusal  for- 
feit the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  to  be  recovered  and  applied  in  the 
manner  herein  after  mentioned. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  mer- 
chant factor  or  other  person  shall  land  or  put  on  shore  any  goods  wares 
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or  merchandize,  before  he  or  they  have  duly  entered  the  same  with  the  gj^®'®** 
collector,  and  paid  or  secured  the  payment  of  the  duty  thereof,  accord-  felted.*^' 
ing  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  all  such  goods  wares 
and  merchandize  so  landed  or  put  on  shore,  shall  be  forfeited,  to  be  re- 
covered and  applied  in  the  manner  herein  after  mentioned. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  whenever  the  if  oollec- 
coUector  shall  suspect  that  the  manifest  exhibited  to  him  by  the  master  ^JJJ^ 
mate  or  purser  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  does  not  contain  a  true  and  just  ac-  manifest 
count  of  the  goods  wares  and  merchandize  imported  in  such  vessel,  such  {fe^may*^"* 
collector  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  enter  into  any  such  ship  or  enter  ship, 
other  vessel,  and  either  by  himself  or  by- a  land  and  tide  waiter  to  be  ^^, 
appointed  by  him  for  that,  purpose,  to  take  an  account  of  all  packages,  ®*^* 
bales,  casks,  chests,  trunks,  cases  or  boxes,  goods  wares  or  merchandize, 
which  shall  be  unloaded,  and  if  any  part  of  the  packages,  bales,  casks, 
chests,  trunks,  cases,  boxes,  goods  wares  or  merchandize,  shall  be  taken 
'out  of  the  said  ship  or  vessel  after  the  collector  shall  have  made  known 
to  the  master  or  owner  his  suspicion  of  a  false  manifest,  after  sun-setting 
and  before  sun-rising,  or  at  any  other  time  without  notice  thereof  being 
previously  given  to  the  collector,  such  conduct  shall  be  deemed  sufficient 
evidence  of  fraud  in  the  manifest,  and  such  master  shall  in  every  such 
case  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  to  be  recovered  and  applied 
in  the  manner  herein  after  mentioned. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and  When 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  collector  whenever  the  said  collector  or  lS,°Six^ 
such  land  and  tide  waiter  as  he  shall  appoint  for  the  inspection  of  the  Jjj**^**®^ 
bales,  packages,  casks,  chests,  trunks,  cases,  or  boxes  goods  wares  or  mer- 
chandize, which  shall  be  unladed  as  aforesaid,  shaUbe  withdrawn  from 
such  ship  or  other  vessel  after  sun-setting  and  before  sun-rising,  to  affix 
a  lock  or  locks  to  the  hatches  of  such  ship  or  other  vessel  or  to  any 
other  place  to  which  the  said  collector  shall  deem  it  necessary  to  have 
locks  affixed,  effectually  to  prevent  the  goods  wares  or  merchandize  in 
such  ship  or  other  vessel  from  being  taken  out  in  such  manner,  that  such 
hatches  or  other  places  cannot  be  opened  without  breaking  or  opening 
such  locks,  and  after  locking  the  said  locks,  the  said  collector  shall  re- 
tain the  key  or  keys  of  such  locks,  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  any  of  the 
said  hatches  have  been  opened,  or  any  of  the  locks  shall  have  been  broken 
in  the  absence  of  such  collector  or  land  and  tide  waiter,  whom  he  shall 
appoint  as  aforesaid  that  then  and  in  every  such  case,  the  opening  of 
the  said  hatches,  or  breaking  of  any  of  the  said  locks,  shall  be  deemed 
sufficient  evidence  of  fraud;  and  the  master  of  such  ship  ox  other  vessel 
shall  in  every  such  case  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  to  be 
recovered  and  applied  in  the  manner  herein  after  mentioned. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  after  entry  is  Merchants 
made  in  the  manner  herein  before  mentioned  of  any  ship  or  other  vessel,  JJjJ  'J^' 
every  merchant  factor  or  other  person  having  goods  wares  or  merchan-  make  par- 
<lize  on  board  such  ship  or  other  vessel  shall  make  particular  entry  with  entry'by 
such  collector  by  exhibiting  to  the  collector  the  original  invoices  of  such  5j£inai"* 
goods  wares  and  merchandize,  and  delivering  certified  copies  thereof  invoices, 
under  the  hands  of  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  exhibit  such  invoices,  ®*^* 
to  the  said  collector,  and  shall  take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation, 
which  said  oath  or  affirmation  the  said  collector  is  hereby  authorized 
to  administer,  that  is  to  say.   I  do  swear  (or  if  of  the  people  Form  of 

called  Quakers  affirm)  that  the  paper  by  me  exhibited  to  the  collector  SkSo*^  ^ 
of  the  port  of  New  York  contains  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and 
l>elief  a  true  invoice  of  all  the  goods  wares  and  merchandize  contained 
in  a  certain  package  [bale  &c  as  the  case  may  be]  marked  and  numbered 
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as  in  the  said  invoice  is  specified  and  described;  and  that  the  said  in- 
voice also  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief  contains  a  true 
account  of  the  price  for  which  the  said  goods  wares  and  merchandize 
have  been  bona  fide  purchased,  and  that  if  any  goods  wares  or  merchan- 
dize other  than  those  mentioned  in  such  invoice  exhibited  to  the  said 
collector  shall  be  contained  in  such  package  (bale  &c  as  the  case  may 
be)  or  if  I  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  receive  any  other  invoice  than 
that  now  exhibited,  of  such  goods  wares  or  merchandize,  I  will  forth 
with  after  discovering  such  goods  wares  or  merchandize,  or  receiving 
such  invoice,  exhibit  an  account  of  such  goods  wares  or  merchandize,  or 
such  invoice  to  the  said  collector,  so  help  me  God. 
Certlfloate  -^«^  ^^  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  collector 
iS^^.yjP  shall  thereupon  give  a  certificate  to  the  merchant  factor  or  other  person 

of  amount  ,  ,  ,\  .      p       ,    .         .  .-   .         ,  ,  t      i         ^  -x 

of  duties    havmg  exhibited  such  mvoice,  specif ymg  that  such  person  hath  exhib- 
due,  etc.    j^^^  ^^  invoice  of  the  packages,  bales,  casks,  chests,  trunks,  cases,  boxes, 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandize  therein  mentioned,  according  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  this  act;  and  also  specifying  the  amount  of  the 
When        duties  thereon  due ;  and  file  the  copies  of  such  invoice  in  his  office.   And 
be  p^d*^    every  merchant  factor  or  other  person  so  having  goods  wares  or  mer- 
or  bond      chandize  on  board,  such  ship  or  other  vessel  shall  if  the  duties  amount 
to  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  pounds,  forthwith  pay  the  same  to  the 
collector ;   but  if  such  duties  amount  to  more  than  twenty  pounds,  well 
and  sufficiently  secure  the  payment  of  the  duties  due  on  the  goods  wares 
and  merchandize  respectively  belonging  or  consigned  to  such  merchant 
factor  or  other  person,  by  bond  to  be  given  by  him  or  her  to  the  collec- 
tor, with  two  sufficient  sureties  for  tl\e  payment  of  such  duties,  within 
Certlfloate  three  months  from  the  date  thereof.     That  after  such  payment  shall  be 
beirtveu^    made  or  security  given  the  collector  shall  give  to  the  person  or  persons 
after  pay-    paying  or  securing  the  same  as  aforesaid,  a  certificate  thereof  directed 
ment.  etc.  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^iq  land  and  tide  waiters  specifying  the  packages  bales  casks, 
chests,  trunks,  cases  or  boxes,  and  the  goods  wares  and  merchandize 
stored  in  bulk,  for  which  the  duties  have  been  paid  or  secured  to  be 
paid;  and  thereupon  such  goods  wares  and  merchandize  maybe  landed 
without  any  further  let  or  obstruction. 
Disputes         ^«^  ^^  i^  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  dis- 
how*toMbe*  P^*^^  ^^^^^  2,x\%^  concerning  the  value  of  any  such  goods  wares  or  mer- 
settled.      chandize,  subject  by  this  act  to  the  duty  of  two  pounds  ten  shillings  for 
every  hundred  pounds  value  as  aforesaid,  the  collector  shall  nominate 
and  appoint  one  merchant,  and  the  importer  another,  who  shall  appraise 
and  ascertain  •  the  .value  of  such  goods  wares  or  merchandize  at  the 
place  from  whence  they  were  imported,  to  the  best  of  their  judgments^ 
and  according  to  such  appraisment  which  is  to  be  at  the  sole  charge  of 
the  importer  the  real  value  of  such  goods  is  to  be  ascertained.      That 
such  merchants  shall  previous  to  such  appraisement  take  an  oath  which 
oath  any  justice  of  the  peace  is  hereby  authorized  to  administer,  well  and 
truly  to  appraise  such  goods  wares  and  merchandize  to  the  best  of  their 
skill  and  knowledge,  and  that  if  the  two  merchants  so  appointed  shall 
not  agree  in  their  appraisment  such  merchants  shall  jointly  appoint 
another  who  being  sworn  as  aforesaid  shall  join  in  the  said  appraisment 
and  if  any  two  of  the  said  three  merchants  shall  agree  they  shall  deter- 
mine the  value  of  such  goods  wares  or  merchandize  according  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act. 
Manifest        And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  whenever  any 
J^odswm^  ship  or  other  vessel  shall  at  the  time  of  the  entry  have  on  board  any 
sianiedto    goods  wares  or  merchandize  consigned  to  any  other  of  the  United  States 
states.       of  America,  the  person  delivering  a  manifest  and  making  a  report  in  the 
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manner  herein  before  mentioned,  shall  mention  therein  particularly  the 
quantity  of  goods  wares  and  merchandize  bound  elsewhere,  together 
with  the  name  or  names  of  the  person  or  persons,  as  also  the  place  or 
places  the  saipe  belong,  or  are  consigned  to — And  in  such  case  such 
person  making  report  shall  in  addition  to  the  oath  or  affirmation  herein 
before  prescribed  to  be  taken  by  him,  further  swear  or  affirm  in  manner 
following,  to-wit. 

And  I  do  further  swear  (or  affirm)  that  for  the  goods  mentioned  in  Form  of 
this  manifest  to  be  bound  elsewhere  I  have  actually  signed  bills  of  lad-  oath*td  be 
ing  for  that  purpose,  at  the  place  they  were  taken  on  board;  and  that  taken 
such  goods  wares  and  merchandize,  so  sworn  to,  shall  and  may  be  car-  caws! 
ried  in  the  same  packages  to  the  place  they  were  consigned  to,  either  in 
the  same  vessel  or  another. 

Provided  always,  that  the  person  or  persons  exporting  such  goods  Proviso  as 
wares  and  merchandize  shall  first  swear  or  affirm  before  the  collector,  tSaSTgoods 
which  oath  or  affirmation  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  administer  that  such  are  not 
goods  wares  and  merchandize  are  not  intended  to  be  landed  or  brought  to^Je  * 
back  into  this  State:     And  provided  also,  that  such  person  or  persons  {f"u®^t "^ 
exporting  such  goods  wares  and  merchandize  shall  give  a  bond  with  two  back  into 
sufficient  sureties  in  double  the  amount  of  the  duties  which  would  have  andas"^ 
become  due  on  such  goods  wares  or  merchandize,  if  imported  into  this  |J^g« 
State,  and  not  intended  to  be  conveyed  to  any  other  State,  to  the  coUec-     °  ' 
tor,  with  condition,  that  such  goods  wares  and  merchandize  shall  be  ac- 
tually exported  from  and  out  of  this  State  to  the  port  for  which  bills  of 
lading  have  been  signed  for  the  purpose;  and  such  goods  wares  and 
merchandize  so  reported  sworn  to  and  exported  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
free  of  the  duty  imposed  by  this  act,  any  thing  therein  contained  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.     And   if   the  exporter  shall  not  within  certllloato 
twelve  months  next  after  the  date  of  such  bond  produce  to  the  said  col-  iJ^{5r^*^^" 
lector  a  certificate  either  from  the  principal  officers  appointed  for  super-  etc.,  of 
intending  naval  entries  in  the  port  mentioned  in  such  bond,  and  to  which  mentioned 
the  said  goods  wares  and  merchandize  shall  be  exported,  that  the  same  ^  ^'^^ 
have  been  actually  entered  and  landed  in  such  port,  or  if  the  said  ex-  ducecL 
porter  shall  not  within  the  said  twelve  months  produce  proof  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  collector  that  such  ship  or  other  vessel  in  which  the 
said  goods  wares  or  merchandize  were  imported  from  and  out  of  this 
State  was  lost  in  her  intended  voyage,  that  then  and  in  every  such  case 
the  said  collector  shall  prosecute  for  the  recovery  of  the  penalty  of  the 
said  bond,  but  if  such  certificate  or  proof  shall  be  produced  within  the 
time  aforesaid,  then  the  said  bond  shall  be  cancelled  and  vacated  by  the 
said  collector. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and  Collector 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  collector  to  receive  the  monies  due  Slive'*^ 
for  the  duties  aforesaid  on  such  bonds  respectively,  and  if  the  said  du-  moneys 
ties  shall  not  be  paid  within  the  term  in  and  by  the  said  bonds  for  that  iS^bond  or 
purpose  respectively  limitted,  the  said  collector  shall  and  he  is  hereby  re-  J^^ei"*^ 
quired  .forthwith  after  the  expiration  of  such  time  to  commence  and  not  paid, 
prosecute  an  action  or  actions  in  his  own  name  for  the  recovery  of  the 
sums  due  on  such  bonds  respectively  with  costs. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  if  the  said  n  action 
collector  shall  not  forthwith  after  the  monies  shall  become  due  on  such  menced*™ 
bonds  respectively  commence  an  action  or  actions  for  the  recovery  of  J^^^^' 
the  monies  which  shall  become  due  thereon  respectively,  that  then  and  to  have 
in  every  such  case,  the  said  collector  shall  be  deemed  to  have  such  "<^°®y*- 
monies  in  his  hands,,  and  be  accountable  therefor  to  the  people  of  this 
State  as  if  the  same  had  been  actually  received  by  him. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  collector 
shall  enter  in  a  book  to  be  kept  by  him  for  that  purpose  the  denomina- 
tion of  every  ship  or  other  vessel  which  shall  arrive  in  the  port  of  New 
York,  and  the  burthen  thereof,  the  name  of  the  master  or  commander, 
the  place  from  whence  such  ship  or  other  vessel  last  sailed,  the  amount 
in  value  of  the  goods  wares  and  merchandize  in  and  by  this  act  subject 
to  the  duty  of  two  pounds  ten  shillings  for  every  hundred  pounds  as 
aforesaid;  the  quantity  of  the  goods  wares  and  merchandize  in  and  by 
this  act  particularly  enumerated  and  described,  and  the  amount  of  the 
duties  due  thereon  respectively,  and  that  the  collector  shall  also  keep 
accurate  accounts  of  all  the  monies  which  shall  come  to  his  hands  in 
pursuance  of  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  penalties 
and  forfeitures  in  and  by  this  act  directed  and  declared  to  be  incurred  for 
offending  against  the  true  intent  and  meaning  thereof,  shall  and  may  be 
recovered  with  costs  by  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for  the  same 
in  any  court  of  record  within  this  State  by  bill,  plaint,  information,  or 
otherwise,  one  half  of  which  forfeitures  shall  be  paid  to  the  treasurer 
of  this  State  for  the  use  of  the  people  thereof,  and  the  remaining  half 
to  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  every  inaster  of 
any  ship  or  other  vessel  which  shall  have  goods  wares  or  merchandize 
on  board,  and  shall  report  the  same  in  the  manner  herein  before  pre- 
scribed shall  inforpi  the  collector  at  which  of  the  wharfs  or  usual  land- 
ing places  he  intends  to  land  such  goods  wares  or  merchandize,  and 
if  any  master  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  give  such  information  to  the 
collector,  or  shall  cause  any  goods  wares  or  merchandize  to  be  landed 
from  such  ship  or  other  vessel,  at  any  other  place  than  that  of  which  he 
shall  give  such  information  to  the  collector,  such  master  shall  forfeit  the 
sum  of  twenty  pounds  to  be  recovered  and  applied  in  the  manner  herein 
before  mentioned. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  .shall 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  governor  or  person  administering  the 
government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  council  of  appointment,  f^om  time  to  time,  to  ap- 
point a  person  to  be  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York,  and  one  or 
more  person  or  persons  to  be  guager  or  guagers,  one  or  more  person  or 
persons  to  be  weigh  master  or  weigh  masters  for  the  said  port,  and  such 
number  of  persons  to  be  land  and  tide  waiters  as  to  the  said  council 
shall  appear  necessary. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  land  and 
tide  waiters  shall  attend  at  the  unlading  such  ships  or  other  vessels  as 
the  collector  shall  from  time  to  time  direct,  and  well  and  truly  insj>ect 
and  make  return  to  the  said  collector  of  the  number  of  bales,  packages, 
casks,  chests,  trunks,  cases,  and  boxes  and  their  marks  and  numbers  re- 
spectively, and  also  of  the  quantity  of  goods  wares  and  merchandize 
stowed  in  bulk  in  such  ship  or -other  vessel. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  water- 
man, boatman,  cartman,  porter  or  any  other  person  or  persons  whatso- 
ever during  the  continuance  of  this  act,  shall  after  sun-setting  and  before 
sun-rising  be  aiding  or  assisting,  in  the  taking  up,  landing,  carting  or 
carrying  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandize  for  which  the  duties  in  and 
by  this  act  imposed  have  not  been  paid  or  secured  to  be  paid  in  the 
manner  aforesaid,  every  such  person  so  offending  and  being  thereof  con- 
victed before  any  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  dty  borough  or  county 
where  the  offence  is  committed  upon  the  oath  of  one  or  more  credible 
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witness  or  witnesses,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  for  penioty 
every  oflfence,  to  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  offenders  goods  "**™**^' 
and  chatties,  together  with  costs,  the  one  half  part  whereof  to  be  paid 
to  the  treasurer  .of  this  State,  for  the  use  of  the  people  thereof,  and  the  . 
other  half  to  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  and  prosecute  for  the 
same;  and  for  the  want  of  such  goods  and  chatties  such  offender  or 
offenders  shall  be  committed  to  the  goal  of  the  county  where  such  offence 
shall  be  committed  there  to  remain  for  the  space  of  three  months  with- 
out bail  or  mainprize,  or  untill  such  forfeiture  together  with  costs  shall 
be  paid, 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  guagers  Duty  of 
to  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of  this  act  shall  guage  all  liquors  imi>orted  Sd^Sgh- 
into  this  State  in  cask  containing  liquors  exceeding  the  quantity  of  mastera. 
twenty  five  gallons,  and  shall  calculate  the  quantities  contained  in  the 
casks,  containing  a  less  quantity,  and  in  cases,  in  such  manner  as  he  shall 
think  best  adapted  to  ascertain  the  same;  and  that  the  weigh  master 
shall  weigh  all  such  goods  wares  and  merchandize  subject  in  and  by  this 
act  to  a  duty  according  to  their  weight;  and  that  such  weigh  master  and 
guager  shall  from  time  to  time  make  return  to  the  collector,  of  the  quan- 
tities of  liquors  and  goods  wares  and  merchandize,  by  them  respectively 
guaged  or  weighed. 

Aud  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and  Deputy 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  collector,  to  appoint  one  or  more  deputies  2pp«^nt^' 
to  assist  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  respectively  required  to  be  per-  ment  and 
formed  in  and  by  this  act,  for  whose  acts  the  said  collector'  shall  be  re- 
sponsible.    Provided  always  that  previous  to  the  said  deputies  executing  offloui 
any  of  the  duties  aforesaid  they  shall  respectively  take  an  oath  before  SJ^eiib^ 
any  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York 
(which  oath  such  justices  are  respectively  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  administer  well  faithfully  and  truly  to  execute  and  perform 
all  and  singular  the  duties  required  of  them  in  and  by  this  act  according 
to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  knowledge,  which  deputies  nevertheless 
shall  not  be  entitled  to  have  take  or  exact  any  fees  for  their  services  in 
addition  to  those  allowed  in  and  by  this  act  to  their  principal. 

And  be  it  further  encutedby  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  owner  or  fepense 
consignee  of  the  liquors  guaged  or  the  merchandize  weighed  as  aforesaid  hi^eto., 
shall  pay  the  expence  of  the  guaging  or  weighing  the  same  to  such  ^y^|5^*j^ 
guager  or  weigh  master  at  and  after  the  rates  following  to  wit  for  guag- 
ing every  but,  pipe,  hogshead  or  cask  the  sum  of  four  pence  for  weighing 
of  every  hundred  weight  of  any  merchandize  the  sum  of  two  pence  and 
that  any  guager  or  weigh  master  who  shall  exact  or  take  any  greater  fees 
than  those  herein  before  mentioned  shall  for  every  offence  upon  con- 
viction forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  to  be  recovered  and  applied 
in  the  manner  mentioned  in  the  next  preceeding  clause  which  creates  a 
penalty  of  twenty  pounds  for  every  offence. 

And  be  it  encuted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  collector  shall,  Obllector 
before   he  enters   upon   the  execution  of  the   duties  directed  by  this  JJ^flJa 
act  to  be  performed  by  him  give  bond  with  two  sufficient  freeholders  to  bonds, 
the  treasurer  of  this  State  for  the  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds  condi- 
tioned that  such  collector  shall  well  and  faithfully  execute  and  perform 
all  and  singular  the  duties  and  services  required  of  him  in  and  by  this 
act  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  thereof  which  bonds  shall 
be  retained  by  the  said  treasurer  in  his  hands  and  possession. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  such  liquors  Llquon 
as  are  intended  for  sea  stores  for  any  master  or  commander  of  any  ship  fSJ^^a^ 
or  other  vessel  not  exceeding  the  quantity  of  forty  gallons  shall  be  and  stores 
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exempt      hereby  are  declared  to  be  exempted  from  the  duty  imposed  in  and  by 
from  duty,  this  act. 

Collector        And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall  and 
and  tide*     ^^y  ^^  lawful  to  and  for  the  governor  or  person  administering  the  govem- 
waiterefor  ment  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
Sa?Har-    o^  the  council  of  appointment  from  time  to  time  to  appoint  a  collector 
•^ormaybe  for  the  port  of  Sagg  Harbour  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  one  land  and 
appo  n     .  ^.^^  waiter,  which  collector  and  land  and  tide  waiter  shall  use  exercise 
receive  and  enjoy  all  and  every  the  powers,  duties,  fees,  and  allowances 
at  and  for  the  harbour  in  the  said  county  of  Suffolk  which  the  said  col- 
lector and  land  and  tide  waiters  for  the  port  of  New  Yprk  are  directed 
and  authorized  to  use  exercise  and  enjoy  at  and  for  the  said  port  of 
New  York,  and  that  all  masters,  mates,  and  pursers,  of  any  ship  or  other 
vessel  arriving  at  the  said  port  in  Suffolk  county,  and  all  merchants, 
factors,  and  other  persons  who  shall  ^land  or  cause  to  be  landed  any 
goods  wares  or  merchandize  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions and  liable  to  the  same  fines  penalties  and  forfeitures  as  is  herein 
before  mentioned  for  the  port  of  New  York  as  fully  and  amply  as  if 
those  several  rules  and  regulations  had  been  and  were  at  large  inserted 
in  this  clause- 
Compensa-      And  be  it  furtJur  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  land  and 
find  a'nd    ^i^^  waiters  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  every  master  or  commander 
tide  wait-  of  such  ship  or  other  vessel  at  the  unlading  of  which  they  shall  be 
directed  by  the  collector  to  attend  the  sum  of  eight  shillings  for  each 
and  every  day  they  shall  respectively  actually  attend  at  the  unlading 
of  such  ship  or  other  vessel  and  that  no  greater  fees  shall  be  taken  or 
exacted  by  any  of  them. 
Collectors       -^«^  be  it  further  encuted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  collectors 
to  Rrant     of  the  customs  respectively  for  the  time  being  shall  be  and  they  are 
to  ship"     hereby  authorized  to  grant  registers  to  such  owners  or  proprietors  of  any 
owners,      gj^jp  ^^  other  vessel  who  shall  apply  for  the  same.     Provided  that  such 
register  or  registers  so  to  be  granted  shall  contain  and  express  the  name 
or  names  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  every  such  ship  or  other  vessel,  the 
place  or  places  of  their  residence  where  such  vessel  was  built  and  the 
burthen  thereof  as  nearly  as  can  conveniently  be  ascertained,  and  the 
discription  and  denomination  thereof,  and  that  the  master  or  one  or 
more  of  the  owners  of  every  such  ship  or  other  vessel  shall  make  oath 
to  the  truth  of  the  several  particulars  specified  in  such  registers  respect- 
ively, and  subscribe  the  same  in  presence  of  the  said  collector,  who  is 
hereby  allowed  to  demand  and  receive  for  every  such  register  the  sum 
of  twelve  shillings  and  no  more. 
Collector's      And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  following 
eraeiinff     ^"^  "^  higher  fees  shall  be  demanded  or  received  by  the  collector  that 
inwards     is  to  say    for  entring  inwards  and  clearing  out  any  vessel  the  property 
fn^out"'  of  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United   States  of  the  burthen  of  one 
vessels.       hundred  and  fifty  tons  or  upwards,  the  sum  of  three  pounds.     For  en- 
tring and  clearing  out  any  vessel  the  property  of  any  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States  under  the  burthen  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons- 
the  sum  of  twenty  shillings,  for  entring  and  clearing  out  any  vessel  other 
than  the  actual  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of  the 
burthen  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  or  upwards  the  sum  of  five  pounds. 
For  entring  and  clearing  out  any  vessel  other  than  the  actual  property 
of  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  under  the  burthen  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  tons  the  sum  of  three  pounds;  for  every  permit  or  let  pass,  the 
sum  of  two  shillings;  for  every  bond  the  sum  of  three  shillings;  and  for 
every  certificate  the  sum  of  two  shillings. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  collector  Collector 
for  the  port  of  New  York  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  and  deduct  out  of  no^yo^, 
the  money  which  shall  come  into  his  hands  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  a  salary  of. ' 
salary  at  and  after  the  rate  of  twelve  hundred  pounds  per  annum  as  a  full 
reward  and  compensation  for  his  services,  and  for  house  or  office  rent, 
clerk  hire,  fire  wood,  messengers  or  servants  to  attend  the  office,  sta- 
tionary and  all  other  contingent  expences  wha,tever. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  collector  At  port 
of  the  port  of  Segg  Harbour  shall  be  allowed  for  his  services  and  ex-  a'afSfr. 
pences  of  office  a  salary  at  and  after  the  rate  of  fifty  pounds  per  annum 
which  it  shall  be  lawful  for  him  to  deduct  out  of  the  monies  which 
shall  come  into  his  hands  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  respec-  Collector 
tive  collectors  shall  once  in  every  three  months,  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  monejS^^' 
this  State  all  monies  which  shall  arise  or  come  to  their  respective  hands  Jo  s^^« 
as  well  for  duties  as  for  fees  of  office  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  without  every 
any  other  deduction  allowance  or  abatement,  than  the  sallaries  and  com-  months, 
pensation  allowed  to  each  of  them  respectively  for  their  respective  ser- 
vices and  expences  of  office  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and  clear- 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  collectors  to  grant  clearances  in  such  form  anoes. 
as  they  shall  devise  for  that  purpose,  for  such  ships  or  other  vessels  as 
shall  from  time  to  time  sail  from  the  ports  of  New  York  or  Segg  Har- 
bour; which  clearances  shall  be  signed  by  the  said  collectors  respec- 
tively. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  nothing  in  this  Masters 
act  contained,  shall  be  construed  to  compel  any  master  of  any  vessel  of  Sam^*'* 
less  than  the  burthen  of  twenty  tons,  which  shall  arise  from  or  be  bound  jxempted 
to  any  port  or  place  in  the  State  of  Connecticut  or  New  Jersey,  or  any  inS'en- 
vessel  which  shall  he  bound  from  the  said  port  of  New  York  to  any  *"®"- 
other  place  in  this  State,  or  from  any  other  place  in  this  State  to  the 
said  port  of  New  York  to  make  entry  in  the  manner  herein  before  men- 
tioned, unless  such  vessel  arriving  at  the  said  port  of  New  York  shall 
have  any  goods  wares  or  merchandize  on  board  subject  by  this  att  to 
the  payment  of  duties,  and  for  which  the  duties  have  not  been  paid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  in  cases  Proceed- 
where  the  collector  shall  have  cause  to  suspect  that  the  invoice  exhibited  JSH  coi- 
to  him  does  not  specify  all  the  goods  wares  or  merchandize  contained  in  lector  sus- 
the  packages,  bales,  casks,  chests,  trunks,  cases,  boxes,  or  goods  wares  y^ce  does 
or  merchandize  stowed  in  bulk,  reported  in  the  invoice  thereof,  that  the  jj^'^i^^^'e 
said  collector  shall  and  may  take  the  said  packages,  bales,  casks,  chests,  goods 
trunks,  cases,»boxes,  or  goods  wares  or  mejrchandize  stowed  in  bulk,  into  ^^^  *"* 
his  custody,  and  open  and  examine  the  same;  and  if  upon  such  examina- 
tion more  or  other  goods  wares  or  merchandize  shall  be  found  therein, 
with  an  apparent  intention  of  fraud,  than  those  specified  in  the  invoice 
which  was  to  him  exhibited,  such  package  bale,  cask,  chest,  trunk,  case 
or  box,  with  all  the  goods  wares  or  merchandize  therein  contained,  or 
such  goods  wares  or  merchandize  stowed  in  bulk,  shall  be  seized  by  the 
collector, —  and  forfeited  to  the  people  of  this  State,  and  shall  be  sold  by 
the  said  collector  for  the  use  of  the  people  thereof. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  this  act  shall 
continue  and  be  in  full  force  until  the  rising  of  the  legislature  at  their 
next  meeting  and  no  longer. 
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CHAP.  11. 

AN  ACT  declaring  the  east  ward  of  the  manor  of  Cortlandt 
and  the  district  of  Salem,  in  the  county  of  Westchester,  to 
be  two  townships,  in  manner  therein  designated. 

Passed  the  26th  of  March,  1784. 

Preamble.  WHEREAS  the  east  ward  of  the  manor  of  Cortlandt  and  the  district 
of  Salem,  in  the  county  of  Westchester,  are  so  situated,  as  to  render  the 
transaction  of  business  at  their  annual  meetings,  and  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  the  district  officers,  very  inconvenient  and  burthensome; 
for  remedy  whereof 
Township  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 
SaleSf!*'  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 
That  all  that  part  of  the  east  ward  of  the  manor  of  Cortlandt  and  that 
part  of  the  district  of  Salem,  which  lie  to  the  northward  of  a  line,  be- 
ginning at  a  certain  monument  in  the  district  of  Salem,  east  of  the  North 
Long-pond  on  the  east  Jine  of  the  oblong;  from  thence  running  westerly, 
through  the  said  pond  with  the  water-course  which  runs  into  the  South- 
east pond;  then  through  the  middle  of  the  said  South  east  potid  and 
the  water  course  leading  into  the  West  pond;  then  through  the  middle 
of  the  said  West  pond,  until  it  comes  to  the  west  line  of  the  oblong; 
thence  northerly  by  said  oblong  line  until  it  comes  to  the  south  line  of 
north  lott  number  ten,  of  the  manor  of  Cortlandt;  from  thence  run- 
ning westerly  with  the  south  line  of  north  lotts,  numbers  ten,  nine  and 
eight,  of  the  «aid  manor  of  Cortlandt,  to  the  westermost  line  of  the  east 
ward  of  said  manor,  shall  be  included  in  one  township,  to  be  hereafter 
Of  Lower  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  township  of  Upper  Salem:  And 
*^*°^  that  other  part  of  the  east  ward  of  the  manor  of  Cortlandt  and  that 
other  part  of  the  district  of  Salem,  which  lie  to  the  southward  of  the 
above  mentioned  line,  shall  be  included  in  one  other  township,  to  be 
hereafter  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  township  of  Lower 
Salem. 
Power  -^^  ^^  i^  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  free- 

to  hold  holders  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  several  townships,  shall  have  full 
meetingg,  power  and  authority,  to  convene  and  hold  annual  town  meetings  within 
olficei^^"  their  respective  townships,  and  then  and  there  by  plurality  of  votes,  to 
etc.  elect  and  choose  a  supervisor,  town-clerk,  and  all  other  necessary  officers, 

and  enjoy  the  like  priviledges  which  by  the  laws  of  this  State,  are  inci- 
dent to  the  other  townships  in  the  county  of  Westchester;  who,  when 
so  chosen  and  elected,  shall  respectively  be  vested  with,  and  have  the 
like  powers  and  authority,  and  be  subject  to  the  like  rules,  regulations 
and  penalties  as  are  by  law  prescribed,  for  such  officers  respctively,  in 
the  other  townships  in  the  said  county. 
Where  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  inhabi- 

meetinga  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  township  of  Upper  Salem,  shall  hold  their  annual  town- 
to  beheld,  meetings,  at  or  near  the  school-house  standing  by  the  road,  between  the 
respective  dwelling  houses  of  Ebenezer  Purdy  Esquire  and  Daniel 
Delivan  in  said  township,  on  the  annual  days  prescribed  by  law  for  hold- 
ing town-meetings  in  the  other  townships  and  districts  ii>  the  said 
county;  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  township  of  Lo4rer  Salem, 
shall  hold  their  annual  town  meetings  at  the  meeting  house  jin  the  said 
township,  in  the  same  manner  and  on  the  same  days  as  are  herein  before 
described.  / 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  State  and  Taxes  now 
other  taxes  now  due  and  in  arrear  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  manor  to  bi*ooT- 
of  Cortlandt  and  the  district  of  Salem,  shall  be  levied  and  collected  by  i©ct»d. 
the  collectors  thereof,  in  like  manner  as  they  might  have  done,  if  this 
act  had  not  been  passed. 


CHAP.  12. 

AN  ACT  to  appropriate  certain  buildings  to  public  uses. 

Passed  the  29th  of  March,  1784, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in  island 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  SSScMd 
That  the  island  called  Governors  or  Nutten  island,  shall  be,  and  the  to  and  for 
same  hereby  is  assigned  to,  and  for  the  use  of  the  governor  or  person  ^ovenior.^ 
administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  to  be 
held  and  possessed  by  him,  until  the  legislature  shall  otherwise  order  and 
direct ;  and  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  governor  or  Superin- 
person  administering  the  government  to  have  and  to  take  the  charge  J5°portf® 
and  superintendance  of  Fort  George  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  other  George, 
fortifications  and  public  works  and  buildings  within  the  said  city  erected  ®^ 
for  military  purposes,  on  lands,  which  are  the  property  of  the  State,  and 
to  give  such  orders  and  directions  from  time  to  time  as  he  may  deem 
necessary,   to  secure  and  preserve  the  said  fort,  fortifications,  public 
works  and  buildings  from  waste  and  destruction. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and  House, 
may  be  lawful,  to  and  for  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  for  the  south-  f Jfiid^J^ 
ern  district,  or  any  one  of  them,  to  set  apart  and  assign  such  one  of  the  be  let  for 
houses,  forfeited  to  the  people  of  this  State,  with  the  stabfes  and  other  gS^ernor. 
buildings  thereunto  belonging,  as  his  excellency  the   governor  shall 
make  choice  of  for  his  residence,  except  the  house  and  buildings  here- 
after assigned  for  the  use  of  the  secretary  of  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  lot  of  House  de- 
ground,  with  the  dwelling  house,  out  houses,  stables  and  other  buildings  |pa?t*i*** 
thereon  erected,  situate  on  the  west  side  of  the  street  commonly  called  ^'^^'JJj^ 
the  Broad  Way,  in  the  ward  distinguished  by  the  name  of  the  west-  Secretary 
ward,  and  now  vested  in  the  people  of  this  State  by  the  attainder  of  ®'  State. 
William  Axtell  Esquire  late  one  of  the  members  of  the  council  of  the 
colony  of  New  York,  shall  be,  and  hereby  is  appropriated  to  the  use  of 
the  secretary  of  this  State,  until  the  expiration  of  two  years,  from  and 
after  the  last  day  of  April  next,  for  the  accomodation  of  his  family,  and 
as  a  deposit  for  the  archives  and  records  of  this  State,  unless  other 
provision  shall  sooner  be  made  by  law  in  the  premises.     And  the  com- 
missioners of  forfeitures  for  the  southern  district,  or  any  one  of  them, 
are  hereby  authorised,  and  required,  without  delay  to.  put  the  secretary 
of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  into  the  possession  of  the  said  lot  of 
land,  and  of  the  dwelling  house  out  houses,  and  other  buildings  thereon 
erected  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  J 
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AN  ACT  to  divide  the  east  district  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaer- 
wyck,  in  the  county  of  Albany. 

Passed  the  29th  of  March,  1784. 

Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  east  district  of  the  manor  of  Rensse- 
laerwyck  in  the  county  of  Albany  are  subjected  to  many  inconveniences 
by  reason  of  the  extensiveness  thereof. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  New  York,  repre- 
sented in  Senate  and  Assembly,  andHt  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  the  said  east  district  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck  in 
the  county  of  Albany,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  divided 
into  two  districts  by  the  following  line,  that  is  to  say,  beginning  at  a 
point  in  the  division  line  between  the  said  east  district  of  the  manor  of 
Rensselaerwyck  and  the  district  of  Kinderhook,  ten  miles  distant  from 
Hudsons  river,  and  thence  running  northerly  to  a  point  in  the  division 
line  of  the  said  east  district  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck,  and  the 
district  of  Schactekoke,  nine  miles  distant  from  the  said  Hudsons  river. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  the  lands  imme- 
diately before  the  passing  of  this  act  comprehended  within  the  said  east 
district  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck,  lying  to  the  westward  of  the 
aforesaid  division  line,  shall  be  one  seperate  and  distinct  district,  and  be 
called  by  the  name  of  Rensselaerwyck  district,  and  that  all  the  lands 
immediately  before  the  passing  of  this  act  comprehended  within  the 
said  east  district  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck,  and  lying  to  the  east- 
ward of  the  aforesaid  line  shall  be  one  seperate  and  distinct  district, 
and  be  called  by  the  name  of  Stephen-town  district. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  free- 
holders and  inhabitants  of  each  of  the  aforesaid  districts  of  Rensselaer- 
wyck and  Stephen  town,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  assemble 
and  hold  annual  meetings  within  their  respective  districts,  and  then  and 
there  by  a  plurality  of  voices  to  elect  and  choose  a  supervisor,  town  clerk, 
and  all  other  town  officers  which  by  the  laws  of  this  State  are  incident 
to  a  district,  who  when  so  chosen  and  elected  shall  respectively  be  vested 
with,  and  have  the  like  powers  and  authority  and  be  subject  to  the  like 
rules,  regulations  and  penalties,  as  are  by  law  prescribed  for  such  offi- 
cers respectively  in  the  other  districts  of  the  said  county:  that  the  in- 
habitants of  the  said  district  of  Stephen  town,  shall  hold  their  first 
meeting  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  April  next,  at  the  dwelling  house  of 
Daniel  Hull  Esquire  in  the  said  district;  and  from  time  to  time  there- 
after on  the  annual  days  prescribed  by  law  for  town  meetings  in  the 
other  districts  in  the  said  county,  at  such  place  within  the  said  district, 
as  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  district  at  their  annual  town  meeting,  shall 
by  a  plurality  of- voices  determine. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  upon  run- 
ning the  division  line  between  the  said  districts  of  Rensselaerwyck  and 
Stephen-town  the  dwelling  house  of  any  inhabitant  or  inhabitants,  or  the 
greatest  part  thereof,  shall  be  situated  in 'one  of  the  said  districts,  and 
the  farm  or  improvements  of  such  inhabitant  or  inhabitants,  or  any  part 
thereof  within  the  other  district,  such  inhabitant  or  inhabitants,  shall  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  be  an  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  of  the  district  in 
which  the  dwelling  house  of  such  inhabitant  or  inhabitants,  or  the  great- 
est part  thereof,  is  situated;   and  the  land  and  improvements  in  the 
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possession  and  occupation  of  such  inhabitant  or  inhabitants,  shall  be    ' 
assessed  taxed  and  rated  in  the  district  in  which  he  she  or  they  shall  as 
aforesaid  be  deemed  an  inhabitant  or  inhabitants. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy  That  all  taxes  now  Taxes  now 
due  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  east  district  of  the  manor  of  Rensse-  ^beoo? 
laerwyck,  shall  be  collected  by  the  collectors  thereof  in  both  the  said  lected. 
districts,  as  tho'  the  district  had  not  been  divided. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall  and  Supervis- 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  supervisors  of  the  said  districts  of  Rensse-  ^y^w 
laerwyck  and  Stephen-town  to  cause  the  division  line  aforesaid  to  be  run  ^S**©  be 
and  marked,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  each  of  the  said  districts  shall  run  and 
pay  one  half  of  the  expence  incurred  in  running  the  said  line,  to  be  al-  SSSSed. 
lowed  charged  assessed  and  collected  as  and  with  the  proportion  of  the 
said  districts  respectively  of  the  contingent  charges  of  the  county. 


CHAP.  14. 

AN  ACT  to  continue  and  amend  an  act  entitled  An  act  for  the 
appointment  of  an  auditor,  and  the  settlement  of  the  public 
accounts  of  this  State. 

Passed  the  30th  of  March,  1784. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Act  named 
Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  {JJ^oroef^ 
That  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  appointment  of  an  auditor,  and 
the  settlement  of  the  public  accounts  of  this  State,"  passed  the  twenty 
third  day  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  two,  shall 
be  and  hereby  is  continued  in  full  force  and  virtue  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  until  the  twenty  third  day  of  March  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  six. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  audi-  Compen- 
tor  shall  be  allowed  for  his  services  in  that  station  from  the  twenty  third  lo^^^ 
day  of  this  present  month  of  March  at  and  after  the  rate  of  three  hun-  auditor, 
dred  and  fifty  pounds  per  annum  during  the  continuance  of  this  act. 


CHAP.  15. 

AN  ACT  concerning  the  present  sessions  of  oyer  and  terminer 
and  general  goal  delivery,  now  holding,  in,  and  for  the  city  and 
county  of  New  York. 

Passed  the  30th  of  March,  1784. 

Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  the  legislature  by  the  commis-  preamble, 
sioners  of  oyer  and  terminer,  and  general  goal  delivery  now  holding,  in 
and  for  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  that  the  present  sessions  hath 
already  continued  fifteen  days  and  that  if  the  same  should  be  continued 
until  the  gaol  is  wholly  delivered,  the  attendance  thereon,  will  prove 
very  injurious  to  the  persons  summoned  as  grand  and  petit  jurors. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre-  When 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  ^^^ 
th€  same.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  commissioners,  charged. 
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as  soon  as  the  grand  jurors  shall  have  reported,  that  they  have  enquired 
of  all  felonies  without  benefit  of  clergy,  unless  the  cases,  where  the  wit- 
nesses reside  beyond  the  limits  of  the  said  city,  and  county,  to  discharge 
the  said  grand  jurors,  and  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  thereafter  ta 
adjourn  the  said  sessions  until  the  nextmew  summons. 


CHAP.  16. 

AN  ACT  to  impower  the  surveyor  general  of  this  State,  to  pro- 
cure the  maps,  papers  and  records,  which  appertained  to  the 
offices  of  surveyor  general  or  receiver  general  of  the  late  colony 
of  New  York. 

I  Passed  the  2d  of  April,  1784. 

The  exe-        Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  Neuf  York^  represented  tit 
Alez?Dder  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  samey 
deliver  ^  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawf uU  to  and  for  the  executors  or  administra- 
papere.       tors  of  Alexander  Golden  Esquire,  late  surveyor  general  of  the  colony 
surve^?^  of  New  York,  and  they  are  hereby  severally  required,  to  deliver  to  the 
general,      surveyor  general  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  or  to  his  order,  all 
papers,  books,  maps  and  records,  together  with  the  chests,  trunks  and 
boxes,  in  which  the  same  may  be  contained,  which  they,  or  any  of  them 
may  be  in  possession  of,  and  which  did  appertain  to  the  office  of  sur- 
veyor general  of  the  said  colony,  or  to  the  office  of  receiver  general  of 
the  same. 
Papers,  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and 

dSiVer^  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  secretary  of  this  State  for  the  time  being, 
to  8ur-       and  he  is  hereby  required,  to  deliver  to  the  surveyor  general  of  this  State 
eraTby*"  for  the  time  being,  or  to  his  order,  all  such  papers,  books,  maps  and  rec- 
ofstot^    ords,  which  may  be  in  the  custody  of  the  said  secretary,  and  which  did 
heretofore  appertain  to  the  office  of  surveyor  general,  or  to  the  office  of 
receiver  general  of  the  late  colony  of  New  York,  together  with  the  chests, 
trunks  and  boxes  in  which  such  papers  may  be  contained. 
Other  per-      And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid ^  That  it  shall  and 
make^ike  "^^7  ^e  lawful,  to,  and  for  any  other  public  officer  or  private  person  what- 
deiivery.    soever,  into  whose  custody  any  papers,  books,  maps  and  records  whatso- 
ever, may  have  come,  appertaining  to  the  said  offices  of  surveyor  gene- 
ral or  receiver  general  of  the  late  colony  of  New  York,  and  they   are 
hereby  required  to  deliver  the  same  to  the  surveyor  general  of  this  State 
for  the  time  being,  or  to  his  order. 
Secretary       And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  secre- 
Xurnish*  ^  tary  of  this  State  shall  from  time  to  time,  when  thereunto  required  by  the 
certified     surveyor  general  of  this  State,  furnish  the  said  surveyor  general,  with  cer- 
pateSe,     tified  copies  or  extracts  of  such  patents,  Indian  purchases,  locations, 
etc.  surveys  and  other  papers  as  he  shall  from  time  to  time  signify  that  he 

stands  in  need  of,  in  order  more  effectually  to  execute  the  trust  reposed 
in  him  as  surveyor  general. 
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CHAP.  17. 

AN  ACT  to  alter  the  names  of  the  counties  of  Tryon  and  Char- 
lotte. 

Passed  the  2d  of  April,  1784. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Name 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  u^^^ 
That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  county  of  Tryon  shall  iP^R.^ , 
.be  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  Montgomery,  and  the  county  of  eryMd*"' 
Charlotte  shall  be  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  county  ofiJj^S^*^ 
Washington.  Washing- 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  writs,  pre-  change 
cepts   and  other  process  issued  out,  and  from  the  inferior  courts  ofJJ^. 
common  pleas,  and  the  courts  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  in  the  writs  and 
said  counties  in  and  by  the  name  of  the  county  of  Tryon,  and  in  and  by  oSS'^"^ 
the  name  of  the  county  of  Charlotte,  shall  be  and  remain  in  the  same 
state  and  condition,  as  if  the  same  had  been  issued  from  the  said  courts 
by  the  name  of  the  county  of  Montgomery,  and  by  the  name  of  the 
county  of  Washington,  and  that  all  persons  bound  by  recognizance  to 
appear  in  the  said  courts  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  shall  appear 
in  like  manner,  as  if  the  name  of  the  said  counties  had  not  been  changed, 
any  thing  in  any  former  acts  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 


CHAP.  18. 

AN  ACT  to  enable  all  the  religious  denominations  in  this  State 
to  appoint  trustees  who  shall  be  a  body  corporate,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  care  of  the  temporalities  of  their  respective 
congregations,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  6th  of  April,  1784. 

Whereas  by  the  thirty  eighth  article  of  the  constitution  of  the  State  Preamble, 
of  New  York,  it  is  ordained,  determined,  and  declared,  that  the  free  ex- 
ercise and  enjoyment  of  religious  profession  and  worship,  without  dis- 
crimination or  preference,  should  forever  thereafter  be  allowed  within 
this  State,  to  all  mankind,  provided  that  the  liberty  of  conscience 
thereby  granted,  should  not  be  so  construed,  as  to  excuse  acts  of 
licentiousness,  or  justify  practices  inconsistent  with  the  peace  or  safety 
of  this  State.  And  whereas  many  of  the  churches,  congregations  and 
religious  societies  in  this  State;  (while  it  was  a  colony)  have  been  put 
to  great  difficulties  to  support  the  public  worship  of  God  by  reason 
of  the  illiberal  and  partial  distributions  of  charters  of  incorporation  to 
religious  societies,  whereby  many  charitable  and  well  disposed  persons 
have  been  prevented  from  contributing  to  the  support  of  religion,  for 
want  of  proper  persons  authorized  by  law  to  take  charge  of  their  pious 
donations;  and  many  estates  purchased  and  given  for  the  support  of 
religious  societies  now  vest  in  private  hands,  to  the  great  insecurity  of 
the  society,  for  whose  benefit  they  were  purchased  or  given,  and  to  the 
no  less  disquiet  of  many  of  the  good  people  of  this  State.  And  whereas 
it  is  the  duty  of  all  wise,  free  and  virtuous  governments,  to  countenance 
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and  encourage  virtue  and  religion,  and  remove  every  lett  or  impediment 
to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  people,  and  to  enable  every  relig- 
ious denomination  to  provide  for  the  decent  and  honorable  support  of 
divine  worship,  agreable  to  the  dictates  of  conscience  and  judgment. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorky  rep- 
resented in  Senate  and  Assembly  f  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  sanUy  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  to  and  for  the  male  persons  of  full  age  belonging  to  any  church 
congregation  or  religions  society  not  already  established  within  this  State^ 
or  which  may  at  any  time  hereafter  be  within  the  same,  to' assemble  and 
meet  together  at  the  church,  meeting  house  or  other  place  where  they 
statedly  attend  for  divine  worship,  and  then  and  there  by  plurality  of 
voices,  to  elect,  nominate  and  appoint  any  number  of  discreet  and  pru- 
dent persons  of  their  church,  congregation  or  society,  not  less  than  three, 
or  exceeding  nine  in  number,  as  trustees  to  take  the  charge  of  the  estate 
and  property  belonging  to  the  respective  churches,  congregations  or 
religious  societies,  and  to  transact  all  affairs  relative  to  the  temporali- 
ties of  their  respective  churches,  congregations  or  societies.  That 
at  such  election,  every  male  person  of  full  age  who  has  statedly  wor- 
shipped with  the  said  church,  congregation  or  socciety,  and  has  formerly 
been  considered  as  belonging  thereto,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  voice  at  such 
first  election. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesdid^  That  the  said  elec- 
tion so  to  be  held  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  conducted  in  the  following  man- 
ner (to  wit)  the  minister  of  the  said  church,  congregation  or  society, 
or  in  case  of  his  death  or  absence,  one  of  the  elders  or  deacons,  church 
wardens  or  vestrymen  of  the  said  church,  congregation  or  society,  and 
for  want  of  such  officers,  any  other  person  being  a  member  or  a  stated 
hearer  in  such  church,  congregation  or  society,  shall  publicly  notify  the 
congregation  of  the  time  when,  and  place,  where  the  said  election  shall 
be  held,  at  least  fifteen  days  before  the  day  of  election;  that  the  said 
notification  shall  be  given  for  two  successive  Sabbaths,  or  days  on  which 
such  church  congregation  or  society  statedly  meet  for  public  wor- 
ship, preceding  the  day  of  election,  that  on  the  said  day  of  election 
two  of  the  elders  or  church  wardens  of  the  said  church,  congregation 
or  society,  shall  preside  at  such  election,  receive  the  votes  of  the  electors, 
be  the  judges  of  the  qualication  of  such  electors,  and  the  officers  to 
return  the  names  of  the  persons,  who  by  the  plurality  of  voices  shall 
be  elected  to  serve  as  trustees  for  the  said  church,  congregation  or 
society;  and  in  case  there  should  be  no  elders  or  churchwardens  in  the 
said  church,  congregation  or  society,  at  the  time  of  such  election,  then 
and  in  such  case,  two  of  the  deacons  or  vestry-men  of  the  said  church, 
congregation  or  society,  shall  preside  at  such  election,  receive  the  votes, 
and  judge  of  the  qualification  of  the  electors,  and  be  the  returning 
officers;  and  in  case  there  shall  be  no  such  officers  in  such  church,  con- 
gregation or  society,  then  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  electors 
to  nominate  and  elect  by  plurality  of  voices,  two  of  the  members  of  the 
said  church,  congregation  or  society,  to  hold  the  said  election,  and  be 
the  returning  officers,  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  re 
turning  officers,  who  shall  hold  the  said  election,  shall  immediately  after 
the  said  election,  certify  under  their  hands  and  seals,  the  names  of  the 
persons  elected  to  serve  as  trustees  for  the  said  church,  congregation  or 
society,  in  which  certificate  the  stile,  name  or  title,  by  which  the  said 
trustees  and'  their  successors  shall  forever  thereafter  be  called,  distin- 
guished and  known,  shall  be  particularly  mentioned  and  described ; 
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which  said  certificate  being  first  duly  proved  or  acknowledged  before  the  ^  oouuty 
chancellor  of  this  State,  or  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  or  Sa^f 
any  one  of  the  judges  of  the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  of  the 
county,  for  the  time  being,  in  the  manner  deeds  or  other  writings  have 
been  usually  proved  or  acknowledged,  shall  be  forthwith  recorded  by  the 
clerk  of  the  county  for  the  time  being,  in  a  book  to  be  kept  by  him  for 
that  purpose,  for  which  service,  a  fee  of  six  shillings  may  be  taken,  and 
no  more. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  per-  Penont 
sons  so  to  be  elected,  returned  and  registered,  shall  be  and  hereby  are  dt^urod 
declared  to  be  the  trustees  for  the  said  church,  congregation  or  society,  ^™j?^,. 
for  which  they  shall  be  so  chosen,  and  shall  be  and  hereby  are  authorised  powers 
and  impowered  to  take  into  their  charge,  care,  custody  and  possession,  ^«^®<*« 
all  the  temporalities  belonging  to  the  said  church,  congregation  or  society, 
for  which  they  shall  be  elected  trustees,  whether  the  same  consist  of 
lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  goods  or  chatties,  and  whether  the  same 
shall  have  been  given,  granted  or  devised,  directly  to  the  said  church, 
congregation  or  society,  or  to  any  person  or  persons  in  trust  to  and  for  * 

their  use,  and  altho'  such  gift,  grant  or  devise,  may  not  have  strictly 
been  agreable  to  the  rigid  rules  of  law,  or  might  on  strict  construction  be 
defeated  by  the  operation  of  the  statutes  of  mortmain:  and  that  the  said  To  be  a 
trustees,  from  the  time  of  their  election  as  aforesaid,  and  their  success-  ^SJate!^'' 
ors  forever  thereafter,  shall  be  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  and  shall 
be  able  and  capable  in  the  law,  to  hold,  maintain  and  recover  all  their 
estates,  rights  and  priviledges,  of  what  name  or  kind  soever,  and  to  sue 
and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be  answered  unto, 
defend  and  be  defended,  by  the  name  stile  and  title  mentioned  and 
described  in  the  said  certificate,  so  to  be  recorded  as  aforesaid,  in  all 
suits,  quarrels,  controversies,  causes,  actions,  matters  and  things  what- 
soever, in  any  court  or  courts  of  common  law  or  equity  whatsoever; 
and  by  the  same  name  stile  and  title,  they  and  their  successors  shall 
lawfully  have  hold,  use,  exercise  and  enjoy,  all  and  singular  the 
churches,  meeting  houses,  parsonages,  burying  places,  and  lands  there- 
unto belonging,  with  the  hereditaments  and  appurtenances  heretofore 
by  the  said  church,  congregation  or  society,  held,  occupied  or  enjoyed, 
by  whatsoever  name  or  names,  person  or  persons,  the  same  were  pur- 
chased and  had,  or  to  them  given  or  granted,  or  by  them  or  any  of 
them  used  and  enjoyed,  for  the  uses  aforesaid,  to  them  and  their  suc- 
cessors, to  the  sole  and  only  proper  use  and  benefit  of  them  the  said 
trustees  and  their  successors  forever,  in  as  full  firm  and  ample  a  manner, 
in  the  law,  as  if  the  said  trustees  had  been  legally  incorporated,  and  made 
capable  in  the  law  to  take,  receive,  purchase,  have,  hold,  use,  and  enjoy 
the  same,  at  and  before  the  purchasing,  taking,  receiving  and  holding 
of  the  said  churches,  meeting  houses,  parsonages,  burying  places  and 
lands  thereunto  belonging,  and  lawfully  had,  held  and  enjoyed  the  same, 
any  law,  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  hereof  in  any  wise  notwith- 
standing. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  Power  to 
trustees,  and  their  successors,  by  the  same  name  stile  and  title,  from  MtateTSto. 
the  time  of  their  election  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  full  power,  good  right 
and  lawful  authority,  to  have,  take,  receive,  acquire,  purchase,  use  and 
enjoy,  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  goods  and  chatties;  and  to 
demise  lease  and  improve  the  said  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments, 
and  to  use  and  improve  such  goods  and  chatties,  to  the  benefit  and  use 
of  the  said  church,  congregation  or  society,  and  other  pious  uses,  not 
exceeding  twelve  hundred  pounds  yearly  rent,  or  income  any  law,  usage 
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or  custom  to  the  contr  -  ■  Mn  anywise  notwithstanding;  and  that  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawfu.  •..  :d  trustees,  and  their  successors,  to  build 
and  erect  churches  or  olu'  )uses,  on  their  said  lands,  and  to  alter 
enlarge  or  amend  the  s  i  .u  ly  part  thereof;  and  also  to  erect  and 

build  dwelling  houses  i^.  Uiv,  uae  of  their  ministers,  and  school  houses 
and  other  buildings  for  the  use  of  the  said  churches,  congregations  or 
societies,  as  to  the  said  trustees  and  their  successors,  shall  from  time  to 
time  appear  necessary. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the' authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawfull  for  the  said  trustees,  and  their  successors,  forever  hereafter, 
to  have  and  use  a  common  seal;  and  the  same  to  alter,  break  and  new 
make,  at  their  discretion;  and  also;  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawfull  for 
the  said  trustees  and  their  successors,  or  any  two  of  them,  at  any  time 
or  times,  and  as  often  as  it  shall  be  needfull,  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  said 
trustees;  arid  that  the  majority  of  the  said  trustees,  when  met,  shall  be  a 
sufficient  quorum,  and  shall  have  power  to  make  such  rules  and  orders 
for  the  managing  the  temporal  affairs  and  concerns  of  the  said  church, 
congregation  or  society,  as  they  or  the  major  part  of  them  so  met  shall 
agree  Upon;  and  shall  have  the  sole  disposition  and  ordering  of  all  pay- 
ments of  the  monies  belonging  to  the  said  church,  congregation  or  society; 
and  also  the  power  of  appointing  a  clerk  and  treasurer  to  the  said  board 
of  trustees,  and  also  a  collector  to  collect  and  receive  the  rents  and 
revenues  of  the  said  church,  congregation  or  society,  and  the  said  clerk, 
treasurer  or  collector,  at  their  pleasure,  to  remove,  and  to  elect  and 
choose  others  in  tHeir  room  and  stead :  all  which  orders,  rules  and  pay- 
ments, shall  be  honestly  and  fairly  kept  by  the  said  clerk  in  books  to  be 
provided  for  that  purpose;  and  that  the  majority  of  the  said  trustees,  so 
met  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  power  to  establish  and  regulate  the  fees 
that  shall  be  allowed  to  the  said  clerk,  treasurer  and  collector,  and  also 
to  regulate  and  order  the  renting  the  pews  in  the  said  churches  or  meet- 
ing houses,  and  the  perquisites  of  the  said  church,  congregation  or 
society,  arising  for  the  breaking  of  the  ground  in  the  cemtery  or  church 
yards,  and  in  the  churches  or  meeting  houses  for  burying  the  dead,  and 
all  other  matters,  touching  and  concerning  the  temporal  concerns  and 
revenues  of  the  said  churches,  congregations  and  societies  respectively. 

And  to  the  end  that  a  perpetual  succession  of  trustees  may  be  main- 
tained and  kept  up  in  the  said  churches,  congregations  and  societies 
respectively.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the 
trustees  first  to  be  chosen  as  aforesaid,  shall  continue  in  office  for 
the  space  of  three  years,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  their  elecdon; 
and  that  immediately  after  the  said  first  election,  the  said  trustees  shall 
be  divided  by  lott  into  three  classes,  numbered  one,  two  and  three;  and 
that  the  seats  of  the  member  or  members  of  the  first  class  shall  be  vaca- 
ted at  the  expiration  of  the  first  year,  the  member  or  members  of  the 
second  class  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  year,  and  the  member  or 
members  of  the  third  class  at  the  expiration  of  the  third  year,  to  the 
end  that  the  third  part  of  the  whole  number  of  trustees,  as  nearly  as 
possible,  may  be  annually  chosen. 

And  in  order  to  supply  and  fill  up  the  several  vacancies  in  the  said 
board  of  trustees,  as  they  shall  arise,  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid^  That  the  said  trustees  for  the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  shall  from  time  to  time  notify  in  writing  the  minister  for  the  time 
being,  and  in  case  of  his  death  or  absence,  the  elders  or  church  wardens, 
and  in  case  there  shall  be  no  elders  or  church  wardens,  the  deacons  or 
vestrymen  of  any  such  church,  congregation,  or  society,  of  such  vacan- 
cies, specifying  the  names  of  the  trustees  whose  times  will  expire,  at  least 
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one  month  before  such  vacancies  shall  happen;  and* that  the  said  minister, 
and  in  case  of  his  death  or  absence,  one  of  the  said  elders  or  church 
wardens,  or  deacons  or  vestrymen,  shall  in  manner  aforesaid  proceed  to 
notify  the  members  of  the  said  church,  congregation  or  society,  of  such 
vacancies,  and  appoint  the  time  and  place  for  the  election  of  new  trus- 
tees to  fill  up  the  same,  which  election  shall  be  held  at  least  six  days 
before  such  vacancies  shall  happen;  and  that  at  all  such  future  elections, 
two  of  the  elders  or  church  wardens  of  the  said  church,  congregation 
or  society,  and  in  case  there  shall  be  no  elders  or  church  wardens, 
two  of  the  deacons  or  vestry-men,  and  in  case  there  shall  be  no  such 
officers,  then  such  other  persons  so  to  be  elected  returning  officers 
as  aforesaid,  shall  preside,  and  receive  the  votes  of  the  electors,  judge  of 
the  qualifications  of  the  said  electors,  and  be  the  returning  officers  as 
aforesaid ;  and  that  a  certificate  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  said 
returning  officers,  specifying  the  names  of  the  persons  elected  to  fill  up 
such  vacancies,  shall  entitle  the  several  persons  elected,  to  a  seat  at  the 
board  of  the  said  trustees ;  and  in  case  any  of  the  trustees  shall  refuse 
to  act,  die  or  remove  within  the  year,  it  shall  be  lawfuU  for  the  male 
electors  of  the  said  church,  congregation  or  society,  at  any  time  after 
such  Contingency  shall  happen,  to  assemble  and  meet  together,  upon 
notice  to  be  given  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  then  and  there  by  plurality 
of  voices  to  elect  and  appoint  others,  to  fill  up  such  vacancy  or  vacan- 
cies, who  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  do,  execute  and  perform 
the  office  of  trustee  or  trustees,  in  the  place  of  such  as  he  or  they  shall 
be  so  chosen  to  succed,  and  shall  continue  in  office  for  so  long  time,  as 
the  person  or  persons  so  dying,  refusing  or  removing,  might  have  served, 
had  he  or  they  lived,  accepted  or  continued  in  the  said  office. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  no  male  person  Electors, 
belonging  to  the  said  church,  congregation  or  society,  shall  be  entitled  to 
vote  for  trustees  as  aforesaid,  at  any  election  succeeding  the  said  first 
election  above  mentioned,  until  he  shall  have  been  a  stated  attendant  on 
divine  worship,  in  the  said  church  congregation  or  society,  at  least  one 
year  before  sucft  election,  and  shall  have  contributed  to  the  support  of 
the  said  church,  congregation  or  society,  according  to  the  usages  and 
customs  thereof;  and  that  the  said  clerk  to  the  said  trustees  for  the  time  Reg^rof 
being,  shall  keep  a  register  of  the  names  of  all  such  persons  as  shall  from  hearers, 
time  to  time  desire  to  become  stated  hearers  in  the  said  church,  congre- 
gation or  society,  and  shall  therein  note  the  time  when  such  request  was 
made,  and  that  the  said  clerk  shall  from  time  to  time  attend  all  such  future 
elections,  in  order  to  test  the  qualifications  of  such  electors,  in  case  any 
objections  shall  be  made,  as  to  the  time  when  such  elector  became  a  stated 
attendant  on  divine  worship  in  the  said  church,  congregation  or  society. 

And  be  itfurtJur  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  nothing  in  this  Salary  of 
act  contained,  shall  be  construed,  adjudged  or  taken,  to  give  to  the  said  ^Se'taed 
trustees  or  their  successors,  any  power  or  authority  whatsoever,  to  fix  or  Y^®^' 
ascertain  the  salary  or  salaries,  stipend  or  stipends,  to  be  paid  to  the 
minister  or  ministers  of  the  said  church,  congregation,  or  society;  and 
that  whenever  it  shall  be  necessary  to  fix  or  ascertain  such  salaries  or 
stipends,  the  same  shall  be  fixed  and  ascertained  by  the  electors  afore- 
said, or  the  major  part  of  them,  at  a  meeting  to  be  called  for  that  pur- 
pose; which  salaries  or  stipends  when  fixed  and  ascertained,  shall  be  rati- 
fied and  confirmed  by  the  said  trustees,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  by 
an  instrument  in  writing,  under  the  common  seal  of  the  said  trustees;  and 
the  said  trustees,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  and  hereby  are  authorized 
and  empowered  to  pay  and  discharge  the  same  out  of  the  revenues  of 
the  said  church,  congregation  or  society. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  construed,  adjudged  or  taken,  to  abridge  or 
affect  the  rights  of  conscience,  or  private  judgment,  or  in  the  least  to 
alter  or  change  the  religious  constitutions  or  governments  of  either  of 
the  said  churches,  congregations  or  societies,  so  far  as  respects,  or  in  any 
wise  concerns,  the  doctrine,  discipline  or  worship  thereof. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all  and  every 
corporation,  trustees,  or  persons  intrusted  with  the  management,  care 
and  disposition  of  the  temporalities  of  any  church,  congregation  or  re- 
ligious society,  already  incorporated,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  incorpo- 
rated within  this  State,  or  a  majority  of  them  respectively,  shall,  and  hereby 
are  required  once  in  every  three  years,  and  between  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary and  the  first  day  of  April  triennially,  to  be  computed  from  the  first 
day  of  January  next  ensuing,  to  exhibit  upon  oath  to  the  chancellor,  or 
to  one  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court,  or  any  of  the  judges  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas,  in  the  county  where  such  church,  congregation 
or  religious  society  shall  be  situated,  an  account  and  inventory  of  all 
the  estate,  both  real  and  personal  belonging  to  such  church  congrega- 
tion or  religious  society  (at  the  time  of  making  oath,  and  exhibiting  snch 
inventory  and  account)  for  which  they  respectively  are  trustees  or  Mana- 
gers as  aforesaid,  together  with  an  account  of  the  annual  revenue  aris- 
ing therefrom.  And  if  any  such  trustees,  or  persons  intrusted  with  the 
care  management  and  disposition  of  the  temporalities  of  any  church, 
congregation  or  religious  society  as  aforesaid,  shall  neglect  to  exhibit  an 
account  and  inventory  of  the  estate  and  annual  revenue  of  the  church 
congregation  or  religious  society,  of  which  they  respectively  are  trustees, 
or  intrusted  with  the  care  and  disposition  of  the  temporalities  as  afore- 
said, for  any  space  of  time  longer  than  one  year,  after  the  expiration  of 
the  three  years,  within  which  it  is  hereby  made  their  duty  respectively  to 
render  such  account  and  inventory  as  aforesaid,  such  trustees  or  persons 
intrusted  with  the  management,  care  and  disposition  of  any  of  the  tem- 
poralities of  any  church  congregation  or  religious  society  as  aforesaid, 
shall  from  thenceforth  cease  to  be  a  body  corporate.      * 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  in  all  cases, 
where  it  shall  appear  by  the  accounts  and  inventory  herein  before  di- 
rected to  be  exhibited  by  the  trustees,  or  other  persons  aforesaid  to  the 
chancellor,  justices  or  judges  as  aforesaid,  that  the  annual  revenue  of  any 
church  congregation  or  religious  society,  exceeds  the  sum,  which  by  vir- 
tue of  any  charter  or  law,  they  may  or  can  respectively  hold,  possess,  or 
enjoy,  it  shall  be  and  hereby  is  made  the  duty  of  such  chancellor,  justices 
or  judges  as  aforesaid  respectively,  to  report  the  same  together  with  the 
account  and  inventory  by  which  such  excess  shall  be  made  to  appear  as 
aforesaid,  to  the  legislature  at  their  then  next  meeting. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful,  to  and  for  every  religious  corporation,  created  by  letters 
patent  under  the  great  seal  of  the  colony  of  New  York,  to  have,  hold  oc- 
cupy and  enjoy,  lands,  tenements,  goods  and  chatties  of  the  yearly  value 
of  one  thousand  two  hundred  pounds,  altho*  the  letters  patent  by 
which  such  corporation  respectively  were  created,  should  contain  a 
clause  or  clauses  restricting  and  limiting  the  annual  revenue  and  income 
of  such  corporation,  at  a  sum  less  than  one  thousand  two  hundred 
pounds,  any  law  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwith- 
standing. 
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CHAP.  19. 

AN  ACT  to  empower  the  auditors,  appointed  to  liquidate,  and 
settle  the  accounts  of  the  troops  of  this  State,  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  to  grant  certificates  to  the  troops  of  this 
State  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  for  their  pay  accrued 
for  the  time  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  6th  of  April,  1784. 

Whereas  in  and  by  the  act  entitled  An  Act  for  the  further  settlement  Pwambie. 
of  the  accounts  of  the  troops  of  this  State,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  passed  the  13th  of  April  1783.  And  also  by  the  Act  entitled  an 
act  for  the  relief  of  deranged  officers,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned,  the  said  auditors  were  directed  to  certify  the  ballance  due 
to  each  person  respectively,  to  the  treasurer  of  this  State  —  And 
whereas  the  pay  masters  and  agents,  of  the  late  two  regiments  of  in- 
fantry, and  of  the  regiment  of  artillery  of  this  State,  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  by  their  memorial  presented  to  the  legislature,  have 
requested,  that  the  said  auditors  be  directed  to  issue,  transferrable  cer- 
tificates for  the  ballance  due  to  each  person  respectively  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorky  represented  Audi  tore 
in  Senate  arid  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same y  ^rtfflcatei 
That  the  auditors,  appointed  to  liquidate,  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  to  be 
troops  of  this  State,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  or  any  two  of  witi/^ 
them,  shall  cause  a  competent  number  of  certificates  to  be  printed  in  such  **lj°*^ 
form  and  manner,  as  they  shall  deem  best  calculated  to  prevent  frauds 
and  counterfeits  and  with  blanks  for  the  name  of  and  sum  due,  to  the 
person  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  given,  and  to  bear  date  the  first  day 
of  January,  one  thousand,  seven  hundred,  and  eighty  two,  purporting 
that  the  person  named  in  such  certificate  or  his  assigns  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  the  sum  specified  in  such  certificate,  from  the  treasurer  of 
this  State  in  current  lawful  money  of  this  State,  with  interest  for  the 
same,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum  from  the  date  thereof  and 
the  said  auditors,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  subscribe  the  said  certificates, 
and  shall  give,  to  each  officer,  non  commissioned  officer  and  private, 
such  certificate  or  certificates  as  aforesaid,  for  the  ballance  due,  Pro- 
vided always  that  the  said  accounts  shall  be  liquidated  and  settled  by  the 
said  auditors,  agreably  to  the  directions  contained  in  the  following  acts, 
to  wit.  An  Act  entitled  An  Act  for  the  further  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  the  troops  of  this  State,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  passed 
the  13th  April  1782,  the  act  entitled   An  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
an  act  for  the  further  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  troops  of  this 
State,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  passed  the  8th  March  1783, 
and  the  act  for  the  relief  of  deranged  officers,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned,  passed  the  i8th  March  1783. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and  Audltore 
may  be  lawful  for  the  said  auditors  or  any  two  of  them  to  liquidate  and  Sjc^ueSs* 
settle  the  accounts  of  Major  General  McDougall,  and  of  Brigadier  Gen-  of  officere 
eral  James  Clinton,  and  of  such  persons,  who.  were  their  respective  aids,  andirrant 
who  at  the  time  they  entered  into  the  service  were  inhabitants  of  this  JSes?' 
State,  or  officers  in  the  line  of  this  State,  and  of  the  Reverend  John 
Ganoe  late  chaplain  to  the  brigade  under  the  command  of  Brigadier 
General  James  Clinton,  and  of  the  Reverend  John  Mason  late  chaplain 
to  the  garrison  at  West-point  and  grant  to  them  respectively,  certifi- 
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cates  in  like  manner  as  is  directed  by  this  act,  with  respect  to  officers 
and  privates  of  the  two  late  regiments  of  infantry,  and  regiment  of 
artillery,  of  the  line  of  this  State  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  ballance  due  them  respectively,  for  their  pay  accrued  in  the 
year,  one  thousand,  seven  hundred  an  eighty-one.  And  that  the 
accounts  of  the  said  several  officers  abovementioned  shall  be  settled 
agreable  to  the  establishment  of  daily  or  monthly  pay  at  the  periods 
when  the  pay  accrued,  that  in  settlement  of  such  accounts,  the 
said  auditors,  shall  charge  the  said  officers  with  the  cloathing  which  was 
delivered  to  them  since  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty,  on  account  of  this  State,  at  the  prices  at  which  the  same  were 
directed  to  be  delivered,  and  also  with  the  monies,  advanced  to  them 
respectively  on  account  of  this  State,  in  the  year  one  thousand,  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-one,  ascertaining  the  value  of  such  money  if  in 
paper  currency,  agreable  to  what  shall  be  deemed,  by  the  said  auditors, 
the  actual  value  thereof  at  the  time  of  such  payments  respectively. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  accounts  of  all 
persons  intitled  to  benefit  by  this  act,  and  who  are  deceased,  shall  be 
settled  and  liquidated  by  the  said  auditors,  in  like  manner,  as  if  such 
persons  had  been  in  full  life,  and  the  certificates  for  the  ballances, 
which  shall  appear  to  have  been  due  to  such  persons  at  the  time  of  their 
decease  respectively,  shall  be  given  to,  and  in  the  name  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  such  persons  respectively,  and  the  said  auditors,  shall 
from  time  to  time  make  due  returns  to  the  treasurer  of  this  State  of  all 
the  certificates  issued  by  them. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  cer- 
tificates, directed  to  be  given  by  this  act,  subscribed  by  the  said  audit- 
ors, or  any  two  of  them,  shall  be  receivable  in  payment  upon  the  pur- 
chases of  forfeited  estates,  for  the  amount  of  the  principle  and  interest 
thereof,  at  the  same  rate  with  specie. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawfull,  to  and  for  the  said  auditors,  and  they  are  hereby  re- 
quired, to  adjust  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  additional  pay  of  the 
officers  designated  in  the  act  of  congress  of  the  twenty-first  February 
seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-three,  from  the  first  of  August  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  to  the  last  day  of  De- 
cember in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  one, 
both  days  inclusive,  and  to  grant  such  certificates  therefor,  as  by 
this  law  they  are  directed  to  grant  to  officers,  non  commissioned  offi- 
cers and  privates  of  the  line  of  this  State,  lately  serving  in  the  army 
of  the  United  States  —  provided  always  that  previous  to  such  settlement 
every  claimant,  under  this  clause,  shsdl  produce  to  the  said  auditors,  a 
certificate,  subscribed  by  the  pay  master  general  or  his  deputy,  that  he 
has  received  no  compensation  for  his  additional  pay,  for  the  time  in- 
cluded in  th^  period  aforesaid. 

And  be  if  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  au- 
ditors, or  any  two  of  them,  are  hereby  authorised  and  directed  to  grant 
certificates  for  the  pay  or  ballance  of  pay  which  may  be  due  to  any  per- 
son or  persons,  and  accrued  within  the  period  aforesaid,  to  whom  cer- 
tificates for  the  depreciation  of  pay  hath  been  given  by  the  said  audit- 
ors by  virtue  of  any  law  or  laws  of  this  State. 
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CHAP.  20. 

AN  ACT  for  the  immediate  sale  of  certain  forfeited  estates. 

Passed  the  6th  of  April,  1784. 

Whereas  the  public  exigencies  require  that  part  of  the  forfeited  Preamble, 
estates  should  be  sold. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre-  Oommte- 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  g'^ilSen- 
the  sanUy  That  Isaac  Stoutenburgh  Esquire,  one  of  the  commissioners  burgrb  to 
of  forfeitures  for  the  southern  district,  shall  forthwith  after  the  passing  of  Soid'of 
this  act,  sell  for  gold  or  silver  only,  such  part  of  the  real  estates  forfeited  Sj^o/*"*^ 
to  the  people  of  this  State,  and  situate  in  the  city  of  New  York  or  in  real  estate 
King's  county,  and  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  deem  most  beneficial  for  fS  TOuoUes 
this  State,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand  pounds,  any  for-  named, 
mer  law  to  the  contrary  thereof,  in  any  wise  notwithstanding:     Provided 
alway,  that  no  part  of  the  confiscated  estates  within  the  said  city  or 
county  shall  be  sold  as  aforesaid  which  are  mortgaged  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  money  emitted  by  virtue  of  the  act  entitled  '*An  act  approving 
of  the  act  of  congress  of  the  eighteenth  of  March  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty,  relative  to  the  finances  of  the  United  States,  and 
making  provision  for  redeeming  the  proportion  of  this  State,  of  the  bills 
of  credit  to  be  emitted  in  pursuance  of  the  said  acts  of  congress," 
passed  the  fifteenth  day  of  June  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  Isaac  to  certify 
Stoutenburgh  as  commissioner  as  aforesaid,  shall  certify  to  the  treasurer  JJ^^J^^y 
of  this  State,  the  sum  of  money  due  by  every  person  who  shall  become  sum  due 
a  purchaser  of  such  estates,  and  on  receiving  the  receipt  of  the  treasurer  pj^haser 
of  this  State,  that  purchase  money  has  been  paid  shall  execute  convey-  *nd  on 
ances  for  the  estates  which  shall  be  by  him  so  sold,  in  the  form  pre-  ISceipt^of 
scribed  in  and  by  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  forfeiture  and  sale  JS^^SSSe 
of  the  estates  of  persons  who  have  adhered  to  the  enemies  of  this  State  convey 
and  for  declaring  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  of  this  State  in  respect  ^^^^ 
to  all  property  within  the  same,'*  passed  the  twenty  second  day  of  Octo- 
ber one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine  only,  altering  such  parts 
of  the  form  as  may  be  necessary,  properly  to  express  that  the  same 
were  made  and  given  by  one  commissioner  and  that  such  conveyances 
shall  be  as  valid,  effectual  and  operative  in  the  law  as  if  the  same  had 
been  made  by  all  or  a  a  majority  of  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures 
for  the  southern  district. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^    That   the   said  to  til© 
commissioner  shall  file  abstracts  in  the  clerk's  office  of  the  county  in  f^  c^j^}.^^ 
which  the  land  lie,  and  which  abstracts  •  shall  be  entred  in  a  book,  and  oflQce  and 
such  commissioner  shall  make  return  to  the  legislature  in  like  manner  JJrnsS" 
as  is  directed  and  prescribed  in  and  by  the  third  and  fourth  sections  of  legisia- 
an  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  immediate  sale  of  part  of  the  forfeited  ***** 
estate,  passed  the  tenth  day  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fifty. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  com-  to  demise 
missioner  shall  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  demise  until  the  first  day  {JjJJ^^ 
of  May  which  will  be  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  sold, 
five,  such  of  the  forfeited  lands  and  tenements  as  are  now  or  may  here- 
after come  into  his  possession,  and  which  he  shall  not  sell  by  virtue  of 
this  act. 
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CHAP.  21. 

AN  ACT  to  divide  the  township  of  Hempstead  in  Queens  county. 

Passed  the  6th  of  April,  1784. 

Preamble.       WHEREAS  the  township  of  Hempstead  in  Queens  county  is  so  situated 
as  to  render  the  transacting  of  business  at  their  annual  town  meetings, 
and  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  town  officers  very  inconvenient; 
for  remedy  thereof, 
South  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in 

5J2ir  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
That  all  that  part  of  the  said  township  of  Hempstead  south  of  the 
county  road  that  leads  from  Jamaica  nearly  through  the  middle  of 
Hempstead  Plains  to  the  east  part  thereof,  shall  be  included  in  one  town- 
ship, and  be  hereafter  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  South  Hemp- 
North  stead;  and  that  all  the  residue  of  the  said  township  of  Hempstead  shall 
M^St      ^^  included  in  one  township,  and  be  hereafter  called  and  known  by  the 

name  of  the  township  of  North  Hempstead. 
Power  to        And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  f  ree- 
meettoffl''  holders  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  several  townships  shall  have  full 
etc.        *   power  and  authority  to  convene  and  hold  annual  town-meetings  within 
their  respective  townships;  and  then  and  there  by  plurality  of  voices  to 
to  elect  and  choose  a  supervisor,  town  clerk  and  all  other  necessary  offi- 
cers, and  enjoy  the  like  priviledges  which  by  the  laws  of  this  State  are 
incident  to  other  townships  in  Queens  county;  who  when  so  chosen  and 
ehected,  shall  respectively  be  vested  with  and  have  the  like  power  and 
authority,  and  be  subject  to  the  like  rules,  regulations  and  penalties^  as 
are  by  law  prescribed  for  such  officers  respectively,  in  the  other  town- 
ships in  the  said  county. 
Taxeu  now      -^^^  ^^  i^  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  the  taxes 
t  "be^^'^   now  due  and  in  arrear  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  township  of 
levied.        Hempstead,  shall  be  levied  and  collected  by  the  collectors  thereof^  in 

like  manner  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  passed. 
Right  of  And  be  it  encuted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  inhabitants  of 
flSin''^'  S^^^^  Hempstead  shall  enjoy  the  right  of  oystering,  fishing  and  clam- 
etc.  *'  ming,  in  the  creeks  bays  and  harbours  of  North  Hempstead ;  and  that 
the  inhabitants  of  North  Hempstead  shall  have  and  enjoy  the  like  rights 
and  priviledges,  in  the  creeks  bays  and  harbours  of  South  Hempstead. 
Bieotore  to  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  freeholders  and 
on*dm*  inhabitants  of  South  Hempstead,  shall  convene  together  on  Tuesday 
"f  °t  1*°^  the  thirteenth  day  of  April  instant  in  the  town  spot  of  South  Hemstead, 
ervieors,  and  then  and  there  by  a  plurality  of  voices  choose  a  supervisor,  town 
^^'  clerk,  and  all  other  necessary  t6wn  officers,  as  aforesaid;  and  that  the 

freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  North  Hempstead,  shall  convene  together 
on  Wednesday  the  fourteenth  day  of  April  instant  at  Searing  Town  and 
there  by  a  plurality  of  voices  choose  a  supervisor,  town  clerk,  and  all 
Judges  of   other  necessary  town  officers:  And  that  the  present  justices  of  the  peace 
election,     of  said  township,  with  the  supervisor  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall 
Annual       superintend  direct  and  be  judges  of  the  said  elections:    And  that  for 
meetinga.  ^^er  thereafter  the  said  annual  town-meetings  shall  be  held  on  such 
days  as  are  directed  by  a  law  of  this  State  in  that  case  made  and  pro- 
vided, and  at  such  place  as  a  majority  of  the  supervisors  and  justices 
shall  direct. 
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CHAP.  22, 

AN  ACT  to  appoint  his  excellency  the  governor  of  this  State  or 
person  administring  the  government  for  the  time  being,  and 
the  commissioners  therein  designated  to  superintend  Indian 
affairs. 

Passed  the  6th  of  April,  1784. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  repre-  Governor 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  misiSSnm 
samcy  That  his  excellency  the  governor,  or  person  administring  the  gov-  *<>  enter 
emment  for  the  time  being,  together  with  the  commissioners  appointed-  tnota^th 
or  to  be  appointed,  by  virtue  of  the  act  entitled,  An  act  for  Indian  af-  Indians, 
fairs  passed  the  twenty  fifth  day  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty  three,  together  with  such  other  persons  as  the  governor  and 
commissioners  shall  deem  it  expedient  and  necessary  to  associate  with 
themselves,  shall  and  may,  and  hereby  are  authorized  and  required,  to 
enter  into  such  compact  or  compacts,  agreement  or  agreements,  with 
any  Indians,  residing;  within  this  State,  as  he,  such  commissioners  and 
such  associates  shall  judge  to  be  for  the  interest  of  the  people  of  this 
State,  and  to  stipulate  the  ratification  of  any  such  compact  or  compacts, 
agreement  or  agreements,  by  the  people  of  this  State,  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly. 

And  be  it  further  encuted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  gover-  Governor 
nor,  and  any  two  of  the  said  commissioners,  shall  and  may  execute  any  Jwo  00m- 
duties  required  of  him  or  them  by  virtue  oif  this  act,  or  which  may  be  missionere 
required  of  him  or  them,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner,  as  altho  all  the  cuU  duties 
said  commissioners  were  present.  bySSSfaot. 


CHAP.  23. 

AN  ACT  for  repairing  the  court  house  and  gaol  in  Kings  county. 

Passed  the  6th  of  April,  1784. 

Whereas  the  court  house  and  gaol  in  Kings  county  have  by  the  Preamble, 
troops  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain  during  the  late  war  been  rendered 
unfit  for  use,  or  the  reception  and  confinement  of  prisoners. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  supervis- 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  ore  of 
That  the  supervisors  of  the  several  townships  in  Kings  county  for  the  ooSSyto 
time  being,  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  cause  ^f^guJ^  ' 
to  be  raised  levied  and  collected  of  and  from  the  freeholders  and  inhab-  named 
itants  of  the  said  county  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  hundred  pounds,  for  iSgSKtT 
repairing  the  said  court  house  and  gaol,  besides  the  expence  of  collect-  Jjouee  and 
ing  the  same ;  which  said  two  hundred  pounds,  shall  be  raised  levied 
and  collected  in  like  manner  as  the  other  contingent  charges  of  the 
county  are  raised  and  collected,  and  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
county  for  the  time  being. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  Philip  Nagel  Trusteee 
and  Jeremyas  Vanderbilt  be  and  hereby  are  authorized  and  empowered  SmJJ^^ 
to  cause  the  said  court  house  and  gaol  to  be  repaired  and  finished  in  p*i«  to  be 
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made  and 
inspeot 
and  audit 
accounts, 
etc. 


such  manner  as  they  shall  deem  sufficient ;  and  are  appointed  trustees 
to  inspect,  examine,  audit,  and  pay  and  discharge  all  the  accounts  for 
workmanship  or  labor  done,  or  any  materials  found  or  proided,  for  re- 
pairing the  said  court  house  and  gaol ;  and  that  the  county  treasurer  for 
the  time  being  shall  and  do  pay  to  the  said  trustees  from  time  to  time 
such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  they  shall  require  for  repairing  the  said 
court  house  and  gaol,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred pounds;  and  that  the  said  trustees  shall  from  time  to  time  exhibit 
to  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  to  be  holden  in  the  county, 
for  their  examinaj.ion,  accounts  of  the  expenditure  of  the  monies  which 
shall  be  by  them  received  from  the  county  treasurer,  for  repairing  the 
said  court  house  and  gaol. 


CHAP.  24. 


Preamble. 


Judge  to 
summarily 
inquire 
into  facts 
and  if  it 
appears 
that  per- 
son named 
was  forci- 
bly taken, 
etc.,  to 
discharge 
from  ar- 
rest. 


Exempt 
from  ar- 
rest on 
civil  pro- 
cess Tor 
six  days. 


AN  ACT  for  the  immediate  relief  of  Stephen  Barnes. 

Passed  the  8th  of  April,  1784, 

Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  by  the  government  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  to  the  government  of  this  State,  that  a  number  of  persons 
disguised,  lately  in  a  violent  manner,  broke  and  entered  the  dwelling 
house  of  Stephen  Barnes  at  New- Fairfield  in  the  said  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  with  force  conveyed  the  said  Stephen  Barnes  from  New  Fair- 
field aforesaid  to  the  county  of  Dutchess  within  this  State,  in  order  that 
civil  process,  issuing  out  of  the  courts  of  justice  within  this  State  might 
be  served  on  him,  and  the  said  Stephen  Barnes  accordingly  was  brought 
into  this  State,  immediately  arrested,  and  taken  into  custody  at  the  suit 
of  several  persons  by  virtue  of  special  deputations  obtained  from  the 
sherif  of  the  county  of  Dutchess  for  the  purpose  and  is  now  confined 
on  the  said  arrests  in  the  gaol  of  the  said  county. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre^ 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  cf 
the  same^  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful,  to  and  for  such  judge  of  the 
inferior  court  of  common  pleas  for  the  county  of  Dutchess,  as  shall  be 
applied  to  for  that  purpose,  either  by  the  attorney  general,  or  the  said 
Stephen  Barnes,  and  such  judge  is  hereby  directed  and  enjoind  to  en- 
quire in  a  summary  manner  into  the  facts  above  cited,  and  if  on  such 
enquiry  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  judge,  that  the  said  Stephen  Barnes, 
was  so  forcibly  taken,  in  the  said  State  of  Connecticut,  and  conveyed 
into  this  State  with  intent  that  civil  process,  out  of  the  courts  of  this 
State,  might  be  served  on  him  the  said  Stephen  Barnes,  that  it  shall  then 
be  lawful  for  the  said  judge,  to  order  the  said  Stephen  Barnes  to  be  dis- 
charged from  all  arrests  made  at  the  time,  or  at  any  time  since  he  was 
so  conveyed  into  this  State  :  And  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  sherif  or 
any  other  officer  of  the  county  of  Dutchess,  unless  oil  criminal  process 
to  take  or  arrest  the  said  Stephen  Barnes,  for  the  space  of  six  days  next 
after  the  said  Stephen  Barnes  shall  be  discharged  from  the  said  arrests 
and  released  from  confinement  in  consequence  thereof. 
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CHAP.  25. 

AN  ACT  to  ascertain  weights  and  measures  within  this  State. 

Passed  the  loth  of  April,  1784. 

Whereas  it  is  agreeable  to  equity  and  beneficial  to  commerce,  that  a  Preimbie. 
people  who  live  in  the  same  community,  shall  have  one  equal  and  just 
weight  and  ballance  according  to  a  true  and  perfect  standard,  and  assize 
of  measure  to  be  established  by  law,  without  which  necessary  provision, 
frauds  and  deceits  may  be  practised  with  impunity. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre-  Weights 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  5?^'toK 
the  satnCy  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  June  next,  there  shall  be  23"?^' 
one  just  beam,  one  certain  weight  and  measure,  that  is  to  say,  averdu-  state. 
•  poize  and  Troy  weights,  bushels,  half  bushels,  pecks  and  half  pecks,  ac- 
cording to  the  standard  in  use  in  this  State,  on  the  day  of  the  declara- 
tion of  the  independence  thereof.  And  that  the  standard  weights  and  meas-  Weiirhts 
ures  in  the  custody  of  William  Hardenbrook,who  before  and  at  the  time  of  urea  now" 
the  said  declaration,  was  the  public  sealer  and  marker,  of  all  beams  and  {5  wuujS 
weights,  and  measures,  within  the  city  and  county  of  New  York;  which  stan-  Harden- 
derd  is  according  to  the  standard  of  the  court  of  exchequer  in  that  part  of  beSepoS- 
Great  Britain,  caJled  England,  shall  forever  hereafter  be  deposited  with,  i^d  with 
kept  and  preserved  by  the  clerk  of  the  peace  or  common  clerk  of  the  named 
city  and  county  of  New  York  for  the  time  being,  and  shall  be  and  m^i^n*" 
hereby  are  declared,  and  established  to  be  and  remain  the  standerd,  for  his  cue- 
ascertaining  all  beams,  weights  and  measures  throughout  the  State,  any  ^thS°^ 
usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding.  And  the  said  cit"k  t?* 
clerk  of  the  peace  or  common  clerk,  now,  and  for  the  time  being,  shall  take  oath, 
take  an  oath  to  be  administered  to  him  in  open  court  before  the  mayor  ®*^* 
recorder  and  aldermen  of  the  said  city,  well  and  faithfully  to  preserve 
the  said  weights,  seals  and  measures,  and  to  suffer  no  other  person  to 
make  use  of  the  same  except  a  sworn   public  sealer  and  marker  of 
weights  and  measures.  Provided  always.  That  the  said  William  Harden- 
brook,  shall  deliver  the  said  beam  weights  and  measures  to  the  clerk  of 
the  peace  or  common  clerk  of  the  said  city  and  county  in  the  presence 
of  the  mayor,  recorder  and  one  or  more  of  the  aldermen  of  the  said 
city,  and  shall  declare  on  his  solemn  oath,  that  the  said  beam,  weights 
or  measures  are  the  same  which  he  received  from  the  court  of  exchequer 
aforesaid,  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

Promded  always  and  be  it  further  enacted  That  if  any  of  the  said  K  stand- 
standard  beams  weights  and.  measures  shall   be  broken,  impaired  or  ^JS^Js"** 
missing,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  mayor  and  alder-  and  meas- 
men  of  the  city  of  New  York  in  common  council  convened,  to  cause  to  broken, 
be  delivered  to  the  said  clerk  of  the  peace,  or  common  clerk  for  the  ^J'^^^ 
time  being  any  standard  beam  weights  and  measures,  respectively,  to  supply 
supply  such  deficiency,  taking  care  that  the  same  is  according  to  the  ^®"<'*®'^*'y- 
standard  established  in  the   late  colony  now  State  of  New  York  imme- 
diately preceding  the  declaration  of  independence  of  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  for  the  bet-  ]^"<>°®  ^ 
ter  observance  and  execution  of  this  act  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  cointed 
and  for  his  excellency  the  governor  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  by  and^maik^ 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council  of  appointment,  to  ap-  ing  beams, 
point  fit  persons  in  all  convenient  and  proper  places  within  this  State  ®^^  ^  ^ 
for  sealing  and  marking  all  beams  weights  and  measures.  That  the  per-  marked. 
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Official 
oath,  etc 


Bights, 
eto.,  ro- 
seired. 


sons  so  to  be  appointed  shall  impress  with  the  letter  A  all  beams, 
weights  and  measures,  to  be  sealed  and  marked  by  each  of  them  respec- 
tively, and  shall  respectively  take  and  subscribe  an  oath,  before  one.  of 
the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county  in  which  he  or 
they  shall  reside  for  the  faithful  execution  of  the  trust  to  be  committed 
to  them  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  the  judge  before  whom  such  oath 
shall  be  taken,  shall  cause  a  certificate  thereof  to  be  filed  with  the  clerk 
of  the  county  wherein  such  judge  shall  reside  and  every  such  sworn 
public  sealer  and  marker  of  weights  seals  and  measures,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  receive  for  his  pains  in  sealing  and  marking  all  such  beams  and 
measures,  as  shall  from  time  to  time  for  that  purpose  be  brought  to  him, 
the  rate  of  nine  pence,  and  for  every  weight,  and  every  small  liquid 
measure  one  penny  and  no  more:  Saving  always  nevertheless  unto  the 
cities  of  New  York  and  Albany  and  borough  of  Westchester,  and  the 
mayors  thereof  for  the  time  being,  all  such  rights,  previledges  and  usages 
as  they  respectively  can  justly  claim  as  clerks  of  the  markets  within  the 
said  cities  and  borough,  or  otherwise  howsoever,  any  thing  herein  con- 
tained to  the  contrary  notwitstanding. 


CHAP.  26. 


Preamble. 


SummoDS 
maybe 
iseaed  to 
compel 
attend- 
ance of 
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to  make 
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to  be  used 
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fees. 


AN  ACT  authorising  magistrates  within  this  State,  to  take  affida- 
vits to  be  used  in  the  manner  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  loth  of  April,  1784. 

Whereas  persons  residing  within  this  State  may  be  material  witnesses 
in  causes  to  be  tried  in  others  of  the  United  States,  and  may  refuse  to 
attend  at  the  tryal  of  such  causes,  or  voluntarily  to  make  affidavit  of  the 
circumstances  they  may  know  touching  the  matter  in  dispute,  and 
whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  legislature  that  it  is  the  practice  in  the 
courts  of  justice  in  some  of  the  United  States,  to  admit  as  legal  evi- 
dence, affidavits  taken  in  the  manner  herein  after  mentioned 

I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York 
represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority 
of  the  samCy  That  it  shall  be  lawful,  for  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court,  or 
any  magistrate  of  any  city  or  county  within  this  State  upon  application 
by,  or  in  behalf  of  either  of  the  parties  to  a  suit  depending  in  a  court 
of  judicature  in  any  other  of  the  United  States,  and  information  that 
any  person  residing  within  the  county  where  such  application  is  made, 
is  a  material  witness  in  the  suit,  to  issue  a  summons  to  such  person  re- 
quiring him  or  her  to  appear,  and  make  affidavit  of  all  such  matters  and 
things  as  he  or  she  may  know  concerning  the  same,  and  to  transmit  the 
affidavit  to  the  court  where  the  cause  is  depending  in  such  manner  as 
the  practice  of  such  court  may  require  to  render  such  affidavit  legal 
testimony. 

Provided  always  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid 
That  every  witness  who  shall  be  summoned  to  give  evidence  in  manner 
aforesaid  shall  be  intitled  to  receive  from  the  party  at  whose  instance 
he  shall  be  summoned,  four  shillings  for  every  day  he  shall  give  his  at- 
tendance, and  that  no  witness  shall  be  bound  to  appear  by  virtue  of 
this  act,  except  only  before  one  of  the  judges  or  magistrates  who  shall 
be  nearest  to  the  place  of  residence  of  such  witness* 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  whenever  any  Warrant 
person  shall  refuse  to  appear  and  make  affidavit  in  pursuance  of  such  ^fSst 
summons,  a  warrant  shall  issue  from  such  judge  or  magistrate  to  com-  J^SSm" 
pel  his  appearance,  and  if  on  his  appearance  he  shall  refuse  to  make  to  appear, 
affidavit,  or  affirmation  if  a  Quaker,  of  the  fact  which  may  be  within 
"his  knowledge  touching  the  matters  in  question,  he  shall  be  committed 
to  the  common  gaol  of  the  county,  there  to  remain  without  bail  or 
'mainprise  for  the  term  of  six  callender  months. 


CHAP.  27. 

AN  ACT  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  An  act  to  revive  and  amend 
an  act  entitled  an  act  more  effectually  to  prevent  robberies 
within  this  State. 

Passed  the  loth  of  April,  1784. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Pecfle  of  the  State  of  New  Yorky  represented  in  Act  Darned 
Senate  and  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  wpealed. 
That  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  revive  and  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
more  effectually  to  prevent  robberies  within  this  State,"  passed  the  first 
day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  shall  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed. 


CHAP.  28.. 

AN  ACT  to  prevent  the  danger  arising  from  the  pernicious  prac- 
tice of  lodging  gun  powder  in  dwelling  houses,  stores,  or  other 
places  within  certain  parts  of  the  city  of  New  York,  or  on  board 
of  vessels  within  the  harbour  thereof. 

Passed  the  13th  of  April,  1784. 

Whereas  the  storing  of  gun  powder  within  the  city  of  New  York  is  Preamble, 
dangerous  to  the  safety  thereof. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Vorhy  repre-  Unlawful 
sefited  in  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  ^npow- 
t^i€  samcy  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  not  be    u^ntities 
lawfull  for  any  merchant,  shopkeeper,  or  retailer,  or  any  other  person,  or  exceeding 
persons  whatsoever,  to  have  or  keep  any  quantity  of  gun  powder  exceed-  |]^ht'^' 
ing  twenty-eight  pounds  weight,  in  any  one  place,  less  than  one  mile  to  pounds 
the  northward  of  the  city  hall  of  the  said  city,  except  in  the  public  mag-  publfc  ° 
azine  at  the  Fresh-water,  and  the  said  quantity  of  twenty-eight  pounds  S5^*'*"®' 
weight,  which  shall  be  lawfull  for  any  person  to  have  and  keep  at  any 
place  within  this  city,  shall  be  seperated  into  four  stone  jugs  or  tin  can- 
nisters,  which  shall  not  contain  more  than  seven  pounds  each,  on  pain 
of  forfeiting  all  such  gun  powder,  and  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  for  every 
hundred  weight,  and  in  that  proportion  for  a  greater  or  lesser  quantity.  Penalty, 
and  upon  pain  of  forfeiting  such  quantity  which  any  person  may  lawfully 
keep  as  aforesaid,  and  which  shall  not  be  seperated  as  above  directed, 
with  full  costs  of  suit  to  any  person,  or  persons,  who  will  inform  and 
sue  for  the  same,  by  any  action,  bill,  or  information,  in  any  of  the  courts 
of  record,  in  this  city,  who  are  hereby  impowered,   and  required,  to 
give  special  judgment  in  such  action  bills  or  informations,  to  be  brought 
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by  virtue  of  this  act,  as  well  for  the  recovery  of  the  value  of  such  gun 
powder  in  specie,  as  for  the  penalty  aforesaid,  besides  costs,  and  to 
award,  effectual  execution  thereon,  provided  always  that  all  suits,  actions, 
or  prosecutions  to  be  brought,  commenced,  or  prosecuted,  against  any 
person  or  persons,  for  any  thing  done  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  l^ 
commenced  and  prosecuted  without  willful  delay,  within  two  callender 
months  next  after  the  fact  was  committed,  and  not  otherwise. 

And  whereas  vessels  arriving  from  sea,  and  having  onboard  as  part  of 
their  cargo  a  quantity  of  gun  powder. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  commander,  or  owner 
or  owners,  of  all  such  ships  or  vessels,  having  gun  powder  onboard, 
shall,  within  twenty-four  hours  after  her  arrival  in  the  harbour,  and 
before  they  haWl  along  side  of  any  wharf,  pier  or  key  within  the  city, 
land  the  said  gun  powder,  by  means  of  their  boat  or  boats,  or  any  other 
craft,  at  any  place  along  the  ship  yards  on  the  East  river,  or  at  any  place 
to  the  northward  of  the  air  furnace  on  the  North  river,  which  may  be 
most  contigious  to  the  magazine  at  Fresh  water,  and  shall  cause  the  same 
o  be  stored  there,  or  in  any  other  proper  magazine,  which  now  is  or 
ereafter  may  be  built  for  that  purpose,  at  any  place  to  the  northward 
thereof,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  all  such  gun  powder,  to  any  person  or 
persons,  who  will  inform  and  sue  for  the  same,  in  like  manner,  as  is 
herein  before  directed,  with  respect  to  the  having  and  storing  of  gun 
powder  within  the  city  as  aforesaid.  And  in  order  to  prevent  any  fatal 
consequences  which  may  arise,  from  the  carriage  of  gun  powder,  in  and 
through  the  streets  of  the  city  of  New  York,  by  carts,  carriages,  or  by 
hand,  or  otherways,  it  shall  be  in  tight  cask,  well  headed  and  hooped, 
and  shall  be  put  into  bags  or  leather-cases,  and  intirely  covered  there- 
with, so  as  that  none  be  spilt  or  scattered  in  the  passage  thereof,  on  pain 
of  forfeiting  all  such  gun  powder,  as  shall  be  conveyed  through  any  of 
the  streets  aforesaid  in  any  other  manner  than  is  herein  directed,  and  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawfull  for  any  person  or  persons,  to  seize  the  same  to 
his  or  their  own  use  and  benefit  —  provided  the  person  or  persons  so 
offending,  be  thereof  lawfully  convicted,  before  the  mayor,  recorder,  or 
any  two  justices  of  the  city  aforesaid.  And  that  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawfull,  for  the  mayor  recorder,  or  any  two  justices  of  the  peace  of  the 
city  and  county  of  New  York,  upon  demand  made  by  any  inhabitant 
or  inhabitants  of  the  said  city,  who  assigning  a  reasonable  cause  of  sus- 
picion on  oath,  of  the  sufficiency  of  which  the  said  mayor  or  recorder, 
or  justices,  is  and  are  to  judge,  to  issue  his  or  their  warrant  or  war- 
rants, under  his  or  their  hands  and  seals,  for  searching  in  the  day  time 
for  gun  powder  in  any  building  or  place  whatsoever,  within  the  limits 
aforesaid,  or  any  ship  or  vessel  within  forty  eight  hours  after  her  arrival 
in  the  harbour,  or  at  any  time  after  any  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  and  may 
have  hawled  alongside  of  any  wharf  pier  or  key  within  the  limits  afore- 
said, and  that  upon  any  such  search,  it  shall  be  lawfull  for  the  searcheis 
or  persons  finding  the  same,  immidiatly  to  seize,  and  at  any  time  within 
twelve  hours  after  such  seizure,  to  cause  the  same  to  be  removed  to  the 
magazine  at  Fresh  water,  or  to  any  other  proper  magazine,  which  now  is 
or  hereafter  may  be  at  any  place  north  of  Fresh  water  aforesaid,  and  the 
same  being  so  removed,  it  shall  be  lawfull  to  detain  and  keep  the  same 
untill  it  shall  be  determined  by  the  mayor,  recorder  or  any  two  of  the 
justices  of  the  peace  of  the  city  and  county  aforesaid,  whether  the  same 
shall  be  forfeited  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  the  person  or  persons  so 
detaining  the  same,  shall  not  be  subject  or  liable  to  any  action  or  suit, 
for  the  detention  thereof,  provided  always  that  nothing  in  the  act  con- 
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tained,  shall  be  construed  to  authorize  any  person,  having  such  warrant 
to  take  advantage  of  the  same,  for  serving  any  civil  process  of  any  kind 
whatsoever. 

And  be  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  gun  K  found 
powder,  exceeding  the  quantity  which  any  person  by  this  act  may  law-  any  Sre 
fully  keep  in  his  custody,  shall  be  found  during  any  fire,  or  alarm  of  fire,  ™JJ,^ 
in  the  said  city,  by  any  of  the  firemen  of  the  said  city,  it  shall  be  law-  without; 
full  for  him  to  seize  the  same,  without  warrant  from  a  majestrate,  and  to  '^*"^'*'- 
hold  and  have  the  same  to  his  own  use,  any  thing  in  this  act  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding.     This  act  to  be  and  continue  in  force  from  the 
passing  thereof,  untill  the  twenty-eight  day  of  February  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  eighty  six. 


CHAP.  29. 

AN  ACT  to  lengfthen  the  terms  of  the  inferior  courts  of  com- 
mon pleas  and  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  in  the  counties  of 
Westchester,  Queens  and  Richmond ;  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  13th  of  April,  1784. 

Whereas  the  duration  of  the  terms  of  the  inferior  courts  of  common  Preamble, 
pleas  and  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  in  the  counties  of  Westchester, 
Queens  and  Richmond ;  which,  in  the  county  of  Westchester,  continue 
from  the  fourth  Tuesday  in  May  until  the  Friday  following,  and  from 
the  first  Tuesday  in  November  until  the  Friday  following,  in  every  year; 
in  Queens  county,  from  the  third  Tuesday  in  May  until  the  Friday  fol- 
lowing, and  from  third  Tuesday  in  September  until  the  Friday  following, 
in  every  year;  and  in  Richmond  county,  from  the  first  Tuesday  in  May 
until  the  Friday  following,  and  from  the  last  Tuesday  in  September  un- 
til the  Friday  following,  in  every  year,  are  found  from  experience,  to  be 
too  short  for  the  discharge  of  the  necessary  business  in  the  said  respec- 
tive courts. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  tJie  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre-  Tenns  of 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  whetTuT* 
the  samcy   That  the  terms  of  the  inferior  courts  of  common  pleas  and  ^^y^JJJ® 
general  sessions  of  the  peace  in  the  county  of  Westchester,  shall  here-  to  oioae. 
after  commence  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  May  and  first  Monday  in 
November,  in  every  year,  and  shall  continue*  until  the  several  Saturdays 
next  following,  inclusive ;  that  the  terms  of  the  inferior  courts  of  com- 
mon pleas  and  general  sessions  of  the  peace  in  Queens  county,  shall 
commence  on  the  third  Mondays  in  May  and  September,  in  every  year, 
and  shall  continue  until  the  several  Saturdays  next  following,  inclusive; 
and  that  the  inferior  courts  of  common  pleas  and  general  sessions  of 
the  peace  in  the  county  of  Richmond,  shall  commence  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  May  and  last  Monday  in  September,  in  every  year,  and  shall  con- 
tinue   until  the  several  Saturdays  next  following,  inclusive.     That  all  prooeBs 
process  issued  out  of  the  said  respective  courts,  and  made  returnable  tSnM?bie 
on  the  usual  return  days,  and  all  recognizances  by  which  any  person  or  on  usual 
persons  shall  be  bound  to  appear  on  the  said  usual  return  days,  shall  be  Sa^^aUd. 
deemed  good  and  valid  on  such  duys,  although  such  days  of  return  and 
appearance,  are  by  this  act,  respectively  altered. 
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Providtd  always^  and  be  it  furtlur  enacted^  That  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful,  to  and  for  each  of  the  said  courts  respectively,  when  they  shall 
conceive  the  due  administration  of  justice  will  admit  thereof,  to  adjourn 
over  the  said  courts  respectively  to  the  succeeding  term,  on  any  day 
proceeding  the  last  day  to  which  the  power  of  holding  such  of  the  said 
courts  is  hereby  extended  as  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  passed  this  present  meeting 
entitled  "An  act  relative  to  the  gaols  in  Suffolk,  Queens,  Richmond  and 
Westchester  counties,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned  "  the 
supervisors  of  the  said  county  of  Suffolk  were  directed  to  meet  at  the 
usual  place  of  meeting  of  the  supervisors  of  the  said  county  on  the  last 
Tuesday  in  March  last,  for  the  purposes  in  the  said  act  mentioned,  but 
for  want  of  timely  notice,  the  said  supervisors  could  not  be  assembled, 
according  to  the  intention  of  the  said  act. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful,  to  and  for  the  supervisors  of  the  ^aid  county  of  Suffolk  to  as- 
semble and  meet  together  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  May  next,  at  the 
place  and  for  the  purposes  in  and  by  the  said  act  mentioned  and  pre- 
scribed, and  it  is  hereby  declared  that  the  proceedings  of  the  said  super- 
visors on  the  said  day  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act,  shall  be  as  good, 
valid  and  effectual  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever,  as  if  the  same 
had  been  done  and  performed  on  the  day  in  the  said  recited  act  ap- 
pointed for  the  doing  and  performing  thereof. 


CHAP.  30. 


Letters 
patent 
recited. 


AN  ACT  to  remove  doubts  concerning  the  corporation  of  the 
chamber  of  commerce  and  to  confirm  the  rights  and  privileges 
thereof. 

Passed  the  13th  of  April,  17S4. 

Preamble.  Whereas  George  the  Third  king  of  Great  Britain  did  on  the  thir- 
teenth day  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  grant 
certain  letters  patent  to  the  persons  therein  named  under  the  great  seal 
of  the  then  colony  of  New  York  which  said  letters  patent  are  in  the 
words  following  that  is  to  say 

George  the  Third  by  the  grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain  France  and 
Ireland  king  defender  of  the  faith  and  so  forth.  To  all  whom  these 
presents  shall  come  greeting. 

Whereas  a  great  number  of  merchants  in  our  city  of  New  York  in 
America,  have  by  a  voluutary  agreement  associated  themselves  for  the 
laudable  purposes  of  promoting  the  trade  and  commerce  of  our  said 
province. 
P««i^«»t*8  And  whereas  John  Cruger  Esquire  the  present  president  of  the  said 
^  ^^'  society  by  his  humble  petition  presented  in  behalf  of  the  said  society  to 
our  trusty  and  well  beloved  Cadwallader  Golden  Esquire  our  lieutenant 
governor  and  commander  in  chief  of  our  said  province  of  New  York 
and  the  territories  depending  thereon  in  America  and  read  in  our  coun- 
cil for  our  said  province  on  the  twenty  eighth  day  of  February  last  past, 
hath  represented  to  our  said  lieutenant  governor  that  the  said  society 
(sensible  that  numberless  inestimable  benefits  have  accrued  to  mankind 
from  commerce;  that  they  are  in  prot)ortion  to  their  greater  or  lesser 
application  to  it  more  or  less  opulent  and  potent  in  all  countries,  and 
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that  the  enlargement  of  trade  will  vastly  increase  the  value  of  real  es- 
tates as  well  as  the  general  oppulence  of  our  said  colony)  have  associated 
together  for  some  time  past  in  order  to  carry  into  execution  among 
themselves,  and  by  their  example  to  promote  in  others  such  measures 
as  were  beneficial  to  these  salutery  purposes,  and  the  said  society  hav- 
ing with  great  pleasure  and  satisfaction,  experienced  the  good  effects 
which  the  few  regulations  already  adopted,  had  produced,  were  very  de- 
sirous of  rendering  them  more  extensively  usefuU  and  permanent,  and 
more  adequate  to  the  purposes  of  so  benevolent  an  institution.  And  Prayer  for 
therefore  the  petitioner  in  behalf  of  the  said  society  most  humbly  prayed  uod.'***^'*' 
our  said  lieutenant  governor,  to  incorporate  them  a  body  politick,  and  to 
invest  them  with  such  powers  and  authorities  as  might  be  thought  most 
•conducive  to  answer  and  promote  the  commercial  and  consequently 
the  landed  interest  of  our  said  growing  colony,  which  petition  being  read 
as  afforesaid,  was  then  and  there  referd  to  a  committee  of  our  said  coun- 
cil and  afterwards  on  the  same  day  our  said  council  in  pursuance  of 
the  report  of  the  said  committee  did  humbly  advise  and  consent  that 
our  said  lieutenant  governor  by  our  letters  patent  should  constitute  and 
appoint  the  petitioner  and  the  present  members  of  the  said  society  a  body 
corporate  and  politick  by  the  name  of  The  Corporation  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  in  the  city  of  New  York  in  America  agreeable  to  the 
prayer  of  the  said  petition  Therefore  we  being  willing  to  further  the 
said  laudable  designs  of  our  said  loving  subjects  and  to  give  stabillity  to 
an  institution  from  whence  great  advantages  may  arise,  as  well  to  our 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  as  to  our  said  province.  Know  ye  that  of  our 
especial  grace,  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  we  have  willed,  or- 
dained, given,  granted,  constituted  and  appointed,  and  by  these  pres- 
ents for  us  our  heirs  and  successors.  Do  will  ordain,  give,  grant,  con- 
stitute, and  appoint  that  the  present  members  of  the  said  society  asso- 
ciated for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  that  is  to  say,  John  Cruger,  Elias  corpora- 
Desbrosses,  James  Jauncy,  Jacob  Walton,  Robert  Murray,  Hugh  Wal-  ^"• 
lace,  George  Folliot,  William  Walton,  John  Alsop,  Henry  White,  Philip 
Livingston,  Samuel  Verplank,  Theophylact  Bache,  Thomas  White,  Miles 
Sherbrooke,  Walter  Franklin,  Robert  Ross  Waddel,  Achison  Thompson, 
Lawrence  Kortwright,  Thomas  Randall,  William  McAdam,  Isaac  Low, 
Anthony  Van  Dam,  Robert  Watts,  John  Harris  Cruger,  Gerard  Walton, 
Isaac  Sears,  Jacobus  Van  Zandt,  Charles  McEvers,  John  Moore,  Lewis 
Pintard,  Levinus  Clarkson,  Nicholas  Goivemeur,  Richard  Yates,  Thomas 
Marston,  Peter  Hassencliver,  Alexr.  Wallace,  Gabriel  H.  Ludlow, 
Thomas  Buchannan,  William  Neilson,  Thomas  Simpson,  Peter  Kettle- 
tass,  Gerrard  W.  Beekman,  Jacob  Watson,  Richard  Sharp,  Peter  Rem- 
sen,  Henry  Remsen,  junior,  William  Seton,  Edward  Laight,  John  Reade, 
Robert  Alexander,  Thomas  W.  Moore,  Abraham  Lynsen,  John  Rose- 
velt,  Nicholas  Hoffman,  Hamilton  Young,  Thomas  Walton,  John  Thur- 
man,  John  Weatherhead,  Garret  Rapeljie,  Gerrard  Duyckink,  William 
Stapple,  William  Inlay,  Augustus  Van  Home,  Henry  C.  Bogert,  George 
W.  Ludlow,  Joseph  Bull,  Leonard  Lispenard,  Thomas  Miller,  James 
Beekman,  Samuel  Kimble,  Alexr.  McDonald  and  Samuel  Bayard 
junior,  all  of  our  city  of  New  York  in  our  said  province  of  New  York 
merchants  and  their  successors  to  be  elected  by  virtue  of  this  our  pres- 
ent charter  shall  forever  hereafter  be  one  body  corporate  and  politick  in 
deed  fact  and  name  by  the  name  stile  and  title  of  the  corporation 
of  the  chamber  of  commerce  in  the  city  of  New  York  in  America  and 
them  and  their  successors  by  the  same  name.  We  do  by  these  presents  Corporate 
really  and  fully  make  erect  create  constitute  and  declare  one  body  JSwersf 
politick  and  corporate  in  deed  fact  and  name  forever,  and  will  give 
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grant  and  ordain  that  they  and  their  successors  the  corporation  of  the 
chamber  of  commerce  in  the  city  of  New  York  in  America  by  the  same 
name  shall  and  may  have  perpetual  succession  and  shall  and  may  by 
the  same  name  be  persons  capable  in  the  law  to  sue  and  be  sued  im- 
plead and  be  impleaded  answer  and  be  answered  defend  and  be  de- 
fended in  all  courts  and  elsewhere  in  all  manner  of  actions  suits  com- 
plaints pleas  causes  matters  and  demands  whatsoever  as  fully  and 
amply  as  any  other  of  our  liege  subjects  of  our  said  province  of  New 
York  may  or  can  sue  or  be  sued  implead  or  be  impleaded  defend  or 
be  defended  by  any  lawfull  ways  or  means  whatsoever  and  that  they 
and  their  successors  by  the  same  name  shall  be  forever  hereafter  per- 
sons capable  and  able  in  the  law  to  purchase,  take  receive  hold  and 
enjoy  to  them  and  their  successors  any  messuages,  tenements,  houses 
and  real  estates  whatsoever  and  all  other  heriditaments  of  whatsoever 
nature  kind  and  quality  they  be  in  fee  simple  for  term  of  life  or  lives 
or  in  any  other  manner,  howsoever  and  also  any  goods,  chattels,  or  per- 
sonal estate  whatsoever  as  well  for  enabling  them  the  better  to  carry 
into  execution  encourage  and  promote  by  just  and  lawfull  ways  and 
means  such  measures  as  will  tend  to  promote  and  extend  just  and  law- 
full  commerce  as  to  provide  for,  aid,  and  assist  at  their  discretion  such 
members  of  our  said  corporation  as  may  be  hereafter  reduced  to  pov- 
Proviso  as  erty  and  their  widows  and  children.  Provided  always  the  clear  yearly 
J^fj^  value  of  the  said  real  estate  doth  not  at  any  time  exceed  the  sum  of 
▼j^e  of  three  thousand  pounds  sterling  lawfull  money  of  our  kingdom  of  Great 
^  '  Brittain.  And  that  our  said  corporation  of  the  chamber  of  commerce  in 
the  city  of  New  York  in  America  and  their  successors  forever  by  die 
same  name  shall  and  may  have  full  power  and  authority  to  give,  grant, 
sell,  lease,  demise,  and-dispose  of  the  same  real  estate  and  heriditaments 
whatsoever  for  life  or  lives  or  years  or  forever  and  all  goods  chattels 
and  personal  estates  whatsoever  at  their  will  and  pleasure  according  as 
they  shall  judge  to  be  most  beneficial  and  advantageous  to  the  good 
ends  and  purposes  above  mentioned  and  that  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
full  for  them  and  their  successors  forever  hereafter  to  have  a  common 
seal  to  serve  for  the  causes  and  business  of  them  and  their  successors, 
and  the  same  seal  to  change,  alter  break  and  make  new  from  time  to 
time  at  their  pleasure,  and  also  that  they  and  their  successors  by 
the  same  name,  shall  and  may  have  full  power  and  authority  to  erect 
and  build  out  of  their  common  funds  or  by  any  other  ways  or  means 
for  the  use  of  the  said  corporation  hereby  erected  any  house  houses  or 
other  buildings  as  they  shall  think  necessary  and  convenient,  and  for 
Officers,  the  better  carrying  into  execution  the  purposes  aforesaid.  Our  royal  will 
and  pleasure  is  and  we  do  hereby  give  and  grant  to  the  corporation  of 
the  chamber  of  commerce  in  the  city  of  New  York  in  America  and 
their  successors  forever  that  there  shall  be  forever  hereafter  belonging 
to  the  said  corporation,  one  president  one  or  more  vice  president  or 
vice  presidents,  one  or  more  treasurer  or  treasurers  and  one  secretary 
and  for  the  more  immediate  carrying  into  execution  our  royal  will  and 
pleasure  herein  we  do  hereby  assign  constitute  and  appoint  the  above 
named  John  Cruger  Esquire  to  be  the  present  president  the  above 
named  Hugh  Wallace  to  be  the  present  vice  president  the  above  named 
Elias  Desbrosses  to  be  the  present  treasurer  and  the  above  named 
Anthony  Van  Dam  to  be  the  present  secretary  of  our  said  corporation 
hereby  erected  who  shall  hold  possess  and  enjoy  their  said  respective 
offices  untill  the  first  Tuesday  in  May  now  next  ensuing,  and  for  the 
keeping  up  the  succession  in  the  said  offices,  our  royal  will  and  pleasure 
is  and  we  do  hereby  for  us  our  heirs  and  successors,  establish,  direct 
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and  require  and  give  and  grant  to  the  said  corporation  of  the  chamber 
of  commerce  in  the  city  of  New  York  in  America  and  their  successors  Time  of 
forever  that  on  the  said  first  Tuesday  in  May  now  next  ensuing  and  i^oid*^ 
yearly  and  every  year  forever  thereafter  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  May  in  election, 
every  year  they  and  their  successors  shall  meet  at  some  convenient 
place  in  our  said  city  of  New  York  to  be  fixed  and  ascertained  by  some 
of  the  bye  laws  or  regulations  of  our  said  corporation  and  there  by  the 
majority  of  such  of  them  as  shall  so  meet  shall  by  ballot  or  in  such 
other  manner  and  form  as  shall  be  regulated  by  the  bye  laws  or  regula- 
tion of  our  said  corporation,  elect  or  choose  one  president  one  or  more 
vice  president  or  vice  presidents  one  or  more  treasurer  or  treasurers 
and  one  secretay  to  serve  in  the  said  offices  for  the  ensuing  year  who  Tcnn  of 
shall  immediately  enter  upon  their  respective  offices  and  hold  exercise  office, 
and  enjoy  the  same  respectively  from  the  time  of  such  election  for  and 
during  the  space  of  one  year  and  untill  other  fit  persons  shall  be  elected 
aiid  chosen  in  their  respective  places  according  to  the  laws  and  regula- 
tion afforesaid  and  in  case  any  of  the  said  persons  by  these  presents 
nominated  and  appointed  to  the  respective  offices  aforesaid  or  who 
shall  hereafter  be  elected  and  chosen  thereto  respectively  shall  die  or 
on  any  account  be  removed  from  such  officers  respectively  before  the 
time  of  their  respective  appointed  services  shall  be  expired  or  refuse  or 
neglect  to  act  in  and  execute  the  office  for  which  he  or  they  shall  be  so 
elected  and  chosen  or  is  or  are  herein  nominated  or  appointed  that 
then  and  in  any  and  every  such  case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
members  of  our  said  body  corporate  hereby  erected  to  meet  at  such  vacancies, 
time  and  times  and  at  such  place  and  places  within  our  said  city  of  New  bow  filled. 
York  and  upon  such  notices  or  summons  as  shall  for  that  purpose  be 
established  and  directed  by  the  bye  laws  or  regulations  of  our  said  body 
corporate  and  there  by  the  majority  of  such  of  them  as  shall  so  meet 
elect  and  choose  other  or  others  to  the  said  offices  respectively  in  the 
place  of  him  or  them  so  dying  removing  neglecting  or  refusing  to  act 
in  manner  and  form  and  after  the  same  method  to  be  observed  in  the 
annual  elections  of  the  like  offices  respectively  by  virtue  of  these  our 
letters  patent  and  the  said  bye  laws  or  regulations  of  our  said  corpora- 
tion hereby  giving  and  granting  that  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  be 
so  elected  and  chosen  by  the  majority  of  such  of  the  said  members  as 
as  shall  meet  in  manner  aforesaid  shall  have  hold  exercise  and  enjoy 
such  the  office  or  offices  to  which  he  or  they  shall  be  so  elected  and 
chosen  from  the  time  of  such  election  untill  the  first  Tuesday  in  May 
then  next  ensuing  and  untill  other  or  others  be  legally  chosen  in  his  or 
their  place  and  stead  as  fully  and  amply  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
whatsoever  as  the  person  or  persons  in  whose  place  he  or  they  shall  be 
chosen  might  or  could  have  done  by  virtue  of  these  presents.   And  our  official 
will  and  pleasure  is  and  we  do  hereby  for  us  our  heirs  and  successors  oath, 
ordain  direct  and  require  that  every  president,  vice  president,  treasurer 
and  secretary  to  be  elected  by  virtue  of  these  presents  shall  before 
they  act  in  their  respective  offices  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  be  to 
them  administered  by  the  president  or  in  his  absence  by  one  of  the 
vice  presidents  of  the  preceding  year  (who  are  hereby  authorised  to 
administer  the  same)  for  the  faithful!  and  due  execution  of  their  respect- 
ive offices  during  their  continuance  in  the  same  respectively.  And  we  do 
further  for  us  our  heirs  and  successors  give  and  prant  to  to  the  cor 
poration  of  the  chamber  of  commerce  in  the   city  of  New  York  in 
America  and  their  successors  forever  that  besides  the  anual  meeting 
of  our  said  corporation  herein  before  directed  and  appointed  to  be  held 
on  the  first  Tuesday  in  May  in  every  year  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful! 
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for  them  their  heirs  and  successors  forever  hereafter  for  promoting  and 
carrying  into  execution  the  laudable  intents  and  designs  aforesaid  and 
for  the  transacting  the  business  and  concerns  of  our  said  corporation  to 
meet  together  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  every  month  forever  at  such  place 
or  places  in  our  said  city  of  New  York  as  shall  for  that  purpose  be 
established  fixed  ascertained  and  appointed  by  the  bye  laws  and  regu- 
lations of  our  said  corporation  and  that  the  members  of  our  said  cor- 
poration being  so  met  or  so  many  of  them  in  number  at  the  least  as 
shall  by  the  bye  laws  or  ordinances  of  our  said  corporation  be  for  that 
purpose  from  time  to  time  established  directed  ordained  or  appointed 
shall  together  with  the  president  or  any  one  of  the  vice  presidents  of 
our  said  corporation  for  the  time  being,  be  a  legal  meeting  of  our  said 
corporation ;  and  they  or  the  major  part  of  them  so  met  shall  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  adjourn  from  day  to  day  or  for  any  other 
time,  as  the  business  of  our  said  corporation  may  require  and  to  do, 
execute  and  perform  all  and  every  act  and  acts  thing  and  things 
whatsoever  which  the  said  corporation  of  the  chamber  of  commerce 
in  the  city  of  New  York  in  Anaerica  are  or  shall  by  these  our  letters 
patent  be  authorized  to  do  act  or  transact  in  as  full  and  ample  man- 
ner as  if  all  and  every  of  the  members  of  the  said  corporation  were 
present,  and  that  at  any  such  legal  meeting  of  the  said  corporation 
they  shall  and  may  in  writing  under  the  common  seal  make  frame 
constitute  establish  and  ordain  from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times 
hereafter  such  laws  constitutions,  ordinances  regulations  and  statutes 
for  the  better  government  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  said 
corporation  for  fixing  and  ascertaining  the  places  of  meeting  of  our 
said  corporation  as  aforesaid,  and  for  regulating  all  other  their  afiairs 
and  business  as  they  or  the  major  part  of  them  so  legally  met  shall 
judge  best  for  the  generaly  good  of  the  said  corporation  and  profit- 
able for  the  more  effectually  promoting  the  beneficial  designs  of  their 
institution  all  which  laws  constitutions  regulations  ordinances  and  statutes 
so  to  be  made  framed  constituted  established  and  ordained  as  afore- 
said. We  will  command  and  ordain  by  these  presents  for  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors  to  be  form  time  to  time  and  at  all  times  hereafter 
kept  obeyed  and  performed  in  all  things  as  the  same  ought  to  be  on 
the  penalties  and  amerciaments  in  the  same  to  be  imposed  and  limited 
so  as  the  same  laws  constitutions  regulations  and  statutes  be  reasona- 
ble in  themselves  and  not  repugnant  or  contrary  to  the  laws  and  statutes 
of  that  part  of  our  kingdom  of  Great  Brittain  called  England,  nor  of  our 
said  province  of  New  York  and  for  the  keeping  up  and  preserving  for- 
ever hereafter,  a  succession  of  members  for  the  said  corporation  our 
will  and  pleasure  is  and  we  do  hereby  for  us  our  heirs  and  successors, 
ordain  and  give  and  grant  to  the  said  corporation  of  the  chamber  of 
commerce  in  the  city  of  New  York  in  America  and  their  successors 
forever  that  at  any  time  of  the  stated  legal  meetings  of  the  said  cor- 
poration to  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  every  month  forever  here- 
after but  at  no  other  meeting  of  our  said  corporation  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawfuU  for  them  and  their  successors  forever  to  elet  and  choose  in 
such  manner  and  form  and  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  shall  be 
directed  ordained  and  established  for  that  purpose  by  any  of  the  said 
bye  laws  statutes  constitutions  or  ordinances  of  the  said  corporation 
such  and  so  many  persons  to  be  members  of  the  said  corporation  as  they 
shall  think  beneficial  to  the  laudable  designs  of  the  said  corporation 
which  persons  and  every  of  them  so  from  time  to  time  elected  and  chosen^ 
shall  by  virtue  of  these  presents  and  of  such  election  be  vested  with 
all  powers  authorities  and  privileges  which  any  member  of  the  said  cor- 
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poration  is  hereby  invested  with  and  in  case  any  other  extraordinary 
meeting  or  meetings  of  the  said  corporation  shall  at  any  time  or  times 
be  judged  necessary  for  the  promoting  of  the  interest  and  business  of 
the  said  corporation,  we  do  hereby  for   us  our  heirs  and  successors, 
will  declare  and  ordain,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawfull  for  our  said  Meetings, 
corporation  to  meet  form  time  to  time  at  such  days  and  times  and  at 
such  places  iji  our  said  city  of  New  York  and  upon  such  notices  or 
summons  as  shall  for  that  purpose  from  time  to  time  be  settled  estab- 
lished and  ordained  by  the  laws  ordinances  or  statutes  of  the  said  cor- 
poration and  that  the  members  of  our  said  corporation  being  so  met 
or  so  many  of  them  in  number  at  least  as  by  the  said  laws  ordinances 
and  statutes  aforesaid  shall  from  time  to  time  be  established  directed 
ordained  and  appointed  for  that  purpose  shall  together  with  the .  presi- 
dent or  one  of  the  vice  presidents  of  the  said  corporation  for  the  time 
being  be  a  legal  meeting  of  the  said  corporation  and  they  or  the  major  part  BustDess 
of  them  so  met  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  act  transact,  do  b£*tran2 
and  perform  all  and  singular  whatsoever  may  be  transacted  done  and  acted 
performed  at  any  the  hereby  stated  meetings  aforesaid  of  the  said  cor-  m^^?Dg& 
poration   saving  and  except  the  electing  members  making  laws  ordin- 
ances and  statutes  and  disposing  of  the  real  estates  of  the  said  corpora- 
tion ;  and  our  will  and  pleasure  is  that  until  the  same  shall  be  otherwise  Meetinm 
regulated  as  aforesaid  that  the  meetings  of  the  said  corporation  shall  be  {J  gj^at 
held  in  the  great  room  of  the  building  commonly  called  called  the  Ex-  Jg^^'jj^.' 
change,  situate  at  the  lower  end  of  the  street  called  Broad  street  in  the  change, 
said  city  of  New  York  and  that  until  the  same  shall  be  also  otherwise 
regulated  as  aforesaid  that  no  act  done  in  any  meeting  of  the  said  cor- 
poration shall  be  legal  good  or  valid  unless  the  president  or  one  of  the  Quorum, 
vice  presidents  and  twenty  others  of  the  members  of  the  said  corpora- 
tion at  the  least  be  present  and  the  major  part  of  them  consenting 
thereto  and  we  do  further  give  and  grant  to  the  said  corporation  of 
the  chamber  of  commerce  in  the  city  of  New  York  in  America,  that  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawfull  for  the  president  of  the  said  corporation  at  all 
times  hereafter  forever  to  appoint  a  door-keeper  one  or  more  messen-  JJS^'Jd®'^' 
ger  or  messengers  and  all  such  other  inferior  officers  as  shall  by  him  be  messeng- 
thought  necessary  for  the  said  corporation  and  to  displace  them  and 
any  and  every  of  them  at  his  will  and  pleasure  provided  nevertheless, 
that  no  such  door  keeper  messenger  or  other  officer  shall  hold  his  or 
their  office  or  offices  by  virtue  of  any  such  appointment  longer  than 
untill  the  then  next  lawfull  meeting  for  the  said  corporation  unless  such 
person  or  persons  so  appointed  shall  be  then  approved  of  by  the  majority 
of  such  of  the  members  of  the  said  corporation  as  shall  then  be  met. 
And  we  do  further  of  our  especial  grace  certain  knowledge  and  mere  offloera 
motion  for  us  our  heirs  and  successors  grant  and  ordain  that  when  and  ^i^ti 
as  often  as  the  president  or  any  vice  president  treasurer  or  secretary  of  •"•p®^^'^ 
the  said  corporation  shall  misdemean  himself  in  his  or  their  said  offices  proof,  etc. 
respectively  and  thereupon  a  complaint  or  charge  in  writing  shall  be 
exhibited  against  him  or  them  by  any  member  of  the  said  corporation 
at  any  legal  meeting  or  meetings  of  the  said  corporation  that  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawfull  for  the  members  of  the  said  corporation  then  met  or 
the  major  part  of  them  from  time  to  time  upon  examination  and  due 
proof  to  suspend  or  discharge  such  president,  vice  president  treasurer 
or  secretary  from  their  offices  respectively  altho*  the  yearly  or  other 
time  for  their  respective  services  shall  not  be  expired  any  thing  before 
in  these  presents  contained  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  notwith- 
standing.    And  further  we  do  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  ^^^«;^ 
successors  give  and  grant  unto  the  said  corporation  of  the  chamber  of        *^ 
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favorably    commerce  in  the  city  of  New  York  in  America  and  their  successors 
construed,  forever  that  this  our  present  charter  shall  be  deemed  adjudged  and 
construed  in  all  cases  most  favourably  and  for  the  best  benefit  and  ad- 
vantage of  our  said  corporation  and  for  promoting  the  good  intentions 
and  designs  herein  before  expressed  inducing  us  graciously  to  grant  the 
Misrecitai,  same.  And  that  this  our  present  grant  being  entered  on  record  as  herein 
fnroUdate*  after  is  expressed  or  the  enrollment  thereof  shall  be  forever  hereafter 
charter,      good  and  effectual  in  the  law  according  to  our  true  intent  and  meaning 
herein  before  declared  without  and  other  licence,  grant  or  confirmation 
from  us  our  heirs  and  successors  hereafter  by  the  said  corporation  to 
be  had  or  obtained  notwithstanding  the  not  reciting  or  misrecitai  or  not 
naming  or  misnaming  of  the  aforesaid  offices,  franchises  previlidges,  im- 
munities, or  other  the  premises,  or  any  of  them.     And  dtho'no  writ  of 
ad  quod  damnum  or  other  writs  inquisitions  or  precepts  hath  been  upon 
this  occasion,  had  made,  isued  or  prosecuted  any  statute,  act,  ordin- 
ance or  provision  or  other  matter  or  any  thing  to  the  contrary  thereof 
in  any  wise  notwithstanding.     In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  caused 
these  our  letters  to  be  made  patent,  and  the   great  seal  of  our  said 
province  to  be  hereunto  affixed   and  the  same  to  be  entered  on  record 
in  our  secretarys  office  for  our  said  province  in  one  of  the  books  of  patents 
there  remaining.     Witness  our  trusty  and  will  beloved  Cadwallader  Col- 
den  Esquire  our  lieutentant  governor  and  commander  in  chief  of  our  said 
province  of  New  York  and  the  territories  depending  thereon  in  America 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  our  council  for  our  said  province 
at  Fort  George  in  our  city  of  New  York  this  thirteenth  day  of  March 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  and 
Proviso  as  of  our  reign  the  tenth.     By  virtue  whereof  the  said  John  Cruger  and 
to  enjoy-    others  of  the  city  of  New  York  merchants  therein  named  and  their 
rights?  etc.  successors  did   hold  exercise  and  enjoy  all    and    singular  the-  rights 
previliges  franchises  powers  and  immunities  therein  particularly  men- 
ibid,  asto  tioned  and  granted.     And  whereas  during  the  late  war  and  public 
calamities  the  exercise  and  enjoyments  of  the  said  rights  priviledges 
franchises  and  immunities]  hath  been  for  a  long  time  interrupted  and 
suspended  by  means  whereof  doubts  have  arisen  wether  the  said  rights 
priviledges  franchises  and  immunities  can  be  legally  resumed  held  exer- 
cised or  enjoyed.     An  whereas  Samuel  Broome,  Jeremiah  Piatt,  John 
Broome,  Benjamin  Ledyard,  Thomas  Randall,  Robert  Bowne,  Daniel 
Phoenix,  Jacob  Morris,  Eliphalet  Brush,  James  Jarvis,  John  Blagg,Viner 
Van   Zant,    Stephen   Sayre,    Jacobus    Van    Zant,  Nathaniel    Hazard 
Thomas  Hazard,  Abraham  P:  Lott,  Abraham  Duryee,  William  Malcom, 
John   Alsop,  Isaac   Sears,  James   Beekman,  Abraham   Lott,  Comfort 
Sands,  Joseph  Blackwille,  Joshua  Sands,  Lawrence  Embree,  George 
Embree,  Gerardus  Duyckinck  junior,  Cornelius  Ray,  Anthony  Griffith, 
Thomas  Tucker,  John  Berrian,  Isaac  Roosevelt,  John  Franklin,  John 
H.  Kipp,  Henry  H.  Kipp,  Archibald  Currie,  David  Currie  and  Jonathan 
Statement  Lawrence  all  of  the  said  city  merchants  have  by  their  humble  petition 
ofpSiiSotL  ^^^  ^^'^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^*^  letters  patent  and  the  powers  and  previlidges  exer- 
'  cised  and  enjoyed  under  the  same  have  greatly  promoted   the  com- 
mercial interests  of  this  State  and  that  great  and  daily  inconveniences 
and  injury  are  suffered  by  the  suspension  thereof  and  have  prayed  that 
the  said  letters  patent  with  all  and  singular  the  powers  and  franchises 
therein  contained  may  be  revived  confirmed  and  established. 
Powers,  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre* 

eto^**'  j^«/tffl^  in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
granted  by  the  same  That  the  said  letters  patent  and  all  and  singular  the  powers 
original      rights,  privileges,  franchises  and  immunities  therein  and  thereby  granted 
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shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  ratified  and  confirmed  and  the  said  charter 
letters  pattent  and  all  and  every  their  former  rights  privileges  franchises  coniirmed. 
and  immunities  therein  and  thereby  granted  shall  be  and  remain  in 
full  force  and  efficacy  notwithstanding  any  non  user  or  mis  user  of  any 
of  the  said  powers  rights  privileges  franchises  and  immunities  hereto- 
fore had  committed  done  or  suffered  between  the  nineteenth  day  of 
April  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  five,  and  the  day  of  the 
passing  of  this  act.  And  that  the  said  Samuel  Broome,  Jeremiah  Piatt,  corpo- 
John  Broome,  Benjamin  Ledyard,  Thomas  Randall,  Robert  Bowne,  ratore. 
Daniel   Phoenix,  Jacob  Morris,  Eliphalet  Brush,  James  Jarvis,  John 
Blagg,  Viner  Van  Zant,  Stephen  Sayre,  Jacobus  Van  Zant,  Nathaniel 
Hazard,  Thomas  Hazard,  Abraham  P.  Lott,  Abraham  Duryee,  William 
Malcom,  John  Alsop,  Isaac    Sears,  James  Beekman,  Abraham  Lott, 
Comfort  Sands,  Joseph  Blackwille,  Joshua  Sands,  Lawrence  Embree, 
George  Embree,  Gerardus  Duyckinck  junior,  Cornelius  Ray,  Anthony 
Griffiths,  Thomas  Tucker,  John  Berrian,  Isaac  Roosevelt,  John  Frank- 
lin, John  H.  Kipp,  Henry  H.  Kipp,  Archibald  Currie,  David  Currie 
and  .Jonathan  Lawrence  and  their  successors  shall  and  may  forever 
heresiter  remain  continue  and  be  a  body  corporate  and  politic  in  deed 
fact  and  name  by  the  name  of  The  corporation  of  the  chamber  of  com-  Corporate 
merce  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  by  that  name  to  sue  plead  and  °*™®' 
be  impleaded  and  to  answer  and  to  be  answered. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  said  John  officers. 
Alsop  shall  be  the  present  president,  the  above  named  Isaac  Sears  the 
present  vice  president,  the  above  named  John  Broome  the  present  treas- 
urer and  the  above  named  John  Blagg  the  present  secretary  of  the  said 
corporation  who  shall  hold  possess  and  enjoy    their    said  respective 
oflfices  until  the  first  Tuesday  in  May  now  next  ensuing.  And  in  case  in  case  of 
any  or  either  of  the  said  persons  hereby  nominated  and  appointed  to  the  JSjjJSf'et?., 
respective  offices  aforesaid  shall  happen  to  die  or  shall  neglect  or  refuse  ™*'?^"  ^ 
to  act  in  or  execute,  or  shall  be  removed  from  such  office  or  offices  re-  ^  * 
spectively  before  the  said  first  Tuesday  in  May  next  that  then  and  in 
every  such  case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawfull  for  the  members  of  the  said 
body  corporate  to  meet  at  such  time  and  times  and  at  such  place  and 
places  within  the  said  city  as  they  shall  for  that  purpose  appoint,  and 
upon  such  notices  or  summons  as  have  heretofore  been  used  and  estab- 
lished by  the  said  body  corporate  and  then  and  there  by  the  majority 
of  such  as  shall  so  meet  to  elect  and  choose  other  or  others  to  the  said 
office  or  offices  respectively  in  the  place  of  him  or  them  so  dying  or 
neglecting  or  refusing  to  act  or  being  removed,  in  the  manner  hereto- 
fore used  in  the  annual  elections  of  the  like  officers  which  person  or 
persons  so  elected  and  chosen  shall  enjoy   and  exercise  the  said  office 
or  offices  and  all  and  singular  the  priviliges  and  powers  thereto  belong- 
ing or  appertaining  untill  the  said  first  Tuesday  in  May  next. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  corpora-  corporate 
tion  of  the  chamber  of  commerce  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  their  ""Wits,  etc, 
successors  shall  and  may  for  ever  hereafter  peaceably  have  hold,  use 
and  enjoy  all  and  every  the  rights  powers  liberties,  priviliges  fran- 
chises, usages,  lands,  tenements,  estates  and  heriditaments,  which  have 
heretofore  by  virtue  of  the  above  recited  charter  been  given  or  granted 
unto  the  said  corporation  by  the  name  of  The  corporation  of  the  cham- 
ber of  commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York  in  America. 
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CHAP.  31. 

AN  ACT  for  the  regulation  of  pilots  and  pilotage  for  the  port  of 
New  York,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  14th  of  April,  1784. 

Whereas  the  safety  of  the  navigation  to  and  from  the  port  of  New- 
York,  will  be  much  promoted  by  the  establishment  of  proper  regula- 
tions for  the  pilots,  and  of  their  rates  of  pilotage. 

I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  rep- 
resented  in  Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  his  excellency  the 
governor,  or  person  administering  the  government  of  the  State  for  the 
time  being,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council  of  appoint- 
ment, to  appoint,  as  often  and  from  time  to  time,  as  to  such  council 
shall  seem  necessary,  one  fit  and  proper  person  to  be  master,  and  three 
or  more  fit  and  proper  persons  to  be  wardens  of  the  said  port  of 
New  York,  who  shall  be  called  the  master  and  wardens  of  the  pxirt  of 
New  York;  and  in  like  manner  to  appoint  and  commission  a  suflficient 
number  of  persons  to  be  branch  pilots  of  the  said  port,  each  of  whom  are 
hereby  empowered  to  appoint  one  deputy  under  him.  Provided  that  no 
person  shall  hereafter  be  commissioned  as  a  branch  pilot,  or  appointed  a 
deputy  pilot,  until  he  shall  have  been  examined  before,  and  obtained  a  cer- 
tificate from  the  master  and  wardens  of  the  said  port  or  any  three  or 
more  of  them,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  of  his  being  duly  qualified 
for  such  office:  and  if  any  person  not  so  commissioned  or  appointed  shall 
pilot  any  ship  or  other  vessel  going  into  or  out  of  the  said  port,  from  or 
to  Sandy  Hook  when  a  branch  or  deputy  pilot  offers,  such  person  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  pounds.  - 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any 
branch  pilot  or  his  deputy  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  give  all  the  aid  and 
assistance  in  his  power  to  any  ship  or  other  vessel  appearing  in  distress 
on  the  coast  .or  in  want  of  a  pilot,  such  branch  pilot  or  deputy  shall 
either  forfeit  his  or  their  branch  deputation  or  pay  a  fine  not  less  than 
five  pounds  nor  more  than  twenty  pounds  at  the  discretion  of  the  master 
and  wardens  aforesaid  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  which  said  master 
and  warden  or  any  three  or  more  of  them  are  hereby  impowered  to  im- 
pose such  fine,  to  suspend  any  of  the  said  pilots  or  deputies  for  such 
offence,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  council  of  appointment  shall  be  known; 
and  further  by  and  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  governor  or 
person  administering  the  government  of  the  State  for  the  time  being,  to 
make  and  establish  such  prudential  regulations  and  orders  for  the  better 
government  of  the  said  pilots  as  they  shall  from  time  to  time  judge  to 
be  useful  and  necessary,  and  the  same  to  revoke,  alter  and  amend,  as  in 
their  opinion  will  most  effectually  promote  the  good  purposes  for  which 
this  act  is  intended.  And  for  the  better  observance  of  such  rules  and 
orders  as  from  time  to  time  may  be  made  and  published,  the  said  master 
and  wardens  or  any  three  or  more  of  them  are  hereby  further  impowered 
to  impose  and  lay  any  fine  or  fines  for  the  breach  of  any  such  rules  and 
orders  to  be  made  and  published  as  aforesaid,  upon  the  said  pilot  or 
pilots  so  to  be  commissioned  or  appointed  as  aforesaid,  for  any  sum  or 
sums  not  exceeding  ten  pounds. 

III.  And  for  the  encouragement  of  such  pilots  who  shall  distinguish 
themselves  by  their  activity  and  readiness  to  aid  and  assist  any  ship  or 
vessel  appearing  in  distress  and  in  want  of  a  pilot  on  the  coast, 
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Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  master  or  Pay  for 
owners  of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  pay  unto  such  pilot  or  deputy  who  ^J^^  ^^' 
shall  have  exerted  himself  for  the  preservation  of  such  ship  or  vessel  in  amount  of. 
manner  aforesaid,  such  sum  for  extra  services,  as  the  said  master  or 
owner  and  pilot  or  deputy  can  agree  upon;  and  in  case  no  such  agree- 
ment can  be  made  by  the  parties,  the  master  and  wardens  or  any  three 
or  more  of  them  are  hereby  empowered  to  ascertain  what  in  their  opin- 
ion is  a  reasonable  reward,  which  sum  shall  be  collected  in  the  manner 
by  this  act  directed  for  the  collection  of  pilotage. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall  Fees  for 
and  may  be  lawful  for  every  pilot  commissioned  and  appointed  as  is  P*i<^^*«®- 
hereinbefore  directed  to  ask  demand  and  and  receive  of  and  from  any 
person  or  persons  who  shall  employ  him  to  pilot  any  ship  or  other  ves- 
sel from  the  eastward  of  the  False  Hook  to  the  port  of  New  York,  or 

from  the  port  of  New  York  to  the  eastward  of  the  False  Hook,  so  far 
that  such  vessel  may  proceed  safely  from  thence. to  sea,  between  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  March  and  the  the  first  day  of  December  in  any  year, 
pilotage  at  the  rate  of  six  shillings  for  every  foot  of  water  such  ship  or 
other  vessel  shall  draw:  provided  always,  that  no  more  than  half  pilot- 
age at  the  rate  aforesaid  shall  be  demanded  or  received  by  any  such 
pilot,  who  shall  to  the  westward  of  the. False  Hook  take  charge  of  any 
ship  or  other  vessel  coming  to  the  port  of  New  York;  and  that  between 
the  first  day  of  December  and  the  fifteenth  day  of  March  inclusive  in 
any  year,  such  pilot  may  demand  and  receive  the  additional  sum  of 
twenty  shillings  for  any  ship  or  other  vessel  drawing  ten  feet  water  or 
upwards,  and  for  every  ship  or  other  vessel  drawing  less  than  ten  feet 
water,  the  additional  sum  of  ten  shillings ;  and  for  every  ship  or  other 
vessel  which  such  pilot  shall  conduct  clear  of  the  middle  ground  out  to 
sea,  the  additional  sum  of  ten  shillings  if  such  ship  or  other  vessel  shall 
draw  ten  feet  water  or  under,  or  the  additional  sum  of  twenty  shillings 
if  such  ship  or  other  vessel  shall  draw  upwards  of  ten  feet  water;  and 
for  every  day  that  such  pilot  shall  be  required  to  remain  or  be  detained 
on  board  by  the  master,  waiting  for  a  fair  wind  or  otherwise;  such  pilot 
is  hereby  authorized  to  ask  demand  and  receive,  and  shall  be  paid,  the 
sum  of  ten  shillings. 

V.  And  to  the  end  that  the  said  master  and  wardens  may  be  disinter- 
ested and  impartial  directors  as  by  this  act  is  intended; 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  neither  of  them  ^^*j^, 
so  long  as  they  shall  be  employed  in  this  trust,  shall  be  directly  or  indi-  dens  not 
rectly  concerned  in  any  pilot  boat,  or  with  any  person  whatsoever  com-  {ereet^io 
missioned  as  a  branch  pilot.  any  pilot 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  every  puoteto 
branch  pilot  or  deputy  pilot  of  the  port  of  New  York,  commissioned  or  fjj®^*^*** 
appointed,  or  hereafter  to  be  commissioned  or  appointed  by  virtue  of 

this  act,  shall  before  he  takes  upon  himself  the  execution  of  the  office, 
enter  into  a  recognizance  to  the  people  of  the  State  of  New  York,  before 
one  of  the  judges  of  of  the  supreme  court  or  the  mayor  or  recorder  of 
the  city  of  New  York  with  two  sufiicient  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the 
master  and  wardens  of  the  port  or  any  three  or  more  or  them,  in  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  lawful  money  of  New  York  with  condition 
that  such  pilot  or  deputy  pilot  shall  and  will  in  all  things  diligently  and 
faithfully  perform  and  execute  the  trust  reposed  in  him  as  a  pilot  or 
deputy  pilot  (as  the  case  may  be)  according  to  the  directions  and  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  and  according  to  the  rules  and  orders  of 
the  said  masters  and  wardens  of  the  port  of  New  York,  or  any  three  or 
more  of  them;  and  on  failure  or  nonperformance  of  the  condition  of 
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any  such  recognizance,  the  same  shall  and  may  at  the  request  of  any 
person  injured  or  aggrieved  thereby  be  sued  and  prosecuted  either  in 
the  supreme  court,  or  in  the  mayors  court  of  the  said  city;  and  if  judg- 
ment shall  be  obtained  against  the  defendant  or  defendants  on  such  re- 
cognizance, the  court  in  which  such  judgment  shall  be  had  shall  by 
imprisonment  of  such  defendant  or  defendants,  by  execution  or  execu- 
tions, by  fieri  facias^  or  levari  facias  cause  the  amount  of  such  recog- 
nizance with  costs  of  suit  to  be  levied  and  paid,  and  by  an  order  to  be 
entered  in  the  minutes  of  the  said  court,  direct  the  amount  of  such  re- 
cognizance to  be  paid  to  the  said  master  and  wardens;  and  the  said 
master  and  wardens  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  are  in  such  case  au- 
thorized and  required  to  take  cognizance  of  the  damages  sustained  by 
such  person  injured  or  aggrieved,  and  award  the  amount  or  value  of  the 
same,  and  to  apply  the  monies  which  they  shall  have  received  from  such 
forfeited  recognizance,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  to  pay 
the  damages  so  awarded  ;  and  shall  make  report  in  writing  by  them  sub- 
scribed of  the  damages  so  awarded  and  paid,  to  the  court  in  which  such 
judgment  shall  have  been  obtained.  Provided  always  that  if  the  branch 
or  deputy  pilot  so  offending  do  before  judgment  shall  have  been  obtained 
against  hin^  for  the  breach  of  his  recognizance,  pay  to  the  party  aggrieved 
such  damages  as  shall  be  assessed  or  awarded  by  the  said  master  and 
wardens  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  and  discharge  all  costs  of  suits, 
at  the  time  of  such  pajrment,  accrued,  the  suit  and  proceedings  on  such  . 
recognizance  shall  be  discontinued. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  every 
branch  pilot  commissioned  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  no  longer  a  branch 
pilot,  than  he  continues  to  be  bona  fide  the  owner  or  part  owner  of  a 
pilot  boat,  and  does  keep  such  boat  really  and  only  employed  in  ser\nce 
as  a  pilot  boat:  and  in  case  any  such  branch  pilot  shall  sell  or  dispose  of 
his  property  in  such  pilot  boat  (not  having  then  another  pilot  boat  in 
service)  or  shall  employ  such  pilot  boat  or  suffer  her  to  be  employed  in 
any  other  service  than  that  of  a  pilot  boat,  such  branch  pilot  shall 
thereby  forfeit  his  branch,  and  by  the  master  and  wardens  of  the  port 
or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  be  suspended  as  aforesaid  from  his  office 
of  branch  pilot. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the 
master  and  wardens  of  the  port  of  New  York  for  the  time  being  shall 
be,  and  they  or  any  two  or  more  of  them  are  hereby  appointed  sur- 
veyors for  the  surveying  of  damaged  goods  which  shall  be  brought  into 
the  port  of  New  York  in  any  ship  or  other  vessel;  and  in  like  manner 
with  the  assistance  of  one  or  more  skilful  carpenter  or  carpenters  to  be 
surveyors  of  any  vessel  or  vessels  that  may  be  deemed  or  thought  unfit 
to  proceed  to  sea;  and  the  said  master  and  wardens  or  any  two  or  more 
of  them  shall  thereupon  give  certificates  under  their  hands  and  seals 
how  the  goods  or  vessels  surveyed,  appeared  to  them,  and  shall  cause  an 
entry  thereof  to  be  made  in  a  book  to  be  kept  in  their  office  for  that 
purpose,  for  which  certificate  and  entry  their  clerk  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
fee  of  ten  shillings  and  no  more ;  and  the  master  and  wardens  shall  be 
allowed  at  the  rate  of  twenty  shillings  for  each  day,  and  in  that  propor- 
tion for  the  one  half,  or  the  one  fourth  part  of  a  day.  And  any  survey  of 
goods  or  vessels  performed  or  made  in  any  other  manner  than  is  herein 
directed  and  prescribed,  shall  not  be  valid  or  authentic. 

IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  before 
the  master  or  wardens  enter  upon  the  execution  of  their  said  offices,  they 
shall  severally  take  an  oath  before  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York 
for  the  time  being,  in  the  words  following,  that  is  to  say, 
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I  will  well  truly  and  impartially  according  to  the  best  of  Form  of. 

my  skill  and  understanding  execute  the  powers  vested  in  me  by  virtue 
of  a  law  of  this  State  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  regulation  of  pilots  and 
pilotage  for  the  port  of  New  York  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned," So  help  me  God. 

X.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^   That   the  Office, 
master  and  wardens  of  the  port  of  New  York  shall  keep  an  office  in  the  SiOTkl,'  en- 
city  of  New  York,  and  provide  and  keep  a  clerk,  and  a  proper  book  or  ^^m  to  be 
books,  and  therein  shall  cause  regular  and  fair  entries  to, be  made  of  all  ™ 

their  transactions  and  proceedings  by  virtue  of  this  act,  to  which  all  per- 
sons may  have  recourse :  and  the  clerk  so  by  them  to  be  appointed  is  Clerks  to 
hereby  impowered  to  receive  all  pilotage  money,  which  shall  from  time  puSage 
to  time  become  due  to  any  of  the  pilots  or  deputy  pilots  by  virtue  of  this  money,  sue 
act,  and  on  neglect  or  refusal  of  payment,  to  sue  and  prosecute  in  his  and'r?* 
own  name  for  the  recovery  of  the  same  before  the  mayor  or  recorder,  or  *°«*»  ®^' 
any  one  of  the  aldermen  of  the  city  of  New  York,  who  are  hereby  re- 
spectively impowered  to  hear  try  and  determine  the  same,  in  a  summary 
way,  and  to  award  execution  for  the  sum  or  sums  adjudged,  with  costs 
of  suit.     And  such  clerk  shall  keep  a  separate  and  distinct  account  with 
each  and  every  of  the  said  pilots  of  all  the  monies  he  shall  and  may  re- 
ceive to  their  use  respectively,  and  once  in  every  three  months,  shall  pay 
the  same  to  them  severally,  retaining  three  per  cent  for  his  trouble  in 
the  premises.     And  all  fines  and  forfeitures  that  shall  arise  by  virtue  of 
this  act,  except  the  forfeited  recognizances  of  pilots  or  deputy  pilots) 
shall  be  sued  for  and  recovered  by  and  in  the  name  of  the  said  clerk  in 
manner  aforesaid;  and  any  such  suit  shall  not  discontinue  or  abate  by 
the  decease  resignation  or  removal  from  office  of  such  clerk.     And  all  Money, 
such  fines  and  forfeitures  and  the  sum  or  sums  recovered  on  any  such  Jp^i^J^® 
forfeited  recognizance,  and  not  applied  in  discharge  of  damages  as  afore- 
said, shall  be  paid  to  the  said  master  and  wardens,  and  be  by  them 
applied  towards  defraying  the  necessary  expences  they  shall  be  put  to  in 
executing  and  discharging  the  trusts  hereby  reposed  in  them.  And  every 
such  clerk  is  hereby  directed  and  required  to  enter  into  bond  with 
sufficient  surety  or  sureties  to  the  said  master  and  wardens  in  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  pounds,  with  a  condition  that  he  will  well  and  faithfully 
discharge  the  trusts  reposed  in  him  by  this  act 

XI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  Pilotage 
pilotage  for  any  vessel  outward  bound  shall  be  paid  or  secured  to  be  2St!!nSd'^ 
paid  to  the  said  clerk  for  the  use  of  the  pilot  who  shall  take  charge  of  ^^-^  J^ 
the  vessel,  before  such  vessel  shall  break  ground  in  the  port  of  New     ^^^ 
York  ;   and  if  the  pilot  for  whose  use  such  pilotage  money  shall  have 

been  paid  or  secured  to  be  paid  shall  neglect  or  fail  in  doing  his  duty  in 
piloting  such  vessel,  the  pilotage  money  paid  shall  be  restored  to  the 
payer,  or  the  security  given  be  cancelled  or  become  void,  as  the  case  may 
happen  to  be. 

XII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  wages  to 
vessel  going  out  of  the  port  of  New  York  shall  carry  oflF  to  sea  through  ^,Pt*Jir^ 
the  default  of  the  master  or  owner  of  such  vessel,  any  pilot  or  deputy  ri^^oir^^ 
pilot  when  a  boat  is  attending  to  receive  such  pilot  or  deputy  pilot  from  fSSit  of 
on  board  of  such  vessel,  the  master  or  owner  of  such  vessel  shall  pay  to  maater. 
the  niaster  and  wardens  of  the  port  of  New  York  for  the  use  of  such 

pilot  or  deputy  pilot,  besides  the  pilotage  of  such  vessel,  the  like  wages 
per  month   until   he    shall  return  to  the   port  of   New  York   as   the 
monthly  wages  allowed  to  the  mate  of  such  vessel.    Provided  that  such  dSt?eS*to* 
pilot  or  deputy  pilot  shall  have  performed  the  duties  required  of  him  by  J*^^  ^,y 
this  act  ;  and  provided  also  that  such  pilot  or  deputy  shall  as  far  as  in  puot. 
81 
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his  power  perform  the  usual  duties  of  a  seaman  on  board  of  such  vessel 
after  being  so  carried  off.  And  if  any  money  shall  have  been  advanced 
or  paid  to  such  pilot  by  the  master  or  owner  of,  or  factor  for  such  ves- 
sel, the  same  shall  be  credited,  and  deducted  from  the  monies  to  be  paid 
to  the  clerk  of  the  master  and  wardens  for  the  use  of  such  pilot  or  deputy 
pilot. 

XIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  his  excellency  the  governor  or  person  adminis- 
tering the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  council  of  appointment,  from  time  to  time 
during  the  continuance  of  this  act,  to  appoint  and  commission  so  many 
branch  pilots  as  by  them  shall  be  thought  necessary  for  the  safe  pilotage 
of  vessels  which  may  require  the  same,  to  and  from  the  port  of  New 
York  through  the  channel  of  the  East  river  or  sound  commonly  called 
Hellgate.  And  the  said  master  and  wardens  shall  establish  the  rates  of 
pilotage,  and  make  from  time  to  time  such  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
ordering  and  directing  the  said  pilots  as  shall  be  by  them  judged  neces- 
sary and  expedient. 

XIV.  And  as  the  said  master  and  wardens  must  necessarily  give  at- 
tendance to  the  duties  of  their  office.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaidy  That  either  of  them  respectively  shall  not  be  Hable  to  serve 
as  a  grand  or  petit  juror,  during  his  continuance  in  the  said  office. 

XV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the 
branch  pilots  and  deputy  pilots  of  the  port  of  New  York  shall  keep,  and 
they  are  hereby  required  to  keep  at  their  joint  expence,  a  good  and  suflS- 
cient  whale  boat  at  Sandy  Hook,  furnished  with  a  sufficient  number  of 
oars  and  in  good  repair;  that  such  whale  boat  shall  be  ready  at  Sandy 
Hook  and  furnished  as  aforesaid  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October 
next;  and  that  the  clerk  of  the  said  master  and  wardens  shall  retain  in 
his  hands  out  of  the  monies  for  pilotage  that  shall  become  due  to  the 
said  pilots  and  deputy  pilots,  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  for  such  boat,  and 
shall  therewith  pay  for  the  same;  and  shall  from  time  to  time  in  like  man- 
ner retain  monies  sufficient  to  keep  the  said  boat  in  repair  and  furnished 
as  aforesaid. 

XVI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  if  the 
master  of  any  ship  or  vessel  coming  to  the  port  of  New  York  shall  re- 
fuse to  receive  on  board  and  employ  a  pilot,  the  master  or  owner  of  such 
vessel  shall  pay  to  such  pilot  who  shall  have  offered  to  go  on  board  and 
take  charge  of  the  pilotage  of  such  vessel,  half  pilotage,  from  the  place 
at  which  such  pilot  shall  have  offered  himself,  to  the  said  port  of  New 
York. 

XVII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the 
master  and  wardens  of  the  port  of  New  York  shall  furnish  every  pilot 
and  deputy  pilot  with  printed  instructions,  to  be  shewn  and  delivered  by 
such  pilot  or  deputy  pilot  to  the  master  or  commander  of  every  vessel, 
as  soon  as  he  shall  go  on  board  to  take  charge  of  such  vessel  to  pilot 
her  into  the  said  port;  which  instructions  shall  be  strictly  observed  by 
every  branch  pilot  or  deputy  pilot,  and  master  of  a  vessel,  at  their  perils 
respectively. 

XVIII.  And  whereas  it  may  happen  by  decease  removal  or  otherwise, 
in  the  recess  of  the  council  of  appointment,  that  the  number  of  pilots 
necessary  for  the  port  of  New  York  may  be  so  reduced  as  to  occasion 
much  inconvenience  to  the  trade  of  the  State ;  For  remedy  whereof 
Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  master  and 
wardens  of  the  said  port  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  are  hereby  im- 
powered  on  such  peculiar  occasions  as  aforesaid  by  warrant  or  warrants. 
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under  their  hands  and  seals  to  employ  such  person  or  persons  qualified  as 
herein  before  directed,  to  act  as  pilots  for  any  term  not  exceeding  six 
months  from  the  day  of  the  date  of  such  warrant.  And  every  person  s^ 
employed  as  a  pilot  by  such  warrant,  shall  during  such  time  of  employ- 
ment be  subject  to  the  like  rules  orders  and  regulations,  and  liable  to 
the  like  fines  penalties  and  forfeitures  as  other  pilots  who  shall  be  ap- 
pointed in  virtue  of  this  act 


CHAP.  32. 

AN  ACT  to  establish  the  rates  of  wharfage  and  cranage  within 
the  city  of  New  York. 

Passed  the  17th  of  April,  1782. 

Whereas  it  hath  been  found  by  experience  that  the  wharffs  fronting  Preamble, 
the  East  and  Hudsons  rivers  in  the  city  of  New  York,  have  conduced 
to  the  increase  and  advantage  of  trade  and  navigation  to  and  from  the 
said  city,  in  the  lading  and  unlading  of  ships  and  other  vessels:  and 
for  as  much  as  the  owners  and  proprietors  thereof  have  been  at  a  very 
great  expence,  not  only  in  the  making,  erecting  and  building,  but  also 
in  maintaining  and  keeping  the  same  from  time  to  time  in  good  and 
sufficient  repair  to  answer  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

B^  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  repre-  Rates  of 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  '^'*"'"*^®' 
the  same  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawfull  to  and  for  the  present  owners 
and  proprietors  of  the  said  mentioned  wharffs,  or  the  owners  or  proprie- 
tors thereoff  or  the  time  being,  to  ask,  demand,  take,  and  receive  to  and 
for  their  several  and  respective  uses  for  all  ships  and  vessels  using  or 
that  shall  use  the  same  from  and  after  the  passing  hereof,  that  is  to  say, 
for  each  ship  or  other  vessell  of  the  burthen  of  sixty  tons  and  under  the 
burthen  of  one  hundred  tons  at  and  after  the  rate  of  three  shillings  per 
day,  for  every  ship  or  other  vessel  of  the  burthen  of  one  hundred  tons 
and  under  the  burthen  of  two  hundred  tons,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  four 
shillings  and  six  pence  per  day,  for  every  ship  or  other  vessell  of  the 
burthen  of  two  hundred  tons,  and  under  the  burthen  of  three  hundred 
tons,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  five  shillings  per  day;  for  every  ship  or 
other  vessel  of  the  burthen  of  three  hundred  tons,  and  under  the  burthen 
of  five  hundred  tons,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  six  shillings  per  day ;  and 
for  every  ship  or  other  vessel  or  the  burthen  of  five  hundred  tons  and 
upwards,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  seven  shillings  and  six  pence  per  day, 
lawfull  money  of  this  State,  for  every  day  that  such  ships  or  vessels  re- 
spectively shall  use  and  be  made  fast  to  any  of  the  wharffs  herein  before 
mentioned.     Provided  always  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  Proviso  as 
be  construed   deemed  or  taken  to  establish  a  rate  of  wharfage  for  ves-  J5i,p®^ed 
sels  employed  between  one  port  and  another  within  this  State ;  and  that  *>«^®®" 
the  master  or  owners  of  such  vessels,  and  owners  of  wharfs  may  adjust  this  state, 
the  wharfage  to  be  paid  for  such  last  mentioned  vessels,  on  such  terms 
as  they  may  from  time  to  time  mutually  agree  upon ;  and  in  case  of  a 
difference  between  the  master  of  any  such  vessel  last  mentioned,  and  the 
owner  or  owners  of  any  wharf,  the  same  shall  be  determined  by  the  mas- 
ter and  wardens  of  the  port  of  New  York,  whose  decision  shall  be  final. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,   That  in  case  any  ^  oaro  of 
difference  or  dispute  shall  happen  between  the  proprietor  or  proprietors,  mas^r 
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wharfinger  or  wharfingers  of  any  of  the  wharffs  aforesaid,  and  the  mas- 
ter, commander,  owner,  or  agent,  of  any  ship  or  other  vessel,  concerning 
the  burthen  of  such  ship  or  other  vessel;  in  order  to  ascertain  the  rate 
of  wharfage  as  herein  before  established,  that  in  such  case,  and  in  all 
such  cases,  as  often  as  the  same  shall  so  happen^  upon  the  application 
of  either  of  the  parties  to  the  master  and  wardens  of  this  port,  the  said 
master  and  wardens  or  any  one  of  them ,  are  hereby  required  and  au- 
thorized to  decide  such  difference  and  dispute,  by  proceeding  to  measure 
such  ship  or  vessel,  or  in  such  other  manner  as  in  the  opinion  of  the 
said  master  and  wardens,  or  of  any  one  of  them  can  be  most  conven- 
iently and  accurately  performed,  and  shall  if  required  by  either  of  the 
parties  give  a  certificate  in  writing,  by  him  or  them  with  his  or  their 
names  subscribed,  expressing  the  tonnage  of  such  ship  or  other  vessel 
according  to  his  or  their  determination,  which  shall  be  final  with  respect 
to  the  rate  of  wharfage  thereof.  And  in  all  such  cases  the  expences 
thereof,  which  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  ten  shillings,  shall  be  paid  by 
the  party  against  whom  such  determination  as  aforesaid  shall  be  given. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  ^hat  every  ship 
or  other  vessel  which  at  any  time  after  the  passing  herereof  shall  only 
lie  fast  to  any  or  either  of  the  said  wharfs,  shall  be  oblidged  to  remove 
off  from  thence  in  order  to  make  room  for  and  suffer  any  other  ship  or 
vessel  to  load  unload  or  careen  thereat;  and  on  refusal  or  failure  so  to 
do,  after  notice  and  request  thereof  to  the  master  or  commander,  or  to 
any  one  of  the  owners  of  such  ship  or  other  vessel  he  or  they  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  said  wharf  the  sum  of  five 
pounds. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  and  every 
ship  or  other  vesssel  that  shall  make  fast  to  any  other  ship  or  vessel  that 
shdl  or  may  be  fastened  to  any  or  either  of  the  said  wharfs,  and  shall 
continue  so  to  lie  fastened,  or  shall  so  load  unload  or  careen,  shall  be 
subject  and  liable  to  pay,  and  shall  pay  the  one  half  of  the  rate  that  such 
ship  or  other  vessel  would  have  been  liable  to  pay  in  case  they  were 
fastened  to  any  or  either  of  the  said  wharfs,  and  there  loaded  unloaded 
or  careened. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  coasting 
vessels  lying  fast  at  any  or  either  of  the  said  wharfs,  and  not  being 
actually  loading  unloading  or  careening,  shall  on  request,  be  made  loose 
and  moved  off,  to  make  room  for  and  suffer  any  sea  vessel  or  vessels 
paying  a  higher  rate  to  be  brought  in  her  or  their  place  or  places;  and 
that  on  neglect  or  refusal  so  to  do,  the  master  commander  or  owner  of 
every  such  coasting  vessel  or  vessels  shall  pay  such  rate  or  rates  as  the 
sea  vessel  or  vessels  would  have  been  liable  to  pay,  which  really  and 
bona  fide  was  or  were  intended  to  have  been  there  loaded  unloaded  or 
careened. 

And  wherec^  it  may  be  difficult  as  well  as  incovenient  for  the  owners 
and  proprietors  of  the  several  wharfs  aforesaid  personally  to  attend  col- 
lect and  receive  the  rates  due  and  to  become  due  for  wharfage  of  ships 
and  other  vessels. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  any  owner  or  owners  of  the  said  wharfs  for  the  time  being, 
to  appoint  a  proper  and  fit  person  to  be  the  wharfinger  or  overseer 
thereof  for  and  during  his  or  their  will  and  pleasure,  and  shall  and  may 
at  his  and  their  like  will  and  pleasure  displace  and  remove  such  person 
so  appointed,  and  other  or  others  in  his  and  their  room  and  stead  when 
and  as  often  as  to  him  or  them  shall  seem  meet,  to  appoint ;  and  such 
person  so  appointed  warfinger,  shall,  while  he  continues  in  that  office. 
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have  the  power  of  regulating  and  ordering  of  the  wharf  he  shall  be  so 
appointed  for  as  aforesaid,  and  of  the  births  of  all  such  ships  and  other 
vessels,  as  shall  load  unload  careen  or  fasten  to  the  same:  and  moreover 
shall  have  full  power  and  authority,  either  in  his  own  name,  or  in  the 
name  or  names  of  the  owner  or  owners  or  proprietors  of  such  wharf  or 
wharfs,  to  ask  sue  for  demand  and  receive  the  wharfage  thereof,  as  it 
shall  become  due. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  master  Persons 
or  commander,  owner  or  owners  of  any  vessel  using  any  of  the  wharfs  Jl^J^J^e. 
mentioned  in  this  act,  and  in  case  of  his  or  their  absence  out  of  the 
State  his  or  their  agent  or  agents,  factor  or  factors  to  whom  such  vessel 
shall  be  consigned  or  addressed,  shall  be  liable  to  pajr  the  sum  due  for 
the  wharfage  of  such  vessel  after  the  rates  established  m  and  by  this  act, 
either  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  wharf,  or  to  the  wharfinger  in 
behalf  of  such  owner  or  owners  :  provided  that  such  factor  or  factors 
agent  or  agents  shall  be  liable  to  pay  the  same,  only  where  an  account 
shall  have  been  delivered  to,  or  in  case  of  the  absence  of  such  factor  or 
factors,  agent  or  agents,  left  at  his  or  their  last  usual  place  of  abode,  and 
the  money  there  demanded  before  the  sailing  or  departure  of  such  vessel 
from  port;  anything  herein  to  the  contrary  m  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

Ami  whereas,  the  wharfs  before  mentioned,  are  often  incumbered  by  Proviso  as 
lumber  millstones  or  other  iherchandize  and  by  means  thereof  the  load-  ^J^^'Jfj^Q 
ing  and  unloading  of  vessels  is  much  incommoded,  and  the  passing  and  incumber 
repassing  of  carts  and  carriages  is  very  much  impeded  retarded  and  *"«^***^«- 
hindered. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  or  either  Owner  to 
of  the  said  wharfs  shall  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter  be  so  incumbered  ^  remov? 
as  to  subject  the  same  to  any  or  either  of  those  inconveniences,  the  owner  same  and 
or  wharfinger  of  such  wharf  or  wharfs  respectively  for  the  time  "being,  fSiSSe  ^ 
shall  either  personally  notify,  or  by  notice  in  writing  to  be  left  at  the  JJ*^'^^ 
place  of  residence  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  lumber  or  other  goods,  of  removal 
his  or  their  factor  or  factors,  require  him  or  them  to  remove  the  same  J5)riS©. 
from  thence  within  a  reasonable  time.     And  if  the  same  shall  not  be 
removed  accordingly,  the  owner  of  the  said  wharf  or  wharfinger  is  hereby 
impowered  to  remove  the  same,  and  keep  them  in  his  custody  until  the 
whole  charges  attending  the  removal  and  also  the  storage  of  such  goods 
be  paid  by  the  owner  or  claimer  thereof.  And  in  case  the  owner  of  such 
goods  or  his  factor  is  not  be  found  in  the  city  of  New  York,  the  owner 
of  the  said  wharf  or  wharfinger  may  at  his  discretion  remove  the  said 
goods  as  herein  before  directed. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted^  by  the  authority  aforesaid,   That  Ri^fhts  of 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  impair  the  right  which  the  mayor  alder-  NeVyorit 
men  and  commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York  have  to  docks  and  slips  wwrved. 
herein  before  mentioned,  but  that  the  same  shall  be  saved  to  them  and 
their  successors  as  fully  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  made. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  Ownere  of 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  owner  and  owners  respectively  of  every  S^^™*^ 
crane  that  now  is  or  hereafter  shall  be  made  erected  and  built  on  any  J'J^*  ^  f^^ 
or  either  of  the  wharfs  aforesaid,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  ask  demand  take  taking  out 
and  receive  for  his  and  their  several  and  respective  use  and  uses,  from  tingfn^ 
the  master  commander  or  owner  of  any  ship  or  other  vessel  that  shall  masts, 
employ  such  crane  or  cranes,  the  rates  following,  that  is  to  say,  for  tak- 
ing out  and  putting  in  the  mast  of  every  sloop  of  the  burthen  of  eighty 
tons  or  upwards  the  sum  of  forty  shillings;  and  for  taking  out  or  put- 
ting in  the  mast  of  any  sloop  of  eighty  tons  or  upwards  twenty  five  shil- 
lings; for  taking  out  and  putting  in  the  mast  of  any  square  rigged  vessel 
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and  war-    wharfinger  or  w**'  ^/;/>  ^      ^/  upwards,  the  sum  of  thirty 

th<?riz«r     '^^«  commaT  .  fi^jjgg  in  the  mast  of  any  square 

to  decide    the  burthe  ,  ^^7  >*^^/ ^^/ Z)urthen  of  two   hundred   tons, 

differenoe  of  ^harfa  ^.           ^.../^^;V^^' ^W^^  ^^^^  OF  putting  in  the  mast  of  any 

oeedinRto  such  cas'  ^^     .  /,v  ''.r-  ^'1>*'^,/  ^'^!^aoi  two  hundred  tons  or  upwards  the 

measure         r    •.!_  ^       ►''        '  hurf^l       .  1  •             ^             ^.-        •     ^i_ 

flhip.          of  eithe  f^^''T*'^^jn^'^^Zf^^'  ^(i  ^^^  takmg  out  or  puttmg  m  the  mast 

master  ^^/'^/p*'^///^jj,r  schooner  under  the  burthen  of  two  hun- 

thori?  ^^'^i*  ^[^/  '***Ai»^ul  money  aforesaid. 

such  "i^^::^^^^^ 


sair 

ie'  ./-^^ 


j,,;f-> 
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making  such  alterations  in  the  charter  of  the  Cor- 
Bxpense  aC^ ^^f  Trinity  Church,  as  to  render  it  more  conformable 

'^pof^^'fjstitution  of  the  State. 

lo  th^  Passed  the  17th  of  April,  17S4. 

Yeas' 

only  ly  letters  patent  under  the  great  seal  of  the  then  colony, 

,SJ  \^'^^'^  5tate  of  New  York  bearing  date  the  sixth  day  of  May  in  the 

ra  fi**^"^  sn^  ^^  ^yr  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety  seven,  many  of 

c  /^^^j^abitants  of  the  city  of  New  York  members  of  the  church  of  Eng- 

^^  J  ^ere  erected  into  a  corporation  by  the  name  and  stile  of  The  rec- 
^^^  and  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  York  of  the  protestant  church  of 
£figlandy  as  by  law  established.     And  whereas  on  the  twenty  seventh 
day  of  JuJ^e  ii^  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fpuTy  the  legislature  of  the  then  colony  and  now  state  of  aforesaid,  did 
pass  a  law  entitled  An  act  for  granting  sundry  privileges  and  p)owers  to 
the  redtor  and  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  York  in  communion  of 
the  church  of  England,  as  by  law  established.     And  whereas  those  parts 
of  the  said  charter  which  render  necessary  the  induction  of  a  rector,  to 
the  said  church,  by  the  governor  according  to  such  instructions  as  he 
shall  from  time  to  time  receive  from  his  Britannic  majesty ;  and  such 
other  parts  of  the  said  charter,  and  law  as  admit,  and  acknowledge  that 
rights  exist  in  the  bishop  of  London,  in  and  over  the  said  church,  are 
inconsistent  with  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  constitution  of  this  State. 
And  whereas  certain  other  parts  of  the  said  charter,  and  law  and  of  a 
certain  other  law  passed  the  twenty  second  day  of  September  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety  three,  by  the 
legislature  of  the  then  colony  aforesaid  entitled  "  An  act  for  settling  a 
ministry  and  raising  a  maintenance  for  them  in  the  city  of  New  York 
and  county  of  Richmond,  West  Chester  and  Queens  county,"  are  con- 
tradictory to  that  equality  of  religious  rights  which  is  designed  to  be 
established  by  the  constitution  of  this  State. 
Parts  of  JB^  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  rep- 

repealed,    resented  in  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  so  much  of  the  charter  to  the  said  body  corporate  above 
particularly  mentioned  and  so  much  of  the  said  law  first  above  particularly 
mentioned  as  relate  to  the  induction  of  the  rector  by  the  governor,  to 
the  powers  or  authority  of  the  bishop  of  London  in  and  over  the  said 
corporation,  and  to  the  collecting  and  levying  a  sum  of  money  upon  the 
city  of  New  York  for  the  use  of  the  rector  or  incumbent  in  the  said  law 
Nonuaer,    mentioned  be  and  they  are  hereby  repealed  and  annulled.     And  that 
make"°*^  nothing  in  this  law,  nor  no  nonuser  or  misuser,  between  the  nineteenth 
charter      day  of  April  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  five  and  the  pas- 
sing of  this  law  shall  be  in  any  wise  construed  to  annul,  injure,  repeal, 
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or  make  void  the  said  charter  or  the  said  law  first  above  particularly 
mentioned,  where  the  same  are  not  inconsistent  with  the  constitution  of 
this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  afore*  Power  of 
saidy  That  the  church  wardens  and  vestrymen  of  the  said  corporation,  SS  vestry- 
or  a  majority  of  them,  be  vested  with  full  powers  to  call  and  induct  a  men  to  call 
rector  to  the  said  church,  so  often  as  there  shall  be  any  vacancy  therein.  ^^^^ 

And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen  on  those  parts  of  the  said  charter,  Proyiso  as 
and  law,  first  above  mentioned,  which  speak  of  inhabitants  in  commun-  ^  ^o^bts. 
ion  of  the  said  church  of  England;  for  removal  whereof, 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  persons  pro-  Persons 
fessing  themselves  members  of  the  episcopal  church,  who  shall  either  J^^^ts  ^ 
hold,  occupy,  or  enjoy  a  pew  or  seat  in  the  said  church,  and  shall  reg-  of  the 
ularly  pay  to  the  support  of  the  said  church,  and  such  others  as  shall  in  °***'^*^* 
the  said  church  partake  of  the  holy  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  supper,  at 
least  once  in  every  year,  being  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York,  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights,  privileges,  benefits  and 
emoluments,  which  in  and  by  the  said  charter,  and  law  first  above  men- 
tioned, are  designed  to  be  secured  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  in  communion  of  the  church  of  England. 

And  whereas  by  the  events  of  war  and  in  consequence  of  the  capture  Proviso  as 
of  the  city  of  New  York  by  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  many  J^^not**" 
of  the  well  affected  inhabitants  of  the  said  city,  who  by  the  said  charter  voting.etc. 
and  law  were  entitled  to  vote  for  members  of  the  said  corporation,  were 
prevented  from  the  due  exercise  of  their  rights;    and  many  others  who 
remained  in  this  city  were  deterred  from  voting  by  well  grounded  appre- 
hensions of  the  forces  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  then  in  possession  of 
the  said  city;    by  reason  whereof,  no  elections  were  held  but  under  the 
influence  of  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  then  at  open  war  with  this 
State.     And  whereas  the  council  appointed  by  the  act  of  the  legislature  ibid,  as  to 
entitled   "An  act  to  provide   for  the  temporary  government  of  the  \^^^^^^ 
southern  parts  of  this  State,  whenever  the  enemy  shall  abandon,  or  shall  council, 
be  dispossessed  of  the  same,  and  untill  the  legislature  can  be  convened," 
passed  the  twenty  third  of  October  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy  nine,  upon  the  petition  of  sundry  persons  stiling  themselves 
members  of  the  said  church,  and  after  a  full  hearing  of  certain  other 
persons  claiming  to  be  the  church  wardens  and  vestrymen  of  the  said 
church,  reciting  that  there  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  council,  reason  to 
believe  that  the  dissentions  respecting  the  said  church  might  materially 
endanger  the  peace  of  the  said  city,  did  in  effect  determine  the  said 
places  of  church  wardens  and  vestrymen  to  be  vacant,  and  by  their 
ordinance  dated  the  twelfth  day  of  January  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty  four,  did  vest  the  estate  real  and  personal  of  the  said 
corporation,  in  James  Duane,  Francis  Lewis,  Lewis  Morris,  Isaac  Sears, 
WiDiam  Duer,  Daniel  Dunscomb,  Anthony  Lispenard,  John  Rutherford, 
and  William  Bedlow,  to  be  retained  and  kept  by  them,  or  any  five  of 
them,  untill  such  time  as  further  legal  provision  should  be  made  in  the 
premises;  and  whereas  it  appears  that  the  following  persons  have  been  Ibid,  as  to 
nominated  and  chosen  by  a  very  respectable  number  of  the  members  of  nominated 
the  said  corporation  and  society,  as  church  wardens  and  vestrymen,  and  »g^ 
by  their  humble  petition  have  prayed  that  the  said  persons  may  be  ap-  wardens 
pointed  as  such.  ??menf^ 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  wardens 
aforesaid^  That  James  Duane,  and  Robert  R.  Livingston  be  the  present  »Dd  ▼®8t- 
-church  wardens  of  the  said  corporation,  and  that  Anthony  Griffiths, 
Hercules  Mulligan,    Marinus   Willett,    John   Stevens,  Robert   Troup, 
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of  the  burthen  of  two  hundred  tons  and  upwards,  the  sum  of  thirty 
shillings ;  and  for  taking  out  and  putting  in  the  mast  of  any  square 
rigged  vessel  or  schooner  under  the  burthen  of  two  hundred  tons, 
twenty  five  shillings.  For  taking  out  or  putting  in  the  mast  of  any 
square  rigged  vessel  of  the  burthen  of  two  hundred  tons  or  upwards  the 
sum  of  twenty  five  shillings;  and  for  taking  out  or  putting  in  the  mast 
of  any  square  rigged  vessel  or  schooner  under  the  burthen  of  two  hun- 
dred tons,  twenty  shillings  lawful  money  aforesaid. 


CHAP.  33. 

AN  ACT  for  making  such  alterations  in  the  charter  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  Trinity  Church,  as  to  render  it  more  conformable 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  State. 

Passed  the  17th  of  April,  1784. 

PFeambie.  Whereas  by  letters  patent  under  the  great  seal  of  the  then  colony, 
and  now  State  of  New  York  bearing  date  the  sixth  day  of  May  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety  seven,  many  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  York  members  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land were  erected  into  a  corporation  by  the  name  and  stile  of  The  rec- 
tor, and  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  York  of  the  protestant  church  of 
England,  as  by  law  established.  And  whereas  on  the  twenty  seventh 
day  of  June  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
four,  the  legislature  of  the  then  colony  and  now  state  of  aforesaid,  did 
pass  a  law  entitled  An  act  for  granting  sundry  privileges  and  powers  to 
the  reitor  and  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  York  in  communion  of 
the  church  of  England,  as  by  law  established.  And  whereas  those  parts 
of  the  said  charter  which  render  necessary  the  induction  of  a  rector,  to 
the  said  church,  by  the  governor  according  to  such  instructions  as  he 
shall  from  time  to  time  receive  from  his  Britannic  majesty ;  and  such 
other  parts  of  the  said  charter,  and  law  as  admit,  and  acknowledge  that 
rights  exist  in  the  bishop  of  London,  in  and  over  the  said  church,  are 
inconsistent  with  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  constitution  of  this  State. 
And  whereas  certain  other  parts  of  the  said  charter,  and  law  and  of  a 
certain  other  law  passed  the  twenty  second  day  of  September  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety  three,  by  the 
legislature  of  the  then  colony  aforesaid  entitled  "  An  act  for  settling  a 
ministry  and  raising  a  maintenance  for  them  in  the  city  of  New  York 
and  county  of  Richmond,  West  Chester  and  Queens  county,"  are  con- 
tradictory to  that  equality  of  religious  rights  which  is  designed  to  be 
.  established  by  the  constitution  of  this  State. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Vork^  rep- 
resented in  Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same^  That  so  much  of  the  charter  to  the  said  body  corporate  above 
particularly  mentioned  and  so  much  of  the  said  law  first  above  particularly 
mentioned  as  relate  to  the  induction  of  the  rector  by  the  governor,  to 
the  powers  or  authority  of  the  bishop  of  London  in  and  over  the  said 
corporation,  and  to  the  collecting  and  levying  a  sum  of  money  upon  the 
city  of  New  York  for  the  use  of  the  rector  or  incumbent  in  the  said  law 
Nonuser,    mentioned  be  and  they  are  hereby  repealed  and  annulled.     And  that 
^M  notto  nothing  in  this  law,  nor  no  nonuser  or  misuser,  between  the  nineteenth 
^ow*^'      day  of  April  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  five  and  the  pas- 
sing of  this  law  shall  be  in  any  wise  construed  to  annul,  injure,  repeal. 


Parts  of 
oharter 
repealed 
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or  make  void  the  said  charter  or  the  said  law  first  above  particularly 
mentioned,  where  the  same  are  not  inconsistent  with  the  constitution  of 
this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  afore*  Power  of 
saidy  That  the  church  wardens  and  vestrymen  of  the  said  corporation,  rndvestry- 
or  a  majority  of  them,  be  vested  with  full  powers  to  call  and  induct  a  men  to  call 
rector  to  the  said  church,  so  often  as  there  shall  be  any  vacancy  therein.  ^ 

And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen  on  those  parts  of  the  said  charter,  PtotIbo  as 
and  law,  first  above  mentioned,  which  speak  of  inhabitants  in  commun-  ^  do"bts. 
ion  of  the  said  church  of  England;  for  removal  whereof, 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  persons  pro-  Persons 
fessing  themselves  members  of  the  episcopal  church,  who  shall  either  J^**^^  ^ 
hold,  occupy,  or  enjoy  a  pew  or  seat  in  the  said  church,  and  shall  reg-  of  the 
ularly  pay  to  the  support  of  the  said  church,  and  such  others  as  shall  m  °'**''®*^* 
the  said  church  partake  of  the  holy  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  supper,  at 
least  once  in  every  year,  being  inhabitants  Of  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York,  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights,  privileges,  benefits  and 
emoluments,  which  in  and  by  the  said  charter,  and  law  first  above  men- 
tioned, are  designed  to  be  secured  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  in  communion  of  the  church  of  England. 

And  whereas  by  the  events  of  war  and  in  consequence  of  the  capture  Provito  as 
of  the  city  of  New  York  by  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  many  J^^not**^ 
of  the  well  affected  inhabitants  of  the  said  city,  who  by  the  said  charter  votingteto. 
and  law  were  entitled  to  vote  for  members  of  the  said  corporation,  were 
prevented  from  the  due  exercise  of  their  rights;    and  many  others  who 
remained  in  this  city  were  deterred  from  votmg  by  well  grounded  appre- 
hensions of  the  forces  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  then  in  possession  of 
the  said  city;    by  reason  whereof,  no  elections  were  held  but  under  the 
influence  of  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  then  at  open  war  with  this 
State.     And  whereas  the  council  appointed  by  the  act  of  the  legislature  ibid,  as  to 
entitled   "An  act  to  provide  for  the  temporary  government  of  the  \\^^^^^ 
southern  parts  of  this  State,  whenever  the  enemy  shall  abandon,  or  shall  council, 
be  dispossessed  of  the  same,  and  untill  the  legislature  can  be  convened," 
passed  the  twenty  third  of  October  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy  nine,  upon  the  petition  of  sundry  persons  stiling  themselves 
members  of  the  said  church,  and  after  a  full  hearing  of  certain  other 
persons  claiming  to  be  the  church  wardens  and  vestrymen  of  the  said 
church,  reciting  that  there  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  council,  reason  to 
believe  that  the  dissentions  respecting  the  said  church  might  materially 
endanger  the  peace  of  the  said  city,  did  in  effect  determine  the  said 
places  of  church  wardens  and  vestrymen  to  be  vacant,  and  by  their 
ordinance  dated  the  twelfth  day  of  January  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty  four,  did  vest  the  estate  real  and  personal  of  the  said 
corporation,  in  James  Duane,  Francis  Lewis,  Lewis  Morris,  Isaac  Sears, 
WiDiam  Duer,  Daniel  Dunscomb,  Anthony  Lispenard,  John  Rutherford, 
and  William  Bedlow,  to  be  retained  and  kept  by  them,  or  any  five  of 
them,  untill  such  time  as  further  legal  provision  should  be  made  in  the 
premises;  and  whereas  it  appears  that  the  following  persons  have  been  Ibid,  as  to 
nominated  and  chosen  by  a  very  respectable  number  of  the  members  of  nominated 
the  said  corporation  and  society,  as  church  wardens  and  vestrymen,  and  »gd 
by  their  humble  petition  have  prayed  that  the  said  persons  may  be  ap-  wardens 
pointed  as  such.  ^tJ^u!^ 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  wardens 
aforesaid^  That  James  Duane,  and  Robert  R.  Livingston  be  the  present  J^^^^ 
<:hurch  wardens  of  the  said  corporation,  and  that  Anthony  Griffiths, 
Hercules  Mulligan,    Marinus   Willett,    John   Stevens,   Robert   Troup, 
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of  the  burthen  of  two  hundred  tons  and  upwards,  the  sum  of  thirty 
shillings ;  and  for  taking  out  and  putting  in  the  mast  of  any  square 
rigged  vessel  or  schooner  under  the  burthen  of  two  hundred  tons, 
twenty  five  shillings.  For  taking  out  or  putting  in  the  mast  of  any 
square  rigged  vessel  of  the  burthen  of  two  hundred  tons  or  upwards  the 
sum  of  twenty  five  shillings;  and  for  taking  out  or  putting  in  the  mast 
of  any  square  rigged  vessel  or  schooner  under  the  burthen  of  two  hun- 
dred tons,  twenty  shillings  lawful  money  aforesaid. 


CHAP.  33. 


AN  ACT  for  making  such  alterations  in  the  charter  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  Trinity  Church,  as  to  render  it  more  conformable 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  State. 

Passed  the  17th  of  April,  1784. 

PFeambie.  Whereas  by  letters  patent  under  the  great  seal  of  the  then  colony, 
and  now  State  of  New  York  bearing  date  the  sixth  day  of  May  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety  seven,  many  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  York  members  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land were  erected  into  a  corporation  by  the  name  and  stile  of  The  rec- 
tor, and  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  York  of  the  protestant  church  of 
England,  as  by  law  established.  And  whereas  on  the  twenty  seventh 
day  of  June  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
four,  the  legislature  of  the  then  colony  and  now  state  of  aforesaid,  did 
pass  a  law  entitled  An  act  for  granting  sundry  privileges  and  powers  to 
the  redtor  and  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  York  in  communion  of 
the  church  of  England,  as  by  law  established.  And  whereas  those  parts 
of  the  said  charter  which  render  necessary  the  induction  of  a  rector,  to 
the  said  church,  by  the  governor  according  to  such  instructions  as  he 
shall  from  time  to  time  receive  from  his  Britannic  majesty ;  and  such 
other  parts  of  the  said  charter,  and  law  as  admit,  and  acknowledge  that 
rights  exist  in  the  bishop  of  London,  in  and  over  the  said  church,  are 
inconsistent  with  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  constitution  of  this  State. 
And  whereas  certain  other  parts  of  the  said  charter,  and  law  and  of  a 
certain  other  law  passed  the  twenty  second  day  of  September  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety  three,  by  the 
legislature  of  the  then  colony  aforesaid  entitled  "  An  act  for  settling  a 
ministry  and  raising  a  maintenance  for  them  in  the  city  of  New  York 
and  county  of  Richmond,  West  Chester  and  Queens  county,"  are  con- 
tradictory to  that  equality  of  religious  rights  which  is  designed  to  be 
established  by  the  constitution  of  this  State. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  YorTz^  rep- 
resented in  Senate  and  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  g] 
the  same^  That  so  much  of  the  charter  to  the  said  body  corporate  above 
particularly  mentioned  and  so  much  of  the  said  law  first  above  particularly 
mentioned  as  relate  to  the  induction  of  the  rector  by  the  governor,  to 
the  powers  or  authority  of  the  bishop  of  London  in  and  over  the  said 
corporation,  and  to  the  collecting  and  levying  a  sum  of  money  upon  the 
city  of  New  York  for  the  use  of  the  rector  or  incumbent  in  the  said  law 
Nonuaer,    mentioned  be  and  they  are  hereby  repealed  and  annulled.     And  that 
^c^  notto  nothing  in  this  law,  nor  no  nonuser  or  misuser,  between  the  nineteenth 
chMter      day  of  April  one  thousand  seven  himdred  and  seventy  five  and  the  pas- 
sing of  this  law  shall  be  in  any  wise  construed  to  annul,  injure,  repeal, 
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or  make  void  the  said  charter  or  the  said  law  first  above  particularly 
mentioned,  where  the  same  are  not  inconsistent  with  the  constitution  of 
this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  afore*  Power  of 
saidy  That  the  church  wardens  and  vestrymen  of  the  said  corporation,  Sd  vestry- 
or  a  majority  of  them,  be  vested  with  full  powers  to  call  and  induct  a  men  to  call 
rector  to  the  said  church,  so  often  as  there  shall  be  any  vacancy  therein,  p***®''' 

And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen  on  those  parts  of  the  said  charter,  PtotIso  as 
and  law,  first  above  mentioned,  which  speak  of  inhabitants  in  commun-  ^  ^^oubts. 
ion  of  the  said  church  of  England;  for  removal  whereof, 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  persons  pro-  Persons 
fessing  themselves  members  of  the  episcopal  church,  who  shall  either  J^n^Sts  ^ 
hold,  occupy,  or  enjoy  a  pew  or  seat  in  the  said  church,  and  shall  reg-  of  the 
ularly  pay  to  the  support  of  the  said  church,  and  such  others  as  shall  m  °'**'^''- 
the  said  church  partake  of  the  holy  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  supper,  at 
least  once  in  every  year,  being  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York,  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights,  privileges,  benefits  and 
emoluments,  which  in  and  by  the  said  charter,  and  law  first  above  men- 
tioned, are  designed  to  be  secured  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  in  communion  of  the  church  of  England. 

And  whereas  by  the  events  of  war  and  in  consequence  of  the  capture  Proviso  as 
of  the  city  of  New  York  by  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  many  J^^nJt**^ 
of  the  well  affected  inhabitants  of  the  said  city,  who  by  the  said  charter  voting,eto. 
and  law  were  entitled  to  vote  for  members  of  the  said  corporation,  were 
prevented  from  the  due  exercise  of  their  rights;    and  many  others  who 
remained  in  this  city  were  deterred  from  voting  by  well  grounded  appre- 
hensions of  the  forces  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  then  in  possession  of 
the  said  city;    by  reason  whereof,  no  elections  were  held  but  under  the 
influence  of  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  then  at  open  war  with  this 
State.     And  whereas  the  council  appointed  by  the  act  of  the  legislature  ibid,  as  to 
entitled   "An  act   to   provide   for  the  temporary  government  of  the  Jjo^'J?*"*^ 
southern  parts  of  this  State,  whenever  the  enemy  shall  abandon,  or  shall  council, 
be  dispossessed  of  the  same,  and  untill  the  legislature  can  be  convened," 
passed  the  twenty  third  of  October  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy  nine,  upon  the  petition  of  sundry  persons  stiling  themselves 
members  of  the  said  church,  and  after  a  full  hearing  of  certain  other 
persons  claiming  to  be  the  church  wardens  and  vestrymen  of  the  said 
church,  reciting  that  there  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  council,  reason  to 
believe  that  the  dissentions  respecting  the  said  church  might  materially 
endanger  the  peace  of  the  said  city,  did  in  effect  determine  the  said 
places  of  church  wardens  and  vestrymen  to  be  vacant,  and  by  their 
ordinance  dated  the  twelfth  day  of  January  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty  four,  did  vest  the  estate  real  and  personal  of  the  said 
corporation,  in  James  Duane,  Francis  Lewis,  Lewis  Morris,  Isaac  Sears, 
WiDiam  Duer,  Daniel  Dunscomb,  Anthony  Lispenard,  John  Rutherford, 
and  William  Bedlow,  to  be  retained  and  kept  by  them,  or  any  five  of 
them,  untill  such  time  as  further  legal  provision  should  be  made  in  the 
premises;  and  whereas  it  appears  that  the  following  persons  have  been  ibid,  as  to 
nominated  and  chosen  by  a  very  respectable  number  of  the  members  of  nominated 
the  said  corporation  and  society,  as  church  wardens  and  vestrymen,  and  '^^^^ 
by  their  humble  petition  have  prayed  that  the  said  persons  may  be  ap-  wardens 
pointed  as  such.  5^"^^^^ 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  wardens 
aforesaid,  That  James  Duane,  and  Robert  R.  Livingston  be  the  present  ^JJf^ 
church  wardens  of  the  said  corporation,  and  that  Anthony  Griffiths, 
Hercules  Mulligan,    Marinus   Willett,    John   Stevens,  Robert   Troup, 
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Thomas  Tucker,  Joshua  Sands,  Richard  Morris,  Francis  Lewis,  Lewis 
Morris,  Isaac  Sears,  Daniel  Dunscomb,  William  Bedlow,  William  Duer, 
John  Rutherford,  Anthony  Lispenard,  Thomas  Grennel,  William  Mercier, 
Thomas  Tillotson  and  Christopher  Miller,  be  the  vestrymen  of  the  said 
Term  of      corporation ;  the  said  church  wardens  and  vestrymen  to  hold  their  places, 
°®*^*         untill  the  first  usual  day  of  election  for  church  wardens  and  vestrymen 
which  shall  be  held  aftefr  Easter  Sunday,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of 
Our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  five  ;   and  that  in  the 
mean  time,  in  case  of  any  vacancy  by  death,  or  resignation  of  the  rector 
VacanoiM,  or  either  of  the  church  wardens  or  vestrymen,  such  vacancy  to  be  filled 
flSed!^       up  by  the  remaining  church  wardens  and  vestrymen,  in  such  manner  as 
is  prescribed  in  and  by  the  charter  and  law  constituting  the  said  cor- 
poration as  aforesaid. 
r^*ht«"       Provided  nevertheless ^  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
of  persons  said  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  deemed  or 
to  lands,     taken  to  prejudice  or  injure  the  right  or  title  of  any  person  or  persons 
whatsoever  to  any  of  the  lands  or  tenements  occupied  or  claimed  by  the 
corporation  aforesaid. 
Acts  of  And  in  order  fully  to  carry  into  full  effect  those  parts  of  the  constitu- 

repugnant  tion  of  this  State  which  declare  "  That  the  free  exercise  and  enjoyment 
JO  consu-  of  religious  profession  and  worship  without  discrimination  or  preference 
abrogated,  shall  forever  hereafter  be  allowed  within  this  State  to  all  nr»ankind." 
And  that  all  acts  of  the  legislature  of  this  State  while  a  colony  and  all 
parts  thereof  which  may  be  construed  to  establish  or  maintain  any  par- 
ticular denomination  of  christians  or  their  ministers,  be  abrogated  and 
^do  ^bts  ^^J^^^^^  ^  repugnant  to  the  said  constitution.  And  in  order  to  remove 
respecting  all  doubts  which  may  arise  in  the  minds  of  apy  persons  with  respect  to 
named.  ^^  continuance  force  and  eflfect  of  a  certain  act  of  the  legislature  of  this 
State  while  a  colony  passed  on  the  twenty  second  day  of  September  one 
thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety  three  entitled  An  act  for  settling  a 
ministry  and  raising  a  maintenance  for  them  in  the  city  of  New  York 
county  of  Richmond  Westchester  and  Queens  county,  and  also  of  one 
other  act  passed  on  the  twenty  seventh  day  of  June  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  four,  entitled  An  ^  for  granting  sundry  priviledges  and 
powers  to  the  rector  and  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  York  of  the 
communion  of  the  church  of  England  as  by  law  established,  and  also  of 
one  other  act  passed  on  the  fourth  day  of  August  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  five,  entitled  An  q£t  for  th6  better  explaining  and  more 
effectually  putting  in  execution  an  act  of  general  assembly  entitled  An 
act  for  settling  a  ministry  and  raising  a  maintenance  for  them  in  the  city 
of  New- York,  county  of  Richmond,  Westchester  and  Queens  county, 
and  also  of  one  other  act  passed  on  the  twenty  seventh  xiay  of  July  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty  one  entitled  An  aJt  for  the  more 
ecjual  and  impartial  assessing  the  minister  and  poor's^tax  to  be  raised 
within  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  Queens  county  Westchester 
county  and  the  county  of  Richmond  and  also  of  one  other  act  passed 
the  twenty  first  day  of  ^eptember  one  thousand  seven  hundr^  and 
forty  four  entitled  An  ^t  to  alter  the  time  of  electing  vestrymen  and 
church  wardens  in  Richmond  county  and  also  certain  parts  of  one  other 
act  passed  the  twenty  ninth  day  of  November  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  forty  five  entitled  An  ^ct  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
of  New  York  to  chuse  annually  two  vestrymen  for  each  respective  ward 
within  the  said  city  which  do  grant  certain  immunities  emoluments  and 
I  priviledges  to  the  Episcopal  church  or  that  mode  of  religious  worship 
^  commonly  called  the  church  of  England  in  the  city  and  county  of  New 
York  and  the  counties  of  Richmond  Queens  and  Westchester  and  do 
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establish  and  maintain  the  ministers  of  that  denomination  within  the 
said  counties  "  and  do  also  declare  or  imply  a  preeminence  or  distinction 
of  the  said  Episcopal  church  6r  church  of  England  over  all  other  churches, 
and  other  religious  denominations; 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  acu  re- 
said  acts  for  settling  the  ministry,  and  raising  a  maintenance  for  them  in  ^  ®  * 
the  city  of  New  York  counties  of  Richmond  Westchester  and  Queens 
county,  for  granting  sundry  priviledges  and  powers  to  the  rector  and  in- 
habitants of  the  city  of  New  York  of  the  communion  of  the  church  of 
England  as  by  law  established,  for  the  better  explaining  and  more  effec- 
tually putting  in  execution  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  entitled  An 
£:!  for  settling  the  ministry  and  raising  a  maintenance  for  them  in  the 
city  of  New  York  county  t)f  Richmond  Westchester  and  Queens  county, 
for  the  more  equal  and  impartial  assessing  the  minister  and  poor's  tax 
to  be  raised  in  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  Queens  county  WeSt 
Chester  county,  and  the  county  of  Richmond,  for  altering  the  time  of 
electing  vestrymen  and  church  wardens  in  Richmond  county,  and  also 
such  certain  parts  of  the  act  for  enabling  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of 
New  York  to  chuse  annually  two  vestrymen  for  each  respective  ward 
within  the  said  city  as  do  imply  such  preeminence  and  distinction,  be 
and  are  hereby  declared  to  be  fully  and  absolutely  abrogated,  abolished 
annulled  repealed  and  made  void  as  inconsistent  with  and  repugnant 
to  the  Constitution  of  this  State.    And  it  is  hereby  further  declared  that  No  prefer- 
nothing  in  this  act  contained,  shall  in  any  wise  be  construed  or  under-  ^^^tv!^  ^® 
stood  to  give  any  kind  of  preeminence  or  distinction  to  the  Episcopal  Bpiacopai 
mode  of  religious  worship  within  this  State  but  that  an  universal  equality  worship, 
between  every  religious  denomination  according  to  the  true  spirit  of  the 
Constitution  towards  each  other  shall  forever  prevail. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  nothing  in  Act,  how 
this  act  contained  shall  be  deemed  esteemed  adjudged  or  construed  to  g^rued.^"' 
enlarge  or  confirm  any  right  power  or  authority  but  such  as  the  said 
corporation  legally  had  held  and  enjoyed  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  April 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  five,  and  such  other  powers 
rights  and  authorities  as  are  expressly  given  by  this  act. 


CHAP.  34. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors  within  this  State. 

Passed  the  17th  of  April,  1784. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in  Im^s- 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  "„  ^ay  ^ 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful,  to  and  for  the  respective  debtors,  who,  gJJ*^**" 
at  the  time  of  passing  this  act,  shall  be  confined  in  any  of  the  prisons  of  specifying 
this  State,  to  present  a  petition  to  the  court,  out  of  which  any  process  fmpISson- 
against  them  respectively  shall  have  issued,  and  upon  which  he  or  she  meet,  etc. 
is  imprisoned,  or  to  any  one  or  more  of  the  judges,  of  such  court,  speci- 
fying the  cause  or  causes  of  his  or  her  imprisonment,  and  exhibiting  an 
account  and  inventory  of  his  or  her  whole  real  and  personal  estate  and 
of  the  securities  relating  to  the  same;  which  petition  with   the  said 
account  and  inventory,  shall  be  lodged  with  the  clerk  of  the  said  court 
for  the  inspection  of  the  creditors  of  such  debtors  respectively,  and  after 
such  petition  presented,  and  account  and  inventory  filed,  such  prisoners 
82 


650  LAWS  OF  NEW  YORK.  [Chap.  34, 

To  DabUsh  shall  respectively  publish  advertizements,  in  one  or  more  of  the  public 
cnKiitora    news  papers  of  this  State,  for  three  weeks  successively,  notifying  his  or 
of  appiica-  her  creditors,  that  he  or  she  intends  to  apply  to  the  said  court,  or  to  any 
diftchaige.  one  or  more  of  the  judges  thereof,  who  shall  attend  at  a  certain  day,  not 
less  than  four  weeks,  from  the  publication  of  such   advertizements  re- 
spectively, to  be  discharged  according  to  the  prayer  of  his  or  her  petition; 
Pe^^onw  at  which  day  the  said  court,  or  the  said  judge  or  judges  may,  and  are 
brought      hereby  required,  by  precept  under  his  or  their  hand  or  hands,  and  seal 
Into  court,  qj.  geals,  directed  to  the  sherif  gaoler  or  officer,  having  the  custody  of 
such  prisoner  or  prisoners  respectively,  to  require  him,  her  or  them,  to 
be  brought  up  before  such  court,  or  such  judge  or  judges  ;  and  the  said 
court  or  judge  or  judges,  may  then  administer  to  such  debtor  the  follow- 
SShto  be  ^^^  ^^'^  ^^  affirmation,  to  wit,  I  do  solemnly  swear,  or  if  of  the 

admiots-     people  called  Quakers  affirm,  that  the  account  by  me  filed,  in  the  office 
thedeMor.  ^^  *^^  clerk  of  the  supreme  court  (or  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the 
mayors  court  of  the  city  of  or  of  the  county  of  as  the 

case  may  be)  is  a  just  and  true  account  of  all  my  creditors,  and  of  the 
monies  owing  to  them  respectively  by  me,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
and  remembrance;  and  that  the  inventory  and  account  by  me  filed  in 
the  said  clerks  office,  is  a  just  and  true  account  of  all  my  estate,  real  and 
personal  both  in  law  and  equity,  either  in  possession  reversion  or  re- 
mainder, and  that  I  have  not  directly  or  indirectly,  sold,  leased,  assigned, 
or  otherwise  disposed  of  or  made  over,  either  in  trust  for  myself  or 
otherwise,  except  as  set  forth  in  the  same  account  and  inventory,  any 
part  of  my  estate  real  or  personal,  for  my  future  benefit,  or  in  order  to 
defraud  my  creditors;  so  help  me  God, —  which  oath  or  affirmation 
If  oath  iB    being  taken,  if  the  truth  thereof  shall  be  denied  or  controverted  by  any 
verted"       ^^  ^^^  creditors,  the  said  court,  or  judge  or  judges,  may  appoint  some 
furUier  day  further  day,  for  hearing  the  parties,  as  well  debtor  as  creditors,  and  upon 
log tobe    such  further  hearing,  may  in  their  discretion,  either  remand   the  said 
apgointed   debtor,  or  proceed  to  a  discharge,  as  if  no  such  further  hearing  had 
upon  hear-  been  required;  but  if  the  said  oath  or  affirmation  shall  not  be  contro- 
Inaylt^re-'^  verted  or  denied,  then  the  said  court  or  judge  or  judges,  may  immediatly 
manded  or  order,  the  lands  goods  chatties  and  effects  in  such  accounts  and  inven- 
—  If  not      tories  specified,  the  necessary  wearing  apparel  and  bedding  of  the  said 
verted  as-   dct)tor,  and  of  his  wife  and  children,  and  family  immediately  under  her 
signment    care  excepted,  to  be  a  proper  and  legal  assignment,  release  and  convey- 
^^  '     ance,  in  due  form  of  law,  to  be  executed  by  the  said  insolvent  debtor, 
assigned,  released  and  conveyed  to  the  said  creditors,  or  to  one  or 
more  of  them,  or  to  some  other  person  or  persons,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  said  court,  or  judge  or  judges  respectively,  in  trust  for  all  the  credi- 
tors of  the  insolvent;  and  by  virtue  of  such  assignment,  the  estate  thereby 
Eatate  as-    transferred  shall  actually  vest  in  and  be  taken  in  possession  by  the  said 
Sfconvert-  assignee  or  assignees,  according  to  the  porport  of  such  assignment,  and 
ed  Into       shall  be  converted  into  money,  and  divided  by  the  assignee  or  assignees, 
money,       (xom  time  to  time  among  all  the  creditors,  in  proportion  to  their  respect- 
Notice  to    ive  debts,  after  six  month  previous  notice,  published  in  one  of  the  public 
S\>roduce  news  papers  of  this  State,  of  such  assignment,  and  requiring  all  the  credi- 
ciaima.       tors,  to  produce  to  the  assignee  or  assignees,  their  several  securities  or 
accounts,  and  if  any  part  of  the  debtors  estate  shall  be  in  possession  of 
any  other  person  or  persons,  the  same  shall  be  recoverable,  in  the  name 
or  names  of  such  asssignee  or  asignees,  who  are  hereby  fully  authorized. 
Assignee    to  dispose  of,  and  execute  good  and  sufficient  deeds  for  the  same  or 
ute  monies  ^^y   part   thereof;  and  to  divide   and  distribute,    as  well  the  monies 
^credit-    thence  arising,  as  such  other  monies,  which  shall  come  into  their  hands, 
rata^"*       by  virtue  of  this  act,  among  the  creditors  of  the  said  debtors  respect- 
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ively,  in  proportion  to  their  respective  debts  or  sums  due,  according  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  and  a  release  from  the  insolvent, 
shall  be  no  bar  to  any  suit  or  action,  which  at  any  time  may  be  prose- 
cuted  by   such   assignee   or   assignees:    and  immediately   upon  such 
assignment  being  made,  the  said  prisoner  or  prisoners,  shall,  by  order  of  Prisoner  to 
the  said  court,  or  judge  or  judges,  be  discharged  out  of  the  custody,  and  charled 
such  order  shall  be  a  sufficient  warrant,  to  the  sherif  gaoler,  or  keeper  Jroni  cus- 
of  such  prisoner,  to  discharge  such  prisoner  or  prisoners,  if  detained  for      ^* 
no  other  cause  or  causes,  than  those  mentioned  or  referred  to,  in  such 
his  or  their  petition,  and  the  sherif  gaoler,  or  keeper  of  the  prison  res- 
pectively, are  required  fortwith  to  discharge  and  set  him  her  or  them 
at  liberty  without  fee:  and  upon  such  discharge,  the  said  debtors  shall 
be  finally  released,  from  all  debts  contracted,  and  all  judgments  obtained 
before  that  time,  so  far  as  they  effect  his  or  her  imprisonment,  or  his 
her  or  their  personal  property,  and  shall  not  be  liable  to  be  sued  or 
arrested  or  to  have  their  lands  or  tenements,  goods  or  chatties,  which 
they  shall  thereafter  inherit  or  acquire,  seized  by  virtue  or  in  conse- 
quence thereof  and  every  person  who  shall  be  convicted  of  wilful  false 
swearing,  in  any  matter  or  article  contained  in  the  said  oath  shall  be, 
and  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  to  be,  guilty  of  wilful  sftid  corrupt 
perjury,  and  suffer  the  pains  and  penalties  in  such  cases  by  law  inflicted 
provided  nevertheless,  that  with  respect  to  suph  of  the  said  several 
insolvent  debtors,  who  may  have  been  arrested  by  process  out  of  the 
supreme  court  of  this  State,  it  shall  be .  lawful  for  the  said  insolvent 
debtors,  and  for  any  or  either  of  the  creditors  respectively,  to  take  such 
oaths  or  affirmations,  as  are  directed  to  be  taken  by  this  act,  before  one  Oaths  may 
or  more  of  the  judges  of  the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  or  mayors  before^" 
or  recorders  within  this  State  instead  of  taking  such  oaths  or  affirma-  local  map 
tions,  before  one  or  more  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  which  ^^^^^' 
oaths  or  affirmations  such  judges  of  the  superior  courts  and  mayors  or 
recorders,  are  hereby  authorized   to  administer,  and   the   depositions 
respectively  being  reduced  to  writing,  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  judges 
of  the  supreme  court,  or  any  one  t)r  more  of  them,  who  may  and  shall 
proceed  to  the  discharge  of  such  insolvent  debtors  respectively,  as  if 
such  oaths  or  affirmations,  had  been  taken  before  them  or  either  of  them, 
any  thing  contained  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  of  the  This  act 
said  debtors,  shall  be  sued  for  any  debts  accrued  before  the  passing  of  JJjIJdid. 
this  act,  or  if  any  judge  or  other  officer  shall  be  sued  for  any  thing 
done  in  pursuance  and  under  the  authority  of  this  act,  such  defendant 
may  plead  the  general  issue,  and  give  this  act,  and  the  special  matter 
in  evidence. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  this  act  may 
be  pleaded,  in  all  and  every  the  courts  within  this  State. 


CHAP.  35. 

AN  ACT  for  the  settlement  and  relief  of  the  poor. 

Passed  the  17th  of  April,  1784. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented  in  Justices 
Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  ™  mo^^l 
That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful,  poorper- 
upon  complaint  made  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  of  any  district  within  *^"' 
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this  State,  to  any  justice  of  the  peace,  within  forty  days,  after  any  person 
or  persons,  shall  come  to  settle  in  such  district,  in  any  tenement  under 
the  yearly  value  of  five  pounds,  for  any  two  justices  of  the  peace,  whereof 
one  to  be  of  the  quorum,  in,  or  next  unto  the  district  where  any  such 
person  or  persons,  that  are  likely  to  be  chargeable  to  the  district,  shall 
come  to  inhabit,  by  their  warrant,  under  their  hand  and  seal,  to  remove 
and  convey,  such  person  or  persons,  to  such  district,  where  he,  she  or 
they,  were  last  legally  settled,  either  as  a  native,  householder,  sojourner, 
apprentice,  or  servant,  for  the  space  of  forty  days,  at  the  least,  unless  he, 
she  or  they,  give  sufficient  security,  for  the  discharge  of  the  said  district, 
to  be  allowed  and  approved  of  by  the  said  two  justices.  Provided 
always,  that  all  such  persons,  who  think  themselves  aggrieved,  by  any 
Aggrieved  such  judgment  of  the  said  two  justices,  may  appeal  to  the  justices  of  the 
mayapi.  peace,  of  the  county,  wherein  the  district,  from  which  such  poor  person 
peal.  or  persons  is  or  are  removed,  doth  lie,  at  their  next  general  or  quarter 

sessions  of  the  peace,  who  are  hereby  required   to  do  them  justice, 
according  to  the  merits  of  their  cause. 

And  forasmuch  as  poor  persons,  at  their  first  coming  to  any  place, 
may  conceal  themselves. 
Notice  to        Be  it  thlrefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  forty  days 
wlt^^ver-  continuance  of  such  person,  or  persons  in  any  such  place,  intended  by 
sjereof      this  act  to  make  a  settlement,  shall  be  accounted  from  the  entry  or 
e  pooc.    j.g^Q^^^  q£  ^  notice  in  writing  which  he  or  she  shall  deliver,  of  the  house 
of  his  or  her  abode,  and  the  number  of  his  or  her  family,  if  he  or  she 
have  any,  to  one  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  of  such  place,  to  which 
they  shall  so  remove,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  overseer  and 
he  is  hereby  required  to  register,  or  cause  to  be  registered,  the  said 
notice  in  writing,  in  the  book  kept  for  the  accounts  of  the  poor,  and 
within  forty-eight  hours,  after  the  receipt  thereof. 
Penalty  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  over- 

tS'record"*  seer  or  overseers  of  the  poor,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  register,  or  cause 
notice.       to  be  registered,  such  notice  in  writing  as  aforesaid,  in  such  manner 
and  time  as  aforesaid,  he  or  they,  for  every  such  offence  (upon  due 
proof  thereof  being  made  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  same 
county  where  complaint  thereof  shall  be  made)  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of 
forty  shillings,  to  the  use  of  the  party  grieved,  to  be  levied  by  distress 
and  sale  of  the  offenders  goods,  by  warrant  under  the  hand  and  seal  of 
any  justice  of  the  peace,  within  the  said  county  directed  to  any  con- 
stable of  the  district,  where  such  offender  or  offenders  dwell,  the  over- 
plus, if  any  be,  to  be  returned  to  the  owner  or  owners, 
How  ie«rai       Provided  always  and  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  person,  who  shall 
acquired?^  come  to  inhabit  in  any  district,  shall,  for  himself  or  on  his  own  account, 
execute  any  public  annual  office,  or  charge  in  the  said  district,  during 
one  whole  year,  or  shall  be  charged  with  and  pay  his  share  towards  the 
public  taxes  of  the  said  district,  for  the  space  of  two  years;  then  he 
shall  be  adjudged  and  deemed  to  have  a  legal  settlement  in  the  same, 
though  no  such  notice  in  writing  be  delivered  and  registered  as  before 
required. 
Where  per-      And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  person  shall  be  bound  an 
aa  an^ap-^  apprentice  by  indenture,  or  by  any  deed,  writing  or  contract  not  indented 
prentice,     for  a  term,  not  less  than  two  years,  and  shall  so  long  inhabit  in  any  dis- 
trict, such  binding  and  inhabitation  shall  be  adjudged,  a  good  settlemerfi, 
though  no  such  notice  in  writing  be  delivered  and  registered  as  aforesaid. 
be^Erou^ht      Provided  always  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  That  if  any  person  or  persons, 
to  K^n^i  shall  find  him,  her,  or  themselves  aggrieved  by  any  determination  which 
seMions.*^  any  justice  of  the  peace,  shall  make  in  any  of  the  cases  abovesaid,  the 
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said  person  or  persons,  may  appeal  to  the  next  general  or  quarter  sessions 
of  the  peace,  to  be  held  for  the  said  county,  who  upon  full  hearing  of 
the  said  appeal,  shall  have  full  power  finally  to  determine  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  person  Poor  per 
be  removed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  from  one  district  to  another,  by  war-  J^i^Jlf 
rant  under  the  hand  and  seal  or  hands  and  seals,  of  one  or  more  justice  *>y  ^^er- 
or  justices  of  the  peace,  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  said  district,  to  district  to 
which  the  said  person  shall  be  so  removed,  are  hereby  required  to  receive  ^oved!^ 
the  said  person,  and  if  he  or  they  shall  refuse  so  to  do,  he  or  they,  so 
refusing  or  neglecting  (upon  proof  thereof  by  two  credible  witnesses 
upon  oath,  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  to  which  the 
said  persons  shall  be  removed)  shall  forfeit  for  each  offense,  the  sum  of 
ten  pounds,  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  district,  from  which  the  said 
person  was  removed,  to  be  levied,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  offender  or  Penalty 
offenders  goods,  by  warrant,  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  any  justice  of  ^<^»' ''«'"»**• 
the  peace  of  the  county,  from  which  such  person  was  removed,  directed 
to  any  constable  of  the  district,  where  such  offender  or  offenders  dwell; 
which  warrant  the  said  justice  is  hereby  impowered  and  required  to 
make;  the  overplus,  if  any  be,  to  be  returned  to  the  owner  or  owners, 
and  for  want  of  such  sufficient  distress,  then  the  said  justice  shall  commit 
the  said  offender  or  offenders  to  the  common  gaol  of  the  said  county, 
there  to  remain  without  bail  or  mainprize  for  the  space  of  forty  days. 

Provided  always^  and  be  it  hereby  enacted  That  all  such  persons,  who  Appeal 
think  themselves  aggrieved,  with  any  such  judgment  of  the  said  justice  Sl-ought. 
or  justices,  may  appeal  to  the  justices,  at  their  next  general,  or  quarter 
sessions  of  the  peace  to  be  held .  for  the  county,  in  which  the  district 
doth  lie,  from  which  the  said  person  was  so  removed,  who  are  hereby 
required  to  determine  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  person.  Certificate 
or  persons  who  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  come  into  2eere*of 
any  district,  there  to  inhabit  or  reside  shall  at  the  same  time,  procure,  [««*>  ^^ 
bring,  and  deliver  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  district,  where  any  ^™ 
such  person  shall  come,  and  inhabit,  or  to  any  or  either  of  them,  a  cer- 
tificate undei  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any 
othei  district  or  the  major  part  of  them,  to  be  attested  respectively  by 
two  or  more  credible  witnesses,  thereby  owning  and  acknowledging  the 
person  or  persons  mentioned  in  the  said  certificate,  to  be  an  inhabitant 
or  inhabitants  legally  settled  in  that  district,  every  such  certificate  (hav- 
ing been  allowed  of,  subscribed  by,  and  duly  proved,  before  two  or 
more  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  wherein  the  district,  from 
whence  any  such  certificate  shall  come,  doth  lie,  by  the  oath  of  the  said 
witnesses,  who  attest  the  execution  thereof,  or  one  of  them,  to  have  been 
executed  by  the  overseer  or  overseers,  signing  and  sealing  the  same,  in 
the  presence  of  the  said  witnesses;  and  in  case  it  is  proved  by  the  oath 
of  one  of  the  witnesses  only,  that  the  names  of  such  witnesses  are  of 
their  own  proper  hand  writing,  and  the  said  justices  of  the  peace  certify- 
ing that  such  oath  was  made  before  them)  shall  oblige  the  said  district 
to  receive  and  provide  for  the  person  mentioned  in  the  said  certificate 
together  with  his  or  her  family,  as  inhabitants  of  the  district  from  which 
such  person  came  with  a  certificate  whenever  he,  she,  or  they  shall  hap- 
pen to  become  chargeable  to,  or  be  forced  to  ask  relief  of  the  district 
to  which  such  certificate  was  given:  And  then,  and  not  before,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  any  such  person,  and  his  or  her  children,  though 
bom  in  that  district,  not  having  otl^erwise  acquired  a  legal  settlement 
there,  to  be  removed,  conveyed,  and  settled  in  the  district,  from  whence 
such  certificate  was  brought. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  same  authority,  That  every  such  certifi- 
cate, so  allowed,  and  oath  of  the  execution  thereof  so  certified  as  afore- 
said, by  the  said  justices  of  the  peace,  shall  be  taken,  deemed  and 
allowed  in  all  courts  whatsoever  within  this  State,  as  duly  and  fully 
proved,  and  shall  be  taken  and  received  as  evidence,  without  other 
proof  thereof. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  person 
or  persons  whatsoever,  who  shall  come  into  any  district  by  any  such 
certificate  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  adjudged  by  any  act  whatsoever,  to  have 
procured  a  legal  settlement  in  such  district,  unless  he  or  they,  shall  really 
and  bona  fide  rent  a  tenement  of  the  yearly  value  of  five  pounds  or  shall 
execute  some  annual  office  in  such  district,  being  legally  placed  in  such 
office. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  aut/iority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  person 
whomsoever,  who  shall  be  an  apprentice  bound  by  indenture  or  by  any 
deed  or  writing  not  indented  to  any  person  whomsoever,  who  did  come 
into,  or  shall  reside  in  any  district  within  this  State,  by  means  or  license 
of  such  certificate  as  aforesaid,  and  not  afterwards  having  gained  a  legal 
settlement  in  such  district,  such  apprentice  by  virtue  of  such  apprentice- 
ship, indenture,  or  binding,  shall  not  gain,  or  be  adjudged  to  have  any 
settlement  in  such  district,  by  reason  of  such  apprenticeship  or  binding; 
but  every  such  apprentice  shall  have  his  or  her  settlement,  in  such  dis- 
trict, as  if  he  or  she  had  not  been  bound  an  apprentice  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  same  authority,  That  when  any 
overseer  or  overseers  of  the  poor,  of  any  district,  or  other  person,  shall 
remove  back  any  person  or  persons,  or  their  families  residing  in  such 
district,  or  sent  thither  by  certificate,  and  becoming  chargeable  as  afore- 
said to  the  district,  to  which  such  person  or  persons  shall  belong,  such 
overseer  or  overseers  or  other  persons  shall  be  reimbursed  such  reason- 
able charges,  as  he  or  they  may  have  been  put  unto,  in  maintaining  and 
removing  such  person  or  persons,  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the 
district,  to  which  such  person  or  persons,  is  or  are  removed;  the  said 
charges  being  first  ascertained,  and  allowed  of,  by  one  or  more  of  the 
justices  of  the  peace  in  the  county  or  district  to  which  such  removal 
shall  be  made;  which  said  charges  so  ascertained  and  allowed,  shall  in 
case  of  refusal  of  payment,  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods, 
and  chatties  of  the  overseer  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  district,  to 
which  such  certificate,  person  or  persons  is  or  are  removed  by  warrant 
or  warrants,  under  the  hand  and  seal,  or  hands  and  seals,  of  such  justice 
or  justices,  returning  the  overplus  if  any  then  be;  which  warrant  or 
warants,  he  or  they  are  hereby  required  to  grant. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  no  person  or  persons,  shall  be  deemed, 
adjudged,  or  taken  to  acquire  or  gain  any  settlement  in  any  district,  for 
or  by  virtue  of  any  purchase  of  any  estate  or  interest,  in  such  district, 
whereof  the  consideration  for  such  purchase,  doth  not  amount  to  the 
sum  of  thirty  pounds  bona  fide  paid,  for  any  longer  or  further  time, 
than  such  person  or  persons,  shall  inhabit  in  such  estate;  and  shall  then 
be  liable  to  be  removed  to  such  district,  where  such  person  or  persons, 
were  last  legally  settled  before  the  said  purchase  and  inhabitancy  therein. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  same  authority,  That  no  appeal  or 
appeals,  from  any  order  or  orders  of  removal  of  any  poor  person,  or 
persons,  whatsoever,  from  any  district  to  another,  shall  be  proceeded 
upon,  in  any  court  of  general  or  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  unless 
reasonable  notice  be  given  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  such  district, 
who  shall  make  such  appeal,  unto  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  such 
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district,  from  which  such  poor  person  or  persons  shall  be  removed;  the 
reasonableness  of  which  notice  shall  be  determined  by  the  justices  of 
peace,  at  the  general  or  quarter  session,  to  which  the  appeal  is  made; 
and  if  it  shall  appear  to  them  that  reasonable  time  of  notice  was  not 
given,  then  they  shall  adjourn  the  said  appeal  to  the  next  general  or 
quarter  sessions,  and  then  and  there  finally  hear  and  determine  the 
same. 

And  for  the  preventing  vexatious  removals  and  frivolous  appeals.  Be  cjosts  on 
it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  justices  of  the  peace  JJ^^^'  ^ 
of  any  coUnty  in  the  general  or  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  upon  any  allowed 
appeal  before  them,  there  to  be  had,  for  and  concerning  the  settlement 
of  any  poor  person,  or  upon  any  proof  before  them  there  to  be  made  of 
notice  of  any  such  appeal  to  have  been  given  by  the  proper  officer,  to 
the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any  district,  though  they  did  not  afterwards 
prosecute  such  appeal;  shall  at  the  same  general  or  quarter  sessions 
award  an  order  to  the  party  for  whom,  and  in  whose  behalf  such  appeal 
shall  be  determined,  or  to  whom  such  notice  did  appear  to  have  been  , 
given  as  aforesaid,  such  costs  and  charges  in  the  law,  as  by  the  said 
justices  in  their  discretion  shall  be  thought  most  reasonable  and  just, 
to  be  paid  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  or  any  other  person  against 
whom  such  appeal  shall  be  determined,  or  by  the  person  that  did  give 
such  notice  as  aforesaid:  and  if  the  person  ordered  to  pay  such  costs, 
shall  reside  in  any  city  or  county  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said 
court,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  city 
or  county,  wherein  such  person  shall  inhabit  and  every  such  justice  is 
hereby  required,  upon  request  to  him  for  that  purpose  to  be  made,  and 
a  true  copy  of  the  order  for  the  payment  of  such  costs  produced,  and 
proved  by  one  or  more  credible  witness  or  witnesses  upon  oath,  by  war- 
rant under  his  hand  and  seal,  to  cause  the  money  mentioned  in  that 
order  to  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  of  the  person,  that 
is  ordered  and  ought  to  pay  the  same;  and  if  no  such  distress  can  or 
may  be  had,  to  commit  such  person  to  the  common  gaol  of  that  county, 
there  to  remain  for  the  space  of  three  months. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  the  jus-  Moneys 
tices  of  the  peace  shall  at  their  general  or  quarter  sessions,  upon  any  Sy^ove^?*^ 
appeal  before  them  there  had,  concerning  the  settlement  of  any  poor  Beero  to  be 
person,  determine  in  favor  of  the  appellant,  that  such  poor  person  or  '®*^°^®''® 
persons  was  or  were  unduly  removed,  that  then  the  said  justices  shall  at 
the  same  general  or  quarter  sessions,  order  and  award  to  such  appellant, 
so  much  money  (besides  his  costs  and  charges)  as  shall  appear  to  the  said 
justices  to  have  been  reasonably  paid  by  the  district  on  whose  behalf  such 
appeal  was  made,  for  or  towards  the  relief  of  such  poor  person  or  per- 
sons, between  the  time  of  such  undue  removal  and  the  determination  of 
such  appeal;  the  said  money  so  awarded  to  be  recovered  in  the  same 
manner  as  costs  and  charges  upon  an  appeal  are  above  prescribed  to  be 
recovered. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid;  That  the  father  obiisration 
and  grand  father,  mother  and  grand  mother  (being  of  sufficient  ability)  fi^p^irt 
of    any  poor,  lame,  or  decriped  person  or  persons,  whomsoever,  not  poor  per- 
being  able  to  maintain  themselves,  and  becoming  chargeable  to  any  dis-  **^" 
trict  within  this  State ;  and  the  children  and  grand  children  (being  of 
sufficient  ability)  of  every  poor,  old,  blind,  lame  or  impotent  person,  not 
being  able  to  maintain  themselves,  and  becoming  chargeable  as  aforesaid, 
shall  severally  at  his,  her,  or  their  charges  and  expences,  relieve  and 
maintain  every  such  poor  person,  as  aforesaid,  in  such  manner  as  the 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  where  such  sufficient  person  shall 
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dwell,  at  their  general  or  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  shall  order  and 
direct,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  and  paying  ten  shillings  for  each  person  so 
ordered  to  be  relieved,  for  every  week  he,  she  or  they  shall  fail  therein, 
to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  district, 
to  which  such  poor  person  or  persons  shall  be  chargeable  for  the  use  of 
the  poor  of  the  district,  in  the  manner  herein  before  directed,  with 
respect  to  costs  and  charges  upon  an  appeal. 

And  whereas  it  sometimes  happens,  that  persons  run  away,  or  abscond 
from  their  places  of  abode  and  legal  settlement  and  leave  their  wives 
and  families  a  charge  to  the  public,  although  such  persons  have  some 
estate,  real  or  personal,  whereby  the  district  might  be  eased  in  whole  or 
in  part;  which  is  most  just  and  reasonable. 
Abandon-       Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and  may 
wife  or'      ^  lawful  for  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any  district  within  this  State, 
children     where  any  father  or  husband  shall  run  away  or  absent  himself  from  his 
cfent?er-  wife  or  children,  or  any  widow  shall  run  away,  or  absent  herself  fiom 
son*         .  her  child  or  children,  and  leave  them  a  public  charge,  to  apply  to  any 
two  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  where  such  estate,  real  or  per- 
sonal, or  any  part  thereof  may  be,  and  by  warrant  under  the  hands  and 
seals  of  the  two  said  justices,  to  take  and  seize  so  much  of  the  goods  and 
chatties,  and  to  let  out  so  much  of  the  lands  and  tenements  of  such 
father,  husband,  or  mother  so  absconding  as  aforesaid  and  to  receive  so 
much  of  the  annual  rents  and  profits  thereof  as  such  two  justices  shall 
Such  per-    order  and  direct,  for  and  towards  the  maintaining,  bringing  up,  and 
tate  to  be    providing  for  such  wife,  child  or  children,  so  left  as  aforesaid:  and  so 
»oid-  soon  as  the  said  seizure  shall  be  allowed  of  and  confirmed  by  the  justices 

in  their  general  or  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful for  the  said  overseers,  or  any  two  of  them,  from  time  to  time,  and  as 
often  as  the  case  may  require,  to  sell  and  dispose  of  so  much  and  so 
many  of  the  said  goods  and  chattels,  at  public  vendue  to  the  highest 
bidder,  and  to  receive  the  said  rents  and  profits,  or  so  much  of  them,  as 
shall  be  ordered  by  the  said  sessions,  and  to  apply  the  money  arising 
thereby,  towards  the  maintainance  of  such  poor  family  or  person  so  left 
as  aforesaid. 
Overseers        And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^    That  the  freeholders 
eieotfon?^^  and  inhabitants  of  each  respective  district  where  provision  has  not  by 
powers       law  been  made  in  the  premises,  shall  and  may  every  year,  at  their 
of.  annual  meetings  for  the  electing  district  officers,  elect  and  choose  so 

many  persons  to  be  overseers  of  the  poor  as  the  majority  of  the  free- 
holders, and  inhabitants  then  present  shall  judge  necessary;  which 
overseers  of  the  poor  so  elected,  shall  have  all,  the  powers,  and  be  subject 
to  all  the  duties  and  penalties,  required  by  this  act  or  any  general  law 
of  the  State,  relating  to  the  poor;  and  this  act  shall  extend  to  every  city 
or  district  in  this  State,  provided  nevertheless  that  nothing  herein  before 
enacted,  shall  extend  to  or  to  be  construed  to  extend  to  set  aside,  or 
make  void,  any  judgment,  order,  or  decree,  which  hath  been  made,  or 
shall  be  made  by  any  court  in  this  State,  respecting  the  settlement  of 
any  poor  person,  before  the  passing  of  this  act. 
Persons  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  no  person 

to  have°°'  or  persons  whatsoever,  in  the  city  and  county  of  Albany,  who  on  or 
tiementin  ^^^^^^  ^^^  eighth  day  of  March  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
districts,  and  seventy-three  was  or  were  maintained,  as  poor  of  the  said  county, 
shall  be  considered  to  have  procured  a  legal  settlement  in  any  of  the 
districts  of  the  said  county  notwithstanding  such  person  or  persons  may 
have  resided,  in  any  of  the  said  districts,  above  the  space  of  one  year, 
but  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful,  for  the  supervisors  of  the  said  county 


Chap.  35.]  SEVENTH  SESSION.  657 

at  their  annual  meetings  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  the  said  poor 
in  such  manner  as  was  usual  before  the  said  eighth  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  and  seven  hundred  &  seventy  three. 

And  whereas  some  of  the  parishes  in  this  State,  are  composed  of  two 
or  more  towns,  boroughs,  manors,  or  precincts,  and  the  poor  of  such 
towns,  boroughs,  manors  and  precincts  are  maintained  at  their  joint 
expence. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  poor  of  Poor  to  be" 
every  parish  so  composed  of  more  than  one  town,  borough,  manor,  or  JS^o'each' 
precinct,  shall  by  the  supervisors  of  the  county  be  apportioned  to  each  town,  etc. 
town,  borough,  manor  and  precinct,  in  such  manner  as  equity  and  good 
conscience  shall  dictate. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  offices  Offices 
of  church  wardens  and  vestrymen  for  overseeing,  relieving  or  settling  **><>"«^®^- 
the  poor,  becoming  a  public  charge,  heretofore  established,  or  used  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  Queens,  Richmond  and  West  Chester  counties 
be,  and  the  same  offices  hereby  respectively  are  annulled  and  abolished. 
And  at  all  times  hereafter,  there  shall  be  annually  elected,  in  and  for  the  oveneen 
city  and  county  of  New  York  two  overseers  of  the  poor  for  each  respec-  ^JJe^P**®*^ 
tive  ward,   who   with  the  mayor   recorder  and   aldermen  of  the   said  elected, 
city  and  county,  shall  exercise  all  the  powers  and  authorities,  heretofore  ®*^* 
appertaining  to  the  office  of  vestrymen  of  the  said  city,  with  respect  to 
the  overseeing,  relieving  or  settling  the  poor  and  binding  out  or  placing 
of  apprentices:  which  elections  shall  be  held,  in  the  same  manner  in 
all  respects,  as  elections  for  vestrymen  have  heretofore  been  held  within 
the  said  city,  provided  always  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  vestrymen, 
in  and  for   the   said  city,  for   the  present  year,  who  with  the   mayor 
recorder  and  aldermen  thereof  have  the  overseeing,  relieving  and  set- 
tling the  poor,  to  exercise  their  said  offices  until  the  next  annual  day  of 
election. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  any  person  PereoDs 
who  has  come  to  reside  within  any  city,  county,  or  district  of  this  State  SeJmed  to 
between  the  ninth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  bave 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  and  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  not  be  Sttiement 
deemed  to  have  gained  a  settlement  or  to  have  legally  become  a  public 
charge  in  any  such  city,  county  or  district  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  a  majority  Rules  for 
of  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants,  who  shall  be  assembled  at  the  annual  JJJJJJ^  qj 
district  meetings,  within  the  several  counties  in  this  State  may,  and  are  poor,  etc 
hereby  authorized  to  make  prudential  rules  and  orders  for  the  suste- 
nance of  the  poor,  for  binding  out  as  apprentices,  the  children  of  such 
parents  as  are  unable  to  maintain  them,  and  for  compelling  such  persons 
to  work,  as  have  not  any  visible  means  of  gaining  an  honest  livelihood; 
and  at  the  same  meetings  to  determine  and  agree  upon  such  sum  and 
sums  of  money  as  they  may  think  proper  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  in 
the  ensuing  year;  of  all  which  rules  and  orders,  and  of  the  sum  or  sums 
so  agreed  upon,  and  other  the  transactions  of  every  such  meeting,  the 
respective  town  clerks  shall  make  full  and  proper  entries,  in  a  book  by 
each  of  them  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose.    And  that  a  copy  of  the  entry  . 
of  the  town  clerk  respecting  the  sum  or  sums  so  agreed  upon  to  be  raised 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  subscribed  by  the  town  clerk  and  overseers 
of   the  poor  of  the  district,  shall  forthwith  be  delivered  to  the  supervi- 
sors or  one  of  them,  who  shall  lay  the  same  before  the  supervisors  of 
the   county  at  their  first  meeting  (except .  in  Ulster  county  where  the 
same  shall  be  laid  before  the  supervisors  at  their  first  meeting"  after  the 
second  'Tuesday  in  July  in  every  year.     And  the  same  sum  or  sums 
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shall  be  assessed  on  and  collected  from  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants 
of  the  districts  respectively  as  part  of  the  contingent  charges  of  the 
county  ;  and  when  collected,  shall  be  paid  by  the  respective  collectors, 
to  the  overseers  of  that  district,  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of 
the  district  agreable  to  such  rules  and  orders  as  aforesaid:  and  the 
receipt  or  receipts  of  the  overseer  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  dis- 
trict shall  fully  discharge  the  collector  fpr  the  sums  so  paid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  over- 
seers of  the  poor  of  the  respective  districts  in  this  state  shall  exhibit  to 
«^*.v«.  ^^^  supervisor  and  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  districts  respectively, 
acoouDt  of  within  fifteen  days  after  the  termination  of  the  annual  office  of  such 
moneys,  overseer  or  overseers,  a  particular,  full,  just  and  true  account  of  all  the 
monies  by  him  or  them  respectively  received,  and  expended  for  the  use 
of  the  poor,  and  from  whom,  to  whom,  and  in  what  manner,  and  for 
what  use  or  uses  ;  and  an  account  of  the  earnings  of  the  poor  persons 
by  them  employed ;  which  accounts  the  said  supervisor  and  justices  or 
a  majority  of  them  shall  audit :  and  if  the  sum  or  sums  expended, 
shall  exceed  the  sum  or  sums  received,  the  said  supervisor  and  justices 
aforesaid,  shall  certify  such  excess  to  the  supervisors  of  the  county,  or 
to  any  one  of  them  :  and  the  supervisors  of  such  county,  shall  provide 
that  such  excess  shall  at  the  next  assessment  be  assessed  on  and  col- 
lected from  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  districts  respectively, 
where  such  deficiency  shall  have  arisen,  as  part  of  the  necessarj^  and 
contingent  charges  of  the  county ;  and  such  excess  shall  then  be  paid 
to  the  overseer  or  overseers  respectively  who  advanced  the  same.  But 
if  on  the  auditing  of  such  account,  there  shall  be  a  surplus  in  the  hands 
of  the  said  overseers,  or  any  of  them,  the  same  shall  be  paid  to  the 
successor  or  successors  in  office,  to  be  applied  and  accounted  for,  by 
him  or  them  in  the  course  of  the  next  year  in  the  like  manner  as  is 
herein  before  prescribed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  per- 
son who  shall  be  elected  an  overseer  of  the  poor,  in  any  district  in  this 
State  shall  refuse  or  decline  to  execute  the  office,  he  shall  thereby  for- 
feit five  pounds,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  with  costs  of  suit  by  the 
supervisor  of  that  district  for  the  time  being,  before  any  justice  of  the 
peace  of  the  county  to  be  paid  to  the  overseers  of  and  applied  to  the 
use  of  the  poor  in  that  district — And  in  case  of  the  decease,  or  refusal 
to  execute  the  office,  or  removal  out  of  the  district,  of  any  person  elected 
an  overseer  of  the  poor,  the  supervisor  of  the  district  shall  by  notices  in 
writing  by  him  subscribed  and  affixed  up  in  three  or  more  public  places 
in  the  district,  at  least  ten  days  before  the  time  of  meeting  summon  the 
freeholders  and  inhabitants  to  assemble  at  the  usual  place  of  town  meet- 
ing, to  elect  a  fit  person  to  fill  up  such  vacancy  at  which  meeting  the  • 
freeholders  and  inhabitants  assembled,  shall  proceed  to  elect  a  fit  person 
to  fill  up  such  vacancy,  who  being  so  elected  shall  be  subject  to  the 
same  duties  and  penalties  as  other  overseers  of  the  poor  of  that  district; 
provided  always  that  any  person  having  served  one  year  as  an  overseer 
of  the  poor,  shall  not  be  liable  or  compelable  again  to  serve  in  that 
office  until  the  expiration  of  four  years  from  his  time  of  service. 
Trustees  of  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Th'at  the  trustees 
SblTover^  ^^  ^^^  freeholders  and  commonalty  of  the  town  of  Kingston  in  Ulster 
seers  of  county,  shall  (as  heretofore)  be  overseers  of  the  poor  in  that  town,  and 
perform  the  duties,  and  be  subject  to  the  penalties  by  this  act  required 
of  and  be  vested  with  all  the  powers  thereby  given  to  the  overseers  of 
the  poor  in  other  districts. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and  Supervla- 
may  be  lawful,  for  the  supervisors  in  any  of  the  counties  of  this  State,  8"Jidate 
whenever  it  shall  appear  to  them  that  monies  are  due  and  in  arrear  to  J**^*^  d«»« 
the  late  church  wardens,  vestryman  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any  par-  of  poor, 
ish  of  this  State  while  a  colony;  or  to  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever 
for  keeping  and  supporting  any  poor  person  or  persons  committed  to 
their  care  by  any  church  warden,  or  church  warde;is,  or  overseer  or 
overseers  of  the  poor,  at  any  time  before  the  second  Tuesday  in  Jan- 
uary, 1777,  or  to  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever  for  keeping  or  sup- 
porting any  poor  person  or  persons  whatsoever  committed  to  their  care 
by  any  church  warden  or  church  wardens  or  overseer  or  overseers  of  the 
poor  in  the  year  1776,  and  which  poor  person  or  persons  have  remained 
with  and  been  supported  by  them  for  any  space  of  time  since  that  period, 
to  supervise  and  liquidate  the  sum  or  sums  respectively  due  to  such  per- 
son or  persons  as  aforesaid ;  and  to  apportion  the  said  several  sums  to  and  Appor- 
amongst  the  several  towns  manors  precincts  or  districts  in  such  late  par-  and^SSw- 
ish  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  deem  just  and  equitable;  and  by  their  tionof 
warrant  direct  the  sum  they  shall  apportion  to  each  respective  town  Sue."" 
manor  precinct  or  district  to  be  levied  and  collected  in  the  same  respect- 
ively, in  like  manner  as  the  contingent  charges  of  the  county  shall  be 
levied  and  collected:  which  monies  when  collected  shall  be  paid  to  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  such  town  manor  precinct  or  district  for  the 
time  being  and  be  by  them  paid  to  the  persons,  to  whom  the  same 
shall  be  due,  according  to  the  accounts  respectively  liquidated  as  above 
directed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in  all  cases,  Town  dis- 
which  respect  the  overseeing,  settlement,  removal  or  relief  of  the  poor,  flnSdf^ 
the  term  district  made  use  of  in  this  act,  shall  be  descriptive  of,  and 
equivelent  to  the  term,  city,  township,  town,  borough,  manor,  parish, 
precinct  and  district  respectively. 


CHAP.  36. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  widows  and  orphans  of  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  line  of  this  State,  and  of  the  militia  thereof. 

Passed  the  17th  of  April,  1784. 

Whereas  by  resolves  of  congress  of  the  seventeenth  day  of  August,  Preamble, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine  and  the  twenty  fourth 
day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  it  was  recom- 
mended to  the  several  States  to  make  such  provisions  for  the  widows 
of  such  of  their  officers  and  such  of  their  soldiers  inlisted  for  the  war, 
as  have  die  or  may  die  in  the  service  as  shall  secure  to  them  the  sweets 
of  that  liberty  for  the  attainment  of  which  their  husbands  had  nobly  laid 
down  their  lives. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre-  Auditor  to 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  and^MtUe 
same,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  auditor  of  this  State  to  *J^*y^ 
liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  widows  of  such  officers  and  Sto,    ^'^ 
soldiers,  inlisted  for  the  war  who  belonged  to  this  State  as  have  died  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  and. grant  them  certificates  for  their 
half  pay  for  and  during  the  term  of  seven  years  to  be  computed  from 
the  timei  of  such  officers  or  soldiers  death,  or  in  case  of  the  death  or 
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intermarriage  of  such  widows  the  said  half  pay  to  be  given  to  the 
orphan  child  or  children  of  such  officer  or  soldier  so  dying  as  aforesaid 
if  he  shall  have  left  any:  which  certificates  shall  bear  interest  from  the 
time  the  money  became  due  and  be  received  in  payment  upon  the  pur- 
chases of  all  forfeited  estates  and  also  in  payment  for  the  waste  and 
unappropriated  lands  for  the  amount  thereof. 

And  whereas  it  is  equitable  that  similar  provisions  should  be  extended 
to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  militia  being  citizens  of  this  State 
who  have  been  slain  in  actual  service. 
When  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  when  the 

ingofflcep"  commanding  officer  of  «ny  regiment  or  corps  of  militia,  shall  certify  that 
moSfof      ^'^y  person  belonging  to  his  regiment  or  corps  was  during  the  late  war 
militia       slain  in  the  field  and  the  time  when  his  name  and  rank  and  that  he  left 
SfflcSe!'*^  ^  widow  or  orphan  child  or  children  as  the  case  may  be,  and  shall 
further  certify  the  name  of  the  person  or  persons  in  titled  to  the  pro  vis - 
Auditor  to  ion  by  this  act  made:     The  auditor  of  this  State  shall  estimate  the  value 
▼SSeo?     of  seven  years  half  pay  according  to  the  rank  which  such  slain  person 
hj^'pay,     held  in  the  militia,  and  shall  give  a  certificate  thereof,  to  such  widow  or 
orphan  child  or  children  as  the  case  may  be,  purporting  that  this  State 
is  indebted  to  the  bearer  in  the  sum  therein  mentioned  and  such  certifi- 
cate shall  bear  interest  from  the  time  the  money  became  due  and  be 
received  in  payment  upon  the  purchases  of  all  forfeited  estates  and  also 
in  payment  for  the  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  for  the  amount 
thereof. 


extended. 


CHAP.  37. 

AN  ACT  for  the  appointment  of  a  commissioner  of  excise  in  the 
city  and  county  of  New  York,  and  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned.  * 

Passed  the  20th  of  April,  1784. 

Object  For  the  better  regulation  of  inns  and  taverns,  and  retailers  of  strong 

and  spiritous  liquors  in  the  city  and  county  of  New  York. 
Act  named  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in 
Seriate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 
That  a  certain  act  of  the  legislature  made  and  passed  on  the  fourteenth 
day  of  March  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand,  seven  hundred  and 
eighty  one,  entitled  "  An  act  to  lay  a  duty  of  excise  on  strong  liquors, 
to  appropriate  the  moneys  arising  therefrom,  and  for  the  better  regula- 
ting of  inns  and  taverns  within  this  State  "  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
extended  to  the  city  and  county  of  New  York  as  fully  and  efifectually, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if  the  said  city  and  county  had  been 
therein  expressly  mentioned  and  comprehended,  subject  to  such  altera- 
tions, as  is  by  this  act  made  with  respect  to  the  said  city. 
Oommiflh  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  such  person 
exfSlefn  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  appointed  by  the  mayor  aldermen  and 
New^ork.  commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York  in  common  council  convened,  shall 
be  commissioner  of  excise  for  the  city  and  county  of  New  York  ;  and 
that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  commissioner  of  excise 
for  the  said  city  and  county  for  the  time  being  to  use  and  exercise  in  the 
due  execution  of  the  said  office,  the  same  power  and  authority,  as  he  or 
they  might  or  could  lawfully  have  used  and  exercised,  if  he  or  they  had 
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been  specially  and  expressly  named  and  appointed,  in  and  by  the  said 
act  as  commissioner  of  excise  for  the  city  and  county  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  instead  of  the  Saiaiy  to 
fees  allowed  by  the  abovementioned  act,  the  commissioner  of  excise  for  SfeTOtee"* 
the  city  and  county  of  New  York  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  entitled  moneys, 
for  his  services,  to  a  salary,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  sixty  pounds  a  year,  Sue  paid 
which  it  shall  be  lawful  for  him  to  retain  out  of  the  money,  which  shall  {^^5^°" 
arise,  and  come  into  his  hands  from  the  duty  of  excise  aforesaid:     And 
the  residue  thereof  he  shall  pay  to  the  treasurer  or  chamberlain  of  the 
said  city,  to  be  applied  and  disposed  of  for  the  support  of  tlie  poor  of  the 
said  city  and  county  or  for  such  other  public  uses  within  the  same,  as  the 
mayor,  aldermen  and  commonalty  of  the  said  city  shall  from  time  to  time, 
direct  and  appoint.     Provided  always,  that  licenses  to  retail  strong  or  Proviso  as 
spiritous  liquors,  within  the  city  and  county  of  New  York  shall  be  ^^^^^^^s- 
granted  and  the  recognizances  to  be  entered  into  by  the  retailers,  taken, 
in  the  manner  prescribed  and  directed  by  the  charter  granted  to  the 
mayor,  aldermen  and  commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  anything  in 
this  act  or  the  act  hereby  extended  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwith- 
standing. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  be  Commis 
and  hereby  is  made  lawful  for  the  commissioner  or  conmiissioners  of  deuSmine 
excise  to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  to  determine  and  ascertain  ^^^J^ 
the  sum  which  each  respective  person,  applying  for  license  as  aforesaid  uceose.  ^^ 
shall  pay  for  the  same,  not  being  less  than  one  pound,  nor  more  than 
twenty  pounds  lawful  money  of  the  State  as  a  duty  of  excise,  any  thing 
to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise,  notwithstanding. 


CHAP.  38. 

AN  ACT  to  repeal  an  act  intitled  an  act  for  settling  a  ministry 
and  raising  a  maintenance  for  them  in  the  city  of  New  York 
county  of  Richmond  West  Chester  and  Queens  county  and 
also  the  several  other  acts  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  20th  of  April,  1784. 

Whereas  by  virtue  of  sundry  acts  (herein  after  enumerated,)  passed  Preamble, 
by  the  legislature  of  the  late  colony  of  New  Yorl^  the  inhabitants  in 
the  city  and  county  of  New  York  county  of  Richmond  West  Chester 
and  Queens  county,  without  distinction,  have  for  many  years  been  com- 
pelled to  pay  taxes  for  the  support  of  the  Episcopal  clergy  in  the  said 
counties,  contrary  to  every  principle  of  justice  and  sound  policy  ;  and 
whereas  by  colour  of  such  laws  it  has  been  pretended,  that  the  Episco- 
pal churches  were  established  in  the  said  counties  ;  and  claims  in  con- 
sequence thereof  have  been  set  up,  and  prosecutions  commenced  inju- 
rious to  the  rights  and  priviledges  of  other  religious  denominations,  to 
the  great  vexation  and  disquiet  of  the  *good  people  of  this  state ;  and 
whereas  altho  the  spirit  of  the  said  laws  are  repugnant  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  this  state  as  tending  to  establish  and  maintain  a  particular 
denomination  of  christians  and  the  ministers  thereof  it  appears  never- 
theless incumbent  on  the  legislature  of  this  state  in  order  to  remdve 
every  ground  of  uneasiness  that  may  arise  from  such  pretended  claims 
in  future,  that  the  said  laws  should  be  repealed. 
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Aote  re-  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  state  of  New  York  repre- 

^  '  sented  in  senate  and  assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same  That  the  act  intitled  An  act  for  settling  a  ministry  and  raising 
a  maintenance  for  them  in  the  city  of  New  York,  county  of  Richmond 
West  Chester  and  Queens  county  passed  the  2 2d  day  of  September  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1693  and  also  an  act  intitled  An  act  for  the  better 
explaining  and  more  effectual  putting  in  execution  an  act  of  general 
assembly  intitled  An  act  for  settling  a  ministry  and  raising  a  mainte- 
nance for  them  in  the  city  of  New  York  county  of  Richmond  West 
Chester  and  Queens  county  passed  the  4th  day  of  August  1705,  and 
also  the  act  intitled  An  act  for  the  more  equal  and  impartial  assessing 
the  minister  and  poor  tax,  to  be  raised  within  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York  Queens  county  West  Chester  county  and  county  of  Rich- 
mond passed  the  27  th  day  of  July  17  21,  and  also  the  act  intitled  An  act 
to  oblige  all  persons  that  shall  come  to  inhabit  or  reside  in  the  city  of 
New  York  in  order  to  expose  any  goods  wares  or  merchandise  to  sale 
at  any  time  after  the  annual  assessment  made  for  the  tax  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  minister  and  poor  of  the  said  city  to  pay  their  due  pro- 
portion towards  the  same  passed  the  27th  November  1741.  And  also 
an  act  to  revive  an  act  entitled  An  act  to  oblige  all  persons  that  shall 
come  to  inhabit  or  reside  in  the  city  of  New  York  in  order  to  expose 
any  goods  wares  or  merchandizes  to  sale  at  any  time  after  the  annual 
assessment  made  for  the  tax  for  the  maintenance  of  the  minister  and 
poor  of  the  said  city  to  pay  their  due  proportions  towards  the  same, 
passed  the  14th  of  May  1745,  and  also  the  act  intitled  An  act  to  enable 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  York  to  chuse  annually  two  vestry 
men  for  each  respective  ward  within  the  said  city,  passed  the  29th  No^ 
Ibid.  vember,  1745.    And  also  the  act  intitled  An  act  for  the  further  explain- 

ing and  rendering  more  effectual  the  two  acts  therein  mentioned  so  far 
as  they  relate  to  the  city  of  New  York  passed  the  19th  February  1756. 
And  also  an  act  intitled  An  act  to  revive  an  act  intitled  An  act  to 
oblige  all  persons  that  shall  come  to  inhabit  or  reside  in  the  city  of  New 
York  in  order  to  expose  any  goods  wares  or  merchandizes  to  ssde  at  any 
time  after  the  annual  assessment  made  for  the  tax  for  maintenance  of 
the  minister  and  poor  of  the  said  city  to  pay  their  due  proportions 
towards  the  same  passed  the  nth  September  1755.  ^^^  ^^o  an  act 
intitled  An  act  to  amend  an  act  intitled  An  act  for  settling  a  ministr}- 
and  raising  a  maintenance  for  them  in  the  city  of  New  York  county  of 
Richmond  West  Chester  and  Queens  county.  And  an  act  intitled  An 
act  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  York  to  chuse  annually 
two  vestry  men  for  each  respective  ward  within  the  said  city  so  far  as 
the  same  relates  to  the  election  of  the  church  wardens  and  vestry  men 
of  the  city  of  New  York  passed  the  27th  day  of  January  1770.  And 
an  act  entitled  *'  An  act  for  altering  the  time  of  assessing  and  collecting 
the  taxes  for  the  support  of  the  minister  and  the  poor  in  the  city  of 
New  York  passed  the  31st  day  of  January  1775.  And  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  against  Jesuits  and  Popish  priests  passed  the  31st  day  of  July 
•     1700,    And  all  and  every  of  them  shall  be  and  hereby  are  repealed. 
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CHAP.  39. 

AN  ACT  to  raise  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  on  the  lands 
therein  mentioned,  for  clearing  and  opening  the  creek,  com- 
monly called  Black  Meadow  creek,  in  the  precinct  of  Goshen, 
in  Orange  county. 

Passed  the  23d  of  April,  1784. 

Whereas  there  are  several  large  parcels  of  swamp,  and  bog  meadow,  Preamble, 
in  a  tract  of  land,  commonly  called  the  Black  Meadow,  situate  in  the 
patent  of  Wawayanda,  in  the  county  of  Orange,  and  State  of  New  York, 
which  are  frequently  drowned,  and  rendered  unfit  for  use,  by  the  over 
flowing  of  the  creek,  called  Black  Meadow  creek;  which  runs  through 
said  tract.  And  whereas  the  proprietors,  of  the  said  swamps  and  bog 
meadow,  conceive  the  same  may  be  made  fit  for  tillage,  or  pasturage, 
by  clearing  out  and  enlarging  the  said  creek. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre-  iDSDooton 
sented  in  Senate^  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  minJ'num- 
the  samCy  that  Joseph  Drake,  Seth  Marvin,  and  John  Wood,  or  any  two  her  of 
of  them,  or  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  shall  be  inspectors  to  SSramp, 
settle  and  finally  determine  the  number  of  acres,  of  swamp,  and  bog  ®*^- 
meadow,  belonging  to  each  proprietor,  in  the  said  tract,  which  may  in 
their  opinion  be  benefitted,  by  clearing,  and  enlarging,  the  said  creek; 
which  settlement,  and  determination,  shall  be  delivered  in  writing,  to  the 
treasurer  hereafter  to  be  chosen  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  order  to  Amount  to 
clear,  and  enlarge  the  said  creek,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  shall  ^ \u%^ 
be  paid  by  the  proprietors  of  the  said  swamps,  and  bog  meadow,  in  pro-  portion  to 
portion  to  the  number  of  acres  they  shall  respectively  own,  and  that  S?fSJd? 
will  be  benefited  thereby,  as  settled  by  the  inspectors ;  which  sum  of 
one  hundred  pounds,  shall  be  paid  to  William  Thompson,  Nathaniel 
Roe  and  John  Bradner  Esquires,  to  be  by  them  applied,  in  paying  all 
incidental  charges,  that  shall  arise  in  and  about  clearing,  and  enlarging, 
the  said  creek,  as  they  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  think  proper  from  the 
bridge  near  the  house  of  Charles  Durland,  to  the  lower  end  of  the  ditch, 
heretofore  cut  by  George  Thompson,  near  the  northwesterly  corner  of 
the  lands  of  the  said  John  Bradner. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  for  defraying  Amount  to 
the  expenses,  of  clearing  and  enlarging  the  said  creek,  as  aforesaid,  the  JSnuaUy. 
proprietors  of  the  said  swamps,  and  bog  meadow,  for  the  clearing  and 
scouring  of  the  said  creek  shall  for  every  acre  as  determined  and  settled 
by  the  said  inspectors,  pay  one  penny  annually  for  ten  years,  to  be  com- 
puted from  the  first  day  of  January  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty  five,  on  the  first  day  of  May,  in  every  yeat,  to  a  treasurer,  to  be 
chosen  for  that  purpose  by  a  majority  of  the  said  proprietors,  on  the 
first  Monday  in  January  in  every  year,  at  the  house  of  Abijah  Yelver- 
ton,  situated  at  Chester,  near  the  said  tract;  and  in  case  any  proprietor  in  case  of 
shall  neglect  to  pay  annually  on  the  said  first  day  of  May,  his  propor-  pJJ^tS^ 
tion  of  the  monies  to  be  raised  by  assessment  of  one  penny  per  acre,  as  urer^may 
aforesaid,  the  treasurer  for  the  time  being  shall  sue  for  and  recover  the  SSie!^' 
same,  before  any  justice  of  the  peace,  with  interest,  and  costs  of  suit ; 
and  the  said  treasurer  for  the  time  being  shall  apply  the  money  or  such 
part  thereof  as  he  may  think  necessary  to  defray  the  charges  of  clearing 
the  said  creek,  or  enlarging  the  same ;  and  on  the  said  first  Monday  in 
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January  in  every  year  the  said  treasurer,  for  the  time  being,  shall  render 
an  account  of  the  expenditure  of  the  said  monies,  unto  the  said  pro- 
prietors, then  assembled,  and  the  monies  (if  any)  he  may  have  in  bis 
hands,  together  with  all  accounts,  papers  and  vouchers,  respecting  the 
said  swamps,  and  bog  meadow,  he  shall  then  deliver  to  the  treasurer  who 
may  be  chosen  to  succeed  him  (if  any  other  shall  be  chosen  in  his  stead.) 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  that  each  proprie- 
tor shall  within  one  month  ^iter  the  said  inspectors  shall  have  settled, 
and  determined  their  respective  shares,  as  aforesaid,  pay  his,  her,  or 
their  respective  proportions  of  the  said  one  hundred  pounds,  to  the  said 
William  Thompson,  Nathaniel  Roe,  and  John  Bradner,  or  either  of  them 
and  in  default  thereof  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  William  Thompson, 
Nathaniel  Roe,  and  John  Bradner,  or  the  survivor  or  survivors  of  them, 
to  recover  the  same  by  due  course  of  law,  with  interest  and  costs  of  suit, 
as  other  debts  or  demands  are  recovered  within  this  State. 

And  whereas  there  are  many  ditches  between  the  lots  of  swamp,  and 
bog  meadow  (commonly  called  line  ditches)  and  several  main  ditches, 
to  lead  the  waters  into  the  said  creek  already  made  ;  and  for  the  more 
effectual  draining  the  said  swamp,  and  bog  meadow,  it  may  be  necessary 
to  have,  one,  or  more,  main  ditches  made,  and  also  many  other  line 
ditches,  in  order  to  lead  the  waters  either  into  the  main  ditches,  or  into 
the  creek.  And  whereas  it  will  be  also  necessary,  that  the  said  ditches 
should  be  sufficiently  scoured  at  least  once  in  two  years. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  that  any  proprietor 
who  shall  be  desirous  of  having  one  or  more  line  ditch^  or  ditches,  made 
shall  give  at  least  thirty  days  notice  of  his  intention  to  the  person,  or 
persons,  owning  the  swamp,  or  meadow  adjoining  to  the  said  intended 
ditch  or  ditches  respectively  and  in  case  the  owner,  or  owners  of  the  said 
swamp  or  meadow  adjoining  as  aforesaid  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make 
one  equal  half  part  of  such  line  ditch  or  ditches  the  person  so  giving 
notice  may  proceed  to  dig  the  said  ditch  or  ditches,  and  may  sue  the 
other  party  or  parties  respectively,  for  one  half  of  the  expences  thereof 
respectively,  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  and  shall 
recover  the  same  with  interest  and  costs  of  suit. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  line  ditches  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  cut  five  feet  wide  and  two  feet  and  an  half  deep, 
unless  the  parties  shall  otherwise  determine  and  agree. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  when  one,  or 
more  of  the  said  proprietors  shall  think  it  necessary,  that  any  other  ditch 
or  ditches  should  be  cut  in  the  said  swamps  and  bog  meadow,  and  the 
persons  interested  therein  cannot  agree  respecting  the  same,  the  said 
inspectors,  or  any  two  of  them  shall  determine  whether  such  ditch,  or 
ditches  will  be  necessary,  and  if  the  said  inspectors,  or  any  two  of  them 
shall  think  such  ditch  or  ditches  necessary  to  be  made,  they  shall  deter- 
mine in  what  place,  or  places,  the  same  shall  be  made,  the  size  of  the 
ditch,  or  ditches,  and  who  shall  pay  the  expences  thereof,  with  all  other 
incidental  charges,  attending  the  same.  And  in  case  either  of  the  par- 
ties shall  neglect  to  comply  with  such  determination,  the  person  or  per- 
sons desirous  of  having  such  ditch  or  ditches  made  may  proceed  to  make 
the  same,  and  is  and  are  hereby  fully  authorized  to  sue  for,  and  recover 
(in  the  manner  directed  respecting  line  ditches)  of  each  person  inter- 
ested, their  respective  proportion  of  the  expences  thereof,  together  with 
costs  and  all  incidental  charges. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all  or  so 
many  of  the  ditches  in  the  said  swamps  and  bog  meadow,  as  the  said 
inspectors,  or  any  two  of  them  may  think  necessary  to  be  cleared,  shall 
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be  cleared  and  scoured,  and  at  such  time  in  this  present  year,  and  in 
such  manner  as  they  or  any  two  of  them  shall  direct ;  and  every  ditch 
which  shall  hereafter  be  made,  as  well  as  those  already  made,  shall  once 
at  least  in  every  two  years  be  scoured  and  enlarged  to  the  same  breadth 
and  depth  as  they  were  at  first  made;  and  the  expencesof  scouring  and 
enlarging  the  said  ditches  or  either  of  them  shall  be  paid  by  the  person 
or  persons  at  whose  charge  the  respective  ditches  were  or  shall  be  made. 
And  upon  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  any  person  or  persons  to  contribute 
his  or  their  proportion  of  the  said  expences  it  shall  be  lawful  after  twenty  > 

days  notice  given  to  such  proprietors  respectively,  by  any  of  the  said 
inspectors,  for  any  one  or  more  of  the  said  proprietors  to  cause  the  said 
ditch  or  ditches  to  be  scoured  and  enlarged  as  aforesaid,  and  to  sue  for 
and  recover  the  respective  proportions  in  the  same  manner  as  is  herein 
directed  respecting  line  ditches. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in  case  the  Pimhor 
said  one  hundred  pounds  shall  not  be  sufficient  for  effectually  clearing  J2£^  ^ 
and  enlarging  the  said  creek  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  such 
further  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds  shall  be  raised  as  the 
majority  of  the  proprietors,  shall  think  proper ;  which  further  sum  shall 
be  paid  to  the  said  William  Thompson,  Nathaniel  Roe,  and  John  Brad- 
ner  by  the  respective  proprietors,  and  in  the  same  proportions  as  is 
herein  before  established  by  this  act,  which  act  shall  continue  in  force 
until  the  first  day  of  January  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
five. 


CHAP.  40. 

AN  ACT  to  ascertain  the  quality  of  pot  and  pearl  ashes. 

Passed  the  23d  of  April,  1784. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  state  of  New  York^  represented  in  Pot  and 
senate  and  assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  {^be  In?^ 
That  no  person  or  persons  whatsoever  shall  ship  any  pot  or  pearl  ashes  ^^^^ 
for  exportation  before  he  shall  first  submit  the  same  to  the  view  and  shipment, 
examination  of  an  inspector  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  who  shall 
start  the  same  out  of  the  casks  and  carefully  examine  try  and  inspect 
the  same,  and  sort  the  same  in  three  different  sorts,  if  necessary.     That  Duty  of 
the  said  inspector  shall  put  each  sort  by  itself  into  tight  casks,  well  ^^^p^c*^''- 
hooped  and  coopered,  which  he  shall  distinguish  by  the  words,  first  sort, 
second  sort,  or  third  sort,  with  the  words  pot  or  pearl  ashes,  branded  in 
plain  legible  letters,  together  with  the  letters  of  his  name  and  the  place 
where  such  pot  or  pearl  ashes  are  so  inspected,  at  full  length,  on  each 
of  the  casks ;  for  which  services  and  also,  for  the  additional  service  of 
repacking  the  said  pot  or  pearl  ashes  and  putting  the  casks  in  such  con- 
dition as  they  were  in  when  brought  to  him  for  inspection,  and  for 
weighing  the  same,  and  delivering  to  the  proprietors  an  invoice  or 
weigh  note  under  his  hand  of  the  weight  of  each  cask,  the  said  inspector  Fees, 
shall  have  and  receive  six  pence  for  every  hundred  weight  so  inspected, 
one  half  to.  be  paid  by  the  purchaser,  and  the  other  half  by  the  vendor ; 
provided,  that  if  any  such  cask  or  casks  shall  in  the  judgment  of  the 
inspector  be  unfit  for  shipping,  such  further  cooperage,  or  such  new 
casks  as  may  be  necessary,  shall  be  made  or  done  at  the  expence  of  the   , 
vendor. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  such  in- 
spector at  the  time  of  starting  the  said  pot  or  pearl  ashes  for  inspection, 
shall  weigh  the  cask  or  casks,  and  mark  the  weight  with  a  marking  iron, 
on  each  head  thereof: 

Provided  always^  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  t/ie  authority  aforesaid. 
That  if  any  dispute  shall  arise  between  such  inspetor  and  any  possessor 
of  such  pot  or  pearl  ashes,  concerning  the  quality  thereof,  upon  appli- 
cation to  any  magistrate  within  the  city  or-  county  where  the  same  may 
happen,  such  magistrate  shall  and  is  hereby  required  to  issue  a  warrant 
to  three  indifferent  judicious  persons,  of  skill  and  integrity,  to  be 
viewers,  to  view  and  search  the  said  pot  or  pearl  ashes,  as  the  case  may 
be,  one  of  the  said  persons  to  be  named  by  the  possessor  of  such  pot 
or  pearl  ashes,  another  of  them  to  be  named  by  the  inspector,  and  the 
third  to  be  named  by  the  magistrate,  which  three  persons  shall  be  duly 
sworn  carefully  to  examine  the  said  pot  or  pearl  ashes,  as  the  case  may 
be,  and  make  report  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  of  the  quality 
thereof  as  they  find  the  same ;  and  the  said  magistrate  is  hereby  im- 
powered  and  required  to  give  judgment  agreeable  to  the  report  of  the 
said  three  viewers,  or  any  two  of  them:  and  in  case  the  said  pot  or  pearl 
ashes  are  adjudged  to  be  of  the  quality  or  qualities  as  distinguished  by 
the  inspector,  the  said  magistrate  is  hereby  authorized  to  direct  the  said 
pot  or  pearl  ashes  to  be  branded  by  the  said  inspector,  agreeable  to 
such  distinction,  and  shall  also  award  and  order  the  owner  or  possessor 
of  the  said  pot  or  pearl  ashes  to  pay  to  such  inspector  sixpence  for  each 
hundred  weight  for  all  such  pot  or  pearl  ashes  as  shall  be  adjudged  as 
aforesaid,  with  reasonable  costs  and  charges :  but  in  case  the  said  pot 
or  pearl  ashes  upon  tryal  shall  be  found  to  differ  in  quality  from  the 
said  inspectors  judgment  thereon,  the  costs  shall  be  paid  by  the  inspec- 
tor. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  every  such 
inspector  shall  have  full  power  and  authority,  by  virtue  of  this  act  and 
without  further  or  other  warrant,  to  enter  on  board  of  any  ship,  sloop, 
or  vessell  whatsoever,  lying  or  being  in  the  harbour  where  such  inspec- 
tor is  authorized  to  inspect  pot  or  pearl  ashes,  to  search  for  and  make 
discovery  of  any  pot  or  pearl  ashes  shiped  or  shipping  on  board  any 
such  vessell  for  exportation  out  of  this  state  ;  and  if  such  inspector  shall 
on  search  discover  any  cask  or  casks  of  pot  or  pearl  ashes,  not  branded 
as  before  directed,  the  person  or  persons  so  shipping,  or  having  shipped 
the  same,  shall  forfeit  all  and  every  such  cask  or  casks  of  pot  or  pearl 
ashes  so  shipped  or  shipping,  and  not  branded  in  the  manner  herein 
before  directed  ;  and  the  master  or  commander  of  any  such  vessell  who 
shall  receive,  any  such  cask  or  casks  of  pot  or  pearl  ashes,  not  branded 
as  aforesaid,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  pounds.  And  if  any  master  of 
any  ship  or  vessell,  or  any  of  his  servants  or  seamen  shall  obstruct  or 
hinder  the  said  inspector  in  making  such  search  as  aforesaid,  every 
person  so  offending,  shall  for  such  offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  ten  pounds. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  governor, 
or  person  administring  the  government  of  this  state  for  the  time  being 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council  of  appointment,  shall, 
and  is  hereby  authorised  and  required  to  appoint  one  or  more  fit  person 
or  persons  to  be  inspector  or  inspectors  of  pot  or  pearl  ashes  in  each 
such  city  or  county  of  this  state  as  to  the  said  governor  and  council 
shall  appear  necessary.  And  if  any  such  inspector  or  inspectors  so 
appointed  shall  by  any  accident  be  rendered  incapable,  or  shall  neglect 
to  execute  the  said  office,  or  misbehave  himself  or  themselves  therein, 
or  shall  die,  then  and  so  often,  and  from  time  to  time,  as  such  cases  may 
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arise,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  governor  or  person  admin- 
istring  the  government,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  said 
council  of  appointment  to  appoint  other  fit  and  capable  person  or  per- 
sons in  his  or  their  stead  who  shall  thereupon  be  the  inspector  or  inspec- 
tors for  putting  this  act,  in  execution,  with  all  the  powers,  and  subject 
to  all  the  penalties  described  in  this  act,  and  each  of  the  inspectors  so 
to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  before  he  enters  upon  the 
execution  of  his  office  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  before  a  magistrate 
of  this  state  in  the  words  following  viz. 

"  I  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  faithfully  truly  and  im-  Official 

partially  according  to  the  best  of  my  judgment  skill  and  understanding  ^'*^* 
execute  do  and  perform  the  office  and  duty  of  an  inspector  and  examiner 
of  pot  and  pearl  ashes  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  a 
law  of  this  state  intitled  An  act  to  ascertain  the  quality  of  pot  and  pearl 
ashes  ;  and  that  I  will  not  directly  or  indirectly,  by  myself  or  by  any 
other  person  or  persons  for  me,  buy  or  sell  any  pot  or  pearl  ashes  during 
the  time  I  continue  inspector  of  the  same,  on  my  o^^'n  account,  or  upon 
the  account  of  any  other  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  so  help  me 
God/' 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  in-  Penalty  in 
spector  of  pot  or  pearl  ashes  not  then  employed  in  the  examination  and  Sector 
inspection  of  pot  or  pearl  ashes  (according  to  the  duties  required  by  nofriects  to 
this  act)  shall,  on  application  made  for  the  examination  of  any  pot  or  S^tiou". ' 
pearl  ashes  as  aforesaid,  refuse  neglect  or  delay  to  proceed  to   such 
examination  and  inspection,  for  the  space  of  three  hours  after  such 
application  so  made  to  him,  the  inspector  so  refusing  neglecting  or 
delaying   to   make   such   examination  and   inspection,   shall   for  each 
oflfence  forfeit  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings,  to  the  use  of  the  person,  or 
persons  so  delayed. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  t/ie  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  person  or  per-  ibid,  for 
sons  shall  counterfeit  any  of  the  aforesaid  brand-marks,  or  impress  or  feitimc '^' 
brand  the  same  on  any  cask  or  casks  of  pot  or  pearl  ashes,  knowing  brand- 
such  brand-mark  or  impression  to  be  counterfeit,  he  she  or  they  being  ™**'"'*** 
thereof  legally  convicted,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  person  ibid,  for 
shall  empty  any  cask  or  casks  of  pot  or  pearl  ashes,  branded  as  afore-  ^eut  ouf 
said  in  order  to  put  in  other  pot  or  pearl  ashes  for  sale  or  exportation  marks, 
without  first  cutting  out  the  said  brand  mark's,  the  person  or  persons  so 
offending,  shall  respectively  forfeit  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all  the  fines  Fines,  etc., 
and  forfeitures  mentioned  in  this  act,  shall  be  recoverable  in  the  same  5?^|^^^' 
manner  as  other  debts  of  the  same  value  are  recoverable  by  the  laws  of 
this  state,  by  suit,  bill,  plaint  or  information,  wherein  no  essoin  protec- 
tion or  wager  of  law,  or  any  more  than  one  imparlance  shall  be  allowed  ; 
the  one  moiety  of  all  which  fines  and  forfeitures  (except  such  as  are 
herein  before  otherways  applied)  when  recovered,  shall  (after  deducting 
the  necessary  costs,)  be  immediately  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer 
of  this  state,  toward  the  support  of  the  government  thereof,  and  the 
other  half  to  the  officer  or  other  person  who  will  sue  for  t^e  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  pot  or  Where  in-^ 
pearl  ashes  shipped  for  exportation  from  any  port  of  this  state,  shall  be  SemaSe*^*^ 
inspected  at  the  place  where  the  said  pot  or  pearl  ashes  may  be  so 
shipped  for  exportation  out  of  this  state,  having  the  name  of  the  place 
where  it  shall  be  shipped,  and  the  letters  of  the  inspectors  name  who 
has  inspected  and  examined  the  same  as  before  directed. 
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CHAP.  41. 

AN  ACT  concerning  the  circuit  courts. 

Passed  the  33rd  of  April,  1784. 

Pwmmbie.       WHEREAS  the  holding  of  the  circuit  courts  only  once  a  year  in  the 
several  counties,  is  attended  with  a  great  delay  of  justice ;  as  a  tempor- 
ary remedy  therefore,  and  until  the  legislature  shall  make  a  more  per- 
manent and  ample  provision  in  the  premises. 
Appoint-        Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 
Ume'and     Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
Pjjceof     That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  supreme  court  of  judicature  from  time 
couru.'      to  time,  whenever  they  shall  deem  it  necessary,  to  appoint  a  time  and 
also  a  place  within  each  of  the  several  counties,  for  holding  a  court  for 
the  trial  of  causes  arising  in  the  said  counties  respectively,  and  brought 
to  issue  in  the  said  supreme  court;  any  law,  ordmance  or  usage  to  the 
contrary  notwithstandmg.     And  ftirther,  that  such  court  for  the  trial 
of  causes  shall  be  held  in  each  county,  for  and  during  so  long  a  time 
as  in  the  judgment  of  the  said  court  shall  be  deemed  necessary  for  the 
trial  of  such  causes. 


CHAP.  42. 

AN  ACT  to  restrain  the  feeding  and  burning  the  grass,  and 
cutting  the  timber  on  certain  beaches  and  islands  therein 
mentioned. 

Passed  the  24th  of  April,  1734. 

Hones,  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 

no?to  ruB*  *S'-f«<j/^  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

\l  dT*  ^'^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  "^^*^?  ^^  horses,  neat  cattle, 

n^amed.      sheep  or  hogs,  small  or  great  shall  be  suffered  to  go,  run  or  feed,  on  any 

of  the  beaches  or  islands,  lying  between  a  certain  gut,  or  inlet,  called 

Mostick  Gut,  to  the  eastward,  and  another  certain  gut  or  inlet,  called 

Seizure  of,  Huntington  West  Gut,  to  the  westward.     And  in  case  any  horses,  neat 

found.       cattle,  sheep  or  hogs,  small  or  great,  shall,  after  the  said  first  day  of  May 

next,  be  found  on  any  the  said  beaches  or  islands,  it  shall  and  may  be 

lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  to  take  seize  and  keep  the 

said  horses,  neat  cattle,  sheep,  or  hogs,  as,  and  for  their  own  absolute 

property  ;  any  law,  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding — 

Proviso  aa  Always  provided,  that  this  act  nor  any  thing  therein  contained,  shall  not 

and  horses  ^^  construed  to  debar  or  prevent  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever, 

necesswy   having  meadows  on  the  said  beaches  or  islands,  from  carrying  on,  using 

to  cart  ay.  ^^^  feeding  so  many  oxen  and  horses  on  the  said  beaches  or  islands, 

as  shall  be  necessary  for  carting  and   stacking  their  hay,  during  the 

proper  season  of  getting  and  securing  thereof. 

Penal^  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  person 

(be  to  0?*^  or  persons  whomsoever,  shall  set  fire  to,  or  bum  the  old  grass,  or  cut 

oidmw    ^^y  ^^  ^^^  timber  on  any  of  the  said  beaches  or  islands,  he, she  or  they, 

or  tf^M*.  so  offending,  on  due  proof  thereof  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five 

pounds,  to  any  person  or  persons  who  will  sue  for  the  same,  to  his,  her, 

or  their  own  proper  use. 
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CHAP.  4a 

AN  ACT  to  enable  the  mayor,  recorder  and  aldermen  of  the  city 
and  county  of  New  York,  to  raise  monies  by  tax  for  the  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  26th  of  April,  1784. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Ma'yor, 
Senate  and  Assembly ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  ^^  Jjooo 
That  the  mayor,  recorder  and  aldermen  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  pounds  foi 
York  for  the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  whereof  the  mayor  tho^o^p^ 
or  recorder  to  be  one,  be  and  hereby  are  fully  empowered  and  author-  JjJ"  ^'^ 
ized,  to  order  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  the  passing  of  this  personal 
act,  the  raising  a  sum,  not  exceeding  six  thousand  pounds  by  a  tax  on  ®"***^ 
the  estates,  real  and  personal  of  all  and  every  the  freeholders  and  in- 
habitants within  the  city  and  county  of  New  York  to  be  applied  to  the 
support  and  maintenance  of  the  poor  of  and  to  the  repairing  and  main- 
taining the  public  roads  within  the  said  city  and  county.     And  also  a  Also  4,000 


further  sum  not  exceeding  four  thousand  pounds  by  a  tax  on  the  estates  p?"?©!!/" 
real  and  personal,  of  all  and   every   the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  fiha 


)perty 
fnhabit- 

within  the  said  city,  on  the  south  side  of  a  line,  beginning  at  the  out-let  part  of  city 


of  the  swamp  of  Leonard  Lispenard  Esquire  into  Hudsons  river,  thence  paS^ent^*^ 
to  and  along  the  north  side  of  the  dwelling  house  of  Nicholas  Bayard  of  watch- 
Esquire,  thence  to  and  along  the  north  side  of  the  dwelling  house  now  ™®°'  **^' 
or  late  of  Thomas  Jones  Esquire,  and  thence  to  and  along  the  north 
side  of  the  dwelling  house  of  Abraham  Cannon  to  the  East  river,  to  be 
applied  to  the  payment  of  so  many  watchmen,  as  the  mayor,  aldermen 
and  commonalty  of  the  said  city  and  county  of  New  York,  shall  think 
necessary,  for  guarding  the  said  city,  and  to  be  applied  also  to  the  pur- 
chasing of  oil,  providing  lamps,  and  repairing  and  attending  the  lamps 
which  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  erected  within  the  said  city;  and  for 
the  making  repairing  and  maintaining  the  public  wells  and  pumps 
within  the  said  city;  and  which  said  sums  above  mentioned  shall  be 
rated  and  assessed  by  the  vestrymen,  according  to  the  estate  and  other 
circumstances  and  abilities  to  pay  taxes  of  each  respective  person  col- 
lectively considered.  That  the  tax  shall  be  raised  at  such  different  When  tax 
periods  and  such  proportion  at  each  period,  as  the  said  mayor  recorder  JJised,  etc. 
and  aldermen  of  the  said  city  and  county  for  the  time  being,  or 
the  major  part  of  them  shall  deem  most  expedient;  and  that  the 
said  tax  shall  be  raised,  assessed,  levied  and  collected  in  the  same 
manner  as  hath  heretofore  been  accustomed  within  the  said  city 
and  county  for  levying  and  collecting  the  tax  for  the  maintenance  and 
support  of  the  minister  and  poor  within  the  said  city  and  county,  except 
where  otherwise  directed  by  this  act,  and  except  that  the  said  tax 
instead  of  being  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  church  wardens  of  the  said 
city  and  county,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer  or  chamberlain  of  the  said  city  and  county  for  the  time  being, 
provided  nevertheless. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  encuted.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Amount  to 
mayor  recorder  and  aldermen  for  the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  {J*fPgu^ 
them,  to  determine  what  proportion  of  the  monies  to  be  raised  by  virtue  port  of  the 
of  this  act  for  the  roads,  and  the  poor  shall  be  applied  to  the  seperate  ^hi  le-" 
use  of  the  poor ;  and  that  such  proportion  shall  be  drawn  out  of  the  ^'''n*°ed. 
hands  of  the  treasurer  or  chamberlain  of  the  said  city  and  county,  in 
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like  manner  as  near  as  may  be  as  the  monies  heretofore  raised  n-ithm 
the  said  city  and  county  for  the  use  of  the  poor  were  accustomed  to  be 
drawn  out  of  the  hands  of  the  church  wardens  of  the  said  city  and 
county  for  the  time  being,  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary 
hereof  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 
Vacancies,  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in  case  of 
hov^to  be  vacancy  or  vacancies,  in  the  office  of  vestryman  collector  or  any  other 
of  the  usual  officers,  within  the  said  city  and  county  requisite  and  neces- 
sary in  and  about  the  levying  and  collecting  of  taxes,  however  such 
vacancy  may  be  or  may  have  arisen,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
said  mayor  recorder  and  aldermen  of  the  said  city  and  county  for  the 
time  being  or  the  major  part  of  them,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
and  required  to  appoint  a  time  for  holding  an  election  or  elections  to 
supply  any  and  every  such  vacancy  or  vacancies,  and  to  cause  due  notice 
thereof  in  writing  to  be  given  to  the  inspectors  of  the  general  election 
for  the  ward  in  which  the  vacancy  or  vacancies  aforesaid  shall  have  hap- 
pened ;  and  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  inspectors  and  they  are 
hereby  directed  and  required  thereupon  to  give  at  least  eight  days  pre- 
vious and  public  notice  to  all  persons  entitled  by  law  to  vote  at  such 
election,  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  the  same,  and  the  said  election 
shall  be  accorcordingly*  held  and  conducted  in  the  same  manner  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  as  the  election  for  the  offices  so  becoming  vacant 
ought  by  law  to  be  held  and  conducted. 


CHAP.  44. 

AN  ACT  to  facilitate  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the 
United  States  within  this  State. 

Passed  the  27th  of  April,  17S4. 

Preamble.  Whereas,  The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  by  their  act> 
passed  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-two,  did  resolve  in  the  words  following  (viz)  Resolved, 
that  fiv^  commissioners  be  appointed  for  the  settlement  of  accounts, 
under  the  direction  of  the  superintendant  of  the  finances,  namely,  one 
for  the  quartermasters  department,  one  for  the  commissaries  department, 
one  for  the  hospital  department,  one  for  the  cloathiers  department,  and 
one  for  the  marine  department,  each  of  which  commissioners  shall  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  liquidate  and  finally  settle  the  accounts  of 
the  departments  respectively,  assigned  to  them,  up  to  the  last  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  inclusive.  And 
also  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  legislatures  of  the  States,  to 
empower  the  said  commissioners,  to  call  for  witnesses,  and  examine 
them  on  oath,  or  affirmation,  touching  such  accounts  as  are  respectively 
assigned  to  them,  for  settlement,  and  that  it  be  also  recommended  to  the 
said  legislatures  to  make  provision  by  law,  for  the  speedy  and  effectual 
recovery  from  individuals  of  debts  due,  and  effects  belonging  to  the 
United  States. 

And  whereas  it  is  necessary  to  vest  the  said  commissioners  with  such 
powers  as  may  be  adequate  to  the  execution  of  their  respective  trusts. 

♦  So  in  oriirf  oat. 
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Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorky  repre-  Commis- 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  f^JI"  ^ 
the  samcy  That  every  of  the  said  commissioners  shall  be,  and  hereby  is  notice  to 
authorized  to  issue  a  notice  in  writing  under  his  hand  and  seal  to  any  eu^JJsed 
person  or  persons  whom  he  shall  suppose  indebted  to  the  United  States,  ^©btVcfto 
by  means  of  any  employment,  or  agency,  which  he  or  they  may  have  the  United 
held,  or  had,  in  the  department,  the  accounts  of  which,  such  commis-  appwu-^ 
sioner  is  appointed  to  liquidate,  and  finally  settle,  or  to  any  person  or  ^*y^^^® 
persons  who  may  be  supposed  to  have  in  his,  her,  or  their  hands,  any  accounts, 
monies,  or  other  personal  property,  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
which  he,  she,  or  they  may  have  received,  on  account  of,  or  from  any 
officer,  or  agent  of  such  department ;  which  notice,  after  briefly  setting 
forth,  the  cause  for  which  such  officers,  agents,  or  persons  may  be  re- 
quired to  attend,  shall  also  direct  him,  her,  or  them  to  appear  with  their 
books,  and  papers,  and  a  state  of  their  accounts,  before  the  commis- 
sioner, at  a  certain  day  and  place  to  be  expressed,  in  the  said  notice, 
provided  that  such  day  shall  not  be  less  than  twenty  days,  from  the  ser- 
vice of  such  notice,  and  that  the  party  shall  not  be  compelled,  to  attend 
at  any  place,  out  of  the  county  in  which  he  usually  resides.     And  if  the  Commia- 
party  or  parties  so  notified,  shall  attend  on  the  day  appointed,  the  said  p^o"  ee?to 
commissioner  shall  proceed  to  the  examination,  liquidation  and  final  final  settle- 
settlement,  of  his,  her,  or  their  account,  and  if  upon  such  settlement,  a  toclituy 
ballance  shall  be  found  in  favor  of  the  person,  or  persons  so'  notified,  **^^        ^. 
the  said  commissioner  shall,  at  the  request  of  the  party,  certify  the  same  any.  found 
at  the  foot  of  the  account,  furnishing  the  party  with  a  duplicate  of  such  fh©  u!^s! 
account,  and  certificate,  and  the  said  accounts  and  certificates  respec- 
tively, shall  be  conclusive  evidence,  in  any  court  of  record,  of  this 
State,  that  the  said  account  has  been  fully  settled,  and  that  the  United 
States  are  indebted  to  the  amount  of  the  sum  therein  specified.     If  on  if  balance 
the  contrary,  it  shall  appear  from  the  settlement  of  such  account,  that  a  ^  ^co*,^' 
ballance  is  justly  due  to  the  United  States,  it  shall  be  at  the  discretion  missloner 
of  the  said  commissioner,  to  take  a  bond  from  the  person  so  accounting,  blfndor* 
in  the  name  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  for  the  time  being,  * JfJ*^**^® 
conditioned  for  the  payment  of  the  said  ballance,  if  the  said  debtor  will 
volunterily  enter  into  the  same,  or  if  the  debtor  shall  refuse,  or  the  com- 
missioners shall  conceive  it  inexpedient,  to  take  such  bond  it  *shall,  and 
may  be  lawfull,  for  him  to  institute,  a  suit  against  the  person  so  found 
indebted,  in  the  name  of  the  said  treasurer,  in  any  court  of  record, 
within  the  county,  in  which  such  debter  shall  reside,  other  than  in  the 
supreme  court,  if  the  sum  so  found  to  be  due,  shall  not  exceed  one 
hundred  pounds,  but  if  it  shall  exceed  one  hundred  pounds  he  shall  be 
at  liberty,  to  sue  for  the  same,  in  any  court  of  record  of  this  State,  and 
in  either  case,  the  said  debter,  shall  be  held  to  fail  in  such  sum,  as  the 
said  commissioner,  shall  upon  oath,  declare,  it  appears  to  him  to  be  the 
ballance  due  to  the  United  States,  which  affidavit  shall  be  filed  at  the 
time  of  taking  out  the  process. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  whenever  subpoenas 
any  of  the  said  commissioners,  or  the  officer,  agent,  or  person,  whose  n%^^" 
account,  he  is  about  to  liquidate,  and  settle,  shall  find  it  expedient  to 
examine  witnesses  respecting  such  account,  that  application  shall  be 
made  to  any  justice  of  the  peace  within  the  county,  in  which  the  com- 
missioner holds  his  session,  to  attend,  at  the  place  where  such  accounts 
are  settling,  and  the  justice,  shall  furnish  him,  as  well  as  the  party  whose 
accounts,  are  under  examination,  with  such  subpoenas  for  witnesses,  as 
they  may  respectively  require,  which  subpoenas  shall  be  valid,  tho  the 
witness  resides  in  another  county,  to  compel  his  or  her  attendance. 
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under  the  penalty  of  one  hundred  pounds,  to  be  recovered  in  the 
supreme  court  of  this  State,  and  on  the  attendance  of  such  witness  the 
said  justice  shall  administer  the  usual  oath,  or  affirmation  to  him,  or 
her,  and  the  said  commissioner,  and  the  party  whose    accounts  are 
under  examination,  shall  in  the  presence,  and  under  the  direction  of  the 
Testimony  said  justice,  proceed  to  examine  the  said  witness,  the  said  commissioner 
ducedlo     reducing  the  said  testimony  to  writing,  unless  the  other  party  shall  ob- 
^iting,      Ject  thereto,  in  which  case  the  justice,  or  any  other  person,  on  whom 
the  parties  may  agree,  shall  do  it,  and  the  party  whose  accounts  are 
under  examination,  shall  be  furnished  with  a  true  copy  of  such  affidavit, 
which  original  and  copy  shall  be  certified  by  the  said  justice,  and  shall 
be  conclusive  evidence,  in  any  court  of  record  in  any  suit  to  be  insti- 
tuted for  the  ballance,  which  may  be  found  on  such  settlement,  and, 
and  it  shall  and  may  be  lawfuU  to  and  for  the  said  commissioner,  at  his 
discretion,  to  adjust  such  accounts,  on  oath  of  the  accountant,  if  such 
accountant,  will  voluntarily  answer,  such  interrogatories  as  the  said  com- 
missioners may  deem  necessary  to  state,  in  respect  to  such  accounts, 
and  that  each  witness  shall  be  allowed,  at  the  rate  of  six  shillings  per 
day,  for  his  attendance,  being  summoned  as  aforesaid. 
Proceed-         And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  the  party 
aSofnation  SO  notified  shall  appear,  the  commissioner  and  party  shall  proceed  in 
counts        n^anner  fallowing  (to  wit).     The  commissioner  and  accountant  shall  first 
examine  the  charges  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  against  the  said 
accountant,  and  if  they  agree  in  all  those  charges  the  accountant  shall 
be  made  debter  to  the  United  States  in  the  aggregate  amount.     But  if 
the  parties  do  not  agree  the  accountant  shall  be  made  debtor  with  only 
the  aggregate  amount  of  such  charges  as  they  do  mutually  agree  upon, 
and  two  seperate  accounts  of  the  contested  charges  shall  be  made  and 
subscribed  by  both  parties  in  the  presence  of  two  persons  who  shall  also 
subscribe  their  names  thereto  as  witnesses,  and  each  party  shall  retain 
one  of  such  accounts.     The  parties  shall  then  proceed  to  examine  the 
charges  on  the  part  of  the  accountant  against  the  United  States,  and  if 
they  agree  in  all  those  charges,  the  United  States  shall  be  made  debtor 
to  the  accountant  in  the  aggregate  amount,  but  if  the  parties  do  not 
agree  the  .United  States  should  be  made  debter  with  only  the  aggregate 
amount  of  such  charges  as  they  shall  mutually  agree  upon,  and  two  sep- 
erate accounts  of  the  contested  charges  shall  be  made  out  and  subscribed 
by  both  parties  in  the  presence  of  two  persons  who  shall  also  subscribe 
their  names  thereto  as  witnesses  and  each  party  shall  retain  one  of  such 
Account     accounts.     That  an  account  currant  shall  be  stated  between  the  United 
pu?^^**"     States  and  the  accountant  in  which  the  latter  shall  be  made  debtor  for 
u?ed*a^d  ^^^  aggregate  amount  of  all  such  charges  on  the  part  of  the  United 
balance      States,  which  he  did  not  contest,  and  in  which  he  shall  have  credit  for  the 
certified,     aggregate  amount  of  all  such  charges  by  him  made  against  the  former  as 
were  not  contested  by  the  said  commissioner,  and  the  ballance  on  such 
account  being  struck,  the  amount  thereof  shall  be  certified,  if  due  to  the 
United  States  by  the  accountant,  or  if  due  to  the  latter  by  commis- 
sioner, and  the  ballance  if  in  favour  of  the  United  States  shall  be  car- 
ried to  their  credit  in  the  contested  account,  or  if  in  favour  of  the 
Proceed-     accountant  to  his  credit  in  such  account.     That  it  shall  then  be  lawful 
chanoeifor  ^^^her  for  the  said  commsssioner  or  for  the  said  accountant  to  apply  by 
to  Bottle     petition  (and  to  which  petition  shall  be  annexed  a  copy  of  the  whole  of 
aocomit.     the  said  contested  account)  to  the  chancellor  in  the  court  of  chancer)' 
praying  the  aid  of  the  said  court  in  order  to  a  settlement  of  the  said 
contested  account,  and  the  chancellor  shall  on  such  petition  order  a 
copy  thereof  to  be  served  on  the  opposite  party  and  shall  appoint  a  time 
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and  place  for  the  said  parties  to  appear  before  him,  and  if  such  oppo- 
site party  shall  refuse  to  appear'  after  being  served  with  a  copy  of  the 
said  petition  and  with  a  copy  of  the  rule  of  court  appointing  such  time 
and  place  such  opposite  party  shall  be  deemed  in  contempt  and  process 
of  contempt  shall  issue  against  him  and  on  the  appearance  of  both  the 
said  parties  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  chancellor  to  decree  on  the  whole 
or  any  part  or  parts  of  the  said  account  or  to  refer  the  whole  or  any  Reference 
part  or  parts  of  the  said  account  to  such  three  referees  as  the  parties  ^^^d 
shall  mutually  elect  and  in  case  the  parties  cannot  agree  in  the  choice 
of  referees,  then  to  such  referees  as  the  chancellor  shall  himself  appoint. 
That  the  referees  shall  take  on  themselves  the  reference  on  pain  of  con- 
tempt and  shall  be  allowed  each  eight  shillings  per  day  besides  a  reason-  Referee's 
able  allowance  for  their  expences,  for  each  day  they  shall  be  respectively  f^^*to. 
employed  in  the  said  business  referred  to  them  to  be  paid  by  such  of 
the  parties  or  in  such  proportions  between  the  parties  as  the  chancellor 
shall  agree ;  that  a  majority  of  the  referees  shall  have  authority  to  hear 
and  report  and  shall  also  have  authority  by  summonses  under  their  hands 
to  summons  any  person  or  persons  to  appear  before  them  to  testify 
touching  the  matter  in  controversy  between  the  said  parties  and  every 
person  who' being  duly  summoned  shall  refuse  to  appear  or  appearing 
shall  refuse  to  testify  shall  be  deemed  to  be  in  contempt  of  the  said 
court  of  chancery.     That  on  every  hearing  either  before  the  chancellor  Acoount- 

himself  or  the  referees  the  said  accountant  shall  answer  on  oath  to  inter-  ??iii,^„ 
...  .         _  aiMwer  on 

rogatories  touching  the  matter  in  controversy  on  pain  of  contempt,  oath. 

And  that  in  every  of  the  cases  which  may  come  before  the  chancellor  Decree, 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  he  shall  make  such  decree  as  shall  appear  to  him 
agreeable  to  equity  and  good  conscience,  and  shall  direct  such  sum- 
mary or  other  mode  of  proceeding  as  he  shall  judge  proper  and  neces- 
sary.    But  in  case  it  shall  so  happen,  that  the  party  shall  decline  to  ap-  in  case 
pear  on  such  notice,  or  appearing,  shall  refuse  to  state  his  accoimts,  or  oiSlMlio 
produce  his  books  and  vouchers,  in  order  to  a  settlement  thereof,  it  shall  appear, 
and  may  be  lawful,  to,  and  for  the  said  commissioner,  thereupon  to  cause  cess  uT^ 
process  to  issue,  in  manner  aforesaid,  in  the  name  of  the  said  treasurer  ^^^'"f 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  defendant  shall  be  held  to  bail,  in  such  treasurer 
sum,  as  it  shall  appear,  by  the  oath  of  the  commissioner,  that  the  de-  u.  s!* 
fendant  hath,  in  his  opinion,  received  for,  or  on  account  of  the  United 
States  or  for  or  from  any  such  officer  or  agent  as  aforesaid,  which  affi- 
davit shall  be  filed  in  the  office  from  which,  process  issued,  or  such 
other  bail,  as  upon  motion  it  shall  appear  to  the  court,  or  in  a  vacation, 
to  either  of  the  judges  proper  to  direct,  which  direction  shall  be  en- 
dorsed, on  the  back  of  the  writ,  and  on  the  appearance  of  the  defendant, 
to  such  process,  the  like  proceeding  shall  be  had,  as  in  actions  of  Proceed- 
account,  except,  that  it  shall  be  sufficient  for  the  said  treasurer  of  the  SS^ie^* 
United  States,  to  declare,  that  the  defendant  has  received  the  sum  men-  Judgment 
tioned  in  his  declaration,  as  bailiff,  or  receiver  to  the  United  States,  and 
any  proof  of  the  receipt  of  public  money,  in  either  of  the  capacities 
mentioned  in  the  above  recited  resolution  of  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress, shall  be  and  hereby  is  made  sufficient  evidence,  to  support  such 
declaration,  to  which  declaration,  no  other  plea  shall  be  admitted,  but 
such  as  shall  expressly  deny  the  receipt  of  any  such  monies,  in  either 
of  the  capacities  aforesaid,  or  such  as  shall  admit  the  receipt  of  money, 
and  tend  to  prove  a  discharge,  or  proper  expenditure  thereof,  in  the 
former  of  which  cases,  if  upon  the  trial,  the  plea  shall  be  found  against 
the  defendant,  judgment  shall  be  given  for  the  amount  of  such  monies, 
as  shall  appear  to  have  come  to  his  or  her  hands,  and  in  case  he  she, 
or  they  shall  by  his,  or  her  plea,  admit  the  receipt,  of  public  monies,  but 

85 


674 


LAWS  OF  NEW  YORK. 


[Chap.  44. 


Referenoe. 


Power  of 
referees. 


In  case  of 
fraud  bUl 
maybe 
filed,  eto. 


Demurrer 
not  al- 
lowed. 


When  bill 
to  be  taken 
pro  con- 

fesso. 


Proviso  re- 
oitingreso' 
lutioa  of 
CoDgress. 


plead  a  discharge,  or  proper  expenditure  thereof,  the  court  shall  in  such 
case,  award,  that  he  or  she  shall  account,  and  proceed  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  three  referees,  agreeable  to,  and  in  manner  directed  by  the 
act,  **  entitled  an  act  for  the  better  determination  of  personal  actions, 
depending  upon  accounts,  passed  on  the  twelfth  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  one. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  such  referrees, 
shall  be,  and  hereby  are  invested,  with  all  and  every  power,  and  author- 
ity, which  are  usually  exercised,  by  referrees  appointed,  agreeable  to  the 
law  aforesaid,  in  other  actions  of  account,  as  well  with  respect  to  the 
mode  of  conducting  the  examination  of  the  said  account,  as  with  respect 
to  their  judgment  thereon,  and  that  they  shall  issue  summonses,  to  any 
witness  to  attend,  on  the  settling  of  such  account,  and  if  such  witness 
shall  refuse,  or  neglect  to  attend,  he  or  she,  shall  be  and  hereby  are 
made  liable  to  the  penalties  above  mentioned,  to  be  recovered  in  like 
manner,  as  is  provided  in  case  a  witness  shall  not  attend,  when  sum- 
moned to  attend  the  said  commissioner. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  if  any  of  the 
said  commissioners  shall  suspect  fraud  or  deceit,  in  any  person  or  per- 
sons with  whom  such  commissioners  shall  be  empowered  to  account,  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  such  commissioner  shall,  and  may,  at  his  discretion, 
cause  a  bill  to  be  filed,  in  the  name  of  the  said  treasurer,  in  the  court  of 
chancery  of  this  State,  in  which  bill,  he  shall  briefly  declare,  that  the 
defendant  is  indebted  to  the  United  States,  that  he  has  refused  to 
account,  and  suggest  such  interrogatories  as  he  shall  deem  necessar}'  for 
the  defendant  to  reply  to ;  the  answer  to  which  bill,  shall  be  full  and 
direct,  to  each  of  the  interrogatories,  therein  contained,  or  the  bill  be 
taken  in  such  part  as  is  not  fully  answered  unto,  pro  confesso. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  no  demurrer 
shall  be  allowed,  to  such  bill,  and  that  if  the  answer  thereto,  contains  a 
confession  of  the  receipt  of  public  monies,  that  it  shall  be  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  chancellor,  to  refer  the  same  to  three  masters  in  chancer)-,  or 
to  any  one  master  in  chancery,  together  with  such  other  two  persons,  as 
the  said  chancellor  shall  by  commission  appoint,  to  examine  and  report, 
on  such  account,  and  which  persons,  so  to  be  appointed,  shall  by  the 
master  in  chancery,  be  sworn,  impartially  with  him  to  examine,  and 
report  on  such  account,  and  which  master,  or  masters  in  chancery,  shall, 
beyond  the  powers  heretofore  usually  exercised  by  him  or  them,  be,  and 
hereby  are  autherized  and  impowered  to  examine  the  defendant  upon 
oath  touching  the  matter  in  controversy.  Provided  that  the  accountant, 
shall  not  be  compelled  to  answer  to  any  question,  the  answer  to  which 
would  tend  to  expose  him  to  a  criminal  prosecution. 

And  to  the  end  that  no  delays  may  arise  in  the  prosecution  of  such 
suit,  Be  it  enacted^  that  if  the  defendant,  shall  not  enter  his  or  her 
appearance,  and  answer  within  the  time  prescribed,  by  the  rules  of  the 
court,  that  after  the  return  of  the  first  attachment,  with  proclamation, 
the  bill  shall  be  taken  pro  confesso^  and  a  decree  be  given  accordingly. 

And  whereas  by  one  other  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  twentieth 
day  of  February  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  two  it  was 
Resolved  *  that  a  commissioner  for  each  State  should  be  apj>ointed  in 
the  manner  therein  mentioned,  with  full  power  and  authority,  finally  to 
settle  the  account,  between  the  State  for  which  he  shall  have  been  nom- 
inated, and  the  United  States ;  that  all  accounts  of  monies  advanced, 
supplies,  furnished,  or  services  performed,  between  the  United  States, 
and  a  particular  State,  shall  be  estimated  according  to  the  scale  of 
depreciation  framed  by  the  board  of  treasury,  on  the  twenty  ninth  day 
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of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  in  consequence  of  the 
resolution  of  the  twenty  eighth  day  of  June  preceeding.  Provided  always 
that  specific  supplies  furnished  pursuant  to  requisitions  of  Congress, 
shall  be  settled,  agreeably  to  the  price  mentioned,  in  such  requisition, 
and  also  to  liquidate,  and  settle  in  specie  value,  all  certificates,  given  for 
supplies  by  public  officers  to  individuals,  and  other  claims,  against  the 
United  States  of  America,  by  individuals,  for  supplies  furnished  to  the 
army  —  the  transportation  thereof  and  contigent  expences  thereon, 
within  the  said  State,  according  to  the  principles  of  equity  and  good 
conscience,  in  all  cases  which  were  not,  or  should  not  be  provided  for 
by  Congress." 

And  whereas^  in  the  progress  of  the  late  war,  the  legislature  of  this  ibid,  as  to 
State,  from  a  zeal  for  the  common  cause,  and  an  earnest  desire  to  pre-  {JtSg**"' 
vent  the  encrease  of  the  prices  of  supplies,  for  the  armies  of  the  United  prices  of 
States,  and  the  depreciation  of  the  paper  money  emited  by  authority  of  •"PP"®*- 
the  United  States;  did  pass  certain  laws  for  regulating  prices,  and  at 
the  same  time,  for  compelling  the  citizens,  to  contribute  to  the  aforesaid 
supplies,  at  prices  so  prescribed,  and  on  the  certificate  of  the  officers  of 
the  United  States. 

And  wheras  it  is  highly  just  and  equitable,  that  on  the  final  settlement  Ibid,  as  to 
of  accounts,  between  this  State,  and  the  United  States,  as  large  prices  Ee  aUowed 
should  be  allowed  to  this  State  for  such  supplies  as  are  or  shall  be  this  state, 
allowed,  to  other  States  for  similar  articles,  and  it  is  well  known  that  in 
some  of  them,  such  supplies  have  been  charged  to  the  United  States, 
at  nearly  double  the  price,  at  which  they  were  permitted  to  be  sold,  by 
the  regulating  laws  aforesaid,  and  the  principle  laid  down  in  the  before 
recited  act  of  Congress,  that  all  accounts  of  monies  advanced,  supplies 
furnished,  or  services  performed,  between  the  United  States,  and  a  par- 
ticular State,  shall  be  estimated  according  to  the  table  of  depreciation 
formed  by  the  board  of  treasury,  on  the  twenty  ninth  day  of  July  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  will  opperate  greatly  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  people  of  this  State,  and  is  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  divers  acts 
of  Congress  and  particularly  of  a  certain  act  passed  on  the  nineteenth 
day  of  November  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine. 
Nevertheless  the  legislature  fully  confiding  that  the  said  act  of  Congress, 
of  the  twentieth  day  of  February  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty  two  will  be  hereafter  revised,  and  so  altered  as  to  credit  this 
State,  as  much  for  the  supplies  furnished,  and  services  performed,  by 
its  legislature  and  citizens,  as  shall  be  allowed  to  other  States,  and  their 
citizens  for  similar  supplies,  and  services.  And  this  legislature  being 
moreover  earnestly  disposed,  to  facilitate  and  give  dispatch,  to  the  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  referred  to,  in  the  said  act  of  Congress. 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted^  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  Power  of 
commissioner  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed,  for  this  State,  for  the  pur-  Bio"S*to 
poses  in  the  last  mentioned  act  or  ordinance  of  Congress  declared,  J^*'^^!^?^ 
shall  be,  and  hereby  is  vested  with  full  power  and  authority,  to  summon  etc."**"*"' 
witnesses,  and  to  examine  them  upon  oath  or  affirmation,  and  adopt  the 
like  means  in  this  behalf,  and  for  the  collecting  and  procuring  of  evi- 
dence, as  any  commissioner  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed,  for  the  pur- 
poses set  forth  in  the  first  above  recited  act  of  Congress,  may  or  can 
do,  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  wit-  False 
ness,  shall  wilfully  falsify  or  knowingly  swear,  or  affirm,  to  an  untruth  bJSre"* 
in  a  material  point  concerning  which  he  or  she  shall  be  examined,  °o™°J^ 
before  any  justice  of  the  peace,  before  the  commissioner  or  referees,  or  perjuiy. 
in  any  court  of  record,  within  this  state,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  the  same 
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shall  be  deemed  perjury,  and  the  person  guilty  thereof,  shall  be  liable 
to  be  prosecuted,  in  any  court  of  general  or   quarter  session  of  the 
peace,  of  this  State  within  the  jurisdiction  whereof,  such  offence  shall 
be  committed,  and  upon  conviction  thereof,  he  or  she  shall  suffer,  the 
like  pains,  penalties,  and  disabilities,  to  which  those  who  commit  wil- 
ful, and  corrupt  perjury,  in  any  court  of  record,  of  this  State  are  liable. 
And  whereas^  many  of  the  good  peoplfe  of  this  State,  who  have  claims 
on  the  United  States  for  services  performed,  articles  furnished  or  taken 
by  public  officers,  and  others,  may  from  there  being  unacquainted  with 
the  adjustment  of  accounts,  greatly  retard  the  settlement  of  the  Conti- 
nental accounts. 
Peraon  to        Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  l*hat  it  shall  and 
pointed  to  "^^X  ^^  lawful,  to,  and  for  his  excellency  the  governor,  by  and  with  the 
attend        advice  and  consent  of  the  council  of  appointment,  to  appoint  a  person 
^ner  and  to  attend  the  said  commissioner,  last  alluded  to,  into  each  of  the  coun- 
cSSmants.  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  State,  as  agent  on  the  part  of  this  State,  and  that  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  such  agent,  to  aid  and  assist  every  claimant  in  stateing  his 
her  or  their  account  or  demands,  if,  thereunto  required  by  such  claim- 
ants, or  to  receive  any  certificates  or  accounts  with  which  any  claimants 
may  be  invested,  and  to  settle  the  same  with  the  said  commissioner,  and 
to  receive  from  such  commissioner,  a  certificate  or  such  other  paper 
securities,  as  he  may,  by  his  instructions  be  directed  to  give,  and  to 
receive  such  certificate  or  security  either  in  his  own  name,  or  in  the 
name  of  the  claimant,  as  the  case  may  require. 
Proviso  as       And  whereas  certificates  have  been  given  by  officers  in  the  quarter 
catos given  master  generals,  commissary  generals,  and  forage  master  generals  or 
mMter^      forage  masters  departments,  many  of  which  are  given  for  a  nominal  sum 
jtenerais,     in  Continental  currency,  without  specifying  in  the  same  the  particular 
®^*  articles  or  services  for  which  they  were  respectively  granted.     And 

whereas  no  equitable  liquidation  of  the  true  value  of  such  nominal  sum 
can  be  made,  unless  it  shall  be  previously  ascertained  for  what  articles 
or  services  the  debt  was  incurred. 
Certifl-  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  t/ie  authority  aforesaid.  That  the 

deiiverod*  agent  to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  in  such  manner  as  he 
to  agent,     shall  deem  most  eligible,  require  the  holders  of  all  and  every  of  such 
certificates,  to  deliver  the  same  to  him  or  his  order,  for  the  purpose 
abovementioned ;  and  that  the  said  agent  shall  give  to  such  persons  so 
Duty  of      delivering  their  certificates  as  aforesaid,  receipts  for  the  same.     That  as 
^^^  '        soon  as  the  said  agent  shall  have  received  any  number  of  such  certifi- 
cates as  aforesaid,  he  shall  apply  to  the  persons  by  whom   they  were 
respectively  given,  or  to  such  other  persons  in  whose  care  the  books  and 
accounts  of  such  persons  may  be  deposited,  for  an  account  of  the  articles 
and  services  for  which  such  certificates  were  respectively  given,  and  of 
aerks  to    the  time  when  the  same  were  delivered  or  performed.     That  it  shall  be 
SraSi^     lawful  for  the  said  agent  to  appoint  one  or  more  such  clerk  or  clerks,  as 
to  be*™*    the  person  or  persons  giving  such  certificates  shall  nominate  to  make 
tilled,  etc.  such  extracts  as  aforesaid  from  the  books  of  the  person  or  persons  so 
giving  the  certificates  as  aforesaid  ;  and  that  the  extracts  so  taken  shall 
be  certified  by  the  officer  or  person  who  signed  the  original  certificate 
(if  such  person  be  living  and  within  this  State)  or  in  case  of  his  death 
or  absence  from  the  State,  then  by  the  person  or  persons  in  whose  cus- 
tody the  said  books  may  be  :  that  such  extracts  when  taken  from  the 
books  of  any  officer  or  person  who  shall  be  either  dead  or  absent  from 
the  State,  shall  be,  by  the  person  in  whose  custody  the  same  may  be,  cer- 
tified under  oath  to  be  a  true  extract  or  copy  from  the  books  in  his  cus- 
tody. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  when  the  Agent  to 
said  agent  shall  be  vested  with  such  extracts  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  as  iJSc^'be- 
soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  lay  the  same  before  the  commissioner  forecom- 
aforesaid  appointed  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  for  liquidation  and  for  iiqui- 
settlement ;  and  after  having  received  such  certificates  from  the  said  ^***on. 
commissioner  as  he  may  be  authorized  to  give,  to  deliver  the  same  to 
the  respective  holders  of  the  original  certificates  by  him  received. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy  That  if  any  person  Suit  may 
in  either  of  the  departments  aforesaid,  by  whom  such  certificates  as  Sg^cSt^*** 
aforesaid,  have  been  given,  or  any  person  having  in  custody  any  of  the  persons  re- 
books  or  accounts  of  any  such  person  in  either  of  the  said  departments,  jSJ^ft^x- 
who  may  be  dead  or  without  this  State,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  permit  ^^^J 
such  abstracts  to  be  made,  or  to  make  and  certify  the  same  in  the  man- 
ner before  directed,  such  person  or  persons  so  refusing,  shall  be  liable 
to  a  suit,  and  recovery  upon  the  certificate  given  by  the  person  or  per- 
sons giving  the  same,  or  having  in  custody  the  books  or  accounts  of  such 
person  and  who  shall  refuse  to  permit  an  extract  to  be  made  in  manner 
aforesaid  by  the  person  or  persons  holding  the  same,  in  like  manner  as 
if  the  said  certificate  was  given  for  the  proper  debt  or  debts  of  the  per- 
son or  persons  so  neglecting  or  refusing ;  and  that  there  shall  be  no  stay 
of  execution  upon  any  judgment  or  judgments  to  be  had  in  any  such 
suit  or  suits,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  agent  Agent  to 
to  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of  this  act  is  hereby  authorised  to  appoint  Jwooierks. 
not  exceeding  two  clerks  for  the  making  the  said  extracts,  and  at  such 
pay  as  he  shall  deem  equitable. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  Philip  Schuy-  Persons 
ler  Abraham  Yates  Junior  and  Egbert  Benson  Esquires  or  the  major  g™®^^ 
part  of  them,  or  the  major  part  of  such  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  jjice,  eto., 
appointed  by  the  legislature,  shall  be  and  hereby  are  appointed  to  give      "*^*°  ' 
such  assistance  and  advice,  to  the  said  agent,  as  they  shall  deem,  will 
tend  to  promote  the  settlement  of  accounts,  between  individuals  of  this 
State,  and  the  said  commissioner,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and 
on  such  other  occasions  on  which  he  may  require  their  assistance  and 
advice,  and  also  frpm  time  to  time  to  give  such  assistance  and  advice  to 
the  auditor  of  this  State,  as  they  shall  deem  he  may  stand  in  need  of,  in 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts,  between  this  State,  and  the  United  States. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  agent  Account 
shall,  and  he  iu  hereby  required,  to  keep  an  exact  account  of  each  cer-  cenlSoate 
tificate   issued   by  the  said    Continental  commissioner,  specifying  the  to  be  kept, 
amount  of  each  certificate,  and  the  name  of  the  oerson  in  whose  favour 
it  was  granted. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  agent  Compensa- 
to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  ^J,^' 
twenty  shillings  per  day,  for  every  day  he  shall  be  actually  employed  in 
the  business  to  be  by  him  performed,  agreably  to  this  act,  in  which 
said  allowance  shall  be  included  all  expences  whatsoever,  other  than 
books  clerks  and  paper,  according  to  such  account  thereof,  as  he  shall 
produce  audited  by  the  auditor  of  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  be  Payment 
lawful  for  the  treasurer  of  this  State,  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  pay  ^^, 
unto  the  said  agent  the  sum*  of  fifty  pounds,  immediately  after   his 
appointment,  and  the  further  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  at  the  expiration  of 
three  months  thereafter  on  account  of  his  said  allowance  out  of  any 
unappropriated  monies  in  the  treasury  of  this  State. 
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Oath  or  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  agent  to 

tioD  to       be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  and  may,  and  he  is  hereby 

witne8B68.  impowered  to  administer  on  oath  or  if  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  an 

affirmation  to  any  person  or  persons  whose  oath  or  affirmation  may  be 

required  as  a  witness  or  claimant,  on  any  matter  incident  to  the  business 

committed  to  the  charge  of  the  commissioner  last  mentioned. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  this  act  shall 
continue,  and  be  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  May  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of 
the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature  and  no  longer. 


CHAP.  45. 

AN  ACT  for  the  settlement  of  the  pay  of  the  levies  and  militia 
for  their  services  in  the  late  war,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned. 

Passed  the  27th  of  April,  1784. 

Pay-roUs         Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  Ntiv  York  represented  in 
er^to*"^"  ^^^^^^  ^^  Assembly  and  it  is  fiereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
auditor  for  That  all  brigadiers,  colonels  or  commanding  officers  of  regiments  or 
Sonaad"    corps  of  levies  and  militia  respectively,  who  have  been  called  into  actual 
liquidation  service  during  the  late  war,  and  to  whom  payment  has  not  been  made, 
shall  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  deliver  the  abstracts 
and  pay-rolls  for  all  such  services,  to  the  auditor  of  this  State  for  the 
time  being,  to  the  end  that  the  same  may  be  examined  and  liquidated 
agreable  to  law ;     The  said  auditor  shall  charge  all  such  officers,  non 
commissioned  officers  and  privates  respectively,  for  the  amount  of  such 
certificates   which    they   have   respectively   received   of    the   auditors 
appointed  to  liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  troops  of  this  State 
in  the  service  of  the  United. States,  for  the  depreciation  of  their  pay, 
for  the  time  he  or  they  were  captivated,  and  also  with  such  monies  as 
may  have  been  advanced  to  them  respectively  on  account  of  this  State, 
ascertaining  the  value  thereof,  if  in  Continental  currency,  agreable  to 
the  Continental  scale  of  depreciation,  and  the  said  abstracts  and  pay- 
rolls being  so  examined  and  certified,  and  also  all  such  which  have  here- 
tofore been  audited  by  the  said  State  auditor,  or  by  the  late  auditor 
general  of  the  State,  and  which  have  not  been  paid,  shall  be  delivered 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  State  for  the  time  being,  in  order  that  certificates 
may  be  issued  for  the  amount  of  the  sums  due  to  the  persons  respect- 
ively, named  in  such  abstracts  and  pay-rolls, 
state  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^    That  the  said 

te^oam'  s^^^^  treasurer  shall  as  soon  as  may  be,  cause  a  competent  number  of 
oertifloates  certificates  to  be  printed,  of  such  form  and  manner,  as  he  shall  deem 
printed,  best  calculated  to  prevent  frauds  and  counterfeits,  and  with  blanks  for 
the  name  of  the  creditor  and  the  sum  due  to  him,  and  purporting  that 
the  person  named  in  such  certificate,  or  his  assigns,  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive  from  the  treasury  of  this  State,  the  sum  specified  in  such  certifi- 
cate in  current  lawful  money  of  this  State,  with  the  interest  at  five  per 
cent  per  annum  from  the  date  of  such  pay-rolls  or  abstracts  of  the 
regiment  or  corps  of  levies  and  militia  respectively  for  which  such  cer- 
tificate shall  be  given  in  payment  as  aforesaid. 
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At^d  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  treas-  Treasurer 
urer  of  the  said  State,  for  the  time  being  upon  the  application  of  any  JSruiloatea 
of  brigadiers,  colonels  or  commanding  officers  of  any  regiment  or  corps  on  exam- 
of  levies  and  militia,  or  by  any  one  of  the  officers  of  any  of  the  said  ijlfuidaSd 
regiments  or  corps  respectively,  and  as  often  as  they  or  any  one  of  P»y-«>11« 
them  shall  exhibit  his  or  their  pay-roll  or  abstract,  examined  and  liqui- 
dated as  by  this  act  is  required,  the  said  treasurer  shall  proceed  to  fill 
up  the  blanks  with  the  persons  name  and  sum  due,  and  sign  his  name 
to  such  number  of  certificates,  as  there  shall  appear  names  and  sums 
expressed  in  such  pay-rolls  subsistance  rolls  or  abstracts  respectively, 
and  shall  take  a  receipt  from  such  officer  for  the  sum  or  sums  issued  to 
him  in  certificates  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  amount  of  such 
pay-roll,  subsistance  roll  or  abstract  respectively,  and  the  said  treasurer 
is  to  charge  the  said  amount  to  the  United  States.     And  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  such  officer  to  pay  or  deliver  to  each  officer  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  belonging  to  his  regiment  or  corps,  a  certificate  for 
such  sum  as  is  mentioned  in  such  abstract,  pay-roll  or  subsistance  roll 
which  he  hath  exhibited  to  the  state  treasurer  for  settlement. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  Offlcere 
not  be  lawful  for  such  officer  who  shall  receive  the  certificates  from  the  SJir^** 
state  treasurer,  to  deliver  such  certificate  to  any  person  or  persons  but  Jlf^^^^j^^ 
such  as  shall  apply  in  their  own  person  for  that  purpose,  or  upon  the  apply  in 
order  or  assignment  witnessed,  made  by  any  person  or  persons  to  whom  P«»on»etc. 
pay  shall  appear  to  be  due,  or  to  the  legal  representatives  of  such  per- 
son, always  retaining  in  his  possession  such  order  or  assignment  and  at 
the  same  time  takeing  a  receipt  for  such  payment ;  and  the  said  officer 
to  whom  the  said  treasurer  shall  pay,  or  deliver  the  certificates  for  the 
amount  of  the  said  abstract,  pay-roll  or  subsistance  roll  shall  within 
nine  months  after  the  receipt  of  the  certificates,  render  a  just  and  true 
account  of  the  delivery  of  the  same  with  vouchers  of  payment,  and 
in  case  any  shall  remain  in  his  hands,  shall  return  the  same  to  the  said 
treasurer. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  tfu  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  the  said  Certifl- 
certificates,  signed  by  the  said  state  treasurer  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  ^fJJJi^jn 
be  receivable  in  payment  upon  the  purchases  of  all  forfeited  estates  and  payment 
also  in  payment  for  the  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  for  the  amount  ^^tl^ 
thereof.  •*«• 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  suchpewonsto 
persons  to  whom  pay  may  be  due  for  military  services  as  aforesaid,  who  J^^™  g,*^ 
may  be  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  settling  with  such  officer  to  apply  to 
whom  his  certificate  may  be  given,  within  the  time  above  by  this  act  fS?Srtifl- 
appointed  for  settlement,  shall  and  may  thereafter  apply  to  the  trcas-  J^^^ 
urer,  at  the  treasury  office  of  the  State,  and  the  treasurer,  in  such  case  due. 
.  is  hereby  directed  and  authorized  to  examine  the  abstracts,  pay  rolls  or 
subsistance  rolls  where  the  name  of  the  person  or  persons  so  applying 
shall  be  said  to  be  contained,  and  also  the  vouchers  of  payment  made 
on  account  of  such  pay-roll,  subsistance  roll  or  abstract  and  if  upon  such 
examination  it  shall  appear  that  a  sum  is  due,  he  shall  issue  certificates 
therefor  in  the  same  manner  as  is  ordered  and  directed  by  this  act. 
And  whereas  in  the  course  of  the  late  war,  it  has  frequently  been  Pror^  ut 
!    necessary  for  his  excellency  the  governor  the  brigadier  general  or  com-  "^^^^^"^ 
\    manding  officers  of  regiments  or  corps,  to  order  out  detachments  of  the  ^Jj;;^;^ 
levies  and  militia  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  before  any  roeanb  ^j^T^' 
could  be  provided  for  their  regular  subsistance,  upon  which  emergenci*is 
such  detachments  have  subsisted  themselves  or  have  been  subsisted  by 
the  inhabitants  and  for  which  no  recompence  hath  hitherto  beeo  luaot:. 
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Persons  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  qforesaidy  That  when  any  per- 

to  audUop  son  or  persons  shall  produce  to  the  auditor  for  the  State  for  the  time 
of^hav^?  being,  a  certificate  attested  on  the  oath  of  and  signed  by  the  command- 
subsisted    ing  officer  of  any  such  detachment  of  levies  or  militia  who  may  have 
audwe^  ^  ^^^^  subsisted  in  manner  aforesaid,  specifying  the  number  of  men  and 
P*y  |V*^  ^^^  number  of  days  they  were  subsisted  as  aforesaid,  and  also  specifying 
that  no  provisions  were  drawn  from  any  public  magazine  for  the  time 
therein  mentioned,  the  said  auditor  shall  and  is  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  allow  the  person  or  persons  named  in  such  certificate  at  and 
after  the  rate  of  one  shilling  for  every  day  each  person  in  such  detach- 
ment was  employed,  and  the  auditor  shall  give  a  certificate  to  the  per- 
son or  persons  with  whom  he  has  so  settled,  purporting  that  this  State 
is  indebted  to  such  person  or  persons  in  the  sum  therein  mentioned, 
and  shall  charge  the  same  to  the  United  States. 

And  whereas  many  of  the  citizens  of  this  State  are  now  or  hereafter 
may  be  possessed  of  accounts  audited  by  the  auditor-general  of  this- 
State  or  by  the  auditor  thereof  for  articles  delivered  or  services  per- 
formed for  the  use  of  the  United  Stafes  or  of  this  State. 
Certlfl-  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  treasurer 

deiwered    of  this  State  is  hereby  authorised  and  required  upon  the  application  of 
audUed '    ^^^  person  or  persons  possessed  of  an  account  or  accounts  audited  as 
accounts,    aforesaid  or  on  the  application  of  the  legal  representative  of  such  per- 
son, to  receive  such  accounts,  and  to  deliver  in  lieu  thereof  and  to  alike 
amount  one  or  more  certificates  as  are  by  this  act  directed  to  be  granted 
to  the  levies  and  militia  with  interest  in  like  manner  as  by  this  act  is 
directed,  reducing  the  same  to  specie  value  by  the  Continental  scale  of 
depreciation,  if  not  already  so  reduced,  and  which  account  the  treasurer 
is  further  directed  to  retain  in  his  hands  with  a  discharge  thereon  and 
at  the  same  time  numbering  with  equal  numbers  the  certificate  so  to  be 
given  and  the  account  for  which  the  same  is  given  from  number  one 
progressively. 
Account         And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said 
^  the  *^'  auditor  shall  keep  an  exact  and  true  account  of  the  number  of  persons 
auditor,      contained  in  the  abstracts  or  pay  rolls  by  him  audited  in  virtue  of  this 
act  and  the  said  treasurer  shall  have  the  certificates  he  is  hereby  author- 
ised to  issue  bound  in  a  book  or  books  by  him  to  be  procured  for  that 
purpose,  and  in  filling  up  the  same  as  directed  by  this  act,  cut  the  same 
thereout,  and  leave  a  part  therefef  in  the  said  book  and  number  such 
certificates,  as  also  the  parts  left  in  the  book  from  number  one  progres- 
sively, and  the  sum  in  each  certificate,  as  also  the  persons  name  to  whom 
such  certificate  issues  shall  be  inserted  in  the  part  of  such  certificate 
left  in  the  book  as  aforesaid. 


CHAP.  46. 

AN  ACT  for  the  inspection  of  sole  leather  in  the  city  of  New 

York. 

Passed  the  28th  of  April,  17S4- 

inspectora  Be  it  CTUUted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in 
?eather  to  Senate  and  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same 
be^ap-        That  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commonalty,  of  the  city  of  New  York 


in  common  council  convened,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are  authorized  and 
directed  to  appoint  from  time  to  time,  and  as  often  as  vacancies  by 
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deaths,  resignation  of  office,  or  otherwise  shall  happen,  two  fit  persons 
to  inspect  and  weigh  all  sole  leather  that  shall  be  manufactured  within 
the  said  city  of  New  York,  oi*  imported  or  brought  into  the  said  city 
from  any  place  whatsoever,  after  the  passing  of  this  act ;  which  said 
inspectors  shall  respectively  take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath  before 
the  mayor  or  recorder  of  the  city  of  New  York,  before  they  shall  be 
deemed  qualified  for,  or  proceed  to  tl^e  execution  of  the  duties  enjoined 
upon  them  by  virtue  of  this  act,  viz. 

"  I  do  solemnly  swear,  that  I  will  well  faithfully  and  im-  Official 

partially,  according  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  understanding,  execute  ^****' 
do  and  perform  the  office  and  duty  of  an  inspector  and  examiner  of  sole 
leather,  and  will  not  directly,  or  indirectly  by  myself,  or  by  any  person 
or  persons  under  me,  or  for  my  benefit  or  advantage,  buy  or  sell  any 
sole  leather,  during  the  time  that  I  shall  continue  an  inspector  of  the 
same  (except  for  the  use  of  my  own  family)  according  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  an  act  entitled  An  act  for  the  inspection  of  sole  leather 
in  the  city  of  New  York.     So  help  me  God." 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^   That  from  and  Sole 
after  the  passing' of  this  act  no  sole  leather  whatsoever  shall  be  sold  dis-  {STbSw)??* 
posed  of,  or  used  for  any  purpose,  or  purposes  whatsoever  within  the  jn  New 
said  city  of  New  York,  until  the  same  shall  be  inspected,  sealed  and  unSi  it  Sas 
weighed,  by  one  of  the  inspectors  to  be  for  that  purpose  appointed  by  S5f?»JS" 
virtue  of  this  act,  under  the  penalty  of  forty  shillings,  for  every  such 
offence,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered,  by  action  of  debt  with  costs  of 
suit,  in  a  summary  way,  by  any  person  or  persons,  who  will  sue  and 
prosecute  for  the  same,  before  the  mayor,  recorder,  or  any  alderman  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  to  be  levied  by  process  to  be  directed  to  the 
sheriff  or  any  one  of  the  constables  of  the  said  city,  commanding  him,  or 
them,  or  either  of  them,  to  levy  the  same  by  distress  and  sale  of  the 
offenders  goods  and  chatties ;  one  moiety  whereof  when  so  recovered, 
to  be  paid  to  the  chamberlain  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to  be  applied  at 
the  discretion  of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commonalty  of  the  said  city, 
to  the  use  of  the  poor  thereof ;  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  use  of  such 
person  or  persons  who  prosecuted  for  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  there  shall  Inspec- 
be  paid  to  the  inspector  for  inspecting,  sealing  and  weighing  of  every  ^^^  *'«•■• 
side  of  sole  leather,  the  sum  of  fourpence,  one  half  thereof  to  be  paid 
by  the  seller,  and  the  other  half  by  the  purchaser. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  each  inspector  inspector 
shall,  and  is  hereby  required  to  provide  himself,  with  proper  seals  for  ^j^^Md*^ 
the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  to  impress  on  every  side  of  sole  leather,  impress 
which  shall  be  deemed  dry,  good,  and  merchantable,  his  own  name,  and  every  sfde 
the  words  New  York  at  full  length,  and  also  the  weight  thereof.     And  {ifsMcSS 
if  any  person  or  persons,  shall  presume  to  counterfeit  such  mark  or 
marks,  to  be  made  by  any  such  inspector,  by  making  any  impression  or 
mark  on  any  sole  leather,  he  or  they  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
for  every  such  offence  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  to  be  sued  for  recovered 
and  applied  in  manner  aforesaid. 

Provided  nevertheless,  that  all  sole  leather  which  upon  inspection  Proviso  as 
as  aforesaid  shall  be  found  not  to  be  dry,  good  and  merchantable,  and  un^pf' 
which  as  such  shall  not  be  branded  in  manner  herein  before  directed,  chaotable 
may  be  used  for  any  other  purposes,  except,  being  worked  into  shoes,  '®***^®''- 
boots,  or  buckets.      And  provided  further  that  all  such  sole  leather  To  be 
which  shall  not  on  such  inspection  as  aforesaid,  be  deemed  good,  and  ™^|S?' 
merchantable  by  the  inspector,  shall  be  by  him  marked  with  the  word 
BAD,  and  may  then  be  used  for  any  other  purpose,  or  purposes,  except 
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being  worked  into  shoes,  boots,  or  buckets.  And  every  such  inspector 
is  hereby  required  and  directed  to  keep  proper  instruments  for  the 
purpose  of  marking  such  unmerchantable  leather  accordingly;  and  if 
any  person  or  persons  shall  presume  to  work  up  into  shoes,  boots,  or 
buckets,  any  sole  leather,  before  the  same  shall  be  inspected  as  afore- 
said, or  any  sole  leather  which  shall  be  marked  with  the  word  BAD  as 
aforesaid,  he,  or  they  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such 
offence  the  sum  of  ten  pounds,  to  be  sued  for  recovered  and  applied,  in 
manner  before  directed. 


CHAP.  47. 

AN  ACT  to  raise  five  hundred  pounds  for  repairing  and  finishing 
the  court  house  and  gaol  in  Haverstraw  precinct  in  Orange 
county,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  28th  of  April,  1784. 

Preamble.       Whereas  the  court  house  and  'gaol  in  Haverstraw  precinct  in  the 
county  of  Orange,  have  not  been  completed,  and  are  now  out  of  repair. 
Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorky  repre- 
sented in  Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  the  supervisors  of  the  said  county  for  the  time  being,  shall, 
Tax  to  be    and  they  are  hereby  directed  and  required,  to  order  to  be  assessed  on  and 
JJ^Siing  ^  collected  from  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  precincts  of  Orange 
court         Town  and   Haverstraw,  in  Orange  county,  the  5um  of  five  hundred 
gaol!*  *"*     pounds  for  repairing  and  finishing  the  said  court  house  and  gaol,  with 
the  additional  sum  of  nine  pence  for  every  pound  for  collecting  the 
same.     That  one  hundred  and  twenty  five  pounds  of  the  said  five  hun- 
dred pounds  shall  be  raised  with  the  first  tax  that  shall  hereafter  be 
When  to     assessed  in  the  said  precinct;    and  the  like  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  five  pounds  annually,  for  three  years  next  succeeding  the  said 
first  tax;  which  said  several  sums  amounting  to  five  hundred  pounds, 
and  the  poundage  for  collecting  the  same,  shall  be  assessed  levied  and 
collected,  in  like  manner  as  the  other  contingent  charges  of  the  said 
county. 
Trustees         And  be  it  furt/ier  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  monies 
causere^    SO  to  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  from  time  to  time  be  paid 
piUre  to  be  by  the  several  and  respective  collectors  of  the  precincts  of  Orange  Town 
™    **         and  Haverstraw,  unto  David  Pye,  Cornelius  Cornelius  Smith,  Roeloff 
Van  Houten,  Benjamin  Coe  and  William  Sickels,  who  are  hereby  ap- 
pointed trustees  to  direct  and  cause  the  said  court  house  and  gaol  to  be 
repaired  and  finished;    and  the  said  trustees  or  any  three  or  more  of 
them,  are  hereby  authorized  and  impowered  from  time  to  time  to  direct 
the  manner  in  which,  and  the  materials  wherewith  the  said  court  house 
and  gaol  shall  be  repaired  and  finished;  and  to  inspect,  examine,  audit, 
settle  and  pay  every  account  for  labor  or  work  done  or  materials  pro- 
vided or  used,  or  any  other  disbursements  expended  for  repairing  or 
finishing  the  said  court  house  and  gaol,  or  either  of  them. 
Preamble        And  whereas  John  Coe,  David  Pye,  Edward  William  Keers,  Come- 
JJ^^2n"  li^s  Cornelius  Smith  and  Roeloff  Van  Houten  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of 
on  loan,      the  legislature  of  the  late  colony  of  New  York,  entitled  "An  act  for 
raising  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  pounds,  for  building  a  court 
house  and  gaol  in  the  county  of  Orange,  and  for  other;  purposes  therein 
mentioned,  passed  the  19th  of  March,  1774,  did  take  monies  on  loan,  at 


be  au- 
seased 
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interest,  to  erect  and  build  the  said  court  house  and  gaol,  which  monies 
still  remain  due  and  unpaid. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^    That  the  trus-  Parment 
tees  by  this  act  appointed,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  are  hereby  ^t ofsiHa 
authorized  and  impowered  to  pay  and  discharge  the  monies  both  prin-  ^^^^](^' 
cipal  and  interest  due  or  that  shall  become  due  as  aforesaid,  out  of  the  be^raf^d.^ 
said  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  directed  by  this  act  to  be  raised  \  and 
the  said  trustees  shall  deliver  to  the  supervisors  of  the  county,  an  ac- 
count in  writing  with  the  names  of  the  said  trustees  or  the  major  part 
of  them,  with  their  own  handwritings  respectively  subscribed,  of  all  the 
interest  due  or  that  shall  become  due  on  the  monies  so  taken  on  loan 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid ;  and  the  supervisors  of  the  county  shall  there- 
upon order  and  direct  the  sum  or  sums  so  paid  for  interest,  to  be  assessed 
on  and  levied  from  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  precincts  of 
Orange  Town  and  Haverstraw,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  con- 
tingent charges  of  the  county ;  and  the  monies  so  to  be  assessed,  and 
levied  for  the  interest  aforesaid,  when  collected,  shall  by  the  collectors 
of  the  said  precincts,  be  paid  to  the  said  trustees,  or  the  survivors  of 
them,  to  be  expended  in  repairing  and  finishing  the-  said  cour  house 
and  gaol. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  cmthority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  Account  to 
trustees,  and  every  of  them,  and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them,  Se^ 
shall  from  time  to  time,  render  just  and  true  accounts  upon  oath,  to  the 
justices  at  the  general  sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  said  county,  of  the 
expenditure  of  all  the  monies  they  shall  respectively  receive  in  pursu- 
ance ot  this  act,  until  the  same  shall  be  expended. 


CHAP.  48. 

AN  ACT  to  continue  and  revive  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for 
staying  execution  in  suits  against  public  officers  on  contracts, 
and  acts  by  them  made  and  done  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  this  State." 

Passed  the  29th  of  April,  1784. 

Whereas  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  staying  execution  in  suits  Preamble, 
against  public  officers  on  contracts,  and  acts  by  them  made  and  done  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  and  of  this  State,"  passed  the  twenty-first 
day  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  did  expire 
by  its  own  limitation  on  the  first  day  of  March  last;  And  whereas  it  is 
conceived  that  the  expediency  which  induced  the  passing  of  the  said  ■ 

act  still  exists. 

^e  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre-  Act  re- 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  ^'^®^- 
the  same,  That  the  said  act  entitled  "An  act  for  staying  execution  in 
suits  against  public  officers  on  contracts,  and  acts  by  them  made  and 
done  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  and  of  this  State,"  shall  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  revived  and  declared  to  be  and  continue  in  force  until 
the  first  day  of  February  next.     Provided  always,  that  nothing  in  this  ^viso  ae 
act  or  the  said  recited  act  contained,  shall  be  construed  deemed  or  tion  in 
taken   to  prevent  execution  being  levied  against  any  such  officer  or  J2{^*g|**" 
officers,  on  any  suit  instituted  or  to  be  instituted  by  any  commissioner  or  c.  s.  com- 
other  person  whomsoever  appointed  or  to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  ™  ^sioner. 
the  United  States,  or  of  this  State,  to  settle  and  adjust  the  account  of 
such  officer  or  officers. 
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CHAP.  49. 

AN  ACT  to  exempt  Richard  Morris,  his  heirs  executors  admin- 
istrators and  assigns,  from  paying  any  part  or  share  of  the  pro- 
duce of  a  mine  in  the  county  of  Westchester,  to  the  people  of 
this  State  as  sovereign  thereof  until  the  first  day  of  May  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1795. 

Passed  the  2gth  of  April,  1784. 

Preamble.       Whereas  it   is   represented  to  the  legislature  by  Richard    Morris 
Esquire,   that  he  conceives    he  has  discovered  a  mine  in  the  county 
of  Westchester,  which  may  be  so  charged  with  silver  as  to  be  subject  to 
the  payment  of  a  proportion  of  it,  to  the  people  of  this  State  as  sov- 
ereign thereof;  and  if  such  proportion  be  demanded  it  may  not,  only 
take  away  any  profit  which  may  arise^  but  should  there  not  be  a  profit 
equal  to  such  proportion  it  may  prove  ruinious  to  the  workers  of  it:  and 
the  said  Richard  Morris  hath  by  his  memorial  presented  to  the  legisla- 
ture,   prayed,    that   himself    his  *heirs,    executors,    administrators  and 
assigns  may  by  a  law  of  this  State  be  exempted  from  paying  any  part  or 
proportion  of  the  said  mine  to  the  people  of  this  State  as  sovereign 
thereof  until  the  first  day  of  May,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five. 
Released         Be  it  tlierefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre- 
ing™oyaIty  sentedin  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  autliority  of  the 
untH^day    "^^^^j  That  the  said  Richard  Morris,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators 
named.       and  assigns,  shall  be  and  hereby  are  exempted  acquited,  released  and 
discharged  from  paying  or  yielding  to  the  people  of  this  State  as  sov- 
ereign thereof,  or  to  any  commissioner,  agent,  collector  or  receiver  for 
their  use,  any  part,  share,  royalty,  proportion  or  dividend  whatsoever  of 
a  certain  mine  in  the  county  of  Westchester,  discovered  by  him  the  said 
Richard  Morris,  until  the  first  day  of  May  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand,  seven  hundred  and  ninety  five. 
Not  to  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  neither  the 

TftertiStS^  said  Richard  Morris  his  heirs  executors  administrators  or  assigns,  nor 
named        any  or  either  of  them  shall  presume  to  work  or  intermeddle  with  the 
permission  said  mine  after  the  day  last  mentioned  on  any  pretence  whatsoever  until 
latSe^*^**  he  or  they  shall  have  obtained  permission  from  the  legislature  of  this 
State  fixing  the  part  or  share  of  the  said  mine  to  be  paid  by  the  said 
Richard  Morris    his  heirs  executors  administrators  or  assigns  to  the 
State,  as  their  share,  proportion  or  part  as  sovereign  thereof. 

And  in  order  to  give  the  said  Richard  Morris  his  heirs,  executors, 

administrators  or  assigns  every  advantage  arising  from  the  discovery. 

Preference      Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  all  treaties  with 

to  party^^"  the  legislature  for  the   working   of  the  said  mine,  the  said  Richard 

named.       Morris  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  or  assigns,   shall  have  the 

offer  to  be  a  party  and  privy  thereto,  and  shall  on  every  oflfer  have  the 

preference,  it  being  the  will  and  design  of  the  legislature  that  no  person 

whatsoever   shall  work  the  said  mine  upon  such   terms,  as   the   said 

Richard  Morris,  his  heirs  executors  administrators  or  assigns  will  accept 

Proviso  as  Provided  always  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  10 

onsoifo!^  g^ve  the  said  Richard   Morris  his  heirs   executors   administrators   or 

oersoM      ^signs  any  preemption  or  right  to  dig  or  break  up  the  soil  or  grounds 

of  any  private  person,  or  which  may  be  the  property  of  the  i>eople  <rf 
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this  State,  without  having  previously  made  a  contract  and  obtained  per- 
mission for  that  purpose  as  well  from  the  owner  or  possessor  of  the 
improvements  of  such  lands  as  from  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  fee 
thereof. 


CHAP.  50. 

AN  ACT  to  exempt  Henry  Oothoudt  his  heirs  executors  admin- 
istrators and  assigns,  from  paying  or  being  accountable  to  the 
people  of  this  State  as  sovereign  thereof,  for  any  part  of  the 
issues  or  profits  of  the  mine  therein  described,  for  a  limited 
period. 

Passed  the  29th  of  April,  1784. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  the  legislature  by  Henry  Oothoudt  of  Preamble, 
the  district  of  Coxhacky  in  the  county  of  Albany  Esquire,  that  he  has 
discovered  a  mine  in  the  said  district,  which  there  is  reason  to  hope, 
may  on  proper  assays  and  experiments  prove  to  be  a  silver  mine, 
or  at  least  to  be  so  charged  with  that  metal  as  to  entitle  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State  as  sovereign  thereof  thereto ;  or  for  the  privi- 
lege of  working  the  same,  to  a  proportion  of  the  produce,  issues,  or 
profits  thereof.  That  should  the  petitioner  in  the  first  instance  be 
bound  or  exposed  to  account  to  the  people  for  a  proportion  of  such 
produce,  issues  or  profits,  it  might  happen  in  an  operation  so  hazardous, 
laborious  and  extensive,  that  the  remainder  might  not  equal  the  actual 
and  necessary  expense  of  pursuing  the  discovery,  and  bringing  it  to 
effect ;  by  which  means  the  petitioner  and  his  family  might  be  involved 
in  ruin,  wherefore  the  petitioner  hath  most  humbly  prayed  that  the 
legislature  would  be  favourably  pleased  by  law  to  permit  him  to  work 
the  said  mine,  without  hinderance  or  interruption  on  the  part  of  the 
people  of  this  State  as  sovereign  thereof,  and  to  exempt  him,  his  heirs, 
executors,  administrators  and  assigns  from  paying  or  accounting  for 
any  part,  share  or  proportion  of  the  produce,  issues,  or  profits  of  the 
said  mine,  to  or  for  the  use  of  the  people  of  this  State  as  sovereign 
thereof  until  after  the  first  day  of  May  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre-  Pennlg- 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  jJl'^Jrk^ 
same^  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to   and   for   the   said   Henry  mine. 
Oothoudt,  his  heirs  executors  administrators,  partners,  agents,  factors 
and  assigns,  at  his  and  their  own  and  sole  charge  and  expence  to  work 
the  said  mine  so  discovered  without  any  hinderanc^  or  interruption  by 
or  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  this  State  as  sovereign  thereof,  until  the 
first  day  of  May  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand, 
seven  hundred  and  ninety  five. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That   the    said  Beleased 
Henry  Oothoudt,  his  heirs,  executors  administrators,  partners,   agents,  fj^'Joyalty 
factors  or  assigns  shall   be,  and   he  and  they  hereby  are  exempted,  ^°^^*§® 
acquitted,  released  and  discharged,  from  rendering  or  paying  to  the  peo-  named, 
pie  of  this  State  as  sovereign  thereof  or  to  any  commissioner,  agent,  col- 
lector, or  receiver  for  their  use,  any  part,  share,  royalty,  proportion  or 
dividend  whatsoever  of  the  produce,  issues,  or  profits  of  the  said  mine 
so  discovered  by  the  said  Henry  Oothoudt  until  after  the  said  first  day 
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of  May  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
five. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  that  from  and 
after  the  said  first  day  of  May  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  neither  the  said  Henry  Oothoudt  his 
heirs,  executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  or  any  or  either  of  them  shall 
presume  to  work,  or  intermeddle  with  the  said  mine  on  any  pretence 
whatsoever,  until  he  or  they  shall  have  obtained  permission  from  the 
legislature  of  this  state,  fixing  the  part  or  share  of  the  said  mine  to  be 
paid  by  the  said  Henry  Oothoudt,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators 
or  assigns,  to  the  State,  as  their  share,  proportion  or  part  as  sovereign 
thereof. 

And  in  order  to  give  the  said  Henry  Oothout  his  heirs,  executors, 
administrators  and  assigns  every  advantage  arising  from  the  discover)* 
of  the  said  mine. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority ^  That  in  all  treaties  with  the 
legislature  'for  the  working  of  the  said  mine,  the  said  Henry  Oot- 
houdt, his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  or  assigns  shall  have  the  offer 
to  be  a  party  thereto,  and  shall  on  every  offer  have  the  preference,  it 
being  the  will  and  design  of  the  legislature  that  no  person  whatsoever 
shall  work  the  said  mine  upon  such  terms  as  the  said  Henry  Oothoudt, 
his  heirs,  executors  administrators  or  assigns  will  accept.  Provided 
always  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  give  the  said 
Henry  Oothoudt  his  heirs  executors  administrators  or  assigns  any  per- 
mission or  right  to  dig  or  break  up  the  soil  or  grounds  of  any  private 
person,  or  which  may  be  the  property  of  the  people  of  the  State  without 
previously  having  made  a  contract  and  obtained  permission  for  that 
purpose,  as  well  from  the  owner  or  possessor  of  the  improvements  of 
such  lands  as  from  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  fee  thereof. 


CHAP.  51. 


AN  ACT  for  granting  certain  privileges  to  the  college  heretofore 
called  Kings  College,  for  altering  the  name  and  charter  thereof, 
and  erecting  an  university  within  this  State. 

Passed  the  ist  of  May.  17S4. 

Preamble.  Whereas  by  letters  patent  under  the  great  seal  of  the  late  colony  of 
New  York,  bearing  date  the  thirty-first  day  of  October,  in  the  twenty 
eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  George  the  second  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
a  certain  body  politic  and  corporate,  was  created  by  the  name  of  the 
Governors  of  the  College  of  the  Province  of  New  York  in  the  city  of 
New  York  in  America,  with  divers  priviledges,  capacities  and  immuni- 
ties, as  in  and  by  the  said  patent  will  more  fully  appear. 

And  whereas  there  are  many  vacancies  in  the  said  corporation,  occa- 
sioned by  the  death  or  absence  of  a  great  number  of  the  governors  of 
the  said  college,  whereby  the  succession  is  so  greatly  broke  in  upon  as 
to  require  the  interposition  of  the  Legislature. 

And  whereas  the  remaining  governors  of  the  said  college,  desireous  to 
render  the  same  extensively  useful,  have  prayed,  that  the  said  college 
may  be  erected  into  an  university,  and  that  such  other  alterations  may 
be  made  in  the  charter  or  letters  of  incorporation  above  recited,  as  may 
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render  them  more  conformable  to  the  liberal  principles  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  thi^  State. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre- 
sented in  Senate  and  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  samCy   That  all   the  rights  priviledges  and  immunities  heretofore  Bight*, 
vested  in  the  corporation,  heretofore  known  by  the  name  of  the  Cover-  ^^^"iJted 
nors  of  the  College  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  in  the  city  of  New  in  regents 
York  in  America,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  capacity  of  holding,  or  dis-  t\ty?^^^^' 
posing  of  property  either  real  or  personal,  of  suing  or  being  sued,  of 
making  laws  or  ordinances  for  their  own  government,  or  that  of  their 
servants,  pupils  and  others,  under  their  care  and  subject  to  their  direc- 
tion, of  appointing,  displacing,  and  paying  stewards  and  other  inferior 
servants,  of  making,  holding  and  having  a  common  seal,  of  altering  and 
changing  the  same  at  pleasure,  be  and  they  hereby  are  vested  in  the 
regents  of  the  university  of  the  State  of  New  York,  who  are  hereby 
erected  into  a  corporation  or  body  corporate  and  politic,  and  enabled 
to  hold  possess  and  enjoy  the  above  mentioned  rights,  franchises  privi- 
ledges and  immunities,  together  with  such  others  as  are  contained  in 
this  act,  by  the  name  and  stile  of  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  of  whom  the  Governor,  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  ex  officio 
the  President  of  the  Senate  for  the  time  being,  the  Speaker  of  the  Assem-  *^«°^- 
bly,  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  the  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Albany,  the  Attorney  General  and  the  Secretary  of  the  State  respect- 
ively for  the  time  being,  be  and  they  hereby  are  severally  constituted 
perpetual  regents,  in  virtue  of  their  several  and  respective  offices,  places 
and  stations,  and  together  with  other  persons  herein  after  named  to  the 
number  of  twenty  four,  to  wit,  Henry  Brockholst  Livingston  and  Robert  Regents. 
Harpur  of  the  city  of  New  York,  Walter  Livingston  and  Christopher 
Yates  of  the  county  of  Albany,  Anthony  Hoffman  and  Cornelius  Hum- 
frey  of  the  county  of  Dutchess,  Lewis  Morris  and  Philip  Pell  Junior  of 
the  county  of  Westchester,  Henry  Wisner  and  John  Haring  of  the 
county  of  Orange,  Christopher  Tappen  and  James  Clinton  of  the  county 
of  Ulster,  Christopher  P.  Yates  and  James  Livingston  of  the  county  of 
Montgomery,  Abraham  Bancker  and  John  C.  Dongan  of  the  county  of 
Richmond,  Mathew  Clarkson  and  Rutger  Van  Brunt  of  the  county  of 
Kings,  James  Townsend  and  Thomas  Lawrence  of  the  county  of  Queens, 
Ezra  L'Hommedieu  and  Caleb  Smith  of  the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  John 
Williams  and  John  McCrea  of  the  county  of  Washington,  be  ^nd  they 
hereby  are  appointed  regents  of  the  said  University,  and  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  clergy  of  the  respective  religious  denom-  ciergymay 
inations  in  this  State,  to  meet  at  such  time  and  place,  as  they  shall  deem  ^^oint  a 
proper  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  and  being  so  met  shall  by  a  majority  regent, 
of  voices  of  those  who  shall  so  meet,  chuse  and  appoint  one  of  their 
body  to  be  a  regent  in  the  said  university  and  in  case  of  death  or  resig- 
nation to  chose  and  appoint  another  in  the  same  manner  and  the  regent 
so  chosen  and  appointed  shall  have  the  like  powers  as  any  other  regent 
appointed  or  to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act.     And  to  the  end  that 
a  succession  of  regents  be  perpetually  kept  up. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  whenever  and  so  Vacancies, 
often  as  one  or  more  of  the  regents  of  the  said  university,  not  being  ^^^^  *^® 
such  in  virtue  of  his  or  their  office,  place  or  station,  shall  remove  His  or 
their  place  of  residence  from  within  this  State,  shall  resign  or  die,  that 
the  place  or  places  of  such  regent  or  regents,  so  removing,  resigning  or 
dying  shall  be  filled  up  by  the  governor  or  person  administring  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  State  for  the  time  being,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  council  of  appointment,  so  that  such  appointments  be  of 
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persons  resident  in  the  counties  respectively  wherein  in  the  former 
regents  did  reside,  other  than  where  such  vacancy  may  happen  of  a 
regent  appointed  by  the  clergy  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  as  soon  as 
may  be  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  regents  of  the  said  university, 
shall  by  plurality  of  voices,  chuse  a  chancellor  a  vice  chancellor  a 
treasurer  and  a  secretary,  from  among  the  said  regents,  the  said  chan- 
cellor or  in  his  absence  the  vice  chancellor  to  preside  at  all  elections 
and  other  meetings  to  be  held  by  the  said  regents,  and  to  have  the  cast- 
ing vote  upon  every  division.  And  for  the  well  ordering  and  directing 
of  the  said  corporation. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  regents  of  the 
said  university,  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  be  and  hereby  are  vested  with 
full  power  and  authority  to  ordain  and  make  ordinances  and  bye  laws 
for  the  government  of  the  several  colleges,  which  may  or  shall  compose 
the  said  university,  and  the  several  presidents,  professors,  tutors,  fel- 
lows, pupils  and  servants  thereof  and  for  the  management  of  such  estate 
as  they  may  and  shall  be  invested  with  ;  that  they  shall  have  full  power 
and  authority  to  determine  the  salaries  of  the  officers  and  servants  of 
the  said  college  to  remove  from  office  any  such  president  professor 
tutor  fellow  or  servant,  as  they  conceive,  after  a  full  hearing  to  have 
abused  their  trust,  or  to  be  incompetent  thereto,  provided  nevertheless, 
that  no  fine  to  be  levied  by  virtue  of  the  said  laws  or  ordinances,  shall 
exceed  the  value  of  one  bushel  of  wheat  for  any  one  offence,  and  that 
no  pupil  or  student  shall  be  suspended  for  a  longer  term  than  twent)' 
days,  or  be  rusticated  or  expelled,  but  upon  a  fair  and  full  hearing  of 
parties,  by  the  chancellor  or  vice  chancellor  of  the  said  university,  and 
at  least  ten  of  the  regents  not  being  president  or  professors  of  the  col- 
lege to  which  the  person  accused  belongs,  or  under  whose  immediate 
direction  the  same  may  be,  and  the  said  regents  are  hereby  further  im- 
powered  and  directed  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  elect  a  president  and  pro- 
fessors for  the  college  heretofore  called  Kings  College,  which  president 
shall  continue  in  place  during  the  pleasure  of  the  regents  of  the  univer- 
sity. And  that  from  and  after  the  first  election,  the  said  president  and 
all  future  presidents  shall  be  elected,  from  out  of  the  professors  of  the 
several  colleges,  that  may  or  shall  compose  the  said  university,  and  that 
no  professor  shall  be  in  anywise  whatsoever  accounted  inelligible,  for 
or  by  reason  of  any  religious  tenet  or  tenets,  that  he  may  or  shall  pro- 
fess, or  be  compelled  by  any  bye  law  or  otherwise,  to  take  any  religious 
test-oath  whatsoever.  And  to  the  end  that  the  intention  of  the  donors 
and  benefactors  of  the  said  beforementioned  college  be  not  defeated. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  the  estate 
whether  real  or  personal,  which  the  said  governor  of  the  corporation  of 
Kings  College  held  by  virtue  of  .the  said  beforementioned  charter,  be 
held  and  possessed  by  the  said  regents  and  applied  solely  to  the  use 
of  the  said  college  and  that  the  said  regents  may  and  there  hereby  are 
empowered  to  receive  and  hold  for  the  use  of  the  said  college,  an  estate 
of  the  annual  value  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  pounds,  in  manner 
specified  in  the  said  first  above  recited  charter  or  letters  patent  of  incor- 
poration. And  for  the  further  promotion  of  learning  and  the  extension 
of  literature. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said 
regents  may  hold,  and  possess  estates,  real  and  personal  to  the  annual 
amount  of  forty  thousand  bushels  of  wheat,  over  and  above  all  profits 
arising  from  room  rent  or  tuition  money,  and  that  whenever  any  lands 
tenements  or  hereditaments,  or  other  estate  real  or  personal,  shall  be 
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given,  granted  or  conveyed  to  the  regents  of  the  university  of  the  State 
without  expressing  any  designation  thereof,  such  estate  shall  be  applied 
in  such  manner  as  to  the  saidVegents  shall  seem  most  advantageous  to 
the  said  university  —  provided  dways,  that  whenever  any  gift,  grant, 
bequest,  devise  or  conveyance  shall  express  the  particular  use  to  which 
the  same  is  to  be  applied,  if  adequate  thereto,  it  shall  be  so  applied  and 
no  otherwise. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  Power  to 
regents  be  and  they  hereby  are  impowered,  to  found  schools  and  col-  Jjhoois, 
leges  in  any  such  part  of  this  State  as  may  seem  expedient  to  them,  «tc. 
and  to  endow  the  same,  vesting  such  colleges  so  endowtd  with  full  and 
ample  powers  to  confer  the  degrees  of  batchelor  of  arts,  and  directing 
the  manner  in  which  such  colleges  are  to  be  governed,  always  reserving 
to  the  chancellor  and  vice  chancellor  of  the  university,  and  a  certain 
number  of  the  regents,  to  be  appointed  by  a  majority  of  the  said  regents, 
a  right  to  visit  and  examine  into  the  state  of  literature  in  such  college, 
and  to  report  to  the  regents  at  large  any  deficiency  in  the  laws  of  such 
college  or  neglect  in  the  execution  thereof,  every  such  school  or  college 
being  at  all  times  to  be  deemed  a  part  of  the  university,  and  as  such, 
subject  to  th*e  controul  and  direction  of  the  said  regents  ;  and  if  it  should 
so  happen,  that  any  person  or  persons,  or  any  body  politic  or  corporate, 
should  at  his  or  their  expence  found  any  college  or  school,  and  endow 
the  same  with  an  estate,  real  or  personal  of  the  yearly  value  of  one 
thousand  .bushels  of  wheat,  that  such  school  or  college  shall  on  the  appli- 
cation of  the  founder  or  founders  or  their  heirs  or  successosr,  be  con- 
sidered as  composing  a  part  of  the  said  university,  and  the  estate  there- 
unto annexed  shall  be  and  hereby  is  vested  in  the  said  regents,  of  the 
university,  to  be  applied  according  to  the  intention  of  the  donor,  and 
that  the  said  founder  and  founders,  and  their  heirs,  or  if  a  body  corpor- 
ate, their  successors  shall  be  and  hereby  are  forever  hereafter  entitled  to 
send  a  representative  for  such  college  or  school,  who  together  with  the 
president  (if  the  estate  is  applied  to  the  use  of  a  college)  shall  be  and 
they  hereby  are  at  all  times  hereafter  to  be  considered  as  regents  of  the 
said  university,  and  vested  with  the  like  powers  and  authorities  in  all 
things,  as  in  and  by  this  act  is  given  to  the  other  regents  of  the  said 
university  and  the  said  college  or  school,  shall  in  all  things,  not  particu- 
larly restricted  by  the  donor,  conform  to  the  general  laws  and  regulations 
of  the  said  university,  provided  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall 
be  construed  to  deprive  any  person  or  persons  of  the  right  to  erect  such 
schools  or  colleges  as  to  him  or  them  may  deem  proper,  independent  of 
the  said  university. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  whenever  Beligicus 
any  religious  body  or  society  of  men  shall  deem  it  proper  to  institute  a  ^^^J*^ 
professorship  in  the  said  university  for  the  promotion  of  their  particular  institute  a 
religious  tenets,  or  for  any  other  purpose  not  inconsistant  with  religion,  SJfpfeu!!^ 
morality  and  the  laws  of  this  State,  and  shall  appropriate  a  fund  for  that 
purpose,  not  being  less  than  two  hundred  bushel  of  wheat  per  annum, 
that  the  regents  of  the  said  university  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  applied 
as  the  donors  shall  direct,  for  the  purposes  abovementioned,  the  said 
professors  so  to  be  appointed  to  be  subject  to  the  like  rules,  laws  and 
ordinances,  as  other  the  professors  of  the  said  university,  and  entitled 
to  the  like  immunities  and  priviledges. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.    That  the  said  Power  to 
regents  and  their  successors  forever,  shall  and  may  have  full  power  and  gSSi^®' 
authority  by  the  chancellor  or  vice  chancellor  of  the  said  university,  or 
any  other  person  or  persons  by  them  authorized  or  appointed,  to  give 
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and  grant  to  any  of  the  students  of  tne  said  university,  or  to  any  person 
or  persons  thought  worthy  thereof  all  such  degrees  as  well  in  divinity, 
philosophy,*  civil  and  municipal  laws,  as  in  every  other  art,  science  and 
faculty  whatsoever  as  are  or  may  be  conferred  by  all  or  any  of  the 
universities  in  Europe,  and  that  the  chancellor  or  in  his  absence  the 
vice  chancellor  of  the  said  university  for  the  time  being,  do  sign  and 
seal  with  the  seal  of  the  said  corporation  diplomas  or  certificates  of  such 
degrees  having  been  given,  other  than  the  degree  of  batchelor  of  ans, 
which  shall  and  may  be  granted  by  the  president  of  the  college  in  which 
the  person  taking  the  same  shall  have  been  graduated,  and  the  diploma's 
shall  be  signed*by  the  said  president.  That  the  persons  to  be  elected 
fellows  professors  •  or  tutors  as  aforesaid,  be  also  regents  of  the  said 
university,  ex  officiis  and  capable  of  voting  in  every  case  relative  only 
to  the  respective  colleges  to  which  they  shall  belong,  excepting  in  such 
cases  wherein  they  shall  respectively  be  personally  concerned  or  inter- 
ested. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  college 
within  the  city  of  New  York  heretofore  called  Kings  College,  be  forever 
here  after  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  Columbia  College. 
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AN  ACT  for  the  better  laying  out  regulating  and  keeping  in 
repair  all  common  and  public  highways  and  private  roads  in 
the  counties  of  Ulster,  Orange,  Dutchess,  Washington,  West- 
chester, Albany  and  Montgomery. 

Passed  the  4th  of  May,  1784. 

Whereas  the  keeping  in  good  repair  public  roads  and  highways, 
contributes  greatly  to  the  case  and  advantage  of  the  inhabitants  of  a 
country. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre- 
sented in  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  freeholders 
and  inhabitants  of  the  towns  within  the  counties  of  Ulster,  Orange, 
Dutchess,  Washington,  Westchester,  Albany  and  Montgomery  shall  be, 
and  hereby  are  authorized  at  their  annual  town  meetings  for  electing 
town  officers,  to  choose  and  elect  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  five 
freeholders,  as  shall  be  determined  by  plurality  of  voices  of  the  inhabi- 
tants at  each  annual  town  meeting,  in  each  respective  town,  to  be  com- 
missioners to  lay  out  and  regulate  the  highways  in  the  town  for  which 
they  shall  be  so  respectively  chosen ;  and  also  as  many  overseers  of  the 
highways  in  each  town  as  there  shall  be  road  districts  in  the  said  town, 
who  are  to  oversee  repair  and  keep  in  order  the  several  highways 
within  the  several  districts  for  which  they  shall  be  elected  and  chosen 
overseers  as  aforesaid;  and  the  persons  so  to  be  chosen  commissioners 
or  overseers  are  hereby  required  to  execute  the  said  offices  respectively. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  commis- 
sioners or  the  major  part  of  them,  in  the  respective  towns  for  which 
they  shall  be  chosen  commissioners,  are  hereby  empowered  and  author- 
ized to  regulate  the  roads  already  laid  out,  and  if  any  of  them  shall  ap- 
pear inconvenient,  and  an  alteration  necessary,  and  the  same  be  certi- 
fied upon  oath  by  twelve  reputable  freeholders  of  such  of  the  said 
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counties  wherein  the  alteration  may  be  required  to  alter  the  same  in 
such  manner  as  a  majority  of  commissioners  in  such  town  shall  judge 
meet  and  convenient ;  and  also  to  lay  out  such  other  public  highways 
and  roads,  as  they  or  the  major  part  of  them  shall  judge  necessary,  as 
well  for  the  convenience  of  travellers,  as  for  the  inhabitants  of  such 
town.     Provided  nevertheless  that  where  any  roads  shall  be  laid  out  Proviso  as 
through  inclosed  or  improved  lands,  the  owner  or  owners  shall  be  paid  ment^to 
the  value  of  the  land  so  to  be  laid  out  into  an  highway  or  road,  with  ownere  of 
such  damage  as  he,  she  or  they  may  sustain  by  reason  thereof,  in  man-  improved 
ner  following  viz.     The  value  of  the  said  lands  and  the  amount  of  the  Jf^J^JLg 
damages  the  owner  or  owners  thereof  may  sustain  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  how  asoeV- 
determined,  and  the  value  set  and  appraised  by  two  justices  of  the  ^'*«^***'' 
peace  and  by  the  oaths  of  twelve  reputable  freeholders  not  having  an 
interest  in  the  said  land  so  to  be  laid  out  into  an  highway  or  road ;  and 
the  said  freeholders  shall  be  sunmioned  by  any  constable  of  the  town  in 
which  such  road  or  highway  shall  be  laid  out  as  aforesaid,  by  virtue  of 
a  warrant  to  be  issued  by  the  said  two  justices  of  the  peace  for  that 
purpose.     And  if  any  road  within  any  town  so  laid  out  to  be  a  common 
public  highway,  and  the  same  be  laid  out  at  the  request  of  twelve  repu- 
table freeholders  of  such  county,  then  the  whole  vdue  of  the  said  lands 
and  damages  together  with  the  charges  of  the  commissioners  and  of 
summoning  the  jury  and  the  whole  proceedings  thereon  had,  shall  be 
paid  as  the  other  contingent  charges  of  said  counties  are  paid,  but  if  the 
road  so  to  be  laid  out  shall  be  a  private  road,  and  for  the  particular 
convenience  of  one  or  more  towns  or  neighbourhoods  then  such  towns 
or  neighbourhoods  requiring  the  same  shall  pay  and  defray  the  whole  of 
such  value  damages  and  charges,  and  when  any  such  highway  or  road 
shall  be  so  laid  out  and  appraised,  it  shall  be  lawfuU  for  any  justice  of 
the  peace  of  the  county  or  any  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  town  in 
which  such  road  is  laid  out,  to  order  the  overseers  of  the  road  district 
next  unto  such  road  to  open  and  work  on  the  same,  provided  always 
that  no  road  or  highway  shall  be  laid  through  any  orchard  or  garden 
without  the  consent  of  the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  any  thing  herein 
contained  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  Penal^ 
or  persons  within  any  of  the  said  towns  do  or  hereafter  shall  alter  or  Jt^otTiiff 
obstruct  any  highway  or  road,  such  person  so  offending  shall  for  every  highway, 
such  offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  two  pounds,  to  be  recovered  before  any 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  where  the  offence  shall  happen,  upon    " 
the  oath  of  any  one  or  more  credible  witness  or  witnesses,  and  levied  by 
distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chatties  of  the  offender,  by  warrant 
from  such  justice,  to  be  directed  to  any  constable  of  the  town  where 
such  offender  shall  reside ;  and  the  said  constable  is  hereby  required  to 
pay  such  penalty  into  the  hands  of  the  commissioners  of  the  highways 
for  the  town  wherein  the  offence  was  committed,  to  be  by  the  commis- 
sioners thereof  applied  for  and  towards  repairing  the  public  roads  and 
bridges  within  the  town  where  such  forfeiture  shdl  arise. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  public  width, 
roads  to  be  altered  or  laid  out  by  the  commissioners  shall  be  of  the 
breadth  of  not  more  than  four  rods,  nor  less  than  two  rods.  And  in 
order  that  the  burthen  of  keeping  the  highways  in  the  said  counties  in 
repair  and  making  other  highways  for  the  ease  benefit  and  convenience 
of  the  inhabitants  thereof  may  be  borne  as  equally  as  the  nature  of  the 
case  will  admit  of 

3e  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  commission-  KeepipcrSn 
ers  for  each  town  shall  be  and  are  hereby  required  to  meet  within  ten  "P"""' 
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da)rs  after  they  shall  be  so  chosen,  at  the  place  of  town  meeting,  on  such 
day  as  they  shall  agree  upon,  and  as  often  thereafter  as  need  shall  be, 
and  at  such  time  and  place  ^s  they  shall  think  meet;  that  the  overseers 
of  the  road  districts  respectively  shall  deliver  a  list  subscribed  by  such 
overseer  to  the  clerk  of  the  town  in  which  such  overseers  shall  respect- 
ively be  elected,  within  eight  days  next  after  the  day  of  election,  which 
list  shall  contain  the  names  of  all  the  inhabitants  in  such  road  district 
who  are  in  and  by  this  act  made  liable  to  work  on  the  highways;  that 
the  said  clerk  shall  deliver  such  lists  to  the  commissioners  of  the  town, 
who,  or  a  majority  of  such  commissioners  shall,  at  their  next  meeting, 
or  as  soon  as  may  be  thereafter  affix  to  the  names  of  each  respective 
person  mentioned  in  such  lists  respectively,  the  number  of  days  which 
such  persons  shall  respectively  be  liable  to  work  in  the  then  ensuing 
year,  to  be  determined  by  the  commissioners  in  proportion  to  the  estate 
and  ability  of  each  respective  person  ;  and  the  commissioners  shall  there- 
upon after  causing  the  clerk  of  the  town  to  make  a  copy  of  such  list,  and 
after  the  said  commissioners  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  have  subscribed 
the  copies  of  such  lists,  cause  the  same  respectively  to  be  delivered  to 
the  overseers  of  the  town  having  returned  the  same,  in  the  manner  here- 
inbefore mentioned,  or  his  successor  in  office ;  provided  always,  that 
if  the  name  of  any  person  should  be  left  out  of  such  lists,  or  the  road 
increase  by  the  accession  of  new  inhabitants,  such  persons  whose  names 
are  omitted,  or  shall  remain  in  the  town,  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
added  to  the  said  list,  and  the  persons  be  rated  by  the  said  commis- 
sioners to  work  on  the  highways.  Provided  also,  that  it  shall  not  be 
in  the  power  of  the  commissioners  to  rate  any  one  person  rateable  by 
this  act,  at  more  than  twenty  days  annually.  And  in  order  the  more 
clearly  to  ascertain  what  persons  shall  be  compellable  to  work  on  the 
highways  in  each  district. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  every  freeholder,  house- 
keeper and  other  person  exercising  any  trade  business  or  labour  for 
themselves,  and  on  their  own  account,  or  receiving  wages  for  such 
labour  within  the  said  counties,  shall  be  liable  to  work  on  the  public 
roads  and  highways. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  the  in- 
habitants of  the  respective  towns  who  shall  be  rated  to  work  on  the 
highways,  shall,  as  often  as  they  or  any  of  them  shall  receive  notice 
from  the  overseers  of  the  highways  for  the  time  being,  to  work  on  the 
highways,  punctually  attend  the  said  service  either  by  themselves  or  by 
an  able  sufficient  man  in  their  stead  respectively,  with  proper  tools,  and 
faithfully  work  all  the  number  of  days  at  which  they  are  rated  if  re- 
quired, at  such  place  or  places  as  the  overseer  shall  direct.  And  in 
case  any  person  or  persons  duly  warned  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to 
appear,  or  being  come  to  work  on  the  highways  shall  remain  idle  or 
not  work  faithfully,  or  hinder  or  deter  any  other  from  doing  his  duty, 
such  offender  shall,  for  each  and  every  such  offence  forfeit  the  suni 
of  twenty  shillings  to  be  adjudged  by  the  overseer  of  the  highways 
in  the  district  where  the  offence  shall  happen,  and  to  be  levied  by  dis- 
tress and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chatties  of  the  offender,  by  warrant 
under  the  hand  and  seal  of  such  overseer,  and  to  be  directed  to  any 
constable  within  the  town,  where  the  offender  shall  reside  ;  and  the  said 
forfeitures  to  be  paid  to  the  said  overseer  and  to  be  by  him  well  and 
faithfully  laid  out  within  his  district,  for  and  towards  repairing  the  pub- 
lic roads  and  bridges  within  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  the  over- 
seers of  the  highways  and  roads  shall  think  fit  and  have  occasion  for 
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any  team  cart  waggon  or  plough  and  a  tnan  to  manage  the  same,  the 
said  team  cart  waggon  or  plough  and  man  to  manage  the  same,  shall 
be  esteemed  to  be  for  in  lieu  and  instead  of  three  days  work  of  one 
man,  and  the  fine  to  be  proportionable,  that  is  to  say  treble  to  the  fine  Fine, 
to  be  imposed  for  the  neglect  of  one  person  ;  and  every  working  man 
shall  be  obliged  to  bring  one  spade,  hoe,  ax?,  crowbar,  pickaxe  or  other 
working  tool,  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  overseers  of  the  highway,  in 
the  respective  road  districts. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  trees  Trees  in 
standing  or  lying  on,  or  in  any  land  through  which  any  common  public  SwnerSlp 
highway  or  road  is  or  shall  be  laid  out,  shall  be  for  the  proper  use  of  ^^^  o^c- 
the  owner  or  owners  of  such  land;   so  as  the  overseer  or  overseers  of  the 
highways  shall  be  authorized  to  take  and  use  so  much  timber  standing 
or  lying  on  such  road,  as  may  be  necessary  to  repair  the  highway  or 
bridges  leading  through  such  land. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  tree  EemoTal 
shall  fall  out  of  any  inclosed  land  into  or  across  any  of  the  public  fiiSSSinto 
highways,  that  the  owner  of  such  inclosure  shall  within  twelve  hours  highway, 
after  the  same  be  so  fallen,  remove  the  same,  or  be  liable  to  a  fine  of 
twenty  shillings  for  every  day  such  owner  shall  neglect  to  remove  the 
same,  after  notice  given  by  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  to  be 
recovered  and  applied  in  the  manner  as  other  fines  and  forfeitures  are 
before  directed  to  be  recovered  and  applied  by  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in  case  it  Y^V^  ^ 
should  not  be  necessary  in  any  one  or  more  of  the  said  road  districts  pro  rata, 
to  have  all  the  days  wrought  by  the  inhabitants  that  this  act  requires, 
that  then  the  commissioners  shall  direct  the  overseers  to  let  the  several 
persons  work  in  their  just  proportion  to  the  day  such  persons  are  re- 
spectively rated  at,  and  no  more,  or  to  pay  an  equivalent  at  the  rate  of 
four  shillings  per  day. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  com-  Record  of 
missioners  of  the  respective  towns,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall,  J^l^ 
from  time  to  time,  during  the  continuance  of  this  act,  enter  in  writing 
all  the  highways  so  by  them  laid  out  or  altered,  and  the  highways  so  laid 
out  and  altered,  they  shall  cause  to  be  entered  of  record  with  the  clerks 
of  the  respective  towns. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  upon  appli-  Private 
cation  to  the  commissioners  of  any  town  for  a  private  road,  the  com-  SeedJagsto 
missioners  for  the  said  town  wher?  such  private  road  is  desired  to  be  **y  <*"*• 
laid  out,  shall  view  the  same,  and  i(  they  are  of  opinion  that  such  road 
is  absolutely  necessary,  and  twelve  reputable  freeholders  under  oath 
shall  be  of  the  same  opinion,  the  said  commissioners  are  hereby  impow- 
ered  to  lay  out  such  road,  observing  the  same  steps  in  ascertaining  what 
shall  be  paid  for  the  said  land,  as  before  directed  to  be  taken,  in  laying 
out  public  roads  ;  and  the  value  of  the  land  over  which  such  road  shall 
be  laid,  and  all  the  expences  and  charges  attending  the  laying  out  and 
valuing  the  same,  shall  be  paid  by  the  person  or  persons  applying  for 
the  same ;  and  the  said  road  when  laid  out,  shall  be  for  the  only  use  of 
the  person  or  persons  who  shall  pay  for  the  same,  his  and  their  heirs 
and  assigns,  but  not  to  be  converted  to  any  other  use  or  purpose  than 
that  of  a  road.  Provided  always,  that  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  land 
thro'  which  such  private  road  may  be  laid,  shall  not  be  prevented  from 
making  use  of  such  road,  if  he  shall  signify  his  intention  of  making  use 
of  the  same  at  the  time  when  the  jury  are  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the 
land,  and  the  damages  by  means  of  laying  out  such  road. 
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Gates  on  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and 
g  ways,  j^^y  -^^  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  hang  good  easy  swinging 
gates  in  the  said  counties  on  such  highway,  roads  and  private  ways,  as 
the  commissioners  or  the  major  part  of  them  shall  deem  proper,  such 
person  or  persons  keeping  the  same  in  good  and  sufficient  repair,  ai 
their  own  costs  and  charges, 
staking  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in  case  any 

e^.I^pro^  person  or  persons  shall  stake  or  shore  open  any  gate  or  gates  that  shall 
hibited.      be  allowed  in  the  said  counties  by  the  commissioners,  or  wilfully  and 
unnecessarily  ride  over  or  thro'  any  lands,   meadow   grounds  or  corn- 
fields, to  the  damage  of  the  owners  thereof,  such  person  or  persons  shall, 
for  every  such  offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  ten  shillings,  to  be  adjudged 
by  any  of  the  commissioners  for  the  town  where  such  office  shall  be 
committed,  and  be  levied  by,  and  applied  in  like  manner  as'  the  forfeit- 
ures mentioned  in  the  third  clause  in  this  act.     Provided,  that  such 
penalty  shall  not  be  deemed  a  satisfaction  for  such  damage,  but  the 
owner  or  owners  of  such  meadow  grounds,  or  cornfields,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  a  right  of  action  for  the  recovery  of  damages,  the  payment  of 
such  penalty  notwithstanding. 
Hours oon-      And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  everj'  per- 
day^s^work  son  compellable  to  work  on  the  highways  in  either  of  the  said  counties, 
shall  actually  work  for  each  day  he  is  obliged  to  work  six  hours,  and 
shall  be  liable  to  pay  a  fine  of  one  shilling  for  every  hour  such  person 
shall  be  in  default,  to  be  recovered  and  applied  in  like  manner  as  the 
forfeitures  mentioned  in  the  eighth  clause  of  this  act. 
Oommuta-      And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  autJiority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and 
***^"-  may  be  lawful  for  any  person  compellable  to  work  on  the  public  roads 

or  highways  as  aforesaid,  to  commute  for  and  pay  money  at  the  rate  of 
four  shillings  per  day,  instead  of  working,  which  money  shall  be  paid  to 
the  overseer  of  the  highways  of  the  district,  in  which  the  person  or  per- 
sons paying  the  same  do  reside,  to  be  by  the  said  overseer  applied  and 
expended  in  the  improvements  of  the  said  roads  and  highways  in  such 
road  district,  and  towards  purchasing  materials  and  other  necessaries 
for,  and  in  erecting  and  building  the  most  public  and  useful  bridges  in 
same  district. 
Road  dis-        ArJ.  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  commis- 
tricts.         sioners  for  the  time  being,  of  the  respective  towns,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  shall,  if  needful,  at  least  ten  days  before  their  next  annual  to«m 
meeting,  and  so  annually  if  they  shall  judge  the  same  necessar}%  by 
writing  under  their  hands,  to  be  lodged  with  the  town  clerk,  and  by  him 
to  be  entered  in  the  town  book,  divide  their  respective  towns  into  as 
many  road  districts  as  they  shall  judge  most  convenient,  and  for  each 
of  which  districts  there  shall  annually  be  elected  and  chosen  by  the 
freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  such 'towns  in  the  said  counties  respect- 
ively, an  overseer  of  the  highways. 
Penalty  for      And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  every  over- 
refus^g     seer  of  the  highways  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  do  and  perform  any 
to  perform  of  the  duties  and  services  required  of  him  by  this  act,  shall  forfeit  and 
hi"  office,    pay  the  sum  of  five  pounds  for  every  such  neglect  or  refusal,  to  be  ad- 
judged and  levied  and  applied  in  like  manner  as  the  forfeiture  men- 
Vaoancies,  tioned  in  the  third  clause  of  this  act.     And  if  any  vacancy  of  overseers 
Su^^  **®   shall  happen  by  death  or  otherwise,  in  any  such  case  the  commissioners 
of  such  towns  respectively,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  and  hereby 
are  impowered  to  appoint  some  other  fit  person  in  such  district,  as  over- 
seer or  overseers;  and  the  overseer  or  overseers  so  appointed,  shall  have 
the  same  powers,  and  be  subject  to  the  same  fines,  forfeitures  and  penal- 
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ties,  as  overseers  chosen  by  virtue  of  this  act,  have  or  are  liable  and 
subject  to,  until  the  next  annual  day  of  election. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  any  of  the  Overseer 
justices  of  the  peace  for  either  of  the  said  counties,  or  any  of  the  com-  JSd^Se?to 
missioners  for  the  time  being,  may  at  any  time  or  times,  order  any  over-  work  per- 
seer  to  work  upon  and  repair  any  road  or  higliway,  that  such  justice  or  SSstric"  as" 
commissioner  shall  think  necessary,  within  the  district  of  such  over-  b?*j{JJt|Q^ 
seers ;  and  such  overseer  shall  within  five  days  thereafter,  warn  and  set  orcommis- 
to  work,  the  persons  of  his  district  who  are  obliged  to  work  on  high-  "*^°®' 
ways,  upon  that  part  of  the  road  and  highway  which  he  shall  be  so 
ordered  to  work  upon  and  repair^  and  upon  any  neglect  or  refusal  of 
such  overseer  or  overseers,  to  warn  and  set  to  work  the  persons  in  and 
by  this  act  required,  such  overseer  or  overseers  respectively  shall  for 
every  such  offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  two  pounds,  to  be  recovered  and 
applied  in  like  manner  as  is  directed  by  the  third  clause  of  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  over-  Account 
seers  of  each  district  shall  keep  a  just  and  true  account  in  writing,  be  k^t  ^ 
wherein  he  shall  distinctly  set  down  or  mention  all  such  persons  as  have  ^i^"^" 
commuted  for  and  paid  in  lieu  of  working  as  aforesaid,  and  such  as  commis- 
have  been  fined,  and  the  sums  in  which  they  were  so  respectively  fined,  "*^°®''- 
and  also  those  who  shall  have  actually  worked  on  the  public  roads  or 
highways,  with  the  number  of  days  they  have  so  worked ;  which  said 
account  together  with  the  said  list,  the  said  overseer  shall  on  or  before 
the  determmation  of  his  office,  deliver  to  one  of  the  commissioners  of 
the  town  of  which  he  doth  belong:  which  account  so  delivered  the  said 
commissioner  shall  file  with  the  town  clerk,  and  the  said  overseer  shall 
pay  the  ballance  mentioned  in  the  said  account,  (if  any)  to  his  successor 
in  office,  to  be  expended  in  the  course  of  the  next  year ;  and  if  any  of  the 
said  overseers  shall  refuse  to  pay  such  ballance,  the  succeeding  over-  Balance  to 
seer  shall  and  may  sue  for  the  same,  in  like  manner  as  he  might  have  bSoc^<JJ! 
done  if  such  ballance  had  been  due  to  him  in  his  own  right.     And 
whereas  the  monies  that  may  arise  by  fines,  and  from  persons  commut- 
ing for  and  paying  money  in  time  of  working,  may  not  be  sufficient  for 
purchasing  materials  and  other  necessaries  for  erecting  and  building 
bridges  and  in  making  such  other  improvements  on  the  public  roads  as 
are  absolutely  necessary,  and  cannot  be  accomplished  in  the  ordinary 
way  of  working  thereon. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  the  major  Proceed- 
part  of  the  commissioners  of  any  town  in  either  of  the  said  counties  iSf^^ur 
shall  judge  it  necessary  to  raise  a  further  annual  sum  for  the  purpose  J^J^^Sfr 
aforesaid,  they  shall  in  that  case  meet  together  annually  and  agree  upon  of  roads, 
the  sum  necessary  to  be  raised  for  that  year,  and  shall  deliver  a  certifi- 
cate of  such  sum  so  agreed  upon  in  writing  subscribed  with  their  names 
to  the  supervisor  of  such  town,  which  supervisor  shall  lay  the  same 
before  the  supervisors  of  the  county  at  their  next  annual  meeting  for 
raising  the  contingent  charges  of  the  said  county,  who  shall  and  they 
are  hereby  required  to  order  the  raising  and  collecting  of  that  sum  of 
and  from  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  such   town,  in  the  same 
manner  and  after  the  same  rate  that  the  contingent   charges  of  the 
county  are  raised;  which  sum  as  soon  as  the  collector  shall  have  col- 
lected the  same,  such  collector  shall  and  is  hereby  required  to  pay  into 
the  hands  of  the  clerk  of  the  town  in  which  it  was  levied,  to  be  paid  to 
the  overseer  or  overseers  of  the  public  roads  or  highways  for  the  said 
town,  on  an  order  or  orders  under  the  hands  of  the  major  part  of  the 
commissioners  being  produced  and  delivered  to  him  for  that  purpose. 
Provided  always,  that  the  annual  sum  so  agreed  ufxin  to  be  raised,  shall 
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not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  for  any  town,  which  sum  or 
sums  shall  be  laid  out  and  expended  in  the  said  town  in  the  same  man- 
ner and  for  the  like  purpose  that  fines  are  directed  to  be  applied  by- 
virtue  of  this  act.  And  provided  also,  that  nothing  in  this  clause  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  the  precincts  of  Goshen  and 
Cornwall  in  Orange  county. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  commis- 
sioners for  the  highways  to  be  chosen  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  before 
they  execute  any  of  the  powers  herein  mentioned  take  an  oath,  or  if  of 
the  people  called  Quakers  an  affirmation  before  any  justice  of  the  peace 
for  the  county  in  which  they  shall  be  chosen  commissioners  in  the 
words  following  viz.      I  do  solemnly  swear  (or  if  of  the  people 

called  Quakers  affirm  and  declare)  that  I  will  to  the  best  of  my  knowl- 
edge fairly  and  impartially  execute  the  powers  to  me  given  and  granted 
by  an  act  intitled  an  act  for  the  better  laying  out  regulating  and  keeping 
in  repair  all  common  and  public  highways  and  private  roads  in  the 
counties  of  Ulster,  Orange,  Dutchess,  Charlotte,  Westchester,  Albany, 
and  Tryon,  so  help  me  God. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  tJie  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  bridges 
and  causways  herein  after  mentioned  in  the  precincts  of  Goshen  and 
Cornwall  in  the  county  of  Orange,  shall  be  made  and  kept  in  repair  by 
a  public  tax  on  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  in  the  said  two  precincts, 
and  are  as  followcth  (viz.)  One  bridge  and  causeway  near  the  house  of 
Zachariah  Dabois  deceased,  one  other  bridge  and  causeway  near  Rich- 
ard Goldsmiths,  one  other  bridge  and  causeway  near  Johannes  Decker's, 
one  other  bridge  and  causeway  near  Benjamin  Tustens,  one  other  bridge 
and  causeway  across  Pochuck  creek  where  the  old  bridge  now  stands, 
one  other  bridge  and  causeway  near  Warwick  meeting  house,  one  other 
bridge  and  causeway  near  Grey  court,  one  other  bridge  and  causeway 
near  Curtis  Coleman's,  one  other  bridge  or  causeway  across  the  Mur- 
derers creek  near  Cornwall,  one  other  bridge  and  causeway  across 
Schonnemunck  creek  near  Ketchum's  mill,  one  other  bridge  and  cause- 
way over  the  said  creek,  called  Coal  House  bridge,  one  other  bridge 
and  causeway  near  the  widow  Tuthills,  one  other  bridge  and  causeway 
near  Thorn's  mill,  one  other  bridge  and  causeway  near  the  house  of  the 
late  Daniel  Denton  deceased,  one  other  bridge  and  causeway  near  the 
house  of  Jeremiah  Curtis,  one  other  bridge  and  causeway  near  the  house 
late  of  John  McClean,  deceased,  one  other  bridge  and  causeway  across 
the  Walkill,  at  the  outlet  of  the  drowned  lands,  one  other  bridge  and 
causeway  across  Warwick  creek  near  where  Israel  Woods  mill  formerly 
stood,  one  other  bridge  and  causeway  near  the  grist  mill  of  John  Wheeler 
Esquire  one  other  bridge  over  the  Murderers  creek  known  by  the  name 
of  Vandeusens  bridge  and  one  other  bridge  and  causeway  across  the 
trout  brook.  And  the  commissioners  of  the  highways  for  the  time  being, 
for  the  said  precincts  of  Goshen  and  Cornwall,  are  hereby  directed  and 
required  to  cause  the  aforementioned  bridges  and  causeways  to  be  well 
and  sufficiently  made  and  kept  in  repair,  and  an  account  of  the  expences 
attending  the  same,  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  supervisors  of  the  county 
of  Orange  at  their  annual  meetings,  who  are  hereby  required  and 
directed,  to  divide  the  whole  amount  of  such  expences  between  the 
said  precincts  of  Goshen  and  Cornwall,  in  the  same  proportion  as  the 
other  contingent  charges  of  the  said  county  of  Orange  are  usually 
divided  between  the  said  two  precincts,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  le\'ied 
and  collected  from  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  two  pre- 
cincts, and  paid  to  the  county  treasurer,  in  like  manner  as  the  other 
contingent  charges  of  the  said  county  are  raised  and  paid.     And  the 
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said  treasurer  is  hereby  directed  and  required  from  time  to  time  to  pay 
the  said  monies  to  the  said  commissioners,  on  a  warrant  or  warrants 
from  the  said  supervisors  as  is  usual  in  other  cases,  any  thing  herein 
contained,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  whereas  there  are  many  creeks  or  rivers,  which  run  thro*  several  Fords  to 
towns  in  the  county  of  Ulster,  which  the  common  public  highways  are  repafr^ '° 
laid  thro'  or  across.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  such  towns  where  any  such  creek 
or  river  runs  thro*,  which  might  be  forded,  shall  be  obliged  to  fill  up  and 
level  the  ford  or  fords,  and  shall  keep  the  said  ford  or  fords  in  repair, 
as  well  as  any  other  part  of  the  highways  in  any  of  the  towns  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  it  shall  hap-  Work  to  be 
pen  that  the  improved  farm  of  any  inhabitant  of  the  said  counties  shall  town  *° 
be  divided  and  lie  in  different  towns,  then  and  in  such  case,  every  such  J'^^jg^   ^ 
inhabitant  shall  be  subject  to  work  upon  the  highways  in  that  town  only,  8ituate<f. 
in  which  his  dwelling  house  is  erected. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  in  the  said  Right  of 
counties  of  Albany  and  Montgomery  where  any  carriages  or  sleighs  ^^*J{iIjr* 
meet  each  other  on  any  of  the  said  roads  or  highways,  the  persons  in  eiing 
carriages  or  sleighs  going  from  the  city  of  Albany  shall  give  way  to  those  Albany, 
going  toward  the  said  city,  and  all  persons  travelling  eastward  in  any  of 
the  said  roads  or  highways,  on  the  east  side  of  Hudson's  river  shall  give 
way  to  those  travelling  westward,  and  vice  versa  on  the  west  side  of  said 
river,  under  the  penalty  of  twenty  shillings  for  each  offence,  to  be  recov- 
ered and  applied  as  directed  in  the  third  clause  of  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  every  public  Highways 

road  or  highway  leading  from  any  town  in  which  there  is  a  considerable  J?5m°et- 

settlement  to  any  place  of  embarkation  in  either  of  the  said  counties,  or  tiement  to 

where  a  new  road  shall  be  required  to  be  laid  out,  that  then'and  in  every  embarka- 

such  case  such  public  road  or  highway  shall  be  continued  from  town  to  i!?il JP  ^ 

ii»i  •til*  1  f   \  1  continuea 

town,  and  thro  the  same  as  streight  and  direct  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  as  straight 

will  admit ;  and  that  such  public  road  or  highway  may  be  established,  wifTadmk; 
or  being  established,  may  be  altered,  so  as  to  be  more  generally  conven-  P^^^f 
ient  and  useful  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  respective  towns  thro'  which  the  om\ame.^ 
same  may  run,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  commissioners 
of  the  town  which  require  the  said  road  to  be  laid  out  or  altered,  by 
writing  under  their  hands,  to  appoint  and  summon  a  general  meeting  of 
all  the  commissioners  of  the  respective  towns,  thro*  which  the  road  pro- 
posed shall  extend,  at  any  time  not  less  than  ten  days  or  more  than 
twenty  days  after  the  service  of  notice  on  the  said  commissioners,  and 
at  such  convenient  place  in  that  town  which  shall  be  most  central  to  the     • 
usual  residence  of  the  major  part  of  such  commissioners,  and  the  said 
commissioners  are  hereby  directed  and  required  to  meet  and  attend 
according  to  such  appointment :  and  when  the  said  commissioners  so 
convened  shall  have  consulted  together  and  deliberated  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  said  meeting,  they  shall  then  proceed  to  lay  out  the  highway 
or  road  required  from  town  to  town  and  in  the  best  and  most  advan- 
tageous manner  for  public  and  general  utility  and  convenience,  that  is 
to  say,  the  commissioners  of  each  respective  town  shall  lay  out  that  part 
of  the  intended  road  which  shall  extend  through  the  town  of  which 
they  are  respectively  commissioners,  and  the  same  so  being  laid  out, 
shall  be  certified  returned  and  recorded  as  a  public  road  or  highway  in 
the  manner  directed  in  and  by  this  act  and  shall  be  maintained  in  each 
respective  towh.     But  if  a  majority  of  the  commissioners  of  any  or  either  ^JSmoneS 
of  the  said  towns  when  so  met  and  assembled,  shall  disapprove  of,  and  Jn  case  of 
not  consent  to  the  place  or  places  where  any  part  of  such  roads  shall  be^meSf**" 
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proposed  to  be  laid  out,  and  propose  any  other  place  or  places  for  the 
same,  to  which  the  commissioners  of  the  town  through  which  that  part 
of  the  road  is  to  pass  or  a  majority  of  them  do  not  consent  and  agree, 
then,  and  in  every  such  case,  a  description  shall  be  made  in  writing, 
signed  by  all  the  commissioners  present  of  both  the  roads  proposed  and 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  three  or  more  of  the  said  commissioners  to  apply 
to  any  two  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  said  counties  respectively  not 
residing  or  holding  lands  in  that  town  concerning  the  road  through 
which  such  controversy  shall  have  Jarisen  or  the  town  for  which  such 
road  shall  be  required  and  such  justices  are  hereby  authorized  and 
directed  thereupon  to  issue  their  precept  to  the  sheriff  of  the  said  county 
commanding  him  to  summon  a  jury  of  twelve  good  and  sufficient  free- 
holders of  the  said  county  not  interested  in  the  course  of  the  said  road, 
who  being  duly  sworn  for  that  purpose  shall  enquire  and  give  their 
verdict  which  of  the  roads  in  controversy  will  be  the  best  and  most 
iDouest  to  commodious  as  a  main  and  public  highway ;  and  an  inquest  being 
befloal.  thereof  made  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  said  justices  and  jurors, 
shall  be  final  and  conclusive,  according  to  which  the  road  shall  be  laid 
out  certified  and  returned  as  a  public  road  by  the  respective  commis- 
sioners through  whose  town  it  shall  extend ;  and  the  return  thereof, 
together  with  the  said  inquisition  being  filed  in  the  office  of  the  said 
county,  and  entered  of  record,  the  said  road  shall  be  deemed  and 
.  esteemed  a  public  road  or  highway  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and  be 
supported  and  maintained  in  the  respective  towns  through  which  the 
same  shall  extend,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  highways  in  such 
towns  are  directed  and  required  to  be  maintained  and  supported  by  this 
act :  which  inquest  shall  be  at  the  expence  of  the  town  the  commission- 
ers of  which  shall  have  refused  to  lay  out  the  said  road  in  the  direction 
found  by  such  inquest  and  such  expence  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  monies 
raised  in  such  town,  in  pursuance  of  this  act.  Provided  always,  that  if 
such  road  so  altered  or  laid  out  shall  run  thro'  any  improved  lands,  the 
proprietor  thereof,  shall  be  satisfied  and  paid  therefor  as  directed  by  the 
second  section  of  this  act.  And  provided  further  that  nothing  in  this 
act  shall  be  construed  to  make  void  abridge,  or  any  wise  lessen  the 
rights  and  priviledges  granted  to  the  city  of  Albany  by  charter,  any  thing 
contained  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding. 
IKopened  ^^^  ^^  ^^  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  overseers 
after  a  of  the  high  ways  for  the  road  districts  respectively  are  hereby  impowered, 
ofsnow.  directed,  and  required  to  notify  and  order  such  a  number  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  their  respective  districts,  with  their  sleds  horses,  or  oxen  as 
•  they  the  said  overseers  shall  think  sufficient  and  proper  to  open  the 
roads  whenever  deep  snows  happen  to  fall :  and  if  any  person  or  per- 
sons being  so  notified  and  ordered  as  aforesaid  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
open  any  such  road,  such  person  or  persons  shall  respectively  forfeit  the 
sum  of  ten  shillings  for  every  day  they  shall  so  neglect  or  refuse  such 
services,  to  be  levied  by  the  overseer  requiring  the  same,  in  like  manner 
as  the  other  fines  and  penalties  inflicted  by  this  act ;  which  said  forfeit- 
ure of  ten  shillings  shall  be  paid  to  the  commissioners  of  highways  for 
the  town  where  such  forfeiture  shall  arise,  to  be  by  them  applied  in 
building  and  repairing  bridges  in  the  same. 
Oompensa-  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  commis- 
commis-  sioners  of  highways  that  shdl  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall 
BtoDeiB.  respectively  be  allowed  the  sum  of  six  shillings  for  each  and  every  day 
they  shall  respectively  be  employed  in  the  execution  of  their  said  office, 
to  be  allowed  and  paid  as  tne  other  contingent  expences  of  the  town 
they  shall  be  commissioners  for  are  altowed  and  paid. 
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And  whereas  the  counties  aforesaid  are  divided  into  towns,  manors,  Word 
districts,  and  precinct.     Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  defined. 
That  the  word  town  as  used  in  this  act,  shall  be  taken  and  understood 
to  comprehend  the  words  town,  manor,  district,  and  precinct,  as  fully 
as  though  the  same  were  used  in  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  and  every  Laws 
of  the  laws  for  the  laying  out,  altering  and  keeping  in  repair  public  "^p®**®^- 
highways  and  private  roads  within  the  counties  aforesaid,  by  whatsoever 
stile  or  title  such  laws  may  be  named,  shall  be  and  hereby  are  repealed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforescUd  That  this  law  shall 
continue  and  be  in  full  force  until  the  first  day  of  June  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  five,  and  until  the  end  of  the  then 
next  meeting  of  the  legislature. 


CHAP.  53. 

AN   ACT  to  authorize  the  congress  of  the  United  States  to 
adopt  certain  regulations  respecting  the  British  trade. 

Passed  the  4th  of  May,  1784. 

Whereas  it  appears  by  an  order  of  the  King  of  Great  Britian  in  preamble, 
council  bearing  date  the  second  day  of  July  last,  made  under  the  ex- 
press authority  of  his  parliament,  that  the  growth  or  produce  of  any  of 
the  United  States  of  America  are  prohibited  from  being  carried  to  any 
of  the  British  West  India  Islands,  by  any  other  than  Bntish  subjects,  in 
British  built  ships,  owned  by  British  subjects,  and  navigated  according 
to  the  laws  of  that  kingdom  ;  which  proceeding,  although  but  a  tem- 
porary expedient,  exhibits  a  disposition  in  Great  Britain  to  gain  partial 
advantages,  injurious  to  the  rights  of  free  commerce,  and  is  repugnant 
to  the  principles  of  reciprocal  interest  and  convenience  which  are  found 
by  experience  to  form  the  only  permanent  foundation  of  friendly  inter- 
course between  states. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  repre-  OoD^jress 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  e^S^to' 
the  same^  That  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled,  shall  be,  and  prohibit 
they  are  hereby  authorized  and  impowered  to  prohibit  the  importation  tSn*of*the 
of  the  growth  or  produce  of  the  British  West  India  Islands  into  these  S^Sduce^of 
United  States  in  British  vessels,  or  to  adopt  any  other  mode  which  may  British 
most  effectually  tend  to  counteract  the  designs  of  Great  Britain  with  SaSds.^** 
respect  to  the  American  commerce,  so  long  as  the  said  restriction  shall 
be  continued  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.     Provided  that  this  shall  not 
be  in  force  until  all  the  states  of  the  Union  shall  have  passed  similar 
laws. 
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CHAP.  54. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for  relief  against 
absconding  and  absent  debtors,"  and  to  extend  the  remedy  of 
the  act  entitled  **An  act  for  granting  a  more  effectual  relief  in 
cases  of  certain  trespasses ;  **  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned. 

Passed  the  4th  of  May,  1784. 

Preamble.       Whereas  divers  persons,  being  indebted  to  the  citizens  of  this  State, 
having  since  the  ninth  day  of  July  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  six,  removed  from  parts  of  this  State  out  of 
the  power  of  the  fleets  and  armies  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  late 
enemies  of  this  State,  to  parts  thereof  then  within  the  power  of  the  said 
fleets  and  armies  ;   or  having,  during  the  late  war,  remained  in  parts  of 
this  State  which  then  were  within  the  power  of  the  fleets  and  armies  of 
the  said  king ;   and  who  have  respectively  withdrawn  himself  or  them- 
selves from  the  State ;   by  which,  creditors  will  be  defrauded  of  their 
just  dues,  unless  a  legislative  provision  shall  be  made  for  their  relief. 
Creditors        Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  rep^ 
DH^d^"*  resented  itt  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
apuiiSu'^  />^  same.  That  if  any  person  or  persons,  who  since  the  ninth  day  of 
ttonto        July    in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six,  re- 
coun™*     moved  from  any  part  of  this  State  out  of  the  power  of  the  fleets  and 
judge.        armies  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  late  enemies  of  this  State,  to  any 
part  thereof,  at  the  time  of  such  removal,  within  the  power  of  the  said 
fleets  and  armies  ;   or  having,  during  the  late  war,  remained  within  the 
power  of  the  fleets  and  armies  of  the  said  king,  and  who  hath  or  have 
since  withdrawn  himself  or  themselves  respectively  from  the  said  State, 
leaving  property  within  the  same,  are  or  shall  be  indebted  to  any  person 
or  persons,  citizens  of  this  State,  in  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  or  upwards ; 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  creditor  or  creditors  respectively,  to 
make  application  to  any  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  judi- 
cature of  this  State,  or  to  any  one  on  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas  of  the  county,  in  which  the  property  of  the  debtor  or  debtors  is  or 
Affidavit,    doth  lie,  and  then  and  there  make  affidavit  or,  (if  of  the  people  called 
Quakers,)  affirmation,  that  such  person  or  persons   is   or  are   justly 
indebted  to  him  or  them  in  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  or  upwards ;  and 
shall  also  prove  by  one  or  more  witness  or  witnesses,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  judge  to  whom  such  application  shall  have  been  made,  that  such 
debtor  or  debtors,  did,  after  the  ninth  day  of  July  in  the  year  one  thous- 
and seven  hundred  and  seventy  six,  remove  from  parts  of  this  State  out 
of  the  power  of  the  fleets  and  armies  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  late 
enemies  of  this  State,  to  some  part  thereof  within  the  power  of  the  said 
fleets  and  armies,  while  enemies  as  aforesaid ;  or  did,  during  the  late 
war,  remain  within  the  power  of  the  said  fleets  and  armies,  and  who 
hath  or  have  withdrawn  himself  or  themselves  respectively  from  this 
State,  from  causes  of  disaffection  or  otherwise ;  that  then  and  in  such 
J'roceed-    case,  the  said  judge  shall  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  proceed  in  manner, 
o^    ere-  ^  nearly  as  may  be,  as  is  prescribed  and  directed  in  and  by  the  afore- 
said  act  entitled   "An  act  for   relief  against   absconding  and  absent 
debtors,"  passed  the  3d  day  of  April  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy  five. 
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And  whereas  many  persons  who  have  injured  destroyed  or  occupied 
the  real  or  personal  estates  of  such  inhabitants  of  this  State  described 
in  "  An  act  for  granting  a  more  effectual  relief  in  cases  of  certain  tres- 
passes;" have   withdrawn  themselves  from    this   State,  leaving  con- 
siderable property  within  the  same ;  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  author- 
ity aforesaidy  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  any  person  or  Persons 
persons  who  are  or  were  inhabitants  of  this  State,  and  who  by  reason  of  J^lson^oi 
the  invasion  of  this  State,  by  the  trobps  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  the  inva- 
left  his  her  or  their  places  of  abode  and  who  have  not  voluntarily  put  thSr 
themselves  respectively  in  the  power  of  the  said  troops  since  they  respec-  J^^^f^ 
tively  left  their  places  of  abode,  his,  her  or  their  heirs  executors  or  admin-  hav^  pro- 
istrators,  after  issuing  process  out  of  any  court  of  record  in  this  State,  fltj^decia- 
in  the  usual  form,  against  any  person  or  persons  who  have  occupied  ration 
injured  or  destroyed  his,  her  or  their  estates  real  or  personal  in  the  power  ^Srsons 
of  the  troops  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain  aforesaid,  his,  her  or  their  heirs  J^jJred^ 
executors  or   administrators ;  and  after  the  defendant  or  defendants  the?r 
named  in  such  process,  shall  have  been  returned  by  the  officer  to  whom  ««**^^^ 
the  same  was  directed,  not  found,  to  file  a  declaration  against  such 
defendant  or  defendants  in  such  court  of  record  from  which  such  pro- 
cess issued;   and  that  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  shall  thereupon  and 
within  ten  days  after  the  expiration  of  the  term  in  which  such  process 
shall  be  returnable,  cause  a  publication  to  be  made  in  one  of  the  public 
newspapers  printed  in  this  State,  for  the  space  of  ten  weeks  successively, 
setting  forth  that  such  process  hath  been  issued  and  declaration  filed, 
and  that  unless  such  defendant  or  defendants  shall  enter  his,  her  or 
their  appearance  in  such  action  within  six  months  from  the  date  of  such 
publication,  a  judgment  .will  be  entered  against  him  her  or  them  in  such 
action.     That  if  such  defendant  or  defendants  shall  not  appear  within  proceed- 
the  time  in  and  by  such  publication  limitted,  the  court  shall  grant  an  ^^^^  Jj*^ 
interlocutory  judgment  against  the  defendant  or  defendants  and  there-  fendants 
upon  a  writ  of  inquiry  shall  be  granted  to  ascertain  the  quantum  of  the  apjSai. 
plaintifs  demand,  and  on  the  return  thereof  final  judgment  shall  be 
entered  for  the  sum  found  in  the  inquisition  with  costs  in  such  manner 
and  form  and  such  further  proceedings  shall  be  had  thereon  as  if  such 
defendant  or  defendants  had  entered  his,  her  or  their  appearance  on  the 
return  of  the  process  issued  against  him  her  or  them.     Provided  always 
that  no  execution  on  a  judgment  to  be  obtained  in  the  mode  prescribed 
by  this  act,  shall  be  levied  on  any  ship  or  other  vessel  or  the  cargoes 
thereof  respectively,  nor  on  any  property  forfeited  to  the  people  of  this 
State. 

And  whereas  the  intent  of  the  person  or  persons  bringing  such  suit  intent  of 
may  be  to  satisfy  such  judgment  out  of  the  personal  property,  monies,  guj"*^°*^ 
goods  or  chattels  of  such  defendant  or  defendants  in  the  hands  of  per- 
sons now  remaining  within  this  State  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  every  plaintif  in  Notloe  to 
such  suit  to  notify,  in  the  presence  of  two  witnesses  the  person  or  per-  Ea^g" 
sons  in  whose  hands  he  shall  conceive  such  personal  property  to  be,  of  personal 
the  bringing  of  the  suit  and  his  design  that  the  judgment  to  be  obtained  ©rSeSna- 
shall  be  satisfied  out  of  the  personal  property  of  the  said  defendent  or  *°^  ®^* 
defendants  in  the  said  persons  hands,  and  request  his  her  or  their  cer- 
tificate on  oath  in  writing  of  the  particulars  or  amount  of  the  same  which 
shall  be  filed  with  the  declaration.     And  if  on  the  final  judgment  the 
same  shall  not  be  found,  or  if  such  persons  respectively  shall  refuse  to 
give  such  certificate  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court  in 
which  such  suit  shall  be  commenced  to  bring  such  person  or  persons 
into  court  by  attachment  to  examine  them  on  interrogatories  and  to 
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commit  them  without  bail  or  main  prise  until  they  comply  with  such  rule 
or  order  as  the  said  court  in  their  wisdom  shall  think  just  and  equitable. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  surplus 
of  any  monies,  which  may  be  in  the  hands  of  any  trustees  to  be  ap- 
pointed in  pursuance  of  this  act,  after  payment  made  to  the  creditor  or 
creditors  of  any  such  debtor  or  debtors  as  aforesaid,  by  the  sale  of 
whose  estate  such  monies  shall  so  come  into  the  hands  of  such  trustees 
as  aforesaid ;  and  the  surplus  of  any  monies  which  may  be  in  the  hands 
of  any  sheriff,  after  paying  and  satisfying  the  sum  or  sums  levied  for  by 
virtue  of  any  execution  or  executions,  whereby  such  monies  so  come 
into  the  hands  of  such  sheriff",  shall  be  by  them  respectively  paid  into 
the  treasury  of  this  State,  and  be,  by  the  treasurer  paid  to  the  debtor  or 
debtors,  defendant  or  defendants,  or  their  respective  attorneys  or  legal 
representatives,  whenever  they  shall  respectively  apply  for  the  same. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  every  citizen  of 
this  State  whose  estate  real  or  personal,  has  been  injured  destroyed  or 
occupied  by  any  such  person  or  persons  who  have  so  withdrawn  them- 
selves from  this  State  respectively,  may  have  the  like  remedy  for  re- 
covering the  damages  so  sustained  by  such  injury  destruction  or  occu- 
pancy during  the  late  war,  as  is  given  by  this  act  to  the  nersons  described 
in  and  by  the  said  act  last  recited. 

And  whereas  by  an  act,  entitled  **  An  act,  relative  to  debts  due  to 
persons  within  the  enemy's  lines,"  passed  the  twelfth  day  of  July  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  two,  certain  suits  and  prosecutions 
therein  mentioned,  which  were  already  commenced,  or  might  be  there- 
after commenced,  should  be  stayed  until  the  legislature  should  make 
further  provision  in  the  premises.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaidy  That  the  necessity  of  staying  such  suits  as  aforesaid  does  no 
longer  exist;  but  that  the  said  act  entitled  **  An  act,  relative  to  debts 
due  to  persons  within  the  enemy's  lines,"  shall  and  is  hereby  declared 
to  be  in  full  force  and  operation  according  to  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing thereof;  except  so  far  as  respects  the  staying  of  such  suits. 

And  whereas  there  appears  to  be  an  omission  of  the  words,  to  any 
person,  in  the  first  enacting  clause  of  the  aforesaid  act,  Be  it  therefore 
further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid ^  That  the  words,  to  any  person, 
shall  be,  and  hereby  are  declared  to  be  inserted  between  the  words, 
"  due  by  or  from  any  person  not  within  the  enemy's  power  or  lines,'*  and 
the  words,  "  that  has  remained  with,"  in  the  said  first  enacting  clause  of 
the  said  act  entitled  "  An  act  relative  to  debts  dtie  to  persons  within  the 
enemy's  lines." 

And  whereas  it  is  provided  in  and  by  the  said  last  mentioned  act, 
that  nothing  therein  contained,  should  be  construed  to  extend  to  any 
person,  that  theretofore  had  been,  then  was,  or  thereafter  should  be  a 
prisoner  with  the  enemy,  Be  it  therefore  further  encutedby  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  the  benefit  of  the  said  act,  shall  be  extended  to  all  such 
persons  as  are  described  in  the  said  proviso,  except  with  respect  to  debts 
which  such  persons  may  have  contracted  whilst  in  capitivity  at  any 
time  during  the  late  war. 
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CHAP.  55. 

AN  ACT  to  naturalize  certain  persons  therein  named. 

Passed  the  4th  of  May,  1784 

Whereas  the  Honorable  Major  General  Baron  Frederick  William  Persona 
Steuben,  Henry  Emanuel  Luterlogh,  John  George  Spangler,  Robert  SJSiizen- 
Bell,  John  Jacob  Jacobson,  Johan  Christian  Tice,  Thomas  Daft,  John  ahlp. 
Francis  Vacher,  Pr>'se  Campbell,  George  Schmelzel,  George  Sutton, 
Christian  Baher,  Lott  Merskell,  George  Diederick,  Sampson  Fleming, 
Conrad  Bemhar  Cordeman,  Charles  John  Evans,  Alexander  Zuntz, 
Lion  Hart,  James  Taylor,  William  Cochran,  Martin  Bucho,  John  Ernst, 
Peter  Adam,  Adam  Kuntz,  Christopher  Zerenius,  John  George  Vach, 
Charles  Roth,  Johannes  Dackett,  Henrich  Kuhlman,  Daniel  Weiss, 
John  Helerigh,  Johannes  Anthonius  Muth,  John  Conrad  Shafer,  Henry 
Franck,  Samuel  Spraggs,  William  Edgar,  Arthur  Noble,  James  Lowry 
Casper  Friedrich  Greenewald,  John  Ashmore.  Henrich  Rosenkrantz, 
Jacob  Heusser,  Theodor  Valentine  Wagener,  Johan  Sebastian  Kersting, 
Henrich  Widdigen,  Conrad  Menger,  William  Diehl,  George  Albrecht, 
Johannes  Streicher,  Johannes  Ernst,  Christian  Schmied,  Philip  Werner, 
George  Kehler,  Martin  Engelhard,  Christian  Miller,  Friedrich  Bern- 
hauwer,  Conrad  Jordan,  Conrad  Harrit,  Johan  Henrich  Limberger, 
Moritz  Alhard,  Leonhard  Goetz,  Christoph  Endeman,  George  BSchtel, 
Heinrich  Fasauer,  Daniel  Hartung,  Carl  Wend,  Casper  Samler,  Conrad 
Lies,  George  Dietrich,  Henrich  Arcularius,  Henrich  Astor,  Johannes 
Philips,  John  Richardson,  Andrew  Read,  Joseph  Allen,  James  Dunbar, 
Frederick  Reinwald,  Alexander  Grand  Champ,  Frederick  C.  Focke, 
Francis  Davis,  James  Smith,  Samuel  Dea,  Thomas  Thomas,  John  Mor- 
gan Senior,  John  Morgan  Junior,  Thomas  Mackey,  John  Delafield, 
William  Eccles,  Thomas  B.  Stoughton,  Charles  Constance  Varin,  Frede- 
rick Nicholas  Sander,  John  Meyer,  Rudolph  Van  Dorslin,  George 
Scriba,  George  Casper  Schroppel,  Henry  A.  Coster,  Cassle  Colbum, 
Frederick  W.  Starmann,  John  Byfhe,  William  Vander  Locht,  Adam 
Keeling,  Philip  Vicar,  Christian  Brant,  Robert  Adems,  Frederick 
August  de  Zeng,  Samuel  Atlee,  John  Nehemia,  George  Alizon,  Lau- 
rance  Cramer,  John  Miller,  John  De  Pouthieu  Wilkes,  Alexander  Ken- 
neday,  Alexander  McDonald,  and  John  McDonald  have  by  their 
several  petitions  prayed  to  be  naturalized  and  be  admitted  citizens  of 
this  State. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  repre- 
sented in  Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  samey  That  all  and  every  of  the  above  named  persons  shall  be  and 
they  are  hereby  respectively  naturalized,  and  shall  from  and  imme- 
diately after  having  taken  and  subscribed  in  any  court  of  record  within 
this  State  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  State  and  abjured  and  renounced 
all  allegiance  and  subjection  to  all  and  every  foreign  king,  prince  poten- 
tate and  State  in  all  matters  ecclesiastical  as  well  as  civil,  be  deemed 
subjects  of  this  State  to  all  intents  constructions  and  purposes  whatso- 
ever: and  that  the  court  in  which  any  of  the  persons  aforesaid  shall  be 
admitted  to  the  oath  aforesaid  shall  cause  an  entry  thereof  to  be  made 
in  the  records  of  said  court,  and  shall  also  give  a  certificate  to  such  per- 
son purporting  that  such  person  hath  been  admitted  to  such  oaths  in 
said  court  in  pursuance  of  this  act :  and  the  judge  of  the  court  where 
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such  record  shall  be  made  shall  be  entitled  to  demand  and  receive  six 
shillings,  and  the  clerk  of  such  court,  three  shillings  from  each  person 
to  whom  such  oaths  shall  be  administered. 


CHAP.  56. 
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AN  ACT  to  appoint  commissioners  to  settle  and  adjust  any 
differences  which  may  arise  between  the  proprietors  of  certain 
lots  in  the  city  of  New  York,  the  buildings  whereof  were  burnt 
in  the  year  1776,  and  for  altering  the  streets  which  heretofore 
were  laid  out  adjoining  to  such  Tots. 

Passed  the  4th  of  May,  1784. 

Whereas  a  considerable  part  of  the  city  of  New  York  hath  been 
destroyed  by  fires  which  have  happened  therein  at  different  times  dur- 
ing the  late  war ;  and  whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  this  legisla- 
ture, that  alterations  may  be  made  in  the  manner  of  laying  out  the 
streets  in  such  parts  of  the  said  city,  as  have  principally  suffered  by 
those  fires,  which  would  be  conducive  to  the  health  and  safety,  as  well 
as  the  ornament  of  the  city :  and  whereas  divers  proprietors  of  the  lots, 
the  buildings  whereof  have  been  burnt  down,  have  petitioned  this  legis- 
lature to  direct  a  mode  for  making  the  said  alterations. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  repre- 
sented in  Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  the  corporation  of  the  said  city  be  authorised  to  appoint 
commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  laying  out  the  streets  in  such  parts  of 
the  said  city,  as  are  above  described,  in  such  manner,  as  shall  appear 
to  them  most  conducive  to  the  convenience  and  ornament  of  the  said  city 
and  to  the  advantage  of  the  proprietors  of  those  lots,  the  buildings  of 
which  have  been  destroyed  by  the  said  fires,  and  of  other  lots  adjacent 
thereto,  which  may  be  in  anywise  affected  by  the  proposed  alterations , 
provided  that  the  plan  of  the  said  commissioners  for  the  purpose  herein 
mentioned  shall  be  laid  before  and  approved  by  the  said  corporation 
previous  to  its  being  carried  into  execution.  Provided  also,  that  where 
any  proprietor  or  proprietors  of  any  lot  or  lots,  shall  deem  his,  her,  or 
their,  lot  or  lots  injured  in  value  by  the  alteration  in  the  streets  which 
may  be  made  pursuant  to  this  act,  such  proprietor  or  proprietors,  his 
her  or  their  lawful  representatives,  may  at  any  time  within  three  years 
from  the  passing  of  this  act,  apply  to  the  said  corporation  of  the  said 
city,  to  have  the  injury  or  damage  so  supposed  to  have  been  suffered, 
ascertained  by  appraisement;  whereupon  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
corporation  to  appoint  one  person  as  appraiser  in  behalf  of  said  corpora- 
tion, and  such  proprietor  or  proprietors,  his  her  or  their  lawful  repre- 
sentatives, may  appoint  one  other  person  as  appraiser  in  his  her  or  their 
behalf ;  and  the  two  appraisers  so  appointed  shall  within  three  weeks 
after  such  appointment  proceed  to  appraise  the  lot  or  lots  in  question 
and  shall  determine  upon  a  full  and  equitable  consideration  and  esti> 
mate  of  all  the  circumstances  attending  the  alterations  in  the  streets  as 
aforesaid,  whether  such  lot  or  lots  has  or  have  been  decreased  or  ad- 
vanced in  value  by  such  alterations  and  to  what  amount;  and  shall 
report  their  opinion  thereof  in  writing  to  the  chamberlain  of  the  city,  to 
be  by  him  reported  to  the  corporation,  in  order  that  in  case  such  lot,  or 
lots  shall  have  been  adjudged  to  have  decreased  in  value  provision  may 
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be  made  for  paying  the  proprietor  or  proprietors,  the  full  amount  of  the 
damage  so  reported  to  have  been  sustained :  and  in  case  such  lot  or 
lots  shall  be  adjudged  to  have  increased  in  value,  the  amount  of  such 
increase  shall  be  deemed  a  debt  due  from  the  proprietor  or  proprietors 
of  such  lot  or  lots  to  the  corporation  to  be  recovered  for  the  use  of  the 
corporation  at  the  suit  of  the  said  chamberlain  in  any  court  of  record 
within  this  State  :  and  as  it  may  happen  that  the  two  appraisers  to  be 
appointed  as  herein  before  mentioned  may  differ  in  opinion,  in  such 
case  they  are  hereby  authorised  to  agree  upon  a  third  person  as  an  um 
pire,  whose  determination  of  the  matters  in  difference,  between  them 
shall  be  conclusive. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  when   the  Streeta  to 
streets  aforesaid  shall  be  determined  and  laid  out  pursuant  to  this  act,  Sut!^**'^ 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose to  stake  out  the  said  streets  in  order  that  the  length  breadth  and 
extent  thereof  may  be  the  better  known  and  observed ;   and  if  any  per- 
son or  persons  whatsoever  shall  without  good  authority,  pluck  up,  cut  Penalty 
down  or  remove  any  of  the  said  stakes,  and  shall  be  convicted  thereof  toJJtSeeT 
by  the  oath  of  one  witness,  before  the  mayor  recorder  or  one  of  the 
aldermen  of  the  said  city,  every  such  person  so  offending,  shall  by  the 
judgment  of  such  mayor  recorder  or  aldermen  be  fined  in  the  sum  of 
ten  pounds  to  be  paid  to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  have  given 
information  of  such  offence ;  and  in  case  of  refusal  to  pay  the  said  fine 
shall  be  committed  to  the  common  gaol  of  the  said  city  for  the  space  of 
three  months  without  bail  or  mainprize. 

And  to  the  end  that  no  buildings  may  be  erected  to  intrude  or  encroach  BuiidinoB 
upon  the  streets  so  to  be  laid  out.     Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  fngoiT'  " 
aforesaid^  That  any  and  every  building  which  may  be  hereafter  erected  oiJJJJ^^ 
so  as  to  intrude  or  encroach  upon  the  streets  to  be  laid  out  in  pursuance  public 
of  this  act  shall  be  deemed  a  public  nuisance ;  and  upon  a  view  thereof  *^"*""oe. 
by  the  mayor,  recorder  or  any  two  or  more  of  the  aldermen  of  the  said 
city,  the  owner  or  builder  shall  be  obliged  to  enter  into  recognizance  in 
such  sum  as  the  said  mayor,  recorder  or  aldermen  shall  think  fit,  to  remove 
the  same  in  convenient  time ;  and  in  case  of  refusal  to  enter  into  such 
recognizance,  or  neglect  to  perform  the  condition  of  the  same  within 
the  time  limited,  the  common  council  of  the  said  city  may  thereupon 
make  an  order  for  abating  and  demolishing  the  said  nusance,  provided 
that  if  the  owner,  builder  or  lessor  thereof  shall  controvert  the  fact  of 
such  intrusion  or  encroachment,  and  shall  demand  that  the  same  be 
determined  by  a  jury  of  inquest,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  common 
council  before  they  proceed  to  make  such  order  as  aforesaid  for  abating 
and  demolishing  the  said  nusance  to  issue  their  warrant  to  the  sherif 
of  the  said  city  requiring  him  by  the  oaths  of  twelve  good  and  lawful 
men  to  inquire  whether  such  building  hath  intruded  or  encroached  upon 
the  streets  or  either  of  them  so  to  be  laid  out  as  aforesaid;  and  the  said 
sherif  shall  within  the  time  limited  in  and  by  such  warrant  impanel  a 
jury  upon  the  premises ;  and  shall  duly  return  the  inquisition  by  him 
therefore  made  to  the  common  council  who,  in  case  the  said  jury  shall 
find  the  intrusion,  then  and  not  otherwise  shall  proceed  to  make  the 
order  for  abatement  as  aforesaid. 
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CHAP.  57. 

AN  ACT  to  prevent  the  bringing  in  and  spreading  of  infectious 
distempers  in  this  State. 

Passed  the  4th  of  May.  17S4 

Whereas  the  ports  of  tnis  State  are  now  open  to  vessels  coming  from 
any  foreign  parts  by  means  whereof  many  infectious  distempers  may  be 
brought  into  this  State,  in  order  as  much  as  possible  to  prevent  the  same. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
That  all  vessels  of  whatever  kind  they  may  be,  having  on  board  any 
person  or  persons  infected  with  the  yellow  fever,  or  any  other  contagious 
distemper,  or  coming  from  any  place  jnfected  with  such  contagious  dis- 
temper, shall  not  come  into  any  of  the  ports  or  harbours  of  this  State, 
or  nearer  to  the  city  of  New  York  than  the  island  commonly  called 
Bedlow's  island,  and  shall  be  obliged  to  perform  quarantine  there,  or  in 
such  other  place,  and  for  such  time,  and  in  such  manner  as  the  gover- 
nor, or  person  administering  the  government  for  the  time  being,  or  in 
his  absence  from  the  said  city  as  the  mayor  thereof  shall  think  proper 
to  direct  and  appoint,  and  that  during  the  time  of  such  quarantine,  no 
person  or  persons  whomsoever,  nor  any  goods  or  merchandise  whatso- 
ever, coming  or  imported  in  such  vessels,  shall  come  or  be  brought  on- 
shore, unloaded,  or  be  put  on  board  of  any  other  vessel  within  this 
State,  or  the  neighbouring  States  of  New  Jersey  or  Connecticut,  until 
such  vessel,  persons,  goods  and  merchandize  shadl  respectively  be  dis- 
charged from  such  quarantine  by  an  order  from  the  governor  or  person 
administering  the  government  for  the  time  being,  or  in  his  absence  from 
the  said  city  from  the  mayor  thereof;  and  all  masters  or  commanders  of 
such  vessels,  and  all  others,  who  shall  presume  to  put  on  shore,  unload, 
or  put  onboard  any  other  vessel  as  aforesaid  any  person  or  persons, 
goods  or  merchandize  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
act,  having  first  had  notice  thereof,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
pounds  current  money  of  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  several 
branch  pilots  and  their  respective  deputies  belonging  to  this  State,  shall 
use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  hail  every  vessel  coming  into  this  State 
from  sea,  and  shall  ask  and  demand  of  the  master  or  commander  of  every 
such  vessel,  whether  he  has  onboard  any  person  or  persons,  sick  or 
infected  with  the  yellow  fever,  or  any  other  contagious  distemper,  or 
whether  such  vessel  comes  from  any  place  where  infectious  distempers 
prevail,  and  being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  shall  immediately  give 
notice  to  the  commander  of  such  vessel  of  the  penalty  aforesaid,  and 
forbid  his  going  any  farther  with  his  vessel  than  Bedlow's  island,  and 
that  he  is  to  anchor  his  vessel  there,  until  he  shall  have  further  direc- 
tions from  the  governor  or  person  administering  the  government  for  the 
time  being,  or  in  his  absence  from  the  said  city  from  the  mayor  thereof, 
and  shall  also  forbid  such  commander  from  putting  on  shore  any  person 
who  belonged  to,  or  performed  the  voyage  in  such  vessel,  and  from 
unloading,  or  putting  onboard  any  other  vessel,  any  person  or  persons 
or  goods  and  merchandize  out  of  his  said  vessel  under  the  penalty  afore- 
said, and  any  branch  pilot  or  such  deputy,  neglecting  his  duty  therein 
shall  respectively  forfeit  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  for  every  oflfence;  and 
if  any  person  or  persons  shall  come  on  shore  from  such  vessel  (unle^ 
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first  permitted  and  licensed  by  the  governor  or  person  administering  the 
government  for  the  time  being,  or  in  his  absence  from  the  said  city,  by 
the  mayor  aforesaid)  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  use  all  necessary  force 
and  constraint,  to  compel  such  person  or  persons  to  return  on  board  the 
said  vessel,  or  to  dispose  of  him  or  them  in  some  suitable  place  in  order 
to  prevent  the  infection  from  spreading. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  the  com-  Penalty  if 
mander  of  any  vessel,  having  any  person  or  persons  onboard,  sick  or  erdoesnot 
languishing  under  any  of  the  aforesaid  distempers,  or  coming  from  any  ya^e  true 
place  infected  therewith,  shall  not  make  a  true  discovery  thereof,  when  of  alokfSo. 
thereunto  required  as  aforesaid,  such  commander  shall  forfeit  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  pounds  for  every  such  offence,  and  the  governor  or  per- 
son administering  the  government  for  the  time  being  is  hereby  author- 
ized and  empowered,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council 
of  appointment,  to  appoint  a  physician  to  inspect  all  vessels  which  may 
have  onboard,  or  which  may  be  suspected  of  having  onboard,  any  per-  PbvsiciaD 
son  or  persons,  infected  with  a  contagious  distemper,  and  it  shall  and  ^i^^sfSp- 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  such  physician,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  pointment 
and  required  to  enter  onboard  all  and  every  vessel  and  vessels  coming  S?.    "  ^ 
into  this  State  under  the  circumstances  aforesaid,  and  there  to  make 
strict  search,  examination  and  enquiry  into  the  health  state  and  con- 
dition of  the  master  passengers  and  marriners  of  such  vessels  respect- 
ively, and  to  report  his  discovery  and  opinion  thereupon  without  delay 
to  the  governor  or  person  administering  the  government  for  the  time 
being,  or  in  his  absence  from  the  city  of  New  York  to  the  mayor  of  the 
said  city.     And  if  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  shall  presume  to 
hinder  or  obstruct  the  said  physician  in  performing  the  duties  required 
of  him  by  this  act,  such  offender  shall  forfeit  for  every  such  oflfence  the 
like  penalty  of  two  hundred  pounds  lawful  money  aforesaid:  and  the 
said  physician  shall  be  entitled  to  and  shall  receive  from  the  commander 
of  every  vessel  to  be  visited  by  him  in  pursuance  of  this  act  the  sum  of 
twenty-eight  shillings  for  his  services  in  making  such  examination  and 
reporting  thereupon. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  be  and  Dutyof, 
is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  master  and  wardens  of  the  port  of  New  wf^nsto 
York  to  give  their  utmost  aid  and  assistance  in  carrying  this  law  into  Jjjjj^^^ 
effect,  and  in  their  own  names  to  sue  and  prosecute  for  all  the  penalties,  act. 
which  shall  arise  accrue  or  become  forfeited,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and 
to  apply  the  same  for  the  use  and  support  of  the  lighthouse  established 
at  Sandy  Hook  for  the  security  of  commerce. 


CHAP.  58. 

AN  ACT  for  raising  ;^  100,000  within  the  several  counties  therein 

mentioned. 

Passed  the  6th  of  May,  1784. 

Whereas  the  several  counties  in  the  middle  western  and  eastern  Preamble, 
districts  of  this  State  and  a  part  of  the  county  of  West  Chester  have 
sustained  many  and  heavy  burthens  and  expences  in  prosecuting  the 
late  war  between  these  States  and  the  king  of  Great  Britain.     And 
tvhereas  it  is  just  and  equitable  that  all  who  participate  in  the  blessings 
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derived  from  the  freedom  and  independence  which  this  State  now 
happily  enjoys  should  contribute  in  the  burthens  and  expence  whereby 
the  same  was  obtained.  And  whereas  the  citizens  of  the  southern  dis- 
trict of  this  State  impressed  with  a  just  sense  of  the  exertions  and 
sufferings  of  their  brethren  in  the  other  districts  have  by  their  repre- 
sentatives declared  their  readiness  to  afford  a  testimonial  of  the  sense 
they  have  of  the  exertions  and  sufferings  aforesaid  and  it  being  con- 
ceived by  this  legislature  that  if  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds  should  be  raised  in  the  said  southern  district  it  would  be  such 
a  compensation  to  the  other  districts  as  would  prove  satisfactory  to  the 
citizens  thereof  and  that  no  future  compensation  would  be  required 
from  the  southern  district:  And  it  being  the  intention  of^this  legislature 
that  on  all  future  occasions  where  burthens  are  to  be  borne  by  the  citi- 
zens of  this  State  each  county  shall  be  charged  with  a  proportion 
according  to  the  relative  value  of  such  county  to  the  whole. 
Amotratto  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorky  represented 
in  c?m?t?e8  ^^  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the 
named  and  same^  That  there  shall  be  raised  within  the  city  and  county  of  New 
each*  ^^  York,  the  counties  of  Suffolk,  Kings,  Queens  and  Richmond,  and  that 
county.  p^j-t  of  Westchester  county  herein  after  described,  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  thousand  pounds  That  the  quota  of  the  city  and  county 
of  New  York  of  the  said  sum  shall  be  fifty  six  thousand  pounds  — 
the  quota  of  the  county  of  Suffolk  ten  thousand  pounds  —  the  quota 
of  Kings  county  thirteen  thousand  pounds  —  the  quota  of  Queens 
county  fourteen  thousand  pounds  —  the  quota  of  the  county  of  Rich- 
mond five  thousand  pounds,  and  the  quota  of  that  part  of  the  count}' 
of  Westchester  comprized  in  the  bounds  of  the  borough  and  town  of 
Westchester,  the  township  of  Eastchester,  the  Yonkers,  Manor  of  Pel- 
ham,  New  Rochelle,  Mamaroneck  and  Scarsedale,  shall  be  two  thous- 
and pounds. 
Mayor,  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  tne  mayor, 

meet  and  recorder  and  aldermen  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  or  the 
'"ntsio"  ™^j<^r  P^rt  of  them,  for  the  time  being,  shall  meet  and  assemble  at  the 
asseasors  City  Hall  of  the  said  city,  within  ten  days  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
and  then  and  there  issue  their  warrants  to  the  several  assessors  of  the 
said  city  and  county,  to  take  a  true  and  exact  account  of  all  the  estates 
real  and  personal  of  all  the  freeholders,  residents  and  inhabitants  within 
the  several  wards  of  the  said  city  and  county,  (and  liable  to  be  assessed 
by  this  act)  for  which  they  at  the  time  of  issuing  such  warrants  shall  be 
assessor  or  assessors,  and  true  equal  and  impartial  assessments  to  make, 
and  at  such  day  to  be  therein  prefixed,  not  more  than  fifteen  days  after 
the  time  of  issuing  such  warrants,  to  the  said  mayor,  recorder,  and 
Tax  war-  aldermen,  or  the  major  part  of  them  to  exhibit :  And  when  the  said 
SSSstore.  assessments  shall  by  the  said  assessors  be  compleated,  and  a  full  account 
of  the  same  made  and  cast  up  according  to  the  pound  value  of  the 
estates  of  persons  by  this  act  liable  to  be  assessed,  then  the  said  noayor 
recorder  and  aldermen,  or  the  major  part  of  them  shall  issue  their 
warrants  to  the  several  and  respective  collectors  in  the  city  and  county 
(within  fifteen  days  after  the  day  on  which  such  assessments  to  be  laid 
by  the  assessors  of  the  respective  wards  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  been 
exhibited)  to  collect  the  monies  so  assessed,  and  pay  the  same  from  time 
to  time  to  the  treasurer  of  this  State,  never  retaining  in  the  hands  of 
any  such  collector,  more  than  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds ;  and  so 
that  the  whole  of  the  monies  to  be  raised  in  the  said  city  and  county, 
be  paid  to  the  said  treasurer  of  this  State,  on  or  before  the  first  day  o! 
August  next. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaia^  That  each  of  the  Aasessore' 
assessors  of  the  said  city  and  county  of  New  York,   shall  before  he  SjJh!** 
enters  on  the  performance  of  the  duties  required  of  him  by  this  act, 
take  an  oath  before  the  said  mayor,  recorder  and  aldermen,  or  the 
major  part  of  them,  in  the  words  following,  viz.  '*  I  do  solemnly 

swear  and  declare,  that  I  will  well,  truly,  equally  and  impartially,  in 
due  proportion,  according  to  the  best  of  my  skill  knowledge  and  under- 
standing, assess  and  rate  the  freeholders  residents  and  inhabitants  of 
the  ward  for  which  I  am  assessor,  who  are  liable  to  be  rated  and 
assessed  in  pursuance  of  the  law  entitled  An  act  for  raising  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  within  the  several  counties  therein 
mentioned,  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the  said  law ; "  which  oath 
the  said  mayor  recorder  and  aldermen,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  are 
hereby  empowered,  required  and  directed  to  administer. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  asses-  FiDes  aud 
sor  or  collector  in  the  said  city  and  county,  shall  neglect  any  duty,  or  fm^^l? 
delay  any  payment  required  of  him  by  this  act,  such  delinquent  assessor  on  deiin- 
or  collector,  shall  be  liable  to  the  like  fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures,  S^wore 
and  subject  to  the  like  judgments,  executions  and  imprisonments,  as  the  {^^ore" 
assessors  or  collectors  in  the  other  counties  mentioned  in  this  act  for, 
the  like  neglects,  ommissions  or  delays  of  duty;  and  shall  be  prosecuted 
for  the  same  by  the  treasurer  of  the  State,  in  like  manner  as  if  he  was 
the  county  treasurer  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York.     That  the 
quotas  hereby  assigned  to  the  said  counties  respectively,  the  city  and 
county  of  New  York  excepted,  shall  by  the  supervisors  of  the  same  be 
apportioned  to  and  amongst  the  respective  towns,  manors,  districts  and 
precincts,  within  such  counties  respectively,  according  to  what  may  be 
deemed  their  respective  circumstances  and  abilities,  at  the  time  of  mak- 
ing such  apportionment      That  the  secretary  of  this  State,  or  his  deputy,  secretary 
shall  within  twelve  days  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  cause  a  competent  ^IiS?^  ^ 
number  of  copies  thereof  to  be  printed,  and  shall  cause  as  many  copies  copies  of . 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  supervisors  of  the  said  counties,  to  be  trans-  pHat^, 
mitted  by  special  messengers,  and  at  the  expense  of  this  State,  to  the  ^^' 
respective  clerks  of  the  supervisors,  and  such  clerk  shall  give  duplicate 
receipts  for  the  same,  each  specifying  the  day  of  such  delivery,  one 
whereof  shall  by  the  secretary,  or  his  deputy,  be  lodged  with  the  treas- 
urer of  this  State;  and  every  such  clerk  shall  within  five  days  next  after  aerksto 
the  receipt  of  such  copies,  by  circular  letters  to  be  conveyed  by  special  f^of**" 
messengers,  call  a  meeting  of  the  supervisors  for  the  purpose  aforesaid;  boards  of 
and  such  clerk  shall  within  three  days  next  after  such  apportionment  Sral^Stc. 
shall  be  made,  by  special  messengers,  cause  the  several  supervisors  who 
shall  not  be  present  at  such  meeting,  to  be  served  with  a  notice  in  writ- 
ing, of  the  sums  at  which  the  quotas  of  their  respective  towns,  manors, 
districts  or  precincts,  shall  have  been  so  apportioned.     That  in  case  of 
the  death  or  absence  of  the  supervisor,  such  notice  shall  be  served  on 
any  of  the  assessors,  and  the  supervisors  or  assessors  receiving  such 
notice,  shall  give  duplicate  receipts  therefor,  specifying  the  day  on  which 
such  notice  was  delivered;  and  the  expence  of  such  messengers  shall  be 
charged  to  the  towns,  manors,  districts  or  precincts,  whose  supervisors 
did  not  attend  at  the  meeting  aforesaid.     That  the  several  supervisors.  Assessors 
after  such  appointment  shall  be  made,  or  in  case  such  notice  as  aforesaid  ^^°2nd 
shall  be  served  on  an  assessor,  such  assessor,  shall  within  five  days  next  to  make 
after  the  day  op  which  such  notice  was  received,  convene  the  assessors,  SaeSt 
in  order  that  they  may  proceed  to  make  the  assessment  of  the  town, 
manor  district  or  precinct.     That  the  assessors  shall  thereupon  forth- 
with proceed  to  make  out.  within  twenty  days  next  after  such  assessors 
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shall  be  convened  as  aforesaid,  assessments  on  the  several  inhabitants, 
residents  and  persons  holding  or  possessing  real  or  personal  estate  within 
the  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  according  to  the  estate  and  other 
circumstances  and  ability  to  pay  taxes,  of  each  respective  person  col- 
lectively considered;  distinguishing  in  such  assessment  roll  between  the 
real  and  personal  estate  of  such  persons  respectively,  specifying  the  resi- 
dents in  the  tomi,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  and  the  residents  in  the 
county,  and  not  within  the  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct ;  and  also 
such  as  are  not  residents  of  either.  That  after  the  assessors  shall  have 
made  out  the  assessment  roll^  they  shall  cause  notifications  thereof 
in  writing  to  be  affixed  in  at  least  four  public  places  in  the  city  ward 
town  manor,  district  or  precinct,  and  shall  in  such  notification  assign  a 
time  and  place  when  and  where  they  shall  meet ;  and  that  such  time 
shall  not  be  less  than  six  days,  nor  more  than  ten  days  from  the  last 
day  of  their  last  meeting;  and  that  all  persons  who  will  attend  may 
inspect  the  assessment  roll.  That  upon  hearing  the  proofs  and  allega- 
tions of  any  person  or  persons  who  are  assessed  at  an  higher  or  lower 
rate  than  they  respectively  ought  to  be,  the  assessors  shall  add  to  or 
deduct  from  the  respective  assessments,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall 
deem  reasonable,  and  make  the  necessary  alterations  in  such  assessment- 
roll  according.  That  the  assessors  shall  be  authorized  to  adjourn  the 
said  meeting,  to  such  and  so  many  diflFerent  places  as  they  shall  deem 
most  convenient ;  and  such  meeting  may  be  continued  from  day  to  day, 
(Sundays  excepted)  until  it  shall  appear  to  the  assessors,  that  there 
hath  been  reasonable  time  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  ward,  town, 
manor,  district  or  precinct  to  have  appeared  before  them,  and  have  had 
respectively  an  hearing ;  so  as  in  the  whole  such  time  shall  not  exceed 
six  days.  That  as  soon  as  the  assessors  shall  have  compleated  the 
assessment-roll,  the  same  subscribed  by  them,  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
supervisor  or  supervisors  of  the  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  or  in 
case  of  his  or  their  death  or  absence  to  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the 
county,  whom  the  assessors  shall  notify  for  the  purpose.  That  the 
supervisor  or  justice  receiving  the  same,  shall  give  duplicate  receipts 
therefore,  specefying  the  day  on  which  the  same  was  delivered,  one  of 
which  receipts  shall  be  without  delay  transmitted  by  the  assessors  to  the 
county  treasurer.  That  such  supervisor  or  justice  shall  immediately  on 
receipt  of  such  assessment-roll,  proceed  to  make  a  rate  list.  That  the 
assessment-rolls  and  rate  lists  shall  respectively  be  of  the  form  and  upon 
the  plan  contained  in  the  schedule  hereunto  annexed.  That  the 
amount  of  the  monies  to  be  inserted  in  the  said  rate  lists  as  and  for  the 
rate  to  be  paid  by  each  respective  person,  shall  bear  such  proportion  to 
the  amount  of  the  sum  at  which  such  person  shall  be  assessed,  as  the 
whole  of  the  sum  to  be  raised  withm  the  city  ward  town,  manor  district 
or  precinct,  doth  appear  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  assessment  thereof. 
That  the  supervisor  or  supervisors,  or  such  justice,  shall  within  eight  days 
after  receiving  the  assessment  roll  complete  and  sign  the  rate  list,  and  de- 
liver to  the  collector  or  collectors,  such  parts  of  the  said  list^  signed  by 
such  supervisor  or  supervisors,  or  justice,  as  contains  the  rate  which 
such  collector  or  collectors  respectively,  are  authorized  to  collect,  taking 
duplicate  receipts  therefor,  specifying  the  day  on  which  the  same  was 
delivered,  one  whereof  shall  be  without  delay  transmitted  by  such  super- 
visor or  justice,  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county;  and  every  such  collector 
shall  without  delay,  proceed  to  levy  and  collect  the  rate  herein  after 
mentioned,  so  that  rate  payable  by  residents  in  the  town,  manor,  dis- 
trict or  precinct  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  county,  on  or  before 
the  expiration  of  eight  weeks,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  on  which 
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such  collector  shall  have  received  the  rate  list  from  the  supervisor  or 
justice ;  and  so  as  that  the  rate  payable  by  residents  within  the  county, 
not  residing  in  the  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  be  paid  into  the 
said  treasury,  on  or  before  the  expiration  of  nine  weeks  from  the  receipt 
of  such  lists  as  aforesaid ;  and  so  that  the  rate  payable  by  persons  not 
residing  within  the  county,  be  paid  into  the  said  treasury  on  or  before 
the  expiration  of  twelve  weeks  from  the  receipt  of  such  lists  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  gold  and  Gold  and 
silver  coins  only  shall  be  received  in  payment  for  the  said  rate.     That  S)  be're-*^ 
if  any  of  the  persohs  so  rated,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  rate  oeived; 
imposed  on  them,  the  collector  shall  levy  the  same  by  distress  and  sale  SSSrcing 
of  the  goods   and  chatties  of  the   persons  so  refusing  or  neglecting,  payment. 
That  where  distress  and  sale  shall  be  made  in  either  of  the  cases  above 
mentioned,  the  overplus  after  deducting  the  charges  of  such  distress 
and  sale,  shall  be  returned  to  the  person  by  reason  of  the  neglect  or 
refusal  of  whom  such  distress  and  sale  shall  have  been  made.     That 
for  want  of  goods  and  chatties  whereon  to  levy  the  rate,  the  collector 
shall  be,  and  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  commence  a  suit  in 
his  own  name,  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  and  the 
justice  or  jury  shall  give  a  verdict  and  judgment  for  the  amount  of  the 
sum  at  which  the  defendant  shall  be  so  taxed,  with  costs,  upon  the  rate 
lists  being  duly  proved  to  have  been  signed  by  the  supervisor  or  super- 
visors, or  justice ;  which  is  hereby  declared  to  be  conclusive  evidence 
to  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  recover ;  and  the  authority  and  jurisdiction  of 
such  justice  is  hereby  extended  to  all  such  actions,  notwithstanding  the 
sum  to  be  sued  for  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  ten  pounds :     And  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawfull  to  and  for  the  justice  giving  judgment  as  aforesaid, 
and  he  is  hereby  strictly  enjoined  and  required,  to  award  execution 
forthwith  after  such  judgment,  any  former  law  to  the  contrary  in  any 
wise  notwithstanding,  therein  directing  the  officer  to  make  return  of 
such  execution  within  ten  days  from  the  date  of  the  said  execution, 
and  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  rate  to  be  paid  by  the  person  against 
whom  such  execution  shall  have  been  awarded,  to  the  collector  who 
sued  for  the  same,  within  fifteen  days  from  the  date  of  such  execution  ; 
or  if  the  person  is  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  sheriff,  or  cannot  be 
found  to  give  such  collector,  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall 
be  by  the  said  collector  delivered  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county,  and 
who  is  hereby  directed  to  credit  the  said  collector  for  the  amount  of  the 
rate  mentioned  in  such  certificate.    That  the  collectors  shall  be  allowed, 
and  are  hereby  authorized  to  retain  in  their  hands  out  of  the  rates  by 
them  collected,  four  pence  in  the  pound,  for  their  services  in  the  execu-  Fees  of 
tion  of  this  act,  except  in  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  where  the  co"««*o™- 
collectors  respectively  shall  only  retain  two  pence  in  the  pound.     That 
the  county  treasurers  shall  pay  the  monies  they  shall  respectively  from 
time  to  time  receive  from  the  collectors,  into  the  treasury  of  this  State, 
within  fifteen  days  next  after  the  days  and  times  in  which  the  collectors 
by  this  act,  are  directed  and  required  to  pay  the  same  into  the  county 
treasury.     That  the  several  county  treasurers  shall  be  allowed  and  are  Pees  of 
hereby  authorized  to  retain  in  their  hands  out  of  the  monies  they  shall  treiSurere. 
respectively  receive  from  the  collectors,  a  commission  of  eight  shillings 
for   every   hundred   pounds,   for  their  services  in  receiving  the  said 
monies,  and  paying  the  same  into  the  treasury  of  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  dforesaid^  That  the  supervi-  Special 
sor  or  justice,  shall  and  may  call* special  town  meetings  for  election,  in  inSTtomi' 
case  of  the  death,  refusal  to  serve  or  removal  of  any  assessor  or  col-  ▼acancies. 
lector,  shall  cause  an  assessment-roll  and  rate  list  to  be  fairly  made  out, 
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sign  the  rate  list,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  delivered  to  the  collector  or 
collectors,  and  a  copy  thereof  to  be  filed  with  the  treasurer  of  the 
county,  and  the  said  treasurer  shall  cause  the  collectors  to  appear  before 
him  from  time  to  time,  and  at  such  times  and  at  such  places  within  the 
county,  as  he  shall  appoint,  to  render  an  account  of  the  monies  they 
shall  have  respectively  collected,  and  of  the  rates  which  shall  remain 
unpaid,  and  to  direct  the  collectors  to  pay  the  monies  which  they  shall 
severally  have  in  hand,  into  the  county  treasury. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  every  person 
who  being  an  inhabitant  in  the  southern  district  of  this  State,  at  the 
time  of  the  invasion  thereof  by  the  troops  of  the  King  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, who  removed  from  the  said  district  into  any  part  of  this  or  ajiy 
other  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  consequence  of  the  said  in- 
vasion, and  whose  stated  residence  has  from  the  time  aforesaid  until 
the  first  day  of  March  1783,  been  in  such  parts  of  this  State,  or  any 
other  of  the  United  States,  not  in  the  power  or  possession  of  the  said 
troops,  and  every  other  person  whose  stated  residence  during  the  late 
war  has  been  in  such  parts  of  this  or  any  other  of  the  United  States,  not 
in  the  power  or  possession  of  the  said  troops,  shall  be  exempted  from 
paying  any  part  of  the  rate  imposed  in  and  by  this  act.  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  assessors,  and  they  are  hereby  re- 
quired, to  omit  the  names  of  such  persons  respectively,  in  forming  the 
assessment-rolls  directed  in  and  by  this  act  to  be  made  by  such  assess- 
ors. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  col- 
lector shall  not  pay  the  several  rates  which  by  virtue  of  this  act  he  is 
directed  to  pay  into  the  county  treasury,  on  the  days  and  times  therein 
before  specifyed,  that  then  and  in  every  such  case  the  treasurer  of  the 
county,  shall  and  he  is  hereby  strictly  enjoined  and  required,  to  issue  a 
warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal,  directed  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county, 
commanding  him  to  levy  such  deficiency  by  distress  and  immediate  sale 
of  the  lands  and  tenements,  goods  and  chatties  of  such  delinquint  col- 
lector, which  deficiency,  and  the  time  when  the  same  became  deficient, 
shall  be  specified  in  the  warrant;  and  such  sheriff  shall  make  return 
within  twenty  days  from  the  date  of  such  warrant,  and  with  such  return 
pay  any  monies  which  may  have  come  into  his  hands  by  virtue  of  such 
distress  and  sale  to  the  said  treasurer,  and  shall  for  want  of  sufficient 
lands  and  tenements  goods  and  chatties  whereon  to  levy  the  whole 
amount  of  such  deficiency,  commit  such  delinquint  collector  to  the 
common  gaol,  there  to  remain  without  bail  or  mainprize,  until  such  de- 
ficiency shall  be  paid.  Provided  always,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful for  the  county  treasurer  to  allow  such  collector,  upon  any  settle- 
ment, subsequent  to  such  distress  and  sale,  or  prior  thereto,  if  any  such 
settlement  shall  be  made,  the  amount  of  the  rates  due  from  persons  who 
after  assessment,  and  before  the  times  respectively  limited  for  payment 
into  the  treasury,  shall  have  removed  out  of  the  city,  town,  manor,  dis- 
trict, or  precinct,  and  upon  such  collectors  making  oath  that  such  re- 
moved persons  are  not  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  within  the  county, 
and  have  not  left  sufficient  lands  or  tenements  goods  or  chatties  within 
the  district,  and  shall  also  allow\  the  said  collector,  the  amount  of  all 
monies  due  from  persons  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  sheriff  by  a 
justice,  for  non  payment  of  rates,  and  shall  farther  allow  for  such  rate 
as  may  not  have  come  to  his  hands,  by  the  sale  of  any  lands  by  the 
supervisor  or  justice,  as  hereinafter  directed. 

And  be  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  county 
treasurer  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  any  monies  paid  unto  him    by 
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the  collectors  or  any  of  them,  or  by  the  sheriff  in  manner  aforesaid,  or  county 
shall  not  in  case  of  deficiency  issue  his  warrant  as  herein  before  di-  Jo^^S^JSS. 
rected,  that  then  or  in  any  of  the  cases  aforesaid,  after  receiving  the 
certificate  herein  after  mentioned,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
treasurer  of  this  State  at  the  expiration  of  thirty  days,  next  after  the 
days  and  times  oa  which  the  collectors  are  directed  by  this  act  to  pay 
the  rate  into  the  county  treasury,  and  he  is  hereby  strictly  enjoined  and 
required,  to  proceed  against  such  delinquent  county  treasurer,  in  like 
manner  as  such  county  treasurer  is  authorized  by  the  last  preceeding 
section,  to  proceed  against  a  delinquent  collector.  Provided  always 
that  in  any  settlement  with  a  county  treasurer,  he  shall  allow  such  dis- 
count from  the  county  rate,  as  the  collectors  severally  are  legally  intitled 
to  by  virtue  of  the  last  preceeding  section. 

And  to  enable  the  treasurer  of  this  State  to  determine  whether  the  How  deUa 
county  treasurers  respectively,  have  performed  the  duties  enjoined  in  treaaSer 
and  by  this  act,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  treasurer  of  J^Sed 
the  State,  either  by  himself  or  some  person  to  be  appointed  by  the  said 
treasurer,  from  time  to  time  to  apply  to  any  of  the  judges  of  the  inferior 
court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county  in  which  such  treasurer  resides, 
who  is  hereby  authorized  by  summons  under  the  hand  of  such  judge, 
directed  to  any  of  the  constables  of  the  county,  to  summon  such  county 
treasurer  to  appear  before  such  judge,  at  a  day  in  such  summons  men- 
tioned, which  day  shall  not  be  less  than  six  nor  more  than  ten  days 
from  the  date  of  such  summons;  and  if  such  county  treasurer  shall  not 
appear  at  the  day  and  place  in  such  summons  mentioned,  or  if  appear- 
ing, shall  not  make  it  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  such  judge,  either  by 
his  own  oath,  or  the  testimony  of  any  other  person  or  persons,  that  such 
county  treasurer  hath  done  and  performed  all  the  matters  and  things 
which  in  and  by  this  act  such  county  treasurer  is  directed  to  do  and 
perform,  that  then  the  judge  shall  give  a  certificate  to  the  treasurer  of 
this  State,  or  the  person  appearing  before  such  judge  in  behalf  of  the 
said  treasurer,  proporting  that  such  county  treasurer  hath  not  performed 
the  duties  in  and  by  this  act  prescribed;  and  such  certificate  shall  be 
retained  by  the  treasurer  of  this  State  in  his  possession. 

And  be  it  furtJier  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  sheriff  Penalty 
shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  execute  any  warrant  to  him  directed  by  virtue  JS'ghSSfl?* 
of  this  act,  such  sheriff,  shall  for  every  neglect  or  refusal  forfeit  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  the  treasurer  in  his  own 
name  for  the  use  of  the  people  of  this  State,  in  like  manner  as  in  and  by 
this  act  is  directed  with  respect  to  the  recovery  of  rates  from  the  per- 
sons who  shall  be  rated  in  pursuance  of  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  assessors  Assesson 
or  a  majority  of  them,  may  by  writing  under  their  hands,  summons  any  ™2n  wi?" 
person  actually  resident  within  the  city,  town,  manor,  district  or  pre- 
cinct, to  appear  before  them  at  such  time  and  such  place  within  the 
city,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct  respectively  as  they  may  think 
proper,  to  be  examined  on  oath  or  if  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  on 
affirmation,  which  oath  or  affirmation  the  assessors,  or  a  majority  of 
them,  are  hereby  authorized  to  administer,  touching  the  value  or  amount 
of  any  personal  estate;  and  if  the  person  so  to  be  summoned,  shall  not 
upon  being  served  with  such  summons,  appear  before  the  assessors,  or 
appearing  shall  refuse  to  answer  to  interrogatories  upon  oath,  or  if  of 
the  people  called  Quakers  on  affirmation,  touching  the  value  or  amount 
of  the  personal  estate  of  any  person  or  persons,  within  such  city,  town, 
manor,  district  or  precinct,  the  person  or  persons  so  offending  shall  for 
every  such  offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  ^y^  pounds,  to  be  recovered  with 
90 
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costs  in  an  action  of  debt,  in  the  name  of  the  treasurer  of  the  county; 
and  when  recovered  paid  in  like  manner  as  last  aforesaid,  so  as  the  per- 
son to  be  summoned,  shall  not  be  compelled  to  answer  to  any  interro- 
gatories, touching  the  value  or  amount  of  his  or  her  property.  Provided 
always,  that  no  such  evidence  shall  be  conclusive  for  forming  any  as- 
sessment, but  that  the  assessors,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  determine  the 
actual  value  of  such  personal  property  as  aforesaid,  by  such  evidence  as 
aforesaid,  or  any  other  means,  which  in  their  judgment,  may  be  deemed 
most  proper  for  estimating  such  actual  value.    ' 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  ministers 
of  the  gospel  shall  not  be  rated  by  virtue  of  this  act  for  their  salaries. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  super- 
visor or  justice  of  the  peace,  or  supervisors  clerk,  shall  neglect  or  refuse 
to  execute  any  of  the  duties  enjoined  on  him  by  this  act,  or  if  any  col- 
lector, shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  appear  before  the  treasurer  of  the 
county  as  aforesaid,  when  duly  notified  by  writing  under  his  hand  ;  or 
if  any  collector  shall  refuse  to  render  an  account  to  the  said  treasurer 
of  the  county  as  aforesaid,  in  manner  herein  before  directed,  when 
thereunto  required  by  the  said  treasurer  of  the  county  ;  or  if  the  asses- 
sors shall  neglect  to  complete  the  assessments,  within  the  time  by  the 
said  supervisor  or  supervisors,  or  such  justice  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid, 
from  time  to  time  to  be  assigned,  the  person  or  persons  so  offending 
shall  for  each  and  every  such  offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  twenty  poundS 
to  the  people  of  this  State,  to  be  recovered  by  action  in  the  name  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  county,  in  assumpsit  for  monies  received  to  the  use  of  the 
plaintiff,  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  in  which  such  neglect 
or  refusal  shall  happen,  with  costs  of  suit ;  and  such  forfeiture  when  re- 
covered shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  State.  And  it  is  hereby 
expressly  made  the  duty  of  the  supervisor  or  supervisors,  or  such  justice 
of  the  peace  as  aforesaid,  to  report  such  offenders  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  county  :  And  it  is  hereby  expressly  made  the  duty  of  the  said  treas- 
urer, to  sue  and  prosecute  for  the  recovery  of  any  such  penalty,  to  pay 
the  same  when  recovered  into  the  treasury  of  this  State ;  and  such  suit 
shall  and  may  be  prosecuted  to  effect,  although  the  treasurer  in  whose 
name  the  same  shall  be  commenced,  should  die^  resign  or  be  displaced. 

And  be  it  further  encuted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  super- 
visor, or  such  justice  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  severally  allowed 
for  their  respective  services  and  expenses  for  every  day  they  shall  be 
severally  employed  in  executing  the  business  by  this  act  committed  to 
them  the  sum  of  eight  shillings,  and  that  the  assessors  shall  be  allowed 
and  paid  for  their  services  and  expenses  for  each  day  they  shall  be 
respectively  actually  employed  in  making  the  assessments  in  pursuance 
of  this  act,  the  like  sum  of  eight  shillings,  which  wages  of  the  supervi- 
sors, justices  of  peace  and  assessors  as  aforesaid  shall  be  allowed  and  paid, 
as  the  contingent  charges  of  the  county  are  allowed  and  paid,  to  be 
charged  nevertheless  to  the  city,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  in 
which  the  same  shall  respectively  arise. 

Afld  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  where  lands 
not  being  in  the  possession  or  held  by  any  person  residing  in  the 
county  in  which  the  lands  lie,  are  assessed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  the 
collector  upon  enquiry  shall  find  that  the  person  whose  name  is  men- 
tioned in  the  rate  list,  as  the  holder  of  any  lands  within  the  city,  town, 
manor,  district  or  precinct  doth  not  reside  in  the  county  in  which  the 
lands  lie,  that  then  the  collector  shall  apply  to  any  two  of  the  assessors 
of  the  city,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct  for  a  description  of  the 
lands  for  which  the  person  whose  name  is  mentioned  in  the  list  is  in- 
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tended  to  be  rated,  and  such  assessors  are  hereby  required  to  make 
such  description  of  such  lands,  and  subscribe  the  same  with  their  names, 
and  deliver  the  same  to  the  collector ;  and  that  thereupon  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  collector  of  the  city,  town,  manor,  district  or  pre- 
cinct, in  which  such  lands  lie  to  be  published  in  any  of  the  public  news 
papers  printed  in  this  State  for  eight  weeks  successively,  a  general  de- 
scription of  the  said  lands,  the  city,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct, 
in  which  the  said  lands  lie,  the  name  or  names  of  the  supposed  owner 
or  owners  of  the  said  lands,  the  sura. assessed  on  the  same,  and  the  time 
when  the  said  sum  ought  to  be  paid ;  and  requiring  such  person  or  per- 
sons as  are  interested  in  the  said  lands  or  any  part  thereof  to  pay  him 
the  sum  assessed  on  the  same  within*  ten  days  after  the  expiration  of  the 
said  eight  weeks ;  and  that  in  case  the  sum  so  assessed,  is  not  paid  at 
the  day  mentioned  in  the  said  publication,  that  part  of  the  said  lands 
will  be  sold  at  public  vendue  to  the  highest  bidder,  for  the  payment  of 
the  sum  assessed  on  the  same,  at  the  day  in  the  said  notice  mentioned 
at  the  place  in  the  city,  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,  in  which  the 
lands  lie,  at  which  the  town  meetings  are  most  usually  held,  and  which 
day  appointed  for  the  sale  shall  not  be  more  than  eight  days  nor  less 
than  four  days  from  the  expiration  of  such  time  limited  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  irate  by  such  publication  ;  and  in  case  the  rate  assessed  on 
the  lands  with  all  the  charges  attending  the  said  publication  be  not  paid 
to  the  said  collector  within  the  said  time  so  to  be  limited,  that  then  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  such  collector,  to  make  return  of 
the  amount  of  the  said  rate,  and  the  description  of  the  lands  on  which 
the  same  was  assessed,  so  signed  by  the  assessors  aforesaid,  to  any  of 
the  supervisors  of  the  city  town  manor  district  or  precinct.  That  such  Sale  of 
supervisor  shall  at  the  day  and  place  appointed  by  the  said  advertise-  JjJJJjlpay!' 
ment  between  the  hours  of  ten  in  the  forenoon,  and  four  in  the  after-  ment. 
noon,  sell  and  dispose  of  such  lands  at  public  vendue  or  outcry  to  the 
best  bidder,  and  at  the  time  of  the  sale  such  person  or  persons  as  will 
accept  of  the  least  quantity  of  lands  to  pay  the  rate  due,  and  all  charges 
which  such  supervisor  shall  then  make  a  true  accQunt  of,  shall  be 
deemed  the  best  bidder ;  and  upon  such  sale  such  supervisor  shall  cause 
such  land  so  sold  to  be  surveyed  and  shall  them  make  sign  seal  and 
deliver  a  deed  for  such  lands  (upon  receipt  of  the  purchase  money)  to 
the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof  ;  which  deed  so  made  and  executed  * 
shall  be  a  sufficient  title  both  in  law  and  equity  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses whatsoever ;  and  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  of  such  lands  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  and  their  respective  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  be  thereby 
severally  vested  with,  and  entitled  to  an  estate  in  fee  simple  of  in  and 
to  the  said  lands.  That  the  supervisor  shall  immediately  upon  the 
receipt  of  the  purchase  money,  pay  the  amount  of  the  rate  imposed  on 
the  lands  of  which  part  shall  be  sold  as  aforesaid  to  the  collector. 
Provided  always  that  such  deeds  shall  be  entered  on  the  records  of  the 
county  in  which  the  lands  lie  within  sixty  days  after  such  sale,  being 
first  duly  proved.  And  provided  also,  that  the  lands  so  to  be  sold  in 
pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  be  surveyed  and  laid  out  in  one  entire  piece, 
and  at  one  end  or  side  of  the  tract  out  of  which  the  same  is  sold. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  any  lands  state  lands 
vested  in  the  people  of  this  State  as  sovereign  thereof  shall  not  be  sub-  «*®™p^^<^- 
ject  to  be  rated  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  several  Tax  to  be 
sums  charged  on  the  city  and  counties  aforesaid  shall  be  raised  in  each  fug^a^n/^^ 
of  them  in  two  installments,  the  first  one  half  by  the  time  herein  before  menu. 
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designated,  and  the  other  half  in  like  manner  so  as  that  the  last  be  paid 
into  the  treasury  of  this  State  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next 

And  whereas  certain  sums  of  money  were  taken  on  loan  for  the  use 
of  this  State,  and  several  quantities  of  cloathing  purchased  by  the  com- 
missioners appointed  in  virtue  of  the  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissioners  to  procure  monies  on  loan,  and  cloathing  for 
the  use  of  this  State. 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  auditor  of  this  State  to  audit  the 
accounts  of  the  said  commissioners,  and  that  the  treasurer  of  this  State 
shall  after  such  accounts  have  been  audited  and  filed  with  him,  pay 
such  sums  of  money  as  shall  appear  due  for  principal  and  interest  on 
such  accounts,  to  the  several  persons  to  whom  the  same  are  respect- 
ively due,  out  of  the  monies  to  be  raised  in  pursuance  of  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  collect- 
suspended  j^g  q£  ^^  j.^^g  imposed  by  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  appointment  of 
commissioners  to  procure  monies  on  loan  and  cloathing  for  the  use  of 
this  State,  passed  the  seventh  day  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty  one,  and  all  proceedings  on  the  said  act,  shall  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  suspended  untill  the  first  day  of  January  next 

And  be  it  further  encuted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  second 
clause  or  section  of  the  act  entitled  "An  for  raising  monies  by  tax  " 
passed  the  25th  day  of  March  1783,  shall  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared 
to  be  repealed:  And  that  if  the  collection  of  the  tax  therein  men- 
tioned shall  have  been  proceeded  on,  and  any  parts  of  the  said  tax 
shall  have  been  paid,  the  several  county  treasurers  are  hereby  required 
to  repay  the  same  to  the  respective  collectors  from  whom  the  same  was 
received;  the  several  collectors  are  hereby  required  by  advertisement 
to  be  published  by  such  collectors  respectively  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  July  next  to  notify  all  persons  from  whom  they  have  respectively 
collected  the  said  tax  severally  to  come  and  receive  the  same;  and  the 
said  several  collectors  are  hereby  also  required  to  return  to  each  person 
the  tax  so  by  him  or  her  paid  as  aforesaid. 
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pealed. 


SCHEDULE. 
Assessment-Roll. 


Assess- 
ment-roll. 

Persons  re- 
siding in 
the....  of.... 

J 

-8 

Persons  re- 
siding in 
the  county 
and  not  in 
the.  ..  of.... 

1 

Persons  not 
residing  in 

nor  in  the 
county. 

^1 

£ 

A....  B 

;Cioo 

£,10 

A...  B 

£,tOQ 

£50 

A....  B 

;CxOO 

£y> 

Tax  list. 


Persons  re- 
siding in 
the....  of.... 

i 

fl 

£ 

A....-B 

;Cioo 

so 

The  Tax  List. 


Persons  re- 
siding in 
the  county 
and  not  in 
the....  of.... 


;^IOO 


£y> 


Persons  not 

residing  in 

the....  of.... 

nor  in  the 

county. 


/too 


Chap.  59.]  SEVENTH  SESSION.  717 


CHAP.  59. 

AN  ACT  for    granting  relief  to  heirs    executors  devisees  and 
legatees,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  loth  of  May,  1784. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  that  in  the  course  of  the  late  war  between  Preamble. 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America,  many  things  have  been 
done  and  transacted  by  executors  who  remained  within  the  Brittish  lines 
against  the  express  intention  of  their  respective  testators,  and  in  viola- 
tion of  the  rights  of  orphans,  and  widows,  whose  distresses  demand  the 
attention  of  the  legislature. 

Be  it  therefore  etiacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  repre-  Prooeed- 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  ^S^gt  ab- 
of  the  same.  That  where  any  trustees,  executors,  devisees,  legatees  or  sent  exec- 
persons  whatsoever,  under  any  last  will  or  testament,  or  by  virtue  of  ^  ^"^  **^ 
letters  of  administration,  have  enjoyed,  used  or  received  the  whole  or 
any  part  of  the  real  or  personal  estate  of  their  testators,  or  intestates 
respectively,  or  the  rents,  issues  or  profits  thereof,  for  which  they  have 
not  rendered  a  due  account,  nor  made  due  satisfaction  to  other  parties, 
in  trust  or  interest  under  the  same  last  will  or  testament,  or  as  lawful 
representative  or  representatives  of  the  same  intestate  and  have  with- 
drawn themselves  out  of  this  State,  antecedent  to  the  time  of  passing 
this  act,  the  remaining  trustees  executors  or  parties  interested,  in  what- 
soever manner,  under  such  last  will  or  testament  or  otherwise,  as  legal 
representatives  of  the  testator  or  intestate,  may  proceed  against  such 
absent  trustees,  executors,  devisees,  legatees,  or  other  persons,  by  filing 
a  bill  in  the  court  of  chancery  of  this  State;  and  if  any  defendant  or 
defendants,  in  such  suit  against  whom  any  subpoena  or  other  process 
shall  issue,  shall  not  cause  his,  her,  or  their  appearance,  to  be  entered, 
upon  such  process  within  such  time  and  in  such  manner  as,  according 
to  the  rules  of  the  court,  the  same  ought  to  have  been  entered,  in  case 
such  process  had  been  duly  served,  and  an  affidavit  or  affidavits  shall  be 
made  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  court,  that  there  is  just  ground  to 
believe  that  such  defendant  or  defendants,  is  or  are  not  within  the  State, 
and  was  or  were  not  to  be  found,  so  as  to  be  served  with  such  process 
then  and  in  such  case  the  said  court  may  make  an  order  directing  and 
appointing  such  defendant  or  defendants  to  appear  at  a  certain  day 
therein  to  be  named,  and  a  copy  of  such  order  shall  within  fourteen  days 
after  the  same  has  been  made,  be  incerted  in  one  or  more  of  the  news- 
papers printed  in  this  State,  for  such  term  as  the  court  shall  direct  not 
exceeding  eighteen  months  and  which  term  shall  expire  before  the  time 
limitted  in  such  order  for  the  appearance  of  such  defendant,  or  defend- 
ants, and  another  copy  thereof  shall  be  affixed  up  within  the  same  term, 
upon  one  of  the  doors  of  the  court  house  in  the  county  where  such 
defendant,  or  defendants  did  last  usually  reside.  And  if  the  defendant,  order  of 
or  defendants  do  not  appear  within  the  time  limitted  by  such  order,  or  JuJfc*'* 
within  such  further  time  as  the  court  shall  appoint,  then  on  proof  made 
of  such  publication  of  such  order  as  aforesaid,  the  court  being  satisfied 
of  the  truth  thereof,  may  order  the  plaintiff's  bill  to  be  tdiken  pro  confesso^ 
and  may  make  such  decree  thereupon  as  shall  be  thought  just,  and  may 
thereupon  issue  process  to  compel  the  performance  of  such  decree,  either 
by  an  immediate  sequestration  and  sale  of  the  real  and  personal  estate 
and  effects  of  the  party  so  absenting  (if  any  such  can  be  found)  or  such 
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part  thereof  as  may  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  plaintiff 
or  plaintiffs  in  such  suit,  or  otherwise  as  the  nature  of  the  case  shall 
require.     And  the  said  court  may  likewise  order  such  plaintiff  or  plan- 
tiffs  to  be  paid  and  satisfied,  his,  her,  or  their  demapds  out  of  the  estate 
or  effects  so  sequestered  and  sold,  or  otherwise  according  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  such  decree.     Provided  that  it  shall  be  in  the 
discretion  of  the  said  court  in  cases  which  shall  appear  to  the  said  court 
to  render  such  a  provision  just  and  necessary,  to  give  a  day,  to  such 
Daygivea  absent  persons,  or  their  representatives,  not  exceeding  eighteen  kalender 
ance  o^^ab^  months  from  the  time  of  making  such  decree,  to  apply  to  the  said  court 
tfw!  ^^^'    ^^^  ^  rehearing  and  revisal  of  the  same,  and  also  to  require  of  the  plain- 
tiff or  plaintiffs,  sufficient  security  in  such  sum  as  the  court  shall  think 
proper,  to  abide  such  order  touching  the  restitution  of  such  estate  or 
effects,  or  the  money  arising  from  such  sale  as  the  court  shall  think 
proper  to  make  concerning  the  same  upon  the  defendant  or  defendants 
appearance  to  defend  such  suit,  and  paying  such  costs  to  the  plaintiff 
or  plaintiffs,  as  the  court  shall  order;  but  in  case  such  plaintiff  or  plain- 
tiffs shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  give  such  security  as  aforesaid  then  the 
said  court  shall  order  the  estate  or  effects  so  sequestered  or  the  money 
arising  from  the  sale  to  remain  under  the  direction  of  the  court,  either 
by  oppointing  a  receiver  thereof,  or  otherwise  as  to  the  said  court  shall 
seem  meet,  until  the  appearance  of  the  defendant  or  defendants  to  defend 
such  suit,  and  his,  her,  or  their  paying  such  costs  to  the  plaintiff  or  plain- 
tiffs as  the  said  court  shall  think  reasonable,  or  until  such  order  shall  be 
Distribu-    made  therein  as  the  court  shall  think  proper.     Provided  also,  that  if  it 
tatewnong  should  happen  that  an  attachment  should  have  been  sued  out  while 
fncMMof  ^^^^  cause  is  depending  in  the  said  court  of  chancery  against  the  estate 
attach-       and  effects  of  such  absent  persons,  according  to  any  law  of  this  State 
™®°**         in  such  case  made  and  provided,  then  in  such  case  it  shall  only  be  the 
duty  of  the  said  court  to  ascertain  by  their  decree  the  sum  or  sums  of 
money  due  to  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  (unless  the  demand  of  such  plain- 
tiff or  plaintiffs  be  of  some  real  estate,  held  in  trust  for  his,  her,  or  their 
benefit  for  the  possessing  and  disposing  whereof  the  aid  of  the  said 
court  may  be  necessary)  and  such  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  shall  be  intitled 
to  his,  her  or  their,  proportion,  in  the  distribution  of  the  estate  and  effects 
of  such  absent  person  or  persons,  according  to  the  sum  or  sums  ascer- 
tained in  the  said  decree,  and  in  common  with  the  other  creditors  of  the 
said  absent  persons  according  to  any  law  of  this  State  as  aforesaid;  and 
in  case  the  time  for  making  such  distribution  according  to  law  shall 
arive  before  such  decreee  shall  be  made  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  in  such 
case  be  the  duty  of  the  trustees  appointed  pursuant  to  such  law,  on  due 
notice  to  them  from  the  plaintiff  or  plaiptiffs  of  such  suit  depending  in 
the  said  court,  to  take  sufficient  security  from  the  creditors  for  whose 
benefit  such  distribution  shall  be  made,  to  refund  so  much  of  their 
respective  shares  as  may  be  necessary  to  satisfy  such  plaintiff  or  plain- 
tiffs for  his  or  their  dividend  of  the  proportion  or  proportions  of  the 
estate  and  effects  of  such  absent  persons,  to  which  he,  she,  or  they  may 
become  intitled  by  the  decree  of  the  court  aforesaid,  to  be  made  as 
aforesaid. 
In  case  of       And  whereas  in  some  cases  special  powers  have  been  granted  by  les- 
remarning  tators  to  executors  and  trustees  in  and  by  the  last  wills  and  testaments 
«*®c"^oj8   of  such  testators,  to  be  exercised  by  the  said  trustees  and  executors,  or 
have  full    the  survivors  of  them  jointly,  which  powers,  by  the  removal  of  some 
power  to    Qf  ^^  g^j^  trustees  or  executors  from  the  State,  cannot  now  be  executed 
agreeable   to   the   intentions   of   such   testators.     Be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid^  That  where  two  or  more  trustees  or  executors  have 
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been  appointed  by  any  will  or  wills  within  this  State,  with  joint  power 
to  execute  and  perform  certain  trusts  therein  contained,  and  one  or 
more  of  such  trustees,  or  executors,  have  left  this  State,  without  dis- 
charging the  duty  or  duties  required  of  them  by  the  said  wills  respec- 
tively, agreeable  to  the  intentions  of  the  testators  thereof,  that  in  such 
case  the  trustee  or  trustees,  executor  or  executors  now  remaining  in 
this  State,  and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them  shall  have,  and  is  and 
are  hereby  invested  with  all  the  powers  and  authorities  in  the  said  wills 
respectively  contained,  as  if  all  the  trustees  or  executors  named  in  such 
wills  respectively,  were  personally  present. 

And  whereas  by  the  circumstances  of  the  late  war,  trustees  and  exec- 
utors under  last  wills  have,  in  many  instances,  suffered  the  times  in  and 
by  the  said  last  wills  limited  for  the  sale  of  real  estate  belonging  to  their 
testators  respectively  to  lapse  without  making  the  said  sale,  pursuant  to 
the  authority  to  them  for  that  purpose  given,  whereby  they  can  no 
longer  perform  the  trusts  incumbent  upon  them,  according  to  the  said 
last  wills,  without  application  to  the  court  of  chancery  for  an  extension 
of  the  time  limitted,  which  would  be  productive  of  delay  and  expence 
Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid   That  where  rpj^g  i^^ 
the  time  limited  by  any  last  will  within  this  State,  for  the  sale  of  any  perform- 
real  estate  belonging  to  the  testator,  has  expired  at  any  time  since  the  specific 
nineteenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  JJJJjJJ' 
hundred  and  seventy  five,  and  before  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  person  to  whom  such  power  was 
given,  or  such  of  the  said  persons  as  now  remain  within  this  State,  the 
survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  to  carry  int;o  execution  the  said  trusts 
as  though  the  time  so  limited  had  not  expired;  and  that  the  time  men- 
tioned in  any  such  last  will  for  the  execution  of  such  trusts  shall  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  May  next  ensuing. 

And  whereas  during  the  time  which  the  southern  district  of  this  State 
was  in  possession  of  the  fleets  and  armies  of  the  king  of.  Great  Britain, 
many  wills  were  proved  and  letters  testamentary  were  granted  in  the 
said  district  by  or  under  authority  derived  from  the  said  king ;  and 
whereas  it  is  necessary  for  the  benefit  of  widows  and  orphans  to  con- 
firm the  said  proceedings.    Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  Probate  of 
all  and  every  probate  or  probates,  or  letters  testamentary,   issued  or  J^uJiern 
granted  out  of  th-e  office  of  any  person  or  persons  residing  in   the  distrlci 
southern  district  of  this  State  and  deriving  authority  from  or  under  the  ww-rfegai^ 
king  of  Great  Britain  for  that  purpose,  from  and  between  the  fifteenth  '*«<*• 
day  of  September  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy 
six,  (and  the  twenty  fifth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty  three,  is,  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be  con- 
firmed and  made  valid  in  the  law,  to  all  intents  constructions  and  pur 
poses  whatsoever,  in  like  manner  as  if  the  said  probates  or  letters 
testamentary,  and  every  of  them  had  been  granted  or  issued  by  any 
officer  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  people  of  this  State;  unless  Parties  a«- 
the  person  or  persons  who  may  conceive  themselves  aggrieved  by  such  Siy^have 
probate  or  probates  or  letters  testamentary  shall  within  eighteen  kal-  bearing, 
ender  months  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  file  a  caveat  in  the  office  of 
the  judge  of  probates  of  this  State,  against  the  confirming  of  such  pro- 
bate or  letters  testamentary,  and  procure  to  be  issued  out  of  the  said 
court  of  probates,  a  citation,  citing  the  parties  interested  under  such 
probate  or  letters  testamentary,  to  appear  before  the  judge  of  probates, 
in  order  that  a  full  hearing  may  be  had  thereon,  and  justice  done  therein. 
Provided  that  the  original  wills,  probates  and  letters  testamentary  as 
aforesaid  respectively  be  recorded  in  the  probate  office  of  this  State  for 


720 


LAWS  OF  NEW  YORK. 


[Chap.  6o. 


Act  not  ex- 
tended to 
forfeited 
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the  information  of  all  such  persons  whom  it  may  in  any  wise  concern 
as  in  other  cases  where  wills  have  been  proved  according  to  law. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  nothing  in 
this  act  contained  shall  be  deemed  or  construed  in  any  manner  to  ex- 
tend to,  or  afifect  any  real  or  personal  estate  which  may  be  vested  in 
the  people  of  this  State  by  the  attainder  or  conviction  of  any  person  or 
persons  whatsoever. 


CHAP.  60. 


Preamble. 


Commls- 
sionen  to 
grant 
waste  and 
unappro- 

f>Tlated 
ands. 


Lands  to 
be  laid  out 
in  town- 
ships. 


AN  ACT  to  encourage  the  settlement  of  the  waste  and  unappro- 
priated lands  within  this  State. 

Passed  the  loth  of  May,  1784- 

Whereas  the  wealth  strength  and  prosperity  of  this  State  will  be 
greatly  promoted,  by  the  settlement  of  the  waste  and  unappropriated 
lands  within  the  same. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  repre^ 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same^  That  his  excellency  the  governor  or  person  administring  the 
government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  the  lieutenant  governor, 
the  speaker  of  the  assembly,  the  secretary  of  the  State,  the  attorney 
general,  the  treasurer,  and  the  auditor  of  this  State  respectively  for  the 
time  being  shall  be  and  they  hereby  are  constituted  and  appointed  com- 
missioners to  direct  the  laying  out,  and  for  granting  and  disposing  of, 
waste  and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same,  in  such  manner  and 
form,  and  according  to  such  powers  and  directions,  as  shall  from  time 
to  time  be  conferred  and  prescribed  by  the  legislature;  and  all  and 
every  the  powers  and  trusts  to  be  vested  in  them  by  this  or  any  future 
act,  shall  and  may  be  lawfully  executed  by  any  three  of  them,  the  gover- 
nor or  person  administring  the  government  for  the  time  being,  to  be 
always  one. 

And  be  it  further  cfiacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  commissioners,  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  and  directed,  to  lay  out,  and  grant,  all  the  waste  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in  this  State,  not  already  set  apart  by  law  for  other 
purposes,  and  shall  cause  such  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  to  be 
delineated  in  a  map  or  maps,  and  to  be  subdivided  on  the  same  into 
townships  of  six  miles  square,  as  nearly  as  circumstances  will  permit, 
and  in  such  manner  that  each  township  shall  not  contain  more  then 
twenty  three  thousand  and  forty  acres,  and  to  be  numbered  from  num- 
ber one  progressively,  and  such  map  or  maps  being  subscribed  by  the 
said  commissioners,  shall  be  recorded  in  the  secretarys  office,  and  then 
lodged  with  the  surveyor  general;  duplicates  thereof  being  also  deliv- 
ered to  the  governor  or  person  administring  the  government,  for  the 
time  being,  to  all  which  maps,  and  "records  in  the  office  of  the  secretary 
and  surveyor  general  respectively,  every  person  or  persons  may  have 
access;  and  thereupon  the  governor  or  person  administring  the  gov- 
ernment for  the  time  being,  by  proclamation,  shall  forthwith  inform  the 
people  of  the  proceedings  aforesaid,  and  that  all  who  may  be  desirous 
of  making  settlements  shall  receive  grants  for  lands  according  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act.  Which  proclamation  shall  be 
published  at  least  for  four  weeks  in  two  or  more  of  the  newspapers 
of.  this  State,  and  no  petition  shall  be  received  or  deemed  of  any  valid- 
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ity,  until  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  four  weeks.     Provided  always,  Proviso,  as 
that  all  lands  legally  purchased  of  the  native  Indians  prior  to  the  four-  ^JSh^d 
teenth  day  of  October  in  the  year  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  of  native 
seventy  five,  and  which  do  not  lay  westerly  of  a  line  being  at  the  north-   ^  *"*" 
east  comer  of   the   State  of  Pennsylvania,  thence  running  northerly 
along  the  west  bank  of  the  Mohawk  or  westerly  branch  of  Delaware 
river,  and  up  that  river  to  opposite  where  Tianaderha  falls  into  Susque- 
hanna, thence  to  Tianaderha,  and  up  the  west  side  thereof,  and  the  west 
side  of  its  west  branch,  to  the  head  thereof,  and  thence  to  Canada  creek, 
where  it  empties  into  Wood  creek,  shall  not  be  subject  to  be  granted  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  but  the  claimants  of  the  same  shall  be  at  liberty  at  any 
time  within  one  year  from  passing  of  this  act,  to  represent  their  respec- 
tive claims  to  the  legislature,  that  such  provision  may  be  made  therein, 
as  justice  shall  require,  and  that  the  execution  of  the  powers  given  to 
the  said  commissioners  by  this  act  may  not  be  obstructed  by  reason  of 
the  proceeding  proviso. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  sur-  Produo- 
veyor  general  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  the  passing  of  this  ©i^ms  for 
act,  shall  give  six  weeks  public  notice  by  advertizement  in  two  or  more  reserved 
of  the  public  newspapers  printed  in  this  State,  to  all  persons  claiming  '*°*^- 
or  interested  in  lands  purchased  from  the  Indians  in  manner  aforesaid, 
and  not  patented,  to  produce  and  specify  their  respective  claims  to  the 
governor  or  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the 
time  being,  within  one  month  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  six  weeks; 
and  such  lands  only  as  shall  be  so  claimed,  and  specified,  as  having 
been  purchased  from  the  Indians  in  manner  aforesaid,  shall  be  deemed 
and  adjudged  to  be  within  the  same  proviso. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  waste  Manner  of 
and  unappropriated  lands  shall  be  granted  and  disposed  of  in  the  man-  EJds^"^ 
ner  and  form  and  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  following,  that  is  to 
say,  when  forty  two  or  more'  persons  desirous  of  making  a  settlement 
shall  present  a  petition  to  the  governor,  or  person  administring  the 
government  for  the  time  being,  praying  for  a  grant  of  one  of  the  said 
townships,  not  already  located,  an  indorsement  of  the  time  of  receiving  ' 
such  petition  shall  be  made  and  subscribed  by  the  governor,  or  person 
administring  the  government  for  the  time  being;  by  whom  a  certificate 
shall  be  given  to  the  person  delivering  such  petition,  specifying  the 
number  of  the  township  petitioned  for,  and  the  name  of  the  first  sub- 
scribing petitioner,  at  the  time  in  which  such  perition  was  delivered; 
and  the  person  first  presenting  a  petition  for  any  township  as  aforesaid 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a  grant  therefor. 

And  whereas  it  may  so  happen  that  two  or  more  petitions  may  be  pre-  Where  two 
sented  in  manner  aforesaid,  on  the  same  day,  for  a  grant  of  one  and  the  JweVv^^at 
«ame  township;     Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  that  same  time, 
whenever  two  or  more  petitions  shall  be  presented  to  the  governor,  or 
person  administring  the  government  for  the  time  being,  on  the  same 
day,  praying  a  grant  for  one  and  the  same  township,  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  governor,  or  person  administring  the  government  for  the 
time  being,  together  with  the  other  commissioners  appointed  by  this  act, 
or  any  two  of  them  to  determine  in  such  manner  as  to  them  shall 
seem  most  conducive  to  the  interest  *of  this  State,  which  of  the  said 
petitioners  shall  be  preferred ;  and  that  letters  patent  shall  be  issued  to 
the  petitioners  named  in  the  petition,  to  which  a  preferrence  shall  be 
given  as  aforesaid,  in  like  as  is  directed  by  the  preceeding  clause  in  this 
act.     That  at  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  commissioners,  such  petition 
shall  be  read  and  filed  with  the  secretary  of  the  State,  and  an  entry 
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Surveyor     thereof,  and  a  declararion  that  the  petitioners  are  intitlea  to  the  grant  of 
Savewj^  such  township  upon  the  terms  prescribed  by  this  act,  shall  be  entered  in 
tuai8urv«y  a  record  to  be  kept  by  the  secretary,  of  the  proceedings  of  the  said  com- 
"**  ®*        missioners,  and  the  secretary  shall  thereupon  cause  a  copy  certified  by 
him  to  be  a  true  copy  of  such  petition  and  entry,  to  be  delivered  to  the 
surveyor  general,  which  shall  be  his  sufficient  warrant  for  causing  an 
actual  survey  at  the  expense  of  the  petitioners,  to  be  made  of  such  town- 
ship ;  that  upon  a  return  of  the  survey  of  the  township,  certified  by  the 
surveyor  general  to  be  actually  and  truly  performed,  the  commissioners 
shall  pass  an  order  for  issuing  letters  patent  to  the  petitioners  for  such 
township,  distinguishing  the  same  by  such  name  as  they  shall  think  fit: 
Payments       Provided  always^  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
fnto  the*    ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^y  ^^  which  the  order  shall  be  issued  for  granting  letters 
treasury,     patent  as  aforesaid,  the  commissioners  shall  certify  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  State,  the  sum  of  money  which  the  petitioners  shall  respectivel)-  pay 
for  each  respective  township,  into  the  treasury  of  this  State  and   shall 
lodge  such  certificate  with  the  secretary  of  the  State,  to  the  intent  that 
the  petitioners  or  one  of  them  may  obtain  the  same,  and  if  the  said  peti- 
tioners, or  one  or  more  of  them,  or  some  person  on  their  behalf,  shall 
not  within  six  months  next  ensuing  the  date  of  such  certificate,  pay  the 
sum  therein  mentioned  into  the  treasury  of  this  State,  and  lodge  the  treas- 
urers receipt  of  the  payment  thereof  in  the  secretarys  office,  then  such 
order  for  issuing  the  said  letters  patent  shall  be  utterly  void  and  of  none 
effect ;   or  if  upon  lodging  such  receipt  in  manner  aforesaid,  the  said 
petitioners  shall  not  within  one  year  from  the  filing  of  such  petition, 
apply  to  the  surveyor  general  to  survey  such  township,  and  enter  into 
security  to  pay  the  expences  of  such  survey,  then  such  order  shall  also 
be  void  and  of  none  effect ;  and  the  money  so  paid  into  the  treasury 
shall  be  forfeited  to  the  people  of  this  State,  and  the  commissioners  shall 
and  may  in  either  case,  grant  such  township  to  any  other  persons  apply- 
ing for  the  same,  in  manner,  and  on  the  terms  and  conditions,  by  this 
act  directed, 
r^da  tead      '^^^  ^^  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  there  shall  be 
aVone        paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  State,  by  the  petitioners,  for  every  township, 
joining  an  ^^  the  time  of  passing  letters  patent  for  the  same,  at  and  after  the  rate 
of  one  shilling  for  every  acre  thereof,  except  fiv^  acres  per  cent  allowed 
for  highways  and  nine  hundred  and  ninety  acres  set  apart  for  public 
Lacdsfor-  uses  hereinafter  mentioned.      And  that  the  respective  letters  patent 
when  not   ^hall  contain  a  condition,  that  there  shall  be  at  least  one  settler  actually 
JSthto        settled  on  each  and  evenr  right  in  such  township,  within  the  term  oif 
ihreeyeare  three  years  next  after  taking  out  such  letters  patent ;  and  on  failure 
thereof,  then  the  estate  of  the  proprietors  in  such  lot  or  lots  which  shall 
not  be  actually  settled  within  the  time  for  that  purpose  herein  before 
limitted,  shall  cease  and  become  void,  and  such  lot  or  lots  shall   revert 
to  the  people  of  this  State,  and  that  if  any  person  shall  at  the  expiration 
of  the  said  term  apply  to  the  surveyor  general  of  the  State  for  any  such 
supposed  forfeited  lot,  the  surveyor  general  shall  give  such  applicant  a 
certificate  of  such  application,  and  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  by 
advertizement  to  be  published  for  eight  weeks  successively,  in  two  or 
more  of  the  news  papers  printed  in  this  State,  notify  the  person,  or  his 
or  her  legal  representative,  claiming  such  lot  by  virtue  of  the  said  let- 
ters patent,  to  appear,  (by  a  day  to  be  mentioned  in  the  said  advertize- 
ment, not  less  than  thirty  days  from  the  expiration  of  the  said  eight 
weeks)  before  the  commissioners  by  this  act  appointed,  and  to  show 
cause  why  such  lot  should  not  be  granted  to  the  person  appljring  for  the 
same  ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  commissioners  at  the  day  men- 
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tioned  in  the  said  advertisement,  that  the  lands  are  forfeited  for  the  non 
compliance  with  the  condition  above  mentioned,  they  shall  grant  the 
same  to  the  person  who  make  application  therefor  to  the  surveyor  gen- 
eral, on  the  conditions  by  this  act  directed. 

A  fid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  mines  of  Mioes  and 
gold  or  silver,  salt  lakes  and  springs,  and  mines  of  salt,  and  carrying  Springs  re- 
places upon  any  of  the  water  communications,  which  may  be  contained  served, 
or  found  within  the  limits  of  the  lands  by  this  act  directed  to  be  granted, 
shall  be  reserved  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  this  State,  and  the  com- 
missioners are  hereby  expressly  prohibited  from  granting  the  same,  or 
either  of  them,  upon  any  pretence  whatever. 

\And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforescudy  the  gold  or  silver.  Certain 
bills  of  credit  emitted  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  this  State  intitled  "  An  ^^^^^^^ 
act  for  emitting  monies  upon  the  credit  pf  this  State,"  passed  the  twenty  ceivedin 
seventh  day  of  March  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  Fo/SSSi. 
eighty-one  for  gold  or  silver,  certificates  issued  by  the  agent  of  this 
State,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  intitled  **  An  act  to  procure  supplies  for 
the  use  of  the  army,  and  to  prevent  a  monopoly  of  cattle  within  this 
State,  and  more  effectually  to  prevent  supplies  of  cattle  to  the  enemy," 
passed  the  twenty  fourth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty;  certificates  granted  for  horses  purchased  by  this 
State,  for  the  use  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty;  accounts  liquidated  and  certified 
by,  or  certificates  granted  by  the  late  auditor  general  of  the  State,  and 
the  auditor  of  the  State  for  the  time  being,  for  gold  or  silver  certifi- 
cates issued  by  the  auditors  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  intitled 
*'  an  act  to  liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  troops  of  this  State, 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,"  passed  the  fourth  day  of  October 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  at  the  nominal 
value  expressed  in  all  such  notes  and  certificates  as  gold  or  silver,  bills 
of  credit  emitted  by  the  authority  of  the  provincial  congress  of  this 
State  while  it  was  a  colony,  and  the  convention  of  this  State,  at  the  rate 
of  one  dollar  in  silver,  for  every  one  hundred  and  twenty  eight  nominal 
dollars  in  such  bills ;  certificates  issued  by  the  treasurer  of  this  State  in 
pursuance  of  an  act  intitled  "  an  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  cer- 
tain monies  taken  on  loan  by  this  State,"  passed  the  thirteenth  day  of 
June  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  at  the  rate  of 
one  dollar  in  silver  for  every  forty  of  the  nominal  dollars  specified  in 
such  certificates;  warrants  with  receipts  thereon  endorsed,  given  by 
virtue  of  the  act  entitled  "  an  act  to  compleat  the  Continental  battallions 
raised  under  the  directions  of  this  State,"  passed  the  first  day  of  July  in 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  at  the  rate  of  one 
dollar  in  silver  for  each  bushel  of  wheat  specified  in  such  warrants; 
certificates  issued  by  the  treasurer  of  this  State,  for  monies  borrowed 
for  the  use  of  this  State,  and  directed  to  be  paid  by  an  act  intitled  **  an 
act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  certain  contingent  expenses  of  this 
State  "  passed  the  twenty  fifth  day  of  October  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine,  reduced  to  the  value  of  gold  or  silver 
by  the  Continental  scale  of  depreciation;  certificates  issued  by  the  Con- 
tinental loan  officer  in  this  State,  for  monies  lent  to  the  United  States, 
by  the  inhabitants  of  this  State,  reduced  to  their  value  in  specie  by  the 
Continental  scale  of  depreciation ;  certificates  given,  or  that  may  be 
given,  by  the  Continental  commissioner  of  accounts  within  this  State, 
for  services  performed,  or  articles  delivered  by  the  inhabitants  of  this 
State,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States ;  the  ballance  due  the  troops  of 
this  State  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  for  their  pay  of  the  year 
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one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  one,  to  be  audited  by  the  com- 
missioners appointed  for  liquidating  and  settling  the  accounts  of  the 
troops  of  this  State,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.] 
Certifl-  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  'Fhat  all  such  of 

n'^™**^®  the  said  notes,  certificates  or  securities,  mentioned  in  the  next  preceed- 
liable.  ing  clause,  and  which  are  not  negotiable,  shall  and  hereby  are  declared 
to  be  negotiable  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act  That  all  and 
every  of  the  above  notes  and  certificates  shall  be  received  by  the  treas- 
urer of  this  State  in  payment  for  any  lands  to  be  sold  by  virtue  of  this 
act,  and  that  the  interest  thereon  shall  be  allowed  to  thie  person  or  per- 
sons paying  the  same,  to  the  said  treasurer. 
Fees  on  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  governor 

of  patents,  or  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time  being, 
the  secretary  of  the  State,  and  the  surveyor  general  of  the  State,  respec- 
tively, shall  be  entitled  on  passing  letters  patent  for  any  township  to  be 
granted  by  virtue  of  this  act,  to  the  followmg  fees  that  is  to  say,  the 
governor  for  receiving  and  endorsing  the  petition,  making  the  orders 
thereon,  and  affixing  the  great  seal  to  the  letters  patent,  the  sum  of  three 
pounds,  the  secretary  for  his  attendance,  and  for  drawing  and  engross- 
ing and  recording  the  letters  patent,  the  sum  of  five  pounds,  the  surveyor 
general  for  his  attendance,  and  for  directing,  examining,  and  approving 
of  every  survey,  and  making  and  returning  a  correct  map,  the  sum  of 
three  pounds,  and  that  no  greater  fees  shall  be  demanded  or  received 
by  any  of  them. 
Township  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  freeholders 
privUeges.  ^^^  inhabitants  of  all  and  every  of  the  townships  to  be  granted  by  virtue 
of  this  act,  shall  hold  exercise  and  enjoy  all  the  rights,  immunities  and 
priviledges,  which  have  by  law  been  granted,  or  hereafter  may  be  granted, 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  respective  districts  in  the  county  of  Tryon. 
Partition  And  for  the  more  easy  partition  of  lands,  which  shall  be  granted  by  vir- 
howDoade.  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  act,  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  when- 
ever three  or  more  proprietors  of  any  such  township  shall  be  desirous 
to  make  partition  thereof,  it  shall  and  may  be  laWul  to  and  for  such 
proprietors  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  to  come  to  a  partition 
of  such  township  and  thereupon  appoint  a  time  and  place  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  due  notice  of  such  meeting  shall  be  published  in  two  or  more 
of  the  public  newspapers  of  this  State,  for  six  weeks  successively,  and 
thereupon  the  proprietors  of  such  township,  or  the  major  part  of  such 
of  them  as  shall  attend  for  that  purpose,  according  to  the  said  notice, 
shall  by  plurality  of  voices  choose  and  appoint  commissioners,  to  con- 
sist of  one  or  more  surveyors,  and  his  or  their  assistants,  to  make  an 
actual  partition  of  such  township,  at  the  common  expence  of  the  pro- 
prietors, in  proportion  to  their  respective  rights,  and  shall  then  agree 
upon  a  place  for  balloting  for  the  same :  and  the  said  commissioners  as 
soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  shall  make  an  actual  survey  of  the  town- 
ship ;  and  having  in  the  first  place  appropriated  in  some  convenient 
part  of  the  said  township  nine  hundred  and  ninety  acres  set  apart  for 
public  uses  viz.  three  hundred  acres  for  the  use  of  a  minister  of  the 
gospel,  and  six  hundred  and  ninety  acres  for  the  use  of  a  public  school 
or  schools,  the  residue  shall  be  divided  into  as  many  allotments  as  there 
were  patentees,  each  allotment  to  consist  of  one  or  more  lots,  having 
due  regard  in  the  partition  to  the  situation,  quantity  and  quality  thereof, 
so  that  the  patentees  and  those  holding  their  several  rights  may  have 
equal  shares  in  value  as  near  as  may  be ;  that  of  all  such  surveys  and 
books^to^  allotments  made  by  virtue  of  this  act,  four  true  field  books  and  maps, 
be  made,    specifying  the  bounds  of  every  lot,  shall  be  made,  and  the  several  lots 
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laid  down  and  numbered  on  the  said  maps,  and  then  signed  by  the  said 
commissioners,  which  being  performed,  the  said  commissioners  shall 
cause  an  advertizement  for  six  weeks  successively,  to  be  published  in 
two  or  more  of  the  said  news  papers,  notifying  the  said  survey,  and 
appointing  a  day  within  thirty  days  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  six 
weeks,  and  requiring  all  persons  interested  in  the  township  then  to 
attend  at  the  place  which  shall  have  been  appointed  for  the  purpose,  by 
the  said  proprietors,  at  their  first  meeting,  to  see  the  several  allotments 
balloted   for.     And   that  the  same  may  be  conducted   with   strictest  Judges  to 
equity,  one  or  more  judges  of  the  county  not  interested  in  the  division,  ^,<f^?S??* 
or  in  case  there  should  be  no  judge  in  the  county  where  the  lands  lay,  see  baiioi- 
that  then  and  in  such  case  one  or  more  judges  of  a  neighboring  county,  °'' 
upon  request  of  the  commissioners  in  writing,  under  their  hands,  served 
twenty  days  before  the  time  of  meeting,  shall  be  present  to  oversee  the 
balloting  so  to  be  made  ;  at  which  day  and  place,  the  said  commission- 
ers having  made  as  many  tickets  as  there  are  allotments,  with  the  num- 
ber of  a  different  allotment  on  every  ticket,  and  as  many  tickets  as 
there  are  patentees,  with  the  name  of  a  different  patentee  for  every 
ticket,  the  tickets  of  names  shall  be  put  into  a  box,  and  the  numbered 
tickets  into  another  box,  and  such  indifferent  and  disinterested  person 
as  the  commissioners  shall  then  appoint,  shall  immediately  proceed  to 
draw  a  ticket  of  the  names,  and  then  a  ticket  of  the  numbers,  and  so 
proceed  untill  all  the  tickets  are  drawn ;  and  the  allotment  on  the  map 
bearing  the  number  of  the  ticket,  drawn  next  after  drawing  the  ticket 
with  the  name,  shall  be  the  seperate  and  divided  share  of  that  patentee, 
in  the  lands  so  to  be  divided,  and  of  all  persons  holding  under  him,  of 
which  balloting,  and  all  the  proceedings  on  such  petition,  the  said  com- 
missioners shall  make  a  full  and  fair  entry  or  minute  in  a  book  ;  one  Minute 
copy  whereof  certified  under  the  hands  of  the  majority  of  them,  and  ^^^' 
under  the  hand  of  the  judge  presiding  at  the  said  meeting,  shall  be  filed  filed. 
with  one  of  the  copies  of  the  said  map  in  the  secretary's  office;  another 
copy  of  the  said  book  certified  in  like  manner,  and  a  copy  of  the  said 
niap,  in  the  clerk's  office  of  the  county,  where  the  landfe  lay ;  a  third 
copy  of  the  said  book,  and  map,  in  the  surveyor  general's  office,  and  a 
fourth  copy  of  the  said  book  and  map  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the 
township;  which  same  books  and  maps,  or  an  exemplification  under  the 
great  seal  of  the  State,  of  the  book  and  map  filed  in  the  secretary's 
office,  shall  be  good  evidence  of  such  partition  ;  and  the  said  partition 
shall  be  as  valid  and  effectual  in  the  law  to  divide  and  seperate  the  said 
lands,  as  if  the  same  had  been  made  between  the  patentees  on  writs  of 
partition,   according  to  the  course  of   the   common   law.      Provided  Ck)mmi8- 
always,  that  the  commissioners  who  shall  perform  the  survey  and  make  partiuon' 
partition  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  duly  sworn,  or  if  of  the  people  called  to  be 
Quakers,  ajfirmed,  that  they  have  respectively  performed  their  several  ®'^®™- 
parts  in  the  said  survey,  and  partition,  truly  faithfully  and  impartially, 
according  to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  judgment ;  and  that  the  persons 
drawing  the  ballots  on  every  such  partition,  shall  in  like  manner  be 
sworn  or  affirmed,  that  they  have  performed  that  office  faithfully  and 
impartially.     The  declaration  in  each  of  the  said  cases  being  entered 
at  the  close  of  the  proceedings  of  the  said  commissioners,  and  subscribed 
by  a  majority  of  them,  and  attested  by  the  judge  or  judges  of  the 
county  who  preside  at  such  balloting. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  pro-  i^peDse 
prietor  of  lands  within  the  township  whereof  petition  shall  have  been  SoS^i" 
made  in  manner  aforesaid,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  his  proportion  Jj^^^gJ?* 
of  the  charges  of  patenting  or  making  partition  thereof,  or  his  rate  of  tiou. 
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the  quota  of  the  expence  of  any  public  roads  or  bridges  which  shall  l>e 
directed  by  law  to  be  laid  out  or  made  in  or  thro*  such  township,  then 
and  in  every  such  case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  judge 
of  the  county  where  the  lands  shall  lie,  on  complaint  of  the  oflficer  or 
person  having  the  direction  of  such  work,  or  collection  of  such  town 
rate  or  duty,  to  appoint  a  time  and  place  for  the  appearance  of  such 
proprietor  or  his  legal  representative,  to  answer  such  complaint,  and 
notice  thereof  shall  be  published  at  least  four  weeks  in  two  or  more  of 
the  public  news  papers  of  this  State,  and  at  the  time  and  place  so  to 
be  appointed  the  judge  shall  proceed  to  hear  the  complaint,  and  defence 
of  the  party  charged,  if  he  shall  appear,  and  if  judgment  shall  be  given 
by  default,  or  otherwise,  against  the  proprietor,  and  in  case  of  the  want 
of  sufficient  chatties  of  the  defaulter  within  the  township,  so  much  of 
his  lands  therein  shall  be  sold  at  public  vendue  as  will  be  sufficient  to 
Provtoo  as  satisfy  such  judgment.  Provided,  that  notice  of  the  intended  sale  of  such 
tteing^saie,  lands  shall  be  previously  advertized  in  two  or  more  of  the  public  news- 
papers of  this  State,  for  four  weeks  successively,  and  three  of  the  most 
public  places  in  the  township  where  the  lands  is  situated,  expressing  the 
time  and  place  of  such  sale  ;  and  that  at  the  time  of  sale  such  person  as 
will  accept  of  the  least  quantity  of  land  to  satisfy  such  judgment,  and 
all  charges,  shall  be  deemed  the  purchaser ;  and  the  deed  from  the 
officer  making  sale  of  the  said  lands,  shall  operate  as  a  legal  title  to  the 
purchaser,  who  shall  thenceforth  hold  the  same  to  him  his  heirs  and 
assigns  forever. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  sur- 
veyor general  shall  once  in  every  year  lay  before  the  legislature  for  their 
inspection,  a  map  of  all  the  lands  which  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
granted  by  virtue  of  this  act. 
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AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Bend  and  Grove  Bend,  and 

their  creditors. 

Passed  the  loth  of  May,  1784. 

Whereas  the  said  Elizabeth  Bend  and  Grove  Bend,  in  order  to  obtain 
a  general  discharge,  are  willing  to  convey,  assign  and  deliver  all  their 
estate  for  the  use  of  their  creditors,  and  whereas  it  is  represented  that 
the  said  Elizabeth  Bend  is  in  a  very  weak  and  infirm  state  and  incapable 
of  transacting  business,  and  that  she  hath  by  deed  for  that  purpose  duly 
executed  assigned  all  her  estate  to  the  said  Grove  Bend.        , 

I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorky  rep- 
resented in  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority 
of  the  samcy  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  Grove  Bend 
by  deed  executed  in  the  presence  of  two  credible  witnesses  immediately 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  to  grant,  convey,  assign  and  deliver,  to 
Daniel  Phoenix  Benjamin  S.  Judah  and  James  Beekman  all  of  the  city 
of  New  York  merchants,  for  the  use  of  the  creditors  of  the  said  Eliza- 
beth and  Grove,  all  his  and  her  estate  real  and  personal  both  in  law  and 
equity;  and  all  evidences,  books  of  accounts,  vouchers  and  securities 
relating  thereto  excepting  their  usual  wearing  apparel  and  one  bed  each 
with  necessary  bedding.  And  that  the  said  assignees  shall  immediately 
after  the  passing  of  this  act  take  an  oath  well  and  truly  to  execute  the 
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trust  reposed  in  them  by  this  act  according  to  the  best  of  their  skill 
and  understanding,  which  oath  either  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court 
are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  administer. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  assign-  PubUc 
ees  when  so  as  aforesaid  qualified  shall  as  soon  as  may  be  thereafter  prodifc^^'^ 
cause  public  notice  be  given  in  one  or  more  of  the  news  papers  printed  **on  of 
in  the  city  of  New  York  of  this  their  appointment,  and  thereby  require  ^"^"^^  ^' 
all  persons  indebted  to  the  said  Elizabeth  and  Grove  or  to  either  of 
them  by  a  certain  day  in  their  said  notice  to  be  specified  to  pay  all  such 
sum  or  sums  of  money  or  other  debt,  duty  or  thing,  and  to  deliver  all 
other  effects  of  the  said  Elizabeth  and  Grove  Bend  which  he,  she  or 
they,  may  have  in  their  power  or  custody  to  them  the  said  assignees. 
And  shall  also  by  public  advertisement  in  one  of  the  said  newspapers 
require  all  the  creditors  of  the  said  Elizabeth  and  Grove  Bend  or  of 
either  of  them  by  a  certain  time  in  such  advertisement  to  be  mentioned 
to  deliver  to  the  said  assignees  or  to  one  of  them  their  respective  accounts 
and  demands  against  the  said  Elizabeth  and  Grove  duly  proved  and 
attested. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  assignees  Aaslfirnees 
or  any  two  of  them  or  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them  is  and  are  ^n^eyf* 
hereby  enabled  and  made  capable  to  sue  for  recover  and  receive  all  «^" 
such  estate  and  estates  debts,  dues  or  effects,  whatsoever  as  they  shall 
find  due  payable  or  belonging  to  the  said  Elizabeth  and  Grove  or  to 
either  of  them  and  the  same  or  any  part  thereof  to  sell  convey  or  dis- 
pose of,  and  deeds,  releases,  bills  of  sale  or  other  conveyances  for  the 
same  or  any  part  or  parts  thereof  from  time  to  time  to  make  and  execute 
which  being  so  made  and  executed  by  them  or  any  two  of  them  the 
survivors  or  survivor  of  them  shall  be  good,  valid  and  effectual  in  law 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever  against  the  said  Elizabeth  and 
Grove  her  and  his  heirs  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  and  all 
persons  claiming  under  them  or  either  of  them  by  virtue  of  any  act  deed 
matter  or  thing  after  the  passing  of  this  act.  And  the  said  assignees  or 
any  two  of  them  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them  shall  keep  a  book  or 
books  wherein  he  or  they  shall  duly  enter  an  account  of  all  sum  or  sums 
of  money  or  other  effects  which  he  or  they  shall  have  got  in  or  received 
out  of  the  estate  of  the  said  Elizabeth  or  Grove  Bend  or  either  of  them, 
to  which  book  or  books  of  account  every  creditor  who  shall  have  proved 
his  or  her  debt  shall  at  all  reasonable  times  have  free  resort,  and  inspect 
the  same  as  often  as  he  or  she  shall  think  fit. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  if  any  person  Forfeiture 
or  persons  indebted  to  the  said  Elizabeth  and  Grove  or  to  either  of  J^ment 
them  or  having  the  custody  of  any  goods  chatties  or  effects  of  them  the  of  prop- 
said  Elizabeth  and  Grove  or  either  of  them  shall  conceal  the  same,  and 
not  deliver  a  just  account  thereof  to  the  said  assignees  or  to  one  of 
them  by  the  day  for  that  purpose  by  them  appointed,  he  she  or  they  so 
concealing,  shall  forfeit  double  the  sum  of  the  debt  or  debts,  or  double 
the  value  of  the  goods  chatties  effects  or  other  things  so  concealed  to 
be  recovered  by  the  said  trustees  in  any  court  within  this  State  having 
jurisdiction  to  the  amount  of  such  forfeiture,  and  applied  as  herein 
after  directed;  which  said  courts  are  hereby  respectively  fully  em- 
powered to  compel  to  come  before  them  all  such  concealors*  or  others 
concerned,  and  them  to  examine  upon  oath  touching  the  premises  and 
to  commit  them  or  either  of  them  to  the  common  goal  of  the  county 
where  such  court  shall  be  held,  if  they  refuse  to  be  so  examined,  or 
being  so  examined  refuse  to  answer  fully  and  satisfactorily  to  such 
court. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  said 
assignees  or  any  two  of  them,  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them  shall  be 
and  hereby  are  fully  authorized  and  impowered,  to  refer  to  arbitration, 
settle,  compound  and  adjust,  in  the  manner  her  or  they  may  think  the 
most  expedient,  all  matters  contracts  and  accounts,  that  may  be  subsist- 
ing between  the  said  Elizabeth  and  Grove  and  his  or  her  debtor  or 
debtors,  or  between  the  said  Elizabeth  and  Grove  and  his  or  her  cred- 
itor or  creditors.  And  the  said  Grove  Bend  is  hereby  requirid  and 
obliged  to  give  his  attendance  upon  every  reasonable  notice  in  writing 
to  be  given  to  him,  or  left  at  his  place  of  abode  by  the  said  assignee  or 
assignees,  or  their  order,  thereby  requiring  his  attendence,  and  shall 
assist  in  making  up  adjusting  or  settling  any  account  or  accounts  between 
the  said  Elizabeth  and  Grove,  or  either  of  them,  and  any  other  person 
or  persons  or  for  such  other  businesses  as  the  said  assignees,  or  any  two 
of  them,  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  shall  jud^e  necessary,  for 
collecting  and  recovering  the  estate  and  effects  of  the  said  Elizabeth  and 
Grove  for  the  benefit  of  his  her  or  their  creditors. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said 
assignees  shall  proceed  to  convert  all  the  estate  and  estates  real  and  per- 
sonal of  the  said  Elizabeth  and  Grove,  or  of  either  of  them,  into  money, 
and  collect  debts  due  to  the  same,  and  that  the  said  assignees  or  any  two 
of  them  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them  shall  at  some  time  after  the 
expiration  of  four  months  and  within  twelve  months  after  the  passing  of 
this  act  cause  at  least  thirty  days  public  notice  to  be  given  in  two  of  the 
newspapers  printed  in  his  State  of  a  time  and  place  at  which  the  said 
assignees  or  any  two  of  them  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them  intend  to 
meet  to  make  a  dividend  or  distribution  among  the  creditors  ;  at  which 
time  the  creditors  who  have  not  before  proved  their  debts  shall  then  be 
at  liberty  to  prove  the  same ;  that  previous  to  any  dividend  debts  due 
to  the  people  of  this  State,  as  sovereign  thereof,  all  costs  of  suit  and 
other  necessary  disbursements,  and  the  allowance  hereinafter  made  to 
the  said  assignees  for  their  care  and  trouble  shall  be  first  paid  that  the 
said  assignees  or  any  two  of  them  or  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them 
shall  then  at  the  said  meeting  or  other  subsequent  meetings  to  be  con- 
tinued by  adjournment  if  necessary  forthwith  cause  a  distribution  or 
dividend  to  be  made  of  all  the  monies  which  shall  have  come  to  his  or 
their  hands  as  assignee  or  assignees  of  the  estate  and  effects  of  the  said 
EHzabeth  and  Grove  Bend  among  such  of  the  creditors  of  the  said 
Elizabeth  and  Grove  who  shall  have  duly  proved  their  debts,  in  pro- 
portion to  their  respective  debts. 

And  whereas  mortgages  may  have  been  obtained  of  the  said  Grove 
Bend  and  Elizabeth  Bend  or  one  of  them  by  persons  who  during  the 
late  war  remained  within  that  part  of  the  State  then  in  the  power  of  the 
enemy,  to  the  manifest  injury  of  those  who  moved  into  or  resided  in 
parts  of  this  State  or  any  other  of  the  United  States  not  in  the  power  of 
the  enemy,  and  who  by  such  residence  were  deprived  of  equal  means  of 
securing  debts  due  to  them  by  the  said  Elizabeth  and  Grove  or  one  of 
them. 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforescUd  That  no  mort- 
gage whatsoever  executed  by  the  said  Elizabeth  Bend  and  Grove  Bend 
or  either  of  them  between  the  fifteenth  day  of  September  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  six,  and  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  November 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  three,  shall  charge  the  estate  of 
the  said  Grove  and  Elizabeth  or  either  of  them,  otherwise  than  as  simple 
contracts  as  far  forth  as  the  same  may  effect  the  creditors  of  the  said 
Grove  and  Elizabeth  or  either  of  them  who  during  the  late  war  resided 
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in  parts  of  this  State  or  of  any  of  the  United  States  not  then  in  the 
power  of  the  enemy,  which  creditors  on  a  division  to  be  made  by  the 
assignees  of  the  estate  of  the  said  Grove  Bend  and  Elizabeth  Bend  or 
either  of  them,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  such  proportion  of  the  whole 
as  if  no  such  mortgage  had  ever  been  executed  ;  provided  always  and  it 
is  hereby  enacted  and  declared  that  with  respect  to  the  proportion  of 
the  said  estate  which  on  such  division  may  fall  to  the  creditors  of  the 
said  Grove  and  Elizabeth  or.  either  of  them  who  during  the  late  war 
resided  within  the  power  of  the  enemy,  the  sum  or  sums  due  and  secured 
by  such  mortgage  or  mortgages  shall  be  first  paid  and  discharged  there- 
out, and  the  residue  thereof  only  be  divided  among  and  paid  to  the 
creditors  last  mentioned,  any  thing  in  this  act  contained  to  the  contrary 
thereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  where  it  Mutual 
shall  appear  to  the  said  assignees  or  any  two  of  them  or  to  the  survivors  hSS?^-"* 
or  survivor  of  them  that  there  hath  been  mutual  credit  given  by  the  Jiwted. 
Elizabeth  and  Grove  or  either  of  them  and  any  other  person  or  persons 
or  mutual  debts  between  the  said  Elizabeth  and  Grove  or  either  of  them 
and  any  other  person  or  persons  before  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  said 
assignees  or  any  two  of  them  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them  shall 
state  the  account  between  them,  and  one  debt  may  be  set  against  another 
and  what  shall  appear  to  be  due  on  either  side  on  the  ballance  of  such 
account  and  on  settling  such  debts  against  one  another  and  no  more 
shall  be  claimed  or  paid  on  either  side  respectively. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  ctforesaid  That  within  Second 
eighteen  months  next  after  the  passing  of  this  act  the  said  assignees  or  ^^®^** 
any  two  of  them  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them  shall  make  a  second  made, 
dividend  of  the  estate  and  effects  of  the  said  Elizabeth  and  Grove  if  the 
same  were  not  wholly  divided  upon  the  first  dividend  and  shall  cause 
notice  to  be  given  thereof  in  the  like  manner  as  is  herein  before  directed 
to  be  given  of  the  first  dividend,  and  for  the  creditors  who  shall  not 
before  have  proved  their  debts  to  come  in  and  prove  the  same;  and 
that  the  said  assignees  or  any  two  of  them  or  the  survivors  or  survivor 
of  them  shall  then  forthwith  make  a  dividend  of  the  neat  proceeds  of 
the  estate  and  effects  of  the  said  Elizabeth  and  Grove  Bend  amongst 
the  creditors  who  have  made  due  proofs  of  their  debts  in  proportion  to 
their  several  and  respective  debts  which  second  dividend  shall  be  final; 
unless  any  suit  at  law  or  in  equity  shall  be  depending  or  any  part  of 
the  estate  standing  out  that  could  not  have  been  disposed  of,  or  col- 
lected, or  unless  some  other  future  estate  or  effects  of  the  said  Eliza- 
beth and  Grove  or  of  one  of  them,  shall  come  to  or  vest  in  the  said 
assignees;  in  which  case  the  said  assignees  or  any  two  of  them  or  the 
survivors  or  survivor  of  the  shall  as  soon  as  may -be  convert  such 
other  or  future  estate  and  eff^ects  into  money  and  shall  within  two 
months  next  after  the  same  shall  be  converted  into  money,  divide  the 
same  among  such  of  the  creditors  of  the  said  Elizabeth  and  Grove  as 
shall  have  made  due  proof  of  their  debts,  in  proportion  to  their  respect- 
ive debts. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  credi-  Where 
tor  or  creditors  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  give  notice  of  or  deliver  to  2^^^'to 
the  said  assignees  or  one  of  them  an  account  of  his  or  their  debt  or  produce^ 
demand  untill  after  a  dividend  shall  have  been  made  of  the  monies  and 
effects  in  the  hands  of  the  said  assignees  such  creditor  or  creditors  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  any  dividend  and  the  whole  monies  then  in  hand  to 
to  be  divided  shall  be  divided  among  the  other  creditors,  but  in  case 
the  whole  of  the  estate  of  the  said  Elizabeth  and  Grove  shall  not  be 
92 
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divided  and  settled  at  the  first  division,  then  if  such  creditor  or  creditors 
respectively  shall  duly  prove  and  deliver  unto  the  said  assignees  or  one 
of  them  his  her  or  their  debt  or  demand  proved  as  aforesaid  before  the 
time  appointed  for  the  second  dividend  then  such  creditor  or  creditors 
shall  have  his  her  or  their  first  dividend,  or  so  much  as  he  she  or  they 
would  otherwise  have  been  entitled  to  on  the  first  division,  before  any 
second  dividend  shall  be  made;  and  if  any  surplus  shall  remain  after 
all  just  debts  and  legal  charges  and  commissions  are  fully  paid  and  sat- 
isfied such  surplus  shall  be  paid  or  delivered  to  the  said  Elizabeth 
and  Grove  Bend  her  or  his  executors  administrators  or  assigns. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  no  interest 
shall  be  allowed  on  any  book  account  unless  on  due  proof  of  some 
special  agreement  therefor,  and  in  such  case  to  be  allowed  only  from 
the  time  of  such  agreement,  nor  upon  any  promissory  note,  unless  par- 
ticularly therein  expressed;  and  no  interest  shall  be  computed  or  allowed 
on  any  debt  of  what  kind  soever  after  the  first  day  of  July  last  past, 
and  all  forfeitures  recovered  by  the  said  assignees  by  virtue  of  this  act 
shall  be  considered  and  applied  as  part  of  the  estate  of  the  said  Eliza- 
beth and  Grove  Bend. 

And  be  it  further  eTiacted  by  the  autlwrity  aforesaid.  That  the  said 
assignees  or  any  two  of  them,  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them  shall  be 
allowed,  and  shall  and  may  retain  in  his  or  their  hands  for  their  care 
and  trouble,  and  the  services  to  be  by  them  performed,  the  sum  of  five 
per  cent  on  all  the  monies  which  shall  come  into  their  hands  by  virtue 
of  this  act  before  each  dividend  made  over  and  above  all  necessary  dis- 
bursements in  the  premises. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  said  Eliza- 
beth Bend  and  Grove  Bend  conforming  in  all  things  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  this  act  shall  be  forever  discharged  from  all  debts  by 
her  or  him  due  or  owing  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  act ;  and  in 
case  he  she  or  they  shall  hereafter  be  arrested  prosecuted  or  impleaded 
for  any  debt  due  before  the  passing  of  this  act,  he  she  or  they  shall  be 
discharged  on  common  bail,  and  shall  and  may  plead  in  general  that 
the  cause  of  such  action  or  suit  did  accrue  before  the  passing  of  this 
act,  and  may  give  this  act  and  the  special  matter  in  evidence. 

Provided  always  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid 
That  the  said  Elizabeth  and  Grove  shall  not  nor  shall  either  of  them  be 
entitled  to  the  benefits  of  this  act,  unless  the  said  assignees  or  any  two 
of  them,  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them  shall  in  writing  under  his  or 
their  hand  and  seal  or  hands  and  seals  certify  that  they  the  said  Eliza- 
beth and  Grove  have  made  full  discovery  of  his  her  and  their  estate 
and  effects,  and  in  all  things  conformed  himself  and  herself  according 
to  the  directions  of  this  act. 


CHAP.  62. 


AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  John  Hubbart  and'  Richard  Varick. 

Passed  the  loth  of  May,  1784. 

Preamble.  Whereas  John  Hubbart  an  inhabitant  of  this  State  having  served 
as  an  ensign  in  the  regiment  of  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  whereof  James  Livingston  Esquire  was  colonel,  from  the 
eighteenth  day  of  December  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy 
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six,  to  the  first  day  of  February  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy  nine,  and  was  on  that  day  transferred  to  a  regiment  of  the 
line  of  the  Rhode  Island  troops. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  Neiv  York  repre-  Certifl^ 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  S^ed^o 
the  same.  That  the  auditors  appointed  to  liquidate  and  settle  the  ac-  ^^  H"^- 
counts  of  the  troops  of  this  State  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  audit  the  accounts  of,  and  grant 
certificates  for  the  depreciation  of  pay  to  the  said  John  Hubbart  untill 
the  first  day  of  February  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine, 
in  like  manner  as  they  are  directed  to  audit  ai;id  settle  the  accounts  of 
the  troops  of  this  State  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  that  it  shall  and  W..  to 
may  be  lawful  for  the  said  auditors  to  settle  with  Colonel  Richard  varick. 
Varick  by  allowing  him  what  his  arrears  of  pay  and  years  advance  as 
deputy  muster  master  general  was  worth  in  specie,  at  the  time  they 
respectively  became  due,  agreeable  to  the  act  of  congress  of  the  thirtieth 
of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  three,  and  grant 
him  a  certificate  for  the  same,  which  certificate  shall  be  received  in  pay- 
ment for  lands  and  be  paid  in  like  manner  as  certificates  granted  to  the 
line  of  this  State  for  the  depreciation  of  their  pay  are  received  and  paid. 


CHAP.  03. 

AN  ACT  for  granting  certain  lands  promised  to  be  given  as 
bounty  lands,  by  laws  of  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  nth  of  May,  1784 

Beit  enacted  by  the  People  of  the   State  of  Neuf  Yorky   represented Comm\%- 
in  Senate  and  Assembly ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  ^nting*''^ 
same^  That  his  excellency  the  governor   or  person  administring   the  B^nty 
government  of  the  State  for  the  time  being,  the  leutenant  governor,  the  **"^^* 
speaker  of  the  assembly,  the  secretary  of  the  state,  the  attorney  general, 
the  treasurer,  and  the  auditor  thereof  respectively  for  the  time  being, 
shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  constituted  and  appointed  commissioners 
for  granting  certain  lands  promised  to  be  given  as  bounty  lands  by  laws 
of  this  State^  herein  after  particularly  mentioned;   and  that  all  and 
every  the  powers  and  trusts,  to  be  vested  in  the  said  commissioners  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  shall  and  may  be  lawfully  executed  by  any  three  of 
them,  the  governor    or   person  administring  the  government  for  the 
time  being,  always  to  be  one  thereof. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  whenever  Persons 
any  person,  or  the  legal  representative  or  representatives  of  any  person  fan<i  un^ 
intitled  to  grants  of  land  by  virtue  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  ^cts^'tp**" 
raising  two  regiments  for  the  defence  of  this  State  on  bounties  of  unap-  prociuce 
propriated    lands"  passed  March  20th  1781,  or  by  virtue  of  an  act  ^^J^^f.g 
entitled  "  An  act  for  raising  troops  to  compleat  the  line  of  this  State  m  oeniflcate. 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  the  two  regiments  to  be  raised  on 
bounties  of  unappropriated  lands,  and  for  the  further  defence  of  the 
frontiers  of  this  State,"  passed  March  the  23d  1782,  or  by  virtue  of 
another  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  enable  John  Cochran  Esquire  to  locate 
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two  thousand  acres  of  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  within  this  State," 
passed  March  the  8th  1783,  shall  produce  a  certificate  from  the  surveyor 
general  of  this  State  to  the  said  commissioners,  certifying  that  the  per- 
son therein  named  is  intitled  by  virtue  of  the  said  acts,  or  either  of 
them,  to  the  quantity  of  land  in  such  certificate  mentioned  and  described, 
that  the  same  is  laid  out  as  nearly  in  a  square  as  the  circumjacent  pat- 
ented lands  will  admit  of,  or  is  laid  out  as  nearly  in  a  square  as  local  ' 
circumstances  will  admit  of,  or  is  laid  out  in  a  square  as  the  case  may 
be ;  that  the  same  is  not  to  the  best  of  his  belief  and  information  then 
granted  to,  or  located  by  any  other  person,  by  virtue  of  any  of  the 
before  recited  acts,  that  it  was  not  occupied  and  improved  by  any  per- 
son, on  or  before  the  25  th  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand,  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-two,  that  it  is  no  part  of  the  land  by  this  act  reserved 
to  the  use  of  the  people  of  this  State  ;  the  said  commissioners  shall 
thereupon  direct  letters  patent  to  be  made  out,  and  the  governor  shall 
affix  the  great  seal  of  this  State  thereto ;  provided  always,  that  if  any 
caveat  shall  be  entered  in  the  secretaries  office  by  any  person  whatever, 
claiming  lands  so  located,  that  the  said  commissioners  shall  decide  on 
the  principles  of  equity  and  good  conscience,  if  such  location  shall  be 
valid  or  not ;  first  giving  timely  notice  to  the  parties,  to  appear  and  be 
heard,  by  themselves  or  by  council  on  their  behalf ;  and  if  the  location 
shall,  by  the  said  commissioners  be  deemed  void,  the  person  having 
made  the  same,  may  locate  other  ungranted  and  unappropriated  lands, 
as  tho'  no  location  had  ever  been  made. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  tract 
of  land,  described  in  any  location  already  entered,  or  to  be  entered  in 
the  surveyor  generals  office,  shall  appear  upon  actual  survey,  to  contain 
a  greater,  or  a  less  quantity  of  acres,  than  the  person  having  located  or 
who  may  hereafter  locate,  is  intitled  to,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sur- 
veyor general  to  reduce  or  extend  the  bounds  of  such  tract  as  the  case 
may  require,  or  if  the  lands  so  located,  do  not  lay  as  nearly  in  a  square 
as  circumstances  will  permit,  the  said  surveyor  general  shall  reduce  the 
bounds  to  a  square,  or  as  nearly  to  a  square  as  may  be. 

And  whereas  by  a  law  of  this  State  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent  grants 
or  locations  of  the  land  therein  mentioned,"  passed  the  25th  July  1782 
certain  lands  were  intended  to  be  reserved  to  the  use  of  the  State;  and 
whereas  such  lands  were  not  otherwise  described  in  the  said  law,  than 
as  lands  **  theretofore  reserved  and  applied  for  public  uses  ; "  and 
whereas  the  terms  "  reserved  and  applied  for  public  uses  "  are  not  only 
doubtful  and  indifinite,  but  no  specific  quantitv  of  land  is  directed  to 
be  set  apart  adjacent  to  places  intended  to  be  reserved  and  applied" 
as  aforesaid,  and  lands  supposed  to  be  intended  by  the  said  act  to  be 
reserved,  and  other  lands  adjacent  thereto,  were  actually  located  by 
virtue  of  the  said  first  mentioned  acts,  before  the  passing  of  the  said  last 
mentioned  act,  and  the  surveyor  general  having  no  definite  directtons, 
how  to  conduct  himself  in  the  premises  ;  to  explain  and  remedy  which, 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  surveyor 
general  be,  and  he  is  hereby  inhibited  from  granting  any  certificate  for 
either  of  the  several  tracts  of  land  herein  after  particularly  specified,  or 
for  any  part  thereof,  that  is  to  say,  he  shall  not  grant  any  certificate  for 
a  certain  tract  of  land  adjoining  the  south,  end  of  Lake  George,  within 
two  miles  of  the  fort  called  Fort  George, — For  a  certain  tract  of  land  at 
Tyconderoga  comprehended  by  the  limits  following,  bounded  southo-ly 
and  easterly  by  part  of  the  waters  of  Lake  Champlain,  northeriy  and 
westerly  by  patented  lands  —  For  a  certain  tract  of  land  at  Crown 
Point  comprehended  within  the  limits  following,  to  wit,  bounded  on  the 
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west  north  and  east  by  Lake  Champlain,  on  the  south  by  a  west  line 
from  the  waters  of  Lake  Champlain  on  the  east  of  the  peninsula,  so  as 
to  comprehend  all  the  vacant  lands  on  the  said  peninsula  —  For  a  cer- 
tain tract  of  land  at  a  peninsula  adjoining  Lake  Champlain  commonly 
called  Point-Aufer,  bounded  on  the  south,  east  and  north  by  Lake  Cham-  At  Point 
plain,  and  on  the  west  by  a  line  across  the  said  peninsula  on  such  course  '^"^®'"- 
as  the  said  surveyor  general  shall  judge  most  eligible,  so  as  to  compre- 
hend five  hundred  acres  of  land  —  For  two  certain  tracts  of  land  adjoin-  AtOswega 
ing  Lake  Ontario,  where  the  Onondaga  river  falls  into  the  said  lake, 
running  from  the  mouth  of  the  said  river,  and  on  both  sides  thereof  as 
the  same  runs  one  mile,  then   extending  northerly  and  southerly  one 
mile  with  a  line  perpendicular  tb  the  general  course  of  the  river  within 
the  said  mile,  thence  westerly  with  the  said  general  course  t,o  Lake 
Ontario,  thence  northerly  and  southerly  to  the  place  of  beginning  —  For  At  Niagara 
a  certain  tract  of  land  adjoining  the  water  communication  between  Lake  ^^®''' 
Erie  and  Lake  Ontario,  and  to  be  bounded  on  the  east  by  a  line  across 
a  pond,  one  mile  distant  from  the  most  easterly  inclination  of  the  said 
water  communication,  on  a  perpendicular  to  the  general  course  of  the 
said  communication,  and  to  extend  from  the  said  pond  to  Lake  Ontario 
on  the  one  side,  and  to  Lake  Erie,  or  to  the  north  boundary-line  of 
Pennsylvania,  as  the  case  may  be,  on  the  other  side  —  For  a  certain  ore 
bed  lying  about  eight  miles  north  of  Crown  Point  adjoining  to  Lake  SkeeDe's 
Champlain,  commonly  called  Skeenes  ore  bed  —  For  all  that  certain  °'^**®^' 
piece  of  land,  adjoining  the  falls  commonly  called  Oswego  falls  on  the  At  Oswego 
Onondaga  river,  beginning  twenty  chains  above  where  the  batteaux  were  ^^* 
heretofore  usually  taken  out  of  the  said  river,  to  be  carried  across  the 
portage,  and  extending  down  the  said  river  twenty  chains  below  where 
the  batteaux  were  usu^ly  put  into  the  said  river,  after  having  been  trans- 
ported over  the  said  portage,  and  extending  northeasterly  in  every  part 
between  the  said  two  places,  ten  chains  from  the  said  river.     Nor  shall 
any  such  certificates  be  granted  by  the  said  surveyor  general  for  any 
unpatentted  lands  laying  in  the  southern  district  of  this  State,  and  for  no 
lands  vested  in  the  people  of  this  State  as  confiscated  or  forfeited  by  the 
attainder  or  conviction  of  any  person  whatsoever  and  that  the  lands  so 
inhibited  from  being  certified  as  aforesaid  shall  be  and  hereby  are  reserved 
to  the  use  of  this  State  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  every  survey  Surveyor 
to  be  made  of  any  lands  located,  or  to  be  located  by  virtue  of  the  said  £Sf^u^ 
acts  or  either  of  them,  shall  be  performed  by  the  surveyor  general,  at  vey  at  ex- 
the  expence  of  the  party  who  located  or  may  hereafter  locate,  and  that  SJJfioMt. 
no  more  than  twenty  shillings  per  day  shall  be  taken  by  the  said  surveyor 
general  for  each  day  he  may  be  employed  in  and  about  such  survey, 
making  the  maps,  and  in  travelling  to  make  such  survey,  and  in  return- 
ing therefrom,  except  as  in  the  said  acts  is  excepted. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  certificates  Certlfl- 
of  inlistment  given  by  any  person  appointed  by  his  excellency  the  gov-  governor 
emor  to  muster  men  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  any  of  the  said  laws,  shall  ^  ""'J*^*' 
be  accepted  by  the  surveyor  general  as  tho'  such  persons  had  been  accepted, 
appointed  by  virtue  of  any  law  of  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  lands  Reserved  • 
herein  reserved  to  the  use  of  this  State  and  laying  adjoining  to  Lake  JSJnJ 
George,  Tyconderoga  and  Crown  Point,  shall  and  may  by  the  said  com-  ^kes 
missioners  be  leased  unto  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  this  State,  for  a  term  and™*^ 
of  years  not  exceeding  twenty-one  years,  and  on  such  terms  and  condi-  b(^^ed. 
tions  as  the  said  commissioners  shall  deem  most  beneficial  to  the  interest 
of  this  State. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  and  ever)' 
of  the  duties  required  of  the  surveyor  general  by  the  above  recited  acts, 
or  by  this  act  may  be  executed  by  the  present  surveyor  general,  altho* 
he  should  resign  his  office,  and  another  surveyor  general  should  be  ap- 
pointed ;  provided  always  that  no  future  locations  shall  be  received, 
except  by  the  surveyor  general  for  the  time  being. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  follow- 
ing and  no  other  fees  shall  be  demanded  or  taken  for  any  services  to  be 
performed  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  by  the  governor  for  his  attendance 
and  for  affixing  the  great  seal  of  this  State  to  any  letters-patent  the  sum 
of  sixteen  shillings,  if  for  any  grant  not  exceeding  five  hundred  acres ; 
and  for  every  greater  quantity  two  pounds;  by  the  secretary  of  the 
State  for  preparing  and  recording  any  letters  patent,  the  sum  of  sixteen 
shillings,  if  for  a  grant  not  exceeding  five  hundred  acres  and  for  every 
greater  quantity  two  pounds;  by  the  surveyor  general  for  filing  every 
certificate,  transfer,  indorsement  and  location,  for  his  certificate  thereof, 
for  his  warrant  of  survey,  filing  the  return  of  survey,  certificates  to  the 
commissioners,  filing  a  copy  thereof,  and  for  all  other  papers  incident 
to  the  business,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  two  shillings  for  every  one 
hundred  and  twenty  eight  words  contained  therein. 

And  whereas  by  a  law  of  this  State,  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent  grants 
or  locations  of  the  lands  therein  mentioned,"  passed  the  25th  July  1782, 
a  tract  of  country  was  set  apart,  within  which  the  troops  of  the  line  of 
this  State,  lately  serving  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  were  to  be 
provided  with  lands.  And  whereas  on  the  twenty  seventh  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  by  concur- 
rent resolutions  of  the  senate  and  assembly,  a  certain  quantity  of  land 
was  promised  to  each  of  the  officers,  non  commissioned  officers  and 
privates  and  other  persons  designated  in  the  said  concurrent  resolutions. 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said 
commissioners,  shall  by  advertisement  to  be  published  in  one  or  more  of 
the  newspapers  of  this  State,  require  returns  to  be  laid  before  them  of  all 
persons  or  their  legal  representatives  entitled  to  lands  by  virtue  of  the 
said  act  or  concurrent  resolutions,  and  having  decided  thereon,  shall 
certify  the  names  of  such  persons  as  shall  appear  to  them  to  be  entitled 
to  lands,  thereby  specifying  the  quantity  of  land  to  the  surveyor  general 
under  the  hand  of  the  governor,  which  certificate  shall  also  designate  in 
what  part  of  the  tract  of  country,  the  land  mentioned  in  such  certificate 
shall  be  laid  out,  and  thereupon  the  surveyor  general  shall  immediately 
proceed  to  lay  out  the  same  in  townships  of  twenty-four  thousand  acres, 
and  in  a  square  form,  or  as  near  to  a  square  as  circumstances  will  per- 
mit ;  and  shall  also  subdivide  such  townships  into  lots  of  two  hundred 
acres  each,  on  a  map  or  maps,  and  shall  transmit  a  copy  of  such  map  or 
maps  to  the  commissioners  aforesaid,  who  shall  thereupon  proceed  by 
ballot  to  determine  to  whom  each  lot  so  laid  out  shall  belong:  and  the 
governor  is  hereby  authorized  to  grant  letters  patent  for  the  respective 
lots,  as  herein  before  directed,  and  the  secretary  of  the  State  is  hereby 
required  to  transmit  the  names  of  the  persons,  who  shall  so  become  en- 
titled to  lots,  with  the  number  of  the  lot  designated  for  each,  and  the 
number  and  name  of  the  township  in  which  such  lots  lay,  to  the  sur- 
veyor general. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  the  offi- 
cers non  commissioned  officers  and  privates,  which  belonged  to  the 
regiment  of  artillery,  commanded  by  Colonel  John  Lamb,  on  the  first 
day  of  January  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one, 
and  such  of  them  as  continued  in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war,  or  their 
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legal  representatives,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  quantity  of  land  as 
other  officers  non  commissioned  officers  and  privates  are  entitled  to  by 
the  said  concurrent  resolutions  of  the  senate  and  assembly,  passed  the 
27th  day  of  March  1783. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  there  shall  be  Lands  to 
at  least  one  settler  upon  every  six  hundred  acres  of  the  lands  hereby  ^tWn 
directed  to  be  granted,  within  three  years  after  the  date  of  the  letters  ^^ 
patent;  and  for  non  compliance  in  making  such  settlement,  all  the  right 
and  title  of  such  proprietor  or  proprietors  as  shall  fail  therein,  shall  cease 
and  become  void;  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of  three  years 
shall  revert  to  the  people  of  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  no  person  or  LancU  to 
persons  whatsoever,  shall  be  entitled  to  lands  by  virtue  of  the  said  act  blfSre*™^ 
or  resolutions,  unless  such  person  or  persons  shall  respectively  exhibit  Mag^  1, 
their  claim  or  claims  for  such  lands  to  the  commissioners  aforesaid  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  May  in  the  year  one  thousand,  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-five. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid y  That  it  shall  and  Commia- 
may  be  lawful  for  the  said  commissioners  to  direct  the  surveyor  general  dSSotlay- 
to  lay  out  such  a  number  of  townships  of  unappropriated  and  unoccu-  {jf^J^^J^J).' 
pied  lands  for  the  Canadian  and  Nova  Scotia  refugees  upon  a  return  Canadiao 
signed  by  Brigadier  General  Moses  Hazen  and  Colonel  James  Livingston,  sootS-^ref- 
or  either  of  them,  on  the  part  of  the  Canadian  refugees,  and  Colonel  Jere-  ugeee. 
miah  Throop  on  the  part  of  the  Nova  Scotia  refugees,  at  such  place  in 
the  northern  part  of  this  State  as  they  shall  think  proper,  not  exceeding 
one  thousand  acres  to  each  of  the  commissioned  officers,  and  five  hun- 
dred acres  to  each  other  person  or  persons  refugees  as  aforesaid.     Pro- 
vided nevertheless,  that  the  said  commissioners  shall  not  grant  any  lands 
to  any  of  the  said  Canadian  or  Nova  Scotia  refugees,  unless  it  shall 
appear  to  them  by  satisfactory  proof,  that  such  refugees,  had  respec- 
tively actually  left  Canada  or  Nova  Scotia  before  the  first  day  of  Novem- 
ber in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  and  have 
respectively  resided  within  this  State  for  the  term  of  two  years  next  pre- 
ceding the  said  day  last  mentioned.     And  the  governor  shall  direct 
letters-patent  to  be  issued  accordingly  to  the  said  person  or  persons  re- 
spectively, on  his  or  their  paying  to  the  surveyor  general,  their  propor- 
tion of  the  expence  of  running  out  the  lines  of  the  said  townships,  and 
the  patent  fees,  as  is  directed  by  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  encourage 
the  settlement  of  the  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  within  this  State." 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  lands  Lands 
hereby  directed  to  be  granted  to  the  said  refugees  as  aforesaid  shall  be  refi?^^^ 
subject  to  the  same  conditions  of  settlement  and  forfeitures,  as  the  lands  subject  to 
to  be  granted  by  virtue  of  the  act  aforesaid,  entitled  "  An  act  to  encour-  ditions. 
age  the  settlement  of  the  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  within  this 
State." 

And  be  it  further  enqcted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  when  the  Lands 
surveyor  general  shall  have  laid  out  the  quantity  of  land  agreable  to  refugees  to 
such  directions  as  he  shall  receive  from  the  commissioners  by  virtue  of  ^^!Jj'^n,j 
the  two  last  preceeding  clauses  of  this  act,  and  made  a  subdivision  balloted 
thereof  into  lots  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  each,  on  a  map  or  maps  '^''* 
and  shall  have  transmitted  a  copy  of  such  map  or  maps  to  the  commis- 
sioners aforesaid,  the  said  commissioners  shall  thereupon  proceed  by 
ballot  or  otherwise,  as  to  them  shall  seem  best  to  determine  to  which  of 
the  said  persons,  contained  in  the  returns  of  the  said  General  Hazen, 
Colonel  Livingston  or  Colonel  Throop,  the  lots  respectively  shall  belong. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  com- 
missioners appointed  by  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  encourage  the  set- 
tlement of  the  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  within  this  State,"  o^ 
any  three  or  more  of  them,  the  governor  or  person  administring  the 
government  being  always  one,  are  hereby  authorized  to  direct  the  sur- 
veyor general  of  this  State,  to  lay  out  so  much  of  the  said  lands  into 
townships,  and  in  such  manner  as  to  the  said  commissioners  or  any 
three  or  more  of  them,  the  governor  or  person  administring  the  gov- 
ernment always  being  one,  shall  appear  to  be  most  for  the  interest  of 
the  State;  and  the  surveyor  general  is  hereby  directed  to  conform  him- 
self in  all  things  respecting  the  lapng  out  and  surveying  of  the  said 
lands,  to  such  orders  as  he  from  time  to  time  may  or  shall  receive  from 
the  said  commissioners  as  aforesaid. 
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AN  ACT  for  the  speedy  sale*  of  the  confiscated  and  forfeited 
estates,  within  this  State  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned. 

Passed  the  12th  of  May,  1784. 

Whereas  the  public  exigences  require  that  the  goods  and  chatties, 
lands  and  tenements,  which  have  been  forfeited  to,  and  are  now  vested 
in  the  people  of  this  State  by  attainder  or  conviction  in  the  progress  of 
the  late  war,  should  be  sold  and  converted  into  money,  and  otherwise 
applied  for  sinking  and  discharging  the  public  securities. 

I.  Beit  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  repre- 
sented in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  samCy  That  the  person  administering  the  government  of  this  State 
for  the  time  being,  shall  be  and  is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council  of  appointment,  to 
appoint  during  the  pleasure  of  the  said  council,  and  to  commission  under 
the  great  seal  of  this  State,  seven  commissioners  of  forfeitures  viz:  two 
commissioners  for  the  southern  district,  one  other  commissioner  for  the 
middle  district  three  commissioners  for  the  western  district,  and  one 
commissioner  for  the  eastern  district ;  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful, 
to  and  for  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners  of  forfeitures  to  be 
appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act  for  the  respective  districts  of  this  State, 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  from  time  to  time  to  sell 
and  dispose  of  all  lands  tenements  hereditaments  and  real  estate,  within 
their  respective  districts,  heretofore  confiscated  and  forfeited  to  the 
people  of  this  State,  in  manner  herein  after  directed,  and  to  make,  seal, 
and  deliver  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  respectively,  or  to  their  re- 
spective heirs  or  assigns,  good  and  sufficient  deeds  and  conveyances  in 
the  law,  to  vest  the  same  in  him  or  them  respectively,  that  every  such 
purchaser  and  purchasers  his,  her  and  their  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  by 
virtue  of  such  deed  and  conveyance,  respectively  be  so  vested  in  title, 
seisin  and  possession,  of  the  lands  tenements  and  hereditaments  so  pur- 
chased, as  to  have  and  maintain,  in  his  her  or  their  name  or  names,  any 
action  for  recovery  thereof  or  damages  relating  thereto,  any  actual 
seisin  or  possession  thereof  in  any  other  person  or  persons  notwithstand- 
ing ;  that  every  such  deed  and  conveyance  shall  be  deemed  to  operate 
as  a  warrantee  from  the  people  of  this  State  to  the  purchaser  or  pur- 
chasers respectively,  and  their  respective  heirs  and  assigns  for  the  lands 
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tenements  and  hereditaments  so  to  be  respectively  granted  and  con- 
veyed, against  all  claims  titles  and  incumbrances  whatsoever,  and  such 
purchaser  or  purchasers  respectively,  and  their  respective  heirs  and 
assigns  shall  in  case  of  eviction,  have  such  remedy  and  relief  upon  such 
warrantee  as  is  consistent  with  good  faith  in  such  manner  as  shall  be 
provided  for,  by  future  act  or  acts  of  the  legislature,  and  if  judgment  in 
a  due  course  of  law  shall  be  obtained  for  any  lands  tenements  or  here- 
ditaments, which  shall  be  sold  by  virtue  of  this  act,  against  any  person 
or  persons,  having  derived  title  thereto  from  or  under  the  people  of  this 
State,  or  either  of  the  said  commissioners,  the  person  or  persons  having 
so  obtained  judgment,  shall  not  have  any  writ  of  possession,  nor  obtain  Nopur- 
the  possession  of  such  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments,  until  he,  she  Se^eWcted 
or  they  shall  have  paid  to  the  person  or  persons  possessing  the  title  unless  paid 
thereto  derived  from  or  under  the  people  of  this  State  or  the  said  com-  unprove- 
missioners  or  either  of  them,  the  value  of  all  improvements  made  thereon  ™«nt8. 
after  the  passing  of  this  act  as  the  same  shall  be  estimated  valued  and 
ascertained  by  two  or  more  appraisers ;  which  appraisors  shall  be  by 
rule  for  that  purpose  appointed  by  the  court  in  which  such  judgment 
shall  have  been  obtained,  unless  the  parties  shall  agree  on  the  value  of 
such  improvements,  or  agree  on  and  submit  to  appraisors  to  value  the 
same. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and  Lands  to 
may  be  lawful,  to  and  for  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners  of  aScUcm  u» 
forfeitures,  and  they  are  hereby  fully  authorized  to  sell  and  dispose  of  5|fS®*^ 
all  the  confiscated  and  forfeited  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments 
within  their  respective  districts,  at  public  vendue,  to  the  highest  bidder 
or  bidders,  or  at  private  sale,  or  by  either  of  the  said  modes,  which  he 
or  they  may  deem  to  be  most  beneficial  to  this  State,  and  that  the  same 
shall  be  sold  in  such  parcels  as  the  commissioner  or  commissioners  shall 
from  time  to  time  think  proper,  first  giving  six  weeks  notice  of  the  sale 
or  sales  so  to  be  made  by  public  vendue  in  two  or  more  of  the  public 
news  papers  of  this  State  containing  a  description,  as  to  the  quantity  by 
estimation  of  the  lands  tenements  and  hereditaments  to  be  sold,  the 
scituation  thereof,  and  the  name  or  names  of  the  person  or  persons,  by 
the  attainder  or  conviction  of  whom  the  said  lands  tenements  and  here- 
ditaments are  deemed  to  have  become  forfeited.     Provided  always,  that  Proviso,  as 
such  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  shall,  in  the  first  place,  be  put  SSiiwa^of 
up  for  sale  at  public  vendue,  and  that  if  the  commissioner  or  commis-  Jj^<i» 
sioners  selling  the  same  shall  deem  that  the  highest  bidder  hath  not  sufficient' 
bidden  a  sum  equal  to  what  such  commissioner  or  commissioners  shall  pr*c®bid. 
conceive  to  be  the  true  value  thereof  or  nearly  so,  that  then  he  or  they 
shall  adjourn  the  sale  to  a  future  day,  and  if  at  such  future  day  he  or 
they  shall  not  be  able  to  procure  what  shall  be  deemed  by  him  or  them 
to  be  the  value  thereof,  or  nearly  so,  he  or  they  shall  no  longer  be  bound 
to  expose  the  same  at  public  vendue,  but  may  proceed  to  dispose  oi  the 
same  by  private  contract  and  sale  first  duly  advertising  the  same,  as  is 
herein  after  directed  with  respect  to  unimproved  lands  to  be  sold  at 
private  sale  in  the  eastern  and  western  districts.     And  provided  also  Proviso  as 
that  if  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners  for  the  said  eastern  and  ^e  of  *'^ 
western  districts  shall  deem  it  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  this  State,  to  lands, 
sell  and  dispose  of  the  unimproved  lands,  or  any  part  thereof  in  the  said 
districts  at  public  vendue,  he  or  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  sell  and 
dispose  of  the  same  at  private  sale  in  the  first  instance,  first  advertising 
in  two  of  the  public  news  papers  of  this  State  for  four  weeks  the  lands 
so  intended  for  sale  and  the  times  and  places  when  and  where  they  will 
attend  to  treat  for  the  sale  thereof. 
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Mortgaged  III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in  case 
wh^  ^^y  o^  ^^  ^^^  forfeited  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments  shall  appear  to 
equity  of  the  said  respective  commissioners  to  be  legally  charged  or  incumbered 
tion'Sfbe  by  mortgage  duly  executed  before  the  ninth  day  of  July  in  the  year  one 
•®^^-  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six,  to  or  for  the  use  of  any  person 

or  persons  not  attainted  or  convicted,  the  said  respective  commissioners 
shall  in  manner  aforesaid,  sell  and  dispose  of  the  equity  of  redemption 
of  such  mortgaged  premises  only, — That  every  assignment  by  any  per- 
son or  persons  attainted  or  convicted  as  aforesaid,  to  a  person  or  persons 
not  attainted  or  corivicted  of  a  mortgage  legally  charged  on  any  of  the 
forfeited  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments  aforesaid,  by  the  p)erson  under 
whose  attainder  or  conviction  the  said  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments 
became  forfeited,  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  to  be  good  and  valid, 
Proviso,  aa  provided  that  it  shall  be  proved  by  competent  witnesses  to  the  satisfac- 
t^iuy  o?  *^o^  o^  *^^  chancellor  or  any  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court  that 
mortgage,  the  said  assignment  was  duly  executed  in  due  form  of  law  prior  to  the 
ninth  day  of  July  in  the  year  last  aforesaid,  and  in  such  case  the  said 
respective  commissioners  shall  in  like  manner  sell  and  dispose  of  only 
the  equity  of  redemption  ol  such  mortgaged  premises.     And  where  any 
such  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments  shall  be  claimed  to  stand  charged 
and  incumbred  by  mortgage  made  or  executed  between  the  said  ninth 
day  of  July  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six, 
and  the  time  when  in  virtue  of  any  attainder  or  conviction,  the  same 
became  forfeited  to  the  people  of  this  State,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
to  and  for  the  chancellor  of  this  State,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  and 
required,  on  the  petition  of  the  commissioner  or  commissioners  having 
the  charge  thereof  on  the  part  of  the  State,  and  of  the  claimant,  under 
such  mortgage  or  pretended  mortgage,  or  either  of  them,  to  proceed  in 
a  summary  way,  to  enquire  into  the  matters  of  such  claim,  and  after 
hearing  the  parties  to  make  a  final  decision  thereupon  and  if  by  such 
decision,  the  mortgage  shall  be  decreed  to  be  valid,  the  commissioner 
Qx  commissioners  shall  in  manner  aforesaid,  sell  and  dispose  only  of  the 
What         equity  of  redemption  thereof,  and  all  mortgages  made  or  executed  by 
to^be^o^  any  person  or  persons  attainted  or  convicted  as  aforesaid,  to  another 
aidered       person  in  like  manner  attainted  or  convicted  shall  be  and  hereby  are  de- 
void, dared  to  be  to  all  intents  constructions  and  purposes,  null  and  void, 
and  it  shall  be  lawful,  to  and  for  the  respective  commissioner  or  com- 
missioners having  the  care  of  any  forfeited  lands  tenements  or  heredita- 
ments, claimed  to  be  subject  to  or  incumbered  by  such  mortgage,  to 
proceed  to  the  sale,  disposal,  grant  and  conveyance  thereof  in  the  same 
manner  as  he  or  they  could  or  ought  to  have  done,  if  no  such  mortgage 
Where        ever  had  been  made  or  executed;  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  com- 
iensex-*   missioner  or  commissioners  that  any  forfeited  lands  tenements  or  heredit- 
j^^Sfl**""^  amen ts  within  his  or  their  districts  respectively,  stand  charged  or  incum- 
bered by  judgment  or  judgments  legally  obtained  or  recovered  in  any 
court  of  record  prior  to  the  said  ninth  day  of  July  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy  six,  by,  at  the  suit,  or  for  the  use  of 
any  person  or  persons  not  attainted  or  convicted  as  aforesaid,  such 
judgment  or  judgments  being  in  force  and  effect,  and  remaining  unsat- 
isfied then  and  in  every  such  case,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for 
such  commissioner  or  commissioners  respectively,  and  he  and  they  are 
hereby  authorised  and  required  to  sell,  dispose  of,  grant  and  convey  in 
manner  aforesaid,  all  such  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments,  subject  and 
liable  to  such  judgment  or  judgments  and  incumbrances, 
^oce^^        IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  when- 
Tngto de-   ever  any  claim  shall  be  made  by  any  person  or  persons,  on  any  lands 
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tenements  or  hereditaments,  forfeited  to  the  people  of  this  State  by  the  ^T™j°® 
attainder  or  conviction  of  any  person  or  persons,  by  contract  or  bargain  ciaims^o 
in  writing  for  the  purchase  of  any  such  lands  tenements  and  heredita-  bands- 
men ts  made  before  the  ninth  day  of  July  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-six  and  not  carried  into  compleat  execution,  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  chancellor  of  this  State  to  pro- 
ceed in  a  summary  way,  to  enquire  into  the  merits  of  such  claim  in  like 
manner  as  is  directed  in  the  preceding  section  in  cases  of  mortgages, 
and  to  make  a  final  decision  thereon.     And  in  case  it  shall  be  decreed,  Proceed- 
that  the  whole  purchase  money  has  been  paid  for  any  such  lands  tene-  pe?|<J^8*'^ 
ments  or  hereditaments,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioner  ^oW  landa 
or  commissioners  to  give  a  conveyance  to  the  claimant  for  the  premises;  valid  oon- 
but  if  it  shall  be  decreed  that  a  part  only  of  the  purchase  money  has  p^^hMe 
been  paid  by  the  claimant,  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners, 
shall  on  receiving  the  sum  so  decreed  to  be  due,  if  paid  in  gold  or  sil- 
ver, within  three  months  next  after  such  decree,  give  a  deed  or  convey- 
ance  for   such    lands   tenements   or   hereditaments   to  such  claimant 
provided  nevertheless,  that  no  such  claim  as  aforesaid  on  any  lands 
tenements  or  hereditaments  forfeited  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  admitted  by 
the  chancellor  unless  the  same  be  made  within  six  weeks  after  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act,  or  before  the  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments  on  which 
such  claim  is  made,  are  sold  by  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners 
and  a  certificate  thereof  signed  by  the  said  commissioner  or  commis- 
sioners be  produced  to  the  said  chancellor  by  the  claimant  certifying 
that  the  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments  on  which  such  claim  is  made 
are  not  sold. 

V.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and  Wh«t  se- 
may  be  lawful  for  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners  to  receive  may' be  re- 
in  payment  for  any  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments,  in  and  by  this  pa^tnt- 
act  directed  to  be  sold,  the  following  species  of  money,  certificates  ezoeption. 
and  other  paper  Securities,  except  for  the  payment  of  lands  tenements 
and  hereditaments  hereinafter  otherwise  directed  to  be  made,  that  is  to 
say,  gold  or  silver  at  its  respective  legal  or  current  value,  bills  of  tredit 
emitted  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  this  State  entitled  "An  act  for  emitting 
monies  upon  the  credit  of  this  State  passed  the  27th  day  of  March  in 
the  year  1781,  for  gold  or  silver.  Bills  of  credit  emitted  in  pursuance 
of  an  act  of  this  State  entitled  "An  act  approving  of  the  act  of  Congress 
of  the  1 8th  March  1780,  relative  to  the  finances  of  the  United  States, 
and  making  provision  for  redeeming  the  proportion  of  this  State  of  the 
bills  of  credit  to  be  emitted  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act  of  Congress 
passed  June  15th  1780.  Bills  of  credit  emitted  by  the  authority  of  the 
provincial  Congress  of  this  State  while  it  was  a  colony,  and  by  the  con- 
vention of  this  State  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  in  silver  for  every  one 
hundred  and  twenty  nominal  dollars  in  such  bills.  Bills  of  credit 
emitted  by  the  authority  of  Congress,  or  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  in  silver,  for  every  one 
hundred  and  twenty  nominal  dollars  in  such  bills.  Bills  of  credit 
emitted  by  the  authority  of  the  legislature  of  the  late  colony,  now  State 
of  New  York,  at  the  rate  of  one  pound  in  gold  and  silver  for  every  one 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds  nominal  value  in  such  bills.  Certificates 
issued  by  the  treasurer  of  this  State  for  monies  borrowed  for  the  use  of  this 
State  and  directed  to  be  paid  by  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of  certain  contingent  expences  of  this  State  passed  the 
25th  day  of  October  1779,"  reduced  to  the  value  of  gold  or  silver  by 
the  Continental  scale  of  depreciation.  Certificates  issued  by  the  agent 
of  this  State  in  pursuance  of  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  procure  sup- 
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Mort«aged  III,  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  case 
wh^  ^^y  o^  ^^®  s^^^  forfeited  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments  shall  appear  to 
equity  of  the  said  respective  commissioners  to  be  legally  charged  or  incumbered 
tion  ufbe  by  mortgage  duly  executed  before  the  ninth  day  of  July  in  the  year  one 
•®*^*  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six,  to  or  for  the  use  of  any  person 

or  persons  not  attainted  or  convicted,  the  said  respective  commissioners 
shall  in  manner  aforesaid,  sell  and  dispose  of  the  equity  of  redemption 
of  such  mortgaged  premises  only, — That  every  assignment  by  any  per- 
son or  persons  attainted  or  convicted  as  aforesaid,  to  a  person  or  persons 
not  attainted  or  convicted  of  a  mortgage  legally  charged  on  any  of  the 
forfeited  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments  aforesaid,  by  the  person  under 
whose  attainder  or  conviction  the  said  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments 
became  forfeited,  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  to  be  good  and  valid, 
ProYtso.as  provided  that  it  shall  be  proved  by  competent  witnesses  to  the  satisfac- 
le^Hty  0/  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  chancellor  or  any  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court  that 
mortgage,  the  said  assignment  was  duly  executed  in  due  form  of  law  prior  to  the 
ninth  day  of  July  in  the  year  last  aforesaid,  and  in  such  case  the  said 
respective  commissioners  shall  in  like  manner  sell  and  dispose  of  only 
the  equity  of  redemption  ol  such  mortgaged  premises.     And  where  any 
such  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments  shall  be  claimed  to  stand  charged 
and  incumbred  by  mortgage  made  or  executed  between  the  said  ninth 
day  of  July  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six, 
and  the  time  when  in  virtue  of  any  attainder  or  conviction,  the  same 
became  forfeited  to  the  people  of  this  State,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
to  and  for  the  chancellor  of  this  State,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  and 
required,  on  the  petition  of  the  commissioner  or  commissioners  having 
the  charge  thereof  on  the  part  of  the  State,  and  of  the  claimant,  under 
such  mortgage  or  pretended  mortgage,  or  either  of  them,  to  proceed  in 
a  summary  way,  to  enquire  into  the  matters  of  such  claim,  and  after 
hearing  the  parties  to  make  a  final  decision  thereupon  and  if  by  such 
decision,  the  mortgage  shall  be  decreed  to  be  valid,  the  commissioner 
Qx  commissioners  shall  in  manner  aforesaid,  sell  and  dispose  only  of  the 
What         equity  of  redemption  thereof,  and  all  mortgages  made  or  executed  by 
toTJe^o^  any  person  or  persons  attainted  or  convicted  as  aforesaid,  to  another 
8*dered       person  in  like  manner  attainted  or  convicted  shall  be  and  hereby  are  de- 
void, clared  to  be  to  all  intents  constructions  and  purposes,  null  and  void, 
and  it  shall  be  lawful,  to  and  for  the  respective  commissioner  or  com- 
missioners having  the  care  of  any  forfeited  lands  tenements  or  heredita- 
ments, claimed  to  be  subject  to  or  incumbered  by  such  mortgage,  to 
proceed  to  the  sale,  disposal,  grant  and  conveyance  thereof  in  the  same 
manner  as  he  or  they  could  or  ought  to  have  done,  if  no  such  mortgage 
Where       ever  had  been  made  or  executed ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  com- 
liens'ex-*   missioner  or  commissioners  that  any  forfeited  lands  tenements  or  heredit- 
ist  against  aments  within  his  or  their  districts  respectively,  stand  charged  or  incum- 
bered by  judgment  or  judgments  legally  obtained  or  recovered  in  any 
court  of  record  prior  to  the  said  ninth  day  of  July  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy  six,  by,  at  the  suit,  or  for  the  use  of 
any  person  or  persons  not  attainted  or  convicted  as  aforesaid,  such 
judgment  or  judgments  being  in  force  and  effect,  and  remaining  unsat- 
isfied then  and  in  every  such  case,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for 
such  commissioner  or  commissioners  respectively,  and  he  and  they  are 
hereby  authorised  and  required  to  sell,  dispose  of,  grant  and  convey  in 
manner  aforesaid,  all  such  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments,  subject  and 
liable  to  such  judgment  or  judgments  and  incumbrances. 
proceSS?^        IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  when- 
fng  to  de-   ever  any  claim  shall  be  made  by  any  person  or  persons,  on  any  lands 
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tenements  or  hereditaments,  forfeited  to  the  people  of  this  State  by  the  ^HJ}"® 
attainder  or  conviction  of  any  person  or  persons,  by  contract  or  bargain  cfaima^o 
in  writing  for  the  purchase  of  any  such  lands  tenements  and  heredita-  lands, 
ments  made  before  the  ninth  day  of  July  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-six  and  not  carried  into  compleat  execution,  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  chancellor  of  this-  State  to  pro- 
ceed in  a  summary  way,  to  enquire  into  the  merits  of  such  claim  in  like 
manner  as  is  directed  in  the  preceding  section  in  cases  of  mortgages, 
and  to  make  a  final  decision  thereon.     And  in  case  it  shall  be  decreed,  Proceed- 
that  the  whole  purchase  money  has  been  paid  for  any  such  lands  tene-  pe?|<m8*'^ 
ments  or  hereditaments,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioner  Koid  lands 

•  under 

or  commissioners  to  give  a  conveyance  to  the  claimant  for  the  premises;  valid  con- 
but  if  it  shall  be  decreed  that  a  part  only  of  the  purchase  money  has  plJrohMe. 
been  paid  by  the  claimant,  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners, 
shall  on  receiving  the  sum  so  decreed  to  be  due,  if  paid  in  gold  or  sil- 
ver, within  three  months  next  after  such  decree,  give  a  deed  or  convey- 
ance  for   such   lands   tenements   or   hereditaments   to  such  claimant 
provided  nevertheless,  that  no  such  claim  as  aforesaid  on  any  lands 
tenements  or  hereditaments  forfeited  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  admitted  by 
the  chancellor  unless  the  same  be  made  within  six  weeks  after  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act,  or  before  the  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments  on  which 
such  claim  is  made,  are  sold  by  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners 
and  a  certificate  thereof  signed  by  the  said  commissioner  or  commis- 
sioners be  produced  to  the  said  chancellor  by  the  claimant  certifying 
that  the  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments  on  which  such  claim  is  made 
are  not  sold. 

V.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and  What  se- 
may  be  lawful  for  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners  to  receive  may  be  re- 
in  payment  for  any  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments,  in  and  by  this  pa^^nJ. 
act  directed  to  be  sold,  the  following  species  of  money,  certificates  exception, 
and  other  paper  Securities,  except  for  the  payment  of  lands  tenements 
and  hereditaments  hereinafter  otherwise  directed  to  be  made,  that  is  to 
say,  gold  or  silver  at  its  respective  legal  or  current  value,  bills  of  tredit 
emitted  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  this  State  entitled  "An  act  for  emitting 
monies  upon  the  credit  of  this  State  passed  the  27th  day  of  March  in 
the  year  1781,  for  gold  or  silver.  Bills  of  credit  emitted  in  pursuance 
of  an  act  of  this  State  entitled  "An  act  approving  of  the  act  of  Congress 
of  the  i8th  March  1780,  relative  to  the  finances  of  the  United  States, 
and  making  provision  for  redeeming  the  proportion  of  this  State  of  the 
bills  of  credit  to  be  emitted  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act  of  Congress 
passed  June  15  th  1780.  Bills  of  credit  emitted  by  the  authority  of  the 
provincial  Congress  of  this  State  while  it  was  a  colony,  and  by  the  con- 
vention of  this  State  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  in  silver  for  every  one 
hundred  and  twenty  nominal  dollars  in  such  bills.  Bills  of  credit 
emitted  by  the  authority  of  Congress,  or  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  in  silver,  for  every  one 
hundred  and  twenty  nominal  dollars  in  such  bills.  Bills  of  credit 
emitted  by  the  authority  of  the  legislature  of  the  late  colony,  now  State 
of  New  York,  at  the  rate  of  one  pound  in  gold  and  silver  for  every  one 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds  nominal  value  in  such  bills.  Certificates 
issued  by  the  treasurer  of  this  State  for  monies  borrowed  for  the  use  of  this 
State  and  directed  to  be  paid  by  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  for 
♦.he  payment  of  certain  contingent  expences  of  this  State  passed  the 
25th  day  of  October  1779,"  reduced  to  the  value  of  gold  or  silver  by 
the  Continental  scale  of  depreciation.  Certificates  issued  by  the  agent 
of  this  State  in  pursuance  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  procure  sup- 
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plies  for  the  use  of  the  army,  and  to  prevent  a  monoply  of  cattle  within 
this  State  and  more  effectually  to  prevent  supplies  of  cattle  to  the 
enemy  passed  the  24th  day  of  June  1780.  Certificates  issued  by  the 
treasurer  of  this  State  in  pursuance  of  an  act  entitled  An  act  to  provide 
for  the  payment  of  certain  monies  taken  on  loan  by  this  State  passed 
the  30th  day  of  June  1780,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  in  silver  for  ever)- 
forty  of  the  nominal  dollars  specified  in  such  certificates.  Warrants 
with  receipts  thereon  indorsed,  given  by  virtue  of  the  act  entitled  **  An 
act  to  compleat  the  Continental  battalions  raised  under  the  direction  of 
this  State,  passed  the  ist  day  of  July  1780,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  in 
silver  for  every  bushel  of  wheat  specified  in  such  warrants.  Certificates 
granted  for  horses  purchased  by  this  State  for  the  use  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States  m  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eight}-. 
Accounts  liquidated  and  certified,  or  certificates  granted  by  the  late 
auditor  general  of  this  State  or  the  auditor  of  the  State  for  the  time 
being,  reduced  to  specie  value  (if  not  already  so  reduced)  by  the  Con- 
tinental scale  of  depreciation.  Certificates  issued  by  the  auditors  ap- 
pointed in  pursuance  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  liquidate  and  settle 
the  accounts  of  the  troops  of  this  State  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  passed  the  4th  day  of  October  1780.  Certificates  issued  by  the 
Continental  commissioner  of  loans  in  this  State  for  monies  lent  to  the 
United  States,  reduced  to  their  value  in  specie  by  the  Continental  scale 
of  depriciation.  Certificates  given  or  which  may  be  given  by  virtue 
of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  empower  the  auditors  appointed  to  liqui- 
date and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  troops  of  this  State  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  to  grant  certificates  to  the  troops  of  this  State 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  for  their  pay  accrued  for  the  time 
therein  mentioned  "  passed  at  this  present  meeting  of  the  legislature. 
Certificates  given  or  to  be  given  by  the  Continental  commissioner  or 
commissioners  of  accounts  within  this  State  for  services  performed  or 
articles  delivered  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States.  Certificates  given  or  to  be  given  by  the  commissioners 
appointed  by  virtue  of  An  act  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to 
procure  monies  on  loan  and  cloathing  for  the  use  of  this  State  "  passed 
the  7th  of  March  1781.  Certificates  given  or  to  be  given  by  virtue  of 
An  act  for  the  settlement  of  the  pay  of  the  levies  and  militia  for  their 
services  in  the  late  war  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned  passed 
Interest  at  this  present  meeting  of  the  legislature.  And  that  the  interest  due  or 
catea'com-  ^o  become  due  to  the  time  of  sale  shall  be  allowed  to  the  person  or 
puted  to  persons  so  paying  the  same,  and  that  all  such  of  the  said  notes,  certifi- 
*  cates  or  securities  herein  before  mentioned  and  which  are  not  negotiable 
shall  be  and  hereby  are  declared  to  be  negotiable  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  any  law  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 
United  VI.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  no  greater  or 

of*credH"*  further  sum  in  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  the  authority  of  Congress  or 
only  taken  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  than  the  sum 
of  Ave  mil-  of  five  millions  of  dollars  in  such  bills  shall  be  received  in  pajnment  for 
lion  dollars  ^^  lands  tenements  and  hereditaments,  directed  to  be  sold  by  this  act 
and  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  encourage  the  settlement  of  the  waste 
and  unappropriated  lands  within  this  State  "  passed  at  this  present 
When  that  meeting  of  the  legislature.     And  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  th^said 
received,    commissioner  and  commissioners  on  the  receipt  of  any  sum  in    su^ 
sumere^to   ^"^^  immediatly  to  transmit  an  account  thereof  to  the  treasurer,  wh. 
be  ordered  is  hereby  directed,  whenever  he  shall  find  that  such  bills  which  he  mar 
ceiveiu?*h  ^^^e  in  the  treasury,  together  with  the  like  bills,  which  may  be  in    tli'ei 
^»*i8-  hands  of  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners,  will  amount  to    the 
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said  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  to  order  the  said  commissioner  and 
commissioners  not  to  receive  any  further  sums  in  such  bills,  which  order 
the  said  commissioner  and  commissioners  are  to  observe ;  and  the  said 
treasurer  shall  not  after  giving  the  said  order  receive  any  further  sum 
in  such  bills  in  payment  for  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  directed  to 
be  sold  in  and  by  the  said  act  last  recited. 

VII.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  whenever  the  One-third 
said  commissioner  or  commissioners  shall  make  sale  of  any  lands  tene-  chiSo^prioe 
ments  or  hereditaments,  by  public  vendue  or  private  sale,  the  person  or  to  be  paid 
persons  to  whom  such  sale  shall  be  made,  shall  immediately  pay  unto  Jaie.™^  ^ 
the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners,  the  one  third  part  of  the  pur- 
chase money,  and  shall  with  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners 
reciprocally  subscribe  a  memorandum  or  note  in  writing  of  such  sale 

and  payment,  and  such  person  or  persons  shall  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  June  in  the  year  one  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five, 
pay  the  remaining  sum  due  on  such  sale  mentioned  in  the  said  memo- 
randum or  note  ;  upon  which  last  payment,  such  person  or  persons,  or  Deeds  to 
his  her  or  their  legal  representatives,  shall  be  entitled  to  deeds  and  con-  ^heiT? uU 
veyances,  for  the  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments  by  him  or  them  so  payment 
purchased,  and  if  the  said  last  payment  be  in  certificates,  or  other  paper  ™*  ®* 
securities  bearing  an  interest,  no  interest  shall  be  allowed  or  reckoned 
thereon,  other  than  such  as  had  accrued  at  the  time  of  the  sale  of  the 
lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments  aforesaid.     And  in  case  such  last 
payment  shall  not  be  paid  within  the  time  abovementioned,  the  said 
one  third  part  of  the  purchase  money,  paid  to  the  said  commissioner 
or  commissioners  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  people  of  this  State,  and  the 
said  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments,  shall  be  again  sold  at  public 
vendue  or  private  sale  in  the  manner  by  this  act  directed. 

VIII.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  be  the  Commia- 
duty  of  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners,  and  they  are  hereby  JraSamit** 
required  from  time  to  time  to  transmit  to  the  treasury,  all  such  species  "^°rjjy*°*^ 
of  money,  certificates  and  other  paper  securities,  as  he  or  they  may  cates  to 
receive  in  payment  for  the  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments,  directed  JJ,®JJcoimt 
to  be  sold  by  this  act;  and  shall  once  in  every  six  months  account  with  once  in 
the  treasurer  for  all  such  monies  certificates  and  other  paper  securities    ^  "*^°*  * 
by  him  or  them  received  in  pursuance  thereof. 

And  whereas  certain  lands  tenements  and  hereditaments,  which  have  Proviso,  as 
become  forfeited  and  vested  in  the  people  of  this  State,  are  charged  pfj^gw? 
with  the  redemption  of  certain  bills  of  credit  emitted,  pursuant  to  the  for  certain 
acts  herein  after  mentioned  ;   and  whereas  the  lands  tenements  and  credit, 
hereditaments  so  charged  in  the  southern  district,  are  amply  sufficient 
to  redeem  the  whole  of  the  said  bills  now  in  circulation. 

IX.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  so  much  of  Y^^\ 
the  confiscated  estates  in  the  southern  district  of  this  State  as  are  southern 
charged  with  the  redemption  of  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  in  this  State,  ^if^'^ceV 
pursuant  to  an  act  entitled  "An  act  approving  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  tain  buis 
the  1 8th  of  March  1780  relative  to  the  finances  of  the  United  States,  onf/?£.^ 
and  making  provision  for  redeeming  the  proportion  of  this  State  of  the  ceived. 
bills  of  credit  to  be  emitted  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act  of  Congress  ; 

and  of  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  pursuant  to  an  act  entitled  "  An  act 
for  emitting  monies  upon  the  credit  of  this  State  *' passed  27th  of 
March  1781,  as  will  amount  to  the  value  of  the  said  bills  of  credit  now 
in  circulation,  with  the  interest  due  or  to  become  due  thereon,  shall  be 
sold  by  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  for  the  southern  district,  and 
in  the  manner  directed  by  the  second  section  of  this  act,  and  that  gold 
or  silver,  and  the  said  bills  of  credit  only,  shall  be  received  in  payment 
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for  the  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  so  to  be  sold,  and  that  the 
said  commissioners  shall  by  advertisement  to  be  published  for  eight 
weeks  successively  in  two  or  more  of  the  news  papers  to  be  printed  in 
this  State,  describe  the  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments  so  by  them  to 
be  sold,  and  mention  the  day  or  days,  on  which  such  lands,  tenements 
or  hereditaments  will  be  exposed  to  sale  ;  and  the  treasurer  of  this  State 
is  hereby  required  to  furnish  the  said  commissioners  with  an  account  of 
the  amount  of  all  the  said  bills  of  credit  in  circulation,  with  the  interest 
due  thereon,  to  enable  the  said  commissioners  to  estimate  the  amount 
which  will  probably  be  necessary  to  redeem  the  said  bills  ;  that  if  the 
whole  of  the  said  bills  shall  not  be  received  in  payment  for  the  lands 
tenements  and  hereditaments  so  to  be  sold  for  their  redemption  ;  the 
gold  and  silver  arising  from  such  sales  shall  be  and  hereby  is  appropri- 
ated to  the  redemption  of  such  of  the  said  bills,  as  may  not  have  been 
paid  in  on  such  sales.  And  to  the  end  that  all  the  said  bills  of  credit, 
may  be  taken  out  of  circulation  and  the  State  relieved  from  the  interest 
accruing  thereon,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer,  as  soon  as  he 
shall  be  vested  with  such  a  sum  of  money  in  gold  or  silver  arising  from 
such  sales  as  aforesaid,  as  he  shall  deem  sufficient  to  redeem  the  said 
bills,  to  give  notice  thereof  in  two  or  more  of  the  public  news  papers, 
printed  in  this  State,  requiring  all  holders  of  such  bills  to  bring  the 
same  to  the  treasurer,  for  redemption  on  or  before  a  day  to  be  men- 
tioned in  such  notice,  not  less  than  fifty  days  from  the  date  of  such 
notice,  and  if  any  such  bills  shall  remain  in  circulation  after  the  said 
day,  the  interest  thereon  shall  cease  from  and  after  such  day,  unless 
such  bills  should  thereafter  be  paid  for  the  purchase  of  unappropriated 
lands,  or  confiscated  and  forfeited  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments, 
in  which  the  interest  shall  be  allowed  to  the  day  of  payment,  any  thing 
in  this  case  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  * 

X.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  the 
other  lands  tenements  and  hereditaments,  charged  with  the  redemption 
of  the  said  bills  of  credit,  other  than  those  which  are  to  be  sold  for  the 
redemption  aforesaid,  shall  be  and  hereby  are  declared  subject  to  sale 
in  like  manner  as  other  lands  tenements  and  hereditaments  not  so 
charged  are  subject  to  by  this  act,  any  thing  in  the  said  two  last  recited 
acts  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  whereas  the  lands  tenements  and  hereditaments,  which  have 
become  forfeited  to  the  people  of  this  State  in  the  southern  district, 
were  not  subject  to  sale  for  certificates  granted  in  pursuance  of  the  act 
entitled  "  An  act  to  liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  troops  of 
this  State  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,"  passed  the  4th  day  of 
October  17 So,  so  long  as  the  said  should  remain  within  the  power  of 
the  enemy  ;  and  whereas  by  a  subsequent  act  of  this  State  the  commis- 
sioners of  forfeitures  for  the  southern  district  were  inhibited  from  selling 
the  said  lands  tenements  and  hereditaments  until  the  further  order  of 
the  legislature. 

XI.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  in  the  southern 
district  and  for  the  commissioner  or  commissioners  of  forfeitures 
respectively  in  the  other  great  districts  of  this  State  to  sell  lands,  tene- 
ments or  hereditaments  for  certificates  granted  in  pursuance  of  the  said 
act  passed  the  4th  day  of  October  1780,  or  in  pursuance  of  any  other 
acts  authorising  the  granting  of  certificates  for  depreciation  of  pay,  and 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  said  act  except  as  to  the  time  of  pay- 
ment other  than  lands  tenements  and  hereditaments,  which  are  or  were 
charged  with  the  redemption  of  the  bills  of  credit  commonly  called  the 
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New  Emission,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.     Provided  Proviso,  as 
always  that  applications  for  the  purchase  of  such  lands  tenements  and  wMc™  ap" 
hereditaments  by  holders  of  such  certificates  as  aforesaid  shall  be  made  jJJ^y^JJg" 
within  the  space  of  sixty  days  next  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  and  if  made, 
such  application  shall  not  be  made  before  the  expiration  of  the  said 
terra  the  holders  of  such  certificates  shall  be  precluded  from  any  further 
purchases  agreable  to  the  said  act  passed  the  4th  of  October  1780,  but 
shall  nevertheless  at  any  time  thereafter  be  entitled  to  receive  the  full 
value  of  the  same  in  specie  with  the  interest  which  may  be  due  thereon 
according  to  the  tenor  of  such  certificate.     And  it  shall  and  may  be  Sale  of 
lawfuU  to  and  for  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners  to  sell  in  the  iS^^com- 
manner  prescribed  in  and  by  the  said  act  of  the  4th  of  October  1780  ^SJ^epurt 
except  as  to  the  time  of  payment  and  for  the  certificates  granted  in  pur-  only  for- 
suance  of  that  act  or  other  acts  authorizing  the  granting  of  certificates  g^^  ^ 
for  depreciation  of  pay,  any  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments  which 
may  be  vested  in  the  people  of  this  State  by  the  attainder  or  conviction 
of  any  person  or  persons  and  which  may  be  in  common  and  undivided, 
other  than  the  lands  tenements  and  hereditaments  charged  with  the 
redemption  of  the  bills  of  credit  commonly  called  the  New  Emission  as 
above  mentioned,  in  case  such  commissioner  or  commissioners  shall 
deem  it  expedient  for  the  interest  of  the  State  to  sell  such  undivided 
lands  tenements  and  hereditaments  ;  and  in  case  the  said  commissioner 
or  commissioners  shall  deem  it  necessary  to  cause  a  division  or  partition 
of  such  undivided  lands  tenements  or    hereditaments  to  be  made  in 
order  to  dispose  of  the  same ;  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  commis- 
sioner or  commissioners  after  a  division  or  partition  of  such  lands  tene- 
ments or  hereditaments  shall  be  made  as  herein  is  after  directed  to  sell 
the  estate  which  may  be  found  to  belong  to  the  people  of  this  State,  in 
the  same,  in  the  manner,  and  for  the  certificates  last  aforesaid.     Pro- 
vided that  application  for  the  purchase  of  such  lands  tenements  or 
hereditaments  by  the  holders  of  such  certificates  is  made  within  sixty 
days  next  after  such  division  shall  have  taken  place. 

And  provided  further  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  Lands 
any  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments,  that  shall  be  located  as  afore-  ^^^b«l 
said  within  either  of  the  said  terms  of  sixty  days  shall  be  appraised  at  fimetobe 
such  price  as  the  appraisers  shall  deem  to  be  the  value  thereof  at  the  25S'?o!d. 
time  of  such  appraisement,  and  upon  such  appraisement  being  com- 
pleated  the  person  or  persons  who  located  or  applied  for  the  same,  shall 
within  two  days  deliver  to  the  commissioner  or  commissioners  of  the 
district,  such  certificates  as  above  mentioned  in  addition  to  the  deposit 
made  at  the  time  of  location,  as  will  amount  to  the  sum  of  such  ap- 
praisement ;  and  if  the  commissioner  or  commissioners  of  the  district, 
can  within  ten  days  after  the  receipt  of  such  certificates,  sell  or  dispose 
of  the  same  located  and  appraised  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments 
for  any  larger  sum  in  specie,  than  the  amount  of  the  appraisement,  he 
or  they  may  sell  and  dispose  of  the  same,  and  shall  in  such  case  within 
the  same  time  pay  to  the  owner  of  the  certificates  who  had  so  located 
thereon,  the  amount  of  the  appraisement. 

XII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  where  Proceed- 
any  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments  are  become  forfeited  to  the  peo-  JSHlJfor- 
ple  of  this  State  by  the  attainder  or  conviction  of  any  person  or  persons,  j|^^j,gj^ 
and  are  held  by  leases  in  fee,  leases  for  lives,  leases  for  years,  or  by  under 
parol  leases  granted  or  made  by  any  person  or  persons  in  whom  such  *®*®®' 
estates  were  vested  at  the  time  of  their  being  forfeited  as  aforesaid,  or 
made  by  any  person  or  persons  under  whom  persons  attainted  or  con- 
victed derived  estate  in  fee  or  for  life  in  the  same;  the  said  commis- 
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sioner  or  commissioners  shall  give  the  preemption  of  purchase  of  such 
lands  tenements  and  hereditaments,  to  such  tenant  or  tenants  on  such 
terms  and  conditions,  as  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners  shall 
deem  in  equity  and  good  conscience  to  be  the  value  thereof.  And  if 
such  tenant  or  tenants  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  purchase  the  same,  the 
commissioner  or  commissioners  shall  proceed  to  sell  the  reversion 
thereof  in  the  manner  directed,  in  and  by  the  second  section  in  this  act. 
Provided  always  that  no  person  shall  derive  any  advantage  of  preemp- 
tion as  aforesaid  unless  he  shall  produce  to  the  said  commissioner  or 
commissioners  such  certificate  as  is  directed  by  the  nineteenth  section 
of  the  act  entitled  An  act  for  the  forfeiture  and  sale  of  the  estates  of 
persons  who  have  adhered  to  the  enemies  of  this  State,  and  for  declar- 
ing the  sovereignty  of  the  people  of  this  State,  in  respect  to  all  property 
within  the  same,  passed  the  226.  of  October  1779. 

XIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the 
commissioner  or  commissioners  of  forfeitures  to  be  appointed  by  virtue 
of  this  act  shall  not  be  authorized  to  sell  lands  tenements  hereditaments 
or  real  estate  in  larger  parcels  than  the  quantity  of  five  hundred  acres  in 
each  parcel  unless  in  such  particular  cases  wherein  the  commissioner 
or  commissioners  shall  deem  it  beneficial  to  the  State  to  sell  a  larger 
tract.  And  that  the  sales  at  public  vendue  shall  be  made  in  the  county 
where  the  lands  tenements  hereditaments  or  real  estates  to  be  sold  re- 
spectively do  lie. 

And  whereas  several  lands  tenements  hereditaments  and  real  estate 
were  at  the  time  of  passing  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  forfeiture 
and  sale  of  the  estates  of  persons  who  have  adhered  to  the  enemies  of 
this  State,  and  for  declaring  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  of  this  State 
in  respect  to  all  property  within  the  same  "passed  the  22d  day  of  Octo- 
ber in  the  year  1779,  and  since  the  passing  thereof  vested  in  the  people 
of  this  State  by  the  attainder  and  conviction  of  divers  persons  who 
claimed  an  interest  in  the  same  as  tenants  in  common  in  fee  simple  with 
divers  other  persons.  And  whereas  it  is  proper  that  some  mode  be  pro- 
vided for  the  more  ready  and  speedy  partition  of  such  lands  tenements 
and  hereditaments  between  the  people  of  this  State  and  the  said  other 
persons,  to  the  end  that  the  divided  share  and  interest  of  the  people  of 
this  State  in  the  same,  may  on  such  partition  as  may  hereafter  be  made, 
be  more  readily  disposed  off. 

XIV.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  ths  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  com- 
missioner or  commissioners  to  be  appointed  in  manner  above  mentioned 
for  the  sale  in  each  district  of  this  State  of  all  lands  tenements  and 
hereditaments  lying  in  such  districts  respectively  shall  as  soon  as  may 
be  after  their  appointment  and  qualification  as  herein  after  mentioned 
respectively  publish  in  at  least  two  of  the  public  newspapers  of  this 
State  an  advertizement  notifying  to  all  persons  interested  in  the  lands 
intended  to  be  divided,  and  therein  to  be  described,  requiring  them  and 
each  and  every  of  them  to  be  and  appear  on  a  certain  day  and  at  a  cer- 
tain place  in  the  county  wherein  the  lands  to  be  divided  do  lie,  which 
day  shall  not  be  sooner  than  six  weeks  after  the  date  of  the  said  adver- 
tisment,  requiring  such  persons  to  appear  either  by  themselves  or  their 
attomies  sufficiently  authorized  for  the  purpose,  at  such  time  and  place 
aforesaid,  to  agree  with  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners  or  per- 
son to  be  appointed  by  consent  of  the  said  commissioner  or  commis- 
sioners and  the  said  persons  who  shall  so  attend  at  the  said  meeting 
themselves  or  their  attomies,  as  agents,  to  make  partition  and  divis 

of  the  said  lands  tenements  and  hereditaments,  and  in  case  the  s 
commissioner  or  commissioners  and  the  said  other  parties  who  shall 
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tend  in  manner  aforesaid  shall  agree  on  the  appointment  of  such  agents, 
they  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners  and  the  said  other  parties 
so  attending  as  aforesaid  shall  reduce  the  said  agrement  and  appoint- 
ment to  writing  and  severally  and  respectively  subscribe  the  same  with 
their  names  in  the  presence  of  two  or  more  credible  witnesses  who  shall 
also  subscribe  their  names  as  witnesses  thereto,  which  said  agreement 
and  appointment  being  duly  acknowledged  by  the  said  commissioner 
or  commissioners  and  the  said  other  parties,  or  duly  proved  by  one  or 
more  of  the  said  witnesses  before  one  of  the  judges  of  the  inferior  court 
of  common  pleas  of  the  county  in  which  the  lands  intended  to  be 
divided  do  lie,  shall  be  recorded  in  the  county  records  of  such  county 
which  shall  fully  authorize  the  said  agents  or  any  two  of  them  or  the 
survivor  of  them  to  proceetd  to  a  fair  and  equal  partition  and  division 
of  such  lands  tenements  and  hereditaments  first  appointing  a  surveyor 
or  surveyors  if  necessary  to  enable  them  to  perform  the  service  hereby 
required  of  them.     That  previous  to  the  making  of  such  partition  and  Agents  to 
division  as  aforesaid  the  said  agents  or  any  two  of  them  shall  thoroughly  2n§  survey 
explore  the  premises  to  be  divided  and  make  or  cause  to  be  made  an  {^^^f^J®  ^ 
accurate  survey  of  the  same,  and  run  out  and  divide  the  same  into  such  and  quan- 
different  allotments  as  will  be  best  calculated  most  equally  to  divide  **^^* 
the  same  according  to  quantity  and  quality  among  and  between  the 
people  of  this  State  and  the  said  other  parties,  so  as  to  vest  the  people 
of  the  State  and  the  said  other  parties  severally  and  respectively,  with 
their  several  and  respective  divided  shares  and  parts  of  and  in  the  same; 
and  that  the  said  allotments  and  divided  shares  which  shall  thereupon 
fall  to  the  said  other  parties  severally  and  respectively  in  severally  in  fee 
simple,  shall  vest  in  them  severally  and  respectively  and  their  several 
and  respective  heirs  and  assigns  forever ;   and  shall  on  the  completion  Two  field 
of  the  said  partition  and  division  make  or  cause  to  be  made  two  accurate  ^apiTtobe 
maps  and  field  books  thereof  and  subscribe  the  same  with  their  several  ™J*^®»iu^ 
names  and  cause  one  of  the  said  maps  and  field  books  to  be  filed  in  the 
office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county  wherein  the  lands  do  lie,  and  the  other 
map  and  field  book  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  this  State,  which 
shall  be  and  remain  as  full  and  conclusive  evidence  in  all  courts  of  law 
and  equity  within  this  State,  of  such  partition  and  division  as  afore- 
said as  if  the  same  had  been  made  according  to  the  due  and  ordinary 
course  of  common  law,  anything  in  any  former  law  usage  or  custom 
to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding. 

XV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  in  case  Agents  to 
the  said  other  parties  or  any  of  them  shall  neglect  to  attend  at  such  tinted  by 
time  and  place  of  meeting  as  aforesaid  or  attending  shall  not  agree  with  Judges  of 
the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners  in  the  appointment  of  such  common 
agents  as  aforesaid,  that  then  and  in  such  case  it  shall  and  may  be  law-  Jgrta/n 
f ul  for  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners  upon  due  proof  thereof  y 
to  be  made  before  one  of  the  judges  of  the  inferior  court  of  common 
pleas  of  the  county  wherein  the  lands  intended  to  be  divided  do  lie 
not  interested  in  the  said  lands  such  judge  shall  without  delay  proceed 
to  appoint  such  agents  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  as  he  shall  think 
proper  by  writing  under  his  hand  and  seal,  which  appointment  shall  be 
recorded  by  the  clerk  of  the  county  in  the  county  records  and  the  orig- 
inal thereof  shall  be  also  filed  in  the  said  clerk's  office,  which  said  record 
or  original  shall  be  full  and  conclusive  evidence  of  such  appointment 
in  all  courts  of  law  and  equity  within  this  State;  and  the  said  agents  so 
to  be  appointed  by  the  said  judge  shall  and  are  hereby  authorized  to 
do  execute  and  perform  all  and  singular  the  services  and  duties  herein 
appointed  and  prescribed  to  be  done  by  the  agents  above  mentioned, 

94 
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as  if  they  had  been  nominated  and  appointed  by  the  consent  of  parties 
in  manner  aforesaid. 

XVI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the 
said  agents  whither  appointed  by  the  consent  of  the  said  commissioner 
or  commissioners  and  the  other  parties,  or  by  such  judge  as  aforesaid, 
shall  previous  to  any  division  to  be  made  by  them  lay  out  and  set  apart 
a  sufficient  quantity  in  the  undisputed  parts  of  the  said  lands  tenements 
and  hereditaments,  so  to  be  divided,  to  defray  the  expence  of  such  par- 
tition and  division  as  aforesaid,  which  they  shall  sell  and  dispose  ofiF  at 
public  vendue  in  the  county  wherein  the  same  shall  lie  upon  giving  six 
weeks  previous  notice  thereof  in  at  least  two  of  the  public  news  papers 
of  this  State,  after  the  partition  and  division  shall  be  completed  and 
shall  make  and  in  due  form  of  law  execute  good  and  sufficient  convey- 
ances in  the  law  to  vest  the  same  to  and  rn  the  purchaser  and  pur- 
chasers respectively  and  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever  as  of  a  good 
sure,  perfect  absolute  and  indefeasable  estate  of  inheritance  in  the 
law  in  fee  simple,  and  upon  completion  of  the  partition  and  division 
aforesaid  and  filing  such  maps  and  field  books  as  above  directed,  give 
public  notice  at  least  six  weeks  successively,  in  two  or  more  of  the  public 
news  papers  of  this  State,  that  at  a  certain  day  thereafter  and  at  a  certain 
place  in  the  county  where  the  lands  lie  to  be  therein  mentioned  they 
intend  that  the  allotments  shall  be  ballotted  for,  in  the  presence  of  such 
of  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners,  and  the  said  other  parties 
interested  as  shall  attend  the  same;  and  upon  compleating  such  ballot- 
ting  as  aforesaid  shall  note  and  mark  on  the  said  maps  and  fipld  books 
the  result  of  such  ballotting  as  well  as  the  lands  laid  out  by  them  to  be 
sold  for  the  defraying  the  expences  of  the  partition  and  division,  as  also 
to  ascertain  by  name  or  names  what  allotments  respectively  fall  to  the 
right  of  the  people  of  this  State  and  the  said  other  parties  interested  in 
the  said  lands  tenements  and  hereditaments  resj^ectively. 

Provided  always  and  be  it  further  enacted  That  in  order  to  make 
such  partition  and  division  more  equable,  in  case  of  any  disputes  con- 
cerning the  extent  of  the  boundaries  of  the  said  lands  tenements  and 
hereditaments  as  aforesaid,  the  said  agents  shall  in  every  such  case 
make  different  allottments  of  disputed  and  undisputed  lands,  which  shall 
be  noted  and  marked  in  such  maps  and  field  books  as  aforesaid. 

XVII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the 
said  agents  and  their  surveyor,  chainbearers,  and  other  necessary  attend- 
ants, shall  over  and  above  their  necessary  expences  be  allowed  to  have 
and  receive  out  of  the  sale  of  the  lands  tenements  and  hereditaments 
sett  apart  for  defraying  the  expences  of  the  partition  and  division,  at 
and  after  the  rates  following,  to  wit,  the  agents  twenty  shillings  each 
per  day,  the  surveyor  twenty  shillings  per  day,  each  chain  bearer  and 
necessary  attendant  six  shillings  per  day,  for  each  day  they  shall  sever- 
ally be  actually  imployed  in  such  partition  and  division  as  aforesaid  and 
the  completion  thereof.  That  upon  the  completion  of  the  sales  of  the 
lands  tenements  and  hereditaments  so  to  be  set  apart  for  defraying  the 
expences  of  such  partition  and  division  as  aforesaid;  the  said  agents  shall 
make  up  and  render  in  writing  an  account  of  the  expences  of  such  par- 
tition and  division  as  aforesaid,  on  oath,  before  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
inferior  court  of  the  county  wherein  the  said  divided  lands  tenements 
and  hereditaments  do  lie,  which  account,  together  with  the  ballance,  ''A 
any  shall  remain  in  their  hands,  shall  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  th«J 
clerk  of  the  said  county  and  the  clerk  shall  from  time  to  time  on  appli- 
cation pay  and  distribute  such  surplus  among  the  respective  proprietors 
and  in  the  respective  proportions  which  shall  be  ascertained  by  a  view 
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bf  the  respective  rights  and  allotments  in  such  partition  and  division 
as  aforesaid,  the  said  clerk  retaining  in  his  hands  at  and  after  the  rate 
of  five  per  cent.     Provided  always  nevertheless,  that  it  shall  and  may  Commis- 
be  lawfuU  for  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners  to  sell  the  estate  may^^ii 
which  is  vested  in  the  people  of  this  State  in  any  such  undivided  lands  lands  in 
tenements  or  hereditaments,  without  causing  a  division  thereof  to  be  without" 
made  as  is  above  directed,  in  case  he  or  they  shall  deem  the  sale  of  such  partition, 
undivided  estate  expedient.' 

XVIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  autfwrity  aforesaid  That  Commis- 
all  and  singular  the  powers  and  authorities  vested  in,  and  given  to,  the  |*^°ue8tra- 
several  and  respective  commissioners  of  sequestration  by  any  former  law  tion, power 
or  laws  of  this  State  shall  be  and  hereby  are  absolutely  repealed  annulled  Jhorftvre- 
and  made  void  to  all  intents  constructions  and  purposes  whatsoever,  poaied. 
any  thing  in  any  of  the  said  laws  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise 
notwithstanding. 

Provided  always  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  Proviso,  as 
That  the  said  commissioners  of  sequstration  respectively  and  their  sev-  counting 
eral  and  respective  executors  and  administrators  shall  be  accountable  for  due 
for  the  due  execution  of  their  respective  offices  in  the  manner  directed  of  thefr°° 
and  to  be  directed  by  any  law  or  laws  of  this  State  prior  or  subsequent  offices, 
to  the  passing  of  this  act,  saving  nevertheless  to  the  tenants  to  whom 
the  said  commissioners  of .  sequestration  have  demised  any  forfeited 
estates  for  terms  not  exceeding  one  year,  the  residue  of  their  said 
respective  terms. 

Protnded  further  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^    That  Proviso,  as 
the  monies  which  have  arisen  from  the  sales  of  sequestered  property,  arising  ^^ 
made  by  the  commissioners  in  the  respective  counties  within  this  State  fy^m  sales 
by  virtue  of  any  former  law  or  laws  of  this  State  shall  be  and  hereby  ter^<?prop- 
are  declared  to  belong  to  the  people  of  this  State.  ®^^y- 

XIX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  Forfeit- 
forfeitures  and  confiscations  of  the  lands  tenements  hereditaments  and  conflsciu 
real  estate  which  heretofore  have  been  by  virtue  of  any  former  law  or  g  ^°|^f**"' 
laws  of  this  State,  against  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever  on  con- 
viction for  adhereing  to  the  late  enemies  of  this  State,  or  of  this  and  the 

other  United  States  of  America  is,  and  are  hereby  to  all  intents  con- 
structions and  purposes  in  the  law  whatsoever,  fully  and  absolutely  rati- 
fied and  confirmed  notwithstanding  any  error  or  errors  in  the  proceed- 
ings thereon  or  in  any  wise  relating  thereto,  and  all  writs  of  error  and 
errors  on  any  judgment  heretofore  rendered  relating  thereto  are  hereby 
forever  barred. 

XX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  all  Purchases 
purchases  made  at  vendue  or  otherwise  by  the  said  commissioner  or  miSToners 
commissioners  of  forfeitures  to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  of  ^®^  ^^Dd 
any  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments  forfeited  to  the  people  of  this  void. 
State  or  any  or  either  of  them  or  by  any  other  person  to  or  for  the  use 

of  them  or  any  or  either  of  them,  shall  be  null  and  void. 

XXI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  each  ^*^j^,^ 
of  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act  sioners. 
before  he  enters  upon  the  execution  of  his  office  shall  appear  before  one 

of  the  judges  of  the  inferior  court  of  any  of  the  counties  within  the  dis- 
trict for  which  such  commissioner  shall  be  appointed  and  take  and  sub- 
scribe the  following  oath  which  such  judge  is  hereby  authorised  and 
required  to  administer  (viz) 

I  appointed  a  commissioner  of  forfeitures  for  the 

district,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear  and  declare  in  the  presence  of 
Almighty  God,  that  I  will  faithfully  and  honestly  execute  the  said  office 
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in  such  manner  as  I  shall  conceive  most  lor  the  benefit  and  advantage 
of  the  people  of  this  State  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
an  act,  entitled  an  "act  for  the  speedy  sale   of  the  confiscated  and 
forfeited  estates  within  this  State  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned. 
Abstracts        XXII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the 
be  made^  said  commissioner  or  commissioners  of  forfeitures  to  be  appointed  by 
and  filed     virtue  of  this  act,  shall  make  an  abstract  of  all  the  sales  by  them  made 
months.'^^  within  their  respective  districts  to  contain  the  names  of  the  respective 
purchasers,  the  descriptions  of  the  respective  estates  by  them  sold,  the 
sums  for  which  the  same  were  respectively  sold,  the  dates  of  the  respec- 
tive conveyances,  and  the  names  of  the  several  persons  to  whom  the 
several  estates  imediately  before  the  forfeiture  thereof  were  deemied  to 
belong;  and  shall  at  the  end  of  every  three  months  file  copies  of  such 
Clerks  to    abstracts  in  the  ofiice  of  the  clerk  of  the  county  wherein  the  lands  tene- 
abstracts.   "^^nts  hereditaments  and  real  estate  by  them  sold  respectively  do  lie, 
and  the  clerks  of  the  respective  counties  within  this  State  shall  record 
such  abstracts  in  a  book  or  books,  by  him  to  be  provided  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  for  which  recording,  the  several  clerks  shall  be  allowed  at  and 
after  the  rate  of  one  shilling  and  six  pence  per  folio  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  eight  words,  to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  of  this  State  out  of  any 
public  monies  which  shall  from  time  to  time  be  in  his  hands  unappro- 
priated, on  certificates  to  be  granted  for  the  same,  by  the  said  commis- 
sioner or  commissioners. 
Commis-         XXIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the 
^epor^to'   commissioner  or  commissioners  of  forfeitures  to  be  appointed  by  virtue 
thepov-     of  this  act  shall  from  time  to  time  make  report  to  the  person  administr- 
ing  the  government  of  this  State,  of  the  sales  by  them  respectively  made, 
and  of  the  impediments  and  difficulties  which  may  arise  in  the  execution 
of  their  said  office,  to  be  communicated  to  the  legislature. 
To  collect       XXIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it 
tenante*^™  shall  and  may  be  lawfuU  for  the  commissioner  or  commissioners  of  for- 
cuf  ?or*^  feitures  to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act  in  the  respective  districts 
arrearages,  for  which  they  shall  be  appointed,  to  collect  and  receive,  all  rents  due 
from  tenants  on  any  of   the  forfeited  estates   until  the  time  of  sale 
thereof,  and  to  commence  and  prosecute,  in  their  own  names,  any  action 
or  actions  in  assumpsit  for  the  recovery  of  such  rents,  with  costs,  against 
any  person  or  persons  from  whom  such  rents  are,  were,  or  shall  become 
due  or  owing  or  their  respective  executors  or  administrators^  upon  a 
quantum  valerint^  for  the  use  and  occupation  of  the  lands  tenements  and 
hereditaments  possessed  by  the  said  persons  respectively;  and  upon  the 
trial  the  jury  shall  find  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiffs  for  such  sum  as  shall 
be  proved  to  them  would  have  been  a  reasonable  rent  for  such  lands 
tenements  and  hereditaments  during  the  time  they  were  possessed  by 
the  defendant  or  defefendants;  so  as  the  damages  to  be  assessed  shall  not 
exceed  the  whole  value  of  the  rent  which  the  defendant  or  defendants 
shall  prove  to  have  been  reserved,  and  to  have  become  due  while  such 
defendant  or  defendants  was  or  were  in  possession  of  such  lands  tene- 
ments or  hereditaments,  and  to  be  then  unpaid. 
To  file  bills      XXV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it 
ceiTfora   ^^  ^^  lawfull  for  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners  of  forfei- 
discovery   tures  in  their  discretion,  to  file  bills  in  chancery  in  their  own  name  or 
°  ^®""       names  against  any  person  or  persons  to  compel  a  discovery  of  such 
Where        rent.     That  whenever  it  shall  appear  to  the  commissioner  or  commis- 
lan^sub-  sioners  of  forfeitures  that  any  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments,  the  ar- 
ject  to  rav-  rearages  of  rents  on  which  shall  be  due  to  the  people  of  this  State,  have 
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been  subject  to  the  incursions  and  depredations  of  the  enemy  in  the  late  tiges  of  the 
war,  and  the  possessors  thereof  have  thereby  been  prevented  from  en-  ^^^'^y* 
joying  the  profits  of  such  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments,  and  any 
dispute  shall  arise  between  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners  and 
the  possessors  of  such  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments  respecting,  the 
abatement  which  ought  to  be  made  in  consequence  of  the  premises 
aforesaid,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  commissioner  or  com-       ' 
missioners  to  refer  such  dispute  to  be  determined  by  arbitrators.     And 
the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners  shall  pay  all  such  rents  by  them 
received  into  the  treasury  of  this  State. 

And  whereas  in  many  instances,  persons  have  possessed  themselves  of 
lands  tenements  and  hereditaments  forfeited  to  the  people  of  this  State 
to  the  great  injury  of  the  public. 

XXVI.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  where  proceed- 
any  person  or  persons  shall  have  become  possessed  of  lands  tenements  |.u'||^^q|?' 
and  hereditaments  forfeited  to  the  people  of  this  State  by  the  attainder  se^iiS^of 
and  conviction  of  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  it  shall  be  lawful  faSJs.^*^ 
for  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners  of  forfeitures  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  virtue  of  this  act,  for  the  district  where  such  lands  tenements 
and  hereditaments  do  lie,  in  his  or  their  own  name  or  names  to  proceed 
against  the  person  or  persons  so  in  possession  as  first  abovementioned 
upon  the  statutes  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer;  and  if  it  shall  appear  whende- 
in  evidence  to  the  inquest  that  the  said  lands  tenements  or  heredita-  fiyo°o° 
ments  on  the  ninth  day  of  July  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  commia- 
and  seventy  six  at  any  time  since  were  possessed  by  the  person  or  per-  ■*<>°®"- 
sons  by  the  attainder  or  conviction  of  whom  the  said  lands  were  deemed 
to  become  forfeited,  or  by  the  tenant  of  such  person  or  persons  who 
claims  by  demise  from  the  person  or  persons  so  attainted  or  convicted, 
made  after  his  her  or  their  attainder  or  conviction,  and  if  possessed  by 
a  tenant  or  tenants  in  virtue  of  a  demise  before  such  attainder  or  con- 
viction that  the  term  of  such  tenant  is  expired  ;  and  if  the  defendant  or 
defendants  shall  not  thereupon  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  inquest 
that  the  person  or  persons  so  attainted  or  convicted  did  since  the  said 
9th  day  of  July  1776,  and  before  the  time  to  which  the  attainder  or 
conviction  of  the  said  person  or  persons  shall  relate,  convey  the  said 
lands  tenements  and  hereditaments  to  the  said  defendant  or  defendants 
or  to  the  person  or  persons,  under  whom  he  she  or  they  doth  or  do 
claim,  that  the  inquest  shall  thereupon  find  the  forcible  entry  and  de- 
tainer against  such  defendant  or  defendants,  and  the  seisin  in  fee  of  such 
commissioner  or  commissioners  of  forfeitures  as  aforesaid  as  on  the  day 
of  such  attainder  or  conviction  as  aforesaid.     And  if  such  inquisition  Traverse 
shall  be  traversed  and  such  matters  as  last  aforesaid  shall  appear  in  evi-  °'  inQ"*"** 
dence  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  this  State,  the  jury  shall  find  a  ver- 
dict against  the  defendant.     That  where  any  person  or  persons  shall  so  Costs  may 
have  entered  upon  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments  as  aforesaid,  and  ©red^be- 
shall  not  deliver  possession  of  the  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  so  Jj>re  jus- 
by  him  her  or  them  possessed  when  thereunto  required  by  the  said  com-  peace, 
missioner  or  commissioners  of  forfeitures  or  any  or  either  of  them,  and 
proceedings  shall  thereupon  be  had  against  such  person  or  persons 
upon  the  statutes  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer,  and  if  the  said  com- 
missioner or  commissioners  of  forfeitures  shall  in  consequence  of  such 
proceedings  obtain  possession  of  such  lands  tenements  and  heredita- 
ments, the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners  of  forfeitures  shall  re- 
cover the  costs  and  expense  of  such  proceedings  before  any  justice  of 
the  peace  within  this  State ;  the  jurisdiction  of  which  justice  is  hereby 
extended  to  such  suits  notwithstanding  the  sum  in  demand  may  exceed 
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the  value  of  the  sum  to  which  the  jurisdiction  of  a  justice  of  the  peace 
Purcbas-    may  be  limited  by  any  law  of  this  State ;  and  that  in  case  the  said  com- 
aame^ri^ht^  missioner  or  commissioners  of  forfeitures  shall  think  proper  to  sell  and 
of  action    dispose  of  any  forfeited  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments  so  possessed 
sfonere™  *"  as  last  mentioned,  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof  shall,  and  are 
,       hereby  intitled  to  have  the  same  benefit  in  all  things  of  the  statutes  of 
forcible  entry  and  detaine?;^  as  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners 
of  forfeitures  are  herein  above  intitled  to  ;  andno  writ  of  certiorari  shall 
lie  in  any  of  the  cases  aforesaid  until  after  a  trial  of  the  traverse  and  the 
writ  of  certiorari  shall  not  delay  the  writ  of  restitution. 
Attorney-       XXVI  I.  And  be  it  further  enacUd  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in 
defend  ao-  ^11  cases  where  suits  shall  be  commenced  against  purchasers  under  the 
^*o"»  t       commissioners  of  forfeitures  as  aforesaid,  by  any  person  or  persons 
purckfasers  claiming  the  estate  so  sold  by  title  opposed  to  the  title,  derived  under 
mfssioners  either  of  the  said  commissioners  of  forfeitures,  all  such  suits  shall  be 
defended  at  the  expence  of  this  State  and  by  the  attorney  general  of 
this  State  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  this  State.     That  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  said  attorney  general  by  warrant  from  the  person  administring 
the  government  of  the  State  for  the  time  being,  to  draw  from  the  treas- 
ury of  this  State  such  sum  and  sums  of  money  as  the  person  adminis- 
tring the  government  shall  deem  necessary  to  be  expended  in  and  about 
the  defence  of  such  suits.     That  the  attorney  general  shall  once  in 
every  six  months,  account  with  the  auditor  of  this  State  for  the  expen- 
diture of  such  monies.     And   that  the  attorney  general  shall  upon  a 
warrant  from  the  person  administring  the  government    for  the  time 
being,  employ  such  council  to  assist  in  and  about  the  defence  of  such 
suits  as  the  said  person  administring  the  government  shall  from  time  to 
time  deem  necessary. 
Commis-         XXVIII.  And  in  order  the  better  to  answer  the  good  purposes  of 
may\"m-   this  law,  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  com- 
mon  wit-    missioner  or  commissioners  of  forfeitures  shall  have,  and  are  hereby 
take  evi-    vested  with  full  power  and  authority  by  summons  under  his  or  their 
dence.        hand  or  hands  and  seal  or  seals  to  require  any  person  or  persons  to 
appear  before  him  or  them  at  such  time  and  place  in  the  said  respective 
districts  which  he  or  they  shall  appoint  for  the  purpose,  to  give  evidence, 
as  to  such  matters  and  things  as  the  said  commissioner  or  commission- 
ers shall  judge  necessary  for  the  full  and  compleat  execution  of  their 
office,  and  in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal  of  such  person  or  persons  tc 
attend  and  give  evidence  as  aforesaid,  and  produce  such  papers  deeds 
and  instruments  in  writing  as  may  be  required  by  the  said  commissioner 
or  commissioners,  and  due  proof  thereof  by  any  credible  witness  to  be 
made  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  county  where  the  forfeited 
lands  tenements  or  hereditaments  in  question  do  lie,  such  person  or 
persons  so  neglecting  or  refusing  shall  forfeit  ten  pounds  with  costs  of 
suit,  to  be  recovered  in  a  summary  way  before  such  justice  in  the  name 
or  names  of  such  commissioner  or  commissioners,  and  when  recovered 
and  received  by  him  or  them,  the  same  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasur>- 
Proviso,  as  of  this  State.      Provided  always  that  no  person  or  persons  shall  be 
fege'oV       obliged  to  give  any  verbal  or  written  evidence  to  such  commissioner  or 
witnettses.  commissioners,  which  may  affect  his  or  their  own  private  interest 
Commis-         XXIX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it 
may^de-      ^hall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  commissioner  or  commissioners  of  for- 
mi^nd  cou-  feitures  for  each  of  the  said  districts  to  demand  and  receive,  copies  or 
i?c  records;  extracts  of  any  records,  maps,  or  other  papers  from  the  keeper  of  any  of 
fees  there-  ^i^  public  or  county  records  of  this  State,  which  he  or  they  shall  on 
inspection  respectively  deem  necessary  for  the  due  execution  of  the 
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powers  and  authorities  hereby  vested  in  him  or  them,  to  be  paid  for  by 
the  treasurer  of  this  State  out  of  any  public  monies  which  shall  from 
time  to  time  be  in  his  hands  unappropriated,  on  certificates  to  be 
granted  for  the  same  by  the  said  commissioners,  respectively. 

And  whereas  it  may  so  happen,  that  certain  of  the  forfeited  lands 
tenements  and  hereditaments,  may  not  be  conveniently  sold  or  disposed 
of  until  some  time  be  elapsed,  and  in  such  cases  it  may  be  necessary  for 
the  commissioner  or  commissioners  of  forfeitures  to  be  appointed  by 
virtue  of  this  act  to  demise  the  same  for  short  terms  reserving  reasonable 
rents  to  arise  therefrom  for  the  benefit  of  the  State. 

XXX.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  Forfeited 
said  commissioner  or  commissioners  shall  be  and  are  hereby  fully  be^iMaeS^ 
authorised  and  impowered  to  demise  any  forfeited  lands  tenements  or  Jor  short 

•  ...  Lerius 

hereditaments  vested  in  the  people  of  this  State,  as  in  the  discretion  of 
the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners  of  forfeitures  shall  appear 
reasonable  so  as  that  such  demise  shall  not  be  for  any  longer  term  or 
terms  respectively  than  one  year. 

XXXI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  Thomas 
shall  and  may  be  lawful!  to  and  for  the  said  commissioners  of  for-  tuity^o/"^' 
feitures   for  the  southern  district,  and  he   is  hereby  authorised  and  ^^^^^  ^* 
required,  in  consideration  for   the   eminent  services   rendered  to  the 
United  States  in  the  progress  of  the  late  war  by  Thomas  Paine  Esquire, 

and  as  a  testimony  of  the  sense  which  the  the  people  of  this  State  enter- 
tain of  his  distinguished  merit,  to  grant  and  release  in  due  form  of  law 
unto  the  said  Thomas  Paine,  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever  in  fee 
simple,  all  that  certain  farm  or  plantation  situate  in  the  township  of 
New  Rochelle  in  the  county  of  Westchester  formerly  belonging  to  and 
usually  called  the  farm  of  Captain  Bailey  deceased,  and  afterward  called 
Devoe's  lower  farm,  containing  by  estimation  about  three  hundred  acres, 
and  which  became  forfeited  to,  and  is  now  vested  in  the  people  of  this 
State  by  the  conviction  of  Frederick  Devoe. 

XXXII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  ^^n  Mo- 
commissioners  of  forfeitures  for  the  southern  district,  be  and  hereby  are  certa?"' 
authorised  required  and  directed  to  grant  release  and  convey  unto  John  ^e"  ded^to? 
McKesson  of  the  city  of  New  York,  clerk  of  the  supreme  court  and 

clerk  of  the  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  gaol  delivery  of  this 
State,  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever  in  fee  simple,  all  that  certain 
messuage  or  dwelling  house  with  the  hereditaments  and  appurtenances 
situated  on  the  south  side  of  Queens  street  in  the  east  ward  of  the  said 
city,  now  in  the  occupation  of  Elizabeth  Holt,  the  widow  of  John  Holt 
deceased,  and  which  became  forfeited  to  and  vested  in  the  people  of  this 
State  by  the  attainder  of  James  Jauncey  late  of  the  said  city  merchant, 
and  to  include  the  lot  or  toft  of  ground  whereon  the  said  house  stands, 
as  the  same  was  formerly  purchased  by  the  said  James  Jauncey.     That  ^^^^  *^ 
the  said  commissioners  do  previous  to  such  conveyance  cause  the  said  prated 
dwelling  house  and  lot  or  toft  of  ground  to  be  appraised  by  two  or  JSIount 
more  of  three  reputable  freeholders  to  be  by  them  nominated  for  that  qhar^ed  to 
purpose,  the  amount  of  which  appraisement  shall  be  the  consideration  k'^*«®- 
money  to  be  inserted  in  such  conveyance,  and  shall  be  charged  by  the 
treasurer  of  the  State  to  have  been  received  by  the  said  John  McKesson 
on  account  for  monies  due  to  him  as  clerk  of  the  supreme  court  and 
of  the  said  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  gaol  delivery,  for 
services  in  prosecutions  on  behalf  of  the  people  of  this  State  against 
persons  for  having  adhered  to  the  enemies  of  this  State,  and  in  other 
prosecutions  on  behalf  of  the  said  people. 
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Robert  XXXIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 

John*  *"  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  for  the  southern  district  be,  and  they 
iaDdjTufbe  ^^  hereby  authorised  to  release  and  quit  claim  unto  Robert  Watts  and 
appraised  to  John  Watts  Junior  of  the  city  of  New  York,  one  certain  lot  of  ground 
wid  0oid  situate  in  Great  Dock  street  in  the  south  ward  of  the  said  city,  whereon 
John  Watts  the  elder  formerly  resided,  and  also  the  farm  lately  occu- 
pied by  the  said  John  Watts  the  elder  in  the  out  ward  of  the  said  city, 
which  lot  of  ground  and  farm  became  forfeited  to  the  people  of  this 
state  by  the  attainder  of  the  said  John  Wat's  the  elder,  at  and  for 
such  prices  as  shall  be  determined  to  be  the  value  thereof  re^)ect- 
ively,  by  three  reputable  freeholders  upon  oath,  one  of  which  ap- 
praisers to  be  chosen  by  the  commissioners  aforesaid,  one  other  of 
the  said  appraisers  to  be  chosen  by  the  said  Robert  Watts  and  John 
Watts  Junipr,  and  the  other  of  the  said  appraisers  to  be  chosen 
chosen  by  the  two  appraisers  to  be  chosen  as  aforesaid.  Provided  that 
application  shall  be  made  to  the  said  commissioners  in  writing  by 
the  said  Robert  Watts  and  John  Watts  Junior,  or  either  of  them 
within  ten  days  next  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  and  provided  further 
that  the  appraisement  in  manner  aforesaid,  shall  be  made,  and  a  certifi- 
cate under  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  said  appraisers  specif5ring  the 
appraised  value  of  the  said  lot  and  farm  severally  shall  be  delivered 
to  the  commissioners  aforesaid,  and  the  amount  agreable  to  such 
appraised  value  be  paid  by  the  said  Roberts  Watts  and  John  Watts 
Junior,  or  either  of  them  to  the  said  commissioners  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  July  next  in  gold  or  silver  or  in  bills  of  credit  emitted  in 
this  State  pursuant  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  approving  of  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  i8th  of  March  1780,  relative  to  the  finances  of  the 
United  States,  and  making  provision  for  redeeming  the  proportion  of 
this  State  of  the  bills  of  credit  to  be  emitted  in  pursuance  of  the  said 
act  of  Congress  or  in  bills  of  credit  emitted  pursuant  to  an  act  entitled 
an  act  for  emitting  monies  upon  the  credit  of  this  State  passed  the  27th 
March  1781,  or  in  certificates  issued  by  the  auditors  appointed  in  pur- 
suance of  the  act  entitled  an  act  to  liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  of 
the  troops  of  this  State  in  the  service*ef  the  United  States  passed  the 
4th  October  1780. 
WhUe.  XXXIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  tlu  authority  aforesaid,  That 

lands  to  be  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  for  the  southern  district  be,  and  they 
anS'soid^  are  hereby  authorised  to  release  and  quit  claim  unto  Anna  White, 
to.  widow  and  relict  of  Thomas  White  late  of  the  city  of  New  York  mer- 

chant deceased,  the  several  lots  of  ground  situate  in  the  north  ward  of 
the  said  city,  in  the  garden  or  place  commonly  called  the  vineyard, 
which  became  vested  in  the  people  of  this  State  by  the  attainder  of  the 
said  Thomas  White,  for  such  price  or  prices,  as  shall  be  determined  to 
be  the  value  thereof  upon  an  appraisement  to  be  made  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  directed  in  and  by  the  next  preceding  clause  of  this  act. 
respecting  lands  to  be  released  to  Robert  Watts  and  John  Watts  Junior. 
Provided  that  application  shall  be  made  for  the  purchase  thereof  to 
the  said  commissioners  by  the  said  Anna  White  within  the  time  limited, 
and  the  amount  of  the  appraisement  paid  in  manner  and  form,  and 
within  the  time  as  is  directed  and  required  by  the  clause  aforesaid. 
Appral^  XXXV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
oath?  *  *  every  person  who  shall  be  chosen  or  appointed  an  appraiser  by  virtue 
of  this  act  shall  before  he  enters  upon  that  duty,  take  an  oath  before 
one  of  the  commissioners  for  the  district,  that  he  will  truly,  faithfully 
and  impartially  execute  the  trust  reposed  in  him  as  such,  anything  in 
this  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
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And  whereas  Johannis  Mutts  late  of  the  precinct  of  Haverstraw  in  the  Proviso,  as 
county  of  Orange  in  and  by  his  last  will  and  testament  dated  the  ninth  J?  J^an^* 
day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  seven  p^a  Mutta, 
gave  all  his  lands  for  the  use  of  a  free  school  in  the  precinct  of  Haver-  Haver- 
straw aforesaid,  which  lands  after  the  decease  of  the  said  Johannis  «^^^- 
Mutts,  were  seized  by  John  Tabor  Kemp  attorney  general  for  the  late 
colony  now  State  of  New  York,  as  an  escheat  to  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  and  have  been  lately  sold  by  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures 
for  the  middle  district  of  this  State  as  the  estate  of  the  said  John  Tabor 
Kemp,  confiscated  by  his  attainder. 

XXXVI.  Be  if  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  Lands  to 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  commissioner  of  forfeitures  for  the  mid-  pJa^Md 
die  district  to  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of  this  act  to  make  seal  and  and  con- 
deliver  to  Andries  Onderdonck  one  of  the  executors  in  the  said  will  Ilfdrie^ 
mentioned  a  good  and  sufficient  deed  and  conveyance  in  the  law,  to  J^q  ®i[' 
vest  in  the  said  Andries  Onderdonck  his  heirs  and  assigns  so  much  of  trustee, 
the  lands  tenements  and  hereditaments  confiscated  to  the  people  of  this 

State  by  the  attainder  of  William  Bayard,  and  now  remaining  unsold,  as 
the  judges  of  .the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county  of  Orange  or 
any  three  of  them  shall  certify  to  be  equivalent  in  value  to  the  said  real 
estate  of  the  said  Johannis  Mutts  deceased,  in  trust,  to  the  uses  men- 
tioned in  the  said  last  will  and  testament  of  the  said  Johannis  Mutts, 
deceased. 

XXXVII.  And  be  it  enacted  by  tJu  authority  aforesaid^   That  the  said  Slaves, 
commissioner  or  commissioners,  shall  out  of  any  monies  which  may  come  of  ^perw)na 
in  his  or  their  hands  for  rents  make  suitable  provision  for  the  support  ^^J^ 
and  maintenance  of  any  slave  or  slaves  who  may  be  found  unable   to  forfeited, 
support  themselves,  and  who  belonged  to,  and  have  not  been  disposed 

of,  by  any  person  or  persons,  whose  respective  estates  have  become  con- 
fiscated or  forfeited  to  the  people  of  this  State. 

And  whereas  no  provision  hath  yet  been  made  for  the  settlement  and 
discharge  of  debts,  justly  due  from  persons  convicted  and  attainted,  and 
whose  estates  are  forfeited  to,  and  directed  to  be  sold  for  the  use  of  the 
people  of  this  State  in  manner  aforesaid.     For  remedy  whereof, 

XXXVIII.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  Courts  to 
and  may  be  lawful,  to  and  for  the  court  of  chancery,  and  the  supreme  2nd"de?er- 
court  of  this  State,  and  the  mayors  court,  and  court  of  common  pleas  in  gjne  vai- 
cach  respective  city  and  county,  wherein  any  of  the  said  forfeited  lands  claims 
tenements  and  hereditaments  shall  be  situated,  or  any  one  of  the  judges  JI^Sos 
of  the  said  supreme  court,  or  any  two  of  the  judges  of  any  other  of  the  attainted 
said  courts  respectively,  in  the  vacation,  on  the  petition  of  any  person  vrct^.**' 
who  was  an  inhabitant  of  any  of  the  said  cities  or  counties  on  the  ninth 

day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six,  and  who  hath 
not  been  attainted  or  convicted  or  his  or  their  legal  representative  to 
examine  and  hear,  and  according  to  equity  and  good  conscience,  to  de- 
termine, any  claim  or  demand  which  he  she  or  they  may  have  or  make 
against  any  estate  forfeited  as  aforesaid ;  for  or  by  reason  of  any  bond, 
specialty  debt  contract  or  dealing  which  subsisted  between  such 
petitioner,  and  the  person  by  whose  conviction  or  attainder  the  said 
estate  become  forfeited,  prior  to  the  said  ninth  day  of  July  one  thous- 
and seven  hundred  and  seventy  six  :  and  in  cases  where  accounts  may  Auditors 
be  intricate,  or  may  require  great  examination  it  shall  and  may  be  SJn^df^ 
lawful  to  and  for  such  courts,  or  judge  or  judges  respectively,  to  refer 
the  same  to  be  examined  and  adjusted  by  one  or  more  auditors,  accord- 
ing to  the  importance  of  the  case,  at  their  discretion,  previously  admin - 
istring  to  such  auditors  respectively,  an  oath,  that  they  will  faithfully 
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and  impartially  perform  the  said  trust,  according  to  the  best  of  their 
skill  and  judgment :  And  every  account  claim  or  demand  so  to  be 
adjusted  by  any  auditor  or  auditors,  shall  be  reported  to,  and  unless 
fraud  or  error  shall  be  discovered,  confirmed  by  the  court  or  judge  or 
judges  from  whom  the  auditor  or  auditors  derived  his  or  their  appoint- 
ment ;  and  the  said  court  or  judge  or  judges  as  well  in  cases  determined 
in  favor  of  the  petitioner  by  their  own  immediate  authority,  as  in  those 
which  shall  be  adjusted  and  reported  to  them  in  favour  of  a  petitioner 
by  an  auditor  or  auditors,  shall  in  due  form  certify  in  writing  the  sum 
which  shall  so  appear  or  be  found  to  be  due  to  the  petitioner,  and  shall 
deliver  one  copy  of  such  certificate  to  the  petitioner,  and  cause  another 
copy  to  be  transmitted  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  to  the  treasurer 
of  the  state  for  the  time  being ;  and  the  said  treasuser  is  hereby  directed 
and  required,  from  time  to  time  to  open  accounts  for  the  respective  for- 
feited estates  which  shall  be  found  subject  and  liable  for  any  debt  or 
demand  duly  adjusted  and  certified  as  aforesaid ;  and  to  credit  such 
forfeited  estates  respectively  with  all  sums  of  money  which  shall  be  paid 
to  him  by  any  commissioner  or  commissioners  of  the  said  respective 
districts,  or  shall  otherwise  arise  and  come  into  his  hands  for  the  use  of 
the  people  of  this  State  as,  or  for,  or  on  account  of  the  sales,  produce  or 
proceeds  of  such  forfeited  estates,  whether  real  or  personal :  and  the  said 
treasurer  shall  charge  such  forfeited  estates  with  the  several  debts  and 
demands  which  shall  be  adjusted  and  certified  to  be  due  and  owing 
therefrom  in  manner  aforesaid.  And  it  shall  be  and  is  hereby  declared 
to  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioner  and  commissioners  of  forfeitures  of 
each  of  the  said  respective  districts,  and  he  and  they  are  respectively 
enjoined  and  required  as  soon  as  he  or  they  shall  have  closed  and  corn- 
pleated  the  sale  of  any  forfeited  estate  within  his  or  their  district,  fort- 
with  by  writing  under  his  or  their  hands  to  certify  and  make  known  to 
the  treasurer,  that  the  sale  of  such  forfeited  estate  as  far  as  the  same  hath 
come  to  his  or  their  knowledge  is  closed  and  compleated,  and  therewith 
to  render  to  the  said  treasurer  upon  his  or  their  corporal  oath  (to  be  ad- 
ministred  by  any  justice  of  the  peace)  a  just  and  true  account  of  such 
sale;  and  thereupon  the  treasurer  by  advertisements  to  be  published  not 
less  than  thrice  in  two  or  more  of  the  public  news  papers  printed  in  this 
State  shall  notify  and  require  all  persons  relievable  by  this  act,  with 
whose  accounts  or  demands  against  such  forfeited  estate,  audited  and 
certified  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  hereof  he  shall  not 
then  be  furnished  to  exhibit  to  him  their  claims  or  accounts  legally 
audited  and  certified  as  aforesaid  against  such  forfeited  estate  the  sale 
whereof  shall  then  be  closed  and  compleated  as  aforesaid;  and  all  cred- 
itors and  claimants  who  shall  not  comply  with  the  said  potice  and  re- 
quisition within  the  space  of  four  months  next  after  the  first  publication 
of  such  advertisement,  shall  be  and  hereby  is  and  are  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  whatsoever  absolutely  debarred  and  forever  precluded  from  all 
relief  benefit  and  advantage,  under,  or  by  force  and  virtue  of  this  act, 
or  any  provision,  article,  matter,  or  thing  therein  contained. 

XXXIX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
when  all  the  debts  and  claims  against  any  forfeited  estates  shall  be  aud- 
ited and  certified  and  exhibited  to  the  said  treasurer,  or  be  debarred  and 
precluded  from  the  benefits  and  advantages  of  this  act  in  the  manner 
herein  prescribed,  and  such  forfeited  estate  shall  be  sold  and  disposed  of 
and  the  accounts  of  the  sale  and  produce  therof  be  rendered  by  the  re- 
spective commissioners  to  the  treasurer  according  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  act,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  treasurer 
for  the  time  being,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  satisfy 
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and  discharge  the  amount  of  such  claims  and  debts,  taking  a  sufficient 
voucher  for  the  same,  by  giving  one  or  more  certificate  or  certificates  to 
such  person  or  persons  his  or  their  legal  representatives  for  the  sum  so 
to  be  found  due  to  him  or  them  respectively,  which  certificates  shall  bear 
an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum  and  shall  be  receivable  in  payment  Certiii- 
for  estates  to  be  sold  by  virtue  of  this  act,  other  than  such  estates,  as  what'/^'^  ; 
are  by  virtue  of  this  act  continued  under  mortgage  for  the  redemption  oeivabie. 
of  the  bills  of  credit  commonly  called  the  New  Emission,  and  in  payment 
for  the  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  within  this  State,  and  in  payment 
of  all  State  taxes  hereafter  to  be  levied  in  this  State  at  the  same  rate 
with  gold  and  silver.    Altho*  the  same  may  not  be  mentioned  in  a  future 
law  for  the  levying  of  taxes  except  in  any  rates  or  taxes,  which  by  law 
may  be  directed  to  be  raised,  during  the  present  meeting  of  the  legisla- 
ture, which  said  certificates  are  hereby  declared  to  be  negotiable, 

XL.  Provided  always y  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Where  e^ 
That  if  the  produce  or  proceeds  of  any  such  forfeited  estates,  shall  be  SSentto" 
insufficient  to  satisfy  the  whole  of  the  claims  and  demands  so  to  be  J,*^  *y 
audited  and  certified  to  be  due  thereon  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  then, 
in  every  such  case,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  treas- 
urer and  he  is  hereby  directed  and  required,  to  distribute  the  monies 
which  shall  have  arisen  from  the  said  forfeited  estate  among  all  the 
claimants  or  creditors  whose  debts  and  demands  shall  be  so  ascertained 
and  chargeable  thereon  by  this  act,  in  proportion  to  the  sums  certified 
to  be  due  to  each  of  them  respectively  by  giving  such  certificates  as 
aforesaid. 

XLI.  Provided   alsOy    and  be   it   further  enacted  by   the   authority  CreditorB 
aforesaid,  that  the  several  creditors  or  claimants  who  shall  become  en-  fCraudit^ 
titled  to  relief  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  chargeable  with  and  pay  lyg 
reasonable  fees  to  the  judges  auditors  witnesses  and  others,  for  their  ser-  also  to' 
vices  in  auditing  adjusting  and  certifying  their  respective  accounts  in  ^^Jf 
the  manner  in  this  act  directed:    Provided  also,  that  to  entitle  any 
claimant  or  creditor  to  the  benefit  of  this  act,  he  shall  make  oath  before 
the  said  treasurer  or  one  of  the  judges  of  the  inferior  court  of  the 
county  where  such  claimant  or  claimants,  respectively  shall   or  may  re- 
side, (who  are  hereby  respectively  authorized  and  directed  to  adminis- 
ter the  same)  that  he  or  she  hath  not  received  or  secured  nor  expects 
to  receive  or  secure  any  part  of  the  debt  or  demand  which  shall  be 
awarded  and  certified  to  be  due  to  him  or  her  in  manner  aforesaid,  by 
any  ways  or  means  whatsoever,  the  provision  made  for  him  or  her  by 
this  act  only  excepted. 

XLII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforescud.  That  it  Debtore  of 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  all  and  every  person  or  persons  pe^ons 
being  citizens  of  this  State  who  is  or  are  indebted  by  mortgage  bond  5^*^^^'® 
speciality  contract  or  on  account  to  any  person  or  persons,  whose  es-  urer.    ' 
tates  real  and  personal  is  or  are  by  attainder  or  conviction  forfeited  to 
the  people  of  this  State  within  six  months  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
to  pay  the  sai'd  debts  dues  and  demands  to  the  treasurer  of  this  State, 
who  is  hereby  required  to  receive  all  such  debts  dues  and  demands  in 
specie  or  other  monies  and  paper  securities  made  receivable  in  payment 
upon  the  sale  of  forfeited  estates  by  the  fifth  section  of  this  act ;  and 
where  such  debts  were  due  from  any  person  or  persons,  who  have  not 
remained  within  the  enemies  power  during  the  late  war,  to  any  person 
or  persons  who  remained  with  or  went  into  the  enemies  power  or  lines, 
and  whose  estates  have  been  respectively  forfeited  to  the  people  of  this 
State  by  his  or  their  attainder  or  conviction  respectively,  such  person 
or  persons  being  so  indebted,  may  in  discharge  of  such  debts,  in  addi- 
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tion  to  the  securities  above  mentioned,  pay  unto  the  said  treasurer  the 
like  certificates  or  notes,  and  be  discharged  from  any  interest  which 
may  have  become  due  on  such  debts,  as  is  directed  by  the  act  entitled 
An  act  relative  to  debts  due  to  persons  within  the  enemies  lines  passed 
the  12th  day  of  July  1782,  and  upon  the  payments  of  such  debts  dues 
and  demands  as   aforesaid,  the  said  treasurer  shall  give  his  receipt, 
which  receipt  shall  be  a  sufficient  discharge  for  so  much  of  the  said 
Commis-    debts  dues  and  demands.     That  from  and  after  the  expiration  of  the 
recover^    said  six  months  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  commis- 
do^  by     sioner  or  commissioners  of  forfeitures  within  his  or  their  respective  dis- 
«ix  months  tricts  to  ask  demand  sue  for  and  recover  in  his  or  their  own  name  or 
names  all  debts,  dues,  and  demands  which  are  owing  due  and  payable  to 
any  person  or  persons  whose  estate  real  and  personal  is  or  are  by  attain- 
der or  conviction  forfeited  to  the  people  of  this  State  by  virtue  of  any 
law  or  laws  heretofore  passed,  and  all  and  singular  the  interest  money 
due  and  to  grow  due  thereon,  and  that  in  all  prosecutions  to  be  brought 
by  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners  in  virtue  of  this  act  in  any 
court  of  record,  no  essoin  protection  or  wager  of  law  nor  more  than  one 
imparlance  shall  be  allowed.     And  if  such  suit  or  suits  shall  be  com- 
menced in  any  court  of  equity  then  and  in  every  such  case  the  defend- 
ant or  defendants  shall  be  compeled  to  make  full  answer  to  the  bill, 
unless  the  same  be  dismissed  on  demurrer  for  want  of  equity ;  and  the 
monies  recovered  by  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners  in  the 
said  several  and  respective  suits  shall  by  him  or  them  from  time  to  time 
be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  State. 
Proviso,  as       Whereas  Oliver  Delancey  and  Peter  Dubois  did  release  and  convey 
New  Perth,  certain  lands  in  New  Perth  in  Washington  county  (then  called  Charlotte 
J^ashiDg-    county)  in  fee  to  the  Thomas  Clark,  subject  to  the  annual  rent  of  one 
ncoun     gj^jm^g  pgj,  ^^^^^  g^^^  ^j^g  g^j^  Thomas  Clerk  conveyed  sundry  lotts  and 
parcels  of  the  said  lands  to  other  tenants  in  fee  subject  to  the  said 
annual  rent,  and  the  right  and  estate  of  the  said  Oliver  Delancey  by  his 
attainder  having  become   vested  in  the  people  of  this  State,  the  said 
Thomas  Clark  hath  by  his  petition  prayed  the  legislature  to  be  dis- 
charged from  his  covenants  for  the  payment  of  the  said  annual  rent ; 
and  the  other  tenants  in  fee  of  the  said  lands  have  by  their  petition 
prayed  a  remission  of  their  rents  in  arrear  or  some  part  thereof. 
Thomas  XLIII.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That   the 

Scount      said  commissioner  of  forfeitures  for  the  eastern  district  shall  and  he  is 
for  rents  of  hereby  authorized  to  require  the  said  Thomas  Clerk  to  account  for  the 
'*°  *         moiety  of  the  rents  which  he  hath  received  for  the  lands  which  he  held 
from  Oliver  Delancey  and  Peter  Dubois  under  a  yearly  rent,  and  that  if 
the  said  Thomas  Clark  inclines  to  release  his  right  to  the  said  commis- 
sioner to  the  use  of  the  people  of  this  State,  so  far  as  it  respects  the 
estates  conveyed  by  the  said  Oliver  Delancey,  that  the  said  commis- 
sioner do  accept  of  such  release. 
Oolleition       XLIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the 
frora'ten-    collection  of  the  moiety  of  the  rents  still  due  from  the  tenants  occupy- 
Do?ded*"    ^'^S  ^^  ^^^^  lands,  be  stayed  until  the  legislature  shall  direct  otherwise. 
Certain  XLV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it 

to°b"  '^'id  ^^^^^  "^^  ^^  lawful  for  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners  of  for- 
or  demised  feitures  to  be  appomted  by  virtue  of  this  act,  to  sell  or  dismiss  the  fol- 
Sonere.™^  lowing  estates,  to  wit,  the  farm  or  plantation  scituate  in  the  Eike  Bosch, 
in  the  district  of  Kinderhook  in  the  county  of  Albany,  forfeited  by  the 
conviction  of  Andries  Kettle,  the  estate  late  of  William  Zimmer  in  the 
district  of  Schohary  in  the  county  aforesaid,  the  lands  in  possession  of 
Jacobus  Mabie  and  Joseph  Mabie,  in  the  county  of  Montgomery,  the 
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farm  of  Charles  Heroy  in  the  county  of  Dutchess ;  the  farm  in  posses- 
sion of  Ruth  Ferguson  in  the  district  of  Hosick  in  the  county  of 
Albany;  the  parsonage  and  glebe  near  Continental  village  formerly  in 
possession  of  Ebenezer  Jones;  the  estate  late  of  Lucas  Vedder  in  the 
said  county  of  Montgomery,  the  estate  late  of  Henry  Herring  of  Palatine 
district  in  said  county,  the  estate  late  of  Jonathan  Fowler  Esquire  in 
the  county  of  Westchester,  the  estate  late  of  Bartholomew  Crannell 
Esquire  lying  within  the  precinct  of  Poughkeepsie  the  estate  late  of 
James  Lamb  lying  within  the  precinct  of  Haverstraw,  the  estate  late 
of  John  Turner  shopkeeper  in  the  city  of  New  York,  the  estate  late  of 
Samuel  Striker,  of  Graves  End,  at  Long  Island,  the  estate  late  of 
James  Hubbard  of  Gravesend  in  Kings  county  on  Nassau  Island  the 
estate  of  Benjamin  Close  late  of  West  Chester  county,  the  house  and 
lot  of  ground  in  the  city  of  New  York  late  the  property  of  Waldron 
Blauw  now  in  the  possession  of  Edwd.  Doughty  the  parsonage  and 
glebe  lands  in  Philipsborough  in  the  county  of  Westchester,  or  any  land 
heretofore  belonging  to  Frederick  Philipse  in  the  said  county  on  which 
any  church  or  place  of  public  worship  is  now  erected,  not  reserving 
more  than  two  acres  adjoining  to  such  church  or  place  of  worship,  the 
estate  late  of  Gilbert  Purdy  in  Newburgh  precinct  in  the  county  of 
Ulster,  the  parsonage  and  glebe  lands  in  Johnstown  in  the  county  of 
Montgomery,  or  any  land  heretofore  belonging  to  Sir  John  Johnson  in 
the  said  county,  on  which  any  church  or  place  of  worship  is  now  erected, 
not  reserving  more  than  two  acres  adjoining  to  such  church  or  place  of 
worship,  or  the  present  highway  or  any  part  thereof  extending  either 
way  from  the  present  bridge  over  Speyten  Devil  creek  commonly  called 
Kings  Bridge  as  far  as  the  same  passes  through  or  is  laid  over  any  lands 
belonging  to  the  people  of  this  State,  which  said  bridge  and  highway 
extending  from  each  end  thereof  as  far  as  the  same  is  laid  over  any  lands 
belonging  to  the  people  of  this  State  shall  be  and  hereby  is  declared  to 
be  a  public  highway  and  shall  forever  hereafter  be  reserved  and  kept 
open  as  a  public  highway. 

XLVI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  Pees  of 
commissioners  of  forfeitures  to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act  for  Jio"ere^f 
the  sale  of  forfeited  estates  in  the  southern  district  of  this  State,  shall  5?"^^®"* 
receive  a  commission  of  one  and  one  fourth  per  cent  on  the  amount  of 
the  sales  to  be  made  by  them  as  a  reward  for  their  services  and  in  pay- 
ment of  all  expences  in  causing  surveys  to  be  made,  and  of  all  other 
charges  and  disbursements  whatsoever  in  the  execution  of  their  office. 
And  that  the  commissioner  or  commissioners  to  be  appointed  in  the  id.,  of 
other  districts  of  this  State,  in  manner  aforesaid,  shall  each  be  allowed  J^^^J  ***•" 
the  sum  of  twenty  four  shillings  per  day  for  every  day,  he  or  they  shall 
be  actually  employed  in  the  service  required  of  him  or  them  by  virtue 
of  this  act,  for  his  or  their  time  and  personal  expence  and  exclusive  of 
all  other  necessary  expences  from  time  to  time  to  accrue  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  powers  and  authorities  that  shall  be  exercised  by  him  or 
them  in  virtue  of  this  law. 

XLVI  I.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid ^  That  the  Treasurer 
treasurer  of  this  State  is  hereby  required  to  advance  to  the  commis-  money*^ 
sioners  of  forfeitures  to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act  of  the  several  commia- 
districts  respectively,  that  is  to  say,  to  the  commissioner  of  the  middle  ***^°®"- 
district  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  pounds;  to  the  commissioners  of  the 
western  district  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds;  and 
to  the  commissioner  of  the  eastern  district  a  sum  not  exceeding  thirty 
pounds,  to  enable  them  to  proceed  on  the  business  enjoined  on  them 
by  this  act. 
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XLVIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
such  deeds  and  conveyances  shall  be  given  by  the  said  commissioner  or 
commissioners  of  forfeitures  for  all  forfeited  lands  tenements  and  here- 
ditaments, to  be  sold  by  virtue  of  this  act  as  will  vest  the  purchaser  or 
purchasers,  his,  her  or  their  heirs  and  assigns,  with  all  and  singular  the 
estates,  rights  and  interests  held  by  the  people  of  this  State  in  and 
to  such  lands  tenements  and  hereditaments  previous  to  such  sale. 

XLIX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all 
and  singular  the  powers  and  authorities  hereby  vested  in  the  said  com- 
missioners of  forfeitures  for  the  western  district  shall  to  all  intents  con- 
structions and  purposes  in  the  law  whatsoever  be  exercised  and  executed 
by  the  said  commissioners  or  a  major  part  of  them. 

L.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all  and 
singular  the  powers  and  authorities  granted  to  any  commissioner  or 
commissioners  of  forfeitures  by  virtue  of  a  law  of  this  State,  entitled, 
"An  act  for  the  forfeiture  and  sale  of  the  estates  of  persons  who  have 
adhered  to  the  enemies  of  this  State  and  for  declaring  the  sovereignty 
of  the  people  of  this  State  in  respect  to  all  property  within  the  same  " 
passed  the  22d  day  of  October  1779.  And  all  other  laws  of  this  State, 
touching  the  powers  given  to  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures,  passed 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  January  last,  shall  be  and  the  same  and  every 
of  them  are  hereby  repealed,  annulled  and  made  void  any  thing  in  the 
said  laws  or  any  or  either  of  them  contained  to  the  contrary  thereof  in 
any  wise  notwithstanding. 

Provided  nevertheless^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  declared  by  the 
authority  aforesaid^  That  in  all  and  every  case  and  'cases  wherein  the 
commissioners  of  forfeitures  appointed  by  virtue  of  the  said  laws,  or  any 
or  either  of  them,  have  received  any  location  or  locations  for  the  sale 
of  any  forfeited  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments  made  in  conformit}* 
to  any  law  or  laws  of  this  State,  which  was  or  were  in  force  at  and 
immediately  before  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  said  commis- 
sioners shall  be  and  hereby  are  authorized  to  carry  the  sales  upon  such 
location  and  locations,  and  each  and  every  of  them  into  full  and  com- 
pleat  execution  to  all  intents  constructions  and  purposes  whatsoever  in 
the  law,  as  if  this  law  had  not  passed,  any  thing  herein  contained  to 
the  contrary  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

Whereas  John  H.  Sleght  of  Rumbout  precinct  in  Dutchess  count}- 
in  the  year  1777  conveyed  a  certain  messuage  and  farm  in  the  precinct 
aforesaid,  then  in  his  possession  to  John  Kane,  since  attainted  of  adher- 
ing to  the  enemies  of  this  State,  and  the  said  John  Kane  at  the  time  of 
the  conveyance  thereof  promised  to  the  said  John  H.  Sleght,  that  he 
should  retain  the  possession  of  the  said  farm  during  the  war  and  at  a 
reasonable  rent.  And  whereas  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  for  the  fur- 
ther amendment  of  the  laws  directing  the  sales  of  forfeited  estates  passed 
the  31st  day  of  March  1781,  it  was  in  and  by  the  14th  clause  of  the 
said  act  enacted,  that  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  for  the  middle 
district,  or  the  commissioners  appointed  to  procure  a  sum  in  specie, 
should  not  sell,  or  in  any  otherwise  dispose  of  the  said  messuage  and 
farm,  until  the  legislature  should  make  further  provision  in  the  prem- 
ises. And  whereas  John  Morin  Scott,  did  formerly  make  a  location  of 
the  said  farm,  and  deposit  certificates  given  for  the  depreciation  of  the 
pay  of  some  of  the  late  troops  of  this  State  with  some  of  the  commis- 
sioners for  the  sale  of  forfeited  estates  in  the  middle  district,  but  by 
reason  of  the  said  clause  of  the  said  act  the  sale  and  conveyance  of  the 
said  farm  to  the  said  John  Morin  Scott  has  not  been  completed. 
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LI.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  late  Late  cpm- 
commissioners  of  forfeitures  for  the  middle  district,  each  and  every  of  Sre^f^mid- 
them  are  hereby  strictly  enjoined  and  required,  without  delay  to  exe-  ^^^  ^^^ 
cute  all  and  singular  the  powers  and  authorities  vested  in  them  by  vir-  carry  cer- 
tue  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  of  JJl^*^^^^^^ 
the  troops  of  this  State  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  *'  as  far  as 
respects  and  with  relation  to  the  said  messuage  and  farm  according  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  last  mentioned  act. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  legislature,  that  Isaac  Low  Proviso,  as 
late  of  the  city  of  New  York,  did  by  his  attorney  Beriah  Palmer  of  un^i'iS^'^ 
Ballstown  in  the  county  of  Albany,  agree  to  convey  to  Epenetus  White. ^aiistown. 
of  Balls-town  aforesaid,  a  certain  tract  of  land  lying  in  the  patent  of 
Kayadarosseras  as  appears  by  the  said  agreement. 

LII.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  com-  Commis- 
missioners  to  be  appointed  for  the  western  district  by  virtue  of  this  act  Sonv^to 
are  hereby  authorised  and  required  to  convey  to  the  said  Epenetus  ^,^*"® 
White  the  said  tract  of  land,  on  his  paying  to  them  the  sum  agreed  upon 
between  him  and  the  said  Beriah  Palmer,  with  the  interest  thereon  till 
paid  (except  for  such  time  as  the  interest  is  remitted  in  and  by  the  act 
entitled  an  act  relative  to  debts  due  to  persons  within  the  enemys  lines 
passed  the  12th  day  of  July  1782)  and  also  in  his  paying  any  lawful 
costs  that  may  be  due  to  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  for  the  said 
western  district,  for  any  thing  they  have  done  or  may  do  respecting  the 
said  lot  or  parcel  of  land. 

And  whereas  by  an  act  entitled  An  act  to  appropriate  certain  build-  ^viso.as 
ings  to  public  uses,"  passed  at  this  ^jDresent  meeting  of  the  legislature,  a  in  New*" 
certain  house  and  lot  of  ground  situate  in  the  west  ward  of  the  city  of  ^^p^J^^f  by 
New  York  and  vested  in  the  people  of  this  State  by  attainder  of  William  goTemor 
Axtell  Esquire  late  a  member  of  the  council  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain  t£^  of^*"®" 
for  the  late  colony  of  New  York  was  set  apart  for  the  use  of  the  secre-  State, 
tary  of  this  State,  and  as  a  deposit  for  the  public  records  thereof:  and 
by  virtue  of  the  said  act  the  dwelling  house  and  lot  or  toft  of  ground 
with  the  appurtenances  in  the  east  ward  of  the  said  city,  late  in  the 
occupation  of  Henry  White  Esquire  late  a  member  of  the  said  council 
and  vested  in  the  people  of  this  State  by  the  attainder  of  the  said  Henry 
White  has  been  set  apart  for  the  residence  of  his  excellency  the  governor. 

LIII.  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  Oorami&. 
the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  for  the  southern  district  of  this  State  hiiSted  ^ 
are  hereby  inhibited  from  receiving  any  location  on  either  of  the  said  J^^^^T 
two  dwelling  houses,  or  lotts  of  ground  and  from  making  any  sale  thereof  any  loca- 
or  of  either  of  them;  but  the  same  are  hereby  declared  to  be  reserved  "hereon, 
for  the  uses  aforesaid,  until  the  further  order  of  the  legislature- 


CHAP.  65. 

AN  ACT  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  several  officers 
of  government,  and  of  certain  contingent  expenses,  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  the  12th  of  May,  1784. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorky  represented  in  Appropria 
Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  ts  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  "**"*' 
That  the  treasurer  of  this  State  shall  out  of  the  monies  which  now  are 
or  hereafter  may  be  in  the  treasury  and  not  otherwise  specially  appro- 
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priated  pay  the  following  sums  of  money  and  to  the  following  persons 
to  wit, 

To  the  person  administring  the  government  of  this  State  for  the  time 
being,  to  defray  the  incidental  charges  which  may  arise  in  and  about  the 
administring  the  government  of  this  State,  such  sum  or  sums  as  he  shall 
from  time  to  time  by  warrant  under  his  hand  and  the  privy  seal  of  the 
State,  draw  from  the  treasury  of  the  State  for  the  purpose,  not  to  exceed 
in  the  whole  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 

To  his  excellency  the  governor  for  administring  the  government  of 
this  State  from  the  first  day  of  July  last  to  the  first  day  of  July  next,  at 
and  after  the  rate  of  one  thousand  and  five  hundred  pounds  per  annum; 
and  also  the  further  sum  of  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds  for  house 
rent  paid  by  him  to  John  VanCortlandt,  and  such  further  sum  as  shall 
be  necessary  for  repairing  the  house  in  which  he  now  resides  according 
to  such  account  thereof  as  he  shall  produce,  audited  by  the  auditor  of 
the  State. 

To  the  Honorable  Robert  R.  Livingston  Esquire  chancellor  of  this 
State  for  his  services  in  that  station  from  the  first  day  of  July  last,  to  the 
first  day  of  July  next  at  and  after  the  rate  of  four  hundred  pounds  per 
annum. 

•To  the  Honorable  Richard  Morris  Esquire  chief  justice  of  this  State 
for  his  services  in  that  station  from  the  first  day  of  July  last,  to  the  first 
day  of  July  next  at  and  after  the  rate  of  five  hundred  pounds  per  annum. 

To  the  Honorable  Robert  Yates  and  John  Slose  Hobart  Esquires 
puisne  justices  of  the  supreme  court  of  this  State,  for  their  services  in 
that  station  from  and  to  the  respective  times  aforesaid  at  and  after  the 
rate  of  five  hundred  pounds  per  annum. 

To  each  of  the  delegates  of  this  State  at  and  after  the  rate  of  five 
dollars  per  day  for  such  time  as  they  have  attended  or  shall  attend,  or 
were  going  to  or  returning  from  Congress,  to  the  respective  places  of 
their  abode  according  to  such  accounts  as  they  shall  respectively  pro- 
duce, audited  by  the  auditors  of  the  State  ;  provided  that  the  monies 
from  time  to  time  advanced  to  the  said  delegates,  shall  be  charged  to 
their  accounts  respectively. 

To  the  secretary  of  this  State  for  attending  the  legislature  during  the 
present  sessions  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  laws  and  for  attending 
the  council  of  appointment  from  the  first  day  of  July  last  to  the  first 
day  of  July  next  at  and  after  the  rate  of  thirty  pounds  per  annum. 

To  the  said  secretary  for  his  services  in  recording  the  laws,  making 
copies  thereof  with  marginal  notes  for  the  press,  and  making  copies  by 
the  direction  of  the  governor  or  of  the  senate  or  assembly  and  for 
engrossing  the  minutes  of  the  council  of  appointment  from  time  to 
time,  after  the  rate  of  one  shilling  and  six  pence  per  folio,  each  folio  to 
consist  of  one  hundred  and  forty  four  words,  agreeable  to  such  accounts 
thereof  as  he  shall  produce  audited  as  aforesaid. 

To  the  several  members  of  the  senate  and  assembly  for  each  and 
every  day  they  shall  have  severally  attended  in  senate  or  assembly  dur- 
ing the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature,  and  for  each  and  every  day 
they  shall  have  been  or  may  be  travelling  to  and  from  their  respective 
places  of  abode  10  the  places  of  the  said  meeting  of  the  legislature  each 
the  sum  of  sixteen  shillings  per  day  agreeable  to  such  accounts  thereof 
as  they  shall  severally  produce,  certified  by  the  president  of  the  senate, 
or  speaker  of  the  assembly,  as  the  case  may  be ;  the  accounts  of  the 
president  of  the  senate  to  be  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the  senate,  and 
the  accounts  of  the  speaker  of  the  assembly  to  be  certified  by  the  clerk 
of  the  assembly. 
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To  the  former  members  of  the  council  of  appointment  at  and  after  Coudcii  of 
the  rate  of  eight  shillings  per  day  during  their  attendance  on  the  coun-  mint,  ^ 
cil  in  the  recess  of  the  legislature  and  for  the  time  of  their  travelling  J^JJobere 
from  and  to  their  respective  places  of  abode,  according  to  such  accounts 
as  the  clerk  of  the  said  council  shall  have  certified. 

To  the  several  members  of  the  legislature  the  judges  of  the  supreme  Members    • 
court,  the  judges  of  the  county  courts  and  the  attorney  general  who  for^tem^^' 
attended  as  members  of  the  council  for  the  temporary  government  of  porary 
the  southern  district  at  and  after  the  rate  of  sixteen  shillings  for  each  mentof 
day  they  respectively  attended  the  said  council  agreeable  to  such  accounts  J^^jjl^c t?* 
as  they  shall  severally  produce  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the  said  council. 

To  Robert  Benson  and  Abraham  B.  Bancker  Esquires  for  the  time  clerks  of 
they   have  respectively  served    as   clerk   to  the  senate,  and  to  John  J^mbty.^ 
McKesson  Esquire  clerk  of  the  assembly  for  their  services  in  their  re- 
spective stations,  during  the  present  meeting  of   the  legislature  each 
thirty  shillings  per  day,   and  for  several  sums  by  them  severally  ad- 
vanced for  the  use  of  the  senate  and  assembly  respectively  the  amount 
of  such  accounts  thereof  respectively  as  they  shall  severally  produce, 
certified  by  the  president  of  the  senate  or  speaker  of  the  assembly  as 
the  case  may  require.     And  to  the  said  Robert  Benson  for  his  services  Robert 
as  aid  de  camp  to  his  excellency  the  governor  to  the  time  of  his  resig-  aiT-de^'  ^ 
nation  the  amount  of  his  account  audited  by  the  auditor  of  this  State  camp  to 
agreeable  to  the  several  allowances  from  time  to  time  made  by  the  leg-  nor. 
islature. 

To  the  treasurer  of  this  State  the  sum  of  four  hundred  pounds  which  Treasurer, 
sum  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  retain  out  of  any  monies  which  may  be  ^^*'^'- 
in  the  treasury  ibr  his  services  in  that  station  from  the  first  day  of  July 
last  to  the  first  day  of  July  next. 

To  the  said  treasurer  the  further  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  for  his  Treasurer, 
incidental  charges  and  services  which  said  sum  he  is  hereby  authorized  ch^^°^* 
to  retain  out  of  any  monies  which  may  be  in  the  treasury. 

To  the  auditor  of  this  State  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  Auditor, 
pounds  on  account  of  his  salary  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  also  the  sum  Sferk^hfre 
of  two  hundred  pounds  for  the  payment  of  clerks  and  other  contingent 
expences. 

To  the  door-keepers  of  the  senate  and  assembly  during  the  present  Doorkeep- 
meeting  of  the  legislature  each  sixteen  shillings  per  day  agreeable  to  |JJ  2nd^' 
such  certificates  thereof  as  they  shall  respectively  produce  certified  by  assembly, 
the  president  of  the  senate  or  speaker  of  the  assembly. 

To  Alexander  McDougal  Esqr.  for  sundries  in  repairing  the  City  Aiewnder 
Hall  and  furnishing  necessaries  for  the  senate  and  assembly  the  sum  of  ^  ^"*^  * 
two  hundred  and  thirty  three  pounds  sixteen  shillings. 

To  Elizabeth  Holt  printer  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  on  ac-  Elizabeth 
count,  for  printing  laws  of  this  State  and  the  journals  of  the  senate  and  ^° 
assembly. 

Am/  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  auditor  Audltorto 
of  this  State  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  liquidate  and  settle  ^un^^ 
the  accounts  of  the  chancellor  and  treasurer  of  this  State  relative  to  Jndtreaa-'^ 
their  respective  salaries  and  shall  deliver  or  transmit  to  them  a  certifi-  urer  for 
cate  under  his  hand  of  such  ballance  as  he  shall  find  due  to  them  on  "^i^®®- 
account  of  their  salaries  which  became  due  from  and  after  the  seven- 
teenth day  of  April   1777   or  on  account  of  the  depreciation  of  any 
sums  in  Continental  bills  of  credit  which  they  may  have  received  on 
account  of   their  salaries  agreeable  to  the   scale  of  depreciation  for 
settling  the  accounts  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  belonging  to  this  State 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
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To  Coll.  William  B.  Whiting  the  sum  of  seven  pour  'o  i  lillfngs 
in  full  for  nine  days  services  in  going  to  the  Distric:  ^  ..  -ige  on 
business  of  the  State  by  the  advice  of  his  excellency  t'i>   ^  -  i  mt  r. 

To  Ezra  L'  Hommidieu  the  sum  of  fourteen  pounds  '^ixu^..  -.lillings 
for  his  services  in  attending  the  legislature  as  a  member  of  assembly 
thirty  seven  days  a  certificate  of  which  cannot  be  produced,  the  same 
having  been  left  with  Coll.  Udny  Hay  and  burnt  in  his  house. 

To  James  Morgan  the  amount  of  such  account  as  he  shall  produce 
audited  by  the  auditor  of  this  State  for  provisions  and  other  supplies 
furnished  to  such  of  the  poor  of  the  city  of  New  York  as  were  sent 
from  the  said  city  to  the  county  of  West  Chester  and  left  in  his  care. 

To  Benjamin  Walker  Esquire  aid  de  camp  and  private  secretary  to 
his  excellency  the  governor  to  the  first  day  of  July  next  the  usual  allow- 
ance of  pay  as  lieutenant  collonel,  for  such  time  as  his  excellency  the 
governor  shall  certify  that  he  performed  service  ;  and  to  Lewis  R.  Mor- 
ris Esquire  for  such  time  as  he  was  employed  in  the  governors  family, 
the  like  allowance  to  be  certified  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  treasurer 
of  this  State,  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  issue 
similar  certificates  for  the  amount  of  three  horses  to  Judah  Burton  upon 
his  producing  an  account  thereof  audited  by  the  auditor  of  the  State, 
in  like  manner  as  has  heretofore  been  issued  by  the  treasurer  for  horses 
purchased  in  pursuance  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  procure  supplies 
for  the  use  of  the  army  and  to  prevent  a  monopoly  of  cattle  within  this 
State  and  more  effectually  to  prevent  supplies  of  cattle  to  the  enemy  " 
passed  the  24th  of  June  1780. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  auditor 
of  the  State  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  and  required  to  examine  the 
claim  of  Christopher  Liffingwell  owner  of  a  brigantine  called  the  Nancy 
alledged  by  him  to  have  been  taken  for  the  purpose  of  obstructing  the 
passage  of  Hudsons  river  by  order  of  the  convention  of  this  State  and 
if  upon  enquiry  and  examination  it  shall  appear  that  the  said  vessel  was 
taken  by  order  of  the  convention,  the  auditor  shall  ascertain  the  value 
thereof  by  such  proof  as  he  shall  deem  to  be  necessary  for  the  purpose 
and  the  treasurer  shall  grant  a  certificate  for  the  sum  with  the  interest 
to  the  said  Christopher  Liffingwell  and  charge  the  amount  thereof  to 
the  United  States. 

And  wherec^  it  is  alledged  that  the  cargo  of  the  said  vessel*  was  taken 
out  of  the  same,  and  stored  and  afteiwards  consumed  together  with  the 
said  store  by  fire.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  aut/iority  aforesaid  That 
if  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  by  the  said  Christopher  Liffingwell  that  the 
said  cargo  was  taken  out  of  the  said  brigantine  by  order  of  the  person 
executing  the  order  of  the  said  convention,  and  that  the  same  was  con- 
sumed by  reason  thereof,  that  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  auditor  of  this 
State  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  audit  the  account  of  the  said  Christo- 
pher Liffingwell  for  the  said  cargo  at  what  shall  appear  to  have  been  the 
value  thereof  by  such  proof  as  he  shall  deem  necessary,  that  the  treas- 
urer of  this  State  shall  thereupon  grant  a  certificate  for  the  same  with 
interest  to  the  said  Christopher  Liffingwell  and  charge  the  amount 
thereof  to  the  United  States. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  auditor 
of  the  State  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  examine 
the  claim  of  Samuel  Broome  and  Company  and  others  the  owners  of  a 
brigantine  called  the  Janet  alledged  by  the  said  claimants  to  have  been 
taken  for  public  use  by  order  of  the  convention  of  this  State  and  if 
upon  enquiry  and  examination  it  shall  appear  that  the  said  vessel  was 
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taken  as  alledged,  the  auditor  shall  ascertain  the  value  thereof  by  such 
proof  as  he  shall  deem  to  be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  and  the  treasurer 
shall  thereupon  grant  a  certificate  for  the  same  with  the  interest  thereof 
to  the  owners  as  aforesaid,  and  charge  the  amount  thereof  to  the  United 
States. 

A  fid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  auditor  Lt.-Coi. 
of  the  State,  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  liquidate  and  settle  Q^Tdon 
the  accounts  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  James  Gordon  and  other  officers  and 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  regiment  of  militia  in  the  Auditor  to 
county  of  Albany  then  commanded  by  Colonel  Jacobus  Van  Schoon-  wttie 
hoven  who  were  prisoners  in    Canada,  for  their  pay  and  subsistance 
whilst  prisoners  according  to  such  abstracts  and  pay  rolls  as  the  said 
James  Gordon  or  any  other  of  the  said  officers  may  produce  to  him 
attested  to  and  certified  by  the  said  James  Gordon  ;  and  the  treasurer 
is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  grant  certificates  to  the  said  officers, 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  respectively  for  such  sums  as 
may  appear  due  to  them  on  such  settlement  in  like  manner  as  is  directed 
in  and  by  an  act  passed  this  present  meeting  of  the  legislature  entitled 
**  An  act  for  the  settlement  of  the  pay  of  the  levies  and  militia  for  their 
service  in  the  late  war. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  treasurer  Lt.-Coi. 
of  this  State  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  out  of  oap^.Tohn 
any  monies  in  his  hands  unappropriated,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gordon  wood  aod 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds,  to  Captain  John  Wood  the  sum  of  one  zieien." 
hundred  and  fifteen  pounds,  and  to  Lieutenant  John  Zielen  the  sum  of 
fourteen  pounds  to  enable  them  severally  to  discharge  their  debts  con- 
tracted while  they  were  prisoners  in  Canada,  and  for  monies  by  them 
respectively  advanced  to  their  suffering  fellow  prisoners  in  Canada,  and 
deduct  the  same  from  their  accounts  when  audited  by  the  auditor  of 
the  State,  for  services  by  them  respectively  performed  as  officers  in  the 
militia. 

Whereas  It  appears  from  the  certificate  of  John  H.  Sleght  Esquire,  Proviso,  as 
one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  entitled  "An  tSin  de^ 
act  to  procure  a  sum  in  specie  for  the  purpose  of  redeeming  one  ninth  posit  by 
part  of  the  bills  emitted  on  the  credit  of  this  State  pursuant  to  the  act  conckiin. 
of  congress  of  the  loth  day  of  March  1780  for  discharging  the  interest 
of  such  bills  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned  "  passed  the  7th 
day  of  October  1780,  that  Titus  Conckiin  on  the  26th  day  of  April  1781 
paid  into  the  hands  oi  the  said  commissioner  the  sum  of  thirty  nine 
pounds  fifteen  shillings  in  specie  as  a  deposit  for  the   location  of  a  cer- 
tain farm  supposed  to  be  forfeited  to  the  State,  which  upon  strict  ex- 
amination and  enquiry  appeared  not  to  be  forfeited:  That  the  said  sum 
of  money  was  by  the  said  commissioner  paid  into  the  treasury  and  can- 
not be  reimbursed  to  the  said  Titus  Conckiin  but  by  order  of  the  legis- 
lature.    Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall  and  Deposit  to 
may  be  lawful  for  the  treasurer  of  this  State  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  funded, 
and  required  to  pay  to  the  said  Titus  Conckiin  the  sum  of  thirty  nine 
pounds  fifteen  shillings  out  of  any  monies  unappropriated  in  the  treas- 
ury, upon  his  producing  the  certificate  from  the  commissioner  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  auditor  Oliver 
for  this  State  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  examine  J^if  claim 
liquidate  and  certify  the  account  of  Oliver   Mildeberger  claiming  the  ^"J^^®  ®^" 
payment  of  a  reward  offered  by  proclamation  of  his  excellency   the 
governor  of  this  State  for  apprehending  Johannis  Rippenbergh  pur- 
suant to  concurrent  resolutions  of  the  senate  and  assembly  passed  27th, 
day  of  October  1778,  and  the  treasurer  of  this  State  is  hereby  directed 
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to  grant  a  certificate,  in  manner  and  form  as  certificates  directed  to  be 
given  to  the  levies  and  militia,  for  such  sum  as  the  auditor  shall  certify 
to  be  due. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  aut/wrtty  aforesaid,  That  the  treasurer 
of  the  State  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  grant  to 
Daniel  Dunscomb  a  certificate  for  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  lawful 
money  of  this  State  in  manner  and  form  as  certificates  directed  to  be 
given  to  the  levies  and  militia  of  this  State;  being  a  full  compensation 
for  the  services  of  the  said  Daniel  Dunscomb,  while  employed  by  the 
convention  of  this  State  to  collect  the  lead  out  of  the  windows  in  the 
city  of  New  York. 

Whereas  Williams  Harper  together*  with  others  were  by  a  resolution 
of  the  convention  of  the  9th  day  of  May  1777  appointed  a  commissioner 
to  superintendent  the  manufacture  of  gun  flints,  sulphur,  lead  and  salt, 
and  received  a  certain  sum  of  money  from  the  treasury  of  this  State  to 
be  expended  upon  such  manufactures:  And  whereas  the  said  William 
Harper  hath,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  for  the  lelief  of  John  Cantine  and 
others  passed  the  27th,  day  of  March  1783,  accounted  with  the  treasurer 
for  the  monies  by  him  received  and  expended,  but  he  hath  not  received 
the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  allowed  him  for  his  expences  in  the  service 
aforesaid.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  treasurer  to  pay  to  the  said  William  Harper 
the  said  sum  of  fifty  pounds  as  an  allowance  for  his  service  and  expences 
in  superintending  the  manufacture  of  gun  flints,  sulphur  lead  and  salt  in 
pursuance  of  the  resolution  abovementioned. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  treasurer 
of  the  State  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  unto 
all  such  persons,  for  their  services  as  member  of  the  legislature  of  this 
State,  prior  to  the  present  sessions,  and  whose  certificates  for  their  ser- 
vices as  such,  have  not  hitherto  been  paid,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  eight 
shillings  per  day,  for  every  day  which  by  certificates  it  shall  appear  they 
have  respectively  attended  the  legislature  as  aforesaid,  which  payment 
shall  be  made  out  of  any  unappropriated  monies  in  the  treasury  of  the 
State,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  whereas  it  appears  that  Peter  Lyon  Esquire  in  pursuance  of  an 
act  for  supplying  the  families  of  the  persons  belonging  to  the  five 
battalions  of  Continental  troops  raised  under  the  direction  of  this  State 
and  who  had  engaged  in  the  same  for  three  years  or  during  the  war, 
with  the  necessaries  of  life,  at  moderate  prices,  furnished  supplies  to  the 
family  of  Joseph  Bouton  a  soldier  in  the  line  of  this  State,  to  the 
amount  of  twenty  pounds.  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  treasurer  to 
pay  to  the  said  Peter  Lyon  out  of  any  unappropriated  monies  in  his 
hands  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  taking  his  receipt  in  full  for  necessaries 
furnished  by  him  to  the  family  of  Joseph  Bouton  a  soldier  in  the  line  of 
this  State. 

And  whereas  Christopher  P.  Yates  Esquire  on  application  of  Lieut, 
Colonel  Clyde  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Montgomery 
hath  supplied  the  inhabitants  of  Cherry  Valley  with  provisions  at  the 
time  they  were  so  distressed  by  the  late  enemy  as  to  be  destitute  of  the 
common  necessaries  of  life;  and  whereas  the  said  inhabitants  by  means 
of  the  general  destruction  of  their  property  are  represented  as  being  ut- 
terly unable  to  pay  for  the  said  provisions.  Be  it  therefore  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  auditor  of  this  State  shall  be 
and  hereby  is  authorized  and  required  to  audit  and  liquidate  the  ac- 
count of  the  said  Christopher  P.  Yates  agreeable  to  such  vouchers  as 
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he  shall  produce  for  the  delivery  of  the  said  provisions  according  to  the  *"^^l'" 
Continental  scale  of  depreciation  at  the  date  of  such  vouchers :     And  cherry 
the  treasurer  of  this  State  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  pay  the  Valley, 
said  Chistopher  P.  Yates  out  of  any  money  that  may  be  in  the  treasury 
unappropriated  such  sum  as  shall  appear  to  be  due  to  him  on  sucli 
liquidation. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  auditor  Thomas 
of   the  State  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  examine  the  demand  of ^Smto 
Thomas  Randall  claiming  payment  for  a  brigantine  belonging  to  him,  be  exam- 
taken  for  the  obstruction  of  the  North,  river  in  the  year  1776  and  if  it  "    * 
shall  be  fully  made  to  appear  to  the  said  auditor  that  the  said  vessel  was 
actually  taken  by  order  of  the  convention  of  this  State  and  that  the 
State  is  accountable  for  the  payment  thereof  the  said  auditor  is  hereby 
directed  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  said  brigantine  and  audit  the 
account  of  the  said  claimant  and  charge  the  amount  thereof  to  the 
United  States. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  treasurer  Robert 
of  the  State  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  pay;unto  SSnieJ^ad- 
Robert  Harpur  Esquire  deputy  secretary  the  sum  of  thirty  one  pounds  vanced. 
and  eight  pence  being  for  so  much  advanced  by  the  said  Robert  Harpur 
for  removing  the  records  of  the  State  from  Poughkeepsie  to  the  city  of 
New  York. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,   That  the  com-  Commis- 
missioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  entitled  **  an  act  to  procure  underact 
a  sum  in  specie  for  redeeming  one  sixth  of  the  bills  emitted  on  the  credit  ^^  J'^- 
of  this  State  pursuant  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  i8th  March  1780  and 
for  discharging  the  interest  of  such  bills  "  shall  be  allowed  at  and  after 
the  rate  of  twenty  four  shillings  for   each  and  tvery  day  they  shall 
respectively  have  been  actually  imployed  in  the  business  enjoined  on 
them  by  the  said  act  for  their  services  and  personal  expenses,  and  that 
the  treasurer  shall  pay  the  amount  of  such  accounts  when  audited  by 
the  auditor  of  the  State  out  of  any  monies  which  may  be  in  his  hands 
unappropriated. 

Whereas  By  an  act  of  the  governor  the  council  and  general  assembly  Proviso,  as 

of  the  late  colony  of  New  York  made  and  passed  the  13th  day  of  Jan-  tSim  Lott, 

uary  1768  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  several  latetreas- 
n-  r    ^  iri*^  •  ir^i.  urer  of  the 

officers  of  the  government  and  of  other  services  and  for  the  better  secur-  colony  of 

ing  the  public  funds  of  this  colony"  it  was  among  other  things  therein  ^^^^ork. 
enacted,  that  the  treasurer  of  the  said  colony  for  the  time  being  should 
before  he  entered  on  the  execution  of  his  office,  find  two  or  more  suffi- 
cient sureties  to  be  approved  of  by  the  general  assembly  for  the  time  being, 
who  together  with  the  said  treasurer,  should  gi^e  a  bond  to  the  speaker  of 
the  general  asssembly  for  the  time  being,  by  which  their  heirs  executors 
and  administrators  should  be  jointly  and  severally  bound  in  the  sum  of 
thirty  thousand  pounds,  to  be  paid  to  tlie  speaker  of  the  general  assem- 
bly for  the  time  being,  on  this  condition,  that  if  the  said  treasurer,  his 
heirs  executors  or  administrators  should  .account  to  his  excellency  the 
governor  or  commander  in  chief,  the  council  or  the  general  assembly 
for  the  time  being  whenever  thereunto  required  by  either  of  them- for 
such  monies  as  should  come  into  his  hands  by  virtue  of  any  law  or  laws 
of  the  said  colony,  then,  or  which  thereafter  should  be  in  force,  and 
should  pay  the  same  as  directed  by  such  law  or  laws;  and  should  pay 
the  balance  of  what  might  be  due  from  him  to  the  colony  as  treasurer 
either  in  law  or  equity,  into  the  hands  of  such  other  treasurer  as  should 
thereafter  be  appointed  and  directed  to  receive  the  same.  And  whereas 
Abraham  Lott  late  treasurer  of  the  said  colony  in  conformity  to  the 
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said  act,  did  become  jointly  and  severally  bound  with  divers  other  per- 
sons as  his  securities  by  their  joint  and  several  bond,  given  to  the  then 
speaker  of  the  general  assembly  for  the  time  being  in  the  penal  sum 
directed  and  required  by  the  said  act,  and  bearing  date  the  i8th  day  of 
January  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1768  with  condition  thereunder  written 
as  by  the  said  act  is  directed  and  required.  And  whereas  the  said 
Abraham  Lott  still  remains  accountable  to  the  people  of  this  State  for 
divers  sums  of  money  which  came  to  his  hands  as  treasurer  as  aforesaid. 
Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  treasurer 
of  this  State  for  the  time  being  shall  and  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired without  delay,  to  call  the  said  Abraham  Lott  to  an  account,  of 
all  his  acts  and  transactions  relating  to  the  public  treasury  of  the  said 
colony  while  he  was  treasurer  thereof,  and  to  receive  from  him  to  the  use 
of  the  people  of  this  State  all  such  sum  and  sums  of  money,  as  shall  appear 
to  have  been  due  from  him  to  the  said  colony;  and  upon  his  the  said 
Abraham  Lott's  neglect  or  refusal  so  to  account  and  pay  the  said  simi 
and  sums  of  money  as  aforesaid,  to  commence  and  prosecute  to  final 

*^?I**i?  judgment  and  recovery  in  his  own  name  a  suit  for  the  penalty  of  the 

prosecute    •'.P,,  .,.•'  ,  ,,  ^S         .■*  . 

the  bond,    said  bond,  or  in  his  own  name  to  take  such  other  effectual  remedy 

either  in  law  or  equity  to  compel  the  said  Abraham  Lott  to  such  ac- 
count and  payment  as  aforesaid,  as  by  the  attorney  general  of  this  State 
for  the  time  being  shall  be  advised  who  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired effectually  to  prosecute  any  suit  or  suits  either  in  law  or  equity 
for  the  same;  and  on  recovery,  in  any  such  suit  or  suits  either  in  law 
or  equity,  costs  shall  be  awarded:  And  the  said  attorney  general  for  the 
lime  being,  upon  judgment  or  decree  in  any  such  suit  or  suits,  is  hereby 
directed  and  required  to  issue  the  usual  execution  and  upon  receiving 
such  sum  and  sums  cff  money  as  aforesaid  to  pay  the  same,  after  retaining 
to  himself  such  costs  as  aforesaid,  to  the  treasurer  of  this  State  for  the 
time  being. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  I'hat  the  treasurer 
of  this  State  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  pay  to  Colonel  James 
Livingston  and  the  officers  of  his  regiment  who  received  the  deprecia- 
tion of  their  pay  in  this  State,  and  who  remained  in  service  until  they 
were  deranged  by  the  reformation  of  the  army  in  January  1781  upon  a 
certificate  signed  by  the  auditors  appointed  to  liquidate  and  settle  the 
accounts  of  the  troops  of  this  State  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
each  two  months  pay  for  the  year  1780,  and  also  that  the  auditors  ap- 
pointed to  liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  troops  of  this  State 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  are  hereby  required  to  grant  certifi- 
cates for  three  months  pay  for  the  year  1780  to  the  said  James  Living- 
ston and  to  such  officers  of  his  regiment  as  before  described  in  like 
manner  as  certificates  were  granted  to  the  deranged  officers  of  this  State 
in  and  by  the  act  of  the  legislature  passed  the  i8th  day  of  March  1783. 
And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  treasurer 
support' of  of  this  State  shall  out  of  any  monies  in  the  treasury  which  may  be  un- 
poor.  appropriated  pay  unto  John  Thomas  Esquire  such  sum  as  shall  appear 

to  be  due  to  him  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  four  poor  children 
viz.    Alexander  McDonald,  William  Ricketts,  Peter  Gorbeth  and  Nancy 
Welch  who  by  order  of  the  convention  in  the  year  1776  were  removed 
from  the  city  of  New  York  to  the  county  of  Westchester  on  his  pro- 
ducing an  account  thereof  audited  by  the  auditor  for  this  State,  who  is 
hereby  required  to  liquidate  the  said  account. 
Hay.^iSSf      ^^  ^^  ^^  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  auditoi 
agent,  aud-  of  this  State  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  liquidate 
tie'^wftv     and  certify  the  accounts  of  Col.  Udny  Hay  late  state  agent  and  ascer- 
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tain  the  balance  of  the  said  accounts  according  to  the  affidavit  of  the 
said  Udny  Hay,  or  by  such  other  evidence  as  can  be  obtained  to  prove 
such  accounts  as  he  shall  produce,  and  also  by  advertizement  to  be 
published  at  least  six  weeks  in  one  or  more  of  the  news  papers  in  this 
State  to  notify  such  of  the  citizens  of  this  State  who  have  any  claims 
against  the  said  Udny  Hay  as  state  agent  or  any  of  his  deputies  to 
exhibit  their  respective  accounts,  attested  before  one  or  more  of  the 
magistrates  of  the  county  where  such  claimant  resides,  to  the  auditor 
within  six  months  aftei  the  date  of  such  advertizement,  and  the  auditor 
is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  liquidate  and  settle  all  such 
accounts,  as  shall  be  exhibited  and  sworn  to  in  manner  aforesaid. 

Whereas  it  appears  that  the  auditors  appointed  to  liquidate  and  settle 
the  accounts  of  the  line  of  the  troops  of  this  State  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  in  settling  the  pay  of  the  sergeants  of  the  said  line 
have  only  allowed  them  certificates  for  the  depreciation  of  their  pay 
at  and  after  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per  month,  altho*  by  an  act  of 
Congress  the  same  was  increased  to  ten  dollars  per  month.     Be  it  there- 
fore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  auditors  aforesaid  be  Seiveaiita 
and  hereby  are  authorized  to  grant  unto  all  the  sergeants  of  the  line  of  certmcatS 
this  State  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war,  to  Jjr  balance 
whom  by  former  law  or  laws  of  this  State  they  were  directed  to  issue 
certificates  for  the  depreciation  of  their  pay,  certificates  for  the  depre- 
ciation of  the  ballance  of  their  actual  pay  agreeable  to  the  establishment 
of  pay  appointed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  from  the  date 
of  the  resolution  of  Congress  aforesaid. 

Whereas  the  public  faith  of  this  State  hath  been  pledged  to  the  com- 
missioners of  forfeitures  appointed  by  virtue  of  the  act  entitled  **  An 
act  for  the  forfeiture  and  sale  of  the  estates  of  persons  who  have  adhered 
to  the  enemies  of  this  State,  and  for  declaring  the  sovereignty  of  the 
people  of   this   State   in   respect   to   all   property   within   the   same," 
passed  the  22nd  day  of  October  1779  for  such  allowance  and  compen- 
sation to  them  for  their  services  and  expences,  besides  the  expence  of 
surveyors,  clerks  and  other  incidental  charges,  as  should  by  the  legis- 
lature be  deemed  just  and  reasonable.     Be  it  tlurefore  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall   and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  Commis- 
auditor  of  this  State  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  respective  commis-  under  act 
sioners   of  forfeitures   appointed   as    aforesaid,    allowing  in   the   said  of  i7;o, 
accounts  twenty-four  shillings  per  day  for  their  respective  services  and  and  ex- 
personal  expences,  for  every  day  they  shall  have  been  actually  imployed  p®°*®»- 
in  the  execution  of  their  office ;  that  the  said  auditor  shall  charge  the 
said  commissioners  with  the  monies  advanced  to  them  by  the  treasurer 
of  this  State  ascertaining  the  value  thereof  if  in  Continental  money, 
agreeable  to  what  shall  be  deemed  by  the  said  auditor  the  actual  value 
thereof  at  the  time  of  such  payments  respectively,  that  upon  producing 
such  accounts  to  the  said  treasurer  audited  as  aforesaid  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  treasurer  to  pay  unto  the  said  commission- 
ers respectively  the  balances  of  their  accounts  out  of  any  monies  unap- 
propriated in  the  treasury. 

Afid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  aut/iority  aforesaid  That  the  auditor  John  Holt, 
of  the  State,  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  audit  the  account  due  to  ®^^*®  °'- 
the  estate  of  the  late  John  Holt,  which  has  arisen  since  the  thirty-first 
day  of  March  1781,  and  the  treasurer  of  the  State  is  hereby  authorized 
.  and  directed  ^  pay  to  the  legal  representatives  of  the  said  John  Holt, 
out  of  any  unappropriated  monies,  such  sum  as  shall  appear  to  be  due 
by  the  certificate  of  the  auditor  as  aforesaid. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  treasurer 
of  this  State  shall  out  of  any  unappropriated  monies  in  the  treasure- 
pay  to  Squire  Fancher  (a  private  in  the  regiment  of  militia  in  the 
county  of  West  Chester  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Crane)  who 
was  wounded  in  public  service,  the  amount  of  such  sum,  as  the  auditor 
for  the  State  shall  allow  for  the  expences  of  attendance  and  surgeons 
healing  and  curing  his  wounds,  and  the  said  auditor  is  hereby  required 
to  liquidate  such  accounts. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  treasurer 
of  the  State  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  to  the 
auditors  appointed  to  liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  line  of 
this  State  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  by  virtue  of  an  act  passed 
the  4th  day  of  October  1780  the  sum  of  four  hundred  pounds  for 
which  the  said  auditors  are  to  be  accountable  to  the  State. 

Whereas  By  an  ordinance  of  the  council  appointed  for  the  temporar}^ 
government  of  the  southern  parts  of  this  State  passed  the  first  day  of 
December  1783,  commissioners  were  appointed  to  have  the  superintend- 
ance  of  the  poor  in  the  city  of  New  York  until  the  legislature  should 
make  further  provision,  or  until  the  corporation  of  the  said  city  should 
be  organized,  and  that  the  said  commissioners  should  on  behalf  of  this 
State  provide  the  said  poor  with  provisions  clothing  bedding  fuel  and 
other  necessaries,  or  to  enter  into  such  contracts  or  agreements  for 
providing  the  said  poor  with  the  same,  as  the  said  commissioners  or  any 
two  of  them  should  from  time  to  time  deem  most  expedient :  provided 
that  it  should  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  commissioners  to  enter  into  any 
contracts  or  agreements  to  incur  any  expence  in  the  whole  to  exceed 
the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  pounds:  And  whereas  by  a  resolution  of  the 
said  council  passed  the  15th  day  of  December  1783  the  said  commis- 
sioners were  authorized  to  appropriate  the  monies  arising  from  the 
rents  of  the  estate  late  of  James  De  Lancey  towards  the  support  of  the 
poor  in  the  alms  house  in  the  said  city.  And  whereas  by  an  other  ordi- 
nance of  the  said  council  passed  the  i6th  day  of  December  1783  it  is 
ordained  that  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  for  the  southern  district, 
or  any  one  them  shall  have  the  charge  custody  and  possession  of  all 
and  singular  the  lands  and  tenements  within  the  said  district,  forfeited 
to  the  people  of  this  State,  and  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  said 
commissioners  and  each  of  them  to  demise  the  said  lands  and  tene- 
ments of  which  they  should  become  possessed,  until  the  first  day  of 
May  then  next,  and  that  each  tenant  should  pay  their  respective  rents 
to  such  person  as  the  legislature  should  thereafter  authorize,  to  receive 
the  same.  And  whereas  Isaac  Stoutenburgh  Esquire  one  of  the  said 
commissioners  of  forfeitures  hath  demised  such  of  the  said  forfieted 
lands  and  tenements  as  he  became  possessed  of,  and  whereas  no  person 
is  yet  authorized  by  law  to  receive  the  said  rents.  Be  it  therefore 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  Isaac  Stoutenburgh  Esquire 
shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  collect  and  receive  the  rents  for 
the  lands  and  tenements  so  demised  and  out  of  the  monies  arising  from 
such  rents  to  discharge  the  debts  and  contracts  accrued  and  made  by 
such  commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  poor  as  aforesaid 
provided  that  the  aggregate  amount  of  such  debts  and  contracts  shall 
not  exceed  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  pounds  and  that  after  having 
stated  the  account  of  the  amount  of  all  such  rents  by  him  received 
and  of  his  disbursements  and  that  the  auditor  of  this  S^te  shall  have 
audited  the  accounts  and  disbursements  as  aforesaid,  he  the  said  Isaac 
Stoutenburgh  shall  pay  the  balance,  if  any  there  be,  into  the  treasury 
of  this  State,  retaining  in  his  hands  at  and  after  rate  of  two  and  one 
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half  per  cent  on  the  amount  of  the  rents  by  him  received  as  a  compen- 
sation for  his  services  in  the  premises. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  auditor  John 
of  this  State  be  knd  he  is  hereby  directed  to  audit  the  account  of  John  Jj^*!®*"' 
Lasher  commissary  of  military  stores,  that  the  said  auditor  shall  charge  mi«»ary 
the  said  John  Lasher  with  the  monies  advanced  to  him  by  the  treasurer  stores,  ^^ 
of  this  State  ascertaining  the  value  thereof  if  in  Continental  money  g"^^}^^''  ^ 
agreeable  to  what  shall  be  deemed  by  the  said  auditor  the  actual  value  with;  office 
thereof  at  the  time  of  such  payments  respectively  —  that  upon  produc-  **^^'^®<*- 
ing  such  account  to  the  said  treasurer  audited  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  and  to  the  said  treasurer,  to  pay  unto  the  said  John 
Lasher  the  ballance  of  his  said  account  out  of  any  monies  unappropriated. 
Provided  nevertheless  a?id  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  and  declared  That 
the  said  office  of  commissary  of  military  stores  shall  be  deemed  as  abol- 
ished on  the  twenty  fifth  day  of  November  last,  and  is  hereby  abolished; 
that  the  accounts  of  the  said  John  Lasher  shall  be  audited  only  to  the 
day  last  mentioned ;  and  that  the  said  treasurer  shall  not  pay  the  bal- 
lance to  the  said  John  Lasher  until  he  do  produce  a  certificate  that  he 
has  rendered  an  account  of  the  disposition  of  the  said  stores  to  his 
excellency  the  governor  and  have  delivered  the  stores  which  remain 
in  his  custody  (if  any)  to  the  order  of  his  excellency  the  governor. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That   James  James 
Black  late  clothier  to  this  State  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  oiothierr** 
directed  to  cause  to  be  sold  by  public  vendue  such  articles  of  clothing  to  sell  ' 
as  may  remain  in  his  possession  belonging  to  the  State  and  to  account  EilJ^posse^ 
to  the  auditor  for  the  amount  thereof  in  his  account  with  the  State.         "***^ 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid;  That  the  treas-  Philip 
urer  of  this  State  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  to  Philip  ?S?  wooS 
Schuyler  Esquire  out  of  any  monies  unappropriated  the  sum  of  two  hun-  g"'  on  Bo- 
dred  and  fifty  pounds  being  in  full  for  so  much  engaged  to  be  paid  him  island, 
by  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  act  hereinafter  mentioned  for 
wood  cut  off  the  island  commonly  called  Bohannas'  Island;  the  said 
Philp  Schuyler  entering  into  such  articles  covenants  and  agreements 
with  the  said  treasurer  as  is  directed  by  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  of 
the  late  colony  of  New  York  passed  the  third  day  of  April  1775. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  loan  Loan 
officers  appointed  by  virtue  of  a  law  of  this  State  while  the  same  was  a  gSpend^ 
colony  entitled  "An  act  for  emitting  the  sum  of  ;^i  20,000  in  bills  of  p™^"- 
credit  to  be  put  out  on  loan  and  to  appropriate  the  interest  arising  recovery  of 
thereon  to  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  this  colony  and  to  such  public  moneys, 
exigencies  as  the  circumstances  of  this  colony  may  from  time  to  time 
render  necessary  "  be  and  the  said  loan  offices  are  hereby  respectively 
directed  and  required  to  suspend  all  prosecutions  by  virtue  of  the  said 
law  for  the  recovery  of  any  monies  loaned  in  consequence  thereof  until 
the  legislature  shall  make  further  order  in  the  premises,  and  the  said 
loan  officers  are  further  directed  and  required  to  lay  a  state  of  their 
accounts  and  proceedings  before  the  legislature  within  ten  days  after  a 
quorum  of  both  houses  shall  be  convened  at  their  next  meeting. 

Whereas  Jonathan  Preston  a  sergeant  in  the  regiment  lately  com-  Jonathan 
manded  by  Colo.  Goose  Van  Schaick  had  the  misfortune  to  break  both  ^Ss'ion 
his  legs  whilst  on  furlough,  one  of  which  was  amputated  whereby  he  is  granted  to. 
rendered  incapable  of  procuring  subsistence.     JBe  it  therefore  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  treas- 
urer of  this  State  annually  to  pay  unto  the  said  Jonathan  Preston  the 
like  allowance  as  is  given  to  a  sergeant  maimed  whilst  in  actual  service, 
and  to  charge  the  same  to  the  United  States. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  treasurer 
of  this  State  shall  out  of  any  unappropriated  monies  in  the  treasury 
pay  to  Squire  Fancher  (a  private  in  the  regiment  of  militia  in  the 
county  of  West  Chester  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Crane)  who 
was  wounded  in  public  service,  the  amount  of  such  sum,  as  the  auditor 
for  the  State  shall  allow  for  the  expences  of  attendance  and  surgeons 
healing  and  curing  his  wounds,  and  the  said  auditor  is  hereby  required 
to  liquidate  such  accounts. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  treasurer 
of  the  State  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  to  the 
auditors  appointed  to  liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  line  of 
this  State  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  by  virtue  of  an  act  passed 
the  4th  day  of  October  1780  the  sum  of  four  hundred  pounds  for 
which  the  said  auditors  are  to  be  accountable  to  the  State. 

Whereas  By  an  ordinance  of  the  council  appointed  for  the  temporary 
government  of  the  southern  parts  of  this  State  passed  the  first  day  of 
December  1783,  commissioners  were  appointed  to  have  the  superintend- 
ance  of  the  poor  in  the  city  of  New  York  until  the  legislature  should 
make  further  provision,  or  until  the  corporation  of  the  said  city  should 
be  organized,  and  that  the  said  commissioners  should  on  behalf  of  this 
State  provide  the  said  poor  with  provisions  clothing  bedding  fuel  and 
other  necessaries,  or  to  enter  into  such  contracts  or  agreements  for 
providing  the  said  poor  with  the  same,  as  the  said  commissioners  or  any 
two  of  them  should  from  time  to  time  deem  most  expedient :  provided 
that  it  should  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  commissioners  to  enter  into  any 
contracts  or  agreements  to  incur  any  expence  in  the  whole  to  exceed 
the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  pounds:  A?id  whereas  by  a  resolution  of  the 
said  council  passed  the  15th  day  of  December  1783  the  said  commis- 
sioners were  authorized  to  appropriate  the  monies  arising  from  the 
rents  of  the  estate  late  of  James  De  Lancey  towards  the  support  of  the 
poor  in  the  alms  house  in  the  said  city.  And  whereas  by  an  other  ordi- 
nance of  the  said  council  passed  the  i6th  day  of  December  1783  it  is 
ordained  that  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  for  the  southern  district, 
or  any  one  them  shall  have  the  charge  custody  and  possession  of  all 
and  singular  the  lands  and  tenements  within  the  said  district,  forfeited 
to  the  people  of  this  State,  and  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  said 
commissioners  and  each  of  them  to  demise  the  said  lands  and  tene- 
ments of  which  they  should  become  possessed,  until  the  first  day  of 
May  then  next,  and  that  each  tenant  should  pay  their  respective  rents 
to  such  person  as  the  legislature  should  thereafter  authorize,  to  receive 
the  same.  And  whereas  Isaac  Stouten  burgh  Esquire  one  of  the  said 
commissioners  of  forfeitures  hath  demised  such  of  the  said  forfieted 
lands  and  tenements  as  he  became  possessed  of,  and  whereas  no  person 
is  yet  authorized  by  law  to  receive  the  said  rents.  Be  it  therefore 
enacted  by  t/ie  authority  aforesaid  That  Isaac  Stoutenburgh  Esquire 
shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  collect  and  receive  the  rents  for 
the  lands  and  tenements  so  demised  and  out  of  the  monies  arising  from 
such  rents  to  discharge  the  debts  and  contracts  accrued  and  made  by 
such  commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  poor  as  aforesaid 
provided  that  the  aggregate  amount  of  such  debts  and  contracts  shall 
not  exceed  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  pounds  and  that  after  having 
stated  the  account  of  the  amount  of  all  such  rents  by  him  received 
and  of  his  disbursements  and  that  the  auditor  of  this  S^te  shall  have 
audited  the  accounts  and  disbursements  as  aforesaid,  he  the  said  Isaac 
Stoutenburgh  shall  pay  the  balance,  if  any  there  be,  into  the  treasury 
of  this  State,  retaining  in  his  hands  at  and  after  rate  of  two  and  one 
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half  per  cent  on  the  amount  of  the  rents  by  him  received  as  a  compen- 
sation for  his  services  in  the  premises. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That  the  auditor  John 
of  this  State  be  knd  he  is  hereby  directed  to  audit  the  account  of  John  ^^l®'* 
Lasher  commissary  of  military  stores,  that  the  said  auditor  shall  charge  '"J^'^f/J 
the  said  John  Lasher  with  the  monies  advanced  to  him  by  the  treasurer  Stores,  ^^ 
of  this  State  ascertaining  the  value  thereof  if  in  Continental  money  2^^^}^*'  ^ 
agreeable  to  what  shall  be  deemed  by  the  said  auditor  the  actual  value  with;  office 
thereof  at  the  time  of  such  payments  respectively  —  that  upon  produc-  **>^*^'^®<l' 
ing  such  account  to  the  said  treasurer  audited  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  and  to  the  said  treasurer,  to  pay  unto  the  said  John 
Lasher  the  ballance  of  his  said  account  out  of  any  monies  unappropriated. 
Provided  nevertheless  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  and  declared  That 
the  said  office  of  commissary  of  military  stores  shall  be  deemed  as  abol- 
ished on  the  twenty  fifth  day  of  November  last,  and  is  hereby  abolished; 
that  the  accounts  of  the  said  John  Lasher  shall  be  audited  only  to  the 
day  last  mentioned ;  and  that  the  said  treasurer  shall  not  pay  the  bal- 
lance to  the  said  John  Lasher  until  he  do  produce  a  certificate  that  he 
has  rendered  an  account  of  the  disposition  of  the  said  stores  to  his 
excellency  the  governor  and  have  delivered  the  stores  which  remain 
in  his  custody  (if  any)  to  the  order  of  his  excellency  the  governor. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That   James  James 
Black  late  clothier  to  this  State  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  oiothierr** 
directed  to  cause  to  be  sold  by  public  vendue  such  articles  of  clothing  to  sell  * 
as  may  remain  in  his  possession  belonging  to  the  State  and  to  account  Eto^possei 
to  the  auditor  for  the  amount  thereof  in  his  account  with  the  State.         ^^^^ 

And  be  it  further  encuted  by  the  authority  aforesaid;  That  the  treas-  Philip 
urer  of  this  State  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  to  Philip  §S{*^^ 
Schuyler  Esquire  out  of  any  monies  unappropriated  the  sum  of  two  hun-  g"t  on  Bo- 
dred  and  fifty  pounds  being  in  full  for  so  much  engaged  to  be  paid  him  island, 
by  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  act  heremaf ter  mentioned  for 
wood  cut  off  the  island  commonly  called  Bohannas*  Island;  the  said 
Philp  Schuyler  entering  into  such  articles  covenants  and  agreements 
with  the  said  treasurer  as  is  directed  by  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  of 
the  late  colony  of  New  York  passed  the  third  day  of  April  1775. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore saidy  That  the  loan  Loan 
oflficers  appointed  by  virtue  of  a  law  of  this  State  while  the  same  was  a  jSjJSd^ 
colony  entitled  "An  act  for  emitting  the  sum  of   Xi  20,000  in  bills  of  pro»«cu- 

j-/^u  x^  1  jx    ^  '   ^      .x.       '    ^         J.        •  •        tlonsfor 

credit  to  be  put  out  on  loan  and  to  appropnate  the  mterest  ansmg  recoTeryof 
thereon  to  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  this  colony  and  to  such  public  ^^^^y^ 
exigencies  as  the  circumstances  of  this  colony  may  from  time  to  time 
render  necessary  "  be  and  the  said  loan  offices  are  hereby  respectively 
directed  and  required  to  suspend  all  prosecutions  by  virtue  of  the  said 
law  for  the  recovery  of  any  monies  loaned  in  consequence  thereof  until 
the  legislature  shall  make  further  order  in  the  premises,  and  the  said 
loan  officers  are  further  directed  and  required  to  lay  a  state  of  their 
accounts  and  proceedings  before  the  legislature  within  ten  days  after  a 
quorum  of  both  houses  shall  be  convened  at  their  next  meeting. 

Whereas  Jonathan  Preston  a  sergeant  in  the  regiment  lately  com-  Jonathan 
manded  by  Colo.  Goose  Van  Schaick  had  the  misfortune  to  break  both  ^S^\on 
his  legs  whilst  on  furlough,  one  of  which  was  amputated  whereby  he  is  granted  to. 
rendered  incapable  of  procuring  subsistence.     Be  it  therefore  encuted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  treas- 
urer of  this  State  annually  to  pay  unto  the  said  Jonathan  Preston  the 
like  allowance  as  is  given  to  a  sergeant  maimed  whilst  in  actual  service, 
and  to  charge  the  same  to  the  United  States. 
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Passed  the  12th  of  May,  1784. 


•^.-w//^'' 


^ce  to  the  safety  of  a  free  govern- 

.,  ;/A/*-jJi/;ies  inimical    to    the  Constitution, 

(!^'^/ohces  or  places  of  trust,  whereby  they 

V  ^2%^uence  in  the  direction  of  its  councils. 


cor 


Isaac 
Rosevelt 


Seer 
of  8 
ma 

e* 

t 


■'.'^./r/zens  of  this  State,  entertaining  sentiments 
j^/iave  taken  an  active  part  in  the  late  war  in 
S'i'^'!^n't  government,  and  it  would  be  improper  and 
/'. */!''''' Ji^t/'^^rsons  should  be  suffered  to  hold  or  enjoy  any 
^II'j^'''*fjM^  ^£ii  trust  within  this  State.      And  whereas  it  is  the 
J^'^^^^^^^u^*-'  ^o  pursue  every  reasonable  and  proper  measure 
^^*I^/V^^^xmJTitnt  from  being  disturbed  and  endangered. 
^<r  ^  '^"".^.r/  mi^-^'^^  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  repre- 
^"■^^tf^^e  iTfjd  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
^/f^fliat  ail  and  every  person  or  persons,  natives  or  others,  who 
/SP -^^^'ideT^^  in  this  State,  or  any  other  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
j^     Ijei^^^f^yoi  July  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven,  hun- 
idJ"^  ni^^!^  rt  J  seventy  six,  and  who  have  at  any  time  since  the  said  ninth  day 
ioi'^ita-    jred  ^"  .      -  -  -       -  -  -  -        -      _        - 


.# 


foP 


S>' 


^'r^ly  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
^^Jnty  six,  accepted,  received,  lield  or  exercised,  any  military  commis- 
■^*n  or  commissions  whatsoever,  by  or  under  any  authority  derived  from 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  every  person  or  persons  who  being  res- 
ident within  this  State,  or  any  other  of  the  United  States  as  aforesaid, 
QH  the  ninth  day  of  July  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six 
aforesaid,  who  have  armed  or  fitted  out,  or  who  have  been  concerned  in 
fitting  out,  any  privateer  or  privateers,  or  vessels  of  war,  to  cruise  against 
or  commit  hostilities  upon  the  vessels,  property  and  persons  of  any  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  against  their  allies ;  and  every  person 
or  persons  whatsoever,  who  being  resident  in  this  State,  or  any  other  of 
the  said  United  States,  on  the  ninth  day  of  July  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six  aforesaid,  and  who  have 
served  on  board  such  privateers  or  vessels  of  war,  in  the  condition  or 
capactity  of  captain  lieutenant  or  master;  and  also  every  person  or  per- 
sons who  being  resident  in  this  State,  or  any  other  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  ninth  day  of  July  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six 
aforesaid,  and  who  since  that  time  have  accepted,  held  or  exercised  any 
official  commission  or  appointment,  in  the  board  or  boards  of  police 
instituted  and  established  in  the  southern  district  of  this  State,  during 
the  late  war,  by  virtue  of,  and  under  authority  derived  from  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  ;  and  also  every  person  or  persons  whatsoever  who  being 
resident  in  this  State,  or  any  other  of  the  United  States,  on  the  nmth 
day  of  July  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six  aforesaid,  and 
who  since  that  time  have  accepted,  received,  held  or  exercised  any 
office  commission  or  appointment  whatsoever,  in  the  court  of  admir- 
alty instituted  and  established  in  the  southern  district  of  this  State, 
during  the  late  war,  by  virtue  of  authonty  derived  from  the  king 
of  Great  Britain  as  aforesaid ;  and  also  all  and  every  person  or  per 
sons  whatsoever,  who    being    resident    in  any  of   the  United  States, 
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*pt  this  State,  on  the  ninth  day  of  July  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
.  seventy  six  aforesaid  ;  and  who  at  any  time  since  that  day  and  dur- 

g  the  late  war,  iiave  fled  or  removed  from  such  of  the  said  states  of 
vvhich  such  person  or  persons  were  respectively  resident,  on  the  9th  day 
of  July  aforesaid,  and  who  have  gone  over  to,  joined  or  put  himself  or 
themselves  under  the  power  and  protection  of  the  fleets  or  armies  of  the 
king  of  Great  Britain  aforesaid  ;  and  all  and  every  person  and  persons 
who  being  resident  in  this  State  on  the  ninth  day  of  July  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  six  aforesaid,  and  who  since  that  day,  have 
voluntarily  gone  over  to,  remained  with,  or  joined  the  fleets  and  armies  of 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  aforesaid  at  any  time  during  the  late  war;  w^ho 
has  or  have  left  this  State  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  December  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  three,  and 
who  have  not  returned  and  who  shall  hereafter  be  found  within  this 
State,  such  person  or  persons  so  found,  shall  be,  on  conviction  thereof, 
adjudged  guilty  of  misprision  of  treason.     Provided  always,  that  noth- Proviso,  as 
ing  in  this  act  contained,  shall  be  taken  or  deemed  to  affect  any  person  J;|Jd*/n^^e 
who,  at  the  time  of  committing  any  of  the  off*ences  aforesaid,  was  a 
minor  under  sixteen  years  of  age  or  a  person  insane.    And  provided  Proviso,  as 
also,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  such  person  or  persons,  ^opert? 
whose  estates  respectively  may  be  attached  by  any  law  of  this  State  and  attached, 
advertisement  made  thereof  agreeable  to  such  law,  to  come  and  remain 
within  this  State  for  so  long  a  time  as  may  be  absolutely  necessary  to 
defend  his  her  or  their  suit ;   anything  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  thereof 
in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  Persons 
person  or  persons  falling  under  any  of  the  descriptions  herein  before  ScHbed^^as 
mentioned  and  the  descriptions  mentioned  in  the  twelfth  section  of  the  well  as* 
act  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  elections  within  this  State,"  passed  the  SthSre. 
twenty  seventh  day  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  Jj^J?J2i- 
eight,  and  who  has  or  have  not  left  this  State,  are  hereby  for  ever  dis-  fled,  from 
qualified  and  rendered  incapable  of  holding,  exercising  or  enjoying  any  holding  ^ 
legislative,  judicial  or  executive  office  or  place,  whatsoever  within  this  offlo«- 
State ;  and  shall  and  hereby  is  and  are,  for  ever  disqualified  and  inca- 
pacitated to  elect  or  vote  either  by  ballot  or  viva  voce  at  any  election  to 
fill  any  office  or  place  whatsoever  within  this  State,  and  if  any  person 
shall  offer  himself  as  an  elector,  at  any  election  hereafter  to  be  holden 
for  an  office  or  place  within  this  State,  and  shall  be  suspected  of,  or 
charged  to  be  within  any  of  the  descriptions  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  inspectors  or  superintendants  (as  the  case  may  be)  to  inquire 
into  and  determine  the  fact  whereof  such  person  shall  be  suspected  or 
wherewith  he  shall  be  charged  as  the  cause  of  disqualification  aforesaid 
on  the  oath  of  one  or  more  witness  or  witnesses,  or  on  the  oath  of  the 
party  so  suspected  or  charged,  at  their  discretion  ;  and  if  such  fact  shall 
in  the  judgment  of  the  inspectors  or  superintendants,  be  established,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  them  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  reject  the  vote 
of  such  persons  at  such  election.     Provided  always,  that  if  it  shall  ap-  Proviso,  as 
pear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  inspectors  or  superintendants  at  any  elec-  oompui'^^ 
tion,  that  any  person  offering  himself  as  an  elector,  has,  during  the  late  jion,  and 
war,  within  the  southern  district,  by  fear  or  compulsion  accepted  held  tary  acts, 
or  exercised  any  such  office  commission  or  appointment,  or  may  have 
involuntarily  done  any  act  or  acts  which  by  the  said  section  would  have 
disqualified  him  from  holding  any  office  or  from  being  an  elector  had 
the  same  been  voluntarily  done,  and  that  such  person  otherwise  has 
uniformly  behaved  as  a  friend  to  the  freedom  and  independence  of  the 
United  States,  the  inspectors  shall  admit  such  persons  to  give  his  note 
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AN  ACT  to  preserve  the  freedom   and    independence  of 
State,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 


this 


Preamble. 


Persons 
faUiDg 
within 
classes 
named 
adjudged 
guilty  of 
mispris- 
ion of 
treason. 


Passed  the  12th  of  May,  1784. 

Whereas  It  is  of  great  importance  to  the  safety  of  a  free  govern- 
ment, that  persons  holding  principles  inimical  to  the  Constitution, 
should  not  be  admitted  into  offices  or  places  of  trust,  whereby  they 
might  acquire  an  immediate  influence  in  the  direction  of  its  councils. 
And  whereas  some  of  the  citizens  of  this  State,  entertaining  sentiments 
hostile  to  its  independence  have  taken  an  active  part  in  the  late  war  in 
opposition  to  the  present  government,  and  it  would  be  improper  and 
dangerous  that  such  persons  should  be  suffered  to  hold  or  enjoy  any 
such  office  or  place  of  trust  within  this  State.  And  whereas  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  legislature  to  pursue  every  reasonable  and  proper  measure 
to  secure  the  government  from  being  disturbed  and  endangered. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  repre- 
sented in  Senate  and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  all  and  every  person  or  persons,  natives  or  others,  who 
being  resident  in  this  State,  or  any  other  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
ninth  day  of  July  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven,  hun- 
dred and  seventy  six,  and  who  have  at  any  time  since  the  said  ninth  day 
of  July  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy  six,  accepted,  received,  Tield  or  exercised,  any  military  commis- 
sion or  commissions  whatsoever,  by  or  under  any  authority  derived  from 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  every  person  or  persons  who  being  res- 
ident within  this  State,  or  any  other  of  the  United  States  as  aforesaid, 
on  the  ninth  day  of  July  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six 
aforesaid,  who  have  armed  or  fitted  out,  or  who  have  been  concerned  in 
fitting  out,  any  privateer  or  privateers,  or  vessels  of  war,  to  cruise  against 
or  commit  hostilities  upon  the  vessels,  property  and  persons  of  any  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  against  their  allies ;  and  every  person 
or  persons  whatsoever,  who  being  resident  in  this  State,  or  any  other  of 
the  said  United  States,  on  the  ninth  day  of  July  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six  aforesaid,  and  who  have 
served  on  board  such  privateers  or  vessels  of  war,  in  the  condition  or 
capactity  of  captain  lieutenant  or  master ;  and  also  every  person  or  per- 
sons who  being  resident  in  this  State,  or  any  other  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  ninth  day  of  July  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six 
aforesaid,  and  who  since  that  time  have  accepted,  held  or  exercised  any 
official  commission  or  appointment,  in  the  board  or  boards  of  police 
instituted  and  established  in  the  southern  district  of  this  State,  during 
the  late  war,  by  virtue  of,  and  under  authority  derived  from  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  ;  and  also  every  person  or  persons  whatsoever  who  being 
resident  in  this  State,  or  any  other  of  the  United  States,  on  the  ninth 
day  of  July  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six  aforesaid,  and 
who  since  that  time  have  accepted,  received,  held  or  exercised  any 
office  commission  or  appointment  whatsoever,  in  the  court  of  admir- 
alty instituted  and  established  in  the  southern  district  of  this  State, 
during  the  late  war,  by  virtue  of  authonty  derived  from  the  king 
of  Great  Britain  as  aforesaid ;  and  also  all  and  every  person  or  per- 
sons whatsoever,  who    being    resident    in  any  of   the   United  States, 
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except  this  State,  on  the  ninth  day  of  July  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy  six  aforesaid  ;  and  who  at  any  time  since  that  day  and  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  Jiave  fled  or  removed  from  such  of  the  said  states  of 
which  such  person  or  persons  were  respectively  resident,  on  the  9th  day 
of  July  aforesaid,  and  who  have  gone  over  to,  joined  or  put  himself  or 
themselves  under  the  power  and  protection  of  the  fleets  or  armies  of  the 
king  of  Great  Britain  aforesaid  ;  and  all  and  every  person  and  persons 
who  being  resident  in  this  State  on  the  ninth  day  of  July  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  six  aforesaid,  and  who  since  that  day,  have 
voluntarily  gone  over  to,  remained  with,  or  joined  the  fleets  and  armies  of 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  aforesaid  at  any  time  during  the  late  war;  who 
has  or  have  left  this  State  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  December  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  three,  and 
who  have  not  returned  and  who  shall  hereafter  be  found  within  this 
State,  such  person  or  persons  so  found,  shall  be,  on  conviction  thereof, 
adjudged  guilty  of  misprision  of  treason.     Provided  always,  that  noth- Proviso,  as 
ing  in  this  act  contained,  shall  be  taken  or  deemed  to  affect  any  person  Jjl^^/nSSe 
who,  at  the  time  of  committing  any  of  the  offences  aforesaid,  was  a 
minor  under  sixteen  years  of  age  or  a  person  insane.    And  provided  Proviso,  as 
also,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  such  person  or  persons,  ^^n^ 
whose  estates  respectively  may  be  attached  by  any  law  of  this  State  and  attached, 
advertisement  made  thereof  agreeable  to  such  law,  to  come  and  remain 
within  this  State  for  so  long  a  time  as  may  be  absolutely  necessary  to 
defend  his  her  or  their  suit ;   anything  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  thereof 
in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  Persons 
person  or  persons  falling  under  any  of  the  descriptions  herein  before  S^ribed,*as 
mentioned  and  the  descriptions  mentioned  in  the  twelfth  section  of  the  well  as' 
act  entitled  **  An  act  to  regulate  elections  within  this  State,"  passed  the  Sthere, 
twenty  seventh  day  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  ^^J?ua!ii- 
eight,  and  who  has  or  have  not  left  this  State,  are  hereby  for  ever  dis-  fled,  itom 
qualified  and  rendered  incapable  of  holding,  exercising  or  enjoying  any  hoSmnf?*^ 
legislative,  judicial  or  executive  office  or  place,  whatsoever  within  this  offlo«- 
State ;  and  shall  and  hereby  is  and  are,  for  ever  disqualified  and  inca- 
pacitated to  elect  or  vote  either  by  ballot  or  viva  voce  at  any  election  to 
fill  any  office  or  place  whatsoever  within  this  State,  and  if  any  person 
shall  offer  himself  as  an  elector,  at  any  election  hereafter  to  be  holden 
for  an  office  or  place  within  this  State,  and  shall  be  suspected  of,  or 
charged  to  be  within  any  of  the  descriptions  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  inspectors  or  superintendants  (as  the  case  may  be)  to  inquire 
into  and  determine  the  fact  whereof  such  person  shall  be  suspected  or 
wherewith  he  shall  be  charged  as  the  cause  of  disqualification  aforesaid 
on  the  oath  of  one  or  more  witness  or  witnesses,  or  on  the  oath  of  the 
party  so  suspected  or  charged,  at  their  discretion  ;  and  if  such  fact  shall 
in  the  judgment  of  the  inspectors  or  superintendants,  be  established,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  them  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  reject  the  vote 
of  such  persons  at  such  election.     Provided  always,  that  if  it  shall  ap-  Proviso,  as 
pear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  inspectors  or  superintendants  at  any  elec-  com^ui^** 
tion,  that  any  person  offering  himself  as  an  elector,  has,  during  the  late  f**JP'|^? 
war,  within  the  southeni  district,  by  fear  or  compulsion  accepted  held  taryacts. 
or  exercised  any  such  office  commission  or  appointment,  or  may  have 
involuntarily  done  any  act  or  acts  which  by  the  said  section  would  have 
disqualified  him  from  holding  any  office  or  from  being  an  elector  had 
the  same  been  voluntarily  done,  and  that  such  person  otherwise  has 
uniformly  behaved  as  a  friend  to  the  freedom  and  independence  of  the 
United  States,  the  inspectors  shall  admit  such  persons  to  give  his  note 
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at  any  such  election,  any  thing  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Whereas  a  very  respectable  number  of  citizens  of  this  State,  well  at- 
tached to  the  freedom  and  independence  thereof,  have  entreated  the 
legislature  to  extend  mercy  to  persons  herein  after  mentioned,  and  to 
restore  them  to  their  country. 
Pereons  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  Gysbert  Mer- 

may  re        selius,  Henry  Staats,  John  Stevenson,   Henry  Van   Dyck,  John  Van 
\M     h    ^^^^^>  Henry  Van  Schaack,  David  Van  Schaack,  Harman  Pruyn,  Wil- 
state  wi\h^  Ham  Rea,  Myndert  Viele,  William  Lupton,  Cadwallader  Golden,  Walter 
tation?^^    Dubois,  Cornelius   Luyster,  Andrew  Graham,  John  Thurman,  Samuel 
Fowler,  Joseph  Mabbet,  John  Gieen,  Dirck  Van  Vlect,  Jost  Garrison, 
John  Booth,  Rolef  Elting,  Solomon  Elting,  Richard  Harrison,  James 
Smith  and  Benjamin  Lapham,  shall  be  and  every  of  them  are  hereby 
permitted  to  return  to  and  reside  within  this  State  without  any  moles- 
tation, and  therein  to  remain  until  the  end  of  the  next  meeting  of  the 
legislature,  or  until  further  legislative  provision  shall  be  made  in  the 
premises,  anything  in  the  act  entitled     An  act  more  effectually  to  pre- 
vent the  mischiefs  arising  from  the  influence  and  example  of  persons  of 
equivocal  and  suspected  characters  in  this  State,"  passed  the  30th  day 
of  June  1778,  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 
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Fourth  session : 

chapter  twelve  —  chap,  i,  5th  sess 405 

chapter  sixteen  —  chap.  37,  5th  sess ". 476 

chapter  twenty-two  —  chap.  55,  4th  sess 385 

chapter  twenty-four  —  chap.  52,  4th  sess 383 

chapter  thirty-one  —  chap.  27,  6th  sess .    544 

Fifth  session : 

chapter  thirty-six,  section  fourteen  —  chap.  7,  7th  sess 596 

ACTS  REVIVED. 

Conspiracies,  detection  of —  chap.  7,  3d  sess 1 52 

Felonies,  trial  of,  chap.  I,  4th  sess 291 

Forage,  impress  of,  etc.  —  chap.  4,  3d  sess.  148 ;  chap.  41,  3d  sess 20S 

Hawkers  and  pedlars,  restraint  of —  chap.  18, 6th  sess 533 

Robberies,  to  prevent  —  chap,  ^^y  3d  sess 283 

Staying  executions  against  public  oflicers  —  chap.  48,  7th  sess ....    683 

Stores  to  troops,  issuance  of —  chap.  13,  2d  sess loi 

Southern  district,  temporary  government,  ordinances  —  chap.  3,  7th  sess 589 

Supreme  court,  terms  appointed  —  chap.  8,  6th  sess 513 

ACTS  SUSPENDED. 

Courts  of  inferior  jurisdiction  (Colonial)  —  chap.  44,  3d  sess 219 

Finance,  national,  relative  to  —  chap.  62,  4th  sess 397 

Tax  levy  of  $150,000  —  chap,  43,  4tn  sess.  362  :  chap.  62,  4th  sess.  397  ;  chap. 

5,  5th  sess 408 

Wages,  prices,  etc.,  regulated  —  chap.  42,  ist  sess 83 
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AFFIDAVITS. 
Testimony  for  use  in  other  States  —  chap.  26, 7th  sess 626 

ALBANY,  CITY  OF. 

Charter  of,  concerning  —  chap.  4,  ist  sess.  10 ;  chap.  30,  ist  sess 60 

Night  watch,  tax  for  —  chap,  i,  2d  sess 89 

Public  roads  in  —  chap.  24,  2d  sess 119 

ALBANY  COUNTY. 

Collectors,  number  of  —  chap.  45,  3d  sess 221 

Forfeited  estates,  sale  of — cnap.  51,  3d  sess 230 

Highways  in  —  chap.  24,  2d  sess.  119  ;  chap.  60,  3d  sess.  253 ;  chap.  34,4th  sess. 

352  ;  chap.  52,  7th  sess '. 690 

Hillsdale,  district  of,  erected  —  chap.  23,  5th  sess 438 

New  Hampshire  grants,  concerning  —  chap.  24,  3d  sess 169 

Night  watch  established  in  —  chap.  6,  2d  sess 94 

Rensselaerwyck,  manor  divided  —  chap.  23,  2d  sess 118 

Halfmoon,  boundary  —  chap.  50,  3d  sess 226 

east  district,  tax  levy  —  chap.  57,  3d  sess * 250 

divided  —  chap.  13,  7th  sess 610 

Schenectady,  lands  annexed  —  chap.  36,  3d  sess 204 

fortress  at  —  chap.  65,  3d  sess 263 

ALDERMANIC  COURTS. 
See  Courts. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

Advances  to  public  officers  —  chap.  44,  ist  sess '. .     84 

Annual  —  chap.  35,  ist  sess.  75;  chap.  7,  2d  sess.  96;  chap.  34,  2d  sess.  138; 

,     chap.  31,  3d  sesa  196  ;  chap.  61,  3d  sess.  255 ;  chap.  79,  3d  sess.  285  ;  chap.  17, 

4th  sess.  322;  chap.  64,  4th  sess.  398  ;  chap.  17,  5th  sess.  425 ;  chap.  40,  5th 

sess.  491  ;  chap.  50,  6th  sess.  573  ;  chap.  65,  .7th  sess 759 

Continental  battalions  —  chap.  41,  ist  sess 82 

Contmental  troops,  for  families  of  —  chap.  22,  2d  sess 167 

Militia,  expenses  of  —  chap.  5,  ist  sess 11 

Soldiers,  disabled,  provision  for — chap.  30,  2d  sess 127 

United  States,  loan  to  —  chap.  23,  ist  sess 47 

ARMS  OF  THE  STATE. 
Established  —  chap.  12,  ist  sess '    21 

ARMY. 
See  Military  Affairs. 

ARTICLES  OF  CONFEDERATION. 

Acceded  to  by  this  State  —  chap,  i,  ist  sess i 

Act  supplementary  to  —  chap.  30,  3d  sess ...    195 

Completion  of,  to  facilitate  —  chap.  38,  3d  sess 205 

ASHES. 
Quality  of  pot  and  pearl  —  chap.  40,  7th  sess 665 

ASSESSMENT  AND  TAXATION. 

Act  of  Congress,  to  carry  into  effect  —  chap.  42,  6th  sess 560 

Albany,  city  of,  night  watch. —  chap,  i,  2a  sess 89 

Annual  tax  levies  —  chap.  17,  ist  sess.  37;  chap.  16,  2d  sess.  102;  chap.  27,  3d 

sess.  185  ;  chap.  47,  3d  sess.  222 ;  chap.  57,  4tn  sess.  388;  chap.  10,  5th  sess. 

412;  chap.  37,  5th  sess.  472 ;  chap.  6,  6th  sess.  505  ;  chap.  49,  oth  sess 565 

Arrearages,  collection  of —  chap.  9,  6th  sess 513 

Charlotte  county,  bounty  —  chap.  29.  2d  sess 123 

Cortlandt,  poor  tax  —  chap.  1 5,  oth  sess 527 

County  treasurers,  returns  of — chap.  1 1,  5th  sess 4^9 

98 
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Flour  for  the  army  —  chap.  34,  3d  sess . .   200 

Goshen,  Orange  county,  drainage  — chap.  39,  7th  sess (^^ 

Haverstraw,  Orange  county,  gaol  —  chap.  47,  7th  sess 682 

Kings  county,  court  house  —  chap.  23,  7th  sess 623 

Levy  of  $150,000  in  specie  —  chap.  16,  4th  sess.  319;  chap.  43,  4th  sess.  362; 

chap.  62,  4th  sess.  397  ;  chap.  5,  5th  sess.  408  ;  chap.  37,  5th  sess 476 

Loans,  levy  to  pay  —  chap.  20,  4th  sess 329 

New  York  city,  special  purposes  —  chap.  43,  7th  sess 669 

Persons  exempted  from  militia  —  chap.  22,  ist  sess.  45  ;  chap.  33,  ist  sess 136 

Rensselaerwyck,  east  district,  rangers —  chap.  57,  3d  sess 250 

Rochester,  town  of,  exemptions  —  chap.  12,  5th  sess 419 

Shoes  and  stockings,  for  the  troops  —  chap.  13,  ist  sess.  124;  chap.  27,  2d 

sess 121 

Southern  district,  £100,000  for  use  of  State — chap.  58,  7th  sess 707 

Supplies  for  the  army  —  chap.  35,  3d  sess.  202;  chap.  24,  4th  sess.  339;  chap. 

45,  4th  sess 363 

Taxes,  payment  of,  to  expedite  —  chap.  10,  3d  sess 306 

Ulster  county,  tax  levies  —  chap.  37,  4th  sess.  356  ;  chap.  7, 5th  sess.  408  ;  chap. 

29,  5th  sess 458 

Writs  of  replevin,  not  allowed  —  chap.  47,  4th  sess 369 

ASSESSORS. 
Increasing  number  of  —  chap.  8,  ist  sess 15 

ATTORNIES. 
See  Courts. 

AUCTION. 
Regulating  sales  by  —  chap.  4,  7th  sess ^^ 590 

AUDITOR. 

Office  of,  created,  and  duties  —  chap.  21,  5th  sess 430 

Salary  of,  established — chap.  14,  7th  sess 611 

AUGUR,  AMY. 
Pardoned,  for  a  felony  —  chap.  9,  2d  sess 98 

AXTELL,  WILLIAM. 

Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

House  set  apart  to  Secretary  of  State  —  chap.  12,  7th  sess 609 

Not  to  be  sold  —  chap.  64,  7th  sess 759 


BANCKER,  GERARD. 
State  Treasurer — chap.  26,  ist  sess.  49;  chap.  9,  3d  sess.  154;  chap.  2,  5th 
sess.  406;  chap,  3,  6tn  sess 503 

BANK  OF  NORTH  AMERICA. 
Incorporation  of,  etc.  —  chap.  35,  5th  sess 462 

BANKS. 
Establishment  of,  prohibited  — chap.  35,  5th  sess 462 

BARCLAY,  THOMAS  H. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess  174 

BARNES,  STEPHEN. 
Relief  of  —  chap.  24,  7th  sess 624 

BAYARD,  ROBERT. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess ....  173 
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BAYARD,  WILLIAM. 

Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess  173 

Estates  pledged  for  public  loan  —  chap.  64,  3d  sess 262 

Estates  granted  to  Andries  Onderdonck  —  chap.  64,  7th  sess 753 

BEND,  ELIZABETH  AND  GROVE. 
Relief  of,  and  creditors  —  chap.  61,  7th  sess 726 

BILLOP,  CHRISTOPHER. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

BILLS  OF  CREDIT. 

Cancel  certain  — chap.  15,  2d  sess.  102  ;  chap.  46,  3d  sess 221 

Counterfeiting,  a  felony  —  chap.  25,  2d  sess 120 

Depreciation,  scale  of —  chap.  51,  4th  sess .' .  378 

Exchange  on,  rate  of  —  chap.  19,  4th  sess 326 

Leeal  tender,  acts  repealed  —  chap.  58,  4th  sess 392 

Making  of,  interest  paid  —  chap.  56,  4th  sess 387 

New  emission  —  chap.  46,  4th  sess ....  366 

Receivable  for  forfeited  estates,  and  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  —chap. 

60,  7th  sess.  720 ;  chap.  64,  7th  sess 739 

Redemption  of —  chap.  64,  3d  sess.  258 ;  chap.  72,  3d  sess 278 

Sale  of  lands  to  redeem  — chap.  1 1,  4th  sess.  307 ;  chap.  64,  7th  sess 741 

See,  also.  Certificates  ;  Public  Loans  and  Public  Moneys. 

BOUNDARIES,  INTERIOR. 

Haverstraw  and  Cornwall  —  chap.  30,  5th  sess 459 

Rensselaerwyck  and  Halfmoon  —  chap.  50,  3d  sess 229 

Wawayanda  and  Cheescocks  —  chap.  29, 6th  sess 547 

BOUNDARIES  OF  THE  STATE. 

Congress  to  settle  New  Hampshire  grants  — chap.  24,  3d  sess 169 

Massachusetts,  to  establish  —  chap.  28, 6th  sess 545 

Original  papers  used  on  hearings  —  chap.  32,  3d  sess 199 

Western,  to  be  limited  —  chap.  38,  3d  sess 205 

BOUNTY  LANDS. 
Grant  of —  thap,  63,  7th  sess 731 

BRITISH  TRADE. 
Congress  may  restrict  —  chap.  53.  7th  sess  699 

BUTLER,  JOHN. 

Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

Estates  pledged  for  public  loss  —  chap.  64,  3d  sess 262 

c. 

CANTINE,  JOHN. 
Relief  of,  and  others  — chap.  52,  6th  sess 581 

CAPITAL  OF  THE  STATE. 
Where  legislature  to  meet  —  chap.  24,  ist  sess 48 

CAUGHNAWAGA,  DISTRICT  OF. 
Erected  from  district  of  Mohawk  —  chap.  50,  3d  sess   229 

CENSUS. 
White  inhabitants,  sheriffs  to  take  —  chap.  18,  5th  sess 428 
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CERTIFICATES. 

Depreciation  of  pay  of  troops  —  chap.  28,  5th  sess 456 

Pay  of  troops  in  national  service  —  ciiap.  19,  7th  sess 619 

Public  loan  subscription  —  chap.  73,  3a  sess 280 

Troops,  for  pay  of —  chap.  7,  4th  sess 298 

See,  also,  Bills  of  Credit  ;  Public  Loans  and  Public  Moneys. 

CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE. 
Incorporation  of,  confirmed  —  chap.  30,  7th  sess 630 

CHARITABLE  DONATIONS. 

Commissioners  to  distribute  on  the  frontiers  —  chap.  6,  ist  sess 12 

Three  pounds  for  inhabitants  of  frontiers  —  chap.  34,  2d  sess i3cl 

CHARLOTTE  COUNTY. 

Assessments  fonbounty  —  chap.  29,  2d  sess: 122 

Courts  in  —  chap.  12,  ist  sess.  23;  chap.  12,  2d  sess.  100;  chap.  26,  4th  sess. ..  343 

Estates  pledged  for  public  loans  —  chap.  64,  3d  sess 262 

Highways,  laying  out,  etc.  —  chap.  31.  2d  sess.  127 ;  chap.  6, 3d  sess.  151 ;  chap. 

6q,  3d  sess.  253 ;  chap.  34,  4th  sess 352 

Levy  of  troops,  persons  relieved  —  chap.  44, 4th  sess 363 

New  Hampshire  grants  controversy  —  chap.  24,  3d  sess .  169 

Night  watch  established  in  —  chap.  6,  2d  sess 94 

Poor,  maintenance  of  —  chap.  68,  3d  sess 265 

Quota  under  tax  levy  of  1779 — chap.  47,  3d  sess 227 

Washington,  name  changed  to  —  chap.  17,  7th  sess...  i 613 

See,  also,  Washington  County. 

CHEESCOCKS. 
Wawayanda  boundary  line  —  chap.  29,  6th  sess 547 

CHURCHES. 

Reformed  Protestant  Dutch,  of  Tappan  —  chap.  17,  6th  sess 532 

Reformed  Protestant  Dutch,  of  New  York  city  —  chap.  9,  7th  sess 597 

Trinity,  New  York  city  —  chap.  33,  7th  sess 646 

Trustees,  for  care  of  property  —  chap.  1 8,  7th  sess 613 

CITIES. 
Albany,  to  confirm  the  charter  of —  chap.  4,  ist  sess.  10 ;  chap.  30,  ist  sess. . .     60 

CLARK,  THOMAS.     . 
Relative  to  lands  of,  Washington  county  —  chap.  64,  7th  sess 756 

CLAUS,  DANIEL. 
Estates  forfeited — chap,  25,  3d  sess 173 

CLAVERACK,  DISTRICT  OF 
Hillsdale  district  elected  from  —  chap.  23,  5th  sess 43^ 

CLINTON,  SIR   HENRY. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 174 

CLOTHING. 
See  Military  Supplies. 

COCHRAN,  JOHN. 
May  locate  lands  —  chap.  26,  6th  sess S43 

COLDEN,  DAVID. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

COLLECTORS. 
Number  of,  increased  in  certain  counties  —  chap.  45,  3d  sess 221 
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COLLEGES. 
Columbia,  formerly  Kings  —  chap.  51,  7th  sess  w ...  0 686 

COLUMBIA  COLLEGE. 
Charter  amended  —  chap.  51,  7th  sess 686 

COMMERCE. 
See  Trade  and  Commerce. 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  FORFEITURES. 

Office  created  -—  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

See,  also,  Forfeited  Estates. 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  HIGHWAYS. 

Certain  counties,  election  of —  chap.  31,  2d  sess.  127 ;  chap.  6,  3d  sess 151 

Rensselaerwyck,  manor  of —  chap.  24,  2d  sess 119 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  LAND  OFFICE. 
Board  created  — chap.  60,  7th  sess 720 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  LOAN  OFFICE. 

Appointment  of,  providing  for—  chap.  8,  3d  sess 1 53 

Inaemnification  and  direction  of —  chap.  33,  5th  sess 461 

COMMISSIONER  OF  PRISONERS. 

Office  created  —  chap.  26,  3d  sess 185 

Office  abolished  —  chap.  47,  6th  sess 564 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  SEQUESTRATION. 

Investigation  of —  chap.  23,  3d  sess 168 

Ulster  countv,  suits  against  —  chap.  31,  5th  sess 460 

Vacancies,  filling  of —  chap.  52,  3a  sess 231 

See,  also,  Forfeited  Estates. 

COMMON  PLEAS. 
See  Courts. 

CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Adjust  proportions  of  States  —  chap.  5,  6th  sess 504 

British  trade,  niay  restrict  —  chap.  53,  7th  sess 699 

Disabled  soldiers,  relative  to  —  chap.  30,  2d  sess 124 

Levy  duty  on  importations  —  chap.  31,  4th  sess.  347  ;  chap.  27,  6th  sess 544 

New  Hampshire  grailts  —  chap.  24,  3d  sess 169 

State  courts,  may  sue  in  — chap.  22,  2d  sess ...   117 

See,  also,  United  States  of  America. 

CONSPIRACIES. 

Commissioners  to  detect,  powers  and  duties  —  chap.  3,  ist  sess.  8  ;  chap.  31, 
1st  sess.  60;  chap.  3,  2d  sess.  90;  chap.  7,  3d  sess.  152;  chap.  58,  3d  sess. 
251  ;  chap.  62,  3d  sess.  257 ;  chap.  51,  6th  sess 580 

CONSTABLES. 

Fees,  increase  of  —  chap.  19,  2d  sess.  1 12 ;  chap.  16,  3d  sess 162 

Rochester  and  Marble  town,  election  of  —  chap.  5,  3d  sess r5o 

CONTINENTAL  MONEY. 
See  Public  Loans  and  Public  Moneys. 

CONTINENTAL  TROOPS. 
See  Military  Affairs. 

CONVEYANCES. 

Lands,  relative  to  —  chap.  2,  6th  sess 501 
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CORNWALL,  PRECINCT  OF. 
Haverstraw  boundary  line  —  chap.  30,  5th  sess 459 

CORPORATIONS. 

Bank  of  North  America  — chap.  35,  5th  sess 462 

Chamber  of  Commerce  —  chap.  30,  7th  sess '. 630 

Churches,  trustees  of —  chap.  18,  7th  sess 613 

Columbia  college  —  chap.  51,  7th  sess 686 

Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  Tappan  —  chap.  17,  6th  sess 532 

Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  New  York  City —  chap.  9,  7th  sess . . .  597 

Trinity  church  —  chap.  33,  7th  sess. 646 

CORTLANDT,  MANOR  OF. 

Poor  tax,  arrears  of  —  chap.  1 5,  6th  sess 527 

Salem,  Upper  and  Lower,  erected  —  chap.  11,  7th  sess .  608 

CORY'S  BROOK. 
Annexed  to  district  of  Schenectady  —  chap.  36,  3d  sess 204 

COUNCIL  OF  APPOINTMENT. 

Acts  of,  confirmed,  etc.  —  chap.  18,  3d  sess 162 

Duties  of — chap.  12,  I  st  sess 23 

COUNCIL  OF  REVISION. 
Duties  of  —  chap.  12,  1st  sess 21 

COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 
Acts  of,  confirmed  — chap.  37,  ist  sess 79 

COUNSELLORS  AT  LAW. 
See  Courts. 

COUNTERFEITING. 

Bills  of  credit  —  chap.  25,  2d  sess 120 

French  silver  coins  —  chap.  9,  5th  sess .    412 

COUNTIES. 

Apportionment  of  shoes  and  stockings  —  chap.  13,  ist  sess 24 

Charlotte  and  Tryon,  names  changeof — chap.  17,  7th  sess.  .    613 

Highways  in  certain  —  chap.  31,  2d  sess.  127;  chap.  6,  3d  sess.  151;  chap.  60, 

3d  sess.  253  ;  chap.  34,  4tn  sess.  352  ;  chap.  52,  7th  sess 690 

New  Hampshire  grants  —  chap.  24,  3d  sess 169 

Night  watch  — chap.  6,  2d  sess.  94;  chap.  16,  3d  sess.  161 ;  chap.  12,  4th  sess. 

311 ;  chap.  I,  5th  sess.    , 405 

Sheriffs,  mileage  fees  —  chap.  14,  ist  sess 25 

COUNTY  CLERKS. 
County  officers  to  file  oaths  of  office  —  chap.  7,  ist  sess 13 

COUNTY  OFFICERS. 
To  file  oaths  with  clerks  —  chap.  7,  ist  sess 13 

COUNTY  TREASURERS. 
State  tax.  to  make  return  of  —  chap.  1 1,  5th  sess 419 

COURT-HOUSES. 
See  the  various  counties. 
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COURTS. 

Accounts,  personal  actions  —  chap.  25.  4th  sess ; 341 

Affidavits  for  use  in  otiier  States  —  ciiap.  26. 7tii  sess 626 

Attorneys,  solicitors  and  counsellors  —  chap.  12,  3d  sess.  155;  chap.  13,  5th 

sess.  420 ;  chap.  14,  6th  sess 526 

Charlotte  county  —  chap.  12,  2d  sess.  100  ;  chap.  26,  4th  sess 343 

Circuits,  concerning  —  chap.  41,  7th  sess 668 

Common  pleas  in  southern  district  —  chap.  6,  7th  sess 596 

Conspiracies,  powers  of  magistrates  —  chap.  51,  6th  sess 580 

Dutcness  county  —  chap.  37,  3d  sess 204 

Executions  against  public  officers  —  chap.  41,  6th  sess.  559;  chap.  48,  7th  sess.  683 

Fees,  justices  courts  —  chap.  6,  5th  sess  408 

Felonies,  trial  of  —  chap.  19,  ist  sess.  43;  chap.  18,  3d  sess.  228;  chap.  56,  3d 

sess.  248 ;  chap,  i,  4tn  sess.  291  ;  chap.  21, 4th  sess.  334 ;  chap.  14,  5th  sess. .  421 
Inferior,  jurisdiction  of  —  chap.  44,  3d  sess.  214;  chap.  9,  4th  sess.  305;  chap. 

36,  5th  sess.  465 ;  chap.  7,  7tn  sess.  596 ;  chap.  29,  7th  ses^ 629 

Jurisdiction  and  terms  of  various  circuits  —  chap.  12,  ist  sess 22 

Military,  witnesses  —  chap.  39,  3d  sess 206 

New  York  city  —  chap.  1 5,  7th  sess 61 1 

Supreme,  April  term,  1783,  prolonged  —  chap.  53,  6th  sess 583 

term  of  —  chap.  14,  2d  sess.  loi  ;  chap.  20,  3d  sess.  165  ;  chap.  42,  3d  sess. 

210;  chap.  48,  3d  sess.  228 ;  chap.  8,  6th  sess  513 

Tryon  county  — chap.  49,  3d  sess 228 

Writs  of  replevin  in  tax  cases  — chap.  47,  4th  sess 369 

COURTS  MARTIAL. 
See  Military  Affairs. 

CRANAGE. 

See  Shipping. 

CRIMINAL  LAW. 
See  Courts  ;  Police  Laws. 

CRUGER,  JOHN  HARRIS. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  2$,  3d  sess 173 

CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 
New  Hampshire  grants,  controversy  over — chap.  24,  3d  sess 169 

CUMMINGS,  THOMAS. 
Convicted  of  treason,  pardoned  —  chap.  10,  3d  sess 1 54 

CUSTOM  DUTIES. 
See  Trade  and  Commerce. 

CUYLER,  ABRAHAM  C. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 1 73 

DEBTS  AND   DEBTORS. 

Absconding  debtors,  relief  against  —  chap.  54,  7th  sess '. 700 

Due  enemy,  relative  to  —  chap,  i,  6th  sess 499 

Due  State,  payment  of —  chap.  40,  ist  sess 82 

Insolvent  debtors,  relief  of  —  chap.  34,  7th  sess 649 

Private,  mode  of  recovery  —  chap.  50,  4th  sess 374 

DeLANCEY,  JAMES,  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 

Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

Estates  pledged  for  public  loan  —  chap.  64,  3d  sess 262 


784  INDEX. 

DeLANCY,  JAMES,  OF  WESTCHESTER  COUNTY. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess ...  173 

DeLANCEY,  OLIVER. 

Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

Estates  pledged  for  public  loan  —  chap.  64,  3d  sess 262 

DELEGATES  TO  CONGRESS. 

Commissions  issued  to  —  chap.  12,  ist  sess 23 

To  limit  western  boundary  of  State  —  chap.  38,  3d  sess 205 

To  ratify  articles  of  Confederation  —  chap,  i,  ist  sess 7 

See,  also,  Congress  of  the   United  States. 

DESERTERS. 

Disqualified  from  military  service  —  chap.  43,  ist  sess 84 

From  the  enemy,  to  be  enlarged  —  chap.  58,  3d  sess 251 

From  troops  of  the  State,  apprehension  of  —  chap.  63,  4th  sess 397 

DEVISEES. 
Relief  of  —  chap.  59,  7th  sees 717 

DEVOE,  FREDERICK. 
Estates  granted  to  Thomas   Paine,  Westchester  county  —  chap.  64,  7th  sess. .  751 

DISTEMPERS. 
To  prevent  —  chap.  57,  7th  sess 706 

DRAFTS.  ^ 

See  Enrollment  and  Drafts. 

DUBOIS,  PETER. 
Estates  forfeited —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 174 

DUNMORE,  EARL  OF. 
Estates  forfeited — chap.  25,  3d  sess ly^ 

DUTCHESS   COUNTY. 

Courts,  relating  to — chap.  37.  3d  sess 9n4 

Highways  in  —chap.  31,  2d  sess.  127;  chap.  6,  3d  sess.  151;  ch  ip.  f.)    .i    ^    ^ 

253 ;  chap.  34,  4th  sess.  352 ;  chap.  52,  7tn  sess 

Forfeited  estates  immediate  sale  — chap.  51,  3d  sess 

Night  watch  in  —  chap.  6,  2d  sess 

Poor  removed  from  New  York  city  — chap.  38,  ist  sess 

E. 

EASTERN,  DISTRICT. 
Election  of  senator  and  other  officers  — chap.  39,  ist  sess 80 

ELECTONS. 

Assessors  —  chap.  8,  ist  sess 15 

Commissioners  of  highways  in  certain  counties—  chap.  31,  2d  sess 127 

Constables  in  Rochester  and  Marble  town  — chap.  5,  3d  sess 150  ' 

General,  held  on  last  Tuesday  in  April  —  chap.  10,  ist  sess 28 

Mohawki  Tryon  county,  place  of —  chap.  30,  4th  sess 347  • 

Regulating  —  chap.  16,  i  st  sess 28 

Special,  in  eastern  and  southern  districts  — chap.  39,  ist  sess 80 

ELECTORS. 

Certain  persons  disqualified  —  chap.  66.  7th  sess 772 

Oath  of  allegiance — chap.  36,  4th  sess 355 

Qualifications  of  —  chap.  16,  ist  sess .     .   28 
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EMBARGO. 

See  Trade  and  Commerce. 

ENABLING  ACTS. 

Certain  persons  may  cut  timber — chap.  21,  6th  sess 536 

Cochran,  John,  lanas  —  chap.  26,  6th  sess 543 

Election  in  eastern  and  southern  districts  —  chap.  59,  ist  sess 80 

Impress  of  forage,  etc.  —  chap.  1 1,  3d  sess 155 

Recovery  of  Continental  demands  —  chap.  22,  2d  sess 117 

ENROLLMENT  AND  DRAFT. 

Armies  of  the  United  States  —  chap.  70,  3d  sess.  275 ;  chap.  14,  4th  sess.  315 ; 

chap.  18,  4th  sess.  325  ;  chap.  22,  5th  sess 432 

Continental  battalions,  to  complete  —  chap.  28,  ist  sess.  51 ;  chap.  78,  3d  sess.  284 

Exemptions  from  —  chap.  15,  ist  sess.  26 ;  chap.  26,  2d  sess 120 

Frontiers,  for  protection  of — chap.  33,  2d  sess.  136;  chap.  50,  3d  sess.  232; 

chap.  4,  4th  sess.  295 ;  chap.  8,  5th  sess.  410 ;  chap.  22,  5th  sess.  432 ;  chap. 

16,  6th  sess 529 

Militia,  regulation  of — chap.  33,  ist  sess.  62  ;  chap.  46,  ist  sess.  86 ;  chap.  13, 

3d  sess.  157  ;  chap.  55,  3d  sess.  237  ;  chap.  27,  5tn  sess 440 

State,  defense  of  —  chap.  22,  ist  sess.  45  ;  chap.  23,  4th  sess.  336;  chap.  32,  4th 

sess.  349 ;  chap.  60,  4th  sess 393 

ENTAILS. 

Abolished  —  chap.  2,  6th  sess 501 

m>  ESTATES  FORFEITED. 

See  Forfeited  Estates. 

EVERITT,  RICHARD. 

Pardoned  for  treason  —  chap.  59,  4th  sess 392 

EXCISE. 

Liquors,  etc.,  duty  of  —  chap.  17,  2d  sess.  109;  chap.  40,  3d  sess.  207  ;  chap.  2f, 

4th  sess.  344 ;  chap.  22,  6th  sess 537 

New  York  city,  commissioners  of  —  chap.  37,  7th  sess 660 

EXECUTORS. 

Relief  of  —  chap.  59,  7th  sess 717 

EXEMPTIONS. 

Affirmations  by  certain  persons  —  chap.  25,  ist  sess 49 

Enrollment  and  drafts  —  chap.  15,  ist  sess.  26;  chap.  28,  ist  sess.  54:  chap. 

33,  ist  sess.  62  ;  chap.  26,  2a  sess .  120 

Night  watch,  service  as  —  chap.  6,  2d  sess 94 

Rochester,  town  of,  certain  persons,  taxes  —  chap.  12,  5th  sess 419 

EXPORTATION. 

Embargo  laid,  flour,  meal  and  grain  —  chap.  10,  ist  sess.  18  ;  chap.  21,  3d  sess. 
165  ;  chap.  2,  4th  sess.  294 ;  chap.  24,  4tn  sess.  339 ;  chap.  29,  4th  sess.  346 ; 
chap.  52, 4th  sess 383 

F. 

FEES. 

Justices*  courts  —  chap.  6,  5th  sess 408 

MileM[e,  of  sheriffs  —  chap.  14,  ist  sess 25 

Sheriffs  and  constables,  increase  of  —  chap.  19,  2d  sess.  112 ;  chap.  17,  3d  sess.  162 

99 
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FELONIES. 

Adherence  to  King  of  Great  Britain  —  chap.  48,  4th  sess  370 

Counterfeiting  —  chap.  25,  2d  sess.  120 ;  chap.  9,  5th  sess  412 

Robberies,  to  prevent  —  chap.  19,  3d  sess.  102  ;  chap.  77,  3d  sess 283 

Trial  of,  and  accessories  —  cnap.  19,  ist  sess.  43  ;  chap.  48,  3d  sess.  228;  chap. 
$6,  3d  sess.  248;  chap,  i,  4tn  sess.  291  ;  chap.  21,  4th  sess.  334;  chap.  14, 
5th  sess 421 

FINES. 

Tryon  county,  remission  of  —  chap.  38,  5th  sess ...    477 

See,  also,  Penalties  and  Forfeitures. 

FLOUR  CASKS. 

Preventing  deceit  in  making  —  chap.  41,  3d  sess 208 

FLOYD,  RICHARD. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess  174 

FOLIOT,  GEORGE. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

FORAGE. 
See  Military  Supplies. 

FORFEITED  ESTATES. 

Certain  lands  not  to  be  sold  —  chap.  64,  7th  sess 756 

Defects  in  proceedings  remedied  —  chap.  4,  5th  sess 407* 

Persons  attainted  of  treason  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

Public  loan,  certain  estates  pledged  —  chap.  64,  3d  sess 262 

Public  uses,  certain  buildings  set  apart  — chap.  12,  7th  sess 609  •► 

Sales  of  —  chap.  51,  3d  sess.  230;  chap.  7,  4th  sess.  298;  chap.  11,  4th  sess. 
307 ;  chap.  13,  4th  sess.  311  ;  chap.  51,  4th  sess.  378;  chap.  20,  6th  sess.  535 : 

chap.  35,  6th  sess.  555 ;  chap.  20,  7th  sess 62 1  - 

Sales  of,  manner  of  making,  etc.  —  chap.  64,  7th  sess 736  - 

Tenements,  relief  of — chap.  15,  5th  sfss.  421;  chap.  45,  5th  sess 489- 

Timber,  certain  persons  may  cut  —  chap.  21,  6th  sess 536  - 

FORFEITURES. 
See  Penalties  and  Forfeitures. 

FRENCH  COINS. 
Value  of,  declared  —  chap.  9,  5th  sess  412 

FRONTIERS. 
Charitable  donations  to — chap.  6,  ist  sess.  12;  ch;-;     -  l.      '  .     . 

Deserted  farms,  grain  destroyed  —  chap.  14,  3d  ses? 
Habitations  for  inhabitants  —  chap.  35,  4th  sess.  35  .     •    ;;^  .^ 
Protection  of,  troops  for — chap.  33,  2d  sess.  136;  cimp.  5^,  ^  .     :  1. 

4,  4th  sess.  295  ;  chap.  8,  5th  sess.  410 ;  chap.  22,  5th  sess.  432  ;  chap.  4^,  3U. 

sess.  485  ;  chap.  16,  6th  sess 529 

o 

GAOLS. 

See  the  various  counties. 

GENERAL  SESSIONS. 

See  Courts. 

GLOUCESTER  COUNTY. 
New  Hampshire  grants,  controversy  over —  chap.  24,  3d  sess 169 


INDEX.  t  787 

GOVERNMENT. 

Act  to  further  organize  —  chap.  1 2,  ist  sess 21 

Temporary,  southern  part  of  State  —  chap.  28,  3d  sess.  192  ;  chap.  54, 6th  sess. 
583 ;  chap.  3,  7th  sess 5^9 

GOVERNOR. 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  —  chap.  22,  7th  sess 623 

Ele\:tion  of,  how  conducted  —  chap.  10,  ist  sess 28 

Impress,  may  grant  warrants  —  chap.  67,  3d  sess.  264;  chap.  6,  4th  sess.  298; 

chap.  42,  4th  sess  3^* 

Laws,  to  transmit  copies  to  Congress  —  chap.  1 1,  2d  sess 100 

Residence  of,  and  Governor's  Island  —  chap.  12,  7th  sess 609 

White,  Henry,  residence  of,  set  apart  for  —  chap.  64,  7th  sess 759 

GOSHEN,  PRECINCT  OF. 
Black  Meadow  creek  improved  —  chap.  39,  7th  sess 663 

GRAIN. 
Exportation,  embargo  on  —  chap.  10,  ist  sess.  18  ;  chap.  21,  3d  sess.  165  ;  chap. 
2,  4th  sess.  294 ;  chap.  24,  4th  sess.  339 ;  chap.  29,  4th  sess.  346 ;  chap.  52, 

4th  sess 383 

Frontiers,  destruction  of  —  chap.  14,  3d  sess 160 

Liquors  distilled  from  —  chap.  18,  2d  sess.  112;  chap.  52,  4th  sess 383 

GRATUITIES. 
Families  of  Continental  troops  —  chap.  22,  3d  sess 167 

GUEST,   HENRY. 
Certain  exclusive  rights  granted  to  —  chap.  71,  3d  sess 277 

GUN  POWDER. 
Storing  of,  regulated  —  chap.  28,  7th  sess 627 

EC. 

HALF  MOON,  DISTRICT  OF. 

Cory's  Brook  annexed  to  Schenectady  —  chap.  36,  3d  sess 204 

Division  line,  west  district  of  Rensselaerwyck  —  chap.  50,  3d  sess 229 

HANOVER,   PRECINCT  OF. 
Name  changed  to  Montgomery  —  chap.  25,  5th  sess 439 

HARDENBERGH,  JOHN  L. 
For  the  relief  of  —  chap.  26^  5th  sess 440 

HAVERSTRAW,  PRECINCT  OF. 

Bridge  in,  and  Cornwall  boundary  —  chap.  30,  5th  sess 459 

Gaol  at,  repairing  —  chap.  47,  7th  sess 682 

Mults,  Johannis,  lands  for  schools  —  chap.  64,  7th  sess 753 

HAWKERS. 
Act  for  restraint  of—  chap.  39,  4th  sess.  358;  chap.  18,  6th  sess  533 

HEALTH  LAWS. 
See  Public  Health. 

HEIRS. 
Relief  of  —  chap.  59,  7th  sess 7^7. 

HEMPSTEAD,  TOWN  OF. 
Divided —chap.  21,  7th  sess 622 
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HERKEMER,  JOHN  JOOST. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

HIGHWAYS. 

Albany  and  Tryon  counties  —  chap.  24,  2d  sess 1 19 

Laying  out,  etc.,  in  certain  counties  —  chap.  31,  2d  sess.  127  ;  chap.  6,  3d  sess. 

151 ;  chap.  60,  3d  sess.  253 ;  chap.  34,  4th  sess 352 

Regulating  the  laying  out,  etc.  — chap.  52,  7th  sess. ...    690 

HILLSDALE,  DISTRICT  OF. 
Erected  from  Claverack  —  chap.  23,  5th  sess 438 

HUBBART,  JOHN. 
Relief  of  —  chap.  62,  7th  sess 730 

HUNTINGTON,  TOWN  OF. 
Town  meetings  in  — chap.  8,  7th  sess 597 

HURLEY,- TOWNSHIP  OF. 
Woodstock  and  Shandeken  annexed  to  —  chap.  8,  ist  sess 17 

I. 

IMPORTATIONS. 
Duty  on — cnap.  31,  4th  sess,  347.  chap.  27,  6th  sess.  544;  chap.  10,  7th  sess. 
599 ;  chap.  65,  7th  sess 771 

INDIANS. 

Commissioner  to  treat  with  —  chap.  29,  3d  sess.  193 ;  chap.  22,  7th  sess 623 

Relative  to  —  chap.  48,  6th  sess .   565 

INGLIS,  CHARLES. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

INGLIS,  MARGARET. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

INNHOLDERS. 
Regulating  charges  of  —  chap.  34,  ist  sess 71 

INNS. 
Regulation  of  —  chap.  17,  2d  sess.  109;  chap.  40,  3d  sess.  207  ;  chap.  27,  4th 
sess.  344 ;  chap.  22, 6th  sess , 537 

INSOLVENT  DEBTORS. 
Relief  of — chap.  34.  7th  sess 649 

J. 

JANSEN,  DIRCK. 
Relief  of,  and  creditors — chap.  23,  6th  sess.  539;  chap.  2,  7th  sess 588 

JAUNCEY,  JAMES. 

Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess        ^■'^ 

Estates  granted  to  John  McKesson  —  chap.  64,  7th  sess 

JESSUP,  EBENEZER. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 

JESSUP,  EDWARD. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess . .    173 
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JOHNSON,  GUY. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

JOHNSON,  SIR  JOHN. 

Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

Estates  pledged  for  public  loan  —  chap.  64,  3d  sess 262 

JONES,  THOMAS. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE. 

Deserters,  raajr  bail  out  —  chap.  58,  3d  sess 251 

Fees  of,  on  tnals  —  chap.  6,  5th  sess 408 

See,  also,  Courts. 


KANE,  JOHN. 

Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

Estates  granted  to  John  Morin  Scott  —  chap.  64,  7th  sess 758 

KEMPE,  JOHN  TABOR. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

KINGS  COLLEGE. 
Name  changed  to  Columbia  —  chap,  51,  7th  sess ; 6S6 

KINGS  COUNTY. 

Common  pleas,  relative  to  —  chap.  ^,  7th  sess 596 

Court  house  and  gaol,  tax  levy  —  chap.  23,  7th  sess 623 

Gaol  in,  relative  to  —  chap.  5,  7th  sess ......•, 594 

Tax  of  £100.000  in  southern  district  —  chap.  58,  7th  sess . .  707 

Temporary  government  in. —  chap.  28,  3d  sess.  192;  chap.  54,  6th  sess.  583; 
chap.  3,  7tn  sess 589 

KISSAM,  DAVID,  THE  ELDER. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 


LANDS. 

Bounty,  grant  of  —  chap.  63,  7th  sess. 731 

Cochran,  John,  may  locate  —  chap.  26,-  6th  sess 543 

Forfeiture  of  estates  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess.  173 

New  Hampshire  grants  —  chap.  24,  3d  *sess 169 

Unappropriated  and  waste,  bounty  of  —  chap.  32,  4th  sess 349 

location  and  sale  of  —  chap.  60,  7th  sess 720 

See,  also.  Forfeited  Estates. 

LAWS. 
Copies  of,  to  be  sent  to  Congress  —  chap.  1 1,  2d  sess 100 

LEAKE,  ROBERT. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap., 25,  3d  sess     173 

LEATHER. 
Sole,  inspection  of  —  chap.  46,  7th  sess 680 

LEGATEES. 
Relief  of —  chap.  59,  7th  sess 717 
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LEGHAWEGH. 
Annexed  to  township  of  Rochester  —  chap.  8.  ist  sess ^ 17 

LEGISLATURE. 

Commissioners  of  Sequestration,  investigated  —  chap.  23,  3d  sess 168 

Election  of  members,  how  conducted  —  chap.  16,  ist  sess 28 

Governor  to  appoint  place  of  meeting  —  chap.  24,  ist  sess 48 

Members  from  eastern  and  southern  districts  in  1778  —  chap.  39,  ist  sess 80 

LIMITATIONS. 
Statute  of,  relief  against  —  chap.  39,  6th  sess 558 

^  LIQUORS. 

Distillation  of,  from  grain  —  chap.  18,  2d  sess 112 

See,  also,  Excise. 

LLOYD,  HENRY.  THE  ELDER. 
Estates  lorfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 174 

LOANS. 
See  Public  Loans  and  Public  Moneys. 

LOTT.  ABRAHAM. 
Late  State  Treasurer,  relative  to  —  chap.  6$,  7th  sess 765 

LOTTERIES. 

Private,  to  prevent  —  chap.  12,  6th  sess 523 

Ulster  county,  for  court  house  and  goal  —  chap.  32,  ist  sess 61 

LOW,  ISAAC. 
Estates  forfeited -^  cnap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

LOWER  SALEM. 
Erected  from  Cortlandt  --  chap.  1 1,  7th  sess « 608 

LUDLOW,  GABRIEL. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

LUDLOW,  GEORGE  DUNCAN. 
Estate  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

M. 

MATTHEWS,  DAVID. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

MAYORS'  COURTS. 

See  Courts. 

MARBLE  TOWN. 
Constables,  election  of  —  chap.  5,  3d  sess 1 50 

McADAM,  WILLIAM. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

McCRAKEN,  JOSEPH. 
Relief  of  —  chap.  20,  5th  sess 

McKESSON,  JOHN. 
Lands  in  New  York  City  granted  to  —  chap.  64,  7th  sess 
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MEASURES. 
See  Weights  and  Measures. 

MILEAGE  FEES. 
Places  from  which  sheriffs  allowed  —  chap.  14,  ist  sess 25 

MILITARY  AFFAIRS. 
Accounts  of  troops,  settlement  of  —  chap.  7,  4th  sess.  298;  chap.  22,  4th  sess. 
335  ;  chap.  41,4th  sesS.  361 ;  chap.  55,  4th  sess.  385;  chap.  19,  5th  sess.  430; 

chap.  28,  5th  sess.  456;  chap.  24,  6th  sess.  541 ;  chap  19,  7th  sess 619 

Billeting  of  troops,  regulating — chap.  29,  ist  sess.  55;  chap.  32,  2d  sess. 
134;  chap.  4,  3d  sess.  148;  chap.   11,  3d  sess.   155;  chap.  41,  3d  sess.  208  ; 

chap.  8,  4th  sess 304 

Certain  classes  furnishing  troops,  relief  of  —  chap.  30,  6th  sess 551 

Continental  battalions,  completion  of — chap.  28,   ist  sess,  51  ;  chap.  78,   3d 

sess 284 

gratuities  to  families  —  chap.  22,  3d  sess 167 

Officers  of  —  chap.  8,  2d  sess 98 

Courtis  martial  —  chap.  39,  3d  sess.  206 ;  chap.  75,  3d  sess 282 

Defense  of  State,  levies  for— chap.  22,  ist  sess.  45  ;  chap.  23,  4th  sess.  336; 

chap.  32,  4th  sess.  349 ;  chap.  60,  4th  sess 393 

Deranged  officers,  relief  of  —  chap.  33, 6th  ^ss.  .    553 

Deserters,  apprehension  of —  chap.  63,  4th  sess 397 

disqualified  for  military  service  —  chap.  43,  ist  sess 84 

Disabled  soldiers,  provision  for  —  chap.  30,  2d  sess.  124;  chap.  36,  6th  sess 556 

Exemption  from  drafts  —  chap.  15,  ist  sess.  26;  chap.  26,  2d  sess 120 

Families  of  soldiers,  provision  for  —  chap.  45,  ist  sess 85 

Frontiers,  levies  for  —  chap.  33,  2d  sess.  136;  chap.  53,  3d  sess.  232;  chap.  4 
4th  sess.  295;  chap.  8,  5th  sess.  410;  chap.  22,  5th  sess.  432;  chap.  42,  5th 

sess.  485  ;  chap.  16,  6th  sess 529 

Militia,  appropriations  for  —  chap.  5,  ist  sess.  11;  chap.  20,  ist  sess.  44;  chap 

7,  2d  sess.  96 ;  chap.  34,  2d  sess '    138 

Militia,  regulating—  chap.  33,  ist  sess.  62;  chap.  46,  ist  sess.  86 ;  chap.  13,  3d 

sess.  1 57  ;  chap.  55,  3d  sess,  237  ;  chap.  27,  5th  sess .' 440 

settlement  of  pay  of —  chap.  45,  7th  sess 678 

Prisoners,  commissary  of  —  chap.  26,  3d  sess.  185 ;  chap.  47,  6th  sess 564 

Prisoners  of  war,  exchange  of —  chap.  33,  4th  sess 352 

Public  property,  sales  by  soldiers  —  chap.  43,  6th  sess  . . . .  # 562 

Schenectaay,  fortress  at  —  chap.  65,  3d  sess 263 

United  States  Army,  levies  for — chap.  70,  3d  sess.  275;  chap.  14,4th  sess.  315; 

chap.  18,  4th  sess.  325 ;  chap.  22,  5th  sess 432 

Widows  and  orphans  of  troops,  relief  of —  chap.  36,  7th  sess 659 

See,  also.  Military  Supplies. 

MILITARY  SUPPLIES. 

Accoutrements  for  Continental  Battalions  —  chap.  41,  ist  sess 82 

Armv  of  the  United  States  —  chap.  35,  3d  sess 202 

Cattle,  to  prevent  monopoly  —  chap.  69,  3d  sess 266 

Clothing  for  the  troops — chap.  4,  2d  sess.  91 ;  chap.  2,  3d  se?«^  147;  chap.  54, 

3d  sess.  235 ;  chap.  66,  3d  sess.  264 ;  chap.  20,  4th  sess 328 

Contracts  for,  certain  persons  to  make  —  chap.  15,  4th  sess 318 

Families  of  soldiers,  supplies  for  —  chap.  45,  ist  sess    8$ 

Flour  and  other  necessaries  —  chap.  5,  2d  sess.  92;  chap.  21,  2d  sess.  114; 
chap.  I,  3d  sess.  145 ;  chap.  15,  3d  sess.  160;  chap.  34,  3d  sess.  200;  chap.  54, 

4th  sess 384 

Forage,  impress  of  etc  —  chap.  29,  ist  sess.  55  ;  chap.  32,  2d  sess.  134;  chap. 
4,  3d  sess.  148;  chap.  11,  3a  sess.  155  ;  chap.  41,  3d  sess.  208;  chap.  67,  3d 
sess.  264;  chap.  6,  4th  sess.  298;  chap.  8,  4tn  sess.  304;  chap.  42,  4th  sess. 

^i ;  chap.  10,  6th  sess 520 

Military  supplies,  issuance  of — chap.  2,  ist  sess.  8;  chap.  13,  2nd  sess loi 

More  effectually  to  procure  —  chap.  2,  4th  sess 292 

Pasturage  for  use  of  army  —  chap.  74,  3d  sess .' 281 
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Purchasing  agent,  direction  of  —  chap.40,  4th  sess 359 

Shoes  and  stockings  —  chap.  13,  ist  sess.  24 ;  chap.  27,  2,d  sess 121 

State  agent,  relative  to  —  cnap.  69,  3d  sess.  270;  chap.  61  4th  sess.  394;  chap. 

161,  5th  sess.  422  ;  chap.  40,  5th  sess.  482  ;  chap.  47,  6th  sess  . .  564 

Wheat,  deficiency  in  tax  of  —  chap.  24,  4th  sess .    339 

Wheat,  raised  by  tax  or  equal  in  kind  —  chap.  45,  4th  sess 394 

MINES. 

Morris,  Richard,  exempted  from  State  tax  —  chap.  44,  7th.  sess 684 

Oothoudt,  Henry,  exempted  from  State  tax  —  chap.  50,  7th  sess 685 

MINISTRY . 
Settling  of.  Colonial  laws  repealed  —  chap.  38,  7th  sess 661 

MOHAWK,  DISTRICT  OF. 

Caughnawaga,  erected  from  —  chap.  50,  3d  sess 229 

Elections,  place  of —  chap.  30,  4th  sess 347 

MONOPOLIES. 

Cattle,  to  prevent  —  chap.  69,  3d  sess 266 

xlusive  rights  —  chap.  71,  2d  sess^ 
See,  also,  Trape  and  Commerce. 

MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 


Guest,  Henry,  certain  exclusive  rights  —  chap.  71,  2d  sess* 277 

"        '  D,  Tf 


Highways  in  —  chap.  52,  7th  sess 690 

cfianged  from  Tryon  —  chap,  i; 

See,  also,  Tryon  County. 


Name  cfianged  from  Tryon  —  chap.  17,  7th  sess. 613 


MONTGOMERY,  PRECINCT  OF. 
Hanover  precinct,  name  changed  to  — chap.  25,  5th  sess 439 

MORRIS,  MARY. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 174 

MORRIS,  RICHARD. 
Mine  discovered  by  —  chap.  49,  7th  sess   684 

MORRIS,  ROGER. 
Estates  forfeited  —  cnap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

MORRISON,  MALCOM. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

MUIRSON,  GEORGE. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 174 

MURRAY,  JOHN. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

MUTTS,  JOHANNIS. 
Lands  of,  at  Haverstraw  —  chap.  64,  7th  sess 753 

N. 

NAME  CHANGED. 

Charlotte  county  to  Washington  —  chap.  17,  7th  sess 613 

Hanover  precinct  to  Montgomery  —  chap.  25,  5th  sess 439 

Kings  college  to  Columbia  college  —  chap.  51,  7th  sess 686 

Tryon  county  to  Montgomery  —  chap.  17,  7th  sess     613 

NATURALIZATION. 
Certain  persons  therein  named  —  chap.  37,  6th  sess.  556;  chap.  55,  7th  sess. . .    703 
FredericK,  Johan  Christian,  and  George  Klinck  --  chap.  32,  5th  sess 460 
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NEW  HAMPSHIRE  GRANTS. 

Congress  to  settle  controversy  —  chap.  24,  3d  sess        169 

Offences  pardoned  —  chap.  43,  5th  sess 485 

Relating  to  —  chap.  44.  5tn  sess 486 

NEW  PERTH. 
Courts  to  be  held  at  —  chap.  12,  1st  sess 23 

NEW  YORK  CITY. 

Alteration  of  streets  in  --  chap.  56,  7th  sess.  . . ., 704 

Chamber  of  Commerce  —  chap.  30,  7th  sess 630 

Collector  of  port  of — chap.  10,  7th  sess 599 

Columbia  college,  formerly  Kings  —  chap.  51,  7th  sess 686 

Commissioner  of  excise  in  — chap.  37,  7tn  sess 660 

Common  pleas,  relative  to  —  chap.  6,  7th  sess 596 

Courts  in,  relative  to  —  chap.  1 5,  7th  sess 61 1 

Estates  pledged  for  public  loan  — chap.  64,  3d  sess 262 

Gun  powder,  storing  of —  chap.  28,  7tn  sess 627 

Leather,  sole,  inspection  of — chap.  46,  7th  sess 680 

Pilots  and  pilotage  —  c.  ^p.  31,  7th  sess 638 

Poor,  removed  to  other  Cv. unties  —  chap.  38,  ist  sess 79 

Port  of  entry  —  chap.  10,  7th  sess 599 

Port  wardens,  appointment  of  -  -  chap.  31,  7th  sess 638 

Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  church  — chap.  9,  7th  sess 597 

Tax,  special,  for  certain  purposes  —  chap.  43,  7th  sess 669 

Tax  of  £100,000  in  southern  district  —  chap.  58,  7th  sess 707 

Temporary  government  of  —  chap.  28,  3d  sess.  192;  chap.  54,  6th  sess.  583; 

chap.  3,  7th  sess 589 

Trinity  church  — chap.  53,  7th  sess 646 

Wharfage  and  cranage,  rate  of —  chap.  32,  7th  sess 643 

NEW  YORK  STATE. 

Account  of  United  States  in  —  chap.  44,  7th  sess 670 

Articles  of  Confederation  acceded  to  —  chap,  i,  ist  sess ' i 

Freedom  and  independence  of — chap.  36,  4th  sess.  355;  chap,  66,  7th  sess. . .  772 

Crovemment,  further  organization  —  chap.  12,  ist  sess 21 

Loan  of  $200,000  to  United  States  —  chap.  23,  ist  sess 47 

Massachusetts  boundary  — chap.  28, 6th  sess 545 

New  Hampshire  grants  —  chap.  24,  3d  sess 169 

Sovereignty  of  people  declared  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess ....    173 

Temporary  government  of  southern  district—  chap,  28,  3d  sess,  192;  chap.  54, 

6tn  sess.  583 ;  chap.  3,  7th  sess .    589 

Western  boundary  —  chap.  38,  3d  sess  20$ 

NIGHT  WATCH. 

Albany  city  —  chap.  1,  2d  sess 89 

Certain  counties  —  chap.  6,  2d  sess.  94;  chap.  16,  3d  sess.  161  ;  chap.  12,  4th 
sess.  31 1 ;  chap,  i,  5th  sess 405 

NORTH  HEMPSTEAD. 
Town  of,  erected  —  chap.  21,  7th  sess 622 

o. 

OATH  OF  ALLEGIANCE. 

Attorneys,  etc  —  chap.  12,  3d  sess.  155 ;  chap.  13,  5th  sess.  420;  chap.  14,  6th 

sess. .   .... 526 

Officeholders  to  take  —  chap.  7,  ist  sess 13 

Persons  of  equivocal  character  —  chap.  47,  ist  sess.    Sy 

Required  of  officers  and  electors  —  chap.  36,  4th  sess 355 

Westchester  county,  certain  po-sons  —  chap.  59,  3d  sess 252 

100 
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OATHS. 

Persons  holding  office  must  take  —  chap.  7th,  ist  sess 13 

Certain  persons  may  affirm  —  chap.  25,  1st  sess 26 

Oath  on  reshipment  of  dutiable  goods,  amended  —  chap.  65,  7th  sess 771 

OFFENSES. 

Against  act  to  prevent  tumults,  etc.,  pardoned  —  chap.  1 1,  ist  sess 20 

New  Hampshire  grants  —  chap.  43,  5th  sess 485 

Treason  and  felony  —  chap.  19,  ist  sess 43 

ORANGE  COUNTY. 

Collectors,  number  of —  chap.  45,  3d  sess 221 

Estates  forfeited,  immediate  sale  of —  chap.  51,  3d  sess 230 

pledged  for  public  loan  —  chap.  64,  3d  sess 262 

Goshen,  drainage  of  Black  Meadow  swamp  — chap.  39,  7th  sess 663 

Grain  on  deserted  farms  —  chap.  14,  3d  sess 160 

Haverstraw  and  Cornwall  boundary  —  chap.  30,  5th  sess 459 

Haverstraw,  gaol  in  —  chap.  47.  7th  sess 682 

Mutts  lands  for  schools  —  chap.  64,  7th  sess 753 

Highways  in  —  chap.  31,  2d  sess.  127;  chap.  6,  3d  sess.  151 ;  chap.  60,  3d  sess. 

253 ;  chap.  34,  4th  sess.  352 ;  chap.  52,  7th  sess 690 

Night  watcn  established  —  chap.  10,  3d  sess 161 

Poor,  maintenance  of  —  chap.  68,  3d  sess 265 

Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  Tappan  —  chap.  17,  6th  sess 532 

Wawayanda  and  Cheescocks,  boundary  —  cnap.  29,  6tn  sess 547 

ORANGETOWN. 

Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  Tappan  —  chap.  17, 6th  sess 532 

OOTHOUDT,  HENRY. 

Mine,  discovered  by  —  chap.  50,  7th  sess 685 

OYER  AND  TERMINER. 
See  Supreme  Court. 


PAINE,  THOMAS. 
Grant  of  lands  in  Westchester  county  —  chap.  64,  7th  sess 751 

PANTHERS. 
Destruction  of  —  chap.  19,  6th  sess 534 

PARDON  AND  RESTORATION. 

Auger,  Amy,  of  a  felony  —  chap.  9,  2d  sess 98 

Certain  offenses  in  south-east  part  of  State  —  chap.  43,  5th  sess 485 

Certain  persons  granted  immunities  —  chap.  66,  7th  sess 772 

Cummings,  Thomas,  of  treason  — chap.  10,  3d  sess 1 54 

Everitt,  Richard,  of  treason — chap.  59,  4th  sess 392 

Offenders  against  act  preventing  riotous  assemblies  —  chap.  1 1,  ist  sess 20 

Wood,  Jonah,  of  a  murder  —  chap.  3,  4th  sess 295 

PEARL  ASHES. 

See  Ashes. 

PEDLARS. 

See  Hawkers. 

PENALTIES  AND   FORFEITURES. 

Brown,  Jonathan,  relieved  —  chap.  53.  4th  sess 384 

Discharged  and  remitted  under  act  to  prevent  tumultuous  assemblies  —  chap. 
II,  1st  sess 20 
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Exporting  flour,  meal  or  grain —  chap.  lo,  ist  sess 19 

Westchester  county,  oath  of  allegiance  —  chap.  59,  3d  sess 252 

See,  also,  Fines,  Police-Laws. 

PERSONS. 
Conspiracies,  detection  of  —  chap.  3,  1st  sess.  8 ;  chap.  31,  ist  sess.  60;  chap.  3, 

2d  sess.  90;   chap.  7,  3d  sess.  152;  chap.  58,  3d  sess.  251 ;  chap.  62,  3d  sess. 

257;  chap  51,  6th  sess 580 

Disaffected  and  dangerous  —  chap.  27,  ist  sess 50 

Enemy,  families  of  uiose  joining  —  chap.  76,  3d  sess 282 

Equivocal  and  suspected  —  chap.  47,  ist  sess.  87  ;  chap.  10,  2d  sess 99 

Relief  of,  sons  joining  enemy  —  chap.  28,  4th  sess 345 

Riotous  and  tumultuous  —  chap.  1 1,  ist  sess 20 

Secretly  lurking,  deemed  spies  —  chap.  75,  3d  sess 282 

Westchester  and  Ulster,  persons  committed  —  chap.  21,  ist  sess 44 

PHILIPSE,  FREDERICK,  THE  ELDE^. 

Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

Estates  pledged  for  public  loan  —  chap.  64,  3d  sess 262 

PHILIPSE,  FREDERICK,  THE  YOUNGER. 

Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

Estates  pledged  for  puolic  loan  —  chap.  64,  3d  sess 262 

PIERSON,  JOSEPH. 
Relief  of —  chap.  45,  6th  sess 562 

PILOTS  AND  PILOTAGE. 
Regulation  of — chap.  31,  7th  sess 638 

PLATT,  JOHN. 
Relief  of —  chap.  1 5,  5th  sess 42 1 

POLICE  LAWS. 

Adherence  to  king  of  Great  Britam  —  chap,  48,  4th  sess 370 

Ashes,  pot  and  pearl,  inspection  of  —  chap.  40,  7th  sess 665 

Auction,  regulating  sales  at  —  chap.  4,  7th  sess 590 

Conspiracies,  detection  of — chap.  3,  ist  sess.  8,  chap.  31,  ist  sess.  60;  chap.  3, 

2d  sess.  90;   chap.  7,  3d  sess.  152;  chap.  58,  3d  sess.  251  ;   chap.  62,  3d  sess. 

257;  chap.  51,  6tn  sess 580 

Counterfeiting,  bills  of  credit  —  chap.  25,  2d  sess 120 

Counterfeiting,  French  silver  coins  —  chap.  9,  5th  sess 412 

Families  of  persons  joining  enemy  —  chap.  76,  3d  sess 282 

Flags  of  truce,  abuses  under  —  chap.  28,  2d  sess ." 1 22 

Gunpowder,  storing,  in  New  York  city  —  chap.  28,  7th  sess 627 

Hawkers  and  pedlars,  restraint  of  —  chap.  39,  4th  sess.  358;    chap.   18,  6th 

sess 533 

Illicit  trade  with  enemy  —chap.  39,  5th  sess.  379;  chap.  7,  6th  sess.  509;  chap. 

44,  6th  sess 562 

Lotteries,  private,  forbidden  —  chap.  12,  6th  sess 523 

Night  watch  in  certain  counties  —  chap.  6,  2d  sess.  94;   chap.  16,  3d  sess.  161; 

chap.  I,  5th  sess ♦ 405 

Persons,  equivocal  and  suspected  —  chap. 47,  ist  sess.  Sy;  chap.  10,^ 2d  sess...  99 

Persons,  secretly  lurking,  aeemed  spies —  chap.  75,  3d  sess  ' 282 

Prosecutions,  suspending  certain  —  chap.  40,  oth  sess 558 

Regulation  of  inns  and  taverns,  etc.  —  chap.  17,  2d  sess.  109;  chap.  40,  3d  sess. 

207  ;  chap.  27,  4th  sess 344 

Removal  of  disaffected  persons  —  chap.  27,  ist  sess 50 

Riotous  and  tumultuous  assemblies  —  chap.  11,  ist  sess 20 

Robberies,  to  prevent  —  chap.  19,  3d  sess.  162;  chap.  77,3d  sess.  283;  chap. 

27,  7th  sess 627 

Trespasses  on  certain  lands  —  chap.  42,  7th  sess 668 

Westchester  county,  persons  and  property  —  chap.  38,  6th  sess 557 
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POOR  LAWS. 

Colonial  act  repealed  —  chap.  38,  7th  sess 661 

Cortlandt,  arrears  of  taxes  —  chap.  1 5,  6th  sess - 527 

Maintenance  in  certain  counties  —  chap.  68,  3d  sess 265 

Persons  removed  from  New  York  city  —  chap.  38,  ist  sess 79 

Settlement  and  relief  of  the  poor  --  chap.  35,  7th  sess 651 

PORT  OF  NEW  YORK. 
See  New  York  City. 

PORT  WARDENS. 

Appointment  of —  chap.  31,  7th  sess 638 

POT  ASHES. 
See  Ashes. 

PRESTON,  JONATHAN. 

Annual  pension  granted  to  —  chap.  65,  7th  sess..   769 

PRICES. 
See  Trade  and  Commerce. 

PRISONERS. 

Commissary  of  —  chap.  26,  3d  sess.  185  ;  chap.  47,  5th  sess 564 

Exchange  of  —  chap.  33,  4th  sess 352 

Governor  to  assist  Continental  Commissary  —  chap.  9.  ist  sess 17 

Persons  committed  in  Westchester  and  Ulster —  cnap.  21,  ist  sess 44 

Release  of  certain  —  chap.  58,  3d  sess 251 

PRIVATE  ACTS. 

Augur,  Amy,  pardoned  —  chap.   9,  2d  sess 98 

Barnes,  Stephen,  relief  of —  cnap.  24,  7th  sess 624 

Bend,  Elizabeth  and  Grove,  relief  of  —  chap.  61,  7th  sess 726 

Brown,  Jonathan,  relief  of  —  chap.  53,  4th  sess 384 

Cantine,  John  and  others,  relief  of —  chap.  ^2,  6th  sess 581 

Cochran,  John,  may  locate  lands  —  chap.  20,  6th  sess.   543 

Cummings,  Thomas,  pardoned  —  chap.  10,  3d  sess , IS4 

Everitt,  Richard,  paraoned  — chap.  59,  4th  sess 395 

Hardenbergh,  John  L.,  relief  of —  chap.  26,  5th  sess    440 

Hubbart,  John,  relief  of  —  chap.  62,  7th  sess 730 

Jansen,  Dirck,  and  creditors  —  chap.  23,  6th  sess.  539 ;  chap.  2,  7th  sess 588 

McCracken,  Joseph,  relief  of  —  chap.  20,  qth  sess 4V> 

Morris,  Richard,  mine  discovered  by —  chap.  49,  7th  sess 684 

Naturalization,  various  persons  —  cnap.  32,  5th  sess.  460;  chap.  37.  6th  sess..  556 

Oothoudt,  Henry,  mine  discovered  —  chap.  50,  7th  sess 685 

Pierson,  Joseph,  relief  of  —  chap.  45,  6th  sess 562 

Piatt,  John,  and  others,  relief  of^ — chap.  15,  5th  sess 421 

Swart.  Abraham,  relief  of — chap.  25.  6th  sess 542 

Varick,  Richard,  relief  of  —  chap.  62,  7th  sess 730 

Wood,  Jonah,  reprieves  and  pardon  —chap.  3,  3d  sess.  148;  chap.  33,  3d  sess. 

1 54 :  chap.  63,  3d  sess.  257 ;  chap.  3, 4th  sess 295 

Wynkoop,  Jacobus,  relief  of  —  chap.  13,  6th  sess 526 

PRIVATE  ROADS. 
See  Highways. 

PROBATES,  COURT  OF. 

Papers  belonging  to — chap.  24,  5th  sess .  439 

PROMISSORY  NOTES. 
Statute  of  Limitations,  relief  against  —  chap.  39, 6th  sess  55S 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

To  prevent  spreading  of  small  pox  —  chap.  36,  1st  sess ....  78 

infectious  distempers  —  chap.  57,  7th  sess 706 

PUBLIC  LOANS  AND  PUBLIC  MONIES. 

Congress  may  adjust  proportions  of  States  —  chap.  5,  6th  sess 504 

Commissioner  of  Accounts,  relative  to  —  chap.  4.  oth  sess 503 

continental  loans  —  chap.  7,  3d  sess 1 53 

Commissions  to  procure  monies  —  chap.  20,  4th  sess 328 

to  take  subscriptions  —  chap.  18,  ist  sess 42 

Continental  money,  exchange  of  —  chap.  3,  5th  ses8.     .    406 

Elstates  forfeited,  mortgaged  for  loan  —  chap.  64,  4th  sess 262 

Loan  officers  indemnified  —  chap.  33,  5th  sess 461 

Payment  of  debts,  due  the  State  —  chap.  40,  ist  sess 82 

of  public  loan  —  chap,  73,  3d  sess 280 

United  States,  loan  of  $200,000  to  —  chap.  23,  ist  sess 47 

See,  also.  Appropriations;  Assessment  and  Taxation;   Bills  of  Credit; 
Certificates;  Military  Affairs  ;  Military  Supplies. 

PUBLIC  OFFICERS. 

Advances  to  certain  —  chap.  44,  ist  sess 84 

Auditor  of  State  —  chap.  21,  5th  sess 430 

Commissary  of  prisoners  —  chap.  26,  3d  sess.  185 ;  chap.  47,  6th  sess 564 

Commissioner  of  Continental  loan  office — chap.  8,  3d  sess 1 53 

Commissioners  of  Forfeitures — chap.  25.  3d  sess 173 

Executions  against  —  chap.  41,  6th  sess.  559 ;  chap.  48,  7th  sess 683 

Oaths  to  be  taken  —  chap.  7,  ist  sess.  13  ;  chap.  36,  4th  sess 355 

Regents  of  the  University  —  chap.  51,  7th  sess 686 

State  agent — chap.  69,  3d  sess.  270;  chap.  61,  4th  sess.  394;  chap.  16,  5th 

sess.  422 ;  chap.  47,  6th  sess .  564 

State  clothier  —  chap.  2,  3d  sess 147 

State  Treasurer  —  chap.  26,  ist  sess.  49;  chap. 9, 3d  sess.  154;  chap. 2,  5th  sess. 

406 ;  chap.  3,  6th  sess 503 

PUBLIC  ROADS. 
See  Highways. 

Q- 

QUAKERS. 

A^rmation  by  —  chap.  25,  ist  sess 49 

Exempted  from  draft  —  chap.  28,  i st  sess.  54 ;  chap.  33,  ist  sess 62 

QUARANTINE. 

To  prevent  distempers  —chap.  57,  7th  sess 706 

QUEENS  COUNTY. 

Court  of  common  pleas  —  chap.  6,  7th  sess.  596 ;  chap.  29,  7th  sess.   .   629 

Gaol  in,  relative  to  —  chap.  5,  7th  sess.    .     594 

Hempstead,  town  of,  diviaed  —  chap.  21,  7th  sess 622 

Tax  of  £100,000  in  southern  district — chap.  58,  7th  sess 707 

Temporary  government  of — chap.  28,  3d  sess.  192;  chap.  54,  6th  sess.  583; 

chap.  3,  7th  sess 589 

R. 

RANGERS. 

Rensselaerwjrck,  east  district  of,  tax  levy  to  pay — chap.  57,  3d  sess 250 

RAPALJE,  JOHN. 

Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 174 
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REAL  ESTATE. 
Relative  to  title  and  conveyances  —  chap.  2,  ist  sess 501 

RECORDER. 
See  Courts. 

REGULATION  OF  PRICES. 
See  Trade  and  Commerce. 

REFORMED  PROTESTANT  DUTCH  CHURCH. 

New  York  city,  charter  of  —  chap.  9,  7th  sess 597 

Tappan,  charter  of — chap.  17,  6th  sess 532 

RELIEF  ACTS. 

Absconding  debtors,  against  —  chap.  54,  7th  sess 700 

Barnes,  Stephen  —  chap.  24,  7th  sess 624 

Bend,  Elizabeth  and  Grove  —  chap.  61,  7th  sess 726 

Brown,  Jonathan,  of  certain  penalties  —  chap.  53,  4th  sess 384 

Cantine,  John,  and  others — chap.  52,  6th  sess 581 

Certain  classes  furnishing  troops  —  chap.  30,  6th  sess 551 

Certain  persons  joining  enemy  —  chap,  28,  4th  sess 345 

Charlotte  county,  levy  of  troops  —  chap.  44,  4th  sese 363 

Deranged  officers,  etc.  —  chap.  33,  6th  sess 553 

Hardenbergh,  John  L.  —  chap.  26,  5th  sess 440 

Heirs,  executors,  devisees  and  legatees  —  chap.  59,  7th  sess.   717 

Hubbart,  John  —  chap.  62,  7th  sess 730 

Insolvent  debtors  —  chap.  34,  7th  sess 649 

Jansen,  Dirck,  and  creditors  —chap,  23,  6th  sess.  539;  chap.  2,  7th  sess 588 

McCracken,  Joseph  —  chap.  20,  5th  sess 430 

Pierson,  Joseph  —  chap.  45,  6th  sess 562 

Piatt,  John,  and  others  —  chap.  15,  5th  sess 421 

Statute  of  Limitations  —  chap.  39.  6th  sess 558 

Swart,  Abraham  —  chap.  25,  6th  sess 542 

Tenants  of  forfeited  estates — chap.  15,  5th  sess.  421 ;  chap.  45,  5th  sess 489 

Trespasses,  in  case  of —  chap.  31,  6th  sess 552 

Tumultuous  assemblies  —  chap.  11,  ist  sess 20 

Varick,  Richard  —  chap,  62,  7th  sess 730 

Westchester  county,  oath  of  allegiance  —  chap.  59,  3d  sess 252 

Widows  and  orphans  of  troops  —  chap.  36,  7th  sess 659 

Wynkoop,  Jacobus  —  chap,  1 3,  6th  sess 526 

RENSSELAERWYCK,  MANOR  OF. 

Divided  into  two  districts  —  chap.  23,  2d  sess 118 

East  district,  divided  —  chap.  13,  7th  sess 610 

tax  levy  for  rangers,  chap.  57,  3d  sess 250 

Halfmoon,  district  of,  division  line  —  chap.  50,  3d  sess 229 

REPEALING  ACTS. 
See  Acts  Repealed. 

REPRIEVES.  c 

Wood,  Josiah,  execution  suspended  —  chap.  3,  3d  sess.  148;  chap.  33,  3d  sess. 
200 ;  chap.  63, 3d  sess 257 

RICHMOND  COUNTY. 

Common  pleas,  terms  of  —  chap.  6,  7th  sess.  596 ;  chap.  29,  7th  sess 629 

Gaol  in,  relative  to  -  chap.  5.  7th  sess  . 594 

Tax  of  £100,000  in  southern  district  —  chap.  58,  7th  sess 707 

Temporary  TOvernment  of  -  chap.  28,  3d  sess.  192 ;  chap.  54,  6th  sess.  583 ; 
chap.  3,  7th  sess 5^9 

ROADS. 
See  Highways. 
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ROBINSON,  BEVERLY. 
Estates  forfeited — chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

ROBINSON,  BEVERLY,  THE  YOUNGER. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

ROBINSON,  SUSANNAH. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 1 74 

ROBBERIES. 
More  effectually  to  prevent  —  chap.  19,  3  sess.  162;   chap.  'JT,  3d  sess.  283; 
chap,  27,  7th  sess  627 

ROCHESTER,  TOWNSHIP  OF. 

Certain  persons  exenjpted  from  tax  —  chap.  12,  5th  sess.    419 

Constables,  election  of  —  chap.  5,  3d  sess 1 50 

Leghawegh,  annexed  to  —  chap.  8,  ist  sess , . . .- 17 

s. 

SAG  HARBOR. 
Port  of  entry —  chap.  10,  7th  sess 599 

SANDY  HOOK. 
Lighthouse  at,  expenses  of —  chap,  i,  7th  sess 585 

SCHENECTADY. 

Cory's  Brook  and  certain  lands,  annexed  — chap.  36,  3d  sess 204 

Fortress,  to  be  erected  at  —  chap.  65,  3d  sess 263 

SCHOHARY  AND  DUANESBURGH,  UNITED  DISTRICTS. 
Certain  lands  annexed  to  Schenectady  —  chap.  3,  3d  sess 204 

SCOTT.  JOHN  MORIN. 
Lands  in  Dutchess  county,  granted  to  —  chap.  64,  7th  sess 758 

SEALS. 

Great  and  privy,  of  the  State  —  chap.  12,  ist  sess 21 

Courts  of  the  State — chap.  12,  ist  sess 22 

SEAMAN,  BENJAMIN. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

SECRETARY  OF  STATE. 

Certain  oaths  of  office  to  be  filed  —  chap.  7,  ist  sess 15 

Clerk  of  the  council  of  appointment — chap.  12,  ist  sess 23 

Commissioners  to  delegates  to  congress  —  chap.  12,  ist  sess 23 

Description  of  seals  and  arms  to  be  filed  —  chap.  12,  ist  sess 22 

Original  papers  used  on  hearing  respecting  boundaries  —  chap.  32,  3d  sess 199 

Probates,  records  of  —  chap.  24,  5th  sess 439 

Residence  set  apart  —  chap.  12,  7th  sess.   609;  chap.  64,  7th  sess 759 

SHANDAKEN. 
Great  and  Little,  annexed  to  township  of  Hurly  —  chap.  9,  ist  sess 17 

SHERBROOKE,  MILES. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

SHERIFFS. 

Census,  to  take  —  chap.  18,  5th  sess 428 

Fees,  increase  of — chap.  19,  2d  sess.  112;  chap.  17,  3d  sess 162 

Place,  from  which  mileage  allowed  —  chap.  14,  ist  sess 25 
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SHIPPING. 

Pilots  and  pilotage  —  chap.  31, 7th  sess 638 

Tonnage,  duty  of,  for  Sanay  Hook  light  —  chap,  i,  7th  sess 585 

Wharfage  and  cranage,  rate  of  —  chap.  32,  7th  sess 643 

See,  also.  Trade  and  Commerce. 

SKEENE,  ANDREW  P. 

Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

pledged  for  public  loan  —  chap.  64,  3d  sess 262 

SKEENE,  PHILIP. 

Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess.    173 

pledged  for  public  loan  —  chap.  64,  3d  sess 262 

SMALL  POX. 
To  prevent  spreading  of  —  chap.  36,  ist  sess 78 

SOLDIERS. 
See  Military  Affairs. 

SOLICITORS. 
See  Courts. 

SOUTH  HEMPSTEAD. 
Town  of,  erected  —  chap.  21,  7th  sess 622 

SOUTHERN  DISTRICT. 

Court  of  common  pleas  in  —  chap.  6,  7th  sess 596 

Gaols  in  —  chap.  5,  7th  sess 594 

Tax  of  ;^  100,000  for  use  of  the  State — chap.  58.  7th  sess 707 

Temporary  government  of— chap.  28,  3d  sess.  192;  chap.  54,6th  sess.  583; 

chap.  3,  7tn  sess 589 

Temporary  representation  provided  —  chap.  39,  ist  sess -80 

STATE  AGENT. 

Appointment  of  —  chap.  69,  3d  sess 270 

Direction  of — chap.  61,  4th  sess.  394;  chap.   16,  5th  sess.  422;  chap.  40,  5th 

sess 482 

Office  abolished  —  chap.  47,  6th  sess 564 

STATE  OFFICERS. 
To  file  oaths  with  Secretary  —  chap.  7,  ist  sess , 13 

STATE  TREASURER. 
Banker,  Gerard,  appointed  —  chap.  26,  ist  sess.  49;  chap,  9,  3d  sess.  154;  chap. 

2,  5th  sess.  406;  chap.  3,  6th  sess 503 

Continental  money,  exchange  of — chap.  3,  5th  sess 406 

Pay  $200,000  to  United  States  —  chap.  23,  ist  sess ,  .*.     47 

STEPHENTOWN. 
Erected  from  Rensselaerwyck  —  chap.  13,  7th  sess 610 

SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

Common  pleas,  relative  to  —  chap.  6,  7th  sess 596 

Gaol  in.  relative  to  —  chap.  5,  7th  sess     ..." 594 

Huntington,  town  meetings  —  chap.  8,  7th  sess 597 

Sag  Habor,  port  of  entry  —  chap.  10,  7th  sess 599 

Supervisors,  special  meetings  of — chap.  5.  7th  sess.  594;  chap.  7  ^     .!        -.  630 

Tax  of  ;£ioo,ooo  in  further  district  —  chap.  58,  7th  sess.    .    . .  .\. . .  707 
Temporary  government  of  —  chap.  28,  3d  sess.  192;  chap.  ^4,  O  1 

chap.  3,  7th  sess , 589 

Trespasses  on  certain  beaches  and  islands  —  chap.  42,  7th  se»ss 668 
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SUPREME  COURT. 
See  Courts. 

SURVEYOR  GENERAL. 
To  collect  colonial  maps  —  chap.  i6,  7th  sess 612 

SWART,  ABRAHAM. 
Relief  of  —  chap.  25,  6th  sess 542 

T. 

TAPPAN. 
Reformed  Protestant  Dutph  Church  —  chap.  17,  6th  sess 532 

TARIFF. 
See  Trades  and  Commerce. 

TAX. 

See  Assessment  and  Taxation. 

TESTIMONY. 
Other  States,  for  use  in  —  chap.  26,  7th  sess 626 

TONNAGE. 
See  Shipping. 

TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 

Auction,  regulating  sales  at  —  chap.  4,  7th  sess 590 

British  trade.  Congress  may  restrict  —  chap.  53,  7th  sess 699 

Chamber  of  Commerce  —  cnap.  30,  7th  sess ^ 630 

Exchange,  rate  of,  on  bills  of  credit  —  chap.  19,  4th  sess 326 

Flags  of  truce,  under  —  chap.  28,  2d  sess 122 

Flour,  etc.,  exportation  of^ — chap.  10,  ist  sess.  18;  chap.  21,  3d  sess.  165; 

chap.  2,  4th  sess.  294 ;  chap.  24,  4th  sess.  339 ;  chap.  29,  4th  sess.  346 ;  chap. 

52,  4th  sess 383 

Goods,  wares  and  merchandise,  duty  on  importations  —  chap..  10,  7th  sess. . . .  599 

Guest,  Henry,  exclusive  rights  —  chap.  71,  3d  sess 277 

Hawkers  ana  pedlars,  restraint  of — chap.  18,  6th  sess 533 

Illicit  trade  with  enemy — chap.  39,  5th  sess.  479;  chap.  7,  6th  sess.  509 ;  chap. 

44,  6th  sess 562 

Importations,  duty  on  —chap.  31,  4th  sess.  347;  chap.  27,  6th  sess.  544;  chap. 

10,  7th  sess 599 

Monopoly  of  cattle,  to  prevent  —  chap.  69,  3d  sess 266 

Pilots  and  pilotage  —  chap.  31,  7th  sess 638 

Prices  of  goods,  regulatmg  —  chap.  34,  ist  sess.  71;  chap.  42,  ist  sess.  83; 

chap.  45,  1st  sess.  85 ;  chap.  2,  2d  sess.  90 ;  chap.  43,  3d  sess 210 

Weights  and  measures  —  chap.  25,  7th  sess 625 

Wharfage  and  cranage,  rate  of  —  chap.  32,  7th  sess 643 

TREASON. 

Adherence  to  King  of  Great  Britain  —  chap.  48,  4th  sess 370 

Certain  persons  attainted  and  estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

Certain  persons  deemed  guilty  of — chap.  47,  ist  sess.  88;  chap.  66,  7th  sess..  772 

Certain  persons  granted  immunities  —  cnap.  66,  7th  sess 772 

Cummings,  Thomas,  pardoned  —  chap.  10,  3d  sess 154 

Defects  in  proceeding  remedied  —  chap.  4,  5th  sess 4^7 

Everitt,  Richard,  pardoned  —  chap.  59,  4th  sess 395 

Judgments  against,  concerning  —  chap.  19,  ist  sess 43 

TREATIES. 
Commissioner  to  treat  with  Indians  —  chap.  29,  3d  sess 193 

fOI 


802  INDEX. 

TREASURER,  STATE. 
See  State  Treasurer. 

TRESPASSER. 

Beaches  and  islands  in  Suffolk  county      chap.  42,  7th  sess 668 

Relief  in  cases  of  certain  —  chap.  31,  6th  sess 552 

TRINITY   CHURCH. 
Charter  of  —  chap.  33,  7th  sess.    646 

TROOPS. 
See  Military  Affairs. 

TRUCE. 
Preventing  abuses  under  flags  of — chap.  28,  2d  sess  122 

TRYON  COUNTY. 

Common  pleas,  court  of — chap.  49,  3d  sess 228 

Distressed  persons,  relief  of — chap.  5,  4th  sess.  297 ;  chap.  17.  4th  sess.  324; 

chap.  38,  4th  sess.  358  ;  chap.  32,  6th  sess 552 

Estates  pledged  for  public  loans — chap.  64,  3d  sess 229 

Highways  in  —  chap.  24,  2d  sess.  119;  chap.  60,  3d  sess.  253;  chap.  34,  4th  sess. 

352 ;  chap.  52,  7th  sess 690 

Mohawk,  oistrict  of,  divided  —  chap.  50,  3d  sess 229 

elections  in  —  chap.  30,  4th  sess 347 

Montgomery  county,  name  changed  to —  chap.  17,  7th  sess 613 

Night  watch  in  —  chap.  6,  2d  sess 94 

Poor,  maintenance  of —  chap.  68,  3d  sess 265 

Prosecutions  in,  stayed  —  chap.  38,  5th  sess.  477 ;  chap.  46,  6th  sess 563 

See,  also,  Montgomery  County. 

TRYON,  WILLIAM. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 


ULSTER  COUNTY. 

Collectors,  number  of — chap.  45,  3d  sess 221 

Commission  of  registration,  suits  against  —  chap.  31,  5th  sess 460 

Courthouse  and  jail  — chap.  32,  ist  sess.  61  ;  chap.  37,  4th  sess.  356;  chap.  29. 

5th  sess 458 

Estates  forfeited,  immediate  sale  of — chap.  51,  3d  sess 230 

Grain  on  deserted  farms  —  chap.  14,  3d  sess 160 

Hanover  precinct,  name  changed  to  Montgomery —  chap.  25,  5th  sess 439 

Highways  in  —  chap.  31,  2d  sess.  127  ;  chap.  6,  3d  sess.  151  ;  chap.  60,  3d  sess. 

253;  chap.  34,  4th  sess.  352;  chap.  52,  7th  sess 690 

Hurley  ana  Rochester,  settlements  annexed  —  chap.  8,  ist  sess 17 

Night  watch  in  —  chap.  6,  2d  sess 94 

Poor,  maintenance  of —  chap.  68,  3d  sess 265 

Poor,  removed  from  New  York  city  —  chap.  38,  ist  sess 80 

Prisoners,  where  confined  —  chap.  21,  ist  sess 44 

Rochester  and  Marble  town,  constables  —  chap.  5,  3d  sess i  S© 

Rochester,  certain  persons  exempt  from  tax  — chap.  12,  5th  sess 419 

Tex  levy  in  grain  or  specie  —  chap.  7,  5th  sess 408 

UNIVERSITY,  REGENTS  OF  THE. 

Board  of,  established  —  chap.  51,  7th  sess 686 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

Account  of,  to  facilitate  the  settlement  of  —  chap.  44,  7th  ses 670 

Armies  of.    See  Military  Affairs. 

Articles  of  Confederation  —  chap,  i,  ist  sess.  i ;  chap.  30.  3d  sess 195 
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Bills  of  credit,  marking  of  —  chap.  56,  4th  sess 4 . 387 

Continental  demands,  suits  in  State  courts  —  chap.  22,  2d  sess 117 

Copies  of  State  laws  sent  to  Congress  —  chap.  11,  2d  sess 100 

Duty  on  iniportations" —  chap.  27,  6th  sess 544 

Finances  of;  act  approved  — chap.  64,  3d  sess.  258 ;  chap.  72,  3d  sess 278 

General  tax,  to  carry  into  effect  —  chap.  42,  6th  sees 560 

Loan  of  $200,000  to  — chap.  23,  ist  sess 47 

Perpetual  union,  to  facilitate  —  chap.  38,  3d  sess 205 

State  courts,  may  sue  in  —  chap.  22,  2d  sess. 117 

Supplies  for  the  army  —  chap.  35,  3d  sess 202 

See,  also.  Congress. 

UPPER  SALEM,  TOWN  OF. 
Erected  from  Cortlandt  —  chap.  1 1,  7th  sess 608 

V. 

VACANCIES. 
Commissioners  of  sequestration  —  chap.  52,  3d  sess 231 

VARICK,  RICHARD. 
Relief  of  —  chap.  62,  7th  sess 730 

VERMONT,  STATE. 
Relative  to  lands  now  in — chap.  44,  5th  sess 486 

VESSELS. 
See  Shipping. 

WALLACE,  ALEXANDER. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

WALLACE,  HUGH. 

Estates  forfeited  — chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

WARDENS  OF  THE  PORT. 
Appointment  of  —  chap.  31,  7th  sess 638 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 

Charlotte,  name  changed  from  —  chap.  17,  7th  sess 613 

Highways  in  —  chap.  52,  7th  sess 690 

See,  also,  Charlotte  County. 

WATTS,  JOHN. 

Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25.  3d  sess 173 

Estates  granted  to  his  sons  —  chap.  64,  7th  sess 752 

WAWAYANDA. 
Cheesecock's  boundary  line  — chap.  29,  6th  sess 547 

WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 
Established  —  chap.  25,  7th  sess 625 

WESTCHESTER   COUNTY. 

Common  pleas,  terms  of  court  —  chap.  29,  7th  sess 629 

Estates  pledged  for  public  loan  —  chap.  64,  3d  sess 262 

Gaol  in,  relative  to  —  chap.  5,  7th  sess 594 

Highways  in  —chap.  31,  2d  sess.  127;  chap.  6,  3d  sess.  151;  chap.  60,  3d  sess. 

253 ;  chap.  34,  4tn  sess.  352  ;  chap.  52,  7th  sess 690 

Night  watch  in— chap.  16,  3d  sess 161 
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Oath  of  allegiance,  certain  persons  —  chap.  59,  3d  sess '. .    .  252 

Poor,  maintenance  of  —  chap.  68,  3d  sess 265 

removed  from  New  York  city  — chap.  38.  ist  sess 80 

Prisoners,  where  confined  —  chap.  21,  ist  sess 44 

Protection  of  persons  and  property  —  chap.  38,  6th  sess 557 

Relief  of  certain  persons  —  chap.  38,  4th  sess 358 

Salem,  Upper  and  Lower,  erected  —  chap.  11,  7th  sess 608 

Tax  of  £100,000  in  southern  district  —  chap.  58,  7th  sess 707 

WETHERHEAD,  JOHN. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess ...    173 

WHARFAGE 
See  Shipping. 

WHITE,  EPENETUS. 
Lands  at  Ballston,  granted  to —  chap.  64,  7th  sess 759 

WHITE,  HENRY. 

Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25.  3d  sess 173 

House  set  apart  for  Governor —  chap.  64,  7th  sess 759 

WHITE,  THOMAS. 

Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 173 

Estates  granted  to  his  widow  —  chap.  64,  7th  sess 752 

WICKHAM,  PARKER. 
Estates  forfeited  —  chap.  25,  3d  sess 174 

WITNESSES. 
Courts  martial,  etc.,  attendance  of—  chap.  39,  3d  sess 206 

WOLVES. 
Destruction  of — chap.  19,  6th  sess 534 

WOOD,  JONAH. 

Pardoned  —  chap.  3, 4th  sess 295 

Reprieved— chap.  3,  3d  sess.  148 ;  chap.  33.  3d  sess.  200;  chap.  63.  3d  sess 257 

WOODSTOCK. 
Annexed  to  township  of  Hurley — chap.  8,  ist  sess 17 

WYNKOOP,  JACOBUS. 
Relief  of —  chap.  13,  6th  sess. 526 


